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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Treat People With Respect

Justice Anthony Carmona is the fi fth President of Trin-
idad and Tobago. He has had a distinguished career in the 
fi eld of jurisprudence and community work and stands 
today as one of the foremost thinkers in the Caribbean 
region. Justice Carmona is a tireless worker for peace and 
security.

Justice Carmona was 
born in Trinidad. He 
is the eldest in a fami-
ly of three brothers and 
two sisters, His mom is 
Barbara and his dad is 
Denis. It is through his 
dad that Anthony has 
native blood. His pater-
nal grandparents were 
native Indians from the 
Oriental Delta.

Anthony went to San-
ta Flora primary school 
where he took to read-
ing; English language 
and literature were his 
favorite subjects. ‘I love 
reading. I went into the 
language stream. I found 
that literature helped to 
shape my sensibilities,’ 
Anthony says. His man-
tra has been to treat peo-
ple like people. He has 
always treated others 
with respect.

Anthony went to 
Presentation College in 
San Fernando. It was 
a school that was run 
by the priests from Ire-
land. After graduation, 
he taught for one year at 
Fyzabad Anglican Sec-
ondary School. This was 
a great experience and 
he was the sports master 
for the school as well. 
The football team that he 
coached topped the tour-
nament.

In the mid-seventies, 
Anthony went to Mona 
in Jamaica to study En-
glish and International 
Politics. It turned out 
to be a wonderful ex-
perience. Anthony said 
it was the best decision 
that he made. He lived 
and learned patriotism 
in Jamaica. He found Ja-
maicans to be extreme-
ly patriotic about their 
country ‘from the top to 
the very bottom.’ This 
explains why the Jamai-
can diaspora is so con-
nected to the country and 
should serve as a lesson 
to other countries, espe-
cially Guyana.

nthony immersed 
himself in the life and 
culture of Jamaica and 

worked his way up the 
ladder. He served in the 
offi  ce of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions and 
was subsequently ap-
pointed as Deputy Di-
rector of Public Prosecu-
tions. His life then took 
an unexpected turn. In 
2001, Anthony was ap-
pointed to a top position 
at the United Nations. He 
was to be a Prosecutor at 
the International Crimi-

nal Tribunal for the for-
mer Yugoslavia and for 
Rwanda. The trial was 
held at The Hague, in 
Holland.

Anthony spent four 
years in Holland and de-
scribes the experience as 
‘phenomenal.’ He saw at 
fi rst hand, and in telling 
fashion, man’s inhuman-
ity to man. He was in 
charge of handling the 
appeals, and based on 

the evidence, there were 
a lot of convictions. The 
process was slow as this 
was the fi rst war crimes 
tribunal since Nurem-
berg. Anthony was the 
fi rst West Indian to pros-
ecute on a war crimes 
tribunal that was indeed 
a high honor. 

How did he fi nd the 
experience? According 
to Anthony, ‘it was emo-
tionally trying. Prosecut-

ing persons for genocide 
at the appellate level took 
a lot of time and emotion. 
I remember there were 
times when I would be in 
my offi  ce and would see 
Slobodan Milosevic. He 
looked normal and you 
begin to wonder how he 
was responsible for that 
atrocity.’

During his stint at 
The Hague Anthony felt 
at times as if had been to 

hell and back. This ex-
perience has made him 
more aware of interna-
tional issues because he 
came face to face with 
evil and human mon-
sters. Anthony was ap-
proached to become a 
judge on the high court 
on his return to Trinidad. 
This was in 2004 and he 
served as a judge until 
2014.  By virtue of his 
vast experience he was 
nominated to be an inter-
national criminal court 
judge. 

This was no ordi-
nary honor as Anthony 
came up against a dis-
tinguished pool of jurists 
from all over the world. 
But he was not worried 
as he had the experi-
ence and qualifi cations. 
He credits the late pres-
ident Robinson for giv-
ing him the exposure 
in international aff airs. 
This led him to become 
passionate about interna-
tional justice. Anthony 
was elected on the fi rst 
ballot to serve as an in-
ternational judge. It was 
a feather in his cap but 
also a great honor for 
his country, Trinidad and 
Tobago.

According to An-
thony, ‘when I received 
the phone call about 
my appointment I was 
shocked. I was a country 
boy and to have achieved 
such heights was a great 
feeling. It put into per-
spective that we as Ca-
ribbean people can reach 
for the stars if we put our 
minds to it. I didn’t see 
my appointment in the 
context of a personal ac-
complishment. I felt that 
by succeeding the Carib-
bean was succeeding.’ 
(Next Week: Justice An-
thony Carmona becomes 
President of Trinidad 
and Tobago). 

he was even the Calypso 
King on campus! He was 
to sing calypso in Barba-
dos and Trinidad as well 
with his famous ‘Con-
scious Man.’ Anthony 

returned to Trinidad 
upon graduation and de-
cided to pursue studies in 
Law at the Hugh Wood-
ing Law School. He was 
a part-time lecturer in the 
Department of Language 
and Linguistics and a se-
nior tutor in the Depart-
ment of Government.

Anthony proceeded 
to the Cave Hill campus 
in Barbados to further 
his studies in Law. By 
this time he had become 
the total Caribbean man. 
He admired Jamaica for 
its patriotism, Barbados 
for its sense of order and 
Trinidad for its wonder-
ful friends and culture. 
Later, he would vis-
it Guyana and become 
captivated by the coun-
try’s vast expanse and 
raw beauty.

Anthony said that at 
one point when he was 
asked about his nation-
ality he would reply that 

he was a ‘Trin-Jam-Baj, 
a trifecta that describes 
the Caribbean man.’ One 
aspect of the Caribbe-
anist was to become a 
supporter of democratic 

socialism. This ideol-
ogy was popular in the 
seventies with Michael 
Manley as a key leader. 
He would also feature 
in the leadership of the 
non-aligned movement. 
This movement attracted 
the attention of Anthony, 
and others, and they de-
veloped an affi  nity with 
the downtrodden and the 
poor.

A practical demon-
stration of this affi  ni-
ty was a literacy proj-
ect that was started in 
Trenchtown in Kingston, 
Jamaica. Anthony vol-
unteered and taught the 
students basic literacy 
skills. They benefi tted 
from his expertise, and 
despite the crime in the 
area, he was safe as the 
people appreciated his 
services. As far as work-
ing in Trinidad is con-
sidered, Anthony started 
as a State Counsel, and 

Says Justice Anthony Carmona
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Justice Anthony Carmona (third from left, front row) 
with a group of New Yorkers. 

Justice Anthony Carmona with Dr. Dhanpaul Narine, 
columnist for ‘The West Indian’


