
Watooka Guest House Renovations

************************************************


In April 2019, I had visited the area of my birth again … Linden, Guyana.  I have written 
about this trip in depth but now I will just focus on one topic.  I had been reserved a 
room for a week at the Watooka Guest House in old Watooka, a historic section of 
Linden 65 miles up the Demerara River from the capital city of Georgetown.  At my 
Rainforest B&B in Georgetown, I had been informed at the last minute that my 
reservation at Watooka had been cancelled due to renovations.


My good friend Ned Blair had quickly come to my rescue and arrangements were 
made within a few hours for me to stay in old Cockatara via a telephone call to Marie 
Herbert Alleyne in New York.  Cockatara was another historic section of Linden and her 
Riverview Guest House was an old Demba Bauxite Co. house on the river very near to 
the North Gate of the now Chinese-owned bauxite company.  My interesting and 
wonderful time at this abode is written up elsewhere … Marie arrived from her New 
York home later in the week.


During the week, one of many, many activities, I had visited the Watooka Guest House, 
full of old memories for me, to view the renovations taking place.  On one occasion, I 
was also able to attend a garden party with friends with quiet jazz music being played 
by legendary Ras Camo and his steel pans.


Here are some 
photos of 
some of the 
renovations … 
very

exciting for 
me.







The huge deck sits on the previous site of the old dock and old landing ramp for small 
water airplanes that had been derelict and missing for decades.  New greenheart pilons 
support the deck that sits over the river and is surrounded by a heavy duty metal pipe 
railing.  The planking is made of long-lasting planed greenheart wood … so dense that 
it will sink in water.


One can see the wide south-running boardwalk that extends over to Watooka Creek 
which is still engulfed in green growth and bamboo trees … a great place for snakes.  
The pipe bench seat is one of several that were made at the bauxite company machine 
shop just as were those, and the awnings, at the swimming pool.  The old chain-link 
wire fence seems to still be in place on the right of the boardwalk.  A new railing on the 
left does not appear to be completed and is non-existent yet at the far end.


The grass runs right up to the boardwalk and it is cut by Johnny , Shawn and the guys 
using only weed-eaters.  Now and then, they encounter a small poisonous labaria 
snake.  Note the huge 100 year-old mango trees at the foot of the deck.  They had 
existed when I had been a boy.  The boardwalk also runs north for an even longer 
distance over to the yard at the old Manager’s House that has also been renovated.


The Guest House has received a beautiful new metal roof with large capable 
eavestroughs for the heavy rainfalls.  The old screen windows have been replaced with 
full glass and with black metal trim.  These improvements now allow the air 
conditioning to function more widely and efficiently.  Heavy Guyana rainforest exotic 
wood has been used for the new furniture including for that in the bedrooms.  I hope 
that donors can provide funds for historic photos and rainforest paintings to fill the 
walls.  Note the ensuite room at the end of the (each) bedroom.


I know that Lauren, Jackie, Nicky and all of the other staff must be very proud of their 

enhanced workplace.  For US$60 a night with three warm meals /day, you can’t get a 
better deal.


Steve Connolly      November 2020


