
         Linden Fund USA’s 2019 – 2021 Executive Board  

 

 
           Chair 

 
Paula Walcott-Quintin is currently an Executive Communications 
Specialist, with over 25years in higher education and state government 
arenas. She is a charter member of the LFU, first serving as Secretary of 
the Board for the first seven years and as Chair since 2015. Adept at 
fostering collaborative and strategic partnerships, her priorities include 
instituting transformative programs for residents in the local 
communities served by the LFU. Paula holds a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism and mass communication. 
 

 

 
      Vice Chair 

 

Keith Semple is the Vice Chair and, because of his frequent trips to 
Guyana, has been the liaison between the LFU Board in New York and 
the community of Linden. His contacts and connects in the community 
have facilitated numerous opportunities for the LFU to execute their 
programs and projects. He was the New Jersey Chapter Chair for many 
years, organizing the annual Family Fun Day. Keith is a retired analyst 
with the New York Metropolitan Transit Authority. 
 

 

 
       Treasurer 

 
Cyrilene Wright is serving her second nonsequential term as the LFU 
Treasurer and is one of the founding members of the organization. A 
former Accounting Manager for a mid-sized Manhattan firm, she has 
deep knowledge of non-profit sector accounting. For a decade, she 
served as the Finance/Human Resources Manager with Habitat for 
Humanity, Broward County. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
accounting from Strayer University and is currently engage as a Freelance 
Accountant servicing Small Business entity. 
 

 

 
       Secretary 

 

Shona Wright is the Secretary of the board maintaining organizational 
records and facilitating communication with LFU membership. With a 
master’s degree in Literacy Education, she has over twenty years of 
classroom experience, winning the 2014 Teacher of the Year 
Award.  Shona served in the United States Army Reserves as a Military 
Police Sergeant and JAG law clerk.   She has also served on the executive 
boards of several parent teacher organizations.   
 

 

 



 

 
     
 Board Director 
 
 

 

Dr. Francine Brotherson uses her professional knowledge as a facilitator 
at the LFU's annual Teachers' Workshop. Her expertise is in early 
childhood development and she shares this information with teachers 
attending LFU's annual three-day workshop. She has been training New 
York City teachers for over ten years. Francine has retired to Guyana but 
remains very committed to the vision and mission of the Linden Fund 
USA. 
 

 

 
 
Board Director / NJ Chair 
 
 

 

Michael Campbell is the chair of the New Jersey Chapter and the 
committee chair for the LFU Family Fun Day event.  Michael is a New 
Jersey residential appraiser, former millwright mechanic, shop steward 
and trustee of the Guyana Mine Workers' Union. He attended Guyana 
Oriental College. He is extremely committed to the development of 
Guyana. 
 

 
 

 
 
Board Director / NY Chair 

 

A lifelong educator and one who supports actions for social change.  

Joan Casey is currently the Chair of the NY Chapter of the LFU.  Joan 

has been an educator for close to five decades where her sojourn took her 

in various parts of the Americas. She is the recipient of several college 

degrees mainly in education and political science.  Throughout her 

teaching career, Joan has received several accolades, some of which 

included “Best Role Model” and “the Teacher of the Year.”  She was 

also recognized nationally in the Who’s Who of Teachers.  Currently a 

retiree of the NYC Department of Education, Joan continues to work 

with students preparing for standardized exams.  As a new member of 

the executive body of the LFU, Joan hopes to leave her footprint as she 

strives to work with all to uphold the mission and vision of the 

organization.  

 
 
 



 

 
      Board Director 

 

Gail Christopher-Henry is an alumnus of Hofstra University Graduate 
School with 20 years in Pharmaceutical Sales and currently works as a 
Senior Sales Associate with Novartis Pharmaceuticals.  As a core 
member of the Linden Fund, USA for 20 years, Gail has served for over 
15 years as the Secretary of the NY Chapter.  She is committed to 
making the Linden Fund the premier organization rebuilding Linden and 
the Region 10 community. 
 
 
 

 

 
    Board Director 

 

Eustace "Sammy' David is the committee chair for the LFU's Spring 
Dance, an annual fundraising event. He has been planning and 
promoting this event for over fifteen years. He is one of the founding 
members of the organization and the former chairperson of the New 
York Chapter. Eustace is an avid ballroom dancer and often includes his 
dance group in Linden Fund Events. He was the leader and keyboard 
player of the internationally known Cannonball Band based in Guyana. 
He is a graduate of the Guymine Trading School in Linden, Guyana. 
 

 

 
     Board Director 

 

Ernest Joseph is one of the founding members of the LFU organization. 
He staunch promoter and ticket salesperson to LFU events. Ernest is 
known as the point of contact for many Guyanese organizations in the 
New York Guyanese community. He values the community of Linden 
and gives back with his support of the Linden Fund USA. Ernest is a 
machinist federal inspector with the Long Island Railroad, fixing 
mechanical issues and certifying diesel trains for use. He attended 
Demba / Guymine Trade School, then worked with bauxite company 
before immigrating in 1979. 
 

 

 
       Board Director 

 

George Parris, former New York chapter chair and founding LFU 
member, is the committee chair for the LFU's Breakfast Social, an 
annual fundraising event. He frequently represents the board at 
community and LFU events in Linden, Guyana. George attended New 
York University for computer applications and information systems. He 
worked as a program analyst for Merrill Lynch and currently works at 
CBS, New York. 

 


