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Jalal ad-Din Rumi 
(1207-1273) said, 
‘You are not a drop 
in the ocean, you are 
the entire ocean in a 

Langston Hughes, 
Martin Carter, and oth-
ers, would have been 
proud. A diverse audi-
ence celebrated poetry 
and the arts with elan 
and a reverence for lit-

erature. It was indeed 
a celebration of the 
imagination. 

The Queens 
Literary Festival and 
Book Fair was found-
ed over a year ago to 

bring to the public 
the works of writers 
and artists. In June 
last year, over 40 
authors from around 
the world gathered 
in Queens to read 

drop.’ This profound, 
and mystical expres-
sion led many to drink 
deeply from the well 
of poets and sages. 

By the end of the 
presentations, Rumi, 
Hafiz, Tagore, Maya 
Angelou, Pablo Ner-
uda, Inez del a Cruz, 
Reuben Dario, Tupac 
Shakur, Bob Marley, 

from their writ-
ings. In the ensuing 
months, programs 
were held on women 
as change-makers 
and trailblazers and a 
tribute was dedicated 

to V.S Naipaul.
The June 2019 

program saw students 
and their parents 
participating in 
poetry, the arts and 
the spoken word. 

The participants were 
from a number of 
different countries 
and at the end of the 
program everyone 
voted for a repeat 
performance later in 

the year. There are 
numerous persons to 
thank for a program 
of such magnitude 
including Ms. Re-
becca Alibatya and 
the staff of Queens 

Library, Hillside and 
Jamaica Branch, for 
their munificence and 
generosity. 

We present pictorial 
highlights of a magnif-
icent program.

Queens Literary Festival 2019: A Celebration of the Imagination! 
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Budding poets pose with Dr. Dhanpaul Narine (center) at the 2019 Queens Book Fair and Literary Festival.

Ronyai Farfan started the program with an exciting ballet 
performance.

Arun White and his grandmother read poems of peace.
Miranda Deebrah thrills the audience with contemporary 
poems of life in New York.

A section of the crowd at the Queens Book Fair and Literary 
Festival in New York

Shanti Ammar reads a poem dedicated to her uncle. She is a 
constant source of inspiration in the community

Ariana Narine reads a poem of peace and love from 
Rabindranath Tagore.

Melissa Deoki reads her poem of peace dedicated to Mahat-
ma Gandhi.

 Hollis Greene-Porter reads about the struggles of Nelson Man-
dela and his call for peace.

Nayana Chetram reminds the audience about the need for 
tolerance.

Chrysanthea Joi spoke movingly about the immigrant 
experience.

Ajay Khan performed wonderfully and his mom Chitra also 
read a poem on immigration

Crystal Coronado was amazing in her reading of ‘Foolish Men’ by 
Mexican poet Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz. .

Maya Mohan wants children to be disciplined and to practice 
self-respect

Amelia Persaud continues to impress with her oratory skills and 
she also excels in school. 

Tamera Porter reads Maya Angelou’s ‘Phenomenal Woman’ that 
she dedicated to her mom Hollis.

Mohini Shibsahai  pays tribute to Bob Marley and the old 
prophets .

Lexine Jerome was brave and inspirational in her presentation

Kimberly Sukhnandan is a brilliant stu-
dent that impressed the audience with 
her peace poem.

Mariana Mero reads from the works of Ecuadorian poet Me-
dardo Angel Silva.

Francesca Liriano reads beautifully ’The Road Not Taken’ by 
Robert Frost.

Anjali Mohan calls for the community to take education 
seriously.


