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His Excellency Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali President of the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana

The Natural Resources Fund Bill 2021 that was assented into 
law.

See below New Year 
Address to the Nation by 
His Excellency Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali, President of the 
Co-operative Republic of 
Guyana:

My people of our One 
Guyana

I speak to you now to 
wish you all, sincerely, a 
Happy New Year.

I know it is easy to 
wish you well, but though 
it may seem hard to create 
the conditions that will 
truly make the New Year a 
happy one for all, as your 
President, I am committed 
to trying my very best.

You would recognise 
that it requires genuine 
commitment and real 
resolve to put in place the 
programmes and projects 
that uplift the quality of 
life and, with it, the human 
spirit.

I agreed to seek the 
Presidency of our one 
nation because, to the 
marrow in every bone of 
my body, I wanted to help 
fashion and implement 
policies that would benefit 
every person in Guyana, 
regardless of race, colour, 
or creed.

Having accepted your 
mandate for that task, I do 
not intend to be derailed, 
diverted, or deterred from 
it.

That is why I deplore 
the unseemly behaviour of 
the opposition members of 
the National Assembly last 
Friday when they resorted 
to violent threats and 
intimidation to stop a bill 
whose virtues they feared. 

The attempt to seize 
the Speaker’s Mace – the 
symbol of his authority 
over the conduct of the 
Assembly – and to surround 
the Minister of Finance, 
shouting in his face was 
gross unparliamentary 

behaviour that carried a 
dire warning.

Mahatma Gandhi, one 
of the greatest fighters 
for political freedom and 
human and civil rights, 
warned that: “Intolerance 
is itself a form of violence 
and an obstacle to the 
growth of a true democratic 
spirit”.

What we witnessed in 
the National Assembly was 
not only a violent assault 
on democracy but a blatant 
disrespect for the highest 
law-making institution of 
our nation.

If persons charged with 
the responsibility for the 
conduct of the nation’s 
business resort to violence 
and intimidation, what 
example do they give to the 
nation, especially to the 
young?

Our nation must not be 
hobbled by those trapped 
in a culture of violence 
and intimidation whose 
only contribution to the 
national debate is physical 
confrontation.

My brothers and 
sisters,

It is worth saying a 
few words about the real 
cause of the undignified 
actions of members of the 
opposition in the National 
Assembly.

They claimed that 
in repealing a bill they 
unilaterally passed, giving 
the Minister of Finance 
excessive power over the 
National Resource Fund, 
and placing it instead 
under the supervision 
of an independent and 
nationally accountable 
body, is somehow wrong.

Yet, even children 
would know that if a 
government wished to 
steal from the NRF, the 
best way to do it would be 
to remain with the APNU-
AFC proposal and to leave 

the Minister of Finance 
in control with little or no 
oversight.

That is the plan that 
APNU-AFC put in place 
for itself, assuming that 
it had fixed the March 
2020 elections and would 
have all the power today 
to abuse the money in the 
NRF as they pleased.

What your government 
has done is to remove the 
Minister of Finance from 
having such power.

Instead, we have 
created a governance and 
operational structure 
that is transparent and 
accountable and in which 
non-political, highly 
reputable persons carry 
out the responsibilities 
of supervision and 
compliance.

In essence, the powers 
of oversight and control are 
with you – the people.

The opposition and 
certain media outlets 
have tried to mislead their 
audiences into believing 
that I will be appointing the 
Board of Directors and will 
have control over them.

Nothing is further from 
the truth.

While as President 
of this country, I am 
obliged to sign letters of 
appointment, the persons 
who will serve on the 
Board will be selected by 
the National Assembly – 

President Ali outlines 
plans for natural 

resources wealth in New 
Year’s address

all parties therein – after 
consultation and debate 
among themselves: and by 
the Private Sector, after 
consultation with all the 
private sector institutions.  

The Opposition brawl 
in the National Assembly 
was to prevent you from 
hearing all this.

Of course, I know that 
you – the people of our 
One Guyana – expect to see 
benefits from the NRF flow 
to you, to improve your 
lives now; to deliver more 
jobs and better wages.

Therefore, it is obvious 
that some of the money 
from the NRF, which now 
stands at approximately 
US$534 million, must be 
spent on your welfare and 
wellbeing.

It is for that reason 
that the new legislation 
provides a mechanism 
by which the Board of 
Directors can authorise 
transfer of funds for specific 
and identifiable projects 
and programmes that the 
Government has to carry 
out to raise your standard 
of living, to improve your 
circumstances and to give 
you a better life.

And, I add, has to 
account for every cent of 
that money.

When transfers are 
made, to what department, 
for what purpose, and the 
results of the spending - all 

have to be made public.
And, you should recall 

that the World Bank has 
projected that, over the 
life span of oil and gas 
production, Guyana could 
earn US$72.8 billion in 
revenues from the multiple 
offshore projects that will 
be operational.

Surely, it is right, that 
with full and adequate 
supervision by reputable 
persons, nominated by 
parliament and the private 
sector, a portion of those 
funds should be spent on 
improving the lives of the 
people of Guyana – all of 
them – and bettering the 
conditions in which you 
live.

Sadly, but truly, that 
is what the Opposition 
parties fear.

They believe that 
if your government 
delivers the development, 
the betterment, the 
advancement you want 
and deserve, they might 
become irrelevant.

They do not regard 
politics as a contention 
for better policies and 
governance; they regard 
politics as nothing more or 
less than a battle for power.

That is why we had 
the display in the National 
Assembly of violence 
and intimidation – that 
is their default strategy; 
to whip up antagonism 
and hostility based on 
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
misbehaviour and mischief.

My brother and sisters, 
that is their game.

Your Government will 
not play it.

As, the President of 
Guyana and of all the 
Guyanese people without 
exception, I will not be 
distracted from the goal of 
building a One Guyana in 
which all our people enjoy 
equality of opportunity and 
a pathway to prosperity.

I have said it before, 
and I say it again now – I 
do not want a rich Guyana 
of poor people. 

Yes, Guyana must be 
rich so that never again 
should we be among the 
poorest in the world; never 
again should our people 
have to be nomads, seeking 
survival in other parts of 
the world; never again 
must we be subjected to 
insults and contempt.

Cont’d on Page 23
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Brazil, Guyana working towards 
‘strong strategic partnership’  

His Excellency Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali and other government officials during the teleconference.

His Excellency Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali overseeing several budgetary meetings by Ministries and 
Government agencies at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre.

BUDGET 2022: 
Govt focused on traditional financing, 

not oil money without approval 

His Excellency Dr. 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali told the 
President of the Federative 
Republic of Brazil, H.E. Jair 
Bolsonaro, that Guyana 
wants to have a very strong 
strategic partnership with 
its Portuguese-speaking 
neighbours.

The two leaders, 
who communicated via 
teleconference, also 
discussed the agenda for the 
expected visit of President 
Bolsonaro to Georgetown 
later this month.

“We have a number 
of important issues and 
opportunities for both 
Guyana and Brazil that I 
wanted to highlight even 
before our meeting, so our 
technical teams can start 
some work.”

President Ali listed 
several areas that are 
critical for both countries 
to move their relationship 

Discussions have 
intensified between 
the leadership in the 
government and the 
various sector heads with 
an intention to present 
the 2022 National Budget 
soonest but there have 
been new assurances that 
traditional sources of 
financing remain the focus.

Senior Minister within 
the Office of the President 
with responsibility for 
Finance Minister Dr. 
Ashni Singh, who is 
currently leading budget 
consultations at the 
Arthur Chung Conference 
Centre (ACCC), told the 
online publication, News 
Room that there will be 
no drawing down from the 
Natural Resource Fund 
without Parliamentary 
approval.

The Fund, for which 
new laws have been put in 
place to allow withdrawal, 
currently holds more than 
US$600 million.

“Currently we are 
looking at the fiscal 
framework, alternative 
sources of revenues, 

alternative sources of 
expenditures and financing 
through traditional sources 
and the Natural Resource 
Fund.

“If we are to utilise a 
withdrawal to finance any 
part of budget from the 
Fund, that withdrawal 
will be subject to prior 
approval,” the finance 
minister explained.

The traditional source 
of finance is directly from 
the Consolidated Fund of 
which the biggest source 
comes from taxes. It will 
also include loans and 
grants.

Minister Singh said the 
Natural Resource Fund Act, 
which received presidential 
assent on December 
30, 2021, curtailed the 
possibility of incurring 
direct expenditures 
from the Fund without 
parliamentary approval 
as was intended by the 
previous APNU+AFC 
administration.

“Every single dollar 
we spend out of the fund 
will have to get prior 
parliamentary approval,” 

the finance minister 
emphasised.

That parliamentary 
approval will in fact be 
sought through the budget 
process where the budget 
is read, debated and passed 
line by line in Committee 
by members of the National 
Assembly on a vote.

His Excellency, Dr. 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali  and 
Vice President Dr. Bharrat 
Jagdeo opened what could 
be regarded as the final 
round of consultations on 
Budget 2022 which is now 
being carried on by Dr. 

Singh and the technical 
staff at the Ministry of 
Finance.

“There has been a very 
high-level policy orientation 
to the discussion on what 
the main objectives are 
and how each ministry 
and sector will go about 
achieving those objectives,” 
Dr. Singh told the News 
Room.

He assured that the 
work was focused on having 
the budget ready as soon as 
possible but stopped short 
of offer any dates.

“The budget process 

is not a short one and I 
would stop short of giving 
a date but I’m on making 
the presentation as soon as 
possible,” Minister Singh 
assured. 

The finance minister 
did not disclose the size of 
the budget, nor would he 
say whether it would be 
the biggest budget in the 
country’s history although 
that is highly expected.

“I wouldn’t want to 
spoil your surprise,” the 
finance minister lamented. 
(NewsRoom)

forward, including 
energy and food security, 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
infrastructure integration 
and trade.

He also pointed out that 
due to their geographical 
locations, the nations must 
make strong statements in 
linking their territories.

The Guyanese Head of 
State said that in addition 
to oil and gas, expanding 

opportunities in the other 
non-oil natural resources 
sector such as bauxite will 
create an opportunity for 
a direct link to northern 
Brazil and the Atlantic that 
can “create an excellent 
platform for us to develop 
an integrated project”.

As it relates to trade, 
currently, there is an 
existing partial scope 
agreement that aims to 

foster bilateral trade flows 
by the exchange of tariff 
preferences between the 
two countries, cooperation 
on trade matters and 
increased participation of 
the private sector. 

This, President Ali 
said, is currently under 
negotiation to be expanded 
since Guyana wants 
to increase its quota, 
especially as it relates to 

rice being exported to 
Brazil.

President Bolsonaro, 
via an interpreter, said that 
the agenda for discussion 
looks “very promising” and 
that he will ensure that 
technical staff from the 
relevant ministries in Brazil 
travel for the state visit.

Senior Minister within 
the Office of the President 
with responsibility for 
Finance, the Honourable 
Dr. Ashni Singh; Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, 
the Honourable Hugh 
Todd; Foreign Secretary, 
Mr. Robert Persaud and 
Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation, Ambassador 
Elisabeth Harper were also 
at the Office of the President 
for the teleconference. 
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E x x o n M o b i l  s t r i ke s  m o r e  o i l 
a t  S t a b r o e k  B l o c k

Welding onboard the Liza Destiny 
floating production storage and 
offloading (FPSO) – Guyana’s first oil 
development 

Govt in search of firm to 
review Guyana’s fourth oil development  

The Government of Guyana 
through the Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR) is requesting 
proposals from consultants and 
firms to review and evaluate the 
Field Development Plan (FDP) of 
Yellowtail – Guyana’s fourth oil 
development. 

In the Requests for Proposals 
(RFP) issued, the Natural 
Resources Ministry outlined the 
purpose of the project, which is to: 

o Conduct an in-depth 
review of the Yellowtail FDP, 
which includes all supporting and 
reference documentation, along 
with the related environmental and 
social impact assessments (ESIA) 
submitted by the Licencees; 

 ● Prepare a report setting out the 
opinions formed in the evaluation 
of the FDP and ESIA, addressing, 
at minimum, compliance 
or non-compliance with the 
requirements of the existing 
legislative and contractual 
framework, particularly the 
Petroleum (Exploration and 
Production) Act 1986 and the 
Environmental Protection Act 
1996, the Petroleum Agreement 
and international best practices 
and industry standards including 
any deficiencies, unresolved 

issues and areas of additional 
assessments or technical analysis 
that the GoG should request from 
the Licencees before making a 
determination on the FDP; 

 ● Support the MNR’s engagements 
and information exchanges with 
the Licencees; 

 ● Document the field development 
review process and outcomes, 
including references to 
international best practices 
and industry standards, in a 
manner and format to support 
future reference for similar 
review exercises and overall 
improvement of the FDP review 
process; 

 ● Support the MNR in drafting the 
Yellowtail Petroleum Production 
Licence.

The RFP said that the 
government will contract the 
bidder whose tender is determined 
to be substantially responsive to 
the bidding documents, and who 
offered the lowest evaluated bid 
price, provided that this bidder has 
been determined to be eligible and 
has met the minimum qualification 
score of 70 points in accordance 

with the criteria. 
Bidders’ proposals will be 

evaluated and ranked on their 
merit, in accordance with the 
evaluation criteria outlined in the 
Supplementary Information and, 
if selected, could eventually form 
the basis for negotiations and, 
ultimately, a contract between 
the firm and the procuring entity. 
It is anticipated that contract 
negotiations with the selected firm 
would commence around February 
1, 2022 and the assignment would 
commence around February 7, 
2022. 

Negotiations will be held with 
the firm or consultant only if the 
technical proposal attains the 
required minimum score. Bidders 
must be prepared to furnish 
the detailed cost break-down 
and other clarifications to the 
proposals submitted by the bidder, 
as may be required to adjudge the 
reasonableness of price proposals. 

The deadline for submissions is 
January 20, 2022. 

Yellowtail will be situated 
126 miles offshore Guyana, 
where ExxonMobil made its 13th 
discovery in the Stabroek block. 
Its initial production phase is 
scheduled to commence in 2025, 
with optimum production capacity 

Exxonmobil Guyana has struck 
big yet again at the 6.6 million acres 
Stabroek Block offshore Guyana, 
discovering two new high-quality 
hydrocarbon-bearing sandstone 
reservoirs at the Fangtooth-1 and 
Lau-Lau-1 wells.

The Fangtooth-1 well 
encountered approximately 194 
feet (59 meters) of high-quality oil-
bearing reservoirs. The well was 
drilled in 6030 feet (1838 meters) of 
water and is located approximately 
11 miles (18 kilometers) west of 
the Liza and Payara fields. While 
the Lau-Lau-1 well encountered 
approximately 302 feet (92 meters) 
of high-quality hydrocarbon-
bearing reservoirs. The well was 
drilled in 4793 feet (1461 meters) of 

of 250,000 barrels per day, and 
would continue for 20 years. 
The floating production storage 
and offloading (FPSO) vessel is 
designed to have a storage capacity 
of two million barrels of oil. The 
proposed project could provide 
some 1,300 jobs across its four 
phases.

ExxonMobil has already 
received approval for three 
development projects in the 
Stabroek block, where it has made 
discoveries totalling over 10 billion 
oil equivalent barrels. 

water and is located approximately 
41 miles (68 kilometers) southeast 
of the Liza field.

“Both discoveries increase our 
understanding of the resource, 
our continued confidence in the 
block’s exploration potential, and 
our view that the many discoveries 
to date could result in up to 10 
development projects,”, senior 
vice president of exploration and 
new ventures at ExxonMobil, Mike 
Cousins said. 

These two additional 
discoveries add to the 26 
commercially feasible find made in 
Guyana since 2015, when oil was 
first struck offshore Guyana.

His Excellency Dr. Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali expressed his joy for 
Guyana and Guyanese over two 
additional oil discoveries.

“I am very happy with every 
additional find that Guyana makes 
because it adds to our total base 
and to our ability in advancing the 
prosperity of our population and 
also improving our prospects of 
securing a prosperous future for 
future generations of Guyanese,” 
the president said in a comment 
published on his official fakebook 
page.

Minister of Natural Resources, 
Vickram Bharrat in a press release 
also observed that the newest 
discoveries, “will further strengthen 
Guyana’s position as a country 
with world-class discoveries of 
high-quality hydrocarbon. 

Therefore, the Government 
will continue engaging all 
stakeholders towards the 
exponential development of these 
resources for all Guyanese while 
maintaining a social, economic, 
and environmental balance. In 
addition, the Government of 
Guyana is continually examining 
possibilities to strengthen 
oversight and management of 
the exploration programmes of 
all operators to further expand 
the sector through commercial 
discoveries,” the natural resources 
minister said. 

Meanwhile, progress 
continues on infrastructure for 
future field development. The 
Liza Unity floating production 
storage and offloading (FPSO) 
vessel is undergoing hookup and 
commissioning after arriving in 
Guyanese waters in October 2021. 
The Unity is on track to start 
production in the first quarter of 

2022 and has a target of 220,000 
barrels of oil per day at peak 
production.

The hull for the Prosperity 
FPSO vessel, the third project on the 
Stabroek block at the Payara field is 
complete and topside construction 
activities are ongoing in Singapore 
for planned production start-up 
in 2024. The Field Development 
Plan and Environmental Impact 
Assessment for the fourth potential 
project, Yellowtail, have been 
submitted for government and 
regulatory review.

These new projects continue 
to drive investment in Guyana’s 
growing economy. More than 
3,200 Guyanese are now employed 
in supporting project activities, 
and ExxonMobil and its key 
contractors have spent more than 
$540 million with more than 800 
local companies since 2015.

The Stabroek block is 6.6 
million acres (26,800 square 
kilometers). ExxonMobil affiliate 
Esso Exploration and Production 
Guyana Limited is operator and 
holds 45% interest. Hess Guyana 
Exploration Ltd. holds 30% interest 
and CNOOC Petroleum Guyana 
Limited holds 25% interest.
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Overhead view of Kingston Georgetown, Guyana

The Liza Unity FPSO

Senior Minister within the Office of the President with 
responsibility for Finance Dr. Ashni Singh

Guyana’s economic 
growth is expected to 
undergo a rapid increase 
in 2022 as the World Bank 
has revised the country’s 
growth projection by some 
49.7 per cent.

Importantly, the 
Bank’s new projection 
is a significant change 
to an earlier forecast. In 
its June 2021 report, the 
World Bank projected that 
Guyana’s economic growth 
would be about 26 per cent 
in 2022.

This new projection 
was stated in the Bank’s 
“Global Economic 
Prospects” report. 

Responding to this 
latest projection, Senior 

G u y a n a ’s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  
t o  n e a r l y  d o u b l e  i n  2 0 2 2

Minister within the Office 
of the President with 
responsibility for Finance 
Dr. Ashni Singh noted that 
this is a result of the work 
that government has put 
into creating an investor 
friendly environment.

“This is good news, but 
we are not surprised. This 
is in fact to be expected 
given our government’s 
strong policy stance as 
it relates to economic 
growth, to investment, to 
job creation and income 
generation for the benefit 
of all Guyanese,” Dr. Singh 
said.

He told the 
Department of Public 
Information (DPI) that 

For a country with no 
known oil resources just 
over six years ago, Guyana 
has emerged as a growing 
giant in the deepwater 
arena, catapulting to 
number 17 on the top 20 
list of countries by oil 
reserves and well on its way 
to becoming the largest oil 
producer per capita in the 
world.

From North and South 
America to the United 
Kingdom, analyst around 
the world now have Guyana 
listed among the top three 
countries for deepwater 
expansion. Projections 
on output could see the 
newcomer moving into the 
elite group of top producers 

the projection also reflects 
the “continuous optimism 
in the Guyanese economy, 
not just by those of us who 
are here in Guyana, but 
in fact by all those who 
are following economic 
developments in Guyana, 
including the international 
investment community 
and international agencies 
involved in the task of 
monitoring economic 
developments.”

He recalled that when 
the administration took 
office in August 2020, a 
lot of work had to be done 
to bring back investor 
confidence.

“Economic growth 
is all about confidence 

Guyana in company of Norway, Brazil; 
emerging as growing deepwater giant

in Latin America and 
becoming the 23rd largest 
oil producer in the world.

With global oil and 
gas investments set to 
expand by $26 billion this 
year, Guyana is on course 
to sanction its largest 
project yet at Yellowtail, 
adding a massive 250,000 
barrels of oil per day to its 

output, ramping up total 
production to more than 
800,000 bpd by mid-
decade.

Minister of Natural 
Resources Vickram Bharrat 
told online publication, 
OilNOW with Yellowtail 
producing Guyana can 
expect to touch about 50 oil 
lifts per year.

“So, when you crunch 
the numbers, 50 lifts at a 
million barrels and based 
on the oil price today if it 
continues along that trend, 
you can see or get an idea of 
the direct proceeds coming 
to Guyana…And we are not 
even talking royalties yet,” 
he said.

And this is just the 
beginning. The South 
American country will 
surpass the one million 
barrels per day mark by 
2030, becoming just the 
11th nation in oil’s history 
to hit this milestone.

ExxonMobil Senior 
Vice President of 
Upstream, Neil Chapman, 
told investors in March that 

the billions of barrels of oil 
equivalent resources the 
company has discovered so 
far offshore Guyana is only 
the tip of the iceberg.

“It’s still early days 
in the programme but 
we continue to be very 
encouraged, and we 
estimate the resource 
potential of the basin to 
be more than double what 
we’ve already discovered,” 
he pointed out.

Analysts say the 
final basin resources at 
Stabroek Block could be 
approximately 25 billion 
barrels. That’s a 30–40-
year reserve life at 2.1 
million barrels/day. 
(OilNow)

and during the 2015-
2020 period, the then 
APNU+AFC Government 
had adopted an extremely 
hostile posture towards the 
private sector and towards 
private investment and 
so during that five-year 
period we saw economic 
confidence, investor 
confidence at an all-time 
low,” Dr. Singh said.

“From the time the 
APNU +AFC refused to 
respect the results of the 
‘no confidence’ motion 
in December 2018, and 
then refuse to respect the 
results of the election in 
March 2020, what you had 
was a complete dissipation 
of investor confidence in 
Guyana, to a historic low,” 
he added.

The government took 
steps to correct this image 

of Guyana. Additionally, 
the administration had 
to implement several 
interventions during the 
pandemic to stimulate 
economic activity.

“The growth that you 
are seeing thus far since we 
assumed office, the return 
to growth in the economy 
and the anticipated 
very strong outlook 
going forward are really 
reflective of President 
Ali’ s government, our 
government’s strong 
commitment to ensuring 
that our economy achieve 
strong growth and very 
importantly, strong growth 
that is translated into 
business opportunities and 
job creation and income 
for Guyanese people,” Dr. 
Singh
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Guyanese-born Baroness Valerie Amos becomes first 
black person to receive  prestigious Order of the Garter
His Excellency, Dr. 

Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has offered words of 
congratulations to Baroness 
Valerie Amos on her 
appointment as a member 
of the Order of the Garter, 
England’s oldest and most 
senior order of chivalry, 
becoming the first Black 
person in 700 years to 
receive the honour.

President Ali said that 
the appointment is well 
deserved as it is a recognition 
of significant public service, 
given Baroness Amos’ 
distinguished public service 
career to the UK and the 
Commonwealth.

All Guyanese should be 

proud of this recognition, 
the Head of State noted.

Baroness Amos, who 
hails from the island of 
Wakenaam, is a former 
Labour cabinet minister. 
She is the first black 
member of the Order.

Guyana-born Valerie 
Amos moved to Great 
Britain with her family 
in 1963 and built a 
career working for equal 
opportunities.

As a member of the 
House of Lords, she 
served as the government 
spokeswoman for social 
security, international 
development, women’s 
issues, and foreign and 

Commonwealth affairs.
Between 1989 and 1994 

she was chief executive of 
the Equal Opportunities 
Commission.

She was a co-founder 
and director of Amos Fraser 
Bernard, advising the 
South African government 
on public service reform, 
human rights and 
employment equity.

Baroness Amos became 
Leader of the House of 
Lords and Lord President 
of the Council in late 2003.

Her role as International 
Development Secretary 
came after Clare Short quit 
the post in protest at the 
war in Iraq in 2003.

Baroness Amos also 
served as a Government 
Whip in the House of Lords 
between 1998 and 2001 

and spokesperson on Social 
Security, International 
Development and Women’s 
Issues.

Baroness Valerie Amos
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Visiting Commonwealth 
team meets with 

President Ali

Guyanese, Surinamese officials to meet on 
contractor for Corentyne River Bridge

Minister of Public 
Works, Bishop Juan 
Edghill said construction of 
the Corentyne River Bridge 
which will link Guyana and 
Suriname will commence 
soon. Representatives 
from the two countries will 
be meeting soon to select 
a bidder for the massive 
project. 

“Myself and my 
counterpart from Suriname 
will be engaged in 
discussions to ensure that 
we have the final bidder 

His Excellency, Dr. Irfaan Ali greeting  Secretary-General, Rt 
Hon Patricia Scotland QC

Minister of Public Works, Juan Edghill and the Surinamese 
Delegation sailing up the Corentyne River to plant the flags 
at Long Island.

The Pirara Bridge along the 
Linden-Lethem Corridor

His Excellency, Dr 
Irfaan Ali and senior 
members of his cabinet 
met with a team from 
the Commonwealth 
Secretariat led by its 
Secretary-General, Rt Hon 
Patricia Scotland QC at the 
Office of the President on 
Shiv Chanderpaul Drive.

President Ali was 
joined by Prime Minister, 
Brigadier (Ret’d), the 
Honourable Mark Phillips; 
Senior Minister within 

the Office of the President 
with responsibility for 
Finance, the Honourable 
Dr Ashni Singh; Minister 
of Parliamentary Affairs 
and Governance, the 
Honourable Gail Teixeira; 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation, the 
Honourable Hugh Todd; 
Minister of Public Works, 
the Honourable Juan 
Edghill and Minister 
of Tourism, Industry 

and Commerce, the 
Honourable Oneidge 
Walrond.

The Commonwealth 
delegation also featured 
Director and Head of the 
SG’s Office, Ms Deborah 
Jamieson; Senior Director, 
Governance and Peace 
Directorate, Professor 
Luis Franceschi; Assistant 
Research Officer of the SG’s 
Office, Francis Wanjiku 
and Assistant Research 
Officer of the Governance 

and Peace Directorate, 
Fayola Fraser.

Prior to the meeting, 
President Ali had met 
the Secretary-General in 
Glasgow, Scotland at the 

United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change Conference of 
Parties (COP) 26 in 
November 2021.

selected and work going 
because this bridge between 
Guyana and Suriname 
over the Corentyne River 
is high on the agenda of 
both administrations and 
both presidents,” Minister 
Edghill stated.

The bridge will be 
constructed using a 
Design Build Finance 
Model through a private 
partnership arrangement 
with incentives given by 
both governments to the 
preferred bidder.

A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
for the construction of a 
high-span bridge over the 
Corentyne River linking 
the two countries was 
signed in November, 2020 
during His Excellency 
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali’s 
Official visit to Suriname.

President Ali said the 
construction of the bridge 
will create tremendous 
opportunities for both 
countries.

“Once constructed, not 
if constructed, the bridge 
will serve as a permanent 
physical link between 
the people of Guyana 
and Suriname but more 
importantly, that links 
to the rest of the South 
American continent,” 
President Ali said.

Suriname’s President, 
H.E Chandrikapersad 
Santokhi had stated that 
the bridge would mark a 
new era for both countries 
in several areas.

“This bridge on the 

Corentyne River is not 
only important to facilitate 
the movement of persons 
and goods, trade and cross 
border cooperation it also 
symbolises a transition 
from the old to a new era; 
the era of wellbeing and 
prosperity of our people 
and freedom, democracy 
and the rule of law,” he said.

The proposed site for 
the bridge has already been 
selected and preparatory 
works have begun.

Meanwhile, the contract 
for the construction of 
a New Demerara River 
Bridge will be signed soon.

“At this stage, a 
specially appointed team is 
concluding the negotiations 
and all the administrative 
details to prepare for the 
signing of the contract 
for the new Demerara 
Harbour Bridge…and the 
sun is getting ready to shine 
brightly because we should 
have a final contract agreed 
on in the very shortest 
possible time,” Minister 

Edghill disclosed.
The announcement 

follows the ‘no objection’ 
by Cabinet back in 
November, for China State 
Construction Engineering 
Corporation Ltd. to 
construct the bridge at a 
cost of some $51.2 billion.

The new bridge forms 
part of government’s drive 
to expand and modernise 
Guyana’s transport 
infrastructure. The new 
bridge will replace the aged 
Demerara Harbour Bridge 
with a modern four-lane 
structure that will facilitate 
greater traffic capacity 
and dramatically improve 
commuter convenience.

Some $1.2 billion was 
recently spent to repair 
at least two-line spans on 
the 44-year-old crossing, 
commissioned on July 02, 
1978.

Millions of dollars more 
will have to be spent on 
the bridge for the next two 
years until the new bridge 
is completed.

32 hinterland bridges 
to be upgraded to international standards

The Government 
of Guyana will soon be 
spending over $2.6 billion to 
upgrade a total of 31 bridges 
to international standards, 
stretching from Kurupukari 
to Lethem.

The Ministry of Public 
Works has begun inviting 
bids for the rehabilitation 
of the bridges from wood to 
concrete.

The locations of the 
bridges to be upgraded are: 
Iwokrama, Pirara, Surama, 

Camudi Bash, Annai, 
Yakarinta, Genip Landing, 
Massara and Point Ranch.

The project has been 
divided into six lots and, it is 
estimated that two bridges 
in lot one would cost some 
$379.7 million while six 
bridges in lot two would cost 
some $515.5 million. In lot 
three, six bridges are to be 
rehabilitated at some $517 
million, six bridges in lot 
four at some $451.8 million, 
another six bridges in lot 

five for some$489 million 
and five bridges in lot six are 
estimated at some $343.9 
million. A total sum of the 
engineer’s estimates would 
see this project costing some 
$2,696,900,000 billion.

The Ministry’s 
Hinterland Engineer, 
Jeffrey Walcott said the 
upgrade forms part of a 
bigger picture that will 
link with the upcoming 
construction of the Linden 
to Mabura road.

The construction of the 
121 kilometres asphaltic $38 
billion road network is being 
supported by the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB). 
Walcott further said that the 
rehabilitation of the bridges 
is to cater for large trucks 
that will be using the route 
when the road is completed.

The Bids are expected to 
be opened in the presence 
of the bidders on February 
1, 2022.
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‘Living’ Local Content Act 
sets framework for Guyanese to win

His Excellency, Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali called 
the Local Content Act 2021 a 
dynamic piece of legislation 
that will set the framework 
for Guyanese to win. 

President Ali made 
the remarks while flanked 
by senior members of 
the Government and 
representatives from the 
local private sector prior to 
assenting the historic Bill.

“It sets the framework 
for Guyanese to win, and 
that is what we’re interested 

in.”
The President said that 

a win for Guyana and its 
citizens translates into a win 
for the region.

“We can assure this 
region and our global 
community that our 
prosperity will bring a better 
environment for the rest of 
the world.”

The Head of State said 
that the assenting of the 
Bill is the start of a dynamic 
journey for Guyanese 
workers and businesses.

He noted that even 
though the country’s oil 
and gas sector is still in 
its infancy stage, further 
development, which will 
be enhanced by the Local 
Content Act, will advance 
the sector’s maturity and 
impartiality.

“So, the Bill itself is a 
bill that would be alive, a 
bill that would be reviewed 
ever-so-often in the context 
of our own development in 
the oil and gas sector.”

President Ali 

emphasised that his 
government’s priority is to 
move Guyana and its citizens 
forward. He said that 
barriers must be dismantled 
to build a cohesive vehicle 
that would drive the country 
to prosperity.

He added that there are 
many initiatives and projects 
of “tremendous magnitude” 
that the government will 
pursue that will be put to 
the local private sector to 
“mobilise local financing 
and local involvement”.

“In those projects, 
we would like to see all 
segments of the population 
involved, and we would like 
to see leadership from the 
private sector.” 

The Head of State also 
took the time to thank all of 
the stakeholders that were 
involved in the consultations 
that helped to craft the bill 
including “organisations, 
farmers, private sector 
[and] civil society”.

He also thanked 
members of his government.

High praises were also 
given to the youths involved 
in drafting the bill.

The president gave 
his assent to the Natural 
Resource Fund Bill 2021 
and the Fiscal Management 
and Accountability 
(Amendment) Bill 2021.

Now that the Bills 
have become Acts, they 
will aid the Government in 
adding more structure to its 
overall plans for developing 
Guyana and the lives of all 
Guyanese.

His Excellency, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali assenting to the Local Content Bill as Ministers of Government, government officials, 
members of the civil society and the private sector look on

Plans to set up Local Content 
Secretariat moving apace

The landmark passage 
of the Local Content Bill 
21 of 2021 has paved the 
way for the establishment 
of a Local Content 
Secretariat, which the 
PPP/C government said 
will effectively monitor and 
oversee the local content 
framework.

Minister of Natural 
Resources, Vickram 
Bharrat said while the 
process to establish the 
administrative body is at 
the implementation stage, 
works are moving apace.

“We are putting 
together the register, the 
format, the guidelines 
and we are looking too, at 
staffing for the secretariat. 
We are looking at maybe in 
another week or two, we can 
actually start registering 
companies,” the minister 
said.

The register, Minister 
Bharrat asserted, will 
include Guyanese for 
employment and Guyanese 
nationals and companies 
from which goods and 
services may be procured.

There are 40 services 
laid out in the Bill which 
oil companies and sub-
contractors must procure 
from Guyanese and 
companies locally.

Government’s intention 
is to allow local companies 
and citizens to apply for and 
be issued with a certificate 
of registration, which will 
be granted annually by the 
Secretariat.

The strategy ensures 

citizens benefit from 
economic growth and 
capacity building, 
among other noteworthy 
development opportunities. 

Minister Bharrat 
said the secretariat will 
have a minimum of 10 
staff members, given the 
magnitude of the work. It 
will consist of a director and 
other members, appointed 
by the subject minister.

“We must have 

Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat 

minimum 10 persons to 
work in the secretariat, 
because as you realised it’s 
a lot of work, going through 
the plans and monitoring. 
We are looking at capacity 
development.

 It would require some 
technical staff to ensure 
the implementation is 
done in keeping with the 
legislation,” Minister 
Bharrat explained. 

Accordingly, he said 

companies are currently 
preparing their masterplan 
in accordance with the 
four-month period stated 
in the legislation. 

“There is a four-month 
period for them to do so. 
We would start monitoring 
within a six-month period 
and then those targets in the 
schedule are for December 
2022,” the minister added. 

The administrative 
office will develop and 
maintain measures for the 
effective implementation of 
local content by contractors, 
sub-contractors and 
licencees; develop and 
implement strategies that 
will give preference to or 
ensure equal treatment 
of citizens and Guyanese 
companies.

Further, the body will 
conduct market analysis; 
develop guidelines and 
formats for local content 
plans and reporting; 
procurement, training, 
among other prominent 
areas within the sector. 
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Close to 1000 
housing units are being 
constructed by the Central 
Housing and Planning 
Authority (CH&PA) 
targeting low to moderate 
income earners, as well as 
young professionals. 

This is in keeping with 
the PPP/C government’s 

Over $9.3 billion 
was expended to bring 
emergency relief to more 
than 50,000 households 
in some 300 communities 
across the nation in 2021. 

Of this sum, over $7.8 
billion was exhausted to 
assist persons who were 
severely affected by the May/
June rains, while another 
$1.5 billion was spent on 
emergency drainage and 
irrigation works.

During a recent 
interview, Minister of 
Agriculture Zulfikar 
Mustapha said despite the 
fact that the food sector was 
badly hit by the inclement 
weather, it saw significant 
transformation and 
successes.

“The flood destroyed 

Minister of Agriculture Zulfikar Mustapha inspecting pump at Eversham, Corentyne, Berbice. 

Minister of Agriculture  Zulfikar Mustapha along with some of the farmers from Region One who 
benefited from the flood relief grant

One of the flat young professional homes at Providence. 

Over $9B spent on emergency relief 
to farmers, households in 2021

many sectors within the 
agriculture industry. To 
date, almost 50,000 farmers 
and households were able to 
receive monetary assistance 
in terms of relief,” Minister 
Mustapha said. 

His Excellency Dr. 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali had 
announced in July, that over 
$7.8 billion would be made 
available to assist flood-
affected citizens, following 
the prolonged rainfall. 

Some $3.5 billion 
was transferred to 
homestead farmers, kitchen 
gardeners and households. 
Homestead farmers 
received $100,000 each, 
kitchen gardeners $50,000 
each, while households 
excluding kitchen gardens 
and homestead farms were 

given $50,000 each.
Approximately $3.2 

billion was disbursed to 
rice farmers as over 50,000 
acres of rice land and 2,000 
farmers were directly 
affected. Assistance was 
also given to farmers in the 
livestock industry. 

 “We were able to 
transform the agriculture 
sector, we were able to move 
our programmes rapidly, 
especially the drainage and 
irrigation programme. This 
was a tremendous success 
in terms of building back the 
capacity to withstand the 
flood,” Minister Mustapha 
emphasised. 

He said the National 
Drainage and Irrigation 
Authority (NDIA) also 
expended approximately 
$1.5 billion to conduct 
massive emergency works.

“Over a dozen new 
machineries were given to 
NDIA. We have seen an 
additional 13 new pumps 
being placed across the 
country,” the minister 
added. 

Minister Mustapha said 
about 93 new drainage and 

irrigation structures were 
maintained nationwide, as 
well as about 743 kilometers 
primary drainage and 1,781 
kilometers of secondary 
drainage. 

He said construction had 
started on a 33.3-kilometer 
farm to market road, noting 
that one will be established 
along the right bank of 
the Mahaicony Creek. The 
initiative, the minister 
explained, will open up 
thousands of acres of new 
farm lands. 

In 2021, the Ministry 
of Agriculture was granted 
$28.7 billion through 
budgetary allocations. It 
first received $22.6 billion 
and later, $6.1 billion was 
provided via supplementary 
funding. 

1000 homes being built for low to moderate 
income earners, young professionals

manifesto promise 
to improve the living 
standards of Guyanese 
through the provision of 
affordable housing for 
families at all income 
levels.

In a recent interview 
with the Department 
of Public Information 

(DPI,) Minister of 
Housing and Water 
Collin Croal revealed that 
approximately 590 low 
and moderate homes are 
being constructed. 

These include, 350 
two- bedroom elevated 
units in Cummings Lodge, 
Greater Georgetown; 
100 two-bedroom flat 

units in Prospect, East 
Bank Demerara; 100 
two- bedroom flat units 
in Williamsburg, Region 
Six; and 40 two-bedroom 
elevated units in Amelia’a 
Ward, Linden, Region 
Ten. 

Minister Croal said a 
number of these homes 
have been completed, 
particularly in Cummings 
Lodge, and allottees have 
begun to occupy them.  

Additionally, 350 
young professional units 
are being constructed. 
Of that amount, are 200 
two-storey and flat units 
being constructed at 
Providence, East Bank 
Demerara and another 
150 under construction in 
Prospect. So far, 100 units 
have been completed in 
Providence.  

Minister Croal said the 
homes are in high demand 
particularly, by young 
professionals and other 
working - class citizens. 

“Because persons are 
working in the various 
disciplines to go through 
the hassle of having to 
deal with contractors and 
getting time off to buy 
materials… The demand 
is great and that is why 
in our 2022 programme 
we are targeting to build 
many more houses,” he 
said. 

The project to 
construct houses was 
conceptualised by His 
Excellency, Dr. Mohamed 
Irfaan who had initiated 
the ‘turn key’ homes 
initiative when he served 
as housing minister prior 
to 2015.
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President Ali launches Agriculture and Innovation 
Entrepreneurship Programme for youth

His Excellency Dr. 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
launched the Agriculture 
and Innovation 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 
Programme to bolster 
the agriculture sector, 
empower youths and 
create jobs.

The project would be 
done through interagency 
and inter-ministry 
support systems that will 
see collaboration from the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Ministry of Culture, 
Youth and Sport, the 
Ministry of Tourism, 
Industry and Commerce 
and the Joint Services, 
among other groups.

Through support 
and investments by 
the government and 
the private sector, the 
programme will provide 
the capacity for the 
growth and development 
of young Guyanese in the 

agriculture sector.
The first phase will 

see young people forming 
a company and building 
25 shaded houses to plant 
high-value crops such as 
broccoli and cauliflower.

Speaking at the 
launch at the Arthur 
Chung Conference Centre 
(ACCC), the president said 
that according to data, the 
shade house production 
per cycle is expected to be 
3000 pounds, and with 
three cycles per annum, it 
will jump to approximately 
9000 pounds per year.

The wholesale value of 
this, he said, is $57 million, 
while the retail value 
stands at approximately 
$112 million.

“So, you are talking 
here about a business that 
can generate in a net sense 
using these three costs, 
close to $60 to $70 million 
annually.”

Guyana’s agriculture 
sector continues to make its 
mark on the international 
food market, with the 
British Virgin Islands (BVI), 
and the European nations 
of Estonia and Slovenia 
being among the newest 
rice export destinations in 
2021.

Minister of Agriculture 
Zulfikar Mustapha during 
a recent interview, said 
he is optimistic that the 
demand of Guyana’s rice 
will heighten in 2022, as 
the government intends to 
increase investments in the 
sector.

“We have increased 

The president said 
that the programme will 
be one part of a “more 
macro vision” that would 
eventually be expanded to 
every region to have about 
300 shade houses across 
the country.

These shade houses, 
he noted, will be managed 
by past and present 
agriculture students who 

will form themselves into 
a company, with each 
becoming a shareholder.

In addition, an 
advisory committee would 
assist them in setting up 
and coordinating their 
company and operations.  
They are also expected to 
manage their business on 
a rotational basis.

“What will take 

Guyana forward is what we 
are doing here; building 
responsible leadership 
and having young people 
lead in that responsible 
leadership because you 
are the ones who will 
inherit this Guyana that 
we want to build, and you 
have to be a key part of 
building that responsible 
leadership.”

His excellency Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali at the launch of the Agriculture and Innovation 
Entrepreneurship Programme, at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre.

Rice being prepared for export

Rice being prepared for export

Guyana secured new rice 
market in Europe in 2021

our market to those three 
countries, we now have 
close to about 42 countries 
where we are exporting 
rice and we are looking to 
improve on that,” Minister 
Mustapha said. 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
the massive impact 
of COVID-19 and the 
devastating May/June 
flood, in 2021, the nation’s 
rice industry alone raked 
in $42.2 billion (US $201 
million) after exporting 
approximately 434,535 
tons of rice. 

Since the PPP/C 
government took office in 
2020, Guyana was able 

to extend its produce to a 
number of countries. 

Additionally, the 
agriculture sector was also 
able to contribute some $2.6 
billion to Guyana’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) in 
2021 from the exportation 
of non-traditional crops.

“The other crops sector 
has made a significant 
contribution to the 
country’s GDP… when I 
mean other crops, things 
that people look forward 
for, like small crops, they 
call it cash crops…. we 
have seen a contribution of 
$2.6 billion,” the minister 
explained. 

It is one of the many 
visions of His Excellency 
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
to make the necessary 
investments so farmers here 
could create and increase 
the level of production 
and profitability. The 
government also wants to 
reduce the Food Import 
Bill. 

Minister Mustapha said 
more developments could 
have taken place last year if 
the country-wide flooding 

did not occur. 
“But I think that we 

are moving aggressively 
now, and we are more on 
the verge of making our 
contribution and our mark 
in the Caribbean market.”

Due to the floods, 
government provided 
significant assistance to 
help affected citizens. 
Approximately $7.8 billion 
was distributed to some 
50,000 flood affected 
farmers across the country. 
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Oil and gas workers offshore Guyana

Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat championed 
the Local Content Bill 2021

Building momentum, Bolstering wealth creation 

For a very long time, 
Guyana had been starving 
for its government to make 
swift movements to prepare 
the regulatory framework 
of the petroleum sector, so 
that the wealth coming up 
from underground could 
stay with Guyanese to an 
extent that its countrymen 
could appreciate. What was 
lacking for many years since 
2015 were leaders with the 
political will that is necessary 
to take this country forward. 
But in 2021, the country saw 
a refreshing acceleration of 
action to build its regulation. 
So much has happened in 
that 12-month period that any 
fair commentator will agree - 
Guyana’s oil and gas industry 
is in capable hands. Let’s 
explore some of the gains the 
government made last year. 

Little was done to update 
the legislation which governs 
the petroleum industry locally, 
during the APNU+AFC’s 
tenure. All the while, the 
media lamented the sloth to 
act on this critical need. The 
previous administration, only 
until after it was defeated by 
the No Confidence Motion of 
December 21, 2018, defied its 
Caretaker Status and tabled and 
passed the Natural Resource 
Fund Bill 2019 into law while 
the country reeled from 
uncertainty over the stability 
of Guyana’s democracy and a 
loss of confidence in Guyana’s 
institutions. When the PPP/C 
Government finally took 
the reins after a five-month 
assault on democracy by the 
APNU+AFC, President, Dr. 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali mobilised 
his government to fast -track 
two pieces of legislation. In just 
over a year, the Government 
tabled and passed them - the 
Natural Resource Fund Bill 
2021, which replaced the old 
Act, and the Local Content Bill 
2021.

New Sovereign Wealth 
Fund legislation

The Natural Resource 
Fund Act 2021 adds new 
governance mechanisms for 
Guyana’s oil funds, in the form 
of a board of directors. It also 
removed the old, complex 
withdrawal rules, and now 
provides a simpler rule which 
allows the public to understand 
with great clarity, the system 
which will be used to manage 
the withdrawal of funds. The 
replacement of the old Act 
was necessary as it was passed 
during a period when the 
government fell, and featured 
provisions which conspired 
against transparency and 
public understanding. 

Strong local content 
targets enshrined in law 

The Local Content 
legislation sets out strong 
targets for oil companies 
and their subcontractors 
to meet when it comes to 
hiring Guyanese persons 
and awarding contracts to 
businesses, which will result 
in a near takeover of oil 
operations by locals once the 
industry sticks to the Act. The 
legislation also establishes 
mechanisms to deal with 
companies that do not meet 
their targets. 

An Amendment was 
also made to the Petroleum 
(Exploration and Production) 
Act, which streamlines land 
use provisions to allow for the 
installation of infrastructure 
which will benefit the sector. 
The amendment is meant to 
facilitate the upcoming gas-
to-shore pipeline which will 
transport from the Liza field 
for power generation, and 
the fibre optic cable which 
will allow for Government 
to monitor ExxonMobil’s 
offshore operations. 

Training opportunities 
for Guyanese

Under its flagship project, 
Guyana Online Academy 
of Learning (GOAL), the 
Government of Guyana 
offered technical courses to 
Guyanese so they can take 
up careers in the oil and gas 
sector. The programme, which 
is being done in partnership 
with a world-class workforce 
development company called 
3T Enermech, targets 150 
students in the first phase. 

Prior to this partnership, 
GOAL also introduced the 
Masters level programmes 
which will position Guyanese 
for careers in the industry.

New EITI multi-
stakeholder group 
appointed 

Minister of Natural 
Resources, Vickram Bharrat 
presided over the appointment 
of a new multi-stakeholder 
group for the Extractive 
Industries Transparency 
Initiative (EITI), which is 
responsible for implementing 
the standard of the global 
EITI. The MSG has the role of 
preparing Guyana’s next EITI 
report. 

Initiated procurement 
for beneficial ownership 
register

During GYEITI week 
in June, Minister Bharrat 
indicated that Guyana 
has started its search for 
a consultant to establish a 
beneficial ownership register. 
This is something that the 
media and accountability 
advocates have been calling 
for, for a very long time. The 
creation of the register is part 
of Guyana’s obligations to the 
EITI. The register will improve 

transparency in the industry 
by giving the public a front row 
seat to who all the real players 
are, behind the companies 
operating in Guyana. 

Secured over GY$900M 
in flaring fees

Responding to public 
concern over offshore flaring 
by ExxonMobil’s Guyana 
affiliate, Esso Exploration and 
Production Guyana Limited 
(EEPGL), the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
amended the Liza Phase 
One environmental permit 
with terms and conditions 
relating to emissions reporting 
requirements, technical 
considerations for flaring, 
timelines for flaring, and 
an obligation to pay for the 
emission of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) as a result of flaring in 
excess of these timelines. 

The EPA had implemented 
a flaring fee of US$30 per 
tonne CO2 emitted, but later 
increased it to US$45 per 
tonne. So far, the regulator has 
collected more than GY$900 
million in payments for flaring 
related to oil product activities 
at the site of the Liza Destiny 
floating production, storage 
and offloading (FPSO) vessel. 

Advanced gas to energy 
project

The government has 
invited interested parties 
to invest in the gas-to-
energy project in the Wales 
Development Zone (WDZ). 
The decision was made out 
of over 20 studied locations. 
The selection paved the way 
for the commencement of 
studies which will guide the 
project design. Early in 2021, 
Vice President Jagdeo held 
a meeting with publishers of 
media houses and gave them a 

comprehensive rundown of the 
government’s plans, allowing 
them to pose questions about 
any clarity they needed. In 
December, the Government 
said that it decided the planned 
power plant and natural 
gas liquids facility would 
be built together, as a cost-
saving measure, and invited 
expressions of interest on 
this basis. The expanded Low 
Carbon Development Strategy 
(LCDS) was launched, which 
outlines plans to increase 
Guyana’s capacity to generate 
power from natural gas, with 
dual-fuel heavy fuel oil and 
natural gas (HFO/NG) plants. 
The effect this project will have 
will be revolutionary, because 
the cost of power has wide-
reaching impacts on businesses 
across several sectors. The 
avenues that low-cost power 
will open for Guyana will 
catapult its development in 
epic proportions. 

Strengthened bilateral 
cooperation in oil and gas 

The PPP/C government 
has revolutionised the way 
Guyana does economic 
diplomacy, and has 
strengthened relations with 
many countries. Two notable 
countries it boasts stronger 
relationships with, following 
interactions in 2021, are 
Suriname and Ghana. 

In August, Guyana 
welcomed Suriname’s 
President Chandrikapersad 
Santokhi for an official visit. 
During a press conference 
culminating that visit, 
President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali said that he, and Santokhi, 
agreed that the two countries 
would develop a joint strategy 
for the development of the 
Guyana-Suriname basin, 
and in support of the human 
development resources 
needed to meet the industry 
requirement. The countries 
will also establish a common 
gas strategy to facilitate 
development in infrastructure, 
manufacturing and natural 
resources. 

In December, a Ghanaian 
delegation visited Guyana, 
led by Vice President Dr. 
Mahamudu Bawumia. 
During that three-day visit, 
Government consulted with 
the delegation on its Natural 
Resource Fund and Local 
Content legislation.
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POSITIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH
	● The	economy	grew	by	14.5	per	cent	during	the	first	six	months	of	
2021,	and	continued	its	upward	trajectory,	despite	challenges	posed	
by	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	

KEY DEVELOPMENT AGENDA PUSHED
	● The	tabling	of	a	$383.1	billion	2021	budget	steered	the	nation	onto	a	
path	of	economic	transformation,	with	the	financing	of	several	key	
development	projects.	

ALLEVIATING EMERGENCY & NATIONAL DISASTERS
	● Approximately	$50	billion	in	supplementary	financing	was	secured	
for	critical	interventions,	including	relief	to	farmers	and	others	
affected	by	the	May-June	floods.

INCREASED MORTGAGE RELIEF
	● Increased	mortgage	financing	for	homeowners	was	facilitated	
through	the	signing	of	agreements	with	the	Bank	of	Baroda	and	
the	New	Building	Society.	The	mortgage	ceiling	for	the	financial	
institution	moved	from	$12	to	$15	Million.	

REDUCED NIS BACKLOG
	● The	National	Insurance	Scheme	led	a	countrywide	outreach	initiative	
that	resulted	in	the	resolution	of	hundreds	of	backlogged	cases.

SEVERAL INVESTMENTS SECURED
	● These	include	the	inking	of	an	agreement	with	Midas	BPO	for	
the	creation	of	250	business	process	outsourcing	(BPO)	jobs	in	
Linden,	and	meeting	with	several	companies	to	help	facilitate	their	
expansion	and	create	more	jobs.

DEBT CEILINGS HIKED
	● The	ceilings	for	domestic	and	
external	debt	were	increased	
to	fix	several	inherited	liabilities	
that	were	unearthed	after	
government	assumed	office	in	
2020.	The	adjustment	was	also	
to	facilitate	new	financing	for	
the	government’s	transformative	
development	agenda,	catered	for	
in	Budget	2021.	The	domestic	debt	
ceiling	was	increased	from	$150	
to	$500	billion,	while	the	external	
debt	ceiling	moved	from	$400	to	
$650	billion.

STIMULATING THE 
ECONOMY
	● A	number	of	other	relief	measures	
were	introduced	and	translated	
to	tangible	benefits	by	injecting	
fiscal	stimuli	into	economy.	These	
include	a	one-off	cash	grant	of	
$250,000	distributed	to	severed	
sugar	workers;	a	one-off	grant	of	
$25,000	to	all	old	age	pensioners,	
public	assistance	recipients,	and	
persons	living	with	disabilities;	
and	the	restoration	and	increasing	
of	the	‘Because	We	Care’	cash	
grant.

BUDGET PROCESS FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AGENCIES 
STRENGTHENED
	● Amendments	were	tabled	to	the	Fiscal	Management	and	Accountability	
Act,	which	articulate	a	transparent	process	for	the	submission,	
consideration	and	approval	of	budgets	for	the	constitutional	agencies,	
while	preserving	their	independence.

HISTORIC OIL LEGISLATION PASSED
	● The	Natural	Resource	Fund	Bill	2021,	was	passed	into	law,	creating	
a	robust,	practical	and	transparent	framework	for	the	management	
of	the	wealth	resulting	from	the	development	of	Guyana’s	petroleum	
resources.

SALARY INCREASE & 
BONUS
	● Over	$14	billion	was	paid	out	
in	salaries	and	bonuses	in	
December.		The	monies	covered	
an	across-the-board	increase	
of	seven	(7)	per	cent	in	the	
wages	and	salaries	of	public	
servants,	teachers,	members	
of	the	Disciplined	Services,	
Constitutional	office	holders,	
government	pensioners	and	sugar	
workers;	two-week	tax-free	bonus	
for	all	health	sector	employees;	
and	the	restoration	of	the	joint	
services’	full	month	tax	
free	bonus.

GUYANA’S ECONOMIC OUTLOOK IMPROVED
- A 2021 Year-in-Review

“This grant is a real big relief for me because 
I lose plenty rice and this will put me back on 
my feet”- Farmer Mahendra Ganpat on the 
distribution of flood relief grants.

“We had a lot of hard time because of the 
pandemic. Then our children had come out 
for school and we found it difficult but now, 
the government is helping us, and we are so 
happy”- Rosita Hill on the distribution of  
‘Because We Care’ cash grant.

“This is quite a nice venture to provide 
something for us to do, since you know in 
Linden there isn’t many jobs”- Rayon Brummel 
on the government creating jobs in Linden 
in partnership with Midas BPO.

“The pandemic is a challenge not just with the 
work but the patients as well... it took a toll on 
us mentally... this bonus will help us to cushion 
ourself for next year”- Nursing Assistant/
Midwife Jevita Pearson on the two-weeks 
bonus payout to public health workers.

“It is very exciting. Who would not want this, 
and especially for the season? I am very grateful 
for it”- Constable W 24967 Adonis on His 
Excellency, President Irfaan Ali reinstating 
the Joint Services one- month tax-free 
bonus.

“I worked from since 1986 with GuSuCo 
to 2008, and they were not finding all my 
contributions, but thank God I finally got 
through with my contributions”- Region Two 
Resident Muneshwar Samaroo on receiving 
his NIS contribution after seven years of 
trying.
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Through the Lens: 
The Versatility of the Cassava Plant

A staple among the Indigenous peoples of Guyana, the cassava plant holds a special place in the hearts and, of 
course, the kitchens of all Guyanese. Classified as either bitter or sweet, the most common varieties are known by 
the locals as Uncle Mack and Butterstick. Interesting names, right? Well, with over 30 varieties of cassava grown 
in Guyana, unorthodox names are to be expected. 

Bitter and Sweet 
Cassava
There is a clear distinction between 
bitter cassava and sweet cassava, 
and caution must be taken. Sweet 
cassava is edible immediately 
upon being cooked and can be 
prepared in a variety of dishes that 
are relished by Guyanese all across 
the country. Savoury egg-balls, 
cassava-balls and cassava puffs 
are go-to favourites. Roadside 
snackettes have tapped into the 
demand for these snacks and they 
never disappoint. Cassava pone, 
‘boil and fry,’ and even cassava 
salad are a part of the list. When 
you’re in Georgetown, you certainly 
won’t be able to miss it. 

Bitter cassava, on the other hand, 
contains the toxin cyanide which 
must be carefully extracted before 
the cassava can be made into edible 
offerings, some of which are listed 
below. 

Cassava Bread
Cassava bread, the main product of 
the bitter cassava is a crispy, biscuit-
like product that traditionally goes 
along well with Pepperpot, a very 
popular Indigenous dish among 
coast-landers and tuma pot, a more 
traditional dish in Indigenous 
communities.

Cassava bread is made from 
the residue after the juice of the 
cassava has been extracted using 
a long cylindrical nibbi extractor 
called a matapee. This residue is 
then dried for a day or two, sifted, 
then baked on a scorching hot 
griddle. It may be used while soft 
and hot, or dried out in the sun for 
a few hours, then packaged/stored 
for sale. The Guyana Shop is one of 
the most reliable sources of tasty 
cassava bread in Georgetown.  

Cassava Cassareep
Interestingly, the same juice 
extracted from the bitter cassava 
after it has been grated is boiled 
for several hours in a large pot, 
the film is continuously skimmed 
off as it comes to the surface until 
the liquid is thick, sticky, and 
almost black. That substance is 
the pure, unprocessed cassareep. 
It has a tacky consistency, and, 

when bottled, does not pour easily. 
Cassareep is, however, one of 
the finest and most sought-after 
condiments in Guyanese cuisine 
used for making the popular 
Guyanese dish pepperpot. You 
can find bottles of cassareep at 
any of the shopping outlets across 
Guyana. 

its versatility. It can be eaten raw, 
made into a porridge or even used 
as a rice substitute. When it’s safe 
to travel again, you can visit the 
Backyard Cafe in Georgetown, and 
witness Chef Delven whip up some 
truly creative dishes with farine. 
Or, you can dine at a modern 
Indigenous spot called Tacuma 
Restaurant and Bar to satisfy your 
cravings. 

Beverages
Cassava not only makes delicious 
meals and snacks, but it also makes 
some very sought-after alcoholic 
beverages. Piwari and Kasiri are 
some of the most popular among 
the Indigenous community. Piwari 
specifically is featured at special 
feasts. It is made from cassava 
bread which is baked much longer, 
then broken into pieces and placed 
into a pot with water. Pieces are 
chewed by the women of the village 
and replaced in the pot, slightly 
boiled then left for a few days to 
ferment. The result is one of the 
strongest alcoholic brews known 
to the Indigenous people. It is 
considered discourteous to refuse 
when offered. 

When it’s safe to travel again, we 
look forward to welcoming you to 
enjoy the versatility of the cassava 
plant as much as you can. And of 
course, have a shot of piwari with 
our beautiful Indigenous peoples 
when you visit their communities! 

Travel Better in 
Guyana
In Guyana, we recognise we have 
a responsibility to protect and 
conserve our spectacular natural 
and cultural treasures. We’re 
equally blessed that so many of 
our visitors want to lend a hand 
in doing so. We look forward to 
welcoming you to Guyana when it’s 
safe to travel again.

Farine
Made from the residue of what has 
been used to make cassava bread, 
farine has become a staple with 
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As nations in the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) stand to face 
the worst impacts of the 
warming global climate, His 
Excellency, Dr. Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali has called on 
the countries to stand with 
Guyana and accept its 
support as they transition 
to cleaner energy sources. 

His Excellency Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali 

The handing over ceremony for the solar photovoltaic power 
generation plant 

Guyana offers support to sister 
CARICOM nations’ energy transition 

He said Guyana is 
prepared to work with 
the region on renewable 
energy opportunities and 
help CARICOM play its 
collective role in the fight 
against climate change.

The President made 
the offer during the 
handing over ceremony 
for a solar photovoltaic 
power generation 
plant at CARICOM’s 
Secretariat, Liliendaal. 
The 400-kilowatt solar 
generation project was 
undertaken through a 
US$17.8 million grant 
agreement between the 
Governments of Guyana 
and Japan. Some US$7 
million was earmarked 
for the project. It provides 
more than 1,500 solar 
panels for the Secretariat.

Thanking Japan for its 
contribution to CARICOM, 

President Ali talked about 
the region’s commitment 
to renewable energy, and 
fighting climate change. 
These ideals, the President 
explained, underscore 
the need for the region to 
transition to energy sources 
such as solar, hydro and 
wind power. 

“Whatever we do here 

that brings prosperity to 
the people of Guyana can 
be replicated - and we will 
support - that prosperity to 
the rest of the region, and 
that is our commitment 
that we are making… Once 
we are together, and we 
partner on a common 
agenda and a common 
policy framework, we can 
achieve great things.”

He said that as 
an innovative region, 
CARICOM must show its 
determination to resolve 
issues of unreliable and 
unsustainable energy.

The region, the 
President said, cannot talk 
about renewable energy 
and make no attempt to 
take action at the regional 
level, nor could it talk 
about the importance of 
low-cost power without 
implementing projects 

which promote efficiency in 
its utilisation of energy and 
money.

Noting that countries 
are already making strides, 
Dr. Ali noted Barbados’ 
National Energy Policy 
2019 to 2030, which sets 
out a plan to become fossil 
fuel free by 2030. He also 
noted Jamaica’s pursuit of 
a national grid that sources 
30 per cent of its energy 
from renewable sources 
by 2030, moving up to 50 
per cent by 2037. Guyana’s 
expanded low carbon 
development strategy has 
projected that the country’s 
energy mix would be 67 per 
cent renewable by 2035. 

“I’m using these 
examples; I can go to every 
single country and point out 
specific examples in which 
the countries are not only 
pursuing a pathway, but to 
alternative energy, but they 
are putting measurable 
indicators within that 
pathway so you can know 
exactly what the countries 
are looking to achieve.”

President Ali told the 
gathering that Guyana is a 
member of the International 
Solar Alliance, and has 
been working closely with 
The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI), a New 
Delhi based research 
institute that specialises 
in energy and sustainable 
development. Through its 
partnership with TERI, the 
President said Guyana has 
carried out programmes 
and projects to build its 
capacity, and that Guyana 
is looking to bring more 
regional partners into the 
partnership with TERI. 

“Guyana, with the 
support of organisations 
such as TERI, can offer 
to the region, energy 

performance studies to 
identify options for energy 
conservation measures 
for implementation by the 
industries to reduce their 
energy consumption levels. 
We can offer technology 
assessment studies for 
buildings, public utilities, 
industry sectors with regard 
to energy and environment.

We can offer support 
to energy intensive 
small and medium scale 
industries through energy 
sector studies, technology 
deployment, demonstration 
and creating an enabling 
environment for largescale 
adoption of energy efficient 
technological options. We 
can offer support in research 
on transfer, and diffusion 
of environmentally sound 
technologies in the context 
of climate change, and 
we can offer support in 
capacity building and 
training programmes for 
industry stakeholders that 
help them in adopting best 
practices.”

President Ali also 
reiterated the need to seek 
support for adaptation 
from the international 
community. When he 
mounted the world stage 
last November at the 26th 
Conference of Parties 
(COP26) of the United 

Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), 
Guyana’s President took 
the developed world to task 
over the fact that it has not 
kept its promises to provide 
support to small island 
developing states for their 
climate mitigation and 
adaptation needs. 

The President believes 
it is extremely important 
for those countries to put 
their money where their 
mouths are. 

“We are not only heavily 
affected by climate change. 
We are the worst affected 
by climate change, and in 
all development aid and 
development programs, 
we have to see this region 
as a region that has really 
faced the brunt of climate 
change, and we are the 
most exposed to climate 
change and climate events. 
There must be a more 
aggressive deployment 
of resources to help us to 
advance our technologies, 
to help us in our mitigation 
measures, and help us in 
our adaptation measures.”

The President also 
called on these countries 
and organisations to put 
urgent measures in place 
to assist the CARICOM 
region. 

The $2.5 billion ferry 
that will ply the Barima-
Waini (Region One) to 
Georgetown, route is 
expected to be in Guyana 
at the end of the year. 

The vessel, which 
is being funded by the 
Government of India, 
is being constructed by 
Garden Reach Shipbuilders 
and Engineers Limited.

$2.5B ferry to ply Georgetown/North West route 
to arrive by year-end 

“We are happy to 
report to you that work 
is ahead of schedule on 
this project. A team from 
Guyana visited India in 
November and the report 
is that we should have this 
ferry in Guyana, ready 
for operation within the 
last quarter of this year,” 
Minister of Public Works,  
Juan Edghill disclosed 

during the Ministry’s 
recent end-of-year press 
conference.

The current set up of 
the stellings will not suit 
the design for the new 
ferry, hence, Minister 
Edghill said, the facilities 
are being re-designed to 
accommodate it.

“Both the Georgetown 
Transport and Harbours 

facility, the facility at 
Kumaka, Morawhanna, 
as well as Port Kaituma 
will be reconfigured and 
work is advancing on that 
to facilitate the new ferry 
from India,” Minister 
Edghill said.

Funding for the ferry 
was sourced through a 
$3.6 billion line of grant 
and credit from the 

Government of India.  
When the contract was 
signed in January 2021, 
Minister Edghill had 
disclosed that the funds 
were available since 
2015, but no contract was 
awarded.

Construction of the 
new vessel will replace the 
aged M.V. Kimbia.
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Govt aims to build modern abattoir 
to boost pork export  

The establishment 
of a new swine abattoir 
is expected to positively 
impact Guyana’s swine 
industry, as it would finally 
make way for Guyana to 
be able to export pork and 
other byproducts of swine 
to external markets.

During a meeting 
with members of the 
Guyana Swine Producers’ 
Association (GSPA), 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Zulfikar Mustapha said 
an initial investment was 
made by the government in 
2021 for the establishment 
of the abattoir. 

“Last year we awarded 
a contract to commence 
internal works such as 
utilities, roads, and fencing 
for $30 million. We have 
an estimated amount for 
this year’s budget that was 
submitted to the Ministry 
of Finance. Once those 
funds are approved, we’ll 
be able to move forward 
with the project,” Minister 
Mustapha said.

Alluding to the fact 
that the abattoir will 
allow Guyanese swine 
producers the ability to 

access additional markets 
outside of Guyana, 
Minister Mustapha said the 
government is exploring 
the possibility of a Private 
Public Partnership (PPP) 
agreement in place to 
manage the facility.

The ministry is currently 
carrying out preliminary 
works in Garden of Eden 
on the East Bank of 
Demerara, after which 
a modular facility with 
international standards 
will be set up. Additionally, 
the government will be 
looking to have the facility 
ISO certified, thus clearing 
the way for export to other 
parts of the world.

As it relates to issues 
concerning traceability, 

The construction of 
some twenty-five (25) 
Core Homes under the 
Adequate Housing & Urban 
Accessibility Programme 
(AHUAP) is advancing on 
the West Bank of Demerara, 
Region Three. 

Twenty-one (21) of 
the 25 core homes under 
construction are between 
50-100 per cent completed.

The homes are 
currently being built in 
the communities of Lust-
en-Rust, Onderneeming, 
La Parfaite Harmonie, 
Recht-Door-Zee and 
Westminister.

The core homes are no 
less than 400 square feet 
single-family homes with 
concrete blocks for the 
outer walls and floors, basic 
doors, windows, electrical 
wiring, water connections 
etc. Further, the homes 
are designed to meet basic 
standards that a family can 
move into and affordably 
expand over time. All 

Minister Mustapha said 
that the Guyana Food 
Safety Authority will be 
tasked with ensuring such 
products are safe for human 
consumption adding that 
legislations are currently 
being drafted to further 
enhance those areas.

“We’ve been working on 
implementing traceability 
through the Guyana Food 
Safety Authority. This 
authority was formed 
but this is the first year 
that it will come into 
operation. One of the main 
functions of the authority 
is to ensure the food we 
eat is considered safe for 
human consumption. 
We are now looking at 
areas like traceability for 

all the sectors because 
it is important that such 
systems are put in place. 
We also have a number 
of legislations that are 
currently being drafted 
that seek to enhance food 
safety and traceability in 
our country,” Minister 
Mustapha said.

Recently appointed 
Chairman of the GSPA’s, 
Forest Smartt told the 
minister that one of their 
challenges is access to 
affordable feed from local 
rice mills. He said that, in 
addition to varying costs 
of feed amongst suppliers, 
farmers are often under 
strain to feed their animals, 
more so due to the impacts 
of the global pandemic, 

COVID-19.
In this regard, Minister 

Mustapha said, prior to 
the meeting, the ministry 
sought to engage the 
Guyana Rice Producers’ 
Association on the issue.

“I’ve asked the GLDA 
to get the approximate 
quota of the Association 
so that we’ll be able to 
further engage the Guyana 
Rice Millers’ Association. 
I’ve already discussed this 
matter with them and 
they are prepared to help. 
In the long term, we are 
looking to be self-sufficient 
in producing proteins for 
our feed industry. We’ve 
started a project with the 
corn and soya bean. By the 
end of this year, we should 
be able to start cultivating 
between 7,000 to 10,000 
acres. Next year, we hope 
to go straight on to 30,000 
acres. As a government, 
we are also looking to 
address the concerns in 
the region by being able 
to export and supply other 
Caribbean markets with 
these proteins,” Minister 
Mustapha said.

Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha meeting with members of the Guyana Swine 
Producers’ Association.

One of the completed core homes

West Bank Demerara core homes 
almost completed

beneficiaries are persons 
who possess ownership of 
the land and are required 
to pay an equity share 
contribution of $100,000. 
By February 2022 all 
works are expected to be 
completed.

The construction of 
these homes follow the 
inking of $65,138,832 
in contracts last August 
between the Central 
Housing & Planning 
Authority (CH&PA) and 
two contractors. 

The project, which 
is funded by the Inter-
American Development 
Bank (IDB), aims to assist 
vulnerable Guyanese, 
living in poor structures 
considered to be 
uninhabitable. 

Some $98,920,225 
in contracts were also 
awarded under the second 
component of AHUAP 
– Home Improvement 
Subsidies. A Home 
Improvement Subsidy is 

a $500,000 grant in the 
form of building materials 
for repairs to walls, floors, 
electrical works and 
sanitation improvements, 
among others.

The agency has since 
reopened applications 
for both AHUAP 
components until February 
7, 2022. The initiative 

encompasses Westminster, 
Onderneeming, Recht-
Door-Zee, Lust en Rust, and 
Parfaite Harmonie Phase 
II on the West Bank of 
Demerara in Region Three. 
Meanwhile, in Region Four 
the boundary spans from 
Georgetown to Grove on 
the East Bank of Demerara; 
from Georgetown to La 

Bonne Intention (LBI) on 
the East Coast of Demerara 
and 19 other select 
communities from LBI to 
Hope. Application forms 
can be accessed free of cost 
at CH&PA offices, and all 
local authorities within the 
project boundary or online 
at chpa.gov.gy.
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Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport, Charles Ramson Jr with badminton team

A section of the incomplete Good Hope Secondary School

Following on the heels 
of Squash and Volleyball, 
which commenced late 
last year, the Guyana 
Badminton Association 
(GBA), with the help of the 
Ministry of Culture, Youth 
and Sport and the National 
Sports Commission (NSC), 
has launched the Nursery 
aspect of their Sport 
Academy Programme.

The Nursery is set up 
to introduce and teach new 
players the basics of the 
game before moving on to a 
more advanced level.

Speaking at the launch 
held at the Cliff Anderson 
Sports Hall, Homestretch 
Avenue, Minister of 
Culture, Youth and Sport, 
Charles Ramson Jr. said 
the nursery “is going to help 
to translate and transform 
badminton into something 
a lot more special.”

He further announced 
that the ministry and its 

Badminton Academy programme commences
team will monitor the 
sport to ensure it gains the 
recognition it deserves. 
The ministry also plans 
to introduce the sport 
throughout Guyana. 

“We are going to 
be monitoring what’s 
happening here very rigidly 
to see how it’s unfolding 
and how it can get the 
kind of support so that it 
expands.”

Director of Sport, Steve 

Ninvalle in his address 
relayed the association and 
ministry’s commitment to 
firmly supporting the newly 
commenced nursery.

“The nursery is one 
of the most important 
components of sports 
disciplines. This is where 
we can mould and guide 
and nurture you, so this is 
a very important aspect,” 
Ninvalle said.

 He also extended 

gratitude to the minister for 
enabling young athletes the 
opportunity to train and get 
exposure. 

“The National School 
Commission and by 
extension the Ministry of 
Culture, Youth and Sport 
has stood true to their word 
that this will not be a talk 
shop, this will be something 
that we will see to the end. 
And I do want to thank the 
Honourable Minister for 

this initiative that is going 
to see our National Grid 
being exposed to more 
young, developed and 
talented sports men and 
women.”

The National Sport 
Academy programme 
was unveiled in 2021 as 
part of a strategic move 
by the ministry to take 
those disciplines identified 
in this initial phase to 
another level through long-
term investments by the 
government.

The Academy 
programme got underway 
in mid-December with 
focus on Squash and 
Volleyball.

The Academy will 
initially target the 12-core 
sport, namely Cricket, 
Football, Athletics, 
Basketball, Table Tennis, 
Swimming, Hockey, 
Squash, Rugby, Volleyball, 
Tennis and Badminton.

Good Hope Secondary School to be ready for April
Construction on the 

new Good Hope Second-
ary School is now due to be 
completed in April 2022 in-
stead of August 2021 as was 
previously determined.

The Ministry of Educa-
tion in a release informed 
that there have been “sev-
eral setbacks with the phys-
ical infrastructure not be-
ing completed due to the 
previous contractor failing 
to deliver.”

 It added that after two 
or three extensions, the 
contract with the previous 
contractor was terminated 
by the government. A new 
contractor, R. Bassoo and 
Sons Construction, was 
nominated and both gov-
ernment and the World 
Bank then gave their no-ob-
jection to having the firm 

being awarded the contract 
to complete the school. 

The ministry said, too, 
that the 120 Grade Eight 
students currently enrolled 
will continue to receive 
virtual teaching until the 
school is ready for physical 
attendance.

It was explained that in 
September 2020, 195 stu-
dents were awarded a place 
at the school but the par-
ents of 75 of them accepted 
an offer for a transfer to an-
other school.

The remaining students 
were divided into five class-
es and were initially taught 
Mathematics, English Lan-
guage, Science and Social 
Studies.

According to the min-
istry, the curriculum was 
subsequently expanded 

and the students are now 
being taught Information 
Technology, Agriculture 
Science, Home Economics, 
Industrial Technology and 
Health and Family Life Ed-
ucation (HFLE). Practical 
components of these sub-
jects are done at Annandale 

Secondary School. Eigh-
teen teachers have been 
retained by the ministry to 
teach the students virtually.

At the time when these 
students were placed at the 
school, it had been expect-
ed that work would’ve been 
completed by August 2021. 

Given the delay in com-
pletion, no new student 
was enrolled in September 
2021.

The ministry in its 
statement noted that the 
parents have already been 
updated on the situation at 
the school.

Over 750 informal settlers regularised 
The Central Housing 

and Planning Authority 
(CH&PA) regularised 
over 750 informal settlers 
residing in Regions Four 
and Five last year while 
59 persons squatting on 
government reserves were 
relocated. 

This was revealed by 
Minister of Housing and 
Water, Collin Croal during 
a recent interview with 
the Department of Public 
Information (DPI). 

“This is an ongoing 
exercise. There are a 

number of variables that we 
have to look at. First of all, 
we have to decide on what 
is going to be the usage of 
the area and after that we 
make the determination 
on whether to relocate or 
regularise,” Minister Croal 
explained. 

The housing minister 
emphasised that the PPP/C 
government has embarked 
on a national housing plan 
that caters for the housing 
needs of all Guyanese 
and therefore, there is 
absolutely no need for 

persons to engage in illegal 
land occupation. 

“There is no benefit 
from that because you will 
not be able to benefit from 
basic utilities in a formal 
way and no infrastructure 
works will be done and 
there is also the issue of 
hygiene,” the minister 
noted.  

Last year, the housing 
ministry launched the 
Guyana Strategy for 
Informal Settlements 
Upgrading and Prevention, 
a programme which seeks 

to address and ultimately, 
eliminate squatting across 
the country. 

The programme is being 
executed in partnership 
with the UN-Habitat, the 
European Union (EU) and 
the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific Group of States 
(ACP). 

Minister Croal 
explained that the 
programme will result in 
squatting being dealt with 
in a more structured way, 
taking into consideration 
the increased number of 

squatter settlements across 
the country given the 
influx of migrants into the 
country. 

According to statistics 
compiled by the CH&PA 
last year, 15 per cent of 
the Guyanese population, 
the equivalent of just over 
110,000 people, are living 
in informal settlement 
communities, while 
another 27,500 households 
are known to be residing on 
state lands in 231 informal 
settlement communities.
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Deadline for CJIA expansion works 
extended to June

Ongoing works on the Curtin wall back in December 2021

Ongoing works on the Superstructure back in December 2021

The revised deadline 
for the completion of the 
new works to upgrade the 
Cheddi Jagan International 
Airport (CJIA) is now mid-
year, an extension of six 
months to the previous 
December 31, 2021 
schedule. 

Works yet to be 
completed include the 
construction of a curtain 
wall, corridors for two 
boarding bridges and 
a superstructure. The 
works which are being 

executed by China Harbour 
Engineering Company 
(CHEC), is funded by that 
company to the tune of $1.8 
billion.

Minister of Public 
Works Juan Edghill, during 
a press conference said the 
delay in the completion 
of the project was beyond 
the control of both the 
government and the 
contractor.

“That was largely 
because of shipping issues. 
Most of the components 

that are coming to facilitate 
those works are coming 
out of China and they have 
had tremendous shipping 
issues. We have a revised 
deadline of June 2022,” the 
Minister explained.

Additionally, the 
minister disclosed that the 
two boarding bridges which 
cost $400 million are being 
funded by government due 
to poor negotiation by the 
previous administration. 
Total Solutions was 
awarded the contract in 
September.

“The airbridges are 
being funded by the 
Government of Guyana 
and that is as a result of 
the agreement made with 
the APNUAFC, when 
they ended up with two 
airbridges and then we 
had to get a supplementary 
from the Parliament, 
Government of Guyana, to 
buy the other two.”

“So, while we’re getting 
the Chinese to put in the 
corridor, the other two 
make six that’s funded by 
the Government of Guyana. 
And the contracts for 
those have been awarded 
already,” Minister Edghill 
said.

CJIA’s Chief Executive 
Officer, Ramesh Ghir said 
the work being executed 
by CHEC is 54 per cent 
completed.

As it relates to the 

recently signed contract 
of $513.7 million for the 
construction of an office 
building, those works are 
just about six per cent 
completed. The contractor 
for that project is Kallco 
Guyana Incorporated. The 
building will be joined 
to the existing Terminal 
building and will house a 
conference room, offices 
for airlines and other 
supporting agencies, along 
with a duty-free bond.

GTA appoints LOTUS to 
lead global digital marketing services

LOTUS, a multi-
award-winning, PR, 
digital communications 
and representation agency 
specialising in travel, has 
been appointed by the 
Guyana Tourism Authority 
(GTA) to lead its global 
digital marketing services 
following a competitive 
pitch process.

The scope of work 
will see the LOTUS team 
create and implement a 
digital marketing strategy 
targeted at Guyana’s core 
international markets: the 
United States and Canada; 
the United Kingdom, 
BENELUX; and the 
German-speaking markets 
(Germany, Switzerland 
and Austria) as well as 

domestic travelers in 
Guyana. The strategy will 
help put Guyana on the 
map for core audience 
groups focusing on key 
tourism pillars which 
include nature and wildlife, 
active exploration, culture 
and heritage, birding, 
conservation and SAVE 
travel (Student, Academic, 
Volunteer, Educational).

The LOTUS team 
has extensive first-hand 
knowledge of Guyana 
having been the in-market 
UK & Benelux tourism 
representatives of the 
GTA since late 2018. In 
this time, the LOTUS 
team has established 
a large network of key 
stakeholders in Guyana 

and around the world and 
understands the vision 
of the GTA to create 
a leading, sustainably 
managed destination.

“We are happy to 
see the appointment 
of LOTUS following an 
extensive and robust 
procurement and review 
process. LOTUS’ proposal 
met the ambitions of 
the GTA to continue 
cementing Guyana’s place 
as a leading green and 
sustainable destination. 
Having worked with 
LOTUS through the UK 
market representation 
brief, we know that the 
team is diligent, dedicated 
and has Guyana’s best 
intentions as its priority,” 

Kamrul Baksh, Director 
(ag.) of the GTA said.

The account bolsters 
the LOTUS LATAM 
division at LOTUS set up 
in 2017 to cater specifically 
for clients to, from and 
focused on Latin America 
and Spanish speaking 
markets.

Managing Director 
of LOTUS LATAM, Kate 
McWilliams explained 
that company began 
working with GTA in the 
late 2018. 

“Our team has become 
extremely passionate 
about Guyana’s authentic 
tourism offering and 
own brand of sustainable 
destination management. 
We are delighted to be 

appointed as the lead 
agency for the Guyana 
Tourism Authority’s 
international digital 
marketing services, 
especially as such a crucial 
time for the travel sector. 
We look forward to rolling 
out this digital strategy to 
help raise the profile of the 
wonderfully unexplored 
“land of the giants,” 
McWilliams said.
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Wendy Assaye with keys to 
her new home

The house constructed by Gafsons Industries Limited (Gafoors) 
in Diamond, East Bank Demerara.

The unveiling of the project’s billboard at Annandale

Minister of Public Works, Juan Edghill and team on the ground 
inspecting the works

The preparatory works 
for the beautification of 
the Kingston Seawall 
waterfront will be 
completed soon. This will 
then pave the way for other 
aspects of the beautification 
project which is the 
brainchild of First Lady, 
Her Excellency Arya Ali.  

Minister of Public 
Works, Bishop Juan 
Edghill recently inspected 
the works for which his 
ministry is managing. The 
Minister was accompanied 
by Project Manager, 
Jermaine Braithwaite.

“Right now, what 
should be happening is 
a wrap-up, we have had 
some slight delays. This 
should have been finished 
by December 31 but this 

Kingston Waterfront development moving apace

SBM Offshore, NAREI launch 
Mangrove Restoration Project

is a wrap-up and I just 
told Mr. Braithwaite all 
the contractors must start 
cleaning up. This space is 
too important to be left with 
construction waste. New 
projects will be awarded to 
continue to enhance what 
is happening out here to 
bring it to its finality, but 

the works for 2021 are 
98 per cent completed,” 
Minister Edghill said.

Some of the works 
remaining includes 
the backfilling for the 
construction of the 
extensive apron which will 
house 24 vending units. Of 
the 24 units, government 

will be constructing 11 
while the First Lady’s 
Office, in collaboration with 
the private sector, will be 
undertaking the remaining 
13 units. The waterfront 
will also have permanent 
washroom facilities which 
are currently absent from 
the area.

Project Manager 
Braithwaite further 
explained that, “On the 
tarmac which is the elevated 
area we will be doing 
some improvements, as 
well. There is a waterfront 
promenade that is going 
to be done there, that is 
in progress. The tarmac 
itself will be upgraded, 
the surfacing will be done 
and ultimately what we 
want to do is to extend 

this work going to NCERD 
road towards the Marriott 
(hotel) which will come 
in the second phase of the 
development.”

The contracts for 
the construction of the 
apron and the vending 
units have already been 
awarded. Construction will 
commence after the initial 
works are completed.

With that, Minister 
Edghill said the 
development of waterfronts 
will be replicated 
throughout the country.

The cost for the entire 
project rounds up to $92.36 
million. The beautification 
of the Kingston area is 
intended to boost tourism 
and provide a safe space for 
Guyanese to enjoy.

Visually impaired, 
Wendy Assaye, acquired 
the keys to a new home 
located in Diamond, East 
Bank Demerara, through 
the Ministry of Human 
Services and Social Security 
in collaboration with 
Gafsons Industries Limited 
(Gafoors).

Human Services 
Minister, Dr. Vindhya 
Persaud, MP., upon 
receiving a letter from 
the Guyana Difficult 
Circumstances Unit 
(GDCU), immediately 
liaised with Gafsons 
Industries Limited to bring 

Human Services Ministry, Gafoors gift 
visually impaired woman new home

the project into fruition.
During the handover 

ceremony, Assaye expressed 
gratitude to the Ministry 
and Gafoors for her much 
needed home.

“I thank God, I thank 
God, I feel nice because I 
would’ve gotten thrown out 
on the road. Thanks to Mr. 
Gafoor, that stepped in, he 
[ Mr. Gafoor] played a big 
part and I longed for this, I 
just feel happy,” she said.

The 20’ x 26’, two-
bedroom house has an 
internal washroom, kitchen 
with cupboards and sink, 
tiled floors, PVC ceilings and 
water tank and trestle. The 
certificate of inspection for 
electricity was constructed 
and funded by Gafoors, on 
the land owned by Assaye.

Gafoors’ Administrative 
Assistant, Dione Foo 

presented the keys and said, 
“this is a usual practice but 
as a Muslim, Mr. Gafoor 
does not advertise.”  In the 
past year, the company built 
10 homes across Guyana for 
vulnerable persons. 

“When the Minister 
approached us, she wrote 
us a letter asking for a 
donation of a house for 
Ms. Wendy. Readily, Mr. 
Gafoor agreed, and he got a 
contractor to construct the 
house. This is just one of the 
houses that Mr. Gafoor has 
built for different persons 
in different areas, Region 
Three, further on the East 
Bank, Mahaica etc,” said 
Foo.

Meanwhile, Minister 
Persaud, extended gratitude 
to the company for 
partnering with the ministry 
to construct the home. She 

said, “I was very happy 
that Mr. Gafoor responded 
positively to my request to 
construct a home for Mrs. 
Assaye because she would’ve 
reached out to us through 
our difficult circumstances 
unit and we really wanted 
to offer tangible help. I am 
very grateful for the support 
on this. I am very happy 
that now a senior citizen 
can now have good shelter 
and could be able to live in a 
proper environment where 

she feels safe and secure.”
When the PPP/C 

Administration returned to 
office in August 2020, one 
of their mandates was to 
build stronger connections 
with the private sector. 
This project is a direct 
representation of that goal 
being achieved. 

Additionally, the 
ministry has committed 
to visiting the home and 
providing whatever support 
Mrs. Assaye may need.

SBM Offshore in 
collaboration with the 
National Agricultural 
Research and Extension 
Institute (NAREI) officially 
launched the Annandale/
Friendship Mangrove 
Restoration Project. 

The project launch and 
stakeholders’ engagement 
was hosted at Tipperary 
Hall, Buxton, East Coast 
Demerara. This followed 
the unveiling of the 
project’s billboard at 
Annandale. 

The project involves 
the construction of a 
400-metre geotextile 
tube groyne field, and the 
propagation and planting 
of 20,000 mangrove 
seedlings. It will offer 
coastal protection from the 
sea and feature community 
participation. The project 
will also be internationally 
certified.

SBM Offshore’s 
General Manager of 
Guyana, Francesco Prazzo 
in his remarks said 

explained SBM Offshore’s 
commitment to the project, 
stating that mangroves are 
a gift for the environment 
and their restoration offers 
the greatest protection in 
terms of coastal endurance 
and will improve the lives 
of thousands of Guyanese 
who live along the coast. 

NAREI’s Chief 
Executive Officer, 
Jagnarine Singh, who 
applauded SBM Offshore 
for its participation in 
the project, said that the 
Government of Guyana 
recognises the importance 
of the mangrove ecosystem 
to flood prevention.  
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INVEST GUYANA:
SEVERAL INVESTMENTS SECURED IN 2021

For the year 2021, the Guyana Office for Investment (GO-Invest) has 
been overzealous in its pursuit to facilitate sustainable investments in 
keeping with the President’s vision and 2021 budget. 

The Agency has worked to attract landmark investments in new areas. 

These include but were not limited to:

Manufacturing and Oil 
and Gas Services
Local companies answered the call 
for the increased demand of the 
burgeoning oil and gas industry.

 ● Marine Traders Atlantic Inc., 
at Friendship, East Bank 
Demerara is establishing a 
fabrication, welding and Inland 
Waterway Port Facility to cater 
for downstream activities in the 
sector.

 ● Guyson K+B Industries in 
West Ruimveldt is retrofitting 
their current manufacturing 
capabilities to commence 
the manufacturing of rigging 
equipment and development of 
fabrication yards to service the 
industry. 

 ● Baker Hughes is building a 
Supercenter on the East Bank of 
Demerara to support the Oil and 
Gas sector and is constructing 
Guyana’s first mud plant at 
Kingston, to optimise and 
counter the pressure of gas and 
oil. 

 ● Italian multinational oilfield 
services company Saipem has 
developed a fabrication yard in 
order to support the execution of 
offshore construction of pits. 

Agriculture
The agriculture sector was boosted 
with the following:

 ● The construction of a state-of-
the-art, aquatic processing and 
packaging facility which will 
expand Guyana’s market for 
aquaculture. 

 ● A local company is developing 
an integrated farm to strengthen 

Guyana’s agriculture output. 

 ● Amaya Milk Company Inc., 
commenced the construction of a 
milk processing facility in Region 
Five.

 ● Several agro-processing facilities 
were also initiated across the 
country.

ICT 
The Business Process Outsourcing 
(BPO) industry grew with local 
companies including Midas 
BPO, Express International, 
Teleperformance, Itel and Qualfon 
expanding their operations to 
further fuel this industry and to 
make Guyana a central hub for 
BPO. 

Tourism
Memorandum of Understandings 
(MoUs) were signed with multiple 
international hotel chains 
including Pegasus, Hilton, Hyatt 
and Aiden by Best Western for 
the development of the Tourism 
Industry.

On the investment front, between 
the period August 2020 to date, 
GO-Invest has facilitated 53 
investment agreements. These 
include 34 local investments, 10 
foreign direct investments, six 
joint ventures and three from the 
Diaspora. 

With continued oil discoveries 
offshore Guyana, a plethora 
of business opportunities are 
anticipated to materialise in 2022 
and beyond. Many of these have 
already manifested for Guyanese 
businesses to capitalise on – 
including through the formation of 
synergies with other international 

and regional organisations in the 
area of providing support services 
to the offshore drilling companies, 
and other oil and gas-related 
ventures.  

The year 2022 is slated to be a 
pivotal one in Guyana’s economic 
transformation into a regional 
powerhouse. President Ali’s vision 
for Guyana in the new year will be 
driven by massive infrastructure 
developments.

The Amaya milk processing facility 
that will initially focus on the 
production of liquid milk. Saipem opened an offshore construction facility in Guyana

Arimu Investments Inc has 
commenced construction of an Aiden 
branded hotel with 150 rooms at 
proposed site Oronoque and Robb 
Streets, Bourda, Georgetown to meet 
the demand of Guyana’s tourism and 
hospitality sector

US energy technology company Baker Hughes is constructing a modern Liquid 
Mud Plant (LMP) at GPORT, 10-13 Water Street, Kingston, Georgetown

Transformational 
infrastructure projects 
to commence in 2022:

 ● Ogle / East Bank bypass road 
project;

 ● At least five new major branded 
international hotels entering the 
market;

 ● Bridge over the Corentyne River 
linking Guyana and Suriname;

 ● Guyana / Brazil road network 
link;

 ● Amaila Falls hydropower project;

 ● Gas-to-shore Pipeline.
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The PPP/C government, through the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs has embarked on a series of initiatives, 
to ensure that Amerindian and hinterland communities are part and parcel of the country’s developmental 
agenda. In this week’s In Conversation With we speak with the Minister of Amerindian Affairs, Pauline Sukhai 
on this transformational agenda that is underway and which aims to bridge the socioeconomic gap between 
hinterland and coastland residents.

Minister of Amerindian Affairs, 
Pauline Sukhai

Question: What were 
some highlights of the 
Ministry of Amerindian 
Affairs in 2021? 

Answer: The Ministry of 
Amerindian Affairs first 
and foremost connects 
with the first people or 
the Indigenous people of 
our country. Our task is 
to ensure that we deliver, 
support, provide a level 
of guidance and financial 
investment in their 
development. Of course, the 
ministry’s budget supports 
this agenda and that is 
what we have done in 2021. 
We have supported youth, 
women, agriculture, and 
of course, provided capital 
items which are needed in 
the communities to assist 
and propel development. 

Question: Is there 
a particular area 
of investment that 
you would single 
out for the level of 
contribution and 
support that was 
invested last year?

Answer:  If I am to rank 
any of the areas that I have 
just mentioned, I will say 
agricultural development, 
with respect to our 
investment in providing 
machinery and equipment 
to Amerindian villages. 
This was one of our largest 
programmes. Over the 
period of 2020, and into 
2021, because the delivery 
basically arrived in 2021, we 
were able to deliver to the 
indigenous communities 
across the various regions, 
112 tractors. 

One hundred and twelve 

is not a handful, it’s a big 
investment that will not 
only boost agriculture, 
but propel development 
in several areas. This 
equipment can also be used 
for transportation of goods 
and services, for road 
building and maintenance. 

Another important 
investment, was in keeping 
with our manifesto promise 
to re-established for the 
youths the Community 
Support Officers (CSO) 
Programme in Amerindian 
communities. This 
revitalisation effort kicked 
off in 2020 but in 2021 we 
had the full complement of 
2000 reengaged. 

In fact, 2000 plus youths 
were back on payroll, with 
respect to being trained 
and supporting their 
community development, 
while receiving of course 
a stipend as an incentive. 
Those 2000 youths received 
$30,000 per month. 

Multiply that by 12 months 
and you get an idea of 
the money circulating 
within each community, 
that was not prior to 
us re-establishing this 
programme that was 
halted under the Coalition 
government. So that is 
another big investment 
for us. It’s a billion-dollar 
investment in Amerindians 
and Hinterland youths.

Question: The 
PPP/C government 
had also promised 
to reintroduce its 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology (ICT) 

programme, that 
was halted under the 
previous government. 
What is the status of 
this programme?

Answer: We have trained 
200 young men and women 
with respect to solar 
installation maintenance. 
We have also completed 
training 200 young men 
and women in ICT, in 
preparation for this major 
connectivity programme. 

We have what you 
would say jumpstarted 
the Amerindian youths 
in being prepared for 
connectivity so that they 
will be able to not only 
manage, but they will be 
able to train their peers, the 
women, farmers, youths, 
and school children. They 
will also be able to provide 
support to teachers and 
nurses who may very well 
have to use the computer 
and internet connectivity, 
that will be installed in the 
communities under this 
programme, in relation to 
studies or their work. 

Question: Overall 
how would you 
rate government’s 
delivery, in terms 
of its commitments 
made in the campaign, 
to Amerindian and 
hinterland residents?

Answer: I would say 
we have already done 90 
per cent of what we said 
we would do. We said we 
will re-establish the CSO 
programme, we did that. We 
said we will fully fund the 

An ICT hub that was constructed

Tractor provided for agricultural development
Amerindian Development 
Fund and we did. We have 
distributed more than 
$1.73 billion to Amerindian 
communities to support 
economic activities and 
projects, and businesses in 
their communities. 

Our government was 
able to synchronise 
training for medical 
health practitioners in 
the field, so that they can 
serve in the hinterland. 
Region One serves as 
the hub for Regions One 
and Seven, while Region 
Nine serves as the hub for 
Regions Eight and Nine 
with respect to training 
community health workers, 
and also nursing assistants 
and other medically 
trained personnel to help 
to support the delivery 
of health services in the 
communities. 

So, these are some of 
the larger programmes 
which I believe we have 
accomplished. In addition 
to that, we have delivered 
as usual, capital items 
to villages, whereby they 
would boost transportation 
for school children, 
for farmers, for village 
administration, with 
respect to land and water 
transportation. 

Communication also, we 
have bought a number of 
radio set in the interim 
whilst we await the vast 
expansion of ICT coverage. 

For women, we have 
embarked on 40 sewing 
units for women to take 
care of the school uniform 

allowance now, which 
is provided in cash. So, 
women of the hinterland 
will be trained next year 
in garment construction, 
so that they can speedily 
get into the business of 
having garments made or 
uniform made for sale in 
the villages, especially the 
remote communities.

We are also supporting 
the development of the 
tourism sector in the 
indigenous communities. 
You know that they have 
vast potential.

So, we are on track with 
what our manifesto has 
promised to address 
with respect to economic 
activities, welfare of the 
people, including the 
development and training 
of youths and opportunities 
for youths.

Question: What further 
assistance should 
Amerindians and 
hinterland residents 
expect to receive from 
the government in 
2022? 

Answer: We will 
be continuing all the 
programmes that we have 
started and we will continue 
to support value added that 
will be something that we 
are looking towards and 
ecotourism. Of course, 
training will continue; for 
young people, especially 
those who have not 
completed their secondary 
school. Those in the CSO 
programme, we will expect 
that they will benefit 
from the specialised skills 
that are required at the 
community level, so that 
when they train and they 
go back, they will be able 
to contribute in a more 
meaningful way with the 
skills they have acquired 
and the skill that the 
community requires.
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NATIONAL RESOURCE FUND (NRF) ACT 2021

THE NRF:
 ● This is a public fund into which Guyana’s petroleum earnings are saved for the present and future benefit of 

the people and for the sustainable development of the country. 
 ● The Fund is currently being held in an account at the New York Federal Reserve Bank in the United States 

of America (USA) on behalf of the Government and people of Guyana.

The NRF ACT 2021: 
 ● The Act sets out the rules and guiding principles for overseeing the governance and use of the 

Fund.  
 ● This Act was recently tabled by the democratically elected PPP/C Government in 

Parliament.
 ● It was passed and assented into law by His Excellency, President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 

Ali. 
 ● It cancelled out the NRF Act 2019 that was illegitimately passed by the Parliament 

after the APNU+AFC Government lost the 2018 No-Confidence Motion.

Governance & Management of the NRF:
The Act sets out the governance and management structure of the Fund, 
which is as follows:

 ● A Board of Directors for the overall management of the Fund;
 ● A Public Accountability and Oversight Committee to provide non-

governmental oversight of the Fund;
 ● The central bank – Bank of Guyana – to be responsible for the operational 

management of the Fund;
 ● An Investment Committee for advising the Board of Directors on the Investment 

Mandate of the Fund.
Deposits into the NRF:

 ● The Act mandates that all Guyana’s earnings from its petroleum operations will go directly 
into the Fund. 

 ● These include earnings from royalties, share of profit oil, income tax, corporate income tax, 
signature bonus, discovery bonus or production bonus, among others.

Withdrawals from the NRF:
 ● In keeping with the Act, all withdrawals from the Fund have to be subjected to prior parliamentary 

approval.
 ● All withdrawals from the Fund must be deposited into the Consolidated Fund.
 ● The Act dictates that withdrawals from the Fund can only be used to finance national development 

initiatives or respond to national disasters.
Accounting, Reporting and Auditing the NRF:

 ● The Act provides for the maintenance of proper accounts and records for the Fund in 
conformity with International Financial Reporting Standards.
 ▶ The Bank of Guyana must submit monthly and quarterly reports on the Fund to 

the Minister of Finance and the Board of Directors, and undertake internal and 
external audits of the accounts, records and other documents relating to the 
Fund at least annually. The internal audit is to be undertaken by the Bank’s 
internal audit department, while the external audit is to be undertaken by 
the Auditor General.

 ▶ The Board of Directors must prepare and submit to the Minister of 
Finance an annual report on the Fund, which he must, in turn, lay in the 
National Assembly.

 ▶ The reports, operational agreements, Investment Mandate among 
others emitting from the Funds must be published on the Ministry’s 
website and be made available for public consumption.

 ▶ The Minister of Finance must publish, in the Official Gazette, receipts of all 
petroleum revenues.

Penalties and Offences:
The Act sets out severe penalties ranging from $5 million and three years imprisonment to 
$10 million and 10 years imprisonment for offences inclusive of failure to comply with obligations 
to publish information on the Fund, failure to disclose confidential information, and hindrance of 
the exercise of power of the external auditor.
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But, our people must share 
in the benefits of the wealth that 
is now Guyana’s – and share in it 
without fear or favour.

It is the right of their birth 
and a right that has been earned 
by them and their fore parents 
who toiled, sweated and sacrificed 
to make Guyana their beloved 
homeland.

I know that, underlying the 
strategy of intimidation by certain 
persons in the opposition – and 
let me be clear, not all of them – 
there is the desire to exploit the 
old bogey of race and racism.

But, I repeat what I have stated 
from the very first minute of my 
Presidency, racism and racial 
discrimination have no place in a 
One Guyana nation.

As one people, we cannot 
advance our country and improve 
our lives unless we do it together.

For 187 years we have lived 
together, worked together, studied 
together and played together.   

In unity we cheered for 
Lance Gibbs and Joe Solomon; 
collectively we cheered for Rohan 
Kanhai and Roy Fredericks; as one 
we cheered for Clive Lloyd and 
Alvin Kallicharran; in common 
we cheered for Shivanarine 
Chanderpaul and Carl Hooper.

In our cheering and support, 
we cheered for our own, paying no 
attention to their race, and every 
attention to the national pride 
they represented.

That symbolised, in the most 
telling and compelling way, that 
we have and common bonds and 
shared aspirations.  

We all want to move in the 
same direction - towards a better 
future for ourselves, our children 
and our grandchildren.

I believe with all my heart and 
soul that this is what the people 
of our One Guyana want, and 
it is what your government and 
me, personally, are committed to 
delivering.

I also say this, whenever 
old, outdated and outmoded 
expressions of racism and division 
raise their ugly heads, what 
renews my hope and strengthens 
my resolve is our young people 
who, like me, have different more 
productive attitude, beliefs and 
openness about our way forward.

So, as darkness sets on the old 
year, and brightness rises on the 

New, I announce that I propose 
two things:

First, I want to create new 
educational and work opportunities 
for young professionals in our 
country.  

I want them to gain experience 
and to become educated and 
trained to be owners and managers 
of all sectors of our society.

While, at this time, we must 
rely on foreign know-how in the oil 
and gas sectors, the ground must be 
readied now for young Guyanese to 
assume those positions, regardless 
of their race, colour or creed.

Ministers of the government 
will be advised to implement that 
policy throughout ministries, and 
departments, and in the award of 
scholarships and the building out 
of training institutions.

The second thing that I 
announce now is my intention, as 
President, to hold meetings with 
individual organised groups of 
young people, including the youth 
arms of all the political parties, 
starting as soon as these can be 
arranged.

I want to hear their views; I 
want to learn how they think we 
should shape the future of our One 
Guyana; I want to dialogue with 
them about the kind of country 
they wish to inherit and how they 
will advance it.

My fellow countrymen, the 
next generation must be better 
than this one, if not our country 
will regress not progress.

When I look at my little son, 
in all his innocence, I want the 
best Guyana for him; one that is 
free of racism, discrimination and 
violence; one that is firmly set on 
the path of harmonious relations 
and equity for all Guyanese.

I know that every parent wants 
the same thing for their children.

I turn now to two other threats 
that Guyana faces along with the 
rest of the world – the continuing 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
supply chain crisis.

We have had 39,238 infected 
persons of whom 1,051 died.

In other words, 2.6% of the 
infected persons died.

That low number in comparison 
to many other countries is a 
tribute to the government’s timely 
actions and to the health workers, 
particularly those in the frontline 
who provided unselfish care.

We continue to be grateful to 
our health workers and to thank 
them for their outstanding service.

Similarly, we mourn with the 
families and friends of the 1,051 
persons who succumbed to the 
dreaded disease.

Every life is precious, and my 
Government is doing all in its 
power to provide the equipment 
including ventilators, vaccines 
and medical facilities to curb 
infections.

No effort will be spared until 
the pandemic is ended here and 
everywhere else in the world.

I use this opportunity to call on 
unvaccinated persons to overcome 
their fear of inoculation. 

The evidence from both within 
Guyana and across the global 
community is that vaccines save 
lives and give protection against 
new variants such as Omicron 
which is far more transmissible 
than the original virus and its 
Delta variant.

We all want a life free of fear 
and free of masks; a life in which 
we can mix freely, embrace our 
elderly, travel to see our families, 
and welcome our relatives and 
friends to our homes. 

But none of this will be possible 
with any level of comfort and safety, 
until at least 70 to 80 per cent of 
our eligible community, including 
our children, are inoculated.

I urge everyone who is not 
vaccinated to reconsider their 
position in their own interest, their 
families’ interest, and the interest 
of our one homeland. 

This is another battle that we 
can only win together,

With regard to the global 
supply chain – the goods that 
we import for consumption and 
production – COVID-19 has 
disrupted the process, adversely 

impacting the world.
It is disturbing our 

development plans.
It is also causing an increase 

in the goods we import, hiking 
shipping costs from UD$2,000 
at the beginning of 2021 to 
US$20,000 by the year’s end – 
not only for Guyana, but for every 
country.

There have also been massive 
delays in the transportation of 
delivery of cargo.

All this has pushed up prices 
for goods and consumable items 
internationally, and Guyana is no 
exception.

Tackling this issue requires 
new and creative measures which 
my Government has either started 
to put in place or is in the process 
of implementing.

I do not promise that we can 
solve all aspects of the problem 
alone; it is a global challenge,

But I do pledge this: my 
government will lose no time in 
seeking ways to ease the strain on 
the people of Guyana,

In collaboration with the 
private sector, we will roll-out 
strategies early in the New Year 
to alleviate the problem as best we 
can.

So, as the New Year 
brings rebirth, renewal and 
reinvigoration, I call on all 
Guyanese to join me in taking 
our beloved nation to a higher 
destiny; and the noble expression 
of our oneness from which all will 
benefit, thrive and prosper.

I wish you a Happy New Year.
Let us make 2022 a year of joy 

and progress.
God bless our One beloved 

Guyana; God bless our one Nation; 
God bless you.

President Ali outlines...
Cont’d  from Page 2

Over $127 M contract signed 
for construction of NTC Secretariat 

The Ministry of Amerindian 
Affairs and U. Balgobin Electrical 
and Construction Services, signed 
a contract to the tune of $127, 
769, 540 for the construction of a 
National Toshao Council (NTC) 
Secretariat. 

Minister of Amerindian Affairs, 
Pauline Sukhai, who witness 
the signing said this land mark 
project will allow for Amerindian 
leaders to have a formal structure 

to administer and conduct their 
business.

“The first people of Guyana will 
have the opportunity to now house 
their council, to administer and 
conduct their business in a location 
that will boast a building that they 
will have ownership,” she said.

The construction of the NTC 
building is set to commence within 
the next two weeks and should be 
completed in four months.The signing of the contract

His Excellency, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali engaging with some UG students
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His Excellency Dr. Mo-
hamed Irfaan Ali and 
First Lady Mrs Arya 
Ali sharing a  New Year 
kiss. The first couple 
rang in 2022 at the 
Guyana Defence Force 
Officers’ Club Cocktail 
Reception and fire-
works display at Base 
Camp Ayanganna.


