
DAVID  COMISSIONG DECLARES 

CARIBBEAN  PEOPLE !  

OUR  MISSION  IS  TO  HUMANIZE  THE  WORLD ! 

 

 

 

Christopher Columbus stumbled into the Caribbean in 1492 and set in train 

processes that have led inexorably to the 20th and 21st Century mindset that 

says “profit and consumption by any means necessary – and more and more for 

me, in fact, the more the better – and to hell with “lesser breeds” who may be 

exploited or harmed in the process – just as long as I am doing alright or I think 

that I am doing alright!” 

 

 



You see, it was the Spanish Conquistadors of the 16th Century who started the 

New World process of experimentation with mechanisms to perfect the 

exploitation of both Man and Nature in pursuit of profit – super abundant profit. 

  

First, they set their eyes on the indigenous people of the Caribbean and devised 

the infamous “Requisition” – read out in Spanish to indigenous people who did 

not understand Spanish – and used it as a justification for enslaving the 

indigenous people of the Caribbean. 

 

 
 

And this was followed by the system of “Repartimientos” or “Encomiendas” - 

production mechanisms for organizing the exploitation of the labour of de facto 

enslaved native Americans. 

  

The British – for their part – added the Slave Society:– not merely a society that 

possessed slaves, or of which slavery was a feature, but, a totally new 

phenomenon in human history – a socio-economic formation that was entirely 

dependent on slavery for all of its operations, its dominant ideology and defining 

functions, including its very means of sustainability. Never before had mankind 

seen a society constructed totally—completely – on the basis of human slavery ! 

That was a new conception created by the British in colonies like Barbados and 

Jamaica. 



 
 

 

And, of course, the genesis of the British and wider European Industrial 

Revolution can be traced to mid-17th century Barbados with the establishment of 

plantation and slavery based sugar production. 

  

Indeed, the combined sugar plantation, windmill and boiling house in 1640s 

Barbados was the beginning of the British and European Industrial 

Revolution.  There were no factories in Britain in the 1640s :  the beginnings of 

industrial production are right there in those Caribbean slave societies.  There was 

the sugar plantation to grow the canes; the windmill to grind the sugar cane to 

produce the cane juice; and the boiling house to put the cane juice through various 

heating and chemical processes to produce sugar.  That is the beginning of the 

Industrial Revolution! 

  



 
 

And those industrial enterprises were run - were operated - by enslaved Africans! 

This is something we need to always bear in mind. 

  

But don’t simply take it from me.  Listen, instead, to eminent British Historian, 

Tristram Hunt, as he explained the process in his book entitled “Ten Cities That 

Made An Empire”:- 

 
 

“The staggering returns from the West Indies colonies funded the 

acceleration of the British Empire, the beginnings of the Industrial 

Revolution and the expansion of the Royal Navy. 



“Karl Marx called it ‘primitive accumulation’ – the initial influx of capital 

from the colonies which allowed the nations of Western Europe to kick-

start the industrial revolution:-  “The discovery of gold and silver in 

America, the extirpation, enslavement and entombment in mines of the 

aboriginal population, the beginning of the conquest and looting of the 

East Indies, the turning of Africa into a warren for the commercial hunting 

of black-skins, signalised the rosy dawn of the era of capitalist production 

….. The colonial system ripened, like a hot-house, trade and 

navigation..…  The colonies secured a market for the budding 

manufactures … The treasures captured outside Europe by undisguised 

looting, enslavement, and murder, floated back to the mother country and 

were turned into capital.” 

  

And Tristram Hunt himself continues:  

“The Atlantic trade was the dynamo for British industrial development. … 

It was not only investment in new technologies, but also the vital 

infrastructure of ports, new docks (most notably in London and Liverpool), 

canals, harbours and agricultural improvements which were made 

possible by the colonial tribute pouring in from the West Indies.” 

 

 



And so we understand that it is that greed, that thirst and drive for self-interest at 

all or any costs, that is at the heart of a rapacious model of economic production 

that is willing to sacrifice the earth’s environment in the interest of securing more 

and more consumption and profits. 

  

Similarly, it is that greed and thirst and drive for self-interest at any cost that 

causes large, wealthy, industrialized nations to determine that they – and only 

they – are to have Finance Industries.  And how dare these little sun-burned 

nations in the Caribbean believe that they should have 1 or 2 percent of the global 

Finance Industry action? 

  

And so they blacklist us, and try to destroy whatever little progress we have made 

in pulling ourselves out of the depths of dispossession and poverty that they 

placed us in during those centuries of enslavement and colonial rape of our 

resources! 

  

But the good news is that “We are uniting – we are uniting efforts in the 

Caribbean” to face not only climate change, but also all of the other interlocked 

threats to our survival that are systematically linked to or associated with Climate 

Change. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROGRESSIVE CARIBBEAN AGENDA  TAKES  SHAPE 

  

I have been in the position of Barbados’ Ambassador to the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) and to the ACS for just over a year now, and I can tell 

you that I have been so proud of how CARICOM has conducted itself over the 

past 12 months. 

  

I have seen evolving before my very eyes a collective CARICOM foreign policy 

based on the principles of Peace, Reparatory Justice and Sustainable 

Development. 

  

And if you doubt me, just listen to the speeches at the recently concluded 

74th Session of the United Nations General Assembly! 

  

 
 

Listen to the speech of Prime Minister Mottley. As far as I am concerned it is one 

of the great Caribbean speeches – it is right up there, close to Errol Barrow’s 1986 

speech to the opening ceremony of the CARICOM Heads of Government 

Conference. 



Listen to the speeches of Prime Minister Gaston Brown of Antigua and of Prime 

Minister Ralph Gonsalves of St. Vincent and the Grenadines , and of so many 

others of our leaders! 

  

 

There is a palpable difference in the tone, the quality, the content.  There is a new 

assertiveness.  There is a new sense of searching for justice and equity in this 

world. 

  

 
 

And the value of Peace! Our Association of Caribbean States Secretary General-

-Dr June Soomer -- mentioned how impressed she was with Prime Minister 



Mottley’s assertion that the time for talking – in search of Peace – is never over.  I 

think that in years to come the world will praise CARICOM for the position that 

it has taken over the past ten months or so in relation to the issue of Venezuela -

- in standing up for the principles of International Law and the principles of the 

United Nations Charter : for insisting that the Caribbean must be a Zone of 

Peace and also insisting that the time for dialogue is never over – that we 

must always pursue a diplomacy of peace and dialogue! 

  

In years to come I think the world will recognize what a great service CARICOM 

did – has done – for humanity over the past year or so, in standing up for those 

very important principles. 

 

 
 

And permit me to say that I was so very proud of my own nation of Barbados 

when we hosted – when we provided the location for – the Norway brokered 

peace talks between the Venezuelan Government and Opposition forces. 

  

Oh, CARICOM has really done us proud ! 



But the question arises :- can the nations of the larger and more extensive 

Association of Caribbean States (ACS) also rise to the level of such a unified, 

principled and progressive collective Foreign Policy as well? 

 

Well, if the “Declaration of Managua” is anything to go by, the potential is 

certainly there.  This, after all, was a Declaration that was unanimously passed – 

even if we had to work for that unanimity in Managua ! 

  

And perhaps what is required (as has proven to be successful in the case of 

CARICOM) is more direct, face-to-face discussions between our political 

leaders.  It seems to me that we only arrive at these principled positions when our 

leaders meet face to face, looking at each other eyeball to eyeball , and are forced 

to discuss matters on the basis of indisputable principle. And perhaps, in all of 

our multilateral Associations  we need to take more time , when there are sensitive 

or controversial issues, to come together, to meet, to see each other face to face, 

and to have discussions on the basis of principle. 

  

When that happens, we will likely be forced to go the route of principle, and we 

are likely to find that we can come to some kind of principled common position. 

  

And I therefore say that the Declaration of Managua was – for me – very 

inspiring. For we came together – whether we were Lima 

group or CARICOM or whatever, and we passed  an unanimous Declaration 

that spoke about the Caribbean being a Zone of Peace, among other things. 

 

Certainly, what is clear is to me is that all of the nations of the Greater Caribbean 

–  all of the nations of the ACS – share the same basic history, and have therefore 

been bequeathed the same basic historical Mission! 



What I mean by this is that all of us went through the same historical trajectory 

of European invasion; colonial domination; genocide of the native people; 

African enslavement; suffering and victimization, but resilience and resistance in 

the face of such organized oppression; the effort by masses of oppressed and 

terrorised people to resist , to preserve their intrinsic humanity and to creatively 

carve out a human existence for themselves. 

  

That is our common history ! Whether it is Barbados, Cuba, Colombia, Costa 

Rica – that is our common history! And I therefore make bold to say that that 

history – if it is to mean anything, if all of that suffering is to have any redemptive 

value— then we have to accept that we in this generation have a sacred mission 

to carry out. And I now wish to outline that “sacred mission” very clearly here ! 

 

 
 

This then is my fundamental theme and premise :- 

  

That this space of the Greater Caribbean made its entry into Modern history in 

the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries as locations of barbarism. 

  

And that the system of barbarism that was installed and practised for centuries 

in the Caribbean impacted the entire World and produced a model of economic, 



cultural and political production that has led to the multiple interlocking 

threats that are now threatening the very survival of humanity. 

  

And therefore, that the historical mission of the people whose ancestors were 

the victims of that system of barbarism in the Greater Caribbean is and will 

always be to humanize these societies of the Greater Caribbean and by 

extension to humanize the International System that was derived from (and that 

is rooted in) that history of barbarism. 

  

That is our mission – to humanize these locations of Barbarism.  And we have 

done so! 

  

Take for example my own country of Barbados.  It began as an evil, barbaric 

slave colony – a place of terrorism, a place of inhumanity.  But today, it is a 

nurturing, caring, human and progressive nation that was once rated in the 

number 19th position on the United Nations Development Programme’s 

Human Development Index – rated higher in terms of human development than 

many European countries. 

 

How did it get there?  Well, everything that is good and creative and human about 

Barbados – basically everything – has come from the “people down below”. 

                                                                                                                            

It is the “people down below” who humanized our societies.  Those societies that 

began as locations of evil and barbarism and indignity have been humanized by 

the “people down below”. 

 

And that is our mission ! That continues to be our mission ! 



 


