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As we observe "International Museum Day" Tuesday May 18th 2021, the BUXTON / FRIENDSHIP 
MUSEUM, ARCHIVES & CULTURE CENTER (BFMACC) joins in celebrating another milestone of 
such an important day around the world. The INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF MUSEUMS (ICOM) 
selects each year for International Museum Day, a theme that is at the heart of the concerns of 
society. The theme this year which we have adopted is “The Future of Museums: Recover and 
Reimagine”.  

This theme will be discussed at our virtual symposium on "International Museum Day" 

Tuesday May 18th 2021, starting 6.00pm. Also, to celebrate this day we have invited the 
villages school’s children, to visit our MUSEUM, ARCHIVES & CULTURE CENTER 
(BFMACC) to experience our accomplishments to date. The Covid guidelines will be followed. 
 
As we celebrate International Museum Day, and as we recap our activities for the past year, we 
look forward to another milestone on August 4, 2021, when we commemorate our third anniversary, 
while remembering Ms. Elaine Huntley who was part of our ribbon cutting ceremony and who has 
gone to join our ancestors. She would have been 100 years old in November this year. 
 
Museums throughout history have their purpose in society, based on their Mission and Vision that 
they were established to portray. They provide a social outlet, education and contribute to the 
economies of people in the communities they serve and countries, while at the same time preserve 
history - oral and written.  
 
BUXTON/ FRIENDSHIP MUSEUM, ARCHIVES & CULTURE CENTER (BFMACC) is located in a 
historical village on the East Coast of Demerara, Guyana. South America. Such a museum has much 
more meaning, since it embodies not only a Museum but an Archive and has a cultural mandate. 
With the declared Emancipation of slavery in 1838, the Village Movement was spreading and after 
four years of hard work they were still able to save enough money to buy Plantation Orange Nassau 
later renamed Buxton in 1834.Friendship Village was later purchased and the combined area became 
Buxton/Friendship. 
 
From the purchase of Buxton / Friendship and other villages, they had set the stage for the formation 
of the Cooperative movement in Guyana and the concept of one person, one vote. These villages 
along with neighboring villages, from Emancipation to present, have set a significant historical trail of 
village life, socially and economically. The contributions of the people of Buxton / Friendship, 
Annandale, Bladen hall, Vigilance, Strathspey and Lusignan are worth preserving, not only for the 
communities involved but for the nation as a whole, since its residents have contributed and served in 
numerous professions and contributed in the villages and country. Such contributions are worth 
acknowledging along with our various artifacts and documents which would over time vanish unless 
preserved. 
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 We take this opportunity to celebrate “International Museum Day,” and as the ICOM noted 
" Museums have no borders, they have a network". We thank all our contributors and supporters 
for their generous support and contribution of cash, in-kind support, as well as the donation of 
artifacts and historical documents. Your encouragement and support greatly assisted in opening the 
doors of the museum and archives. We also thank our staff for their dedicated work at the Museum & 
Archive. Through your generosity the Museum and Archive held several exhibitions and hosted many 
visitors. Your support also assisted in covering our ongoing monthly expenses which include wages 
for our part-time staff of administrative and security personnel. 
  
Since the opening we have earned recognition from the Government of Guyana and received a 
limited Grant from the Ministry of the Presidency, Department of Social Cohesion, Culture, Youth and 
Sport, "Award under the GOG Cultural and Creative Industries Grant 2019," which enabled us to 
place a sign on the main road, along with other enhancements and expenses for the museum, as 
documented. For our expected visitors, we now have a newly paved street leading from the main 
road. 
  
BFMACC has to date, attracted numerous visitors, both locally and from overseas.  In addition, 
students from many schools in the district visited the facility as part of their civics and social studies 
program, while students from the University of Guyana visited as part of their research projects. 
Some also participated in the "Young Visionaries Educational and Life Skills program," and assisted 
in enhancing the Museum collections of artifacts from the villages. 
 
The museum donated to the Health Center in Buxton / Friendship Village, Guyana, two sets of masks 
to be used by the elderly and chronically ill in the community. The distribution was coordinated by the 
doctor on site Dr. Moore-Thorne. 
On April 29, 2020 we distributed another set which was coordinated by the Buxton Post Office, PM. 
Thanks to all those who contributed to this needy cause. These masks were made by Primo's 
Garment Manufacturing Est. in Buxton Village on the East Coast. 
 
We held our first Kwanza celebration on December 27, 2020, which followed all covid guidelines. 
This event was a continuation from the first joint program of a Kwanza teach in, which was held 
with IDPAD-G in December 2019. At both events books were distributed to the children with a cultural 
program of drumming and refreshments, which reminded us of our ancestors. 
We also, recently had our first organized tour from the "Singing Chef Adventures" Cook up Tour to 
the Buxton Friendship Museum which was a success. 
 
In keeping with our purpose and the enhancement of the library, we recently we received five boxes 
of scholarly books, manuscripts and periodicals for research purposes from Dr, Barbara Josiah in the 
USA. This is a follow up from numerous documents received from Dr Nigel Westmaas for our 
Archives. 
We must also acknowledge another donation of an artifact from Rebecca Alban Hoffberger, 
Founder/Director & Principal Curator of the AMERICAN VISIONARY ART MUSEUM in Baltimore. 
The artifact is from Patrick Davis, a Guyanese self-taught artist residing in Texas USA, known for his 
paper mache figures. 
Also, in keeping with the principle of gifting, we recently acknowledged an agreement from Bro. Eusi 
Kwayana to print and receive part of the proceeds from the sales of his book "Buxton in Print and 
Memory". 
 
The Friends of the Villages Museum and Archives Inc.in the USA will be holding its second 
Fundraising Biennial Special Awards function in November 2021. 
 



 
Please view our Web Site under construction 

at: https://www.buxtonfriendshipmuseum.com or http://friendsofvma.com 
 
To date, we are very pleased with what has been accomplished and look forward to your continued 
support as we seek to build on the foundation established and work towards long term sustainability 
of the BFMACC. 
 
We ask that all commit to safe-guarding their health, following all medical guidelines and staying 
informed in the fight against this deadly virus. 
 
Let’s use this Day to renew our commitment to protecting our families, communities and looking out 
for others, so that we emerge from this crisis stronger than ever, further enabling us to preserve our 
history and enhancing our mission and vision. 
Please see pictures attached and our Zoom link to join us on Tuesday 18 2021 at 6.00 pm sharp. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2908304046?pwd=WGxqRndONmE1N0FCOTdMd2FBMHhhUT09 
Meeting ID: 290 830 4046 
Passcode: 102541 
 
 We have three great panelists for you. 
 
Stay well, stay safe. 
  
Sincerely, 

Keith Easton-For BFMACC 

Agt. Museum Administrator, Curator for BFMACC, Founder and President, FVMA 
Keasto2@gmail.com, 592-696-4470 GUY.  Cell (240)-601-3892 US 
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