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By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE
Pandit Ubraj Narine

He is a Hindu priest, twen-
ty-seven years old, and is the May-
or of Georgetown in Guyana. Pan-
dit Ubraj Narine was recently in 
New York where he met with Guy-
anese in the diaspora and brought 
them up to date with his plans for 
Georgetown. 

Mayor, City of Georgetown, Guyana

In another twenty 
years, Georgetown 
will become un-
recognizable as oil 
and gas will trans-
form the city into a 
bustling international 
center.  One of the 
highlights of Pandit 
Narine’s visit was 
his meeting with the 
Mayor of New York 
City, Mr. Bill de Bla-
sio. The meeting was 
to explore ways and 
means in which the 
two cities can benefi t 
from each other’s 
resources. Pastor 
James Richmond, a 
member of Mr. de 
Blasio’s clergy, was 
instrumental in ar-
ranging the meeting. 
Dr. Carl Naimatalli, 
prominent Guyanese 
physician, accompa-
nied Mayor Narine 
on his visit to New 
York.

In this exclusive 
interview with ‘The 
West Indian’ Mayor 
Narine speaks of his 
background, his rise 
to the offi  ce of May-
or, and his vision for 
Georgetown. Mayor 
Narine was speak-
ing to Dr. Dhanpaul 
Narine of ‘The West 
Indian.’

Q: Welcome. 
How would you 
describe your 
tenure as Mayor of 
Georgetown?

A: Thank you. As 
Mayor, I experience 
many challenges but 
I believe that with 
the support of the 
people of George-
town and fellow 
councilors things can 
get better.

Q: How many 
councilors make up 
the Mayoralty?

Victorian architecture 
is falling apart. What 
are your plans for its 
restoration?

A:  We need 
funds. When I took 
offi  ce I established 
a sub-committee 
to have accounts 
in various banks. I 
am working with 
the private sector, 
the National Trust, 
civil society, the 
Chamber of Com-
merce, and others, 
to raise funds. We 
are all involved. 
We want transpar-
ency and we will 
have an auditor 
also to look at the 
balance sheets. 
The fi gure is close 
to US $5 million 

to fully restore it. The 
diaspora too can get in-
volved and help. I might 
visit New York again 
and set up the mecha-
nisms abroad to help 
with the restoration.

Q: We all want to 
see the Big Market 
Clock work again. 
What are your plans to 
make this happen?

A: We are working 
on this too. The idea 
is to have the clock go 
digital. The clock is part 
of the history of the city 
and we should restore it.

Q: Let us talk about 
sanitation. What are 
you doing to clean the 

garbage and beautify 
the City?

A: We are doing 
several things. We are 

asking people 
to be more 
responsible. 
They should 
not dump 
their garbage. 
We have 
employed 
private 
contractors 
to remove 
the garbage 
and we are in 
the process 
of installing 
incinerators.

Q: You 
met with the 
Mayor of 
New York 
City, Mr. Bill 
de Blasio. 
What was 

discussed at the meet-
ing? 

A: First, please 
permit me to thank 
the Honorable Mayor 
for seeing me at short 
notice. We had a great 
meeting. Mr. de Blasio 
was very friendly and 
accommodating. We 
spoke about protecting 
the environment and a 
joint statement is in the 
works. We also spoke 
about the help New York 
could give to George-
town. Mayor de Blasio 
promised our Constabu-
lary with training and he 
has off ered assistance to 
dispose of solid waste. 

We also spoke about 
how we could work 
to off set climate 
change and protect 

the environ-
ment. This is 
the fi rst time 
that a Mayor 
from the Carib-
bean has met 
the Mayor of 
New York City 
at such a high 
level and I am 
grateful.

Q: The 
elections in 
Guyana will 
be held on 
March 2, 
2020. George-
town will 
become a 
focal point. 
What steps 
will you take 
to ensure that 

the city will be safe 
before and after the 
elections?

A: I wish to 
assure all that my 
administration will 
work with the local 
Constabulary and 
Central Government 
to have a peaceful 
Georgetown, not only 
at election time, but 
at all times. 

Q: You have met 
many persons in 
the diaspora, what 
is your message to 
them?

A: I would like to 
thank them for the fa-
mous Guyanese hos-
pitality. I was wel-
comed everywhere I 
went. The diaspora is 
hard working and it 
cares about Guyana. 
My visit has made it 
clear that we all need 
to work together, in 
the diaspora, and in 
Guyana. We need to 
put aside our diff er-
ences for the good of 
Guyana. We need to 
let our children know 
that we come from 
a great country with 
tremendous resourc-
es. Guyana is beauti-
ful. It is home. Let us 
be kind to each other 
and put aside racism 
so that our country 
can be proud of us.    

A: There are 30 
Councilors drawn from 
the three major parties. 
I represent the APNU 
Party.

Q: How did you get 
involved in politics?

A: My grandfather 
Peetam Singh was 
with the PNC for many 
years. He was a former 
Member of Parliament. I 
decided to follow him in 
politics. I was born into 
politics. I never 
dreamed to 
be the Mayor. 
When the local 
government 
elections were 
held, I won the 
Kingston seat 
as a Coun-
cilor. I was 
elected Mayor 
of George-
town. The city 
incidentally, 
has 15 constit-
uencies with 
over 100,000 
residents.    

Q: Where 
were born? 
Tell us a little 
about yourself.

A: I was 
born in Suddie 
and we moved 
to Wakenaam then to 
Uitvlugt and Crane, and 
later Georgetown.

Q: As the Mayor 
of Georgetown, what 
are your goals for the 
City?

A: I have many goals 
for the City. I would like 
to have more parking 
lots, to restore City Hall 
to its former glory, and 
to have a computerized 
system in the various 
departments.

Q: What about tak-
ing care of the streets?

A: I would like to see 
Main Street, Carmichael 
and Quamina Streets 
improved as part of a re-

branding pilot program 
and then we can move 
on to other streets.

Q: How much mon-
ey is outstanding as 
rates and taxes?

A: There are over $ 
8.4 billion dollars that 
are outstanding, mainly 
from the business sector 
and four years will not 
be enough to fi x the 
problem.

Q: What have you 
done to recoup some of 
this amount?

A: I have signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with 
the Guyana Chamber 
of Commerce. There 
was an Interim Man-
agement Committee 
previously but little 
was done to collect the 

monies. I have spoken 
to the private sector 
and we are working to 
have restitution. One of 
the problems is to have 
proper records and we 
are looking into it.  

Q: If Guyanese 
abroad would like 
to return and live in 
Georgetown what con-
cessions can they get?

A: I am aware that 
the Government has 
allocated a plot of land 
for people to relocate 
but people should check 
with the local consulate 
for more details.

Q: The City Hall 
building, a work of 
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A meeting of the Mayors: New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio meet with the 
Mayor of Georgetown, Pandit Ubraj Narine.  


