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Email address: guyanainstituteofhistoricalresearch@hotmail.com/hazelwoolford@gmail.com 

 
Enmore Martyrs Monument 

Located in Plantation Enmore, East Coast Demerara, is the Enmore Martyrs Monument. It was designed 
by Guyanese artist Dr. Denis Williams. On June 16 1977, it was unveiled by the then Prime Minister, Mr. 
Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham. This monument commemorates the five heroic sugar workers who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in a brave attempt to secure improved working class rights during the Enmore 
Strike of 1948. They were killed on June 16, 1948. 

 
 

 

 

Join the Guyana Institute of Historical Research Twelfth Conference, 

from Friday evening, 28 June at the National Museum, from 6:30 pm, 

and Saturday 29 June, from 8:30 am, at the Critchlow Labour College.  

mailto:guyanainstituteofhistoricalresearch@hotmail.com/hazelwoolford@gmail.com
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Leonardo da Vinci’s genius: 7 of his visions for the future 

On the 500th anniversary of the artist and inventor’s death, Marina Wallace explores seven of his 
most forward-thinking ideas and inventions – from the telescope to the flying machine 
Leonardo da Vinci: a life and legacy 

Da Vinci was born in Vinci, Tuscany in 1452, the illegitimate son of a Florentine notary and a young 
peasant. Little is known of his childhood, but his artistic talent must have been apparent at an early age 
for, at 14, he was apprenticed to one of the most well-known Florentine workshops of the day: that of 
painter and sculptor Andrea del Verrocchio. 
In 1482, now an artist in his own right, da Vinci moved from Florence to Milan in search of new work. 
There, he began working as a military engineer for Ludovico Sforza, future Duke of Milan, designing many 
of his famous war inventions. It was also during his time in the city that da Vinci created one of his most 
famous works, The Last Supper. 
Da Vinci spent 17 years in Milan, painting, sculpting and recording new inventions and scientific and 
anatomical observations in a series of notebooks. But in 1499, the French invasion of the city brought his 
employment with Sforza to an end and da Vinci spent several years travelling around Italy working on a 
variety of projects. Among these was the Mona Lisa, a painting believed to have been started in 1503, 
and The Virgin and Child with St Anne (1510). 
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Knowing Our Past: Current demonstrations and histories of public protest in 
Guyana 
Stabroek News December 19, 2011 
By Nigel Westmaas 
Nigel Westmaas teaches at Hamilton College 
“The people are doing nothing. It is the Government who are rioting and shooting down the people” 
(Guyanese worker to British soldier, Guiana Chronicle 5th December, 1905) 

The recent use of rubber bullets against APNU supporters and other citizens by Guyanese police 
was a disturbing use of force and a rude and unfriendly start by the new government. But equally troubling 
have been the official and unofficial reactions from various sectors to the demonstrations in the wake of 
the elections.  We have witnessed groups and individuals emerging out of the woodwork as if social 
sleepers to valorize the PPP’s hegemonic despotism. These hitherto quiescent supporters, apparently 
salivating at the thought that the regime was back in office included, but were not limited to, the Private 
Service Commission, certain large businesses, government owned media, elements of the police force and 
yes, individuals within GECOM.  This “groupthink” as Ian Mc Donald describes it elsewhere, with all its 
support mechanisms, and pretences is manifested through particular trends of logic and unspoken codes. 
Apparently, these scribes and supporters wanted things to settle immediately after the elections so that 
they could get on with “business” as usual. But the disciplined protestors upset the flow. 
Labour protest in Georgetown, circa 1950s 

Quickly the state media, pundits, government spokespersons and even sections of the frightened, 
chattering class vented their dislike of the street protests.  One of the continuing phantom letter writers 
in the Guyana Chronicle deemed the demonstrations an “imbedded culture” of APNU, presumably a 
reference to the PNC and its historical support base. Dr Bud Mangal, a GECOM commissioner asked “why 
all the shouting and protesting?” Chairman of the elections commission Dr. Steve Surujbally described the 
post election protests as “politicking” and “grandstanding”. 

Perhaps if GECOM had responded holistically to opposition concerns over time and other national 
figures had spoken out frontally and frankly against the democratic slide in the country, it would have 
nullified their collective “surprise” at these protests. 

In modern Guyana what is labeled the business class and private sector commission represent old 
and new forms of satrapy to a PPP administration whose juicy contracts, social lines and general 
disposition have been largely based  on favouritism and “who knows who”. Transparency International, 
in spite of the Government’s protests, made the right call at their recent appearance in Guyana: Anti 
corruption laws without enforcement are “worthless.” 

On the other hand there are the neglected sectors including the unemployed, small business 
people, sugar and bauxite workers and other sectors reliant on overseas remittances whose stake in 
Guyana has continued to slip. Slow anger assembles cumulatively over time from the hurt of broken 
promises, arrogance, favouritism, corruption and other abuses, depredations which took place under a 
“democratic” society fulfilled by periodic elections. By the time of the 2011 elections a certain mindset 
informed the holders and keepers of power, and can be summarized in the following narrative of 
government supporters that crept into the open after the elections: 
(1) That “normalcy” would return soon after the elections and contacts, contracts, privilege and access to 
government officials would resume unaffected. 
(2) That the private sector could ignore the principle of power sharing or constitutional reform (or as 
Ronald Bulkan in his on point criticism of the Private Sector Commission deemed it, “peace without 
justice”) 
(3) That government  supporters could continue to turn a blind eye to media control of the state and other 
democratic infringements 
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(4) That supporters could continue to vent about petty crime and business security while ignoring major 
corruption and drug profits 
(5) A continued tendency to blithely condone inattention to ethnic disparity and class oppression 
(6) The continuation of “strong leadership,”  better known in Guyana  as “arrogance” of elected officials 
as the operating norm 

Meanwhile all references to and responsibility for the demonstrations were left at the door of 
“opposition politicians.” No agency was granted the protestors – they are portrayed as simply 
manipulated and as having no legitimate basis for any grievance. After all the PPP had “solved” the racial 
and class problem in Guyana. 

The cumulative response to APNU demonstrators is convenient memory. This convenient 
memory is not all the fault of the opinion shapers and state institutions but stems partly from what David 
Granger once termed an “amnesiac generation.”  The absence of consistent public education over the 
history of public protest is perhaps the cause of the confusion over the origin, contextual causes and 
outcomes of demonstration. 

A “spark”, such as an election campaign and outcome (especially one so badly handled) are 
poignant and sudden reminders of grievances as in the famous case Cent Bread riot of 1889, triggered by 
the beating of a young black boy who went to purchase a loaf of bread and was hit on the head by a 
shopkeeper who happened to be of Portuguese descent. Before that incident class resentment had been 
simmering. 
Historical Backdrop of Protest 

Throughout Guyana’s history there have been many public demonstrations and protests in all 
forms, from mini marches to full scale riots centred on class and labour issues. Among the larger and most 
well known are the “ Angel Gabriel “ riots of 1856; the Devonshire Castle riots of 1872; the 1889 “Cent 
Bread” riot in Georgetown; the 1905 riots, the 1924 Ruimveldt riots; The Enmore martyrs of 1948; the 
racial disturbances of the 1960s; through to the present. Each of these, all but two of which were centred 
in Georgetown, had different causes, size and extent of impact. But what they all shared was what one 
can term the “slow drip” of discontentment effect, that is, the moments when the streets exploded was 
the occasion for the war, not the war itself. 
Let us look briefly at some of these revolts. 

In 1856 a riot exploded in Georgetown, inspired by the promptings of a roaming preacher, John 
Sayers Orr aka  “Angel Gabriel”. While the preacher might have exhorted the crowds to rebel, there were 
deep underlying class resentments against Portuguese shopkeepers who were seen as “privileged” 
inheritors of white power in the urban setting to the detriment of the Afro-Guianese working class and 
unemployed. Historian Alan Adamson notes that while racial and religious elements were involved, the 
riot stemmed primarily from economic inequalities and the rioters made a clear distinction between 
“property which they attacked and human beings, whom they did not.” 

Demonstrations and riots were not only confined to the main cities. Historian Tota Mangar, in 
analyzing the outcome of Guiana Devonshire riot in 1872 where 300 Indo Guyanese sugar workers 
demonstrators were met by 24 policemen resulting in the death of 5 workers, wrote: 
“Public response to the 1872 Devonshire Castle tragedy, especially from the official section of the 
community was most unsympathetic…The labourers stood their ground ‘remaining in position insulting 
and defiant.’ It was clear that the labourers were emotionally charged. There were a mere 24 policemen 
against well over 300 angry and unified labourers. Interpreters were dispatched to persuade the workers 
to disperse but to no avail. Women and children were also active in the protest action and this was a 
significant development in Guyana’s history.” 

A similar reaction followed the partially multi racial 1905 riot in Georgetown when a dock workers 
strike escalated into a full scale riot after a Riot Act was read by a Police Magistrate. Walter Rodney records 
that the “Riot Act was read and the police opened fire when the crowd failed to disperse. Four workers 
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were seriously injured. Their bleeding bodies were taken first to Government House and then to the 
Colonial (Public) Hospital. Word of the Ruimveldt shooting flashed through the city of Georgetown, which 
was already in a state of tension. According to one report, “three fourths of Georgetown seemed to have 
gone stark staring mad.” In spite of the Riot Act, thousands converged on the streets, in the western part 
of the city from the Parade Ground to the Public Buildings. “ 

In 1924, waterfront strikes (the first time when pickets were used by the labour union) and 
attendant acts of violence in the city coincided with the East Bank sugar workers protests. Mainly East 
Indian sugar workers from the East Bank attempted to march to the city and were met by police fire at 
Ruimveldt resulting in the death of twelve Indo-Guyanese and one Afro Guyanese along with twenty-four 
injured. While the predominant composition of the 4000-5000 crowds on that day was East Indian, Afro 
Guyanese also participated in the march. And while there is historical confusion on the extent of the 
involvement of Hubert Critchlow and other Afro- Guyanese labour leaders in this demonstration it was, 
for the time, a signpost of multiracial protest and a unity of working class interests and desire for 
organization. 

The civil disturbances of the “1960s”, (actually three different riots), which resulted in the loss of 
life on all sides of the ethnic divide, have left a profound and divisive legacy which remains unresolved. 
Most significantly in this regard, the “1960s”” has since become the principal yardstick for measuring 
public protest in contemporary Guyana, especially in the urban centres. 
What does this brief historical record of demonstrations and riots in the past have to do with the 
present? 
For one thing it illustrates that demonstrations are not strange or atypical in Guyana or anywhere else. 
Second, it shows us that demonstrations are not “invented.” They originate in deeper, cumulative 
concerns/issues/antagonisms that find expression in a given moment, underlining the need for observers 
and critics not only to direct their attention to the fact of demonstrations but to seek out their root causes. 
Finally, the stark historical and contemporary fact is that people of all races have at one point in time or 
other found the need to express their anger and frustration on the streets. This usually occurs when 
concerns are ignored, arrogantly dismissed, repressed or forgotten. It is a pity now that certain sections 
of the elites and media look at all urban demonstrations through the singular vision of the “turbulent 
sixties” or more recently through the prism of the protests that occurred under Desmond Hoyte’s “slow 
fyah, moh fyah” template. 

The recurring issue is the fear of these demonstrations especially in urban centres and the sub 
text of race and class.  One of these sub texts is that when a large mass of especially Afro Guyanese 
congregate and march, there will be concurrent looting and violence. If we put together the longer 
historical record as well as the most recent post-election demonstrations, we see that this generalization 
does not match the reality. 

It is high time that the record represent history and by extension contemporary events completely 
so that the fight for basic human needs are not so easily dismissed or labeled as “extremist”  or 
”unnecessary.” 

In actuality, the surprise over the recent demonstrations in the city should lie not in the fact that 
they actually occurred but that they were so peaceful given all the psychological, political and social 
humiliation that people had to endure where the only apparent redress lay in becoming an applicant or 
supplicant to the PPP regime.  In other words, the latent agency of the demonstrators, and their long 
ignored right to protest in open forms, had to be recognized. 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 

1. I proclaimed 3rd May ‘Portuguese Arrival Day’ by public ‘notice’ on the 27th February 2017. I 
didn’t do this to separate or segregate but more importantly to integrate the nation more fully by 
creating greater awareness of each other’s cultures and by engendering respect through 
knowledge. Portuguese Arrival Day therefore celebrates the contributions of the original 
Portuguese immigrants – called Madeirenses in earlier times. Their contributions to the nation’s 
economy, its multicultural character and political evolution have benefitted all of us. 

 
2. “The nation cannot develop to its full capacity unless it harnesses the potential of the entire 

population. Conditions have to be created to ensure that our peoples could live together in 

harmony. It is for this reason that we are pursuing the realization of a cohesive state in which all 

of our people will be recognized and respected. A cohesive state is vital to ensuring a 
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sustainable, safe and secure environment, one in which present and future generations can be 

happy. It is essential to protecting the legacy of past generations.” 

3. “The good news is that the APNU+AFC Coalition Government has brought Guyana, in these past 
four years, to the door-step of unprecedented wealth with imminent production from our off-
shore wells that hold an estimated 5.5 billion barrels of oil.” 

4. The labour movement is urged to continue to work with the government, private sector and civil 
society to support efforts to generate employment, including self-employment, especially for 
women and young people. 

5. I congratulate this year’s national awardees. I applaud their accomplishments in diverse fields – 
academia, business, charity, defence, the economy, education, enterprise, faith, health, sport, 
security and other public services. The awardees’ achievements have strengthened our 
motherland. 

6. Education is a bedrock of government’s youth development policy. Government’s policy of every 
child in school aims at ensuring that no one is left behind. Young people are being equipped with 
the knowledge and skills to become productive citizens. An ‘education nation’ is being 
established. Education is being enhanced at all levels – nursery, primary, secondary and tertiary. 

7. Empowerment of young people has become a reality. Local Government Elections, held twice in 
three years has evinced a surge in youth involvement in local democracy. Young candidates 
contested and campaigned in local government elections in 2016 and 2018. 

8. Infrastructure – such as aerodromes, bridge across the Demerara River, highways and wharves – 
was expanded. Community centres, health clinics, housing schemes and many new schools were 
established. The economy was set on a path of growth. Public services – water and electricity – 
were extended to unserved areas. 

9. “We all aim to become a clean city, a green city, a serene city, a safe city," said President Granger. 
"Our national capital must never, ever be allowed to be neglected in such a way again no matter 
which party is in power.” 

10. Thanks to the introduction of the Special Organised Crime Unit and other initiatives, serious crime 
rates have been reduced from 4,204 incidents in 2014 to 3,036 in 2017, a decline of 27.7%. Crimes 
such as murder, rape and armed robbery have all declined. 

11. Excellency, as you said, Guyana and Indonesia, this year, celebrate the 20th anniversary of formal 
diplomatic relations on 27th August 1999. The cordial ties we enjoy are founded on mutual non-
interference in each other’s internal affairs, mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity 
and sovereignty, cooperation for mutual benefit, respect for international law and treaties and 
the maintenance of international peace and security. 

12. Guyana and Ghana have enjoyed cordial relations since the establishment of diplomatic ties on 
14th May 1979, forty years ago. Our relations are founded on mutual non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs, mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, 
cooperation for mutual benefit, respect for international law and treaties and the maintenance 
of international peace and security. 

13. Mr. Seaga served as Jamaica’s Prime Minister from 1980 to 1989, and was the last surviving framer 
of the Jamaican constitution.  At the age of 29, the former prime minister became the youngest 
person to be nominated to the Legislative Council (later the Senate) where he served for two years 
before becoming a Member of Parliament until his retirement in January 2005. 
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I am glad my ancestors made the decision to leave India 
Mike Persaud – Letter in Stabroek News – 06 May 2019 
May 5th marked the 181st anniversary of Indian Arrival Day (IAD) in Guyana. There had been some debate 
about whether to call this event a “celebration”. In Guyana it is called simply, “Indian Arrival Day”. 
Celebration or Observance – it makes little difference. 
Reflecting on these last 181 years in Guyana (as well as in Fiji, Mauritius, South Africa, Suriname, Trinidad, 
Jamaica and elsewhere), and on the development and progress of Indians – socially, economically, 
culturally, levels of freedom enjoyed – I would say it was a good decision our ancestors made when they 
signed up to go to the sugar colonies. 
I have visited some of the villages in the Indentured Belt (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal), saw 
economic and social conditions there, and formed my considered opinion that we, the descendants of 
those indentured are better off today than had our ancestors never left. (I suspect this statement will stir 
debate and argument – that would be a good thing to stimulate thought).          

 
 
INDIANS – Indentured Belt (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal) 
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INDIANS IN FORMER SUGAR COLONIES 
Indians now settled in former sugar colonies around the world came at a heavy price, sacrifice 

and toil, and “much punishment”. Those Indentured Labour Contracts were designed to put them in jail 
for the slightest “violation” and to make them sweat and bleed for every shilling they earned.  The 
conditions of servitude and living were maybe one or two steps above slavery which had already been 
abolished. Our ancestors were tough mentally and physically – they survived and together with the older 
settled population helped to build a new economy and forge a new diverse culture. 

I am glad my ancestors made the decision to leave India. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal 
are still today the poorest region in the Union of India. The public schools are in terrible condition; the 
unemployment rate in the region is above 15%; and these States are run by the most corrupt leaders 
compared to the rest of India. 
Dr Ramesh Gampat’s recent book on “Plantation Hinduism” is chockful on details of Indian life in Guyanese 
villages – an evolutionary study of their development. Too much detail. Much to his credit. 
He reported that 25% of all indentured Indians to Guyana returned to India upon satisfactory fulfillment 
of their contracts. Eric Williams (From Columbus to Castro, page 352) provided identical stats as Gampat’s 
– 25% repatriated from British Guiana, 16% from Trinidad. (You may speculate that conditions in Guyana 
were worse than Trinidad’s). 
On this IAD anniversary, I’d share two interesting stories.  
First story: I got to Calcutta, hired a guide to help me find two villages – great grandfather’s and great 
grandmother’s – who left Calcutta on the Pandora in 1873.  The guide studied the documents. He asked: 
“Were these people husband and wife?” I said, yes. He said, “Not possible.  One village is Katwa in 
Burdwan, West Bengal; the other is 400 miles away in Mohenidabad, Azamgarh in UP”. No one gets 
married to another 400 miles away. 
How could they have met? From the literature, we learned of “depot marriages” – hundreds and 
probably thousands of such marriages. I am now certain my great grandparents had a “depot-marriage”. 
Elders saw a “young boy and girl”, each age 20 – and made an easy marriage-match. Communication 
with each other may have been difficult at first – one spoke Bhojpuri Hindi, the other Bengali. I would 
have loved to know the details. Regrettably – little oral history passed down. 
My grand-father and father (born in British Guiana) and their siblings had always passed on the same 
story – they were married, recruited together and travelled to BG on the same ship. Now I know I have 
discovered some new information. What else we don’t know – for both, this could have been their 
second marriage. (At that time the average marriage age was probably 15 or 16). Each could have been 
running away from his/her own family crisis. Famines were sweeping the region in 1873, it wouldn’t 
have taken much for the recruiters (Arkatees) to entice them with “easy jobs, good pay” in the sugar 
colonies. 
Second story: One guide phoned another guide speaking Hindi, one telling the other my documents 
were all fake, saying ‘it was not possible for my great grandparents to have been married to each other’. 
Why not? They were from different castes – Bagdee and Ahir – and there could have been no 
intermarriages between these castes. I thought to myself, “What the hell do these guys know?” 
Gaiutra Bahadur, author of the seminal book, Coolie Woman, explained: “As the ships sailed off from 
Port Calcutta, many of the indentured cut their caste threads and threw them in the river”.  And, many 
of the caste beliefs and customs ended just as dramatically. This was too much for those Guides to 
comprehend. We the descendants know differently. It was a sort of liberation from India’s 3,000-year-
old caste beliefs. 
Bahadur also wrote of another type of liberation – women’s lib – a theme that ran throughout her book. 
Women whose marriages fell apart, women with child out of wedlock or thrown out of parents’ homes 
for whatever reason were terribly oppressed by that old society’s mores. They needed liberation and 
freedom. What a boon Indentureship was? Many of these women went to the sugar colonies – single 
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but free – found new husbands, worked in the sugarcane fields, rebuilt their lives and in many cases 
prospered. Now that’s something to celebrate. 
The vast majority of Indentured persons completed their labour contracts through discipline and hard 
work, saved money (the literature says they were “notorious for their thrift”) and invested in land and 
cattle and as the statistics showed 75% settled in the British Guiana colony. Travelling through the 
Coastland of Guyana today, the evidence is abundant that the descendants of our Indentured ancestors 
have flourished in this land. 
I am proud of our Indian ancestors and their contributions to Guyana. I do not condemn nor praise the 
British Colonial power and the Sugar Planters. I say only that the British government today (still a world 
power) has some moral responsibility for the welfare of these Indians in whatever former colonies they 
live. 

Death announcement 

REMEMBERING MRS MAUREEN ROBERTSON McGowan. 

Ms. Robertson who hailed from Georgetown, came to Linden in 1966 to be the Foreign Languages teacher 
of Mackenzie High. She was the Form teacher of the new incoming class, Form 1. She also taught Religious 
Knowledge in addition to French and Spanish. She housed with another teacher Mrs. Myrtle Alstrom in 
Hipani Oval. On the relocation of Mrs. Alstrom her sister Ms. Valerie Robertson joined the MHS staff. She 
housed with her sister. Valerie took over responsibility for Spanish instrutions while Maureen specialized 
in French. Ms.Maureen Robertson was now referred to as Big Robo and Ms. Valerie as Lil Robo. This was 
we distinguished big Sis from little Sis. 
Maureen was very adept in the languages. We feared when it was our turn to 'Traduisez or Respond a 

mi question'. She broaden our world by giving us a love for languages we never knew. To this point we 

had only two, English and creoles. Ms. Robertson can spot you chewing gum from a distance. When she 

got close she would ask you quietly to get rid of that gum. Some of the male student had a distaste for 

the languages because of the vocabulary memory demands. But this had nothing to do with a beloved, 

faithful, consistent who commanded our respect.  

As a Form teacher of new students to Higher learning challenge she calmed our fears, gave us humour 
guided our excitement and inspired the desire to learn. As a teacher in my House, Carr House she 
encouraged team spirit and excellence. Ms. Robertson also became the Teacher Sponsor for the Bible 
Club, the Inter School Christian Fellowship (ISCF) at Mackenzie High School. There she promoted the 
message, 'To know Christ and to make Him known.' She encouraged student leadership and participation. 
She provided exposure to Christian principles, encouraged academic excellence and ensured connection 
to the wider circle of friendship.  
Mrs. Maureen Robertson McGowan you inspired us to learn, to dream, to engage other cultures with 

our acquaintance of their language and customs. Our world became bigger. You did run well. RIP, ‘Big 

Robo’. 

 

 

 

 

Shop at the online GIHR 

store 
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Ms. Magda Pollard 

The Women and Gender Equality Commission sadly announces the 
passing of our Matriarch Ms. Magda Pollard.  
Ms. Pollard had been a Commissioner on the Women and Gender 
Equality Commissiom since the establishment in 2009. She brought a 
wealth of information and experience to the post.  
She was awarded the Cacique Crown of Honor (CCH),Arrow of 
Achievement (AA) and the 4th Trienniel Award for Women. She was 
Women's Affairs Officer CARICOM Secretariat. She was the Principal of 
Carnegie School of Home Economics, President of the Guyana Girl 
Guides Association and, Consultant on women's issues. 
She attended Bishops' High School. 
Sleep in Peace beautiful soul! 

 
 
 

 
Michael Anthony Abraham 
 
                                                    
The death is announced of Michael Anthony Abraham, 
A.A of Nappi Village & 395 Block X, Diamond. 
He was the son of the late Patrick & Mary Abraham of 
Moruca. 
Brother of Joseph Abraham of Hiawa, Dorothy James of 
Aishalton, Isabella Smith of Moruca and the late Zita 
Abraham & Imelda Desouza 
Husband of Eleanor Abraham 

Father of Bonita Sampson of GUYSUCO, Michael Emile Abraham of GGMC, Divina Taschke of Australia, 
Alaric Abraham of GRA, Michella Abraham-Ali of NCN, John Abraham of GECOM, Anna Abraham of 
Demerara Bank Ltd and Angela Abraham of GUYSUCO. 
Adopted Father of Doreen Bernard and Ricardo Edwards. 
Father in law of Ryan Sampson, Brad Taschke and Shameer Ali. 
Grandfather of Shania and Eliana Sampson, Viano and Victor Taschke, Tatyana and Sara Ali, Graziella and 
Aliyah Abraham, Michael and Mia Abraham, John Gustavo Abraham and Miel Parks. 
Adopted Grandfather of Irena and others, Nathan, Freddy, Evan, Haley and Zara. 
Brother in law of Anita Ragnauth, Marco Desouza, Claude Smith, Gwen Abraham, Tony James, Joshua, 
Nathaniel, Stanley, Bennett and Jonathan Ragnauth and Emma James. 
Uncle of the Desouzas, The Abrahams, The James, The Smiths’ and many others 
Beloved Friend of Mary and Lyn Allicock, Jackie Williams, Peter Parks, Joan Bernard, Ovid Williams, Carolyn 
Rodrigues –Birkett, Vincent Fredericks and numerous others of Nappi Village 
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Daphne Persico 
Former Chief Education Officer and Headmistress 
of North Geogetown Secondary School Dr. 
Daphne Persico passed away on April 30 at the 
age of 86 in Brooklyn, New York after a short 
illness. 
In addition to being a veteran educator, Dr 
Persico published a Collection of Poems, titled 
"Beyond the Now". 

 
 

 
 
Death of Andaiye Williams, A.A., on 31 May, at the 
age of 77, 
Andaiye had for several decades been active in the public life of her 
country, Guyana. She was a founding member of the Working 
People’s Alliance in 1978/79, where she worked as Coordinator and 
Editor, International Secretary and Women's Secretary, until 2000. 
From 1987 - 1992 she worked with the Women and Development 
Unit of the University of the West Indies (WAND), and from 1987-
1996 with CARICOM, where she was a resource person during 
preparations for the 1995 Beijing Conference. She played a leading 
role in the move towards measuring unwaged work. She was also an 
executive member of the Caribbean Association for Feminist 
Research and Action (CAFRA). Andaiye is one of the founders of Red 
Thread, a 23 year old women's organization whose focus is the needs 
and interests of grassroots women. She has worked since 2000 as 
one of its Coordinators, focusing particularly on relations with other 
groups in the Global Women's Strike (GWS). Andaiye is also a 
member of Women of Colour in the GWS and the International 

Women Count Network. She has published several scholarly essays, written newspaper columns and 
edited and/or copy-edited Walter's Rodney's last books. A cancer survivor, Andaiye was one of the 



14 
 

founders of the Guyana Cancer Society and the Cancer Survivors’ Action Group. She is the recipient of a 
number awards, including the Arrow of Achievement in Guyana, for her work with women. 
 [Credits: Maya Trotz]     

  

House of Permanent Secretary of Public Communications, Mr. Derrick Cummings, 
destroyed by fire. 

 
On  Monday, 27  May, Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Public Communications, Mr. 
Derrick Cummings lost all his prized   
possessions, when his house was destroyed, by 
fire.   He thanked God, for kind neighbours, and 
spared life. 
Mr. Cummings posted on his face book page, 
From an awesome morning flag raising ceremony 
to wedding of a colleague; feeling a bit exhausted 
around 5pm, I made a dash for home to recharge 
(more like living up to my reputation for getting 
away from socializing.. lol). Am greeted by anxious 

persons at the gate with ' glad you got the message'  
' huh what message ?'  
Them pointing . I look up, in shock to see thick smoke blowing from the roof...... 
Thankful for my life, (I am odor impaired), and a home to retreat. Material things can be replaced. 
My gratitude to caring neighbors, alert security personnel, responders from Guyana Fire Service and 
Guyana Police Force, caring relatives, friends and workplace colleagues, government officials and all those 
who supported and offered words of comfort. 
Many tried calling to alert me without success .. Instead God Led me. Thank you Lord. 
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Correction Officer: Jonathan Narain Way! 

It happened in New York on the 181st anniversary of East Indian migration to the Caribbean. The stormy 
weather was reminiscent of those ships that traversed the dark waters from India to the West Indies. But 
in New York, many years later, a son of India and Guyana, created history by having a street named after 
him. 

Jonathan’s mom Dorothy (holding sign) with Sandy Sugrim and Councilwoman Adrienne Adams. 
 
Jonathan Narain was the victim of gun violence. It was a senseless loss of life.  Last weekend, the 

community and the City of New York ensured that Jonathan’s name would be etched in the records for 
posterity. It also made sure that future generations would come to appreciate his manifold contributions 
in an appropriate way.  Jonathan was a Corrections Officer, but he was also a valued member in the various 
religious organizations and a musician in his own right. He took a delight in playing the drums and he was 
active in the Madrassi community.  In September 2018, the ‘West Indian’ suggested that a street should 
be renamed in honor of Jonathan.  It was gratifying to learn that this suggestion was taken up by the City, 
and the necessary legislation was passed in the City Council to make it happen.   

The District Leader Richard David worked with the politicians to smoothen the way. A ceremony 
was held at 107 Avenue and 111 Street in Richmond Hill and Mr. David thanked all that made the co-
naming possible. Pandit Krishna Inderjeet gave the opening prayer and asked all to respect each other 
and to work for peace. 

The Councilwoman for District 28, Ms. Adrienne Adams, was most gracious in her remarks. She 
chaired the function, and amid the raindrops, said that Jonathan’s efforts will not go in vain; future 
generations will remember him as a wonderful young man. 
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The other speakers echoed Ms. Adam’s sentiments. Melinda Katz, Queens Borough President, 
said that Jonathan’s passing should make the community more aware of the need to look out for each 
other. 

The Commissioner of the Department of Corrections, Cynthia Brann, said that Jonathan would be 
missed but his legacy would inspire others.  

NYC Corrections Officers 
gave the salute in honor of hero 
Jonathan Narain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Jason thanked all for attending the 
event.   He said that Jonathan would be 
surprised by all the fuss because he was a 
simple person. This writer thanked 
Councilwoman Adrienne Adams, Richard 
David, Jonathan’s family, the Department 
of Corrections, and others, for their efforts 
to make the day possible. 

After the speeches, it was time to 
unveil the sign to co-name the street.  The 
procession walked in the rain on 111th 
Street to Liberty Avenue, and amid great 
fanfare, the sign bearing the name of 
Jonathan Narain was unveiled.  Jonathan’s 
name will live on in the Avenue of dreams.  
He is the first to have a street co-named in 
his honor. The circumstances were sad but 
the event historic.  May he rest in peace 
and continue to inspire his community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



17 
 

Dr O’Toole receives MBE from Prince William 
   

                                                
Dr. Brian O’Toole and his wife, Pamela O’Toole outside the Buckingham Palace 

Dr. Brian O’Toole was on 11 May  awarded the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE) by 
Prince William at Buckingham Palace on behalf of the British Government for his years of service in 
education in Guyana and internationally. 

The ceremony began with Prince William being escorted into the Ballroom of the Palace by 
the Lord Chamberlain, the Comptroller, and the Equerry in Waiting attended by two Gurkah Officers, 
a tradition begun by Queen Victoria in 1876. The National Anthem was then played, following which 
each of the 76 recipients were then introduced, and the achievement for which they were being 

decorated. 
The next day, Dr O’Toole 
was given a Fellowship 
by the Association of 
Business Executives, 
ABE, in a ceremony in 
London that honoured 
four persons from 
Nigeria and Dr O’Toole. 
Dr. O’Toole and his wife, 
Pamela, left the United 
Kingdom over 42 years 
ago to be of service to 
the Baha’i community of 
Guyana. The O’Tooles 
were involved in a 
number of development 
projects through the 

Varqa Foundation, a Bahai-inspired development agency that they founded. 

http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Brian.jpg


18 
 

Welcome to the GIHR Twelfth Conference 

Venue: Critchlow Labour College 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research takes great pleasure in welcoming you, to the Twelfth 
conference.  Since 2008, the Guyana Institute of Historical Research Conference has been a venue for 
people of all ages and backgrounds—civic leaders, students, museum professionals and volunteers, 
history buffs, genealogists, and the general public—to explore and celebrate the many facets of our past 
that shape our community to this day. Hosted annually by Guyana Institute of Historical Research, this  
gathering includes workshops, presentations, and panel discussions covering a wide range of topics within 
the realm of Caribbean history. 
The three day conference will last, from Friday evening 28 June to Sunday 30 June 2019.  The Conference 
will open on Friday evening, with a Welcome reception, at the National Museum.  On the following day, 
there will be presentations at the Critchlow Labour College, Woolford Avenue, Georgetown.  The 
Conference lasts from 09:00 hrs. to 15:00 hrs.  The general public is invited, and must register.  The 
registration fee is GY$5,000.00/US$25.00. 
 The 2019 featured speaker at the Welcome reception is, Professor Emeritus Vibert C. Cambridge 
of the University of Ohio School of Media Arts and Studies, a co-founder of the Guyana Cultural 
Association, and a member of the Guyana Prize for Literature. 
 Mr. Eric Phillips is the Featured speaker, on the second day of the conference, in the morning 
session, on 29 June.  He is the Principal of the Essequibo school, and a former Lecturer of the University 
of Guyana.  Professor Hubert Devonish of UWI, Mona campus, is Professor of Linguistics, University of the 
West Indies, Mona, and Coordinator, The Jamaican Language Unit/Unit for Caribben Language Research  
from 2003 to present.  He is expected to make a guest presentation, in the afternoon session, of the 
conference.  There will be a bus tour, on Sunday, 30 June. 

The Chairs of the Conference are, Ms. Johnnell Henry, Mr. Deon Abrams, Dr. David Hinds, Dr. 
Vibert Cambridge, Dr. Tamil Navarro, Dr. Kumar Mahabir, Ms. Jean La Rose, Dr. Norman Ng-A-Qui, and Dr. 
Nigel Westmaas. 

The presenter at this year’s conference, include, Dr. Tami Navarro, Dr. Aubrey Thompson, Dr. 
Nigel Westmaas, Dr. Kumar Mahabir, Mansraj Ramphal,  Ms. Shalima Mohammed, Dr. Dawn Stewart, Dr. 
Kumar Mahabir, Ms. Mildred Caprino, Mohammed Hamaludin, Amerindian Peoples Association, 
University of Guyana, Mr. Michael Khan, Dr. Aubrey Thompson, Ms. Volda Morris-Williams, Mr. Dwayne 
Benjamin, Dr. Dawn Stewart, Dr. Nigel Westmaas, and, Ms. Melissa Dow-Richardson.  
The topics include, Intra-Regional Caribbean Migrant Labor, “Re-imagining the migrant experience", 
Military migrants: from the battlefields of India to the cane fields of British Guiana,  Military 
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strategy of Maroon fighters in the 18th  century: 1742-1750, Freedom with a Continuum of Resistance:  
African Guianese in the immediate Post-Emancipation Period, The Sugar Revolution: The declining years, 
1900-2019, Indian immigration into the British West Indies and Mauritius during the Indentureship period, 
their numbers and impact, 1834-1920, and Faith Harding. 

HISTORY: MI5 Files Reveal Details of 953 Coup That Overthrew British 

Guiana’s Leaders 

   
Cheddi and Janet Jagan 
 
Documents released by National Archives show prime minister Winston Churchill feared the colony would 
turn communist 
Associated Press – August 2011 | The Guardian UK [This article is more than 7-Years Old] 

Secret documents declassified by MI5 reveal in detail how in 1953 the UK under prime minister 
Winston Churchill overthrew the elected government of British Guiana – now Guyana – because he feared 
its left-wing leader and his American wife would lead the British colony into the arms of the Soviet Union. 
The documents reveal how British spies kept up intense scrutiny on Cheddi Jagan and his wife Janet, who 
together founded the People’s Progressive Party (PPP) to campaign for workers’ rights and independence 
from British rule for the sugar-producing colony in northern South America.                   

The UK had agreed to a new constitution in the early 1950s which allowed British Guiana’s political 
parties to participate in national elections and form a government, but maintained power in the hands of 
the British-appointed governor. 

Christopher Andrew, MI5’s official historian, said the files provide new details of the coup and 
“further evidence that MI5 played a more important part in British decolonisation than is often realised”. 
The Jagans – a US-educated former dentist and his wife, born Janet Rosenberg in Chicago – seem an 
unlikely threat. 

But the 39 folders of files released by the National Archives are crammed full of tapped phone 
conversations, intercepted letters and accounts of physical surveillance over more than a decade. 
In 1951, the year after the Jagans founded their party, an MI5 agent based on the nearby island of Trinidad 
described them as “something new in British Guiana politics”. 

“Both are able and intelligent and the mere fact that Janet Jagan is white, young and attractive in 
appearance lends considerable interest to her activities and those of her husband,” he said. 
To British authorities, the Jagans were a headache. To the Americans, they were a potential communist 
threat on America’s doorstep. 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/cheddi-and-janet-jagan-wedding-photo-chicago-usa-1943.jpg
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MI5 concluded that their party was “not receiving any financial support from any communist 
organisation outside the country”. 

Nonetheless, amid worsening strikes and unrest, Britain grew unhappy with the Jagans’ 
“disruptive antics”. 

After the party won a huge majority in British Guiana’s 1953 election, making Cheddi Jagan prime 
minister, Churchill decided to act. 

“We ought surely to get American support in doing all that we can to break the communist teeth 
in British Guiana,” he wrote to his colonial secretary. 

In the end, Britain acted alone, mounting a military operation codenamed Operation Windsor. 
Churchill dispatched a warship, HMS Superb, and brought hundreds of troops by air and sea to secure key 
sites. 

On 9 October, Britain suspended British Guiana’s constitution, fired its legislators and arrested 
the Jagans. 

The surprise military operation went according to plan. The Trinidad-based MI5 officer noted with 
quiet satisfaction that “it was obvious that the PPP leaders had no idea that the constitution would be 
suspended or that they might be arrested”. 

And the spy threw in a note of thanks for the women who helped the army to march on its 
stomach. 

“I might add in parenthesis that catering arrangements for the airborne troops during their halt 
in Trinidad were carried out by Mrs Beadon, wife of the commissioner of police, Mrs Rahr, my wife and 
Joyce Huggins … and I understand that no less than 600 large sandwiches were cut by these ladies,” he 
wrote. 

An outraged Cheddi Jagan appealed by telegram to Britain’s opposition Labour party for help. 
Leader Clement Attlee replied curtly: “Regret impossible to intervene.” 

For the next three years, British Guiana was ruled under emergency powers by the British 
governor and appointed officials, and the Jagans were kept under house arrest and strict surveillance. 

In the years that followed, MI5 softened somewhat toward Cheddi Jagan, acknowledging that he 
was an astute and popular politician – though the agent based in Trinidad strongly disliked Janet Jagan, 
whom he described as a committed communist “uncompromising in her hatreds”. 

By the 1960s, Britain’s spies worried that the Jagans would turn to newly communist Cuba, 
possibly making their country a base for Latin American revolutionaries. 

“If the Jagans remain in power after independence and if their activities and views remain 
unchanged, they will represent a threat to the stability both of British Guiana itself and of the 
neighbouring territories,” the officer wrote. 

Andrew said it was clear from previously released official documents that successive British 
governments “gave in to pressure from the White House to allow the CIA to use subterranean means to 
ensure that the first leader of independent Guyana in 1966 was not Cheddi Jagan”. 

He added in a podcast for the National Archives (begins 5m 38sec in): “In most British colonies, 
there was a relatively friendly transfer of power to independent governments. British Guiana was a 
notable exception.” 

The Jagans remained a major force in Guyanese politics and Cheddi Jagan became prime minister 
again in 1961, when the batch of MI5 files ends. 

After the cold war ended, Cheddi Jagan served as president of Guyana from 1992 until his death 
in 1997. His wife succeeded him between 1997 and 1999. She died in 2009, aged 88. 
 
 
 
 

Did you know? 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research offers courses on the 
history online face book page?  Upgrade your knowledge in 
Guyanese History, African Guyanese History, and European History.  
Click today. 
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Three Former Guyana Ministers Get Top Positions in Government After 
Resigning Over Dual Citizenship 

 
(left to right) Dominic Gaskin, Dr Rupert Roopnaraine and Carl Greenidge all have new senior 
positions. 
 
GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Wednesday May 15, 2019 – All four of the former ministers who last month 
resigned as Members of Parliament and Cabinet members over their dual citizenship are now back in 
senior government positions. 

Following on the heels of former Minister of State Joseph Harmon being appointed to the newly 
created position of Director-General of the Ministry of the Presidency, former Foreign Affairs Minister Carl 
Greenidge, former Business Minister Dominic Gaskin and former Public Service Minister Dr Rupert 
Roopnarine have been given new jobs as well. 

A statement from the Government yesterday disclosed that Greenidge has been appointed 
Foreign Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with responsibility for the Department of Frontiers and 
Territorial Integrity and the Department of Trade and Economic Cooperation. 
Gaskin has been appointed Director of Manufacturing and Marketing within the Ministry of Business with 
responsibility for the enforcement of standards, providing assistance to small producers and access to 
markets, particularly Eastern Caribbean markets 

Dr Roopnaraine has been appointed Director of Public Service Training within the Ministry of the 
Presidency with responsibility for training standards at the Bertram Collins College of the Public Service, 
Guyana Defence Force Staff College and Guyana Police Force Staff College. 
Harmon, Greenidge, Gaskin and Dr Roopnaraine were all forced to step down from their positions after 
the High Court and Court of Appeal ruled that no one with dual citizenship could sit in the National 
Assembly of Guyana. 

A Tale of Two Guyanese Diplomats 
by Francis Quamina Farrier 

 
Two Guyanese Diplomats who are serving in two major countries, are scheduled to be in their native 
Guyana shortly. They will be here to receive the National Award of The Cacique’s Crown of Honour (CCH), 
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which has been announced to be bestowed on them for their sterling service to the Cooperative Republic 
of Guyana in Business and the Diplomatic Service. The two diplomats are, His Excellency Mr. Hamley Case, 
CCH and His Excellency, Dr. Riyad Insanally, CCH, both former students of Queens College. 

Mr Hamley Case, was appointed Guyana’s High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, as well as 
Non-Resident Ambassador to a number of other eastern European countries. They are Russia, Iceland, 
Estonia, France and Latvia. Dr. Riyad Insanally, is Guyana’s Ambassador to the United States of America 
and Permanent Representative to the Organization of American States (OAS).      

Born in January 1945 in Georgetown, British Guiana, High Commissioner Hamley Case received 
his first formal education in Antigua in 1948. Back in British Guiana, he continued his education at the 
Broad Street Primary School (Now the Dolphin Primary). That was followed at the Johanna Cecelia Primary 
on the Essequibo Coast, and the Kitty Methodist Primary (Now the J.E. Burnham Primary), all before his 
teen years. He then entered Queens College in Georgetown where he was a student from 1954 to 1959. 
So it is safe to say that Hamley Case was unwittingly being groomed to be an important and competent 
functionary in Guyana’s Foreign Service, from a very young age. 

Ambassador Dr. Riyad Insanally also attended Queen’s College in Guyana. He later pursued 
studies in Modern Languages and Latin American Studies and holds an MA and MPhil from Cambridge 
University in England. He also pursued studies and gained a PhD from Harvard University in the USA. A 
career diplomat, Dr. Riyad Insanally joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1990 and was later appointed 
the Senior Trade Advisor at the Guyana High Commission in London, England. Dr. Insanally also served as 
the OAS Representative in Trinidad and Tobago from 2008 to 2016. He was then posted to the United 
States in 2016 and represents Guyana in Washington, DC. The career diplomat is also Guyana’s Permanent 
Representative to the Organization of American States (OAS). He presented his Letter of Credence to 
President Barack Obama at the White House in Washington, DC, on September 16, 2016. 

Hamley Case is the son of one of Guyana’s most celebrated Educationist, Frederick Case, whose 
career in the Public Service  includes being a Principal of the Teachers Training College, (now the Cyril 
Potter College), and Chief Education Officer. High Commissioner Hamley Case has had a long career in 
businesses in Guyana, Africa and Asia. They include being Managing Director of Case Timbers Limited and 
UNAMCO, also Atlantic Services Limited among others. 

Since his arrival in Washington, DC, Ambassador Insanally has built on the work of his predecessor 
by up-grading the physical structure of the Embassy building and the relationship with Guyanese living in 
the Washington, DC, Maryland and Virginia area. They include Mr Aubrey Stephenson, AA, President and 
CEO of Federal Management Systems, Inc., who has sponsored many of the projects of the Embassy over 
the years. This year, Ambassador Insanally has also included Guyana in the Annual DC Passport Cultural 
Tourism Event for the first time. It is an event at which Embassies in the USA Capital open their doors to 
the public and showcase their country’s arts and culture. 

Guyana has had diplomats stationed in both London and Washington, DC, ever since becoming 
an Independent Nation on May 26, 1966, and has been host to both British and American diplomats during 
the same period. High Commissioner, His Excellency Mr. Hamley Case, CCH and Ambassador, His 
Excellency Dr Riyad Insanally, are continuing to serve their native Guyana, with distinction as their Tour 
of Duty in two important countries, continues. 
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The Man of La Mancha 
By Dhanpal Narine 

 
The views expressed in this column are solely those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the 
views of the THE WEST INDIAN. 
A Guyanese Hombre in Venezuela! Pedro de Aviles Persaud stands at the bank of the river and watches 
the boats go by. They are heading with their human cargo for Guyana. If the tides are kind the boat will 
reach Pomeroon in a day. Last week, the water was rough. The boat nearly capsized in the middle of the 
Atlantic and the personal belongings of the passengers were thrown into the ocean to make the vessel 
lighter. Today, there are twenty passengers strapped in orange life jackets. It is dawn in Venezuela and 
the captain wants an early start. 
Pedro sees the boat slowly drift away from Barrancas and into the channel. There is no celebration, no 
fiesta or grand send off to the Promised Land. The fifteen Guyanese that are returning face an uncertain 
future in their homeland. Once they reach Pomeroon, it will be a new beginning and they are unprepared. 
The five Venezuelans too face a future with many unknowns. They are heading to a country where the 
language and culture are different and they do not know whether they would be accepted. 
Pedro sees the boat disappear in the distance and he turns in the bright sunshine and walks to his casa in 
the barrio. Life can be strange, he thinks.  Things change quickly and when you least expect it. His friends 
and relatives are in that boat to Guyana. They wanted him to pack up and leave as well but where will he 
go and what would he do? His children were born in the town of El Tigre. They went to school there, spoke 
Spanish, and admired Simon Bolivar sitting on his horse.  
They were part of the Bolivarian revolution that consumed Hugo Chavez and the Miraflores Palace. 
Pedro feels his coat pocket and is reassured that the book is there. The pages bring him reassurance and 
a constancy that take the worry away, if only temporarily. The book is about the man of La Mancha and 
the 
struggles that he faced fighting windmills. Pedro thinks that Venezuela has become a giant windmill; 
everyone wants a piece of it and people spin all kinds of stories to get control. 
But there is another Orwellian windmill that animals built on a farm, only to have it razed when they were 
confronted by the guile of man. What is it about windmills that can’t seem to stand? Pedro sits in his 
hammock and takes out Cervantes. The houses around him are deserted. The neighbors have returned to 
Guyana and some of the locals are squatting in their houses in El Tigre.  A line in Don Quixote catches his 
eye and Pedro examines his own circumstance. It was 1977 when he first heard about the possibility of 
living in Venezuela. There were stories of Guyanese doing well in Venezuela and a young Anand Persaud 
joined the crowd. It was a dangerous trip on the high seas and after three days Anand landed in El Tigre. 
He hoped to become a teacher but lacking skills in Spanish he joined others and did odd jobs.  One day, 
he heard that if he changed his name he would stand a better chance to get a job.  Anand became Pedro 
but he threw in ‘de Aviles’ just to be different.   His friends had chosen names such as ‘Beria, Gomez, and 
Martinez,’ among others. 
Pedro found the Venezuelan economy to be booming and he sent for his family from Boeraserie. He 
squatted on a piece of land and before long he had running water and electricity and his car ran with gas 
that cost only ten cents per gallon.  The schools were not great, as the teachers did not show up for work 
often, but the Spanish was enough for the children to get by. Pedro was un happy with the creole English 
that the community spoke and vowed to teach the children but he never seemed to find the time. They 
built a Mandir and organized cricket matches with San Felix and Puerto Ordaz and Caracas that brought 
Guyanese together. 
In 1980, a big change occurred in El Tigre.  This was contraband.  Boats plied the Atlantic taking goods to 
Guyana and several people became rich. Guyana currency was changed in America Street for US 
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dollars while Venezuelan goods flooded Guyanese stores. It was life in cotton wool socks for many families 
in El Tigre but Pedro could sense that it would not last. 
Hugo Chavez took the country closer to Cuba and spent billions on populist social programs that Venezuela 
could not afford. He fiddled with the constitution to prolong his stay in power. The poor were  
kept quiet while the middle class was squeezed with taxes. But there was oil to cushion the economy. 
Chavez’s departure from the scene exposed several weaknesses in the social and economic structure in 
Venezuela.   Nicolas Maduro lacks the charisma of Chavez.  A militant opposition demonstrates against 
his government. The tear-gassing and crackdown is shown on social media. He refuses aid but over three 
million persons have left Venezuela for other countries, including Guyana and Trinidad, and inflation is off 
the charts.  Pedro turns the worn pages in La Mancha. He is at the place where Don Quixote is put on trial. 
Manuel Singh who lives next door comes to visit Pedro. There is another blackout and Manuel doesn’t 
want to be alone.   
He is tired and upset.  ‘I spent all day in El Tigre looking for food,’ he said. ‘The supermarkets are empty. 
They want 3 million bolivars for a loaf of bread on the black market. I was willing to pay it but someone 
came and bought all the bread. Tell me, how is it that a rich country can become so poor?’ Pedro 
cleaned his spectacles with an old newspaper.  ‘There is no one reason,’ he said. ‘Venezuela sits on 
immense oil reserves but mismanagement, corruption, and rigged elections have crippled the country. 
Look around at El Tigre. What do you see? There are thousands of acres of lands that are idle. Venezuela 
has put all of its eggs in one basket. It has relied too much on oil. When the price dropped the country 
came to a halt. Add corruption to it, and the socialist nonsense, and you have a country that has collapsed. 
Maduro says that people leaving is fake news. You have seen those boats going to Guyana with 
Venezuelans. Is that a fake? 
The dictator is blaming everyone else while hyperinflation is at 10 million per cent and he has no plan. 
Even Don Quixote had a plan!’ ‘But shouldn’t Venezuela solve its own problems and why is the US 
intervening?’ asked Manuel 
‘Yes, Venezuela should handle its affairs. What are the Russians and Chinese doing here? They want a 
piece of the resources and so does the US that relies heavily on Venezuelan oil. You can expect the US to 
be a player wherever the Russians and Chinese are involved. Each wants influence and control. When an 
animal is injured what do you see on the horizon?’ 
‘And Guyana with its border dispute becomes an oil rich country,’ remarks Manuel. Pedro is quiet. He is 
at the point where the gypsies steal Don Quixote’s horse and Sancho’s donkey. ‘It’s called geo-implosion,’ 
he says. ‘The US strangles Venezuela and makes Guyana a puppet state. Maduro goes eventually; China 
and Russia are in on the deal and the US gets more oil to stockpile. It pretends to take a hard line on the 
Saudis as it dangles the carrot at the corrupt Guyanese leaders. The US leads the choir on 
stage and they all sing The Impossible Dream.’ 
 

 
 Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child 
development center.  Call Sister Elvira 2275093 
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International Decade for People of African Descent Corner 

 

 
Left to Right: Mary McCaskey, Dr. Melissa Ifill, Vincent Alexander, Land Survey Leon Rutherford, Eric 

Phillips and Economist Jason Fraser. 

With the village councils having been replaced by the NDCs, the new body also took over the 
property rights and authority of villages. The IDPADA-G Chairman said the six-tier system had provided 
for villages to manage themselves if they had sufficient cash and other resources to do so. 
“So you don’t give a local area everything to do just because (it) is a local (area) and you want to 
decentralise. You have to determine what can this local area do meaningfully because there are some 
services in local areas which are not localised or peculiar services,” Alexander said. He cited water supply 
through the East Demerara Water Conservancy because irrigation services are not provided by the village 
or primary schools that serve more than one village. On the other hand, he said the responsibility for lands 
should remain with villages. 

Chairman of the Guyana Reparations Committee, Eric Phillips cautioned that if village councils 
were reestablished on the coastland under the Guyana Constitution,  they would run into conflicts with 
then NDCs over land management. He said the solution is for 18 percent of Guyana to be allocated to 
Afro-Guyanese and setting up of a perpetual trust, in keeping with the draft Guyana Reparations Ancestral 
Rights Bill that he hoped would be dispatched to the House. “I agree that village councils are critical for 
us but I think that a different strategic approach has to be taken if we are to achieve our goals,” he said. 
He said Amerindians have more than 200 villages that are governed by Toshaos (village chiefs) in keeping 
with the 2006 Amerindian Act instead of the Guyana Constitution. Restating that Amerindians have 
already leveraged their political clout to 13.8 percent of Guyana and were seeking an additional 25 
percent, he said it is clear Village Councils have been established while none has been done in Afro-
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Guyanese communities. “As much as the constitution states that village councils can be formed, we have 
been sleeping because others have formed them and others have gained the benefits of them,” he said. 
Phillips said it all comes down to leadership, will and strategy to have village councils set up by having the 
right people with the right thinking to harness oil earnings from the Sovereign Wealth Fund for the 
development of a green economy. He lamented that Afro-Guyanese were not key players in the current 
economy and were not positioned to take advantage of the oil economy and political power. “It’s 
peripheral and it’s not going to get better because Guyana will now attract some of the top class firms in 
the world who will not only miniaturise our current private sector, much less ours, we don’t have one,” 
he said. 

He appealed to Afro-Guyanese not to believe that they stood to benefit economically because 
their party was now in power. At the same time, he expressed concern that steps were not being taken 
to take advantage of Afro-Guyanese experts in government to craft a village-based plan. “We have all the 
people in Guyana who are African who can be abstracted and asked to come together to develop a 
strategic plan for African Guyanese that is based on villages that are managed by village councils but yet 
we don’t have that,” he said. 

Phillips, whose African Cultural and Development Association (ACDA), had strongly objected to 
the structure and representation of IDPADA-G, bemoaned the presence of “all sorts of structures, all sorts 
of leaders” but “not the right kind” who would align themselves with governments’s policies, 
programmes, Sovereign Wealth Fund and renewable energy sources. He also cited the need to leverage 
the churches, which is the largest block of African Guyanese, by threatening the political leaders in the 
same way Amerindians do in the area of land acquisition. 

The Reparations Committee, he said, presented government two plans in 2015 and 2016 including 
recommendations for African Business Councils in the 10 administrative regions, Village Movement 
Business Trust in each village, Village Credit Unions, and an African Think-Tank for the 10 key sectors. “It 
is not that we don’t know what we need to do. We have enough brilliance in Guyana among our people 
to solve our problems but we are disunited and not well led,” he said. 

Alexander hinted at the need for a “collective approach” by IDPADA-G and the Reparations 
Committee or a “mutual understanding of the differences” if they persist. He stressed that IDPADA-G  is 
a country coordinating mechanism for the United Nations-designated decade- 2015-2014. “We are 
working with your organisations. We are not an organisation that stands in competition with or to your 
organisations. Our role is to bring all together and to try to get the community to collectively move 
forward,” he said. 

History Professor, Melissa Ifill recalled that by 1850, 12 years after full emancipation, African 
Guyanese had bought a total of 16,840 acres of land on which 32,00 persons had been living. Issues that 
had dogged the villages for years had been unsatisfactory drainage and irrigation, sea defence, and road 
and bridge repairs, and discrimination in accessing loans and grants from banks and government. 
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Olaudah Equiano (1745-1797 
 
He said that his memory furnished him with an imperfect sketch of his circumstance. But what he gave us 
from the narrative of his life is a classic description of the haunting separation of families, slavery, and the 
hand of Providence that led to his freedom, and influence in Europe, and beyond. 

Olaudah Equiano, also known as Gustavus Vassa, is Africa’s enduring superstar. He became a slave 
at a very young age, traveled the world, and eventually bought his freedom. But there is more to his story. 
Equiano fought against slavery, became a part of the British establishment, married a white woman and 
wrote his autography with such rich detail that it underwent several editions. His book ‘The Interesting 
Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano’ is twelve chapters long and is a treasure trove for historians who 
want to know about life in the colonies in the eighteenth century. 

After being sold and resold in Africa he was taken on a ship and chained with others. Equiano 
describes in detail the horrors of life on the ship and speaks of men jumping overboard to escape slavery. 
After much cruelty, the ship landed in Barbados. The separation of families affected Equiano greatly. He 
writes, ‘Why are parents to lose their children, brothers their sisters, or husbands their wives? Surely, this 
is a new refinement in cruelty, which, while it has no advantage to atone for it, thus aggravates distress, 
and adds fresh horrors even to the wretchedness of slavery.’ 

The stopover in Barbados was brief and then Equiano was on a sloop to America. He worked on a 
plantation for a while after which he was bought by a captain Michael Henry Pascal.  It was he who named 
Equiano, Gustavus Vassa, after royalty in Sweden.  

Captain Pascal took his ship to England in 1757 with a twelve-year old slave. In the following 
summer, the young man saw action in Canada and America and reported on them in detail.  Equiano was 
baptized in 1759 in London; to his delight he was treated kindly by the ladies, and he even went to school. 
In 1763, Equiano landed in Montserrat where he was sold to another master, Mr. King. 

He was paid sixteen pence per day that was a princely sum compared to the other slaves. He 
describes the unspeakable cruelty meted out to slaves and quotes an Ordinance from the Assembly of 
Barbados that states ‘if any man shall out of wantonness, or only of bloody mindedness or cruel intention,  
willfully kill a negro or other slave of his own, he shall pay into the public treasury fifteen pounds sterling.’ 

Equiano visited at least fifteen islands and found that cruelty to slaves was part of the policy of 
control. He entered into business on the side and made some money. In St. Kitts we are told, a white man 
and a free black woman were married on water, as they were not permitted in the church. 

Equiano began to think of his freedom. It came on July 11, 1766 when his freedom papers were 
signed by his master, Robert King. According to Equiano, ‘all within my breast was tumult, wildness and 
delirium’ when he was freed. 

His travels took him to many countries but being free did not mean that he escaped cruelty.  
Equiano was beaten and came close to death but his determination kept him going.  In the penultimate  
chapter of his chronicles he wrestles with questions of belief and the afterlife.  

In the final chapter of his book, he is appointed to the post of a commissary to Sierra Leone. This 
was historic as Equiano was returning to Africa to help the poor. He even wrote to the Queen on behalf 
of ‘his brethren.’ He argued for the abolition of slavery and the opening up of trade between Europe and 
Africa. He also argued for inter-marriage and married a white woman, Sarah Cullen, with whom he had 
two daughters. 

Equiano wrote a fascinating autobiography but what does it mean in the overall literature on 
emancipation? It is suggested that the publication of his book in 1789 was timely as it caught the mood 
of the anti-slavery movement. 
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 When Clarkson, Wilberforce, Sharpe, and 
others, were arguing in the House of Commons to end 
slavery they had first hand information from Equiano’s 
credible work. The most powerful opposition to slavery 
was his experience of the horrors of the system. 

There is controversy as to Equiano’s place of 
birth. He claimed to be an Igbo, born in Nigeria, and was 
captured along with his sister, and transported into 
slavery. This has been disputed by Vincent Carretta, a 
professor of English, at the University of Maryland.  

Carretta says that Equiano was born in Carolina and has produced two documents in support. 
But does this really matter? Autobiographies are known for inaccurate embellishments; even if 

Equiano was born in Carolina it does not detract from the sheer literary majesty of his work or his support 
for the abolition of slavery.  The uniqueness of his work lies in the fact that Equiano was at one time free. 
He was captured into slavery and became free again to expose the system. He did so with a keen eye and 
with descriptions and analysis of which any literary critic would be proud. Equiano comes over as 
thoughtful, erudite, urbane and well versed in diplomatic niceties. He was able to navigate the complex 
currents of the British establishment, avoiding unnecessary controversy, and paving the way for his views 
to be heard through his book and lectures. 

There is something else.  Equiano saw the future. It valued self-promotion and the rewards that 
hard work brought. In these days of the internet, self-publishing and marketing is big business.  Equiano 
self-published his book. He travelled widely to sell it; at one point he was able to sell 1,900 copies in just 
over eight months. He died at age 52 that is young by today’s standards. But he packed a wealth of 
experience in his life and left a rich and authoritative account of a brutal chapter in our history. 

What was it like meeting Queen Victoria? 6 royal encounters as told by famous 
Victorians 
Queen Victoria had many encounters with the great and good of her age. Here, Ian Lloyd shares the stories 
behind six of these VIP meetings – and what these famous Victorian names made of the diminutive 
monarch in return… 
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During her long life Queen Victoria met everyone from the opera singer Luigi Lablache – who was a torch 
bearer at Beethoven’s funeral in 1827 – to the cellist Pablo Casals, who lived long enough to play for JFK 
at the White House, in 1961. 
Published in the bicentennial year of her birth, Ian Lloyd’s An Audience With Queen Victoria examines 
the encounters between the queen and those she welcomed, a veritable ‘who’s who’ of her times. It 
draws on Victoria’s honest character assessments in her journals and letters, and the equally entertaining 
impressions she made on the many VIP contemporaries whose paths crossed hers. Here Lloyd relates six 
encounters between the queen and notable Victorians… 
Johann Strauss I, 1838 

It’s easy to forget that the plump, mournful ‘Widow of Windsor’ staring balefully from the photographs 
of her old age came to the throne as a vibrant, energetic teenager. 
Victoria’s coronation year of 1838 coincided with the first of two hugely successful tours of Britain 
by Austrian composer Johann Strauss Sr and his orchestra. In between visits to more than two dozen 
provincial towns and cities, they played at the first court ball of her reign and so enraptured the 19-year-
old Victoria that they were commanded to perform at another eight royal gatherings in two months. 

 
She danced a waltz between each quadrille and noted excitedly in her journal: “I never heard anything 
so beautiful in my life as Strauss’s band… I did not leave the ball-room till 10 m. to four!! and was in bed 
by ½ p.4, – the sun shining. It was a lovely Ball, so gay, so nice, – and I felt so happy and so merry; I had 
not danced for so long and was so glad to do so again!” 
Before going to bed, Victoria stood on the roof of Buckingham Palace to see dawn break over the 
capital. Georgiana Liddell, later one of the queen’s ladies-in-waiting, stood alongside the queen and 
recalled in old age: “It was one of the most beautiful sights I ever remember… the scene remains to this 
day indelibly fixed on my memory.” 
2 
Charlotte Brontë, 1843 
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On 18 September 1843, Queen Victoria and Prince Albert had arrived in Brussels shortly after 1pm during 
their state visit to Belgium as guest of their uncle, King Leopold I. Watching the carriage procession pass 
through the aptly named Rue Royale was a 27-year-old teacher from the nearby Pensionnat Heger, a 
school for young women. 

 
Portrait of British novelist and poet Charlotte Brontë. (Photo by Kean Collection/Getty Images) 

Charlotte Brontë was half way through her two-year stay in the capital and was lonely, homesick and had 
developed an infatuation with her employer, Constantin Heger. She can’t have been too excited by the 
glimpse of her monarch, since it took her until 1 October to write an account of it after a prompt from her 
sister Emily, back in Howarth Parsonage: “You ask about Queen Victoria’s visit to Brussels. I saw her for 
an instant flashing through the Rue Royale in a carriage and six, surrounded by soldiers. She was laughing 
and talking very gaily. She looked a little stout, vivacious lady, very plainly dressed, not much dignity or 
pretension about her. The Belgians liked her very well on the whole. They said she enlivened the sombre 
court of King Leopold, which is usually as gloomy as a conventicle…” 
Victoria would later become a huge fan of Charlotte’s. She read Jane Eyre aloud to Prince Albert in 1858 
and reread it more than two decades later, when she noted: “Finished Jane Eyre, which is really a 
wonderful book, very peculiar in parts, but so powerfully — admirably written, such a fine tone in it, such 
fine religious feeling, & such beautiful writing. The description of the mysterious maniac’s nightly 
appearances, awfully thrilling, — Mr Rochester’s character a very remarkable one, & Jane Eyre’s herself, 
a beautiful one. The end is very touching, when Jane Eyre returns to him, & finds him blind, with one hand 
gone from injuries during the fire in his house, which was caused by his mad wife.” 
3 
Alexander Graham Bell, 1878 

Victoria was the first European monarch to have a telephone installed, as well as the first to be taught 
how to use one. 
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Alexander Graham Bell – the man credited with patenting the telephone – gave Victoria a lecture, a 
demonstration and a chance to use the new-fangled device in January 1878. He took a train to 
Southampton and the ferry across the Solent to Cowes on 14 January. Once in situ at the royal residence 
– Osborne House on the Isle of Wight – Bell rigged up telephone wires from Osborne Cottage to the 
Council Room at Osborne House. At both ends he used a basic handset which the user had to move from 
mouth to ear to operate. 

 
This telephone and terminal panel were used at Osborne Cottage, during a demonstration by Scottish-born 

inventor Alexander Bell. (Photo by SSPL/Getty Images) 

Victoria later recorded in her journal: “After dinner we went to the Council Room & saw the Telephone. 
A Professor Bell explained the whole process, which is most extraordinary. It had been put in 
communication with Osborne Cottage, & we talked with Sir Thomas & Mary Biddulph, also heard some 
singing quite plainly. But it is rather faint, & one must hold the tube close to one’s ear. The man, who was 
very pompous, kept calling [her son, Prince] Arthur Ld [Lord] Connaught! which amused us very much.” 
The inventor also committed the cardinal sin of nudging the queen’s arm when she was momentarily 
distracted during the demonstration. 
“Pompous” Bell’s description of the queen was equally unflattering. In a letter to his wife he described 
Her Majesty as “humpy, stumpy, dumpy”, and was amazed to note that her ungloved hands were “red, 
coarse, and fat as a washerwoman’s and her face also fat and florid”. Nevertheless he found her 
personality “was genial and dignified and, all in all, quite pleasing”. 
4 
Sarah Bernhardt, 1893 

The queen met the actress Sarah Bernhardt when they stayed in the same hotel in Nice and they were 
both clearly moved by the experience, despite Victoria’s initial reluctance to associate herself with 
someone of Bernhardt’s ‘questionable’ morality. 
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Victoria wasn’t the only member of the family to have doubts about ‘the Divine Sarah’. In 1893, Victoria’s 
eldest daughter, the Dowager Empress of Germany, had warned her own daughter Sophie (later Queen 
of Greece and aunt to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh) to steer clear of her plays: “I hope you 
did not make her acquaintance, as alas no lady can, she is so very bad, and has an awful reputation. It is a 
pity those immoral pieces are always given, such as you saw.” 

 
Actress Sarah Bernhardt, in a scene from an unnamed theatre production. (Photo by Hulton Archive/Getty 

Images) 

The queen was made of sterner stuff: “At ½ p. 6 the celebrated & famous actress Sarah Bernhard, [sic] 
who has been acting as Nice & is staying in this Hotel performed a little piece for me in the Drawingroom, 
at her own request. The play was called Jean-Marie by André Theuriet, quite short, only lasting ½ an hour. 
It is extremely touching & Sarah Bernhard’s acting was quite marvellous, so pathetic & full of feeling. She 
appeared much affected herself, tears rolling down her cheeks. She has a most beautiful voice & is very 
graceful in all her movements… Her manner was most pleasing & gentle. She said it had been such a 
pleasure & honour to act for me. When I expressed the hope she was not tired, she answered. “cela m’a 
reposé”.* 
*“It was a rest for me.” 
5 
Buffalo Bill, 1887 

Queen Victoria’s 1887 meeting with American hunter and showman William Cody, aka ‘Buffalo Bill’, was 
the 19th century’s most unexpected encounter since Livingstone met Stanley. Their impact on each other 
was huge. 
Cody recalled: “A great occasion of which the mental photograph will remain long with me.” 
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William Cody, aka ‘Buffalo Bill’. (Photo by Getty Images) 

To the queen, the American showman was “a splendid man, handsome, & gentleman-like in manner”. 
Cody’s Wild West Show, at Earl’s Court in West Kensington, must have had something special to induce 
Victoria to break her post-Albert exile from all types of London entertainment. She visited the show in the 
month before her Golden Jubilee, and five years later Cody brought his display of Cossack riders to the 
castle for a second command performance in front of the queen. 
Victoria was not averse to raw masculinity, as her infatuation with her loyal but often brutish manservant 
John Brown testifies. Her journal entry after meeting the Wild West hero shows her evident fascination 
with Buffalo Bill “as he is called having killed 3000 buffaloes with his own hands”, adding: “He has had 
many encounters and hand to hand fights with the Red Indians.” 
The show got off to a memorable start. After the national anthem, master of ceremonies ‘Yankee Doodle’ 
Frank Richmond gave the introduction, during which a horseman entered the arena waving the American 
flag above his head. Victoria instantly stood and gravely bowed in its direction. Cody later wrote: “For the 
first time in history, since the Declaration of Independence, a sovereign of Great Britain has saluted the 
star spangled banner, and that banner was carried by a member of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West!” 
Victoria’s journal takes up the story: “All the different people, wild, painted Red Indians from America, on 
their wild hare backed horse, of different tribes, — cow boys [which she wrote as two words], Mexicans, 
&c. all came tearing round at full speed, shrieking & screaming, which had the weirdest effect. An attack 
on a coach, & on a ranch, with an immense deal of firing, was most exciting, so was the buffalo hunt, & 
the bucking ponies, that were almost impossible to sit… The cow boys, are fine looking people, but the 
painted Indians, with their feathers, & wild dress (very little of it) were rather alarming looking.” 
Other members of the show were equally forthright in their accounts. One Indian named Black Elk was 
reported as saying: “We stood right in front of Grandmother England. She was little but fat and we liked 
her, because she was good to us.” 
6 
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Arthur Sullivan of Gilbert and Sullivan, 1888 

Although Victoria never met W S Gilbert, she was a great admirer of Arthur Sullivan – though more for his 
choral music than his comic operas. He composed a Jubilee hymn to mark the queen’s 60 years on the 
throne and she bestowed honours on him from a knighthood to membership of the Royal Victorian Order. 
One afternoon, more than 20 years into her widowhood, the elderly queen summoned her groom-in-
waiting, Alick Yorke, and announced that after lunch he and she would sing duets. While another courtier 
sat down at the piano to play the accompaniment, Victoria propped up on the table a copy of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s comic opera Patience and found her place. 

 
British composer Arthur Sullivan, who achieved noteriety during his partnership with William Gilbert. 

(Photo by London Stereoscopic Company/Getty Images) 

“Now Mr Yorke, you begin,” she instructed. The groom obediently sang to her: “Prithee, pretty maiden, 
will you marry me?” Then in a very clear soft voice sang, “Gentle Sir, although to marry I’m inclined.” 
Clearly pleased with her performance she, stopped mid-verse and threw in the non-sequitur: “You know 
Mr Yorke, I was taught singing by Mendelssohn.” 
In 1888 the queen made a rare foray into London society to hear a Sullivan piece performed with a full 
accompaniment. “At ½ p. 3,” she noted on 8 May, “went to the Albert Hall… where Sullivan’s “Golden 
Legend” was most beautifully given.” 
Afterwards she asked to meet “Sir A. Sullivan, whom I complimented very much.” 
Sullivan’s own diary account of the meeting mentions a virtual command from the queen: “Her first words 
were: “At last I have heard the ‘Golden Legend’ Sir Arthur!” Later she said: “You ought to write a grand 
opera, you would do it so well.” The result was Ivanhoe.   
Victoria didn’t see the opera, but five weeks following its opening she opted to see a typical G&S comic 
opera instead. This time the singers and musicians came to Windsor and later the queen noted: “At 9, we 
went over to the Waterloo Gallery. The ‘Gondoliers’, the last of Sir A. Sullivan’s comic operas was 
performed by D’Oyly Carte’s company of the Savoy Theatre, & lasted about 2 hours & ½. The music, which 
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I know & am very fond of, is quite charming throughout & was well acted & sung… I really enjoyed the 
performance very much.” 
All extracts from: An Audience With Queen Victoria – The Royal Opinion on 30 Famous Victorians, by Ian 
Lloyd (published by The History Press, March 2019). Robert Lacey, royal biographer and historical 
adviser to The Crown writes: “Fascinating, ingenious — and highly readable. This compelling series of 
vignettes build into a full portrait of the great Queen as we have never seen her before”.  
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