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Birth anniversaries in the month of January 

 

Vice-President Sydney Allicock- 6 January 

  

First Lady Sandra Granger-8 January     Director General Joseph Harmon-8 January 
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Late President Arthur Chung-10 January;        Former President Bharrat Jagdeo -24 January 
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Mia Mottley accepts CARICOM office space in Nairobi, Kenya 
 

 

Barbados Prime Minister, Mia Mottley today accepted, on behalf of her regional colleagues, space in an 
ultra-modern business complex in Nairobi, Kenya to be the home of a joint diplomatic mission. 
It was the first major engagement for the Prime Minister on Day 1 of her official visit to the African nation. 
The office, located in the heart of the country’s diplomatic district and across the street from the United 
Nation’s principal home on the continent, is expected to be a hive of activity in the near future as 
Caribbean governments set out to deepen relations with their African counterparts. 
Mottley said she found the occasion to be very emotional, given the blood, sweat and tears a number of 
persons had expended to get to this stage after centuries of exploitation. 
“Our region and Africa have been separated, not just by the Atlantic Ocean, but by centuries of division 
and exploitation,” she told those attending the ceremony, including Kenya’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Monica Juma. 
“And we as a region are adamant that we will not allow this separation to continue any further. When we 
claim our Atlantic destiny, we are conscious that we are coming home; we are conscious that we are 
igniting the bonds that may have been sparked by our predecessors in North Atlantic capitals, but borne 
out of common values and a common battle. 

https://annsvg.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/mottley.jpg
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“We believe that it is incumbent on our generation to move to the next level and that we have no one 
else to blame now but ourselves if we do not remove the separation that was foisted upon us for 
centuries.” 
She reminded those attending that the promise to secure a place for a regional mission was made by 
Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta, when he visited Barbados earlier this year, when all parties agreed that 
the forging of closer ties was an “historic necessity”. 
“This is but only one of many steps we will take in the next few months that will communicate to our 
people, as well as to those who are watching from outside, that this is not a fly-by-night relationship. 
“It is one that will be anchored deeply and which is intended to unleash people-to-people communication 
and cooperation and the trade and investment opportunities such that our nations can prosper by relying 
on each other, and not simply on those from the North Atlantic,” the Prime Minister said, in the presence 
of a Barbados delegation that included Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator Dr Jerome 
Walcott. 
Mottley also promised that when she takes over as Chairman of CARICOM in just over a month she would 
work closely with the Kenyan government and business community to “make real, the first 
CARICOM/Africa summit”. 
Speaking ahead of Mottley, Kenya’s Foreign Minister Juma congratulated CARICOM leaders for the 
significant “strategic move” of setting up the mission. 
“You have a strong advocate in Uhuru Kenyatta and you can be assured of Kenya’s solidarity,” she said. 
“Our Afrocentric foreign policy in unambiguous in its focus to strengthen our relations within the 
continent and to reach out to people of African origin . . . We will continue to forge closer ties with people 
of African origin at the bilateral level as well as through the African Union. 
After addressing the group, Prime Minister Mottley unveiled a plaque and cut a ribbon at the entrance to 
the office and then stood on the balcony of the high-rise complex to take in the view that will greet those 
regional representatives who will eventually be stationed there. (PMO) 
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CARICOM to Spend $12M to Revitalize Guyana Villages Founded by Formerly Enslaved Africans 
By 
 Feathers Scott 
  

 
The Rebirth of the African Village Movement 
The Caribbean Development Fund (CARICOM) recently announced that it will invest $12 million into the 
revitalization of villages founded by formerly enslaved African people in Guyana. It is believed, however, 
that this would have happened much sooner if not for Guyana’s previous and majority East Indian 
government, that ignored development within Afro-Guyanese villages. 
Unfortunately for the Afro-Guyanese, achieving permanent upward mobility has been a strenuous effort 
as the sociopolitical dynamics of Guyana are complicated, to say the least. Since Guyana’s colonial era, 
many of the Afro-Guyanese have been afflicted by racism, racial tensions with Guyana’s East Indian 
population (something many could say was originally orchestrated by the British), and poverty. 
With the new investment, Finance Minister Winston Jordan revealed the land will be cleared for crops, 
improve drainage and irrigation and dig more than 150 kilometers (about 90 miles) of new canals to 
provide water for farms. Approximately 35,000 people in towns such as Buxton are expected to benefit. 
It hasn’t yet been confirmed as to when the development will officially take place, but in the meantime, 
here are some of the villages that will be included in the development initiative and their history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://atlantablackstar.com/author/feathers/
http://www.caricomdevelopmentfund.org/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/guyana-invest-12m-villages-founded-freed-slaves-164022817.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/guyana-invest-12m-villages-founded-freed-slaves-164022817.html
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Buxton Village 

Buxton Village, Guyana. Image Credit: Flickr (Mark Meynell) 
In 1840, former Black people in bondage purchased the land now known as Buxton for $50,000. They 
went on to build farms, schools, churches, housing and other infrastructure in hopes of being self-
sufficient. 
Victoria Village 
Victoria Village is said to have been purchased by 83 ex-enslaved Africans in 1839 for a little over $10,000 
and was one of the first villages to have codes of local government in Guyana. The village also became 
one of the leading exporters of goods made from cassava and coconuts. 
Lichfield Village 
Very recently, Lichfield celebrated its 176th anniversary. According to the village griot, 12 ex-enslaved 
Africans purchased the land in 1840. The land was initially used for the cultivation of many crops including 
coffee, cotton and tobacco. With returns from the crops, villagers built schools, railway stations, churches, 
etc. 
Golden Grove Village 
A former sugar plantation known as Williamsburg, Golden Grove was founded by 50 formerly enslaved 
Africans who pooled their resources to buy the land in 1848. Eventually, the village became a staple in 
Guyana’s agricultural industry and profits allowed residents to build homes and sustain their livelihood in 
a variety of ways. 
Plaisance Village 
Plaisance Village was purchased in 1842 and was officially declared a village in 1892, after 50 years of 
negotiations with the British-Guyanese government. 

http://gina.gov.gy/buxton-rich-in-african-cultures/
http://guyanachronicle.com/2013/01/27/victoria-village-a-historic-enticement-for-the-simple-at-heart-survival-is-made-possible-by-simple-implementations
http://guyanachronicle.com/2013/01/27/victoria-village-a-historic-enticement-for-the-simple-at-heart-survival-is-made-possible-by-simple-implementations
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2015/12/01/lichfield-village-celebrates-175th-anniversary/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2015/12/01/lichfield-village-celebrates-175th-anniversary/
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rossselwyn/district/village.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rossselwyn/district/village.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=5exCAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA1429&dq=Plaisance+Village+1892&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjt5NXa2bDRAhWENiYKHSnaA5EQ6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=Plaisance%20Village%201892&f=false
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Today, groups such as the Plaisance Sparendaam Goedverwagting Development Association work hard to 
keep the village’s history and culture alive with many community and cultural initiatives. 
How The African Village Movement Began 
The 1830s was perhaps one of Guyana’s most critical decades, colonial Guyana had undergone many 
drastic changes and it’s social and political climate was changing without a question. 
During this period, the governor of “British Guiana” (the country’s name at that time), Sir Benjamin 
D’Urban had given a group of enslaved people known as “Winkel People” in the country’s Berbice region 
their freedom as a retaliatory act against the Dutch, whom they had seized the region from following the 
Fourth Anglo-Dutch War. 
The freeing of these Winkel people along with Guyana’s official slave emancipation sparked a period of 
major change in the nation, including what is now known as the “African Village Movement” to Afro-
Guyanese historians. 
Following their emancipation, many of the Afro-Guyanese purchased land, sometimes even their former 
plantations and created villages in hopes of a more promising future for their descendants. There are now 
more than 40 Afro-Guyanese villages in Guyana. 
List of All Afro-Guyanese Villages In Guyana 
1. Victoria 
2. Buxton 
3. Golden Grove, East Coast Demerara 
4. Golden Grove, West Coast Berbice 
5. Plaisance 
6. Belladrum 
7. Lichfield 
8. Nabaclis 
9. Den Amstel 
10. Agricola 
11. Hopetown 
12. Friendship 
13. Sandvoort 
14. Gibraltar/Fryish Courtland 
15. Beterverwagting 
16. Baracara 
17. No. 53 Union 
18. Kildonan 
19. Liverpool 
20. Sisters 
21. Ithaca 
22. Prospect 
23. Dingwall (No.40 village) 
24. Joppa (No.43. village) 
25. Phillipi (Corentyne coast 37 Km from New Amsterdam ) 
26. Seafield (No.42 village) 
27. Kingelly (West Coast Berbice) 
28. Lovely Lass, West Coast Berbice 
29. No.41 village 
30. Bagotville 
31. Dartmouth Village 
32. Eversham Village 

https://www.facebook.com/PSGDEVA/
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33. Airy Hall Village 
34. Calcutta Village 
35. Recess Village 
36. Weldaad Village 
37. Anns Grove Village 
38. Bachelors Adventure 
39. Good Intent 
40. Perseverance 
41. Woodlands and Friends Retreat (No.10 village) 
Additional Sources: 

 Berbician Griot (List of Villages) 

 

Former GSA principal Winslow Davidson passes 

 
Former GSA principal Winslow Davidson 

FORMER Principal of the Guyana School of Agriculture (GSA), Mr Winslow Davidson has passed away. He 
died on December 3, 2019 at the age of 91. 
Mr. Davidson, who resided at Lamaha Gardens in the city, had spent 28 years as the full-time principal of 
the country’s lone and prestigious agriculture school at Mon Repos , from May 1965 right up to 1993 when 
he retired. 
During his tenure at the helm of the institution, he is credited with molding several of the country’s top 
agriculturalists, some of whom now hold top jobs overseas. 
Davidson, who hailed from Anna Regina, on the Essequibo Coast in Region Two (Pomeroon-Supenaam), 
had his first book published in 1998. 
Born August 25, 1928, he began a career in agriculture during his childhood on the Essequibo Coast where 
the main agricultural produce was and remains rice. 
A graduate of Cornell University, in the USA, Davidson held a Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture Economics 
and a Masters in Agriculture Extension Education. 
Upon graduating, he returned to Guyana to impart his knowledge of agriculture to other Guyanese. 
A funeral service for the father of five took place on Wednesday 19 December, at the St Phillip’s Anglican 
Parish, on D’Urban and Smyth Streets. 

 

http://abioye-berbiciangriot.blogspot.com/2012/01/african-village-movement-in-guyana.html
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Basil Butcher obituary 
Batsman whose determined character and solid 
defence held together many West Indies Test innings 
 
 Basil Butcher in May 1969 on the West Indies tour of 
England, after which he retired from Test cricket at 
the age of 37. Photograph: Evening Standard/Getty 
Images 
 
In the dashing era of 1960s Caribbean cricket, Basil 
Butcher was the sturdy backbone around which many 
a fine West Indies score or victory was built. Although 

a stellar batsman in his own right, the unassuming Butcher, who has died aged 86, was generally content 
to play second fiddle in the middle order to whoever was at the crease – confident in the expectation that 
when the big guns were gone he would still be there, pushing the total to respectability and beyond. 
In this vein he was at the very heart of the Frank Worrell-led West Indies team that established the 
Caribbean as a premier cricketing force and captivated the Commonwealth with the vibrancy of its play. 
While not technically as correct as some of his colleagues, he possessed a tremendously solid defence as 
well as a good eye and an ability to punish the bad ball – qualities that allowed him to build many 
substantial innings. In his 44 Test matches from 1958 to 1969 he scored 3,104 runs at an average of 43.11, 

including seven centuries. 
Usually appearing at No 4, Butcher’s 
most important asset was his ability to 
glue together an innings and to act as 
a calming buffer (at the behest of 
Worrell) between the belligerent 
figures of Rohan Kanhai at No 3 
and Garfield Sobers at No 5. A modest 
and intelligent man, he had no 
difficulty adapting to what some might 
have seen as this diminished role, 
which he rightly viewed both as a 
privilege and as of great value to the 
team. 
Along with Kanhai and Joe Solomon, 
Butcher was one of a triumvirate of 
outstanding batsmen to emerge in the 
late 50s from the remarkable, 
progressively run sugar plantation of 
Port Mourant, remotely situated in the 
low-lying, backwater fields of what 
was then British Guiana (now Guyana). 
Under the watchful eye of the great 
Barbadian batsman Clyde Walcott, 
who was employed by the local Sugar 

Producers’ Association as a cricket organiser at Port Mourant and other estates, he blossomed into a 
prodigious if slightly unorthodox talent. 

https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2001/nov/25/cricket.willbuckley
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2006/aug/28/guardianobituaries.obituaries
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The only son of seven children born to Matilda, a Guyanese of Amerindian descent, and Ethelbert, a 
Barbadian who had migrated to British Guiana, Butcher was born in Port Mourant and went to Corentyne 
high school, where he harboured ideas of attending university. But he came to the conclusion that he 
might gain a wider education, and perhaps a better living, through cricket. Biding his time variously as a 
schoolteacher, a public works clerk, an insurance salesman and a welfare officer, he honed his game at 
Port Mourant sports club and made his debut for British Guiana against Barbados in 1955. 
His first game for the West Indies came three years later at the age of 25 in late 1958, when he scored 64 
not out against India in Bombay (now Mumbai), despite sustaining a leg injury that prevented him from 
running properly. He finished the tour of India and Pakistan with two centuries and 619 runs at an average 
of 56.27. After three poor scores in two home Tests against England in 1960, he spent a difficult period in 
the wilderness until re-selected for the 1963 trip to England, where he picked up on his earlier form. 
In the second Test at Lord’s that year he made a memorably gritty 133 in his team’s second innings total 
of 229, securing an against-the-odds draw in the process and, arguably, laying the foundation for a West 
Indies series win. That towering display, which he rated as the best of his life, was all the more remarkable 
for the fact that a few minutes before walking out to bat he had received the distressing news that his 
wife, Pam, had suffered a miscarriage. 
Averaging 47.87 in the series, Butcher thereafter became a fixture in the side. Rated by the Australian 
captain Richie Benaud as the most difficult of all West Indians to dismiss, he was a sometimes grim 
counterpoint to the stereotype of carefree “calypso cricket”, and was a fiercely determined fighter for the 
team cause. Wisden noted wryly that “he has been known to smile during an innings, but rarely before 
the 400th run”. 
Highlights of Basil Butcher’s 133 against England at Lord’s in 1963 
His highest score, 209 not out against England at Trent Bridge in the third Test in 1966, typified Butcher’s 
obdurate, resilient approach; it was a seven-and-a-half-hour marathon that brought West Indies a surprise 
victory when defeat had seemed more likely. Even in his last Test match, against England at Headingley in 
1969, he had looked poised to engineer another remarkable turnaround, until he perished on 91. During 
that tour he had the misfortune to be acting captain in the absence of an injured Sobers when West Indies 
were bowled out by Ireland for 25 on a rain-sodden pitch in Sion Mills, County Tyrone. 
Aged 37, Butcher called a voluntary halt to his Test career at that stage, and as a valedictory gesture was 
chosen as a Wisden Cricketer of the Year in 1970. In his first-class career he had played 169 matches with 
a batting average of 49.90, and had taken 40 wickets with his occasional leg-spin, producing a best return 
of five for 34 against England in the fourth Test at Trinidad in 1968. Although he never played for an English 
county, he had appeared with distinction as a professional in Lancashire league cricket with Lowerhouse 
and Bacup during the 60s. 
Back in Guyana after his cricketing career, Butcher worked in public relations for a bauxite company in the 
town of Linden, where he also ran a sports goods shop. Although his children later set up home in the US 
and he died in Florida, for a number of years he remained committed to his homeland when others 
migrated during tough economic times. 
Always interested in politics, for a period he was part of a Guyanese civic movement that attempted to 
bridge the divide in the country between those of Indian and African descent, a schism he had experienced 
painfully in 1964 when a racially motivated arson attempt on the family home led him to leave Port 
Mourant. He also became involved in cricket administration as a West Indies selector, and personally 
funded a trust fund bearing his name that helped young players in the Berbice region, which contains Port 
Mourant. 
He is survived by Pam (nee Liverpool), whom he married in 1962, and by his children, Brian, Bruce, Basil 
Jnr and Blossom. 
• Basil Fitzherbert Butcher, cricketer, born 3 September 1933, died 16 December 2019 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPNVaA5r-Lk
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2015/apr/10/richie-benaud-obituary
https://www.theguardian.com/world/guyana
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Sincere condolences 
On behalf of GIHR News, we extend sincere condolences, to Dr. Thomas Singh, contributing GIHR News 
Editor and, Dr. David Singh, on the passing of their mother. 

 

Inspiration corner 
Run Your Race. Well, Our Race! 

Imagine you are running a 4x100m relay. The first leg darts out of the blocks, runs 
the best leg ever, and provides a smooth transition. The second leg takes the baton 
and breaks the record for the fastest second leg ever run. However, while coming 
around the bend the second leg got so caught up in his performance that he made 
a poor transition. This caused the third leg to stumble and made it difficult for him 
to maintain the pace. He could not keep up with the pack. This caused the final 

transition to be horrible. There was miscommunication, the baton was dropped and your team was 
disqualified. 
Imagine that while the 3rd and 4th leg are completely broken because of their failure and disqualification, 
they happen to look up and across the field the 1st and 2nd legs are hugging each other and giving high 
fives; because, they found out they ran the best 1st and 2nd legs ever at the Olympics. Imagine the 
confusion. Imagine the anger. Imagine the stupidity. 
I’m sure this may be difficult for us to imagine happening at the olympics, but it is the harsh reality of our 
region when it comes to succession and effectively passing the baton from one generation to the next in 
order to finish strong and win the race. 
Somewhere along the line, someone gave us the idea that we were running individual races, not realizing 
that we are running a relay. In this relay, like any other, your job isn’t only to run a good leg but to provide 
the smoothest transition. 
In other words, how you set up the next generation for success is even more important than the success 
you earned while on your leg. Because the fact is, nobody receives a medal for running the fastest leg in 
a losing team. 
This is not your race, this is our race! 
[Rev. Dario Richards] 

Shop in 2020 at the              

GIHR Online Bookstore. 
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Contact us on the History On Line face book page. 
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Dimple Willabus 

 
Photo by Tangerine Clarke 
Dimple Willabus, center, is pictured with her family, from left, daughter, Anaya, youngest known author 
in New York, husband, NYPD Lieutenant Winston Willabus, daughter, Chantelle, and son, Brandon. 
BY TANGERINE CLARKE 
In a passionate call to action, R. Dimple Willabus, Democratic candidate for the City New York Council 
District 46, called on women to step forward from the backseat, become leaders and join the movement 
to make the change that “our community really needs.” 
Willabus, a 30-year media professional and the C.E.O. of Rhythm Nation Entertainment, a business and 
entertainment consulting firm, made these powerful remarks during a campaign launch and fundraiser at 
Rishavena on Flatbush Avenue, on Thursday, Dec. 12, with her family beside her. 
“This is not only about a campaign, it’s a movement,” said the mother, wife, and third-generation business 
owner, who, 10 years ago opened a storefront in the same District 46, where the seat will be left vacant 
due to term limit. 
Willabus, a Caribbean Life 2019 Impact Awardee, said she is paving the way for her children, the next 
generation. “I have to pave the way and create a path for my daughters, Chantelle and Anaya, and the 
young girls who look like me.” 
This is also about educating our young girls and young women, and empowering them for the next level, 
said the candidate, who has listened to the problems of the community. 
“I am about making changes, sometimes you have to be on the other side you have to make that decision 
to make that changes our community needs, sometimes people don’t know where to start, so they need 
that voice strong enough to stand up say I am going to be the leader, lets get it done. 
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She said many times residents are not civically engaged in their community, to come out and be activated, 
that is why we are being robbed with it comes to education to some degree. Our youth needs to be taught 
at an early age, and to get involved in every step of the way in the community. 
She noted that only 13000 individuals of District 46, voted in the last City Council election, where there is 
a population of 170,000 eligible voters but only eight percent go to the polls — a staggering statistic — 
and more shocking is 53 percent are African Americans, who comprise most of the votership but do not 
come out to vote. 
Disengaged members in their communities or their lack of knowledge about the voting process are to 
blame, said Dimple, who was born in a small village in Georgetown, Guyana. 
And in many cases youth are being disenfranchised on the issue of housing. One out of every 10 children 
are in temporary housing or shelters, said Willabus, who is running on the platform of ‘Integrity, 
Leadership and Commitment.’ 
According to her campaign website, she wants to reclaim the community by putting people first, 
increasing educational funding, creating better youth and senior services, improving social programs and 
creating economic growth through small business development. 
Like so many other New Yorkers who have migrated to the United States, she has lived the struggle, stayed 
true to her faith and morals and has found success through a commitment to public service and advocating 
for her community. 
This fervent young woman is sure to make history, when she takes to the campaign with the full support 
from her community, including her daughter, Anaya Anaya, the youngest known author in New York, 
eight-year-old son, Brandon, her multi-media professional daughter, Chantelle, and husband NYPD 
Lieutenant, Winston Willabus behind her. 
Willabus, would like to thank attorney Nigel Blackman, volunteers and many others who are supporting 
her. 
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Call for Papers and Abstracts for 
Guyana Institute of Historical Research 2020 Conference 

Theme: Decolonization: Fully Independent 
Date:      25-27 June 2020 
Fee:       USD$25.00/GYD$6,000.00  
Venues: National Cultural Centre/ Walter Rodney Archives. 
Abstracts and proposals will be accepted by 15 June 2020. 
13th Research Conference 
Hosted by the Guyana Institute of Historical Research 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research is pleased to call for papers and 
abstracts for its 13th Annual Conference. 
For the 2020 conference, the committee will consider proposals on all aspects of the history of 
decolonization, especially encouraging submissions that reflect on this year’s theme; submissions that 
focus on other topics will also be entertained by the Committee. Submissions of pre-organized panels and 
roundtables are strongly encouraged. 
During the ONE day Conference, each panel will have 3-4 presenters (each 20-15 min., respectively), 
possibility of submission of a partial session with at least 2 presenters. 
Panel, roundtable, and poster proposals will include the following information:  
Panel proposals must include a panel title and 300-word abstract summarizing the theme of the panel; 
paper title and a 300-word abstract for each paper proposed; and a one-page professional curriculum 
vitae for each panelist (including the chair and commentator). 
Roundtable proposals must include a roundtable title, a 300-word abstract summarizing the roundtable’s 
themes and points of discussion, and a one-page curriculum vitae for each participant (including the 
moderator, if any). 
Individual paper proposals are also welcome and must include a paper title, 300-word abstract of the 
paper, and one-page vita with contact information and email address. If accepted, individual papers will 
be assigned by the program committee to an appropriate panel with a chair and commentator.  
Volunteers, who wish to serve as chairs and commentators should send a one-page curriculum vitae to 
one of the following persons: 
GIHR Conference specialist  Syndrene Harris -syndrene@yahoo.com 
Conference committee chair  Tota Mangar -totamangar@gmail.com 
Registrar Hazel Woolford –gihrinstitut@gmail.com 
 
Proposals will be judged according to the following criteria: 
Proposal explains the topic, research questions, methodologies, and historiographic significance in ways 
that specialists and non-specialists alike can understand. (10 points) 
Proposal presents new findings or revisions of long-held interpretations. (10 points) 
Proposal addresses the conference theme. (5 points) 
Participants may present one paper, serve on a roundtable, or provide panel comments. They may not fill 
more than one of these roles during the conference, with the following exception: Members who act as 
panel chairs may deliver a paper, serve on a roundtable, or offer comments in another session. Members 
who serve as both the chair and commentator of a single session may not present in another session. If 
members attach themselves to more than one proposal in violation of the above rules, then the first 
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proposal that arrives will be considered by the program committee and any subsequent proposals that 
include that member will be rejected. 
The conference registration fee, is to be paid in cash to the Head of the Conference Secretariat .  
The Organizing Committee can assist in booking accommodation, but independent reservation is 
encouraged. Please note that early hotel reservation in strongly recommended. 
Unfortunately, the Conference Organizing Committee has no means to support financially any Conference 
participant. 
All the correspondence, other than that related to paper abstracts submission and acceptance, should be 
sent by e-mail for the Conference Organizing Committee, to the attention of the Head of Conferences, 
Mr. Tota Mangar- totamangar@gmail.com or GIHR Conference specialist  Syndrene Harris -
syndrene@yahoo.com 
The Organizing Committee would appreciate your familiarizing the members of your research/teaching 
unit, as well as all interested colleagues, with the present announcement. 

Panels 
1. The movement towards Decolonization. 
a. Nationalist governments. 
b. Subsidization. 
c. Nationalism. 
d. Guianization. 
e. Political unification of the English Caribbean. 
f. 1969. 
2. Birth of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana. 
a. Presidential administrations. 
b. A national identity. 
c. Regionalism. 
d. The Non-Aligned Movement. 
e. WTO. 
f. UNASUR. 
3. Gender equity. 
a. Law and policies. 
b. Gender based violence. 
c. People trafficking. 
d. Women and the camera. 
4. Main trends in education development. 
a. Education Policy. 
b. Church and state. 
c. Politics and education. 
d. Adult education and learning. 
e. Ethnic studies. 
f. Caribbean studies 
g. Amerindian studies 
5. Militarism. 
a. Guyana Defence Force. 
b. Guyana National Service. 
c. People’s Militia. 
6. Economic development. 
a. Industrialization. 

mailto:totamangar@gmail.com
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b. Economic development. 
c. Food and nutrition security. 
d. Parallel economy. 
e. Barrel economy . 
f. Socio economic transformation in Guyana and the Caribbean. 
g. Trade union movement. 
h.  Central bank. 
I Guyana National Cooperative Bank. 
7. Culture and the Arts. 
a. CARIFESTA. 
b. GUYFESTA. 
c. FESTAC. 
d. Spirituality. 
e. Folklore. 
f. The writings of Walter Rodney. 
g. The creole world of Guyana and the Caribbean. 
h. The Guyana prize. 
8. Migration. 
a. Indentured servants. 
b. The Wind rush generation. 
c. Illegal migration. 
9. Slavery, Abolition and, Reparations. 
a. Coping with the Difficult Past: Remembering and Forgetting the Slave Trade and Slavery in Africa, 

Europe, and the Americas. 
10. International Relations. 
a. The world economic order. 
b. Globalization. 
c. Non Aligned Movement. 
d. The Problem of Territorial Settlement in Contemporary Guyana. 
e. The Diasporas: Historical and Contemporary. 
 

Exhibitions 
Be an Exhibitor 
Play an active role in developing the conference and discover our wide range of exhibition opportunities. 
Heritage Tour 
Date: 25 June 
Fee: GYD$500.00 
Welcome reception 
Date: 26 June 
Plenary sessions 
Date: 27 June. 
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REGISTRATION FORM. 

Thirteenth Conference of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research, at the 

National Cultural Center on Saturday, 27 June 2020   
Theme: Decolonization: Fully independent     

Dr. []   Mr. [ ] Mrs. [ ]   Ms. [ ] Prof. [ ] 

Name:             

Address  __________________________________________________________   

                __________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: __________   (Home )  

                                      ____________________________(Office)  

                                      ____________________________(Cell)   

E-mail:  ____________________________________ 

Organisation:___________   ____________________  

Educator [ ] Post graduate student [ ] Researcher [x]   Administrator [x]  

Please submit a hard copy of your conference paper in the week of the conference for the conference 
secretariat to make multiple copies for distribution to registered participants.  If unable to do so, please 
bring additional copies and, the Conference secretariat will print the extra copies for distribution. 
Will you need a DVD / Video?  Yes [ ] No [ ]   
Early Registration fee:  USD 25.00/GYD6,000  
Late Registration fee:   USD40.00/GYD 10,000    
Cost of DVD:  $5,000.  
Please fill out this form or a photocopy completely and send it with your registration fee to: Guyana 

Institute of Historical Research, 106 Atlantic Gardens, Montrose, East Coast Demerara, Guyana/pay on 

the day of conference . 

Contact person: Ms. Syndrene Harris    

 
Please download, scan and print 
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Registration form for exhibitors. 
Thirteenth  Annual  Conference of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research at the National Cultural 

Centre,  Saturday 27 June 2019  

Dr. [  ]   Mr. [ ] Mrs. [ ] Ms. [ ]. 

2. Publishing House.  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Organization. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

6. E-mail address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. Telephone numbers: ………………………………………………………………. (Home) 

                                      ………………………………………………………………. (Office) 

                                     ……………………………………………………………….. ( Cell ) 

8. Requirements. 

 Please bring your tablecloth. 

 Please bring your banner. 

 Please have someone sit alongside your table. 

 Please report to the Exhibition coordinator.  

9. Will you need a DVD / Video of the conference proceedings?  Yes [  ]    No [  ].  

10. Registration fee: $5,000.00 
      Cost of the DVD:  $5,000.00 
Please fill out this form or a photocopy completely and, deliver in person with your registration fee to 
the Guyana Institute of Historical Research at 106, Atlantic Gardens, Montrose, East Coast Demerara, 
Guyana, or on the day of the conference to the Head of the Conference Secretariat. 

 Registration fee entitles participants to tea, lunch and afternoon snacks. 

 DVD provides complete recording of the conference.    

Participants are asked to leave the environment in the same way in which you found it.  

 

 

Please download, scan and print 
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Four to be conferred with ‘silk’ 
 

From left: Attorneys Jamela Ayesha Ali, Roysdale Forde, Stanley Moore and Murseline Bacchus. 
(Prime News photos) 
Having considered their high quality of service in the legal profession, and with confidence in their 
knowledge of the law, President David Granger has announced the appointment of four long-serving legal 
practitioners as Senior Counsel. 
According to the Ministry of the Presidency, the four attorneys are: Ms. Jamela Ayesha Ali, Mr. Murseline 
Bacchus, Mr. Roysdale Alton Forde and Mr. Stanley Moore. 
Their appointment will take effect from January 1, 2020. 

 

https://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/lawyers.jpg
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 
1. - Community and Economic Project: Empowering Indigenous Communities for Sustainable 

Development in Guyana; and - The Direct Aid Program of Australia which provided critical 
assistance in improving water, sanitation and health in indigenous communities. This assistance 
continues to provide food security to over 36,000 Venezuelan migrants who have entered 
Guyana. 

2. “The Government of Guyana functions at three levels: national, regional and local. All three 
levels must collaborate to ensure the efficient delivery of public services to every citizen, 
everywhere in the country. All three levels must be competent in order to ensure good 
governance. 

3. Towns are the main centres of commerce and industry. They are the principal terminals of 
trade. They are the seats of public administration and they are the main settlements of the 
regional populations. They are intended to provide leadership for the progress of the outlying 
areas of the large regions. Government’s policy of regionalisation over the last four and half 
years has been aimed at ensuring a nation of strong regions. This policy strengthens the role of 
capital towns in regional development. 

4. Energy security for all is the ultimate objective of your Government’s energy policy. Energy 
security is vital to ensuring the good life for all. It is essential for human progress and well-being. 
The country is progressing towards the goal of energy security, even as its moves closer to 
greater renewable energy generation and use. Energy security is critical to Bartica’s role as the 
ignition of regional development. Bartica can fulfil these ambitions only if it is assured of 
adequate, reliable and stable energy to satisfy its present and future demands. 

5. The Plant, at the national level, is part of Government’s efforts to ensure energy security during 
the critical transition phase to full renewable energy use. The Plant will strengthen Bartica’s role 
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as the ignition of development in the Cuyuni-Mazaruni Region. The entire Region will benefit, 
indirectly, from your Government’s investment. The Plant demonstrates your Government’s 
commitment to Bartica and to the Cuyuni-Mazaruni Region. It signals the continued success of 
your Government’s efforts to improve the quality of life of citizens and to create an enabling 
environment for business development. Bartica is being strengthened to lead. 

6. The Commissioners spoke and I got the clear impression from the Chairman and all the 
Commissioners that they were quite satisfied that all the preparations for elections were on 
stream and that we can all look forward to having a credible and efficient elections by March 2. 
There were some minor issues, which had already been dealt with to the satisfaction of the 
Commission. So, the Government side is satisfied that Guyana is on stream to have efficient and 
credible elections on March 2, 2020. 

7. In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by the aforesaid articles, I do hereby dissolve the 
Eleventh Parliament of Guyana on the Thirtieth day of December, Two Thousand and Nineteen 
and appoint the Second day of March, Two Thousand and Twenty, as the day on which the 
election of members of the National Assembly shall be held, the issue and publication of any 
other Proclamation pursuant to the Constitution in this regard notwithstanding. 

8. The year 2020 is an exciting time to be alive and to be Guyanese. Today – 1st January, a 
memorable and momentous date – marks the dawn of the ‘Decade of Development: 2020-
2029’; the start of the national observance of the 50th anniversary year of the Republic and the 
launch of campaigns for General and Regional Elections. An eventful year lies ahead. 

9. The ‘good life’ involves eradicating extreme poverty and reducing class, racial and geographic 
inequalities. The ultimate measure of the good life is happy communities, happy households and 
happy people. 

10. Every person of the SPS should be honest in the conduct of their day-to-day duties. You must 
have a sense of loyalty to the country and you must be efficient. You must be continuously 
educated to learn new things. You must have a sense of responsibility. 
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2 March 2020 Election Update 
Nominations day: 10 January 10, 2020 

The Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) received a total of 19 symbols from parties wishing to contest 
the elections almost a month ago. However, only 13 of those parties were able to submit lists of 
candidates to contest the elections on Nominations Day. 
GECOM Public Relations Officer, Yolanda Ward on Friday evening confirmed that the parties which have 
submitted lists are: A Partnership for National Unity+Alliance for Change (APNU+AFC), People’s 
Progressive Party (PPP), The Citizenship Initiative (TCI), The New Movement (TNM), A New and United 
Guyana (ANUG), the United Republican Party (URP), Change Guyana, the Liberty and Justice Party (LJP), 
the Federal United Party (FedUP), the People’s Republic Party (PRP), Organisation for the Victory of the 
People (OVP), National Independent Party (NIP) and the  Guyana National Service Party (GNSP). 
Any party which may have an issue with their list is given until January 13 to make corrections. These 
issues could include duplicate names on the list and missing information, among others. Each party has 
provided representatives for their lists who will be contacted to make the changes. 
While the APNU+AFC, PPP and the URP will be contesting both the General and Regional elections, the 
other parties are contesting at the regional level. 
Speaking with the media on Friday afternoon, Chief Elections Officer (CEO), Keith Lowenfield said the 
process was smooth. 
“It’s been a fair day so far,” he noted. 
There were some issues earlier in the day where some smaller parties argued that they would have been 
at the location since Thursday but did not get to make their submissions first. In fact, the APNU+AFC was 
first on the list to make submissions. 
Asked about this, Lowenfield said “I did inform all those who were behind the barrier that I will be having 
a system that says number 1,2,3 and so and that was done.” 
Chair of the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) Justice ret’d Claudette Singh again assured that there 
will be credible elections. 
“I will not sell my integrity for all the oil in Guyana,” she stated. 

                              
New release 
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Pictures of Nomination day 

The PRP submitting its lists of Candidates 

The OVP submitting its lists of  
Candidates 
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GNS leader heading to submit his lists of 
Candidates NIP submitting its lists of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candidates APNU+AFC submitting its lists     of Candidates

URP submitting its lists of Candidates
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ANUG submitting its lists of Candidates.

The PPP/C submitting its lists of 
Candidates 
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Do we have enough stuff? 
 

By 
Dhanpaul Narine 

 
   We live in a ‘disposable’ age. We have more than we need but few items are made to last because the 
world has been designed to encourage ‘throw-aways.’  Would you be happier if you have fewer things 
than you have now? Would you be happy to give up the BMW’s, Pradas, Guccis, the latest gadgets and 
that big house for the simple life? Must we go out of our way to get the new glossy toys to impress the 
neighbors?  The reality is that we live in a world of stuffocation.  It’s a new word and it’s easy to define. 
You look in your wardrobe and it is packed with clothes but you can’t find anything to wear!  
    You decide to buy something new and while you are it you buy some other stuff that you don’t really 
need but you tell yourself you must have them. You return home with bags of stuff and throw them in a 
corner. The simple fact is that we have more stuff than we need and what is alarming is that we want to 
acquire more. The pursuit of happiness for many is really the accumulation of more stuff. 
   The comedian George Carlin was on point. He said, ‘the whole meaning of life is trying to find a place to 
put your stuff!’ Materialism has created so much stuff that an entire storage industry has been set up to 
look after it. The outlook is not promising. Given the current state of consumerism, the tendency will be 
for us to continue to accumulate stuff, to buy things that we don’t need, and to put them away with 
negative emotions. The problem is that when you think you have gotten rid of stuff you find that it has 
returned, sometimes looking different.  
     The Center on Everyday Lives states that, ‘we are living in the most materially rich society in global 
history with light years more possessions per average family than any preceding society.’ The Center also 
points out that we are at a point of material saturation and that we are suffering from a clutter crisis.  
   We are constantly bombarded with powerful images. For example, we see people with expensive gold 
watches, drowned in shopping bags and with the latest designer outfits. They jet to different resorts and 
spend as if money is falling from the trees and some even burn dollar bills to give the impression of 
happiness. But behind these manifestations of crass opulence lie depression, loneliness, and unhappiness.     
   As we look to find some balance in our lives, we can’t help confronting the million-dollar question: why 
do we have this obsession with stuff and do we have enough of it? Will there come a point in our lives 
when we will be content with what we have? The answers to these questions are complex as they relate 
to both psychological and social impulses. 
    Psychologists argue that people buy things with positive emotions. There is the belief that the purchase 
of new stuff will lead to happiness. There are those that think a new car, a house, or appliances will make 
life comfortable, and bring a feeling of security and these in turn will cause one to be happy. When we 
really want an object a message is sent to the pleasure center of the brain and creates the feeling that we 
must have it and that the acquisition will help solve our problems. 
      There is the view that acquisition gives a short boost to ‘materialistic people’ and that positive 
emotions are temporary. The argument here is that the tendency to want is natural since resources are 
limited and there is competition in scarce environments. In addition, constant want keeps us in a state of 
alertness and readiness that is connected to our evolutionary make-up. 
     A number of studies has shown that the materialist craze or buying stuff does not lead to happiness. 
Indeed we tend to become unhappy when we place the emphasis on material things. A study from Tufts 
University concludes, ‘ people who are highly focused on materialistic values have lower personal well-
being and psychological health than those who believe that materialistic pursuits are relatively 
unimportant.’ In another study published in the Journal ‘Motivation and Emotion’ it is shown that when 
people become more materialistic their sense of purpose decreases. 
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    As with most subjects there are differing opinions. One view says that we should not be too concerned 
about material acquisition since its all part of the hierarchy of needs and that there will come a time when 
we will achieve a natural balance. But this does not sit well with environmentalists and philosophers who 
argue that clutter will lead to affluenza. In other words mass consumption leads to mass depression. 
   How then can we put all that stuff in a special place and live a clutter-free life? The first and perhaps the 
most important way is to value experience above objects.   When a child performs at a school recital the 
experience is unforgettable and priceless. It is talked about for a long time and that performance can 
influence others to do better as well. 
   If you buy stuff just for the sake of doing so and you throw them out in a few months it can have a 
tremendous impact on our limited resources. Many people believe that materialism creates unhappiness. 
If we accept the premise that a mind that wanders is unhappy then around half of humanity is in a state 
of unhappiness. 
    It is in this context then that ‘experiences’ make sense over ‘material objects.’ For instance, it is 
suggested by one writer that, ‘ you can wait for a delicious meal at a nice restaurant or look forward to a 
nice vacation and this feels more satisfying than waiting for your pre-ordered iPhone to arrive. Or when 
the two-day shipping on Amazon Prime doesn’t arrive.’ The conclusion here is that positive experiences 
are uplifting and they make people happier while material possession will either become obsolete or wilt. 
       A bad experience can become a good story but an experiential purchase is fleeting. People tend to 
become more generous when they think of good experiences as opposed to when they make purchases 
for stuff. The economy is planned to encourage aggressive consumption as this is fed by easy access to 
credit. The banks are known to send credit cards in the mail and offer different incentives to increase 
spending. 
   Is it too late to slow consumerism? This is a difficult question for a number of reasons. There is aggressive 
marketing in the media that makes consumption all too easy. There is a report that in 2020, eighty percent 
of adults will be carrying a smart phone in their pockets. This may be great news to the manufacturers but 
the impact of this technology on society is worrying. 
     If the majority of the world’s population is connected what time would be left for the simple pleasures 
of life? The argument in many boardrooms is that businesses are driven by profits and quality time is 
secondary. One should not expect much help from the political establishment either. Politicians are more 
concerned with fundraising and campaigning than with implementing workable social and economic 
policies that are aimed at reducing clutter. 
      There has to be a balance between consumerism, all that stuff in our lives, and a return to old-
fashioned values. The idea is to live simple by using less. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Register today, for the 16 weeks course in 

African studies. 

Email gihrinstitut@gmail.com, for a copy of 

the course outline. 

 

mailto:gihrinstitut@gmail.com
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Dear Business Professionals, 

Clarke’s Productions (CP), is a training and consultancy organization and has been established now for 
well 
over ten (10) years. 
For the past ten (10) years CP would have built a solid networking base, so this has made us more viable 
as 
a company. With our Consulting and Marketing abilities we have strategically placed ourselves in a very 
positive position to assist you and your organization in your growth process. 
Clarke’s Productions can aid your organization in the following Areas: 
• Marketing 
• Public Relations 
• Consultation 
• Training & Development 
• Networking with other Companies 
Below is a list of some of the organizations that (CP) has conducted training and training related activities 
for: 
• Edward B. Be Harry group of Companies 
• Guyana Water Inc. 
• Georgetown School of Nursing 
• The Consultative Association of Guyanese Industry Ltd (CAGI) 
• Jocelyn Williams (JTW) 
• Regency Hotel 
• Guysuco 
• Sleep Inn Hotel 
• Suriname Airways 

 
• Critchlow Labour College 
• Professional Training, Employment and Consultancy Services(PTEC) 
 
• Caribbean Heavy Equipment Educational Center (CHEEC) 
• Several Churches and other individuals 
• Little Rock Suits 
• Gift Land Mall 
• MACORP 
• Guyana Defense Force 
If this is the first experience reading our correspondence, we have placed below a few areas that 
we offer - Training and Development. Some of our areas of trainings are certified, while others 
will be the workshop achievement certificates. 
Training Areas: 
• Customer Care 
• Telephone Etiquette 
• Team Building 
• Leadership Development 
• Time Management 
• Goal Setting 
• Heavy Duty Equipment- (ISO certification) 
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• Defensive Driving Course – (National Safety Council) 
• Human Resources Development 
• Motivational Talks 
• Protocol Training 
• Performance Management 
• Performance Appraisal 
• Television & Video Production 
• Project Management Professional (PMP) 
• Certified Associate in Project Management (CAPM) 
• Conflict Resolution 
• Vision 
As a leader of your company one of your main roles should be to develop yourself and staff. 
Note: 
Clarke’s Productions has also partnered with companies that also issue ISO Certification. One of 
those companies is the Caribbean Heavy Equipment Educational Center, and they offer courses in 
all types of heavy duty equipment. The Caribbean Heavy Equipment Educational Center (CHEEC) 
has been established now for fifteen (15) years. 
At present persons have been trained on the Hydraulic Excavator – this course has three (3) 
levels and they follow this brief outline 
1. Level 1- 100 % of this level will be class room orientated and this will allow the 
trainees to fully understand all Occupational Health and Safety standards and 
much more. 
2. Level 2 – will follow 75% classroom and 25% field 
3. Level 3- is 100% field work. 
This will give the trainees forty (40) hours of practical training on this machine. The 
trainees will also be assessed every step of the way by international and external verifiers, 
which is also a part of the ISO Certification process. 
Should you need further information or have any queries please feel free to contact us on office 
number (592)-502-4680/ Cell (592) - 659-9596/ (592) 663-0324 or visit our website 
www.clarkespro.org. 
Yours Sincerely, 
Adrian Clarke 
Chief Executive Officer 
Yahweh services 

 
 
1. Cleaning. 
2. Employment 
3. Event planning 
Like and share Yahweh services Guyana on face book 
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The following GIHR courses run from September to July.   They are available online, as well as in 
packages, for home study: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma in Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year                                       
Click, like and, share GIHR Face book, Guyana Institute of Historical Research Diploma in historical 
studies, History Online, and GIHR Montrose Academy pages.  

 
 


