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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Guyana in 2050: 
Old Dhanpaul’s Dream!

Old Dhanpaul had a dream. He 
assembled the brethren at Cuff y 
Square, in Georgetown.

The views expressed in this article 
are those of the writer and do not 

necessarily represent the position or 
policy of the THE WEST INDIAN. 

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine “Comrades, I had a 
dream. Why are we the 
biggest racists at elec-
tion time? By 2050, our 
country, Guyana, will 
be taken over by a for-
eign clan. It will be done 
legally and legitimate-
ly. This is how it will 
happen: There will be a 
large infl ux of foreigners 
with second Guyanese 
passports. Some will 
inter-marry with Guy-
anese and will become 
naturalized as citizens. 
These two classes will 
form their own political 
parties that will outnum-
ber the ethnic or indig-
enous Guyanese. They 
will win the elections 
and take over the coun-
try. It’s that simple. The 
children, born from in-
ter-marriages, will not 
be loyal to Guyana, but 
to other countries. The 
textbooks, schools, and 
universities will teach 
this to them.

By 2040, Guyana will 
become unrecognizable. 
There will be skyscrap-
ers, fl yovers, trains and 
hovercrafts and people 
from all over the world 
will fl ock here, like they 
did in Alaska in the gold 
rush. The rich will buy 
islands in the interior and 
set up their own empires, 
and will be a law unto 
itself.

During the next de-
cade, you will hear 
words such as develop-
ment, transformation, 
modernization and prog-
ress. The politicians will 
tell you that everything 
is great and that they are 
working for you. Don’t 
believe them. Most are 
rascals. Politicians feath-
er their own nests. They 
love to talk or gyaff ! 
How many times poli-
ticians are around when 
you need them?  You 
only have to mention the 
word ‘election’ and it’s 
racial politics big time. It 
doesn’t matter how much 
you turn it and twist it 
racism and corruption is 
killing Guyana.   

Comrades, I hear 
someone say that we 
shouldn’t worry be-
cause our young people 

Guyanese are followed 
and robbed, and the pa-
pers are fi lled everyday 
with reports of seri-
ous crimes. This leader 
blames that leader and he 
in turn blames colonial-
ism and says that there 
is ‘crime everywhere.’ 
Then there is the break 
up of the family, drug 
use, alcoholism, and 
domestic violence. We 
have lost respect for our 
women and when you 
don’t treat women right 
society breaks up.   

You may wonder 
where I am going with 

this so let me tell you. 
When a country is racial-
ly divided, and the lead-
ers are fi ghting for pow-
er, and we have a social 
structure that is falling 
apart, that country be-
comes an easy target for 
a foreign take over.  By 
2035, with oil and gas in 
full stream, the GDP will 
hit the roof, but Guya-
nese will get only the 
crumbs. This will cause 
resentment, and riots, 
and many will migrate to 
foreign places.

Don’t think of mov-
ing to other countries. 
Barbados, Trinidad and 
Antigua will treat you 
like dogs, if they haven’t 

done so already. It’s no 
point going to Venezu-
ela, Surinam or Brazil, 
and as for the United 
States, the less said the 
better. That paper tiger, 
Caricom, won’t repre-
sent you. My advice is 
for you to stay in Guyana 
and work for change. It 
won’t be easy but at least 
you know your country.

And here is anoth-
er thing. There will be 
hundreds of discoveries 
throughout Guyana that 
will confound the world. 
But the prize will not be 
oil and gas. The multi-

nationals will buy thou-
sands of acres of land for 
construction and animal 
husbandry. Our agricul-
ture will feed the world 
but we wouldn’t aff ord 
to live in the shiny build-
ings.

The thousands with 
their second Guyanese 
passports will cut the 
forests and export the 
logs, and the food. They 
will mash up the en-
vironment, form drug 
cartels, build the Ca-
ribbean and the world’s 
tallest skyscrapers, and 
Iwokrama will become 
a distant memory. The 
multinationals will leave 
only a pittance of prof-

its in Guyana, and our 
leaders will stoutly de-
fend it. The leaders will 
pretend to love the dias-
pora while they take the 
diaspora money to fi ght 
elections.   

By 2050, as I have 
said, there will be two 
classes of Guyanese. The 
creoles, or ethnic Guya-
nese, will be sidelined 
while the new gentry 
will rule. Guyana’s for-
eign policy will be tied 
shakily to the United 
States, as China and Rus-
sia will fi ght for territory. 
China will have the best 
claim to the prized lands 
because of its big pop-
ulation, and investment 
in Guyana, and George-
town will have a Shang-
hai Quarter. 

You ask what is to be 
done?  We are quickly 
getting to the point of 
no return. When you are 
sitting on wealth, you 
protect the patrimony. If 
you fail to do so people 
will walk all over you. 
Read Kautilya. Look at 
the manifestos of your 
leaders. How many talk 
about policies for oil and 
gas? How many of our 
leaders take bribes from 
the oil companies? How 
many cook the books, 
and fail to disclose the 
true value of our wealth? 
How many are speak-
ing out? Where’s Clive 
Thomas and Rupert 
Roopnaraine?  Muzzled?

Comrades, wake up, 
get proactive, and jump 
on the peace train, and 
change things. Start by 
changing the laws to 
protect ethnic Guya-
nese, and to secure our 
borders. The future will 
thank you for it. If not, 
in 2080, when the last 
of the ethnic Guyanese 
has been wiped out, peo-
ple will look at the fad-
ing pictures of Forbes 
Burnham, Cheddi Jagan 
and Walter Rodney, and 
wonder where it all went 
wrong.” 

will come to the rescue. 
This is a big mistake. We 
have a diff erent breed of 
young people in Guyana. 
Some are good while 
others are horrid. They 
are not like us when we 
were young. Many of 
our young people today 
are disrespectful, un-
mannerly and lacking 
in refi nement. They are 
into drugs, violence, and 
crime. They hustle and 

want a quick ‘lil raise’, 
so don’t depend on them 
to provide. They are rest-
less, and this is made 
worse by the fact that 
governments have prom-
ised them so much, and 
have delivered so little. 

We have students 
fi ghting in the schools 
and are even beating up 
teachers. The Ministry of 
Education says that fi ght-
ing is normal. The same 
Ministry was forced to 
cancel the Christmas 
parties in Georgetown 
schools. Why? Because 
of sex and violence. The 
children can’t be trust-
ed to be children. Com-
rades, do you think this 

nonsense could have 
happened in our days?  
We made do with the 
salt and rice but we were 
happy, and yes, we be-
came doctors and law-
yers, and other profes-
sionals.

Comrades, don’t ex-
pect your leaders to act 
with vision. They don’t 
care about you. Look 
around, what do you see? 
The country has a public 
health crisis in so many 
areas that it is sickening. 
There is suicide that no 
one seems able to stem. 
Reckless driving is an-

other crisis. The leaders 
cannot do basic things 
like putting traffi  c lights 
at intersections. How 
can they manage oil and 
gas?  The IDB says that 
we top the Caribbean in 
bribery and corruption. 
Weren’t we supposed 
to eliminate corruption 
with various govern-
ments?  

The mini-buses are 
death traps with any 
Tom and Harry driving 
them. Take a page from 
Mr. Burnham and ban 
them!  And don’t talk 
about the crimes. People 
can attack you with im-
punity and there is little 
consequence. Overseas 

Racial politics gets us nowhere: Forbes Burnham and Cheddi Jagan, campaigning in 1953, for an independent 
Guyana. 


