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The SPEAKERS: Bios 
 
Randy M. Browne is Associate Professor of Black Atlantic and African 
Diaspora History at Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio, and a specialist on 
slavery and colonialism in the Caribbean, especially Guyana.   His scholarship 
has appeared in journals such as the William and Mary Quarterly, the New 
West Indian Guide, and Slavery & Abolition.  He is currently working on 
several projects, including a study of slave drivers in the eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century Caribbean.   His first book, Surviving Slavery in the British 
Caribbean, was published by the University of Pennsylvania Press in 2017 
and won the Ohio Academy of History Publication Award.  This book’s focus 
on Berbice, as one of the only places in the Anglo-Atlantic world where 
enslaved people had access to legal intermediaries, will form the basis of 
Randy’s talk.  Randy will be joining Guyana SPEAKS via Skype. 
 
John Mair was born in British Guiana. He attended Sacred Heart RC School 
and won the Demerara Scholarship (top in the Colony) in 1961. His family 
then migrated to the UK. John attended the LSE, the University of Sussex and 
the University of Leeds. He has worked as a producer for the BBC, ITV, 
Channel Four and GTV in Guyana. In recent years, he has edited 25 books 
on journalism; the latest two (‘VS Naipaul: the Legacy’ and ‘Anti-Social 
Media?’) were published in October 2018. He also co-edited the 2019 
publication, ‘Oil Dorado? Guyana’s Black Gold’ (2019).  John will speak on the 
topic of his great, great, great grandfather, Sir Henry Clementson, a 19th 
century planter and proprietor of Cummings Lodge. 
 
Born and brought up in the Northern Highlands of Scotland, David Alston is a 
freelance historian and author who has been a youth worker in Toxteth 
(Liverpool), a schoolteacher in Wallsend (Tyneside), and in the Highlands an 
adult education organiser, a museum curator, a local authority councillor, and 
chair of an NHS Board. For 20 years he has been researching the role of 
Highland Scots in the slave-worked plantations of the Caribbean, especially 
Guyana. He is among the first Scottish historians to address the issue of 
Scotland’s involvement with slavery.  David will share some of these historical 
insights with the Guyana SPEAKS audience.  His website, for further 
information, is: <http://www.spanglefish.com/slavesandhighlanders/> 
  
 


