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Agriculture month 

Minister Valerie Adams-Yearwood while meeting with representatives from the Guyana Council of 

Organizations for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) (Please turn to page 4) 
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Letter to the Editor 

 

 

 

 

  
Dear Editor, 
  

Questions on that oil refinery deal with OWTU 
 Like almost everybody else, I was floored by the news that Trinidad and Tobago Government has sold 
its oil refinery (formerly Petrotrin) to the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union (OWTU). 
While I am pleased that the refinery will remain in the hands of nationals, as a Trinbagonian, I have some 
questions because I believe this transaction is a smokescreen. The deal (pun intended) is all the more 
suspect with the 3-year moratorium on all payments of principal and interest towards the purchase of the 
refinery and an additional 10-year grace to complete the pay-off. 
I was shocked because in October last year, OWTU refused Government’s offer to purchase that Pointe-
a-Pierre refinery. OWTU’s leader Ancel Roget said his union never wanted to own the refinery. 
He has been quoted in the media on September 3, 2018 as saying: “We are patriots and we know that the 
refinery belongs to the people. It does not belong in the hands of a private owner, even if that owner is 
the union.”  
Then OWTU changed its mind and submitted a proposal with partners from Suriname and another with 
operations in the US, UK and UAE. 
The questions are:  Does OWTU have the capacity to pay US$700 million for the refinery’s assets? And 
another US1.4 billion to get it up and running?  If not, who are its local and foreign financiers? Is MAK 
ENGLAND one of them? 
Is there something to hide in having a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) with the Government? As tax-
payers, we have a right to know about the sale of this national asset. 
Does OWTU have the managerial expertise to operate the refinery successfully? 
Is there a model to follow? Where in the world has a trade union owned an oil refinery? 
Not even the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Union (OCAW) in the USA. Not even the FUTPV trade 
union in Venezuela. Would OWTU set a world precedent? 
Would OWTU give preferential treatment to its former members for employment? 
Who would be the recognized trade union in this new dispensation? Would an aggrieved OWTU employee 
take his or her complaint to the OWTU-controlled management? 
 Would OWTU rehire all of the 1700 workers who were retrenched in the wake of the gross overstaffing 
in Petrotrin? 
 Is OWTU prepared to continue to spend about 47% of Petrotin’s recurrent expenditure in labour? 
 Finally, would OWTU continue chanting its coded mantra of more pay, less work? 
Dr Kumar Mahabir 
San Juan, Trinidad and Tobago 
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Agriculture-ability 

During a meeting with members of the Guyana Council of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities 
(PwDs), Minister Adams-Yearwood said that it is important for persons with disabilities to be involved in 
agriculture. 
“The logic behind this initiative is to ensure persons living with disabilities are empowered and can 
become self-sufficient. Agriculture in Guyana is on an upward trajectory and it is government’s intention 
to include every member of society with a genuine interest in agriculture to benefit,” Minister Adams-
Yearwood 
The field school will be equipped with demonstration plots suitable for persons who are visually impaired 
and physically disabled, among others. 
Additionally, some of the activities for the day include training in hydroponics, drip-irrigation, container 
gardening and composting. 
Mr. Ganish Singh, Program Coordinator for Guyana Council and Organization with PwDs, commended the 
Minister for her continued support to persons living with disabilities. 
“I remember when you were at Housing and you pushed for us (persons living with disabilities) to be 
allotted house lots. That was the first time we felt included in something of that nature. Now that you are 
here, I see that you have not forgotten us and I can already anticipate the success of this event,” Mr. Singh 
said. 
He also indicated that within the organization, there are persons interested in agro-processing but are in 
need of financial and technical assistance to start their operations. 
Minister Adams-Yearwood said that she intends to develop a proposal to have Government set up a grant 
that would allow persons with disabilities to access funds for agricultural purposes. 
“I am working on putting forward recommendations for the development of a ‘Persons living with 
Disabilities’ Grant. This will provide start-up capital for persons living with disabilities who want to get into 
agriculture. The aim is for you to be able to earn from what you produce so that you can sustain yourself,” 
Minister Adams-Yearwood said. 
Additionally, the group took the opportunity to commend Minister Adam-Yearwood for the work she did 
while serving as the Minister with responsibility for Housing at the Ministry of Communities, for the two 
disability houses that were built at Perseverance and Prospect Housing Schemes as was promised, adding 
that the structures they visited were well constructed. 
They were also encouraged to develop a Co-op for this group of persons so that they can formally have 
representation for different areas for development. 
Also present at the meeting were Guyana Council of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) 
representatives Mr. Cecil Morris and Ms. Theresa Pemberton. 
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Message from the Honourable Noel Holder, Minister of Agriculture 

 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture has been pursuing interventions to ensure food security for all, specifically, 
access to safe food throughout the country, with a view to maintaining a healthy and productive 
population. With the passing of the Food Safety and Animal Welfare Bills, the activation of such practices 
within Guyana will ensure that the country is a benefactor in securing external markets for its agricultural 
products, and safeguarding our own food supply. 
Agriculture Month 2019 is being held under the theme ‘‘Sustainable Agriculture for ensuring Food Safety 
in a Green Economy”. As a government, we are focused on the oversight required to regulate the food 
ecosystem. As such, we have embarked on the operationalization of the Food Safety Authority. Allocating 
greater technical and financial support towards establishing an institution designed to coordinate the food 
safety system in Guyana. To give life to this vision, and by ensuring food safety through monitoring the 
use, patterns and practices of chemicals by examining pesticides residues in agricultural produce, the 
Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals Control Board (PTCCB) will commission the Pesticides Laboratory on 
October 25, 2019. 
Climate change is threatening to destroy our agriculture potential. To sustainably increase agriculture’s 
productivity and the income of farmers, the Climate Smart Agriculture Project will be launched in regions 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9 and 10 to provide opportunities for farmers and community groups to establish new, or 
to scale-up, existing shade houses. The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in 
collaboration with the National Agricultural Research and Extension Institute (NAREI) will provide 
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technical support, monitoring and evaluation, and marketing support. Funding is from the Basic Needs 
Trust Fund (BNTF) of the Ministry of Finance. 
We will join the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization on October 16 to celebrate World 
Food Day under the theme, “Our Actions are our future, Healthy Diets for a #ZeroHungerWorld,” at La 
Bonne Intention Agricultural Complex (LBI). A day when we will reinforce our commitment to ‘Safe food 
and healthy diets’. The importance of food safety in achieving better human nutrition through healthy 
nutritious diets cannot be reiterated enough. For healthy diets we must improve food safety. Many 
Governments have made food safety a public priority. A paradigm shift in the approach to food safety is 
required starting from our farms and ending at the dining table. 
Some annual activities that have become synonymous with Agriculture Month will continue. These 
include the National Tree Day; Open Days at the Rice Research Station at Burma, at our agricultural 
complex Mon Repos and MMA/ADA; NAREI’s Annual Research Conference; the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Healthy Cook-Off Competition; the GLDA Ambulatory and Community Outreaches across the Regions; 
NAREI’s Farmers’ Career Day; Career Day activities in schools by various agencies, and the GMC Farmers 
and Agro-Processors’ Market Day, are just a few. 
Notably, the Hydrometerological Service will commission its Water Quality Laboratory and also an 
Automatic Weather Station at St. Cuthbert’s Mission; the Ministry’s Fisheries Department will receive the 
Management Plan for the Artisanal Sector 2019- 2024 from the World Wildlife Fund. The NDIA will 
commission a Suction- Cutter Head Dredge for cleaning numerous outfalls of our drainage channels and 
its new Office in Region 2. 
The Ministry of Agriculture’s team looks forward to collaborating with our colleagues and stakeholders in 
the planned activities. Let us participate together for a productive and successful Agriculture Month 2019. 
 

October 1953 

The first elections under universal adult suffrage was 
held in British Guiana on April 27, 1953. It was won by 
the Peoples’ Progressive Party which had been formed 
in 1950 during an era of anti-colonial upsurge in the 
British Empire, particularly in South Africa, Malaya and 
Kenya. Cheddi Jagan had expressed solidarity with the 
anti-colonial struggles in these countries in his speech 
at the opening of the Legislative Assembly on June 17, 
1953. Many at that time, and for the rest of his political 
career, would have preferred that he remain silent 
about the foreign domination and oppressed. 
The government lasted until October 9, 1953, when 
the constitution was suspended and the government 
removed from office. The historical background and 
secret communications surrounding this traumatic 
event has been well researched and publicised. The 
Government held office at the sufferance of the British 
Government whose local representatives were merely 
watchful and cautious. But anti-communist agitation 
by leaders wedded to colonial privileges, perfidiously 
exploiting the hysterical atmosphere created by the 

Cold War, one of whose architects, Winston Churchill, was the Prime MInister, resulted in the suspension 



7 
 

of the Constitution. History has already delivered its judgment on the events of 1953 and the leaders of 
the PPP, but profound and relevant lessons remain for the Guyanese people. 
The leaders of 1953 were all young men and women who had either formed the PPP in 1950 or joined it 
shortly after. But they already knew, because the social and cultural history of British Guiana had already 
taught them, that only a national movement consisting of ethnic and class unity would bring success in 
the struggle for independence and social justice. The 1953 movement represented that ideal and achieved 
it for a short while. The united PPP was the first political party which mobilised working people to struggle 
in unity for their freedom. 
For reasons that are well known, the unity did not last, and the division led inevitably to severe ethno-
political discord thereafter. The political divisions and discord which were a direct consequence of the 
suspension in 1953 has created a permanent scar of ethno-political instability which has dominated 
political debate since then. Shortly after the split in the PPP in 1955, voices began to be heard, and efforts 
began to be made to retrieve some sort of political unity. Most were aware then, and it has been proven 
by events since, that Guyana will not realise its full potential until the ethno-political division is moderated, 
which is possible without there being any losers. Unless this happens, our oil wealth will become a political 
football. 
[Conversation Tree] 

 

                    Minister of Social Cohesion, Hon. Dr. George Norton 

 

–Looking back on his childhood with Dr. George Norton 

 

By Wendella Davidson 
DR. George Norton, Member of Parliament (MP) and Minister of Social Cohesion, with responsibility for 
Culture, Youth and Sport, is a Lokono by birth, one of the nine Indigenous Peoples native to Guyana; a 
peoples that we previously referred to as Arawak. 
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An Ophthalmologist by profession, Dr. Norton is “the first of the last five of 10 children” born to Archibald 
Norton of ‘Caria Caria’, a little village within Region Three (Essequibo Islands-West Demerara), and 
Marjorie Powley of the Upper Demerara village of Malali. 
The pair would subsequently settle at Riverview, another Upper Demerara community, where Dr. Norton 
and his nine siblings were born. In an exclusive interview with the Guyana Chronicle on Friday, Dr. Norton 
said that his father worked as ‘a squarer’ with various timber grants wherever work was available. What 
this meant, he said, is that his father, armed with a “broad-axe made of solid steel, and weighing between 
10 to 12 pounds, would square logs into 12 x 12 timber to earn a living.” 
Being a ‘Squarer’, which is fast becoming a dying breed these days, Dr. Norton said, his father would be 
away from the home for about a month at a time, but always tried to make it back for two weeks, much 
to the delight of his children. He fondly remembers how, as children, he and his siblings would sit around 
their father and listen in fascination as he regaled them with the exploits of ‘Brer Nancy’, ‘Brer Rabbit’, 
and ‘Brer Tiger’, among other childhood favourites, to which he often added a few sing-along songs for 
good measure. 
A mean storyteller, his father would also borrow a few phrases from the ‘Dutch Arawak’ dialect spoken 
by native Lokonos, to spice up his stories and further hold the interest of his children. According to Dr. 
Norton, his paternal grandmother was fluent in both ‘Dutch Arawak’ as well as English, and had it not 
been for his mother’s structured upbringing, he, too, would have been bilingual like his ‘granny’. 
So ‘correct’ was his mother, Dr. Norton recalled, that she insisted that his sister teach him to read standard 
reading books, thereby limiting his exposure to the ‘Dutch Awarak’ dialect. All he now remembers is what 
sounds like “Halacoba”, the ‘Dutch Arawak’ equivalent of ‘Hello’; to count from one to 10; and perhaps 
ask and answer a few simple questions like, ‘Where are you going?’ 
But, there is yet hope, he said, as with the news circulating that the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs 
is contemplating holding classes to teach the various indigenous languages, he hopes to be among the 
first batch of students. 
CITY LIFE 
After writing ‘Common Entrance’, as the National Grade Six Assessment (NGSA) was popularly known 
back then, Dr. Norton was awarded a place at the prestigious Queen’s College, which meant that he had 
to leave his beloved Riverview. He described his move to the city as “a culture shock’, as he found it very 
difficult to sleep at nights, because of the noise from passing vehicles; something he did not have to deal 
with hitherto. He also had difficulty adapting to the different lifestyle, accustomed as he was to rushing 
to the river to take a bath and prepare for school; going to the farm, and generally being involved in 
rural community activities. 
But, as with everything else in life, he soon got used to it, and after completing his studies at Queen’s 
College, where he wrote and was successful at ‘A’ Levels, Dr. Norton would teach for a while, before 
heading off to Cuba, where he would enroll at the Superior Institute of Medical Science, graduating in 
1984 with a Degree in Medicine, and later specialising in Ophthalmology. He fondly recalls that it was 
while in Cuba that he met his wife, `Sara’, who hails from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. That union bore two 
sons: George Jr. and Biniam, which in Amharic means ‘My right hand’. Happily, both boys, who now live 
in the US, would follow in their dad’s footsteps and also attend Queen’s College. 
Looking back, Dr. Norton said that his arrival in Cuba was nothing short of “an ideological shock”, due to 
the Cubans materialistic way of looking at life. For instance, he found it quite strange that persons, even 
young children, would openly proclaim that they do not believe in God. Upon his return to Guyana, he 
first served as a Consultant Ophthalmologist and Head of the Department of Ophthalmology at the 
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC). 
POLITICAL INTEREST 
Speaking about his interest in politics, which he’d developed since before leaving Cuba, Dr. Norton said 
he’d always been an admirer of the late LFS Burnham, especially his philosophy. He’d also tended to 
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read a lot about Socialism, so it came as no surprise when, in 1992, he became active in the political 
scene here. Currently the Vice- Chairperson of the People’s National Congress Reform (PNC/R), and a 
Member of the Party’s Central Executive Committee, he once served as its Director of Hinterland Affairs. 
Besides his special interest in Sports, Youth and Culture, Dr. Norton is also a strong advocate for the Rights 
of the Indigenous Peoples. He entered Parliament in 2001, and has, ever since, been a vibrant 
representative of Amerindian Communities throughout Guyana. He served in the Tenth Parliament of 
Guyana as APNU’s Shadow Minister of Public Health and Disease Control, and also served as Minister of 
Public Health from May 2015 up until January 2017, when he was appointed by President David Granger 
as Minister of Social Cohesion, with responsibility for Culture, Youth and Sport. 
Asked about his relation to the latter discipline, Dr. Norton said that as a youngster living in his native 
Riverview, it was second nature to be involved in sports. Even while at Queens’ College, he recalled, he 
was not only into distance running, but also played football. He also played a bit of football while living in 
Cuba, so much so that these days, it is a normal routine for him to run every afternoon from the Pegasus 
Hotel to the Mon Repos Market and back. He hopes to one day witness a Guyanese athlete mount the 
podium at an Olympic meet and claim gold for Guyana. He also has this burning desire to one day 
participate in the famous New York marathon, and be among the thousands of people running in the same 
direction. His wife, Dr. Sara Norton works as an ultrasonographist at the Woodlands Hospital in the city. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          

1. Women’s History magazine- $1,500 per annum 

2. Lessons in Guyanese History -$1,600 

3. Guyana Institute of Historical Research Journal- $1,600.  

4. Outline in Guyanese History-$500. 

5. GIHR Book  marks $40. 
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WE ARE ON THE RIGHT PATH 

 
The People's National Congress Reform (PNCR) celebrates its 62nd Anniversary of its founding on 5th 
October 1957. Our Party, seven years after its founding, entered government as a part of a coalition 
administration, on 14th December 1964. It immediately set about to transform colonial Guyana into a 
modern state. The PNC, 18 months later, led Guyana to Independence on 26th May 1966 and four years 
later, Republican Status on 23rd February 1970. 
Among its many achievements, the PNCR is proud of its accomplishments in education while in 
Government. It expanded educational opportunities by constructing the University of Guyana and the 
Cyril Potter College of Education campuses; by building multilateral, primary, secondary and community 
high schools in rural and hinterland regions; by inaugurating a comprehensive programme of scholarships; 
by increasing the number of school places; by producing and distributing textbooks and by introducing 
free education from nursery to university. 
The PNCR today is conscious of the economic, social and political challenges, which still confront the 
nation. It, therefore, renews its commitment to continue to work towards improving access to education 
and towards ensuring equality of opportunity for all. 
The PNCR, on its 62nd anniversary, iterates its absolute commitment to ensuring equality of opportunity 
for all and to protecting citizens' fundamental rights. The Party will continue to work towards improving 
its relations with trade unions and promoting inclusionary democracy in A Partnership for National Unity. 
The Party, inspired by the correct policies of its founders, will continue their work to build a nation where 
everyone can enjoy a good life. 
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The PNCR, as part of 
the APNU+AFC 
Coalition, has much to 
be proud of. Under the 
guidance of President 
David Granger, the 
coalition has been 
creating jobs, building 
and maintaining record 
amounts of 
infrastructure, cracking 
down on crime, 
improving the 
standards in our 
schools and hospitals 
and cleaning the 

streets of our capital towns and most importantly, bringing people together in socially cohesive 
communities. 
The PNCR stands firmly with the APNU+AFC as we work to deliver higher wages for all Guyanese. The 
Minister of Finance has already announced that all Public Servants can look forward to a salary increase 
this year 2019. Our goal is to build a well-paid, well-trained public service that will support our projected 
economic growth and development. This will be matched with the construction of modern, efficient and 
reliable infrastructure. Since entering office in 2015, we have invested over $43 billion on expanding roads 
and bridges, including our coastal highways along the east and west coast of Demerara and maintained 
more than 350km (217 miles) of roads in the hinterland. Everywhere you go in Guyana you can see signs 
of the progress that has been made in our country’s infrastructure. 
The PNCR is proud of its record as part of the Coalition APNU+AFC. We entered government with a clear 
mission to establish a state that would promote human development and protect the national interest. 
We promised all Guyanese that we would work towards a good life for all. By working together as a multi-
ethnic, multi-party coalition, we have started to put Guyana on the right path. 
During their 23 long years in government, the dishonest PPP and Irfaan Ali were happy to let our 
infrastructure crumble. The only thing they improved was their own personal wealth and that of their 
friends and family. President Granger’s APNU+AFC government knows that skilled well-paid jobs, 
especially for our young people, will come from better infrastructure and we will continue to deliver that. 
The PNCR is in full support of President Granger’s proposed plan for the decade of development. Free 
education from nursery to university; a modern health care and delivery system; better paying jobs; 
Guyanese can look forward to a sustainable and robust transportation network. There will be a continued 
increase in the number of paved roads, to cut down on time and improve road safety. The Linden to 
Lethem Highway will begin this year 2019; this road will increase connectivity between the hinterland and 
the coast as well as with our South American neighbours. Construction of bridges across the Essequibo 
river; building improved land transports links to Bartica; Completion of the East Coast Demerara Highway 
Improvement Project; building a new rail network to help move passengers and cargo throughout the 
country; the expansion of aerodromes to help better connect our hinterland communities. 
As our Party celebrates its 62nd anniversary, we remain committed to free education from nursery to 
university, affordable housing for all and social protection which provides coverage from the cradle to the 
grave - through the National Insurance Scheme (NIS) - which our Party while in government implemented. 
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In just four short years, great progress has been made. We are on the right path. The PNCR urge all our 
people, of whatever background, to support David Granger and the APNU+AFC Coalition, this will 
guarantee that all Guyanese move forward together. 

 

 

Sod turned for new 1823 Monument at Parade Ground 
 

KELLON ROVER  

A ground-breaking ceremony was held on Sunday 8 September  to mark the 
establishment of a new 1823 Demerara Slave Revolt Monument at the Independence Park 

(Parade Ground) – a promise kept by the Coalition Government to relocate the memorial to its “original 
site,” from the Atlantic Avenue. 
 
 

Shop at the online GIHR store 
 

https://dpi.gov.gy/author/krover/
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Minister of Social Cohesion, Hon. Dr. George Norton, during his address, reflected on the dreadful history 
of the Demerara Martyrs back in the year 1823, where more than 200 enslaved people of African descent 

had met their demise horrifically.  
The rebellion, which took place on August 
18, 1823, was led by slaves who were 
reacting to poor treatment and a desire 
for freedom; also, there was a 
widespread, mistaken belief that 
Parliament had passed a law for 
emancipation, but it was being withheld 
by the colonial rulers. Prompted chiefly by 
Jack Gladstone, a slave at plantation 
“Success”, the rebellion also involved his 
father, Quamina, and other senior 
members of their church group. Its English 
pastor, John Smith, was implicated. 

The largely non-violent rebellion was brutally crushed by the colonists under governor John Murray. Many 
slaves were killed as the insurrection was put down and another 45 men were sentenced to death, while 
27 were executed. 

 

Minister Norton said that while there is an 1823 monument already erected along the Atlantic Avenue, 
His Excellency, President David Granger felt it necessary to support the call by historians for the 
construction of the monument at this particular site. 
 

“It was this location that bore witness to numerous gruesome public executions.  At this very site, corpses of fallen 

enslaved people were hung in chains. In many cases, bodies were decapitated after being hung and heads were 
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stuck on poles, as a means of instilling fear in those who survived and remained desirous of claiming their 

birthright – freedom,” Minister Norton stated.  

                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

 

 

 

 

Date: 26 October 2019 

Time: 08:00 hrs. 

Starting point: Kitty sea wall 

Contribution: $2,000.00 

Refreshments will be distributed. 

For details, please go to the Guyana Institute of Historical Research face book page. 
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National Library looking to advance in technology 

 
Chief Librarian of the National Library; Mrs. Emiley King (first from right), Pandit Dhanpaul Mohan, 
Ms. Yvonne Harewood-Benn, Mr. Tom Dalgety, Pastor Alphonso and Deputy Chief Librarian of the 
National Library; Ms. Nadine Moore. 
 
The week of activities began with a walk and fitness run, followed by an inter-faith service 
– as it celebrates 110th Anniversary 
THE Guyana National Library is observing 110 years of service to the country with a week of activities 
planned under the theme, “Preserve the past; Embrace the future”. 
Established in 1909, the library, which is located at Lot 76-77 Main and Church Streets, Georgetown, 
sees about 1,200 persons per week, with a number of school tours thrown in for good measure every 
month. 
The week of activities began with a walk and fitness run, followed by an inter-faith service on Monday. 
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Deputy Chief Librarian Nadine Moore 
According to Deputy Chief Librarian Nadine Moore, an open 
night is planned, so that persons can visit the facility to share 
their memories of the library and what it has done for them 
over the years. A health fair is also planned, for which the 
Ministry of Education and ‘Dental School’ will be on board. 
Furthermore, an appreciation awards ceremony is on the cards, 
so that the library can honour its loyal patrons and other 
members of the public. 
“Weekly, we get about 1,200 visitors, whether it’s to borrow a 
book for research purposes, to use the Internet library for a 
meeting, for a tour,” Moore told the Guyana Chronicle on 
Monday at a photographic exhibition at the library. If two 
schools are visiting in the same week, the library will see as 
many as 250 students that day. 

 
An exhibition depicting some past chief librarians 
 
“Government has been doing a lot for the expansion 
and development of our library services, but we’re 
looking to advance in technology. The technological 
landscape has been growing over the years, if we 
look at libraries abroad,” Moore said, adding: 
“We would like to push the library forward 
technologically, having e-resources available for the 
public, more computers, more Internet bandwidth 
so that persons can use our services.” 
Moore went on to state that they are also looking 
forward to the establishment of the Online 

cataloging system, so that the library’s rare books and government publications can be digitised and 
made available on the Internet. 

 

http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Lib-4.jpg
http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Lib-2.jpg
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A photographic exhibition was held last Monday at 
the library 
 
“With more help from the government and 
corporate Guyana, we may be able to push these 
plans forward,” she said. Meanwhile, at the 
moment, the public can benefit from the use of 12 
computers at the library. 
The library’s mission statement is as follows: “To 
satisfy both nationally and internationally, the 
information and recreational needs of the library’s 
users through the collection, organisation, 
dissemination and preservation of information in 
printed and other formats.” 

It is opened Monday to Friday from 08:30 to 17:30h, and on Saturday from 08:45 to 15:00h. 

 
country to ultimately be transformed positively from an economic development perspective. It is 
imperative that as Guyanese we begin to appreciate that the direct and the indirect benefits that 
emanate from this sector goes far beyond anything that we have seen thus far,” Dr. Bynoe said. 
Meanwhile, ExxonMobil explained that after clearing customs, the vessel will be connected to the 
spread mooring before hookup and installation begins in preparation for production, storage and 
offloading of Guyana’s oil. 
“It’s exciting to have another significant milestone completed as we continue on the road to first oil,” 
ExxonMobil’s Country Manager Rod Henson said to mark the occasion. 
“While we still have a great deal of work ahead of us, I’m extremely proud of our entire team, both 
onshore and offshore, and their focus on working safely and being protective of the environment in all 
that we do,” he added. 
The Liza Destiny FPSO was converted from oil tanker, “Tina”, a 1999 Very Large Crude Carrier (VLCC). 
The conversion included upgrading of the hull and integration of 14 topside processing modules, totaling 
16 thousand metric tonnes. 
This FPSO is a significant component of the Liza Phase 1 development which involves four undersea drill 
centers with 17 production wells, the oil exploration company explained, adding that it has a production 
capacity up to 120,000 barrels of oil per day and an overall storage volume of 1.6 million barrels. During 
normal operations, there will be at least 80 persons living and working onboard the vessel. 
ExxonMobil Guyana remains on target for first oil by early 2020. 
 
 
G 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Associate Professor of Africana studies Nigel Westmaas has published an article in the Summer 2019 issue 
of Africa Update newsletter published by the Central Connecticut State University.  The article “How  
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Europe Underdeveloped Africa and the contemporary relevance of 
Walter Rodney” assesses the impact of the late Guyanese historian’s 
celebrated text How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (published 
1972) and its ongoing influential legacy in context of the new 
imperialism and the modern raid on the African continent. 
While Rodney’s text exposed European penetration, colonization 
and destruction of African societies in an earlier era, Westmaas 
argues that the former European colonial powers, especially France, 
along with the United States, continue to involve in militarization, 
cultural arrogance, political manipulation, and the exploitation of 
natural resources, all part of the “ensemble of Western 
intervention” into Africa. 
 

 

‘The Evolution of Writing In English By And About East 
Indians Of Guyana, 1838-2018’ 

 
Following in the wake of her magisterial work on Roy Heath in ‘Aftermath of Empire: The Novels of Roy 
A.K. Heath’, published by the University of the West Indies Press, Ameena Gafoor has produced another 
book of immense import to the literature of Guyana but particularly and more importantly this book is a 
timely addition to the slim list of scholarly works on the writings of East Indian of Guyana. 

Guyanese bookshelf 
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‘The Evolution Of Writing In English By And About East Indians Of Guyana, 1838-2018’ has been compiled 
with meticulous care to details and great concern for the preservation of the literature of East Indians. 
This work, coming 180 years after the arrival of East Indians to Guyana, flies in the face of sins of omission 
and sins of commission with regards to the composition of the literature of the region. The quantity and 
quality of literature that was bought here by the people who came is an indication that the Indians who 
came were not mere ‘illiterate peasants’ and that their contribution to the literature of the region was 
slighted and undervalued. The quantity of the literature that came was described by Dr. David Dabydeen 
as a ‘body of texts of staggering physical bulk and philosophical dimensions…The Ramayana rolls on to a 
hundred thousand lines, much longer then Virgil’s Aeneid or Homer’s Iliad. The Mahabharata quadruples 
that sum; the Vedas when collected form eleven huge Octavo volumes, whilst the Puranas extend to two 
million lines’. Furthermore, the literature of the Quran and the significance of Haffizs who could recite the 
Holy Quran from memory must be added to the above. 
Dabydeen further elucidated, in his preface to this compilation, that he brought quantity into the equation 
so as ‘to highlight that the act of ignoring these texts is an act of monumental bias’. Other scholars have 
denounced this bias in Caribbean literature and the shunning of such from the mainstream of Caribbean 
literature. Long before Dabydeen’s pronouncement and condemnation, Emeritus Professor Kenneth 
Ramchand declared in his groundbreaking book, ‘The West Indian Novel and its Background’ that ‘writers 
are not writing about Indians for the sake of emphasizing Indianness but more to create understanding 
and deepen meaning of the many cultures which co-exist’. Neglecting to appreciate such a contribution 
for so long has robbed the region of a resource that could have done more for the region than the efforts 
of Caricom and the portrayal of Carifesta, all put together. 
One of the reasons for Gafoor’s most recent publication is ‘a significant effort to set the record straight 
with respect to Indian Guyanese literacy, and literary scholarly production’ (Dabydeen). 
Other reasons, as if justification is necessary, cited by the author include the commemoration of two 
landmark events namely the centenary of the abolition of Indian Indentureship to Guyana and the 180th 
anniversary of the arrival of Indians from India to Guyana. Further, there is no known comprehensive 
compilation of the literary and artistic efforts of the East Indian and as such this book is the best form of 
commemoration. 
Gafoor spells out the objectives of this work saying that ‘this bibliography seeks to capture the imaginative 
and objective writings of East Indians in Guyana including statements by Guyanese artists as well as 
statements by art historians and critiques by art critics of the significant works of visual arts produced by 
Guyanese artists of East Indian extract…includes works of Anthology, Literary Criticism, Critiques on the 
Visual Arts, Creative Writing, Social History, Education, Governance, Politics, Journalisms, Accounting and 
Financial Management’. 
More importantly, this work is organized in chronological order to better trace the development of the 
body of writings’. This timeline serves many purposes including events that may have has ‘an impact on 
the consciousness of East Indians in Guyana and, in some instances, prompted the writings’ and facts that 
possibly ‘shaped the lives of East Indians as well as citizens in modern Guyana’. 
Ameena Gafoor is the founder of The Arts Forum and editor of The Arts Journal. This book is dedicated to 
and built on the legacies of the struggles and sacrifices of ‘our foreparents’. The cover image is designed 
from a painting ‘Journey into the Dark Circle: the Arrival’ by Philbert Gajadhar. 
‘The Evolution Of Writing In English By And About East Indians Of Guyana, 1838-2018’ by Ameena Gafoor 
was published by Hansib Publications. 
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The Hon Mayor Ubraj Naraine of Georgetown, Guyana , held a roundtable meeting with, Dr. Carl Naimatali 
and a focus group of community leaders. Dr Dhanpaul Naraine., who chaired the meeting directed the 
discussions that were informative and forward thinking with an urgency for the collaboration of the 
Diaspora with The Mayor to expand and expound the innovative and leading edge ideas put forward by 
His Honor who has an extraordinary sense of purpose for a better Guyana. 

Hopefully soon there will be a caucus to further discuss strategy/solutions and implementation 
of an agreed upon priority of the Mayor’s all important road map of his vision for remarkable 
change. 
We here in the diaspora, would like to express our profound gratitude to Georgetown Mayor, His Worship, 
Pandit Ubraj Narine, for his visit, and his willingness to attend all the events he was invited to. Mayor 
Narine had a fruitful meeting with City of New York Mayor, Bill de Blasio who agreed to partner with 
Georgetown, to carry out a number of initiatives. Today, before departing for Georgetown, Mayor Narine 
paid a visit to the Guyana Consulate in New York City. He had an opportunity, to observe Consulate 
Saturdays, an outreach, Consul General, Barbara Atherly started to bring a quarterly weekend service to 
the Guyanese community. Mayor Narine also visited Caribbean PowerJam Radio in Brooklyn, to accept a 
donation, of 20 reflector vests he had requested as part of his ongoing drive for Mayor and City Council 
staff. Items, such as torchlight, gloves, raincoats, rain boots, workman booths, socks, construction cones, 
(small/large), hard hats, were requested by Mayor Narine. These gears could be dropped off to PowerJam 
Radio at 169 Remsen Avenue, in Brooklyn. Donation shipping will get the items to M&CC in Georgetown. 
Please do your part, as Mayor Narine work diligently to keep the city, of Georgetown at its highest  
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standard. Thanks! To the Giving Foundation, 
Conversations with Lady Linda Felix Johnson, James Richmond, Dr. Carl Niamathi, Vincent, and all who 
made Mayor Narine’s visit a success. 
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Press Release for launch of Hardwork: Australian South Sea Islanders Bibliography. 
It is hypocritical of the Morrison Government to assure Pacific Islands nations of Australia’s good 
intentions when the Australian Government has never dealt adequately with problems within its own 
Australian South Sea Islander (ASSI) community. Two major issues have been caused by the Australian 
Government. One dates back to Federation: the deportation of the majority of original Islanders in the 
1900s as part of the White Australia Policy. This was an attempt to remove an entire ethnic group—to 
cleanse the new nation of its Pacific immigrants. The second issue is inadvertent but none the less 
damaging. It relates to public service initiatives aimed at assisting Indigenous Australians since the 1960s. 
The three governments need to take into consideration that policies aimed at assisting First Australians 
have damaged the ASSI community. The 1967 referendum enabled the Commonwealth to take control of 
Indigenous affairs and count First Peoples in the national census. The creation of a modern bureaucracy 
to administer First Peoples’ affairs led to the alienation of ASSI, both at the level of actions by the public 
service and by definitions which left them outside schemes to provide special assistance. 
While no one begrudges the overdue special assistance to Indigenous Australians, it has had inadvertent 
consequences in straining relationships at an individual, family, community and government level. Today’s 
ASSI are descended from immigrants with strong kin links to Indigenous Australians. ASSI were once 
considered an integral part of the Australian Black community. Yet today they are categorized as 
immigrants, ignoring the similar issues they face with their First Australian brothers and sisters, and their 
close kin relations with First Australians. 
Hardwork, a bibliography of over 1,400 sources on Australian South Sea Islanders (ASSI), has been released 
as part of celebrations marking the first arrival of ASSI in NSW in 1847 and in Queensland in 1860. The 
Australian, Queensland and New South Wales Governments will find its useful in their considerations. 
I have prepared the bibliography at a time when Indigenous Queenslanders in July 2019 were awarded 
$190 million as a settlement relating to Hans Pearson v State of Queensland in the Federal Court of 
Australia. The Queensland Government made a settlement and avoided a final Federal Court decision, 
although the Federal Court will supervise the financial distribution. 
This was a class action to recover wages taken from Indigenous Queenslanders over several decades, 
which detailed the extraordinary and draconian conditions under which Indigenous Queenslanders were 
forced to live, and the Acts of Parliament which controlled their lives. 
The original immigrant ASSI and their children were also bound by Acts of Parliament passed specifically 
to control their lives, and a 1901 Commonwealth Act aimed at total deportation of all ASSI. There are 
many similarities between the conditions faced by ASSI and Indigenous Queenslanders. This is not the 
place to argue the case; in a sense the whole Hardwork bibliography does that in outline. 
Over recent years, there have been discussions between lawyers and ASSI associations over the possibility 
of mounting a class action. These discussions will continue, now in part fuelled by the July 2019 award by 
the Queensland Government. Hardwork documents many of the necessary sources. The misuse of the 
wages of dead Islanders held in the Pacific Islanders Fund and the possible misuse of Islander bank 
accounts—just as with similar funds belonging to Indigenous Queenslanders—may yet drive a class action 
against both the Queensland and Australian Governments. 
Although most of the abuse was at the hands of the Queensland Government, the Australian Government 
is implicated because it used Queensland’s Fund to pay for the deportation process in the 1900s. ASSI 
intermarriage with both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples adds complexity, as could the 
involvement of various Pacific Islands’ nations in any class action. 
This year NAIDOC Week had three themes: Voice, Treaty and Truth. The truth needs to be told about 
Indigenous Australians, but also about immigrant Pacific Islander descendants from the Blackbirding 
years. If I can nudge the governments into owning up to their past and their responsibilities to the present 
ASSI generation, all the better. 
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One basic suggestion is that it would useful if the historical sources could be collected in one place and 
housed in a library so that ASSI can have easy access. Digital access should be easy to accomplish to 
enhance the availability. As part of this, all ASSI oral history collections should be made available as part 
of building understanding within and of the community. 
There is much more to do in acknowledging Australia’s past relations with the Pacific Islands. Pacific 
nations realize this, although all Australian governments remains shy of their responsibilities. My 
challenge to all three governments is to be honest and to help heal past damage if they truly want a good 
relationship with their Pacific neighbours. 
Clive Moore 
Emeritus Professor 
School of historical and Philosophical Inquiry 
The University of Queensland 
30 August 2019 
(Waskam) Emelda Davis  
download pdf 'HARDWORK'  http://tiny.cc/pl8ybz ASSI Educational Resource - Bibliography  
Currently: 
President - ASSI (Port Jackson) Ltd. 
Australian South Sea Islanders NSW State Alliance (working group) 
National ASSI Association - Roundtable 
Awarded:  
2017 Rotary Inspirational Women's Award  
2017 Inspirational Wall Medal, Ultimo - Public School Sydney NSW 
2016 NSW Sydney Local Women of the Year  
2015 NSW Council for Pacific Communities Award  
PO Box 117, Pyrmont SYDNEY NSW 2009 
email: assi.pj@gmail.com 
mobile: 0416300946 
web: www.assipj.com.au 
Watch video:  
Footprints Documentary, 2019 marks 25th Anniversary since 1994 Commonwealth Recognition 
https://youtu.be/m02GMCk26B0 
Join us on facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/assipj/ 
Historical facts: 
- 62,000 individual South Sea Islanders, 95% men, were kidnapped, tricked and coerced from Vanuatu, 
Solomon's and 80 surrounding islands starting in NSW in 1847, with the majority entering Queensland 
between 1863 and 1903. 
- 30%, around 15,000 people, died due to lack of immunity and maltreatment deceased estate wages 
were used to pay for the Commonwealth Government's inhumane mass deportation of some 7,000 
Islanders under the White Australia Policy. 
- Mandatory deportation required Islanders to pay a portion of their return fare from their pittance of a 
wage. 
- The Australian Census 2016 figures increase of 133% participation on 2011 figures doesn't reflect the 
guestimate 70,000 plus surviving descendants today 
- ASSI have an identified kinship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, given they were 
placed on same missions, reserves, workstations under the same Acts of Parliament. 
- Torres Strait Islanders have the most prominent ASSI ancestry, as ASSI were taken into the Torres Strait 
from 1860 onwards for the pearling and bêche-de-mer industries as well as through the London 
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Missionary Society. The most significant ASSI 'colony' is on Moa (St Pauls) Island in Torres Strait, 
established by the Anglican Church in the 1900s. ASSI also worked closely with Aborigines in the pastoral 
industry. 

Toshaos Council opens on October 7 
   
   

Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs Minister, Sydney Allicock 
THE National Toshaos Council (NTC) conference will open under the theme “Guyana’s First Peoples United 
in the Promotion of the Green Economy through Preservation of our Languages, Land and Right” on 
October 7 at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre. 
The four-day conference will bring together toshaos and other indigenous village leaders from over 212 
hinterland villages across Guyana. 
Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs Minister, Sydney Allicock, is urging village leaders to be prepared to bring 
pertinent issues to the table to be discussed. 
The conference is an important forum that allows village leaders to have engagements with the president, 
ministers and officials from various government agencies. 
It is aimed at consolidating and expanding the national development and transformation processes to 
cater to the needs of indigenous people. 
The event will be coordinated and hosted by the NTC with support from the government through the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs Ministry. 
 
 

http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Sydney-Allicock-.jpg
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Guyanese, 
The Government, since the passage of the no-confidence motion in the National Assembly on 21st 
December 2018, has respected the decisions of the Courts and upheld the Constitution. 
We challenged the validity of the no-confidence motion and defended the challenge to the 
constitutionality of the appointment of the Chairman of the Elections Commission. 
The legal processes were neither frivolous nor aimed at delaying the consequences of the no-confidence 
motion.  They sought to clarify and interpret the Constitution and to ensure that General and Regional 
Elections would be conducted on the basis of a credible list. 
I have complied with the rulings of the Courts, upheld the Constitution of Guyana and respected the 
National Assembly at all times. 
I engaged the Elections Commission from February 2019 repeatedly. I insisted that credible elections be 
held at the earliest possible time. Credible elections are essential to representative democracy. 
Guyanese, The Chairman of the Elections Commission Justice Claudette Singh, wrote me last Thursday, 
19th September 2019, indicating that “the Guyana Elections Commission will be able to deliver credible 
elections by the end of February 2020”. 
I convened a meeting of available Cabinet ministers that very day, within hours of receiving her advice, to 
discuss the timeline provided to me by the Chairman. 
A second meeting of the full Cabinet was held yesterday, 24th September 2019, when all members 
accepted the advice provided by the Chairman of the Elections Commission. 
Cabinet ministers also benefitted from the advice of Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs Mr. 
Basil Williams and were guided by the need to adhere scrupulously to the advice of the Elections 
Commission. 
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I met Chairman of the Elections Commission, Justice Singh, this afternoon Wednesday 25th September, 
when she discussed the statutory timelines for the upcoming General and Regional Elections 
Guyanese, Guyana will observe its 50th anniversary as a Republic on Sunday, 23rd February 2020. The 
following day, 24th February 2020 will be a national holiday. 
I am pleased to announce that, after discussions with Chairman of the Elections Commission and with my 
Cabinet, the earliest possible date for the holding of General and Regional Elections will be on Monday, 
2nd March 2020. 
The Constitution at Article 106 (7) states, “Notwithstanding its defeat, the Government shall remain in 
office and shall hold an election within three months, or such longer period as the National Assembly shall 
by resolution supported by not less than two-thirds of the votes of all the elected members of the National 
Assembly determine, and shall resign after the President takes the oath of office following the election”. 
The extension of a period beyond three months for the holding of an election is related to the Elections 
Commission’s readiness to hold the elections. The Government of Guyana must, as a consequence, return 
to the National Assembly to request an extension. The National Assembly reconvenes on 10th October 
2019. 
The President is required to both dissolve Parliament as provided for in the Constitution at Article 70 (2) 
and the ten Regional Democratic Councils as provided for in the Constitution at Article 73 (2). 
The Constitution at Article 61 states: “An election of members of the National Assembly under Article 60 
(2) shall be held on such day within three months after every dissolution of Parliament as the President 
shall appoint by proclamation.” 
The Constitution at Article 70 (2) states further that: “The President may at any time by proclamation 
dissolve Parliament”. The Constitution at Article 73 (2) provides that: “Elections of members of regional 
democratic councils shall he held and the councils shall be dissolved at such times as subject to paragraph 
(3), the President may appoint by proclamation.” 
Guyanese can now look to the Elections Commission to conduct credible elections within the timeframe 
prescribed. 
Guyanese, We are on the right path to preserve our precious parliamentary democracy. 
Thank you and may God continue to bless Guyana. 
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The United Nations General Assembly 74th session 2019. 

 
Immediately after Guyana's Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Hon Karen Cummings addressed the 74th 
General Assembly and presented Guyana's argument at the United Nations on Sept 28, 2019 
-L to R Guyana Ambssador to the United Nations, H.E. Rudolph M. TenPow, The, Guyana Tri-State 
Alliance President and Brooklyn Ambassador Patricia Jordon-Langford, Guyana Minister of Foreign 
Afffairs The Hon Dr. Karen Cummings, Guyana Honorary Consul General to Jamaica Ms. Indera Persaud, 
Guyana Ambassador to The United States Dr The Hon Riyad Insanally, The Former Guyana Foreign 
Affairs Minister, and Foreign Affairs Advisor The Hon Carl Greenidge, , Executive Member, Guyana Tri-

State Alliance, Mr. 
Anthony Carter. — 
with Tangerine 
Many Guyanese 
came together to 
support Guyanese 
Foreign Minister Dr. 
The Hon Karen 
Minister who led 
the Guyanese 
delegation to the 
United Nations It 
was a distinct 
pleasure to listen to 
The Hon Dr. Karen 
Cummings give her 
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address on behalf of the President of Guyana the Hon David Granger on Saturday September 28 ,2019 
with power and clarity on the many issues. A Proud evening indeed. 
[Credit: Tangerine Clarke] 

 
Photo by Tangerine Clarke 
Ambassador Rudolph M. Ten-Pow, permanent representative to the UN, Consul General to New York, 
Barbara Atherly, Dr. Karen Cummings, and Ambassador to the US, Riyad Insanally, after the Brooklyn 
town hall meeting on Sept. 26, at Medgar Evers College. 
Guyana’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Karen Cummings, on the sidelines of the 74th United Nations 
General Assembly, on Thursday, Sept. 26, told Guyanese in Brooklyn, that because of the level of wealth 
that Guyana is about to realise, many internal and external forces are increasingly envious and skeptical 
of “our progress and prospects and would happily seek to stymie our gains or to see our wonderful future 
squandered through the rancor, misgivings, limitations and divisions of the past.” 
Addressing a packed town hall meeting in the Edison O. Jackson Auditorium of Medgar Evers College, Dr. 

Cummings said, “to date, since taking office in 2015, a total of 16 
world class oil deposits have been discovered. The commercial value 
of our oil and gas industry is more than enough to significantly 
improve the quality of life and standard of living of every Guyanese 
citizen.” 
The diplomat called on expatriates to be strong in their defense of 
Guyana, be informed, avoid ‘fake’ news, be vigilant, be involved. 
“We must be patriots as never before. We must not give way to 
skepticism or tribalism but rise above these challenges that will 
detract from the journey of destiny on which we are embarked.” 
“We must salute the unfailing efforts you have made to give back to 
our beautiful country, ranked the number one Eco-Tourism 
Destination in the World for many years,” said Dr. Cummings. 
“The government recognizes that there is need for more robust 
policies, structures and mechanisms at home to engage “our diaspora 
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in the form of advocacy, direct investment, knowledge networks return migration tourism and human 
capital efforts.” 
“The Coalition government will continue to focus on ways to strategically engage the Guyanese diaspora, 
so as to leverage development finance through remittances, foreign direct investment, and even 
philanthropy,” she said. 
“Leveraging the skills and resources of our Guyanese diaspora can serve as one of our national 
development drivers,” she said, adding that establishing cross-sector partnerships will serve as a key 
approach for addressing the many challenges associated with harnessing the resources as of diaspora 
groups. As they allow for the pooling of resources, networks, and expertise. 
The politician, who stated that it would have inconceivable to be in New York for the first time as minister 
of foreign affairs and not meet to update expatriates on the exciting development, assured that Guyana 
continues to move steadfastly forward to realize its full potential on the world stage. 
“Guyana is already garnering the rapt attention of some of the most powerful nations in the world, for its 
abundance of hydrocarbon oil and gas,” she said. 
To this end, she said that with great prosperity comes great responsibility, and it is imperative that astute 
political leadership, firmly rooted in integrity, the rule of law, good governance and accountability prevails, 
qualities that exhibited by the Coalition. 
“As a coalition government, we stand ready to contest the next general and regional elections after a 
clean voters’ list is established.” 
The diplomat is confident that the Guyanese people will be the judge, after seeing the progress in just 
four and a half short years. 
“They will decide whether they want to return to a time of developmental stagnation, or if they wish to 
continue seeing their communities and lives transformed for the better, under the astute, respectful, 
respectable, and perceptive leadership of President David Arthur Granger,” said Dr. Cummings, who 
predicted that the Coalition government will see a landslide victory on March 2, 2020, the date recently 
announced, by the head-of-state. 
Dr. Cummings who was bombarded with questions regarding healthcare, safety, migration from 
neighboring countries, voting, investment opportunities, the Guyana Venezuela dispute, and other issues 
during a Q&A segment, was quick to share ideas and solutions to solve these problems. 
She encouraged citizens to return home to make a contribution and urged Guyanese to be patient with 
the government that was working assiduously to ensure that the needs of all citizens were met. 
The Guyana Consulate of New York, under Consul General Barbara Atherly, in collaboration with 
Ambassador Rudolph M. Ten-Pow, Permanent Representative of Guyana Mission to the United Nations, 
welcomed expatriates to the town hall meeting, that was attended by a Guyana delegation to the UNGA, 
that included Ambassador of Guyana to the United States, Dr. Riyad Insanally, and Ambassador, Troy 
Torrington of the Foreign Affairs Ministry in Guyana. Jonathan Locke served as moderator. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Guyana Institute of Historical 

Research received a donation of primary sources, on Thursday 3 October. 
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Joe Solomon at 90!   

 
An iconic moment: Joe Solomon poses with the the photograph that shows him running out Ian Meckiff 
to secure the first tied Test in cricket, at Brisbane in 1960. 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK 
By Dr. Dhanpaul Narine 
It is Brisbane in 1960 and West Indies are playing Australia in the first Test. Don Bradman meets Australian 
skipper Richie Benaud. Cricket needs excitement. Benaud promises an Australian victory. The Test enters 
the last day; Australia needs 233 runs to win. The excitement is fever pitch. 
Joe Solomon is fielding at midwicket. He runs out Alan Davidson and Australia has three wickets and six 
minutes to get the runs. Wesley Hall bowls the final over. Each delivery creates drama. Conrad Hunte runs 
out Wally Grout. Hall bumps into Kanhai and a catch is spilled. The scores are level with one ball remaining 
and one wicket to fall. Hall runs in at full throttle. Meckiff touches the ball and runs; the delirious crowd 
hopes for an Australian victory. But there is Solomon again. He swoops on the ball. What is he thinking? 
‘I am side-on and have only one stump to aim at,’ he says. ‘I ran out Alan Davidson minutes earlier but 
this is different. If I miss they will win. The Test match rests on my throw. I practiced pelting mangoes in 
Guyana and I am pretty confident. I grab the ball, look at the stumps, and in one motion I throw. The ball 
hit the stumps and Meckiff is run out.’ It was the first tie in Test cricket. What was the reaction of the 
players? 
Solomon says, ‘Rohan Kanhai and Gary Sobers jump in the air. Wes Hall stands with his shirtsleeves 
flapping and shakes his head in disbelief. Some players, including Frank Worrell, think that we won. But it 

http://www.thewestindianonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/IMG_2577-1.jpg
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is a tie. Richie Benaud and Frank Worrell leave the field with their arms around each other. The fans go 
wild and the press people are all over us. Don Bradman is all smiles. He asked for excitement but not even 
he could have predicted this result.’ 

Joe Solomon at 90 years young. He is a 
legend, a gentleman, and a role model for all 
aspiring cricketers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The tied Test gave cricket the tonic it needed. The rest of the tour saw big crowds with a then world record 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. West Indies conquered the hearts and imagination of Australia and a 
trophy was dedicated to Frank Worrell. When the team left for home, thousands lined the streets to bid 
them goodbye, with Worrell leading the parade. 
Joe Solomon’s name is etched forever in cricket history. Joe was born in a working class family in Port 
Mourant, in Berbice, Guyana. He was the third of five children. His mom was Marian and his dad was John 
Solomon. Both parents were from Enmore, in Guyana. Joe attended Port Mourant R.C. School and his best  
subjects were reading and gardening. 
How did he get into cricket? There were two clubs, the Port Mourant Cricket Club and the Spoilers; Joe 
played for Port Mourant. There were Dr. Appadu, Oscar Naidoo, Compton Bovell, Fitz, Assad Khan, and 
others, that played at the time. Joe was an all-rounder. He opened the bowling and batted lower down 
the order. The other members of Joe’s team were Rohan Kanhai and Basil Butcher, the latter lived next to 
the cricket ground. 
Joe did well in the Davson’s Cup and was picked for the inter-county games. He was the captain of Berbice. 
After doing well in the trials, Joe was selected to play for Guyana in 1956. He was a reliable batsman and 
an economical bowler. A number of outstanding performances, including three centuries, ensured that 
he was selected to the tour of India in 1958-9. West Indies won that series 3-0. India changed four captains 
and their defeats were even discussed in the Lok Sabha, India’s parliament. In the final Test in Delhi, Joe 
scored an undefeated maiden century. The series also saw the emergence of Kanhai, Sobers, Butcher, Hall 
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and Hunte as future stars. It must be remembered that in those days, in India, Test cricket was played on 
matting that helped the spinners, but Kanhai tamed Gupte with a magnificent 256. 
After India, it was off to Pakistan where Joe top scored in the second innings of the first Test in Karachi. 
He made 66. West Indies lost the series 2-1 to Pakistan but left the subcontinent with confidence to take 
on Australia in 1959-60. One of the highlights of the Australian tour was the captaincy of Frank Worrell. 
Joe says that it was ‘Frank’s tour.’ He instilled confidence in the players and was a statesman. 
West Indies toured England in 1963 and won the series. Wes Hall and Charlie Griffith destroyed England 
with pace while Hunte, Sobers, Kanhai and Butcher and Seymour Nurse did well. When West Indies toured 
England in 1966, Joe was called up but was not selected to play. Worrell advised him to focus on his job. 
Joe played in 27 Tests and is grateful for the opportunity to serve his country. 
Joe credits Worrell for turning West Indies cricket around. The team did well for many years, under Lloyd 
and Richards. But West Indies is not winning. In fact, its performance has been abysmal, losing recently to 
India with hardly a fight. 
What is wrong with West Indies cricket? Joe has strong views that the administration needs to hear. He 
says, ‘selection policies have to be fair and should be based on a player’s performance. The selectors do 
not want to be accused of racism or unfair practices. The players too have to look at themselves. No one 
wants to play the long innings. They don’t seem to have pride in playing for their country. The T20’s are 
uppermost on their minds; it’s a bad influence. As we know, Test cricket is the real test and those beautiful 
stadiums are empty.’ 
Joe spent many years coaching young cricketers and he was instrumental in the development of Alvin 
Kallicharran, Shivnarine Chanderpaul, and others. Joe rates Alan Davidson and Subash Gupte as the best 
bowlers he faced. His top batsmen are Rohan Kanhai, Garfield Sobers and Norman O’Neill. Joe plays golf 
and does gardening these days. He is grateful for a long life and he finds comfort in Psalm 23: ‘the Lord is 
my shepherd; I shall not want.’ 
Joe’s life is well lived. His pure heart brought joy to millions and he remains a gentleman. He thanks many 
for their love and support, especially his wife Betty who was the rock in his life. As he looks forward to 
another century, Joe has played a great innings filled with memorable encounters. 
We wish him and his family all the best in the future. 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 
1. Infrastructure, the first pillar, is essential to promoting industrialisation. Transport 

infrastructure- aerodromes, bridges and roads- are necessary to reduce investment and 
production costs and facilitate easy access of goods and services to markets. 

2. Without trained and skilled persons, the wheels of industry will remain still. Government will 
support programmes for the training of workers. Government in support of skills-training, will 
restore free university education. Free university education is an entitlement not a gift. 

3. Inclusive education is one in which every citizen feels a sense of belonging and in which 
inequality is diminished. An inclusive education system requires increased attention to culture in 
education. 

4. The Methodist Church has had a rich record of service in education in Guyana. It was a pioneer 
and established schools in many communities in which it built churches. Its schools included the 
Agricola Methodist School, Bedford Methodist School; Cumberland Methodist School; 
Friendship Methodist School; Kingston Methodist School; Kitty Methodist School; Mahaicony 
Methodist School; Plaisance Methodist School; and Supply Methodist School. 

5. Education is part of the Church’s mission. The word ‘mission’ is associated with being ‘sent out’ 
to undertake a task, often to spread the faith. The Church is a teacher, instructing the faithful 
about the scripture and morals. The Church’s mission was commanded by Jesus himself as 
revealed in the Holy Bible [Gospel of Matthew 28: 19-20]: “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

6. Children who have unhappy childhoods can be affected adversely for the remainder of their 
lives. Problems in early childhood are often difficult to reverse later in life. The influence of 
childhood is indelible. 
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7. Home is not always a happy or safe place to be, however. Many children are subject to abuse – 
emotional, physical and verbal – or suffer neglect. Children are most vulnerable to abuse. They 
are unable often to defend themselves or to avoid acts abuse. Children need the attention and 
protection of adults within and outside the home. Every generation has a duty to care for and 
protect its children. Childcare and protection are shared responsibilities to be undertaken by 
parents, community, governments and civil society- it takes a village. 

8. Becoming a digital state is not a side show, it is essential to educational improvement. The 
digital state, by applying ICT to add value to our production and service sectors, will trigger 
economic transformation. It will spawn knowledge-based industries, diversify the economy 
away from over-dependence on primary production, move manufacturing up the value chain 
and tap into larger external markets. 

9. Workers will be unable to adapt to this new workplace environment unless they receive 
constant training. Education is essential to preparing employees to enter the labour market and 
once in the labour market, to adapt continuously to the changing nature of work. It means that 
education must be continuous. Technological change – especially through automation and 
information communication technology – brings both opportunity and uncertainty. 
Technological change has spawned new jobs but it has caused, also, many redundancies and 
labour retrenchment. The transformation of labour is the inevitable consequence of these 
changing times that labour has to change to keep abreast with the times and the market place. 

10. We inherited a situation, in 2015, in which cadets could enter the Public Service without an 
adequate understanding of the external and internal environments in which they were required 
to function and sometimes without a full appreciation of the complexity of this country to which 
we belong - its history, geography, its demography, laws, governmental structure and the 
systems and regulations of public administration. Regrettably, many school-leavers are 
unprepared for complexity of work within the Guyana Public Service. They require additional 
training to be able to deliver services across the ten administrative regions which straddle the 
coastlands, the grasslands and savannahs, the highlands, the wetlands and forested and riverine 
areas. That was the justification for the establishment of the Bertram Collins College of the 
Public Service, to ensure that those entering the Public Service were equipped with a deeper 
understanding of the nature of the public administration in this complex country. 

11. I iterate the call for our trade unions, particularly those which represent public servants, to play 
a more active role in workers’ training. I urge them to become more active in workers’ 
education as mandated by the ‘Report’ of the Global Commission on the Future of Work, 
established by the International Labour Organization. The Guyana Public Service Union, 
established 96 years ago, has the experience and the expertise to inaugurate a new compact, 
agreement, concord between the government, the trade unions and the private sector. The 
Union – one of Guyana oldest trade unions – has to lead by example. Public servants, however, 
must upgrade their training continuously if they are to remain relevant to the new economy 
which is emerging. Trade unions have a responsibility to invest in the well-being of their 
workers’, including through collaboration with private and public agencies to improve workers’ 
education. 

12. This village and this Region are rich in natural resources. Chinoweing possesses: minerals – 
diamonds and gold – and timber; natural capital, including its biodiversity; agricultural 
production and potential. 
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Contact us on the History On Line face book page. 
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The following GIHR courses run from September to July.   They are available online, as well as in 
packages, for home study: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma in Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year                                            
Click, like and, share GIHR Face book, Guyana Institute of Historical Research Diploma in historical 
studies, History Online, and GIHR Montrose Academy pages.  
 
 
 
 
 
   

 


