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COMMUNITY
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

The GED Empowers Adults to 
Reach for the Stars!

     This has been a great year for adult education in 
Queens, New York. The GED program has produced a 
high number of graduates that have moved on to vari-
ous professions. 

The GED or General Education 
Diploma classes are given for free 
at various sites in the City. The 
program is run by the Department 
of Education, City of New York. 
Queens has one of the largest 
intakes with students enrolling 
from different backgrounds. They 
usually spend around three to six 
months where they are taught 
math, reading, social studies, 
science and writing to proficiency 
levels. Once they are ready, they 
write the exams.

In the past years, the student 
numbers have increased, as more 
employers are demanding the 
GED; colleges too need it for 
admission to higher education. 
This writer has taught the GED 

for the past thirty-two years and 
that makes him one of the longest 
serving teachers on the program. 
In 2019, he was asked to give the 
keynote address to the graduates. In 
his address, he thanked the Office 
of Adult and Continuing Education 
(OACE) in Queens, and singled out 
the caring staff, the Superintendent 
Mr. Robert Zweig, and Principal Ms. 
Sabrina Fleming.

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine urged the 
students to reach for the stars. He 
said that during his experience 
thousands of students have qualified 
for better jobs, have furthered their 
studies, and make their communities 
proud. He thanked all for their hard 
work and wished the 2019 graduat-
ing class a productive future.    Principal of Adult and Continuing Education in Queens, Ms. Sabrina Fleming with 

Superintendent Robert Zweig at the 2019 graduation.

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine with his student Hollis Greene-Porter 
and her daughter Tamera.Dr. Narine with his student Bibi ImaamThe cultural display from Colombia was stunning! 

Some of the graduates at this years ceremony.Dr. Narine with his student Rakem Valdez and his family .


