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Richmond Hill High School Excels 
in 2019 Robotic Competition

There is little doubt that robotics is 
the wave of the future. There is gen-
eral agreement that millions of robots 
will be built in the next few years to 
boost production in industries. They 
have already been deployed in a vari-
ety of places, from electronic plants, 
to supermarkets and hospitals, and 
with astounding results. It is the view 
of many in the fi eld that robotics will 
change the face of manufacturing and 
distribution and will rise to the chal-
lenge of providing labor cheaply.

There are many 
schools that have incor-
porated robotic technol-

ogy into the curriculum. 
They are aware of the 
potential of research and 
training in robotics and 
want to be on the cutting 
edge of the revolution. 
One such institution is 
Richmond Hill High 
School where the train-
ing is done by a talented 
staff  and with students 
that put in the time to 
learn about the technol-
ogy.

Richmond Hill High 
School is located in the 
heart of the immigrant 
community in Queens, 
New York, and has stu-
dents from a number of 
diff erent countries. Its 
Principal is Neil Ganesh, 
a distinguished educator, 
whose parents hail from 
Guyana. Mr. Ganesh 

semi-fi nals for a second 
consecutive year. 

The theme of this 
year’s competition 
was Destination: Deep 
Space, presented by 
Boeing. Richmond Hill 
High School had the 
privilege of competing 
against 46 other teams 
with students from local, 
regional, and interna-
tional high schools gain-
ing insight and knowl-
edge from their peers.

Combining the ex-
hilaration of sports with 
the rigors of science 
and technology, the 
Team, starting in Jan-
uary, had six weeks to 
design, build, and pro-
gram robots to compete 
against other robots 
from teams around the 
world. During competi-
tion, HyperDrive joined 

two competing teams 
to create ALLIANC-
ES to collect samples 
on Planet Primus. The 
teams battled unpredict-
able terrain and weather 
patterns and with only 2 
minutes and 30 seconds 
until liftoff , they had to 
gather as many CAR-
GO pods as possible and 
prepare their spaceships 
before the next SAND-
STORM arrived.

The Team, com-
prised 10 and 11 grade 
students from all ma-
jors, and was mentored 
by RHHS Director of 
Technology, Mr. Kistoo. 
It faced a challenging 
2019 season, overcom-

ing programming diffi  -
culties in fi ne-tuning the 
mechanics of project-
ing the cargo shooter to 
the rocket and bending 
metal churros while in 
defense mode, all the 
while learning benefi cial 
time-management skills. 
Nevertheless, the team 
overcame each obstacle 
and built their robot in 
time to not only partici-
pate in the competition, 
but to excel.

This year’s compe-
tition provided Hyper-
Drive team members 
with technical experi-
ence and competency 
that will help them at 
next year’s FIRST Ro-
botics Competition: IN-
FINITE RECHARGE. 
Mr. Kistoo was happy 
with the performance 
this year and the stu-

dents were elated with 
the results.

The Principal, Mr. 
Ganesh, has congratu-
lated the team for a job 
that was well done. He 
said, ‘The competition 
showed that teamwork 
could achieve great re-
sults. 

This is the second 
year that we have had 
such a wonderful result. 

Congratulations to the 
team. We thank the com-
munity for its support 
and we look forward to 
more successes in the 
future.’

As a professional, 
Mr. Kistoo wants to 
achieve even greater 
heights for his team. As 
soon as the results were 
declared, he was back 
in the classroom with 
his students. The team 
is getting ready for next 
year’s competition. 
Richmond Hill High 
School could be proud 
of its success. The 
School is a leader in ro-
botics in New York. We 
wish them well.      

took over a school that 
posed several challeng-
es. He has spent many 

hours reaching out to stu-
dents, staff , parents, and 
the wider community to 
win their confi dence and 
to improve standards at 
the school.

The turnaround is 
evident: there is a sense 
of pride and purpose 
among teachers and stu-
dents. This is refl ected 
in the graduation rates 
that have increased dra-
matically and now stand 
at over 70 per cent. The 
excellent performance at 
the Robotics competition 
is ample proof that Rich-
mond Hill High School 
is doing a wonderful job 
in the community.

Tony Kistoo, a teach-
er at the school, heads 
the Robotics team. He 
has instilled in the stu-

dents a love for tech-
nology and engineering. 
On several evenings, 
one can fi nd Mr. Kistoo 
and the students discuss-
ing issues that relate to 
the design and function 
of the technology. The 
classroom is a busy place 
with motivated students 
working under the super-
vision of a master teach-
er. Mr. Kistoo is a Guy-
anese-American. He was 
born in West Berbice, in 
Guyana.

On March 23 and 24, 
2019, Richmond Hill 
High School’s (RHHS) 
Robotics Team 6593: 
HyperDrive competed 
at the FIRST Robotics 
Competition Hudson 
Valley Regional. The 
team, formerly known 
as QUBIT Robotics, suc-
cessfully made it to the 

Neil Ganesh, Principal of Richmond Hill High School, 
under whose leadership the School has experienced 
unprecedented success

Tony Kistoo, is the Director of Technology at Richmond 
Hill High School. He is an inspirational teacher that 
has led his students to a second successive semi-fi nal 
place in the Robotics Competition.

A proud moment: Students from Richmond Hill High School Robotics Team competed against 46 other teams and 
won a semi-fi nal place in this year’s competition. 


