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Dr. Julius Garvey, son of Marcus Garvey. 

  
Dr. Hubert Devonish, son of Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow. 
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Kymani Marley, son of Bob Marley. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Date: 26 October 2019 

Time: 08:00 hrs. 

Starting point: Kitty sea wall 

Contribution: $2,000.00 

 

Refreshments will be distributed. 

For details, please go to the Guyana Institute of Historical Research face book page. 
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Stephen Campbell was an Arawak Guyanese politician 
and political activist, and the first Amerindian Member 
of Parliament in Guyana. 
Stephen Joseph Campbell was born to Tiburtio A. 
Campbell and his wife, Maria dos Santos, in Moruca, 
British Guiana, on December 26, 1897. Both of 
Campbell's parents died when he was young, and he was 
subsequently raised by his grandmother. He was 
brought up as a devout Catholic. He studied at Santa 
Rosa Mission School, and subsequently worked for many 
years as a teacher and as a catechist in various regions 
of Guyana. Campbell married Umbelina Da Silva on 9 
February 1928. 
On September 10, 1957, Campbell became the first 
Amerindian Member of Parliament in Guyanese history, 
when he was elected onto the Legislative Council of 
British Guiana. 
(Credit: Hemwant Persaud) 
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Guyana: Let’s have a ‘One Guyana Peace Concert’ and a ‘Day of Prayer’ Before the 
Elections! 
The West  Indian . July 27, 2019 . Page 32 www.thewestindianonline.com 

  COMMENTARY By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINE 
Some may think that the idea is outrageous or even downright crazy. But we need to allay the fears of             
Guyanese, to ease the tension, and show that we can work, sing and pray together. We need a ‘One Guyana Peace 
Concert and a Day of Prayer’ and 
we need it before the elections. Both events should be non-political and aim to celebrate Guyana as a peaceful 
nation. 

The daily vitriol on social media, from people that live thousands of miles away from Guyana, is bereft of  
peace or harmony. The online posts stir up hate and call on people to go to war. But Guyanese know bet- ter. They 
know that at the end of the day the races depend on each other  for their survival. They know that we are inter- 
locked by economics and history and we can’t do without each other. Elections bring out the worse in us but isn’t 
time that we put aside the hate and look at each other as Guyanese first? 
Take a walk at the business places. You will see people buying and selling freely without regard to race or ethnicity. 
In fact, the races will tell you that without each other they can’t do business. Their livelihoods depend on one 

http://www.thewestindianonline.com/
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another. In Vergenoegen,  where I was raised, many businesses were owned by Afro and Indo Guyanese. We 
supported each other without the slightest regard to race. 

When it came to cultural   events   we joined hands and celebrated.  In fact, many Afro-Guyanese knew 
the rituals of the Hindu wedding ceremony better than Indians in the village. The people took pride in the 
achievements of the children and we looked out for each other. If only we can get back to the days of mutual 
cooperation and respect and treat each other as brothers and sisters rather than as enemies. 
The politicians would like to see enmity between the races because they becomerelevant when the society is di- 
vided. A divided society preys on differences and hate. After years of dividing the nation, it is time to wake up and 
tell the politicians to put aside the hate. It is time to call out the politicians and urge them to act in the interests 
of the people. 

Guyana is one of the most politically fatigued nations in the world. Its peoples have had to put up with 
the         bloated ambitions of political tricksters that want to prolong their existence at the nation’s expense. You 
hear the usual rhetoric of how great the nation is doing but the dollar has shrunk and ordinary people cannot 
make ends meet. This is so across the country, in the sugar belt, and in the bauxite community as well. 
 As far as race is concerned, we have tried many things and they haven’t worked. There was a Ministry of 
Race Relations in the sixties.  It did little to bring the races together. Today, we have a Ministry of Social Cohesion, 
but the races are further apart more than ever. The politicians will say that we have a united country but the 
people know better.  Guyana today is split down the middle racially. It is election time and the bogeyman of race 
has begun to play on the fears and insecurities of the people. It has happened countless times before and it is 
happening now. It is ‘them’ versus ‘us’ and there is no room for compromise or dialogue or power-sharing. Each 
wants the spoils and no quarter is given. The voter’s list can be as white as the driven snow but no party will be 
satisfied at coming second. The law of the land does not encourage dialogue. 

In the circumstances, we are advocating two things to help ease the fears and tension and to help bring 
about some degree of tolerance and mutual respect. The first is a ‘One Guyana Peace Concert’ to be held at the 
National Stadium in Guyana. The second is a ‘National Day of Prayer’ to be held about a week after. One recalls 
that in 1978 Bob Marley in his ‘One Love’ Peace Con- cert was able to get leaders Michael Manley and Edward 
Seaga to hold hands for peace. 

Guyana can count its blessings that it does not suffer from the level of political violence that other 
countries have experienced. But we need the leaders to act. We need President Granger and Mr. Jagdeo to            
publicly appear on stage and to call for peace, healing, and unity. On the night of Guyana’s independence in 1966, 
Mr. Burnham and Dr. Jagan embraced each other; party politics was put aside as the two leaders celebrated  the 
start of nationhood. To- day, their names are inextricably linked; Jagan and Burnham, imperfect as they were, 
have become larger than life figures in Guyana’s history. How should the ‘One Guyana Peace Concert’ happen? 
 What form should it take and who should be responsible? The most appropriate person to take the 
lead is international singer and artiste Eddy Grant. Last year, the University of Guyana conferred an honorary     
doctorate on Eddy for his  services to music and culture. In his message, he warned of the dangers of racism in 
Guyana and urged the nation to work for unity. 
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Eddy’s committee should include David Anthony Martins from the Trade Winds; he too is an advocate for 
a peaceful society. David Martins was the Artist-in- Residence at the University of Guyana and he toured the     
country giving concerts and bringing peoples together.  Like Eddy Grant and David Martins, Terry Gajraj has a big 
following in Guyana and is an ideal candidate for inclusion  as  is Dr. Vindhya Persaud from the Guyana Hindu 

Dharmic Sabha with her years of  cultural activism. This 
four-person team is free to use their contacts   and                 
influence and invite others to join. 

One expects that the diaspora will do every- thing 
to help. Dr. Terrence Blackman from Medgar Evers College 
will  host  Eddy  Grant in  August  2019  and the concert will 
be discussed. Poet and pastor James Richmond is an 
enthusiastic supporter of peace and he too is on board. 
Pandit Chunelall Narine from the Trimurti Temple in 
Queens is an advocate of peace and many Imams want to 
see a united Guyana. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Cleaning.            
2. Employment 
3. Event planning 
Like and share Yahweh services Guyana on face book 
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Once the idea of a Peace Concert in Guyana takes hold it can be moved to other parts of the country and 
local artistes should be encouraged to join. Peace Con- certs are nothing new. They are held  around the world all 
the  time. In some cases, they raise funds for notable causes such as natural disasters affecting countries. They 
can also be held to bring awareness to certain political occurrences. When Nelson Mandela was in prison peace 
con- certs took place in many countries to call for his release.  The impending election in Guyana cries out for 
peace. The country has tried everything else, including several visits to the courts and name-calling aplenty, and 
we are no nearer to unity. The Peace Concert and a National Day of Prayer will not solve the problems overnight 
but they could ease the tension and re- mind us that we have more in common than we have differences. 

When black and brown, and the other colors, raise their voices for peace every valley will be exalted, and 
the crooked shall become straight. 

The views expressed in this article are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the position 
or policy of the THE WEST INDIAN. 

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. promotes and preserves everything 
Guyanese. 

The  Guyana Institute of Historical Research 
established a partnership with the Guyana Cultural 

Association of New York Inc. on 29 June 2019, at 
the Twelfth Research Conference.  The GIHR 
representative to the Guyana Cultural 
Association, is Professor Dr. Aubrey Thompson, of 
Morgan State University. 

Professor Dr. Vibert Cambridge is the President of the Guyana Cultural Association of New York. 
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OH! What a beautiful Afternoon- The Guyana Cultural Association Celebrated The Centennial year of Valerie 
Rodway’s Birth in a most special way showcasing this Musical Virtuoso’s breadth of Compositions. One of the 
Highlights was when the capacity crowd was directed by The Choir Director Avis Joseph to join with the 
choristers to sing “Oh Beautiful Guyana “accompanied by Mildred Lowe on the piano – Chillingly Wonderful. 

 
 

The Valerie Roadway’s Centenary Concert was under the patronage of H.E. Rudolph Ten-Pow, Guyana’s 
Permanent Representative, and Ambassador Extraordinary, and Plenipotentiary to the United Nations. The 
program’s host was Hugh Hamilton, music arrangement by Hugh Sam, Choir Conductor Avis Joseph, Accompanist 
Mildred Lowe, and Production Director Monty Blackmore. 
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Guyana’s Consul General to New York the Hon. Barbara Atherly, 
Congresswoman The Hon Yvette Clarke, The Celebrated Pastors 
from participating and other churches and a host of dignitaries 
graced the afternoon with their presence to honor one of Guyana’s 
musical legends.  
Valerie Muriel Rodway CCH LRSM was a prolific Music Composer 
her body of work reflects genre, diversity, national pride, integrity 
and commitment. Guyana’s National Songs will stand the test of 
time “O Beautiful Guyana” (lyrics by Walter Mac. A Lawrence) stirs 
pride and longing for those of us who are far away from home. “ 
Guyana The Free” lyrics by James and Valerie Rodway, “ A Poet’s 
Prayer” (words by J.W. Harper Smith, “ Hymn for Guyana Children” 
“(words by Vere T. Daly) “Arise Guyana” (lyrics by J.W. Chinapen) 
She also connected us with Guyana’s landscape. She took us in to 
the hinterland, up rivers, and down waterfalls with “Make Music 

Children”, “River Idyll,” “There Runs a Dream”, and “Water Music “(words by A J Seymour). She also connected us 
with our Amerindian heritage with “Kaieteur” (words by J a Lawrence) and “Kanaima”, a composition for solo 
piano which captures the hunt and drama associated with this fearful form of retribution. 
Valerie Rodway reflected upon the nation’s soundscape. In “The Weeding Gang” (words by CEJ Ramcharitar-Lalla) 
she connected her music to words and gave them a beautiful life and power e.g. The weeding gang returning 
home from work. We “hear their saucepans jingling and their cutlasses a tingling.” Several of her compositions 
were to the poems of some of Guyana’s best – Carter, Chinapen, Daly, Harper Smith, Ramcharitar-Lalla, Seymour, 
and Wishart. Valerie Roadway’s music was majestic 
The preservation of our culture is important to our 
survival as a people of unique diversity, It is the hope 
that the awareness of the importance of music in our 
schools, the competition at our music festivals , music 
teachers in our schools and the shining of a light and 
paying tribute to this iconic composer will stir this 
generation creative flow that will produce a 
multiplicity of geniuses for our nation that is in a 
period of transformational Change. 
**The Guyana Government honored Valerie Rodway 
birth centenary with the renaming of the National 
Trust of Guyana Building on Carmichael street, 
Georgetown, as “Valerie Rodway House. A 
commemorative stamp and a host of activities that 
pays tribute to a beloved and respected daughter of 
Guyana. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Face to face meeting for all students is on 12 September. 

Venue: 106 Atlantic Gardens. 
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The Guyana Cultural Association, 

as part of its Annual Folk Festival 

hosted a Literary Hang, where 

Guyanese authors presented their 

books and papers. The Symposium 

celebrated Guyana's cultural arts, 

with a pictorial exhibition of 

Guyana's festivals. 

The Guyana Cultural Association 

ended its season with yet another 

spectacular show that revved up the 

crowd of hundreds. From baby to 

grandma, had a wonderful time on 

the grounds of Old Boys and Girls 

High school in Brooklyn, to 

celebrate Family Folk Festival Day. 

First Lady Sandra Granger, did a 

walk-about the grounds, and had a 

wonderful time meeting and 

greeting Guyanese who were eager 

to be photographed with Mrs. 

Granger. 

Congratulations to the organization 

for showcasing Guyana’s 

multicultural heritage in such a 

stellar way. Guyanese were seen 

greeting each other with hugs and 

kissed, waving their flag, and 

dancing to music from the Angels 

Caribbean Band, the Nina Band, the 

Tassa and African drums, and 

applauding Pablo G, Courtney 

Noel, the Kwe Kwe ensemble, 

Classique NYC, and many, many 

others who put on fiery 

performances, setting the stage for 

the organization’s 20th Anniversary 

in 2020.  

[Inspire Media] 
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First Lady Sandra Granger attends Labor Weekend activities in New York 
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Guyana Folk Festival 2019 

Family Fun Day (Sunday, September 2019) 

Family Fun Day was the last event in the 2019 Guyana Folk Festival season. The day was filled with “niceness” and 
“oneness.” 
The Children’s Village was the site of innovations. This year there were several large versions of popular table-top 
games—Checkers, Ludo, Chess, and the Memory Game. Each of these games featured some reference to 
Guyanese festivals or places. These games showed entertainment-education at work—How play can encourage 
learning. The village also offered young attendees an opportunity to paint. From their faces, it was a good 
experience. 
As is expected, there was delicious food and drink—curries, black and white puddings. mauby, sorrel, and snow 
cones (with condensed milk if desired). 
There were special visitors. Among them, Guyana’s First Lady, Sandra Granger; Guyana’s Consular General in New 
York, Barbara Atherly; Senator Kevin Parker, and Jumaane Williams, New York’s new Public Advocate. 
Family Fun Day also provided voluntary organizations with an opportunity to connect with the larger community. 
Among the alumni associations present were Tutorial High School, Central High School, St. Joseph’s High School, 
and Queen’s College. 
Music always has always had a central place at Family Fun Days. This year there were two bands—The Angels 
Caribbean Band and the Ninja Band. Other performers included the Kwe Kwe Ensemble, the Tassa Ensemble, 
Courtney Noel, Adrian Dutchin, Pablo G, Anslem Douglas, and Gavin Mendonca who launched his new CD “Folk It 
Up.” From this line-up came folk music; chutney; calypso; Soca; regional hits; and the music of the Guyanese icon, 
“Family Teach.” 
Each year Family Fun Day is the site of exciting dance presentations. This year the performances by Zaman, 
Classique NYC, and Tobago Roxborough Police Youth Club did not disappoint. 
Peter Kempadoo and Johnny Braff (both GCA Awardees in 2002) would have been happy with Family Fun Day 
2019. Yes, Family Fun Day, like the entire 2019 season showcased the spirit of “Ma’iupe (working together}” 
Special thanks to “GT Rawle,” for working his technology magic, Tangerine Clarke for streaming the season, and 
to Margaret Lawrence and Desiree Edgill of the Big People Show for their promotion and sharing. 
So, the 2019 season has ended. However, we, the members of GCA are already planning for 2020—GCA’s 20th 
anniversary and the 50th anniversary of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana. 
We thank you for your ongoing support.     
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Our ladies of distinction. First Lady Sandra Granger and Consul General, Barbara Atherly attended the WIADCA' 
Annual Breakfast morning and met with Mayor of New York, Bill de Blasio and his lovely wife, Charlene McCray, 
on Labor Day in Brooklyn.  
[Images by James Richmond] 
First Lady of Guyana had a very hectic visit to New York. 
First Lady of Guyana, Sandra Granger, took time out from her busy schedule to serve food, to hundreds of persons 
who lined up for hours, to receive a meal, from Mrs. Granger who was a guest of Calvary’s Mission Food Pantry in 
Richmond Hill, Queens. Mr. Tony Singh, who has operated the pantry for twenty years to fill a need in the 
community, joined First Lady, Consul General Barbara Atherly, Sheriff Barker-Fraser, President of the Guyana Unity 
Movement, GUM, Errol Lewis, president of the Guyana Action Movement, and Joycelyn Thomas-Wilson, of the 
PNCR for a day of volunteerism. 
Mrs Granger was invited to be a Grand Marshall, as part of the West Indian American Day Carnival Association 
(WIADCA),52nd Carnival on Easter Parkway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shop at the online GIHR store 
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Obituaries 
Peter Kempadoo. 

By Laurel Sutherland August 29, 2019 
       
Even when the late Peter Lauchmonen Kempadoo’s health was declining, the Guyanese writer would frequently 
talk about his country, Guyana. 
“He loved talking about Guyana and multiculturalism, whenever he could manage it,” his daughter, Oonya 
Kempadoo, told Stabroek News during an interview via email. 
On August 24th, 2019, the celebrated Guyanese writer died at his home in London, England, at the age of 92. 
Oonya, who is a novelist currently based in Canada revealed that her father was suffering from heart problems 
and on the date mentioned, “it just gave out.” Despite that, she said, he was always talking about Guyana. 

 
From left: Marc Matthews, Vibert Cambridge and Peter Kempadoo 

Peter was born in 1926 to James Kempadoo and Priscilla Tambran who were both Tamils. He attended the St. 
Joseph Anglican School after which he attended Port Mourant Roman Catholic School where he passed the Junior 
and Senior Cambridge examinations. When he was 17 years old he became a certified teacher. 
During 1947, he moved to Georgetown to train as a nurse at the Georgetown Public Hospital and subsequently 
began reporting on hospital matters for the Daily Argosy. One year after marrying Rosemary Read, he migrated 
with his family to England. They were parents to nine children, Manganta, Kamala, Shamaine, Roshini, Natash, 
Oonya, Sanjavie, Valmiki, who is their only son and Annushka, who was adopted. 
After moving to England, Peter worked with the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) and the Central Office of 
Information. He also wrote his first novel titled “Guiana Boy” which was self-published in 1960 by a small press 
named New Literature (Publishing) Limited. New Literature (Publishing) Limited was founded by Kempadoo due 
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to the fact that publishing houses at the time, wanted the language of book to be refashioned to suit English 
readership. 
The novel, which is reputedly the first by an Indo-Guyanese, is reportedly based on his life as a young boy who is 
the son of sugar workers. The book portrays a world lacking freedom while the workers struggle to maintain their 
identity as Madrassis in their rice plots, feasts and festivities that their ancestors brought from India among other 
traditional practices. He also wrote a second book, titled Old Thom’s Harvest and co-authored a booklet alongside 
his wife, titled, A-Z of Guyanese Words. His second book is based on the life of a rural family. 
Peter returned to Guyana in 1970 with his family and proceeded to produce local radio programmes like, “Rural 
Life Guyana,” “We the People,” “Our Kind of Folk” and “Jarai” alongside Marc Matthews and Vibert Cambridge. 

He later moved to Barbados but returned to 
England soon after. 
Peter inspired many Guyanese writers 
including Oonya, who said the Kempadoos had 
a habit of ‘Family-reading.” “Hearing him 
typing away in the night, even though it was no 
longer fiction he was writing, encouraged me 
to write and keep writing,” the novelist added. 
She also mentioned that because she was 
surrounded by books when she was growing 
up, which was her father’s doing, it made her 
appreciate literature, and even more so, 
Caribbean literature. 
Oonya further disclosed that during their time 
at Golden Grove, East Coast Demerara, her 
father was known as ‘Dads’ and her mom as 

‘Moms’ by members of the community. She said their home was like a community centre and shelter. “His fierce 
dedication to community and grassroots development meant he was always busy, distant emotionally, and he did 
his best to involve us [his children] in all sorts of projects and activities, always with some spiritual or intellectual 
guidance,” she stated. In addition to that, she said their home always attracted artists, scholars, political and 
environmental activists, and tourists among countless others and she loved listening to their conversations. 
“It was an education! Quite an unusual and alternative education to the point of being home schooled with an 
interdisciplinary curriculum,” she commented. 
Life for her was not only educational but adventurous as well. The novelist said that her father would take them 
on family camping trips to Lake Capoey and other places in the hinterland area. She fell in love with exploring, 
learning new landscapes, being faced with the vastness of Guyana and meeting indigenous Guyanese; all which 
would not have been possible if it wasn’t for her father. “Trips in general, as a family, to various parts of the 
country, Berbice, Linden… Dad’s love of Guyana made exploring it exciting,” she added. 
During his lifetime, Peter was loved by both his first wife, Read, and his second wife, Mayrose (only name given). 
Before his death he was cared for, by her and his family, at his home and even as his health declined, he remained 
positive in spirit and outlook of life. According to Oonya, he was proud of his and his children’s accomplishments 
along with the accomplishments of both of his wives and what Guyana gave him. She said all her siblings were 
able to visit him while he was ill. 
“He helped to build the pre and post-independence literature,” Al Creighton commented. He stated that 
Kempadoo is “in the class with other social realism writers and made an immense contribution to folk traditions 
and practices of Guyana. 
In 2016 when Guyana was celebrating its Golden Jubilee, a “Lunch with Peter Kempadoo” event was held at Port 
Mourant, Berbice, which drew attention to the county’s central place in Guyana’s literature heritage and provided 
opportunities to meet and explore themes in Guyanese literary life. 
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Kempadoo also did an audio recording of Guyanese folk traditions collected in the field – “The Kempadoo Tapes,” 
which was lodged in the Caribbean Reference Library at UG.  
Peter will be cremated in London at a date be confirmed and the family will be bringing his ashes to Guyana. 

 
Rest in Peace John Randolph Massiah Chritchlow M.S popularly know as Johnny Braff. 
"Love is a Thing that Burns Inside". 

 
 

 Guyanese music legend, Johnny Braff, passed away 
early this morning at the Palms Geriatric Home on 
Brickdam, where he called home for the past several 
months. 
Braff, who was known for the hit song “It Burns Inside”, 
celebrated his 82nd birthday in July and was feted by 
the Ministry of Social Protection at a special concert 
held in his honour. 
 
Back in May, he was awarded a national award, the 
Medal of Service, by President David Granger. 

 
Braff shot to fame in the late 1960’s and 1970’s when he opened local shows for American artistes, on many 
occasions outshining the main act. 

 
He recorded several hit songs locally 
and had them redone in the United 
States and Curacao, where they 
became more popular. 
“It burns inside”, which begins with 
the catch phrase “Stop the Music, it 
burns inside”, was Braff’s most 
popular song as he sang about 
holding on to love and never letting it 
go. 
In the twilight of his life, Braff who 
boasted in Kaieteur interview that he 
had fathered more than 20 children, 
found himself living in the night 
shelter for the homeless in 
Georgetown. 

 
He was very popular among the other residents and caregivers and would sing out his popular songs on many 
occasions. 
Braff was transferred to the Palms Institute a few months ago and was not happy about that, although the decision 
was to ensure he received better care as he aged. 
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LIBERTY & JUSTICE PARTY LAUNCHES MANIFESTO. 

 
 
Foreword by Lenox Shuman, Leader and Presidential Candidate of the Liberty & Justice Party. 
Thank you for taking the time to look at this Manifesto. 
 
The Liberty & Justice Party believes that the outcome of Guyana’s 2019 election will be the most important 
political decision in Guyana’s post-Independence history. The people of Guyana will decide if Guyana is going to 
stay in the past continuing 53 years of politics that has failed Guyanese people for generations. 
 
The Liberty & Justice Party is the only alternative to the current political status quo of “I’m alright Jack” politics. 
We believe that our party must be open, accountable and visionary to reshape Guyana’s future. 
 
This manifesto details our proposals of development and growth to support all Guyanese, so you can see clearly 
where the LJP stands on the key fundamental issues that faces our nation. 
 
We relish the fact that this manifesto will start serious dialogue all over the country and internationally. An 
essential dialogue that is overdue. Now is the time to think about Guyana’s future, to think about the country that 
the LJP will create for your children and generations to come. 
 
You know what’s at stake in this election. This is a defining moment in our history. The country that our fore 
fathers fought for is slipping away to be replaced with corruption and dictatorships that is described in George 
Orwell’s cautionary novel “Animal Farm”. 



22 
 

 
However, it is because of 53 years of their failures that this moment of challenge is also a moment of opportunity. 
You have the opportunity to bring our country together in a new majority, to finally tackle problems that 
successive governments have ignored for too long. 
 
We are paying for services and resources that can be and will be free under a LJP government. Our healthcare and 
education systems are dysfunctional and broken. We have lost faith in our political system and our leaders who 
are determine to take our country down the path of mediocracy and servitude.  We only have a small window of 
opportunity to save our country for our children and generations to come. 
 
The LJP leadership will make the biggest progress economically and socially in Guyana’s history to date because 
we will lead with principles; not by selfishness, with conviction and focused commitment to the higher purpose 
that we know Guyana can achieve. Where there’s a will, there’s a way and our policies will be driven by unwavering 
will. 
 
We are in this race to tell the Guyanese oligarchy that their time is up. We’re in this race because we want to stop 
the inequality of our people that have no access to the most basic of services like education and healthcare. We’re 
in this race to end our dependence on hand-outs every election cycle. We are in this race to support and protect 
our business sector. We are in this race to protect our natural resources and create a balanced rich society that 
our children will inherit. 
 
Our country has more wealth than many of the nations that surrounds us, but that’s not what makes us rich. What 
makes us rich is our intelligence and our spirit, the Guyanese intelligence that thrives in other countries but not in 
our own. Guyanese spirit that has been forged by generations of our peoples that knew our future was worth 
fighting for. They knew that our future needed to be claimed by us all, not just the few. The prize is here, waiting 
for us to be the nation that deserves it. We need to reclaim our talented citizens right here in Guyana and from 
the diaspora. With Constitutional change we will re-lay the foundations of our nation to guide us even when the 
path is uncertain; this change will bring our nation together and consolidate our minds on the future that we will 
create together. 
 
Guyana, now is our moment. It is our moment to cast out the old and embarrass the new to take our place in the 
22nd century of the global framework. 
 
Now is the time, so we’re asking you to stand with us the Liberty & Justice Party. Now is the time to stop settling 
for what the old politicians say you have to accept. At this election vote for what we all know Guyana is capable 
of, a Guyana that believes in itself, it’s people and its country. 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 
1. I am happy to be here. The new school year starts soon and it is a good time to distribute school supplies 

and bicycles. This is not a sideshow; it is central to the investments which are being made within the 
public education system. Education is the most powerful investment in our future. 

2. Measurable progress is evident in the field of public education. Plans are on stream to continue 
improving hinterland education over the next ten years in what I have dubbed the ‘Decade of 
development’, from 2020 to 2029. 

3. It is the vehicle which will move us towards the ‘good life’. Education is an investment in our country’s 
development. Guyana’s economy is perched for rapid modernization. Modern economies, however, do 
not run on goodwill. They require human skills to transform capital and land into wealth 

4. Educational policy aims at ensuring that every child has access to education, attends school and achieves 
the level that allows her or him to graduate from school with the knowledge, skills and values to become 
a happy citizen. 

5. It is a real joy to see the product of your labour. It is a pleasure and thank you for your hard work. 
6. Investments in infrastructure and information technology, the expansion of the school-feeding scheme 

and the provision of transportation and scholarships have helped to reduce the number of hinterland 
school drop-outs from 10 primary school students per week in 2014 to an average of 3 students per 
week in 2017. An average of 17 secondary school students dropped out weekly from hinterland schools 
in 2014; this has declined to an average of 5 per week in 2017. 

7. Learning resource centres have been established at Aishalton, Annai, Bartica, Kato, Lethem, Mabaruma, 
Monkey Mountain, Paramakatoi, Kamarang, Waramadong and Wauna. Smart classrooms have been 
installed at Bartica, Mabaruma, Lethem, Paramakatoi, Three-Miles and Santa Rosa. Connectivity to these 
classrooms is being improved to ensure their functionality. 

8. It involves them in the protection and preservation of the environment. Young people can look forward 
to a bright future in our natural resources sector, including the traditional sectors. We will continue to 
support agriculture, logging and mining. These sectors are being aligned along a path of sustainable 
development. They will remain mainstays of our economy and providers of jobs for our people, 
including our youth. 

9. I announced then and I iterate now that Guyana has set itself the goal eliminating the use of mercury. I 
have flown over, by aircraft, large sections of our country. I am appalled by the large craters left behind 
by miners. I have seen the destruction to our riverbanks caused by mining. I have seen the effects of the 
deposit of mining effluent in our rivers, many of which are still used for cooking, drinking, fishing and 
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washing by riverine communities. Sustainable mining does not degrade our riverbanks and lands or 
pollute our waterways. I have also seen the large holes carved out of our canopy for foresters. No 
attempt, in many instances, has been made at reforestation. 

10. Hinterland education is on the right path - there is good reason to celebrate Indigenous Heritage Month 
2019. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                          

1. Women’s History magazine- $1,500 per annum 

2. Lessons in Guyanese History -$1,600 

3. Guyana Institute of Historical Research Journal- $1,600.  

4. Outline in Guyanese History-$500. 

5. GIHR Book  marks $40. 
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Education Month 2019 launched …under the theme,  ‘Education: the key to national 
development’ 

 

 (September 2, 2019) – Education Month 2019 was formally launched today and the month will be observed under 
the theme: “Education: the Key to National Development” with several activities planned for September. 

Delivering the feature address at today’s launch held at the Ministry’s Sports Ground, Carifesta Avenue was the 
Minister of Education, Dr. the Hon. Nicolette Henry. She said that lead by His Excellency, the Government of 
Guyana believes that education is the key to national development and if education fails, the nation fails. 

She said that in 2019, $52.2 billion was allocated to the education sector which represents a 15 per cent increase 
from what was allocated to the sector from the national budget. “This investment in education is crucial and 
critical to the development of this nation”, Minister Henry noted. 

According to Minister Henry, in the formal education system, the Government of Guyana has made a priority to 
bridge the gap between the Hinterland and Coastland with the view and understanding that the development of 
a nation is dependent on all of its people. She added, “Education is the bedrock of any meaningful development.” 

Minister Henry said that development cannot be sought without the development of the nation’s people. She said 
that the sector is performing well and this is possible because of the commitment and dedication of each person 
within the sector that serves with a purpose. 

She commended the teachers, education officers and staff of the Ministry for their dedication, hard work, and 
commitment and in some cases sacrifice that result in the great performance by the sector. 

Chief Education Officer, Dr. Marcel Hutson during his presentation said that Education Month 2019 marks the 
beginning of another chapter in the history of the education system. 
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He said that progress as a nation can be no swifter than the progress in education. The CEO said that Guyana must 
do everything to protect and enrich its human resource. 

He said that education performs many functions including the transmission of culture through the instilling of 
social norms, values and beliefs into the next generation, facilitating social integration, career selection, 
socialisation, rational thinking and patriotism. 

Speaking to students, Dr. Hutson urged them to be focused on learning in the classroom and to be respectful to 
teachers. He encouraged teachers and head teachers to continue teaching and leading with purpose, knowing 
that they are liberating the minds of young people. 

Each year the month of September is observed as ‘Education Month’. This year the Ministry of Education has 
planned over 20 activities across Guyana to engage all stakeholders in education. 

During today’s launch, there were performances by the National School of Dance, the Buxton Steel Orchestra and 
the South Ruimveldt Secondary School. 

(Ministry of Education's Public Relations Department) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 

 

 

Order your copy of the GIHR Twelfth 

Conference Book of Abstracts Today 
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Contact us on the History On Line face book page. 
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The following GIHR courses run from September to July.   They are available online, as well as in packages, for 
home study: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma in Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year                                            
Click, like and, share GIHR Face book, Guyana Institute of Historical Research Diploma in historical studies, 
History Online, and GIHR Montrose Academy pages.  
   

 


