
As of, 21st June, 2021, the Buxton Post Office was 

temporarily relocated inside the lower level of Tipper-

ary Hall on Buxton Middle Walk, near the Public Road. 

This move comes as a result of intensified calls by vil-

lagers and subsequent intervention by the Buxton/

Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council (NDC) in 

having the building declared unsafe and unfit for oc-

cupation. Plans are reportedly moving along to com-

mence rehabilitation of the building in the near future. 

Meanwhile, all of the usual services provided by the 

post office can still be obtained at its new location.  
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BUXTON POST OFFICE  

BUILDING CONDEMNED  
Temporarily Relocated at Tipperary Hall 

Buxton Post Office building 



As complaints mount over rotting structures and 

unsatisfactory services across the community, the 

Buxton-Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council 

(NDC) is grappling with insufficient revenues and 

withheld government subventions to adequately 

render essential services.  

This outcry came to a head when the appalling 

state of conditions at the Buxton Post Office were 

recently exposed on social media, generating a 

public outcry. It forced the NDC to intervene, 

which resulted in the building being condemned 

and the post office operations temporarily relocat-

ed to Tipperary Hall. Plans for reconstruction of 

the facility are moving along. 

Oswald Williams 

NDC Vice-Chairman  & Councilor for Friendship BUXTON-FOULIS NDC OFFICE  
EMBANKMENT ROAD, FRIENDSHIP 
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 DECAYING STRUCTURES, DEFICIENT SERVICES 

NDC VICE-CHAIR  WILLIAMS 
ADDRESSES CONCERNS & CHALLENGES   

Buxton-Friendship Express 

Very helpful in achieving the Post Office outcome 

was Mr. Oswald Williams, Council Representative for 

the Friendship constituency, who also serves as Vice-

Chairman of the NDC. He was elected as part of the A 

Partnership for National Unity (APNU) slate at the last 

Local Government Elections, held on 12th November, 

2018. The proclaimed main objective of Local Gov-

ernment is: “to promote the social, economic, envi-

ronmental and cultural wellbeing of the community.”   

During a subsequent interview with Mr. Williams for 

this publication, he addressed other matters that are 

of particular concern to the Buxton/Friendship com-

munity. It should however be noted that the primary 

tasks of an NDC is the collection of rates and taxes, 

which are currently paid up by about 12 — 15% of 

property owners in the district. This revenue helps to 

finance a number of important services the council 

provides for the community.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Mr. Williams listed the main services provided by the Bux-

ton-Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council: 

 Maintenance of internal Drains and Parapets 

 Upkeep of Public Cemeteries 

 Street Lighting  

 Garbage Collection and Disposal 

 Mediation in boundary disputes between neighbours 

 Environmental Protection and Preservation 
 

DRAINS & PARAPETS 

While responsibility for the main outlets that drain into 

the sea lies within the National Drainage and Irrigation Au-

thority (NDIA), the NDC manages the cleaning and upkeep 

of internal drains and parapets. Questioned why recent 

photos show plenty overgrowth of wild shrubs and trees 

along parapets as well as waterways clogged with moss 

and debris, Mr. Williams attributed the proliferation of veg-

etation to recent, incessant rainfall. Nonetheless, he finds 

fault with the system employed by the Council’s executive 

office in the use of resources. He explained that the entire 

cleaning/weeding crew of about 40 employees is assigned 

to work in one area at a time. So by the time the gang gets 

back to an area, based on the schedule, there is already a 

lot of overgrown bush that also shelters mosquitoes and 

other pests. He indicated that he has requested a review 

of the system to proportionately and permanently allocate 

(Continued from page 2) the workers across the district. He firmly be-

lieves that such would be a more effective 

solution to the problem. 
 

PUBLIC CEMETERIES 

The two public burial grounds - Buxton 

Cemetery and Friendship Cemetery - fall un-

der the jurisdiction of the NDC. For many 

years now, they continue to suffer neglect 

and conspicuous dereliction of responsibility 

by the Council.  

Residents lament the monstrosity of multi-

story concrete tombs, some sitting precari-

ously close to the edge of the Friendship 

trench. Both cemeteries are running out of 

space, and families are forced to encroach 

onto previously prohibited zones to lay their 

loved ones to rest. 

Acting on information recently received 

about a plot of land reserved in the back of 

the village for a burial site by early planners, 

Mr. Williams disclosed that the Council has 

directed its office to make an inquiry to the 

Department of Lands and Surveys and to 

request a map of Buxton/Friendship. 

(Continued on page 4) 

SOUTH-WEST VIEW OF POST OFFICE BUILDING NORTH-EAST VIEW OF POST OFFICE BUILDING 
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Admitting “Things are haywire at the 

[public] cemeteries in Buxton/Friendship”, 

the Vice-Chairman indicated that families 

have lately been evading the process of 

getting necessary permission from the 

Council and paying stipulated fees for the 

interment of their deceased relatives. This, 

he added, is being facilitated by the ab-

sence of fencing and locked gates to se-

cure the cemeteries. He plans to table a 

motion for discussion about restoring fenc-

es around the perimeters.  

Mr. Williams also mentioned that the 

Council would be applying to the Local Gov-

ernment Commission for two rangers to be 

hired to monitor activities throughout the 

village. One will be deployed to patrol the 

backlands while the other will make the 

rounds across the front lands to report un-

authorized burials and illicit activities, as 

well as to prevent construction of illegal 

roadside shops and shacks. 

He took the opportunity to commend St. 

Augustine’s Anglican Church for the splen-

did upkeep of its churchyard/cemetery. He 

would like to see the other churches in the 

village emulate the Anglicans by adopting 

the public cemeteries and helping to main-

tain them in like manner. 

(Continued from page 3) STREET LIGHTING 

Lights installed along both the Public and Embankment 

Roads were done and are maintained by the national gov-

ernment, while those along interior roads and streets are 

the responsibility of the NDC. The Vice-Chairman was happy 

to convey that the NDC succeeded in reaching an out-of-

court agreement for $800,000 with Guyana Power & Light 

(GPL), in settlement of its arrears.  

He imparted that back in November 2019, former govern-

ment minister - Raphael Trotman, presented the village 

with 20 lamps. These were installed at several intersec-

tions, and the cost was picked up by the Community Devel-

opment Council. He related that only few of the lamps are 

functioning now.  Williams took the opportunity to warn resi-

dents that they must contact the NDC to obtain permission 

to install their own lamps on the poles.  
 

GARBAGE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 

Although this is defined as one of the services offered by 

the NDC, it only caters to government institutions, such as 

schools, health centres and post offices through a contract 

with Cevons Waste Management company. Homeowners 

and businesses who need the service must contract with 

the company and pay for their trash to be picked up. The 

Council would however remove debris from cut trees, scrap 

materials and discarded appliances and get rid of them for 

residents at no charge. The waste materials must be 

properly strapped or put away neatly in tied trash bags. 

Despite prominent display of “NO DUMPING” signs, the Vice-

Chairman is disappointed that some residents continue to 

dispose of refuse in public zones. He said that the NDC is 

considering a proposal to take legal action against viola-

tors. 
 

MEDIATION 

In cases where there are disputes between neighbours 

arising from environmental matters, which include hanging 

trees and disputed land borders, the NDC, once requested, 

would intervene to obtain a peaceful and amicable solution. 

An officer from the Environmental Protection Agency would 

visit the property and meet with the parties to make ar-

rangements for a survey to be done. All parties must agree 

to share the cost of employing a licensed surveyor and to 

be bound by the final decision.  

(Continued on page 5) FRIENDSHIP CEMETERY 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION OFFICER 

The EPA officer comes under the authority of the NDC, 

though he/she is conveniently stationed at the Buxton 

Health Centre. 

According to the regulation, “Officers of the EPA are em-

powered to enter premises at any reasonable time to inves-

tigate any potential adverse effects on the environment and 

human health. Examinations and investigations by officers 

may be accompanied by the use of equipment or materials 

required to conduct assessments, measurements, testing, 

monitoring or to otherwise collect evidence such as photo-

graphs and environmental samples. The [EPA] Act also em-

powers officers to dismantle and/or detain any article which 

may have caused or is likely to cause pollution of the envi-

ronment.” 
 

BUXTON MARKET 

The Vice-Chairman is frustrated over feeble efforts to re-

store the market to a thriving hub. He dislikes the predomi-

nant use of the facility as a storage depot for the Council’s 

machinery and equipment. He will move to have the Council 

set up a “Market sub-committee” to work on reviving the 

shopping complex. “We want to provide a place for people 

to sell their goods, and prevent the establishment of road-

side shops. It will also help to enhance the ambience 

around the village,” he remarked. He is encouraging over-

seas villagers to join the effort to revitalize the Market. 
 

(Continued from page 4) DRAINAGE& IRRIGATION 

This task falls under the National Drain-

age and Irrigation Authority (NDIA). The 

agency handles all public matters per-

taining to management, improvement, 

extension and provision of drainage, irri-

gation and flood control infrastructure 

and services. In this regard, it has prima-

ry responsibility for Company Canal, the 

Sideline trenches and kokers. However, 

the job of managing the kokers was con-

tracted by the NDIA to the Buxton/Foulis 

NDC, which has since entrusted the oper-

ation to the newly formed Buxton/

Friendship Farmers’ Association.  

Mr. Williams, who acts as the Vice-Chair 

of the farmers’ group, stated that the 

Company Koker was functioning well but 

the Sideline kokers were not working as 

effectively at the time. He pointed out 

that a bypass was created for excess wa-

ter from the Sideline trenches to drain 

through the pump station into the Sea. 

He noticed that the water has been drain-

ing at a much slower pace than expected. 

He reasoned that it may be that the pipes 

are too small for the operation. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Buxton-Friendship Express 

EROSION IN COMPANY ROAD (SOUTH)  

A section of Company Road (South) which was 
damaged by a truck. Responsibility for fixing the 
roads and streets in the village lies with the  Re-
gional Democratic Council - Region 4 

The NDIA is also responsible for cleaning and 

maintaining those waterways. Up to last December 

(2020), the agency had outsourced the service to 

the Community Development Council (CDC) of Bux-

ton/Friendship - a non-government organisation. For 

reasons not disclosed to the group, the contract was 

not renewed with the CDC but given to a private con-

tractor outside the village.  

The Vice-Chairman took pride in relating that when 

the task was performed by the CDC, it was done eve-

ry month and the waterways were kept clean and 

they flowed smoothly. That is not what is happening 

nowadays, and this has given rise to an overgrowth 

of vegetation in the Sideline trenches and Company 

Canal. He also related that any extra proceeds from 

the contract helped to fund charitable activities for 

children in the village. As a result of the termination, 

the CDC is now inactive. 

(Continued from page 5) 

ROADS 

Mr. Williams weighed in on the state of the 

roads, a number of which are in terrible condition. 

He advised that authority for maintenance of the 

roads and streets in the village reside with the Re-

gional Democratic Council (RDC)--Region 4.  

 With regards to the proliferation of shops erect-

ed alongside roads, he warned that this practice is 

a violation of the byelaws of the NDC. He said that 

the matter had already been raised with the Over-

seer, whose office is responsible for enforcing the 

rules. Apart from the violation, he was disappoint-

ed that the office was not approaching vendors for 

the stipulated permit fees, which could help defray 

the cost the NDC pays to clean up these venues. 
 

OVERSEER 

He explained that the Overseer is a public serv-

ant under the employ of the Ministry of Local Gov-

ernment. Apart from managing the day-to-day op-

erations of the NDC, the officer also functions as 

the Clerk at the Council’s monthly Statutory Meet-

ing. Though the Overseer must act in accordance 

with the decisions and instructions of the Council, 

the NDC is not empowered to discipline or dismiss 

the official for any cause, including insubordina-

tion. This relationship is reportedly often a source 

of conflict, especially when the parties hold oppos-

ing political loyalties. It may also be the reason 

why so much neglect and decline are plaguing the 

community. 



BUXTON COMMUNITY CENTRE   
NORTHERN VIEW (WATSON STREET) 
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A new organisation was recently launched to work toward the rehabilitation of the Bux-

ton Community Centre. The Restoration Committee is said to be headed by Mr. Weygand 

Gardner - Chairman. Other members of the team include Ivelaw Graham - Vice-Chairman, 

Miss Cato - Treasurer, Sheron Abrams and Oswald Williams.  

The original owner of the building, Dr. J. E. Ramdeholl, established it decades ago to 

house the first hospital on the Demerara eastern coast. The generous doctor would later 

donate the property to the Buxton/Friendship Village Council, where he also served as a 

Councilor, to be used as a community centre. From the mid-sixties to the mid-seventies, 

the former Buxton Government Secondary School was housed there. The Public Library 

still occupies a section of the ground floor.   

The building has fallen into terrible disrepair for years and the NDC, its current owner, 

claims it does not have the money to fix and maintain it. The new group plans to embark 

on a massive fundraising drive to achieve its goal. 
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RESTORATION COMMITTEE FORMED 
FOR BUXTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

BUXTON COMMUNITY CENTRE   
EASTERN VIEW (FRIENDSHIP MIDDLE WALK) 



A new group, called the BUXTON/FRIENDSHIP FARM-

ERS’ ASSOCIATION was recently established to foster 

the development of Agriculture in the village. Its 

objectives include: 

 Improvement of access to farmlands in the 

Backdam by land and water 

 Security of crops through improved drainage 

and irrigation 

 Application of best practices and use of con-

temporary scientific and technological meth-

ods for the preservation and storage of crops 

 Use of mutual marketing tools for best out-

comes. 
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FARMERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Buxton-Friendship Express 

Farmers’ Meeting at Tipperary Hall in June 
Photo, courtesy of Bishop Terry Thomas 

Buxton Backdam Farmlands 

At a meeting held by the group on 8th June, 2021 at 

the Ambassadors of Christ Church complex, ten 

members were appointed to serve on the inaugural 

Management Committee:—  

Chairman:  Mr. Lyndon France  

Vice-Chairman: Mr. Oswald Williams  

Secretary:  Mr. Moses Austin 

Treasurer:  Mr. Keithlyn Sam 

Asst. Secretary/Treasurer:    Ms. Margaret Barnes 

Committee Members: 

 Mr. Enchiri Blair 

 Mr. Aubrey Headley 

 Mr. Hyles 

 Mr. Oswald Owen McGarrell  

 Bishop Terry Thomas 
 

The meeting was visited by three special guests 

from the Ministry of Agriculture: 

Mr. Ravi Persaud — National Co-ordinator 

Mr. Lall —Regional Extension Officer 

Ms. Knights — Area Extension Officer 
 

Mr. Persaud delivered a presentation on the ad-

vantages and benefits that can be derived through 

synergies on crop selection, marketing, funding, re-

source personnel and agencies. 
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An impressive number of young adults in the 

village have demonstrated interest in advanc-

ing their education and careers through the 

Guyana Online Academy of Learning’s scholar-

ship programme. The primary objective of this 

new government initiative is to deliver 20,000 

scholarships by 2025 through a collaboration 

of agencies, which include the Ministries of 

Education, Public Service and Labour. 

As part of a motivational tour, Minister of 

Labour, Joseph Hamilton, met with residents at 

Tipperary Hall on 20th May and engaged them 

on the merits and opportunities offered by the 

programme. He pointed out that as Guyana 

develops from new industries, there will be a need for 

skills and education to meet the 21st Century labour mar-

ket. He revealed that it was for this reason the govern-

ment conceptualised the online-scholarship programme 

and was introducing it to communities countrywide. “For 

those who didn’t get to go to the University of Guyana, 

you have an opportunity for higher learning. If you are 

working, the programme does not disrupt your life. You 

can go to the farm and come back and attend classes in 

the comfort of your home,” the Minister disclosed in his 

encouraging remarks to the residents. 

GOAL, through partnerships with several international 

universities, provides numerous fields of study that will 

encompass Certificates, Diplomas, Bachelor’s, Master’s 

and Doctorate degree programmes. Beneficiaries may 

be required to render a short period of community ser-

vice on completion of the course. Scores of those pre-

sent at the Tipperary Hall forum made good of the op-

portunity by signing up for the scholarship. 
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BUXTON YOUTHS GO FOR GOAL 
GOVT FREE ONLINE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMMES  

Tipperary Hall forum hosted by Minister Joseph Hamilton on 20 May, 2021  



A mere 133 residents turned up to receive a first 

dose of the COVID-19 Vaccine at the Ministry of 

Health's outreach held in the village at Tipperary 

Hall on 16th April, 2021. This response fell far short 

of the expectation by health officials. The locals 

were administered the Russian-manufactured Sput-

nick V vaccine, which reportedly carries a 90 - 98% 

efficacy against the novel corona virus, including 

the Delta variant which is considered the most dan-

gerous threat in the ongoing fight to curb the pan-

demic. The medical team returned on 17th May to 

dispense the second dose.  

COVID VACCINE OUTREACH 
MET WITH COLD RECEPTION 

Page 10 Buxton-Friendship Express 

A large number of people from almost 

every stratum of the society continue to 

hold off or outright reject taking the vac-

cine, some citing safety, efficacy and fertili-

ty concerns. On the other hand, public 

health experts attribute the hesitancy to 

misconception, misinformation and mis-

trust, much of which is generated through 

social media.  

 Up to press time, the official COVID death 

toll in the country was 473. 

Building contractor, Mr. Rawlins Miller (Mojo), was first on line to be vaccinated at the April Tipperary outreach 
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It was indeed a major accomplishment and a great source of 

pride for the premier village to have its children educated at the 

best high schools in the country. This was facilitated by the Buxton 

Scholarship through the establishment of a fund in May, 1921 to 

pay school fees and buy text books for students.    

The inaugural awards were made in 1925 to Balbir Ballgreen 

Nehaul and Claude Holder to attend Queen’s College. The follow-

ing year, the scholarship was won by the first girl - Winifred 

Thierens (later Gaskin), and she went on to Bishops’ High School. 

For almost 100 years the Buxton Scholarship, in both the original 

and new formats, has helped to support the educational aspira-

tions of countless boys and girls in Buxton/Friendship. Let’s keep 

the spirit alive by continuing the tradition propagated by the late 

Edmund Fitzgerald Fredericks - Founder, Simeon Josephus (S.J.) 

Holder - first Treasurer, and George L. Bobb - first Secretary. Do-

nate today to the Buxton Scholarship Fund!  

See back page for remittance information. 

Dr. Balbir Ballgreen Nehaul 
(1912 - 2003) 

First Buxton Scholarship winner 
First Guyana-born Pathologist & Microbiologist 

CHRONICLE OF BUXTON SCHOLARSHIP 

Taken from the Daily Chronicle of May 26, 1921  
Thanks to Rod Westmaas / Q.C. Alumni Association, UK Facebook Page 



Friendship was purchased in 1841 by 168 labourers for 

$80,000. Shortly after the acquisition, it was merged with its 

western neighbour - Buxton - to form Buxton/Friendship.  

The founding fathers laid out house lots at the front of the 

village and farm lands at the back. Religious worship and edu-

cation were very important to the people of Friendship so 

lands were allocated for the establishment of churches, which 

subsequently established schools.  

With the emergence of the proprietary and communal vil-

lage, residents were forced to address several problems, such 

as flood control, road development and bridges.  

Friendship became the administrative and business zone for 

the community, accommodating the Buxton Health Centre, 

Buxton Post Office, Buxton Market, Buxton/Friendship Village 

Office, the Village Hall, Buxton Community Centre, Buxton 

Public Library, Buxton Gas Station, Hampton View Guest-

house, as well as the official residences for the Sanitary In-

spector, Health Visitor, Post Master, General Medical Officer, 

Magistrate and the Regional Chairman of Region Four. Sadly, 

many of these edifices are now a shell of their past, but the 

grand history of Friendship lives on. Happy 180th Anniversary! 

Page 12 

PURCHASE OF FRIENDSHIP  
ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 
MARK 180th ANNIVERSARY 

Buxton-Friendship Express 

St. Augustine’s Anglican Church 
of Buxton/Friendship stands on part of a 2-

acre estate bestowed to the Church of Eng-

land by then owner of the Friendship plan-

tation - John Gardiner Austin. He was the 

brother of Bishop William Piercy Austin. 

The tract of land was also designated to 

accommodate a school and an expansive 

churchyard/cemetery. 

The first church in the village, it opened 

its doors for worship on Sunday, 28th Au-

gust, 1841 - the feast day of its Patron Saint: 

St. Augustine of Hippo. He was born in Ta-

gaste, Algeria, on the African continent, 

and became a foremost thinker and writer 

on Church doctrine. The Friendship chapel 

was the only church in the post-slavery so-

ciety to bear the name of an African saint. 

The inhabitants also welcomed the opening 

of the church in August since the month 

was associated with freedom. 

The St. Augustine’s Anglican School was 

the first school in the village, built in 1838. 

It’s legacy is etched in its indelible motto:  

“Success comes not by wishing but by hard 

work bravely done”. 

St. Augustine’s churchyard is secured  by a 

seven-bar iron fence, which was erected in 

1882. It is the final resting place for the 

multitude who were baptized in the Angli-

can faith and served it faithfully during 

their lifetime. 

St. Augustine’s Anglican Church at Friendship 
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Guyana Post - 11 May 2021 
 

She may not be the oldest person in Guyana 

but she certainly is among the oldest. Evadne 

Eldica Talbot celebrated her109th birthday, on 

Monday at her home in Buxton. 

She was born Evadne Eldica Watson on May 

10, 1912, in Buxton. Circumstances forced her 

to move to the city to live with an aunt. The 

result was that she attended Sacred Heart Ro-

man Catholic School. The aunt migrated to Cu-

racao so Evadne relocated to Buxton. 

Later she married Kingsel Talbot. The union 

produced five children—Hermine, Harvey, Ray-

mond, and the now dead Bernard and Cora. 

Kingsel died in 1985. 

For her birthday, Monday, Granny Talbot, as 

the village calls her, was dressed to match, 

wearing polka dot shirt and matching shoes. 

Her caregiver is Ingrid Nelson. 

Three weeks ago she took the centenarian to 

the doctor. The result of that visit, she said, 

was that Granny Talbot’s vital signs were bet-

ter than hers. 

There was no evidence of high blood pres-

sure or diabetes. 

Ms. Nelson said that Granny Talbot’s favorite 

foods are Karila, ochro, and steamed fish head. 

Sometimes she would have special requests. 

The other day it was breadfruit. 

Up to six years ago, the centenarian was 

going to the market and doing her own 

cooking. Her daughter, Hermine, who lives 

in London was home for this birthday. She 

said that her mother was a housewife who 

was a vendor and who did crotchet to sup-

port the family. 

The years have gone by but Granny Talbot still has a keen 

sense of sight and hearing. She hears all that is going on 

around her and in her own time, she would comment on 

those conversations. 

On her 100th birthday, she was the center of attraction at 

the Nelsons residence. When it was over she danced from 

there all the way home. 

Her daughter, Hermine, said that she was a disciplinarian. 

Grandchildren were not spared. Today she sits at the head 

of five generations—children, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren, and great, great-grandchildren. 

There is talk about some families being blessed with lon-

gevity. This may be the case here. Granny Evadne is the 

third among her relatives to see the magical landmark. One 

Mr. Phillips and Ms. Jesse Spencer—102 are the others in 

recent times. 
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Granny Talbot  
Hits 109 

Among Guyana’s Oldest  



Food Taalk Ah-Village: Yuh Know Weh Barley Does Grow? 

             SETTING: Wan lil house ah-Bux’n Sideline Dam 

             WHO: Mavis (Mother), George (Son/God Son), Nennen Gertie (God Mother) 
             

             SCENE: George been hanging ‘bout dih kitchen when ‘e nennen, Gertie drop in. 
 

MOTHER: Bhai gwaaan guh play.  

George mistik but e’ nah guh tuh far. George guh unda the back step fuh play wid he taays: Cou-

ple coc’nut baals. Dis ah-way ‘e hear.  

MOTHER: Eh, Gyuuurl, water more than caarn flour! 

                  Licks a-share like peas, ah- Bux’n front 

                  Dem seh who throw han’ fus.’ 

NENNEN GERTIE: Wuh? Look-uh, Mavis. Dere is more in the MORTAR than in the pestle 

                  More, more, in the MORTAR, yuh hear mih? 

MOTHER: Mih know! Is nah suh it does guh when dem want fuh suck cane and whistle? 

                  Force-ripe, like mango, if you ask me! 

NENNEN GERTIE: Ah-yagga! Wen punkin nah ripe nah scratch ‘e battam! 

MOTHER: You know nuh? 

NENNEN GERTIE: Aaah, gyal, nah dah does happen when yuh gie’ way yuh bread and ah-look fuh biscuit… 

MOTHER: Dem granny didn’t agree, fuh it. But dem two duh did done mek bargain. 

                  But, who an-eat pork, gon eat pork barrel! 

NENNEN GERTIE: Ow! Dem too sweet! Dem dih always deh like Loving Jo-Jo and Betsy Syrup! 

                                Nah tek worries, every moldy biscuit gat ‘e voom-voom cheese 

MOTHER: Now everything, boil ova! 

NENNEN GERTIE: Gyurl, ah-ain’t staying long.  

MOTHER: A’right. Gaaaaage? Gaaaaarge! Is weh you deh.   

                  Come cyarry yuh nennen to dih gate suh dih daag nah bite shi. 

Nenen Gertie and George reach dih the gate.  

GEORGE: Nennen Gertie yuh didn’t bring nutten fuh me? 

NENNEN GERTIE: Like wuh, Gaarge? 

GEORGE: Lil’ piece cane, lil biscuit, lil mango, lil pork, or lil cheese?  

                 But, please, nennen, ah-don’t want caarn flour, peas, and punkin. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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BARLEY DOES GROW 

Buxton-Friendship Express 
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NENNEN GERTIE: (Laugh)  Ee-eeeeh! Bhai, yuh lickrish, yuh know!  

                            Nah worry, ah-gon bring something fuh yuh next time. 

GEORGE: Is alright if I ask you fuh check the cheese gud?  

                Voom-voom cheese nuh smell nice, and mih sure e’ nah taste gud, neiduh! 

NENNEN GERTIE: Scratching she head.   

                 Wuh? Gaaarge, is wuh you talking ‘bout? 

GEORGE: Same ting you an’ mammie did-taaking ‘bout. 

NENNEN GERTIE: Stuups! Mavis, Gaaarge bin lis’nin to we Kanvasation. 

MOTHER: Gaaaaaaaaarge! Gaaaaaaarge! Wait...  

                Is weh dih coc’nut broom deh. Gertie, dis bhai guh gie me wata unda mih heart! 

  Garge! 

  Gaaaaaaarge!  Bring yuhself aay…  

   Gaaaaaaarge … 

George bus-n’-scatta.  He mistik outta deh! ‘e know weh barley does grow! 

Note: In the village, we can engage in conversations using analogies to food and make complete sense. 

To the young those conversations may not be understood, but that is how the elders wanted it. The art 

of making such kinds of linguist events must not die. They cannot die. I, for one, take the time to think in 

my Creolese language for what you don’t use, you lose. Truth be told, we have a living language. In an 

age where languages are dying by the day, and linguists are working feverishly to preserve them, we 

have a unique privilege—we continue to use creole languages (Creolese, Patois, etc. among Guyanese, 

and Caribbean populations at home and abroad). We continue to use vernacular rhetorics (all things 

language, story, situations, encounters, and the like) that encapsulate your identity and culture. We are 

here! We use our language to preserve our own lives and those who came before us—barley does grow! 

(Continued from page 14) 
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In Memoriam 
In Ever Loving Memory  

Of Our Beloved Sister 

Waveney Bernadette Ifill-Primo 

May 3, 1947 – May 16, 1971 
 

Born in Buxton Village, Guyana 

She immigrated to the USA in June 1970 

Where she passed away peacefully  

at 24 years old 
 

We cannot forget that Sunday 
And in a land far away 

Sudden was the call 
It shocked and saddened us all. 

 

Though 50 years have passed 
Her presence is still dearly missed 

But we continue to cherish the memories left behind 
 As we keep her and Mother Gwendolyn forever in mind. 

 

Always in our hearts 
Lorna, Morselle, Bridget (Vaulda) and Janice 

Uncle Cecil, Aunts Agnes and Celest 
Nieces, Nephews, Cousins, other Relatives & Friends 

We are saddened by the recent passing of our villagers:  

 AMA DARA LONDON    — 19 MARCH, 1977 - 12 JUNE, 2021 (NEW JERSEY, USA) 

 VICTOR BACCHUS    — 22 MARCH, 1962 - 18 JUNE, 2021 (MARYLAND, USA) 

 LAWRENCE DOUGALL  — PASSED AWAY ON 23 JUNE, 2021 (MARYLAND, USA) 
 

Our thoughts and prayers and those of the Buxtonian community are with their bereaved 

families and relatives at this sad and difficult time.  

“Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there is a trail of beautiful memories.”  

May their souls rest in God’s grace and love! 

Deepest Sympathy 
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Noelle “Dolly” Edgehill 
Noelle Emmeline Irma Edgehill, nee Burgan, fondly 

known as Auntie Dolly, and “Tee Tee” in later years, 
was born on December 27, 1920 in Georgetown to the 
Reverend Canon William Granville Burgan and Imelda 
Emmeline Burgan, nee Husbands. She was their 
fourth of five children. 

Her carefree and privileged childhood was spent in 
Buxton/Friendship, where her father was the parish 
priest at St. Augustine’s Anglican Church. She later 
attended Bishops’ High School - the premier Girls’ 
school in the country - where she excelled academi-
cally and was a top athlete in both junior and senior 
divisions of track and field. Her stellar athleticism cul-
minated in her becoming National Sprint Champion. 

Upon completing school, Noelle set out to forge her 
own path. In 1945, she married William Barrow, but, as 
fate would have it, life would take them in separate 
directions. With a newfound sense of independence, 
she set her sights on America, specifically the “Big 
Apple”! She navigated her new life abroad with beauty, 
style and grace; all the while never forgetting her 
family back home, as she often sent gifts. 

Romantic love would find its way back to her, too! While working as a dental hygienist, she 
crossed paths with a handsome doctor of urology - Harold Edgehill - and would go on to expe-
rience 21 blissful years of marriage, with him by her side until his passing in 1994. Together 
they traveled the world, frequently entertained, and vacationed annually at their holiday resi-
dence in Barbados. 

During her “golden years, Noelle found renewed inspiration and drive after taking on the role 
of mother to her darling niece - Imelda, dedicating her energy to Melly’s upbringing and devel-
opment. 

In December, 2020, she was blessed enough to reach an incredible milestone - turning 100 
years young! A massive digital celebration kicked off across the globe with family and friends 
Zooming in all the way from the Islands to across the Pond! Our beloved centenarian was truly 
a part of history - witnessing everything from the Harlem Renaissance (She was a regular at 
the Cotton Club) to seeing our First Black President and now our First Female Vice-President 
being elected. 

On March 31, 2021, Noelle took her final breath at home, surrounded by the love of her family. 
This loss is immeasurably great to all of her nieces and nephews, cousins, godchildren and 
caregivers: Claudette, pam, Melly, Dolly, and Skippa. Her legacy will be one of resilience, gen-
erosity, joy, and truly embodying what it means to live “life to its fullest”. 



Majumbee Changa Saundo was born Winslow Edghill 

on 12
th
 January, 1953 in Buxton/Friendship to his proud parents - 

Clarice Watson and the late Dr. Wolsley (Winslow) Edghill. He 

departed this life on May 24, 2021 in Brooklyn, New York, at 

the age of 68. 

As a youngster, he served as an Altar Boy at St. George’s Cathe-

dral, which provided his religious foundation. He attended Indi-

ans’ Educational Trust College and, later, Alleyne’s High School 

where he excelled as a rounded student. After school, he took up 

construction work with Guy Construct. 

Proud of his African heritage, he joined the African Society for 

Cultural Relations with Independent Africa (ASCRIA). He  adopt-

ed the name Majumbee Changa Saundo, which he believed 

would justly define him, his views, and his legacy.   

He embraced a call for the “New Guyana Man” through devel-

opment of the country’s youths and natural resources. In 1975, 

he was among the pioneer recruits by Guyana National Service 

for its Papaya camp. He rose through the ranks quickly and end-

ed his tenure as Captain.  

Majumbee was also a Commissioned Officer of the Guyana De-

fence Force. From his vast tours of duty in the Interior, he devel-

oped a love for hunting and the taste for wild meat.  

He immigrated to the United States and settled in the large 

Guyanese community of Brooklyn, New York. Perhaps inspired 

by his parents - career medical professionals, Majumbee pursued 

similar studies and training in becoming a Registered Nurse. Up 

to the time of his sudden passing, he worked for over 20 years at 

the New York Presbyterian Hospital in Manhattan. In 2019, he 

was honoured by the top-tier hospital for his long and outstand-

ing service. 

Majumbee is survived by his four daughters - Luanna Boyce, 

Malika Ramsey-McPherson, Jumoke Saundo and Omolara Saun-

do, Grandchildren - Officer Cadet Raheem Williams and Ngina 

Garnett 

He also leaves to mourn his Mother - Clarice; Brother - Dr. 

Akintunde Watson; Sisters - Ayodele Watson, Karen Mustafa and 

Sarah Borchardt; Nieces & Nephews - Iyabo Watson, Terrence 

Chase Jr. of the Guyana Defence Force, Louis Watson, Joshua 

Watson, Jakida Watson, Akina Watson, Dahlia Mustafa and Lilly 

Borchardt. Great Nieces - Akia Peters and Anya Williams; Son-in-

Law - Jermaine McPherson. Partner - Colleen Kirton; Foster 

Daughter - Celine; Cousins - Ronald (Bruce) and Handel (Andy) 

Elcock, Wendella Agard, Wendell, Hazel (June) and Donna 

Glenn; Winslow Williams, Natalie (Kim) Watkin and Wilfred Lee. 

His father, Dr. Wolsley Edghill, preceded him in death on Octo-

ber 26, 2020 in Germany.  
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Majumbee Saundo 

January 12, 1953 - May 24, 2021 
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Victor Frank Haynes passed away peacefully on 

May 12, 2021, in Ontario, Canada.  The 96-year-old retired 

Public Servant and former resident of Lot 72 Company 

Road, Friendship Village was a Senior Cooperative Officer, 

and his office was located on the Public Road, Buxton.   

Mr. Haynes and his family lived in Buxton from 1962 to 

1970.  Although he was not the Cooperative Officer re-

sponsible for Buxton, he was instrumental in forming the 

cooperative movement in Buxton.  Some organisations he 

coached included The Garment Factory, Schools Coopera-

tive Savings in the primary schools and a retail Grocery 

Store in the market. 

Mr. Haynes was noted for giving anyone a ride whenever 

he was able. Mr. Robert Gardiner shared a memory of 

alerting Mr. Haynes in the absence of landlines and cell 

phones, by throwing stones and pebbles onto the Haynes’ 

galvanised roof in the wee hours of the morning when his 

services as a driver were required.  He never failed to re-

spond. 

He is survived by his wife:  Brenda and children Joseph, 

Frances Patricia (Patsy), Ethel (Babsie), Cheryll, Paula, Frank 

Aggrey and Roxanne, grandchildren Sheri-Ann Seaforth-

Stringer, Leisl Joe & Kristen Joe-Lai and others, great grand-

children. His siblings: Thelma Haynes-Seaforth, Percy 

Haynes, Clifford Walcott, Fidele Eldridge, Percy Walcott, 

Evelyn Cantin and Jean Spencer. He was related to the Ed-

wards’, Benjamin’s, Williams’, Emanuel’s, Griffith’s, Ram-

sey’s, Clarke’s, Marshall’s, and is survived by nephews and 

nieces. Good friend of Robert Gardner, James Seetram and 

William Henry. 

For those who remember and are of a certain generation, I inform you of the passing of Dr. 

Wolsley (Winslow) Edghill, MD, on 26
th
 October, 2020 in Germany - his adopted home since 

1962. On his way to his desired profession, this son of Buxton was a Government County 

Scholarship winner and a Queen’s College alumnus. 

He was the son of Gertrude Alleyne and brother of the late Sheila Benn-Elcock and Olga 

Benn-Glenn. His son, Majumbe Saundo, recently died, May 24, 2021. 

He is survived by his daughters - Karen Mustafa and Sarah Borchardt; Grandchildren - Dahlia 

Mustafa, Lilly Borchardt, Luanna Boyce, Malika Ramsey-McPherson, Jumoke Saundo and 

Omolara Saundo, Grandchildren - Officer Cadet Raheem Williams and Ngina Garnett; Neph-

ews and Nieces - Ronald (Bruce) Elcock, Wendell Glenn, Wendella Elcock-Agard, Hazel (June) 

Glenn, Handel (Andy) Elcock, Donna Glenn, Winslow Williams and Natalie (Kim) Watkins. 

Relatives in the Buxton/Friendship area include The Graham’s, Gentle’s, Booker’s, Connell’s, 

David’s, Durant’s and Dillon’s, 
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Victor Haynes 

Dr. Wolsley (Winslow) Edghill 

May 3, 1925 – May 12, 2021 
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