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The renovated National Trust building on Carmichael Street has now been renamed Valerie Rodway 
House after the late renowned Guyanese composer (Samuel Maughn photo) 
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Women’s History Month 
Valerie Rodway 

To honour the life and work of one of Guyana’s most renowned composers, the National Trust of Guyana 
building, on Carmichael Street, Cummingsburg, Georgetown, has been renamed the Valerie Rodway 

House. 
Professor in the School of Media Arts Studies 

at the Ohio University, Dr. Vibert Cambridge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The renaming comes as the Ministry of the Presidency (MoTP) will be celebrating the life and work of 
Valerie Muriel Rodway, CCH, LRSM, with a roster of activities to mark her birth centenary. 
Rodway is responsible for the composition of some of the country’s most recognised patriotic and cultural 
songs such as ‘Hymn for Guyana’s Children’, ‘O Beautiful Guyana’ and ‘Guyana the Free’. 
On Tuesday, on Carmichael Street, next to State House, President David Granger; First Lady, Mrs Sandra 
Granger; ministers and members of parliament; relatives of Rodway and special invitees, met to celebrate 
her life. 
In delivering the feature remarks, Professor in the School of Media Arts Studies at Ohio University, Dr. 
Vibert Cambridge, described Rodway as a ‘national treasure’, and expressed his delight to be able to 
celebrate her creativity and legacy, with others. 

Pianist Marilyn Dewar presents the 

original manuscript of ‘O Beautiful 

Guyana’ written by Valerie Rodway to 

Ovid Fraser, the sole surviving sibling 

of Rodway. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge told the gathering, that the building, prior to hosting the National Trust and the Public 
Information Press Service, was home to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, post-independence. Its renaming 
to the Valerie Rodway House, he said, adds to the rich history of the building while it signifies the 
expansion of the role of the National Trust to incorporate purposeful, national-conscious music. 

http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/rodway5.jpg
http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/rodway4.jpg
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As he reviewed the musical works of Rodway, Dr. Cambridge assessed that Rodway found her inspiration 
in nature, the human struggle and Guyanese poetry. He added that Rodway’s compositions connected 
with Guyana’s landscape, soundscape, Amerindian heritage and social cohesiveness. 
“Valerie Rodway left behind a substantial body of work that represents several styles. Her music also 
reflects national pride and a commitment to quality. That body of work is a national treasure,” he said. 
Dr. Cambridge commended President Granger for his persistent and consistent calls for the national songs 
to be played in schools, and encouraged in homes and public institutions. 
However, he made the call for greater preservation of the country’s audio and visual records; for an 
increase in access to education and training in creative arts for young people; for the participation of 
Guyana’s broadcasting sector and for an inter-agency approach to addressing these needs. 
“What we have in Guyana, at the moment, in my interpretation, is mediocre and it is in no way adequate 
to prepare the current and next generation for effective participation in the creative industry,” he said. 

President David Granger speaks at the 

commemoration ceremony in celebration of the 

birth centenary of Valerie Muriel Rodway, CCH, 

LRSM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Your Excellency, this act today signals another example of the corrective your administration had started 
to bring to our Dear Land of Guyana.” 
Prior to declaring the Valerie Rodway House open, President Granger had delivered brief remarks on the 
value of Rodway’s contributions and the importance of the country’s cultural movement. 
“Valerie Rodway’s talent is that she moved beyond ethnicity; she moved beyond religion; she moved 
beyond the prejudices of being urban or rural and she helped us to discover our Guyanese-ness. When 
you read what she wrote and listen to what was played, there’s no trace of prejudice. This is all about 
Guyana; all about us,” he said. 
President Granger added that Rodway’s work was more than an edifice and serves as education for 
Guyanese. He encouraged cultural associations to pay special attention to her work. 
He also thanked Rodway’s family for sharing her with the world and for participating in the important 
ceremony. 
At the event, the booklet, ‘Valerie Muriel Rodway’, written by Dr. Cambridge and published by the Press 
Service of the Ministry of the Presidency, was presented to everyone attending the ceremony. 
It was also announced that the booklet will be distributed to schools and libraries all across Guyana, so 
that children and citizens can learn about the life and work of Rodway. 
Meanwhile, a commemorative stamp was presented by Postmaster General of the Guyana Post Office 
Corporation (GPOC), Karen Brown. It marked the first release in the GPOC’s 2019 commemorative stamp 
programme. Added to this, and as a surprise to many, local legendary pianist, Marilyn Dewar, presented 
to the sole surviving sibling of Rodway, Ovid Fraser, the original manuscript, written by hand of ‘O 
Beautiful Guyana’. 

http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/rodway2.jpg
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First Lady Sandra Granger 

(first left) along with 

several Ministers of 

Government; Mayor of 

Georgetown Ubraj Narine 

and other specially invited 

guests attended the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The manuscript was presented to the National Archives and was received by Archivist, Nadia Gamel-
Carter, who would, from henceforth, ensure its safe keeping and preservation at the archives. 
Musical renditions of Rodway’s compositions were played throughout the ceremony, by the Guyana 
Police Force Band. 
Up next in the roster of activities to mark Rodway’s birth centenary, is a symposium on Valerie Rodway’s 
music- ‘A National treasure’. 
The event will be held today at the University of Guyana, Turkeyen Campus, in the Education Lecture 
Theatre from 17:00hrs to 19:00hrs. 
Rodway (1919-1970) was born in New Amsterdam, East Berbice-Corentyne (Region Six), and is best known 
for her composition of other national songs including ‘Kanaïma’ and ‘Arise, Guyana’. 
She also put to music, the famed Guyanese Independence poem by Martin Carter, ‘Let Freedom Awaken’. 

 
Relatives of Valerie Rodway. 
 

http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/rodway3.jpg
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The Lesser-known women in Black History 
By Dr. Dhanpaul Narine 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 Light drives out darkness and love conquers hate. If the times aren’t ripe, then you have to ripen 
the times, Dorothy Height reminds us. When one looks at the contributions of black women in history it 
becomes clear that they were undeniable sources of light and love. The literature is filled with examples 
of the rich and royal roles that black women have filled and how they were able to inspire others. We find 
that the impact of black women is often overlooked in the literature. 

Black women have housed, fed, for their families and faced the brunt of wars and pestilences. 
They have played important roles in freedom movements and in so doing inspired others to face the future 
with confidence.  Over the years, these women have held up the sky and have struggled against great 
odds to make a change in their communities. The history of the United States is filled with exciting stories 
of black women that have helped to raise political and social consciousness. The well-known names 
surface in the media when special events are celebrated. But how about those that made their 
contributions and are not in the limelight? The purpose of this article is to highlight the activities of these 
lesser-known women so that readers can appreciate their work and legacies. Elizabeth also known as ‘Old 
Elizabeth’ was born around 1765 in slavery.  She was exposed to religion early while growing up in 
Maryland. Her father read the Bible to the family regularly and when she was eleven Elizabeth suffered 
personal pain.  She was sold to a plantation miles away and that meant separation from her family. 
Elizabeth converted to Christianity but this did not prevent her from being sold twice more. By the time 
she was thirty Elizabeth became a preacher and was a fervent supporter of Emancipation. Her memoir 
was published in 1863 and we found that Elizabeth had traveled to Canada and ‘visited several settlements 
of coloured people, and felt an open door amongst them.’ There is no doubt that she was able to break 
barriers as a woman minister and was perhaps among the first in her time to preach against the evils of 
slavery.  

We have read about the resistance of Rosa Parks who in 1955 refused to give up her seat to a 
white passenger on a bus. Parks was arrested and thrown into jail and this triggered the famous Alabama 

bus strike with Martin Luther King playing a major role. But 
students of Black History would do well to know that on July 16, 
1854 another lady defied the system and won a famous victory. 
She was Elizabeth Jennings. The young lady was on her way to 
church where she was an organist.  She was running late and hailed 
the nearest horse-drawn streetcar. The conductor asked Jennings 
to leave the car and she refused. He then tried to have the upper 
hand. If any white passenger objected ‘ I’ll put you out,’ said the 
conductor. Jennings replied that she was born and raised in New 
York and wasn’t about to leave the car. A tussle ensued and a 
police officer entered the car and forcibly removed Jennings. But 
like Rosa Parks, Jennings had the support of powerful voices and 
they included ministers, abolitionists and journalists. Jennings used 
her contacts and her story was published in the ‘New York Daily 



7 
 

Tribune’. A lawyer, Chester Arthur, was hired by the family and he won the case against the Third Avenue 
Railway Company. The judge ruled that ‘colored persons if sober, well behaved, and free from disease 
could not be excluded from public conveniences by any rules of the company, nor by force or violence.’ 
This was a landmark decision, given the racial composition of New York and by 1859 almost all of the 
streetcar lines were accessible to the African-American population. Elizabeth Jennings won a settlement 
against the Railway Company in the sum of $550 but she only received half because some members of 
the jury ‘had peculiar notions as to colored people’s rights.’ Chester Arthur, incidentally, went on to 
become President of the United States in 1881.   

Did the actions of Jennings influence Rosa Parks a hundred years later? One can’t be sure but 
Jennings and Parks shared a similar history and commitment. There is, however, an important civil rights 
leader that inspired Rosa Parks, and others, and she is Septima Clark.  Septima Clark has been called ‘The 
Mother of the Civil Rights Movement.’  She realized the importance of education and the impact it can 
have to transform society. Septima was born in 1898 in South Carolina and she experienced the eff ects 
of slavery at first hand as her father was a slave. Her mother grew up in Haiti before migrating to the 
United States. It is said that Septima Clark’s courage and moral character ‘was a driving force behind the 
Civil Rights Movement.’ Septima was a teacher in South Carolina where she taught for forty years. She 
was fired because she would not give up her membership of the NAACP.  Septima decided to train black 
and white students that wanted to see change in America.  

One student in her class was Rosa Parks and three months after leaving Parks was at the center 
of the Montgomery bus boycott. But Septima was not done as she worked hard to set up Citizenship 
Schools, the aim of which was to teach blacks to read and write so they could pass the literacy tests. 
According to one report, ‘the schools taught blacks basic literacy, including how to write their names, 
balance their checkbooks and read road signs.’  The schools also taught blacks about the way in which the 
government works, the American Constitution and the importance of voting.  Septima earned the praise 
of Dr. Martin Luther King and in 1979 she was given the Living Legacy Award by President Jimmy Carter.   

Bessie Blount Griffin was a physical therapist, inventor and scientist all rolled into one. She was 
born in Virginia and was trained as a nurse in New Jersey. She worked with wounded soldiers during the 
Second World War. It was this experience that led Bessie to design a device that would enable the disabled 
to be fed by ‘biting down on a tube.’  She received a patent for a ‘Portable Receptacle Support’ and teamed 
up with Theodore Edison, son of Thomas Edison, to produce  cardboard regurgitation basins. In the sixties 
Bessie turned her attention to forensic science. She became the chief document officer in the Police 
Department in Norfolk. Bessie then applied to Scotland Yard and became the first black woman to work 
there. On her return to the United States Bessie worked on historical records and continued her research 
into physical therapy. As she poignantly states, ‘A black woman can invent something for the benefit of 
humankind.’ In the sixties, when the Civil Rights Movement was in the news Diane Nash was a leader of 
the student movement. She was a strong believer in non-violence and worked to integrate lunch counters.  
One of her projects was to get Blacks in the South to register to vote through the Selma Voting Rights 
Movement.  

Diane Nash was born in Chicago and studied at Fisk University where she saw racial segregation 
at first hand.  She organized protests in 1960 against segregation at lunch counters and the movement 
grew to the point where Nashville’s Mayor Ben West publicly called for desegregation. This was achieved 
in May 1960. A year later Nash organized Freedom Rides in the South and helped to break down the 
barriers of segregation. Nash and her husband James Bevel received the ‘Rosa Parks’ award from Dr. 
Martin Luther King in 1965 for their work in the field of civil rights.  
Dorothy Height has been called the godmother of the civil rights movement, and the founding matriarch, 
according to the Washington Post.  She lobbied for civil rights during the Harlem protests, helped to get 
Eleanor Roosevelt involved in the movement, stood on the platform beside Dr. Martin Luther King and 
persuaded President Eisenhower to act on school desegregation.  
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Height was the President of the National Council of Negro Women for over forty years. She was born in 
Richmond, Virginia in 1912, and attended New York University where she studied psychology.  In 1952, 
she was a visiting professor at the Delhi School of Social Work in India. She was also interested in in the 
welfare of women in developing countries and studied women’s organizations in Liberia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Sierra Leone, and Nigeria.  During the infamous days of apartheid, Height  lectured to the Black Women’s 
Federation in South Africa.  She received the Congressional Gold Medal in 2004 and was awarded 36 
honorary doctorate degrees from various universities. Today, the Civil Rights movement is richer because 
of the contribution.       
 

With whom should UNC join? (Part 1 of 3) 

By Dr Kumar Mahabir 
 
There is much discussion on whether the Opposition United National Congress 
(UNC) should contest the next general elections alone or join with others in a 
coalition. 
UNC Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar has said the UNC is strong enough to stand 
alone. I respectfully disagree with her position. Political history has shown that the 
UNC has won only one of four general elections it contested without an alliance. 
That lone victory was in 2000 with a narrow two-seat majority (19-17) which lasted 
only one year in government under Prime Minister Basdeo Panday. 
Opposition UNC MPs Ganga Singh and Dr Fuad Khan have tabled a motion 

requesting Kamla to “explore constructive, cooperative discussions with political entities, political parties, 
civic organisations and progressive individuals … to oppose and defeat the PNM in the coming local and 
general elections, and to offer the country the hope, the promise and the reality of good governance in 
Trinidad and Tobago.” 
My opinion is that it is necessary that the UNC form a coalition or accommodation with all anti-PNM 
(People’s National Movement) forces. Most importantly, they must be given the space and support to 
fight the ruling PNM only in the non-traditional UNC constituencies as well as in San Fernando West and 
Tunapuna. This wise motion by Singh and Khan, nevertheless, places Kamla in a dilemma. If she accepts 
the motion, with whom should she join? 
Beware of back-stabbers 
Kamla must keep back-stabbers far away from the UNC’s safe seats in central and south Trinidad as well 
as in St. Augustine, St. Joseph, San Juan/Barataria and La Horquetta/Talparo. She must protect herself 
behind the Caroni bridge but offer support to them to fight on their own in the rest of Trinidad. Watson 
Duke must be left alone to wage war against the PNM in Tobago. 
Kamla’s non-PNM critics and namakharams [ingrates] have worked vigorously to unseat her from her 
Prime Ministership (2010-2015). Her former allies must not be allowed to work with her closely again. 
Jack Warner, David Abdullah, Carolyn Seepersad-Bachan, Verna St. Rose, Hubert Volney, et al. must not 
be trusted again. 
And the likes of Basdeo and Mickela Panday, Ramesh Lawrence-Maharaj, Ancel Roget, Dr Wayne 
Kublalsingh, Shiraz Khan, Phillip Alexander, Kirk Waite, Juliet Davy, Gregory Aboud, Inshan Ishmael, et al. 
must not be allowed to lurk and bask in the shadow of the UNC. New faces must be found. 
Jack in the box 
Jack Warner’s Independent Liberal Party (ILP) party would have been the alternative opposition in Trinidad 
if his campaign had been directed equally against the Opposition PNM and the ruling UNC-led People’s 
Partnership (PP). He was so consumed with vendetta against, and political tabanca [unreturned love 
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sickness] for, his former allies that he was really helping the PNM to sling corruption stones against the 
PP. His campaign in 2013 was electrifying, riveting, convincing and dramatic with many young Indians 
surging to his side.  But the electorate soon realised that Jack was, in effect, moonlighting for the PNM.  
Jack’s popularity soon plummeted. In the 2013 Chaguanas West by-election, the ILP won resoundingly 
with12,642 votes vs 5,126 for UNC’s Khadijah Ameen. However, in the 2015 general elections, the ILP lost 
abysmally with 418 votes vs 17,506 for UNC’s Ganga Singh.  The UNC’s Community Development Minister 
Winston Gypsy Peters publicly congratulated Jack on his ILP by-election victory in 2013. Gypsy now works 
for the PNM Government as Chairman of the National Carnival Commission.  
Jack’s corruption charges against the PP during his political campaigns have proven to be false. He and his 
Sunshine newspaper have lost many defamation lawsuits in the courts for which he has to pay aggravated 
and exemplary damages as well as the legal costs of his claimants. Jack and his newspaper have lost cases 
filed by Kamla and other UNC members such as Anand Ramlogan, Surujrattan Rambachan, Devant 
Maharaj and Faaiq Mohammed. 
With the threat of being extradited to the USA for a string of bribery charges relating to FIFA football 
corruption, should Kamla now embrace her former National Security Minister in a coalition? If she does, 
would Kamla be sleeping with the devil? To not do so would be to lose him as a political strategist, a fluent 
writer, a great public speaker, a tireless worker and a mobiliser of resources. It must be understood that 
Jack was unceremoniously fired as a Minister by Kamla for external corruption scandals. However, Kamla 
and the UNC should not have spurned him. It was a fatal mistake made by the UNC. Jack felt deeply hurt 
and his emotional pain transformed him into a raging Rawan and Hulk. He became a wounded animal 
thirsty for the blood of his perpetrator. He vowed publicly that he would remove the UNC-led PP from 
government just as he had helped to install them. 

.  
1. Cleaning.            
2. Employment 
3. Event planning 
Like and share Yahweh services Guyana on face book 
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MEDIA RELEASE - Is UTT President Sarim Al Zubaidy a fraud from Iraq? 
 
Fatimah Mohammed 
 

  
 

 
Has the Iraqi foreigner Sarim Al Zubaidy lied to (The University of Trindiad and Tobago) UTT about his 
qualifications to get the high-paying President job, and to Immigration to get a work permit? 

Has he been ordered NOT TO USE either the Dr or Professor title before his name after the recent 
discovery? 

If there is fraudulence, then his instruction to dismiss 59 lecturers on May 11, 2018 must be revoked. He 
had no moral, legal and administrative authority to make such an order that affected the lives and 
livelihoods of lecturers and Professors with PhDs for over 8 months now. 
SEE attached UTT memo and UTT PRESS RELEASE without a Dr or Professor title before Al Zubaidy’s name. 
Ms. Fatimah Mohammed 

Chin Chin Road, Cunupia 

Trinidad and Tobago 

 

Shop at the online GIHR store 
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Should UNC accommodate Abdullah, Alexander & Waithe? 
By Dr Kumar Mahabir 
There is much discussion on whether the Opposition United National Congress (UNC) should 
contest the next general election in Trinidad and Tobago alone or join with others in a coalition. 
If UNC Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar decides to form a coalition, with whom should she join?  
David Abdullah has forgotten that it was Kamla who had appointed him as a Government Senator 
in 2010-2012, and many of his MSJ (Movement for Social Justice) followers as Directors of State 
Boards. These are prized positions that David and the MSJ would never enjoy again unless he 
joins the PNM. And that would not be surprising.  

David would never share the stage with the Opposition UNC today. But in 2012 and 2014, 
he joined forces with the then Opposition PNM (People’s National Movement) in Port-of-Spain 
to protest against the People’s Partnership (PP) Government. 
Roget, Ramesh and Rowley together 

David showed solidarity with the Joint Trade Union Movement (JTUM) and its president, 
Ancil Roget. They joined PNMites Dr Keith Rowley, Jennifer Baptiste-Primus and Camille 
Robinson-Regis at a rally. Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj and Jack Warner also spoke. 

Roget was incensed about the treatment of the PP government towards the Petrotrin oil 
company. During the march, Roget shouted: “We are prepared to do everything within the law 
to ensure that they go, that they go, that they go.” Now that the PNM Government has closed 
Petrotrin and sent home 8,000 workers, why are David, Roget, Vincent Caberra,  Michael 
Annisette and JTUM silent?  

Why is Roget not now marching up and down Port of Spain and publicly vowing “not to 
rule out closing down the country in T&T’s interest, if necessary” and declaring, “We’re not 
prepared to rest until they [PP Government] leave!” Why is Roget not undressing and dragging a 
mannequin of Rowley as he did of Kamla.  

Why are the trade unions, NGOs and civic groups such as the Roundtable Group not 
joining the UNC in its Monday Night Forum in a show of solidarity? Would Kamla ask Kirk Waithe 
and his one-man show, Fixing T&T, to join her?  

Kirk gave Kamla plenty pressure during her term in office, going around asking people to 
sign petitions on legal State matters. Why is Kirk not petitioning Rowley to act on matters 
involving Chief Justice Ivor Archie in relation to a mysterious man, Justice Marcia Ayers-Caesar, 
the Law Association, and the composition of the Judicial and Legal Service Commission (JLSC)? 
Phillip, Panday, Kirk, Volney, et al.  

Would Kamla ask Phillip Alexander and his Progressive Empowerment Party (PEP) to join 
her? Phillip, Kirk and Comrade David Abdullah combined cannot attract enough voters to fill a 
bus to a polling station on election day. But their active commitment to national development 
cannot be discounted.  

And what of Basdeo Panday and his daughter, Mickela? As a charismatic politician and 
public orator par excellence, Panday was twice a Prime Minister (1995 & 2001). He was also the 
lead figure to break the PNM hegemony in 1986 (33-3) with the formation of the National Alliance 
for Reconstruction (NAR).  
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Kamla must seek his experience and wisdom as an elderly statesman (guru). But Panday 
is unlikely to cooperate because he wants his attractive, bright daughter to succeed him. 
However, Mickela’s place in the politics is in the future, not now. 

Herbert Volney must know that the political road has ended and it is time to park.   The 
fired Justice Minister had caused the PP Government irreparable damage by allegedly misleading 
the Cabinet over the early proclamation of Section 34 of the Administration of Justice (Indictable 
Proceedings) Bill 2011. 

Would Kamla accept her former Gender Youth and Child Development Minister, Verna St 
Rose-Greaves, again?  With about 1,670 murders in three and a half years under the PNM, and 
80 in the first 52 days in 2019, why is Verna not ringing her bell and screaming hysterically in and 
out Parliament: “It cannot be business as usual. Our children are dying. Our children are being 
killed. Do something! Oh God!”  

Would environment activist Dr Wayne Kublalsingh join the UNC on a platform? With his 
“farce”” protest against Kamla to stop the Debe to Mon Desir leg of the new highway, this 
Mahatma has denied commuters the free flow of traffic in the south-western part of Trinidad. 
On the eve of the general election in 2015, he vowed publicly “to use all his strength [??] to 
ensure” the PP lose. Why is Wayne not camping against the construction of buildings on the 
Curepe nurseries and near the mangroves in Guyamare and POS MovieTowne? 

Goatman President Shiraz Khan, car salesman Inshan Ishmael and community activist 
Juliet Davy have lost all political integrity. They would hang their mouth on any side of the fence 
the food flows. Inshan, in particular, is namakharam [ungrateful] to the UNC who gave him 
undeserved land near the Divali Nagar. 
Dr Mahabir is writing another article on who the UNC should accommodate 
 

Burnham’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) Foresight led to Guyana having 
oil offshore 

Adam Harris 
 
 
 
 
 

Today Guyana has oil. There is now talk about preserving the riches that should accrue from the 
discoveries made by ExxonMobil.  Yet a few short years ago, the oil would not have been Guyana’s. We 
seem to forget that foresight by a now dead leader has some people going wild and others being critical 
of decisions made so far with regard to the oil. 
It was not so long ago that Guyana’s territorial limit extended a mere three miles offshore. That was the 
case when Guyana became independent. It was also so for many Caribbean countries, not least among 
them Trinidad and Barbados.   
At the time Forbes Burnham was the leader of Guyana. He opted to examine the United Nations rule as 
it relates to territorial limits. He found that Guyana could extend its own and moved to move the territorial 
limit to twelve miles. 
To put this in perspective, one only needs to remember the Cubana air disaster of 1976. When the aircraft 
exploded off the coast of Barbados, Guyana pushed to have Barbados try the criminals. But Barbados 
claimed that the aircraft came down outside Barbados’ territorial limit. That limit was a mere three miles. 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/adam-harris.jpg
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Burnham argued otherwise to no avail. In the end, because the criminals were Venezuelan nationals, that 
country prosecuted the men.  Not long after, Barbados extended its territorial limit to twelve miles. A little 
too late for Guyana. Meanwhile Guyana continued to look at its territorial limit. Burnham then explored 
the law as it related to the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). He found that Guyana could claim up to 200 
miles off its coast. 
This was in keeping with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. That convention states, 
“the UNCLOS (Part V) defines the EEZ as a zone beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea in which a 
coastal state has: sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing 
the natural resources, whether living or non-living, of the waters superjacent to the seabed and of the 
seabed and its subsoil, and with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation and exploration 
of the zone, such as the production of energy from the water, currents, and winds; jurisdiction with regard 
to the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations, and structures; marine scientific research; 
the protection and preservation of the marine environment; the outer limit of the exclusive economic 
zone shall not exceed 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea 
is measured”. 
Burnham was a clever man and a nationalist. He secured those 200 nautical miles so that today Guyana 
can claim the oil that has been found offshore. 
Now that there is oil, so many things have happened. For starters, there is the pre-oil cost being levied by 
the oil company. These costs must be audited because there is the view that they have been padded. The 
higher the cost, the less money Guyana will get for its oil. 
Of course, the whole question of oil is new to Guyana. We have been pursuing oil for decades and finding 
little or nothing. I remember back in 1973 when a company, Home Oil, made a discovery in the Takutu 
Basin. The find was put at 800 barrels a day. 
Needless to say, Guyana was excited. But alas, that oil was not in commercial quantities. Our hopes of 
becoming an oil-producing nation were dashed. The well was plugged and remains so to this day. 
But today, there is so much more, to the point that Guyana is counting in thousands of barrels per day. 
With the find, too, Guyana has introduced the study of oil and gas at its leading institutions. 
Sadly, enough Guyanese are not benefiting from the offshoot. Trinidad with is knowledge, having been in 
the industry for more than 100 years, is capitalizing on the offers in Guyana. Trinidad nationals are the 
major beneficiaries of the local content. 
Guyanese with their money have always been reluctant investors. It would have been a master stroke of 
some of them, if they had the knowledge and the drive to invest in some of the things that the Trinidadians 
have come to do. 
Even so, Guyana feels that it is still being short changed. The pressure for greater local content was 
recently met with the comment that Guyana wants to be at the same level as Trinidad in this area when 
the neighbouring country had years to perfect its position. 
The fact is that Guyana can and should aspire to be where it wants to be, because it must. The faster a 
country develops some things, the better for its people. Guyana already has a vibrant agricultural sector. 
It can supply all the food needs for ExxonMobil, and it should. The oil company therefore has no need to 
import food and to ask Guyana to pay for it. 
The audit conducted by Guyana should look at the extent of food imports and raise objections. Housing 
should have been another area. Instead, we understand that the oil company is establishing its own 
housing. It has the money to do so. 
One argument would be that it is using local skills to construct these homes. However, that raises another 
question. There are many countries that deny foreigners the right to own property in the country. Guyana 
with its small population and its dire need for investors never pursued such a law. 
I do know that the oil company is renting hotel rooms across the city at Guyana’s expense. Will the 
gambling debts incurred by the occupants be included in the bill forwarded to Guyana? 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 
 

1. “Valerie Rodway’s talent was that she moved beyond ethnicity, beyond religion, beyond the 
prejudices of being urban or rural and she helped us to discover our ‘Guyaneseness’. When you 
read what she wrote and listen to what was played…there is no prejudice…this is all about 
Guyana, all about us.” 

2. Guyanese, today, are celebrating their country’s statehood. It was a substantive fulfilment of 
our people’s aspirations to chart their own destiny by refashioning their social and economic 
relations, introducing new national institutions, affirming sovereignty and advancing towards 
the goal of self-reliance. The National Honours system was introduced to recognise the service 
of our outstanding citizens. 

3. Everyone wins when the nation is united. Let us work together to ensure that our country 

remains secure, our economy is stable and that everyone is safe and could enjoy a good life. 

4. Officers, Guyana has been victim, always, to claims on its territory despite international 
recognition of its land mass, its territorial borders, its territorial sea and its exclusive economic 
zone. Our territory is populated by Guyanese citizens and its resources are for them; they form 
part of our national patrimony. 
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Guyana Politics: The sub-text we are witnessing is our Ethnic Dynamics 
– Dr. David Hinds  

    
Guyana is not a mature democracy. After more than 50 years of independence, we have not reached 
the point where our political, partisan and ideological disagreements and conflicts are played out within 
the context of the rule of law, constitutional supremacy and protection of civil rights and liberties. 
While factors such as the hyper authoritarian instincts of leaders thrown up by the political culture, the 
personalization of power and the paramountcy of the party are key to that outcome, it is our ethnic 
competition that ultimately stands in the way democratic maturity. It is not that democratic instincts 

do not exist in our political culture, but ultimately it is the authoritarian instinct that always 

wins. 
In Guyana, democracy cannot be construed outside of our ethnic dynamics.     
Some observers have blamed the PNC ‘s authoritarian regime 1964-92 on Forbes Burnham’s authoritarian 
approach to the management of power. While I agree that that was a factor in the outcome, I think even 
more pivotal was the ethnic dynamics, which we inherited from the long period of colonial domination. 
I believe Burnham and the PNC made a definite decision to opt for a praxis of electoral fraud to protect 
African Guyanese from permanent domination. Since electoral fraud and democratic governance cannot 
co-exist, authoritarianism was inevitable. The natural resistance to that authoritarianism was then played 
out against the backdrop of the very logic of anti-democracy. It meant that instead of breaking down the 
authoritarian state and culture of colonialism, we ended up consolidating them. 
The Walter Rodney-WPA intervention challenged that praxis in a very serious way. For almost two 
decades, starting with the Eusi Kwayana-Moses Bhagwan ASCRIA-IPRA intervention in the early 1970s 
through the Rodney period and the decade following Rodney’s assassination, the democratic instinct was 
most prevalent. 
That democratic instinct prevailed because Rodney and the WPA were able to subdue the ethnic fears 
and insecurities of the two major ethnic groups and channel their common energies into a larger multi-
ethnic resistance movement. But with the return of free elections, the lid on the ethnic fears and 
insecurities was blown off and the authoritarian instinct returned with a vengeance. The ethnic groups 
returned to their ethnic enclaves and the Rodney-WPA intervention came to an end. 
It was against that background that the PPP came to power in 1992. The party won the election and begun 
to govern with the blessings of even Indian Guyanese who had left the party and embraced the Rodney-
WPA intervention and others who had embraced the PNC regime as a matter of survival. Not 
unexpectedly, the PPP saw its principal objective in government in ethnic terms. From all indications, the 
party made a deliberate decision to empower Indian Guyanese materially and symbolically as a form of 
protection against future domination. 
Unlike the PNC, the PPP didn’t have to opt for electoral fraud, but it embarked on a praxis of overt ethnic 
domination. This included weakening of African Guyanese institutions and areas of the political economy 
and the state where they dominated, in addition to massive transfer of state resources into private hands 
of mainly Indian Guyanese. 
Invariably, the State was merged with the growing criminal networks. The Indian Guyanese community, 
most of whom did not benefit directly from the transfer of State resources, backed the PPP, because they 
saw it as protecting their ethnic interests. Since ethnic domination and criminalization of the State cannot 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/David-Hinds.png
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co-exist with democratic governance, authoritarianism was inevitable. Instead of breaking down the 
authoritarian State and political culture inherited from the PNC, the PPP consolidated and enhanced them. 
By the time the PPP left office in 2015, it had transformed Guyana into an Ethno-Authoritarian State. Enter 
the Coalition Government. It was the first government of its type. Unlike the PNC-UF coalition of 1964-68, 
this was a pre-election partnership of three established parties and three others not so established. But 
the leadership of the PNC, to my mind, made a deliberate decision to govern as a PNC government. 
APNU was demobilized to mute WPA’s influence, and the presidency was superimposed on the Coalition 
to mute the AFC. This party dominance has been a deliberate decision to ensure that ultimate power 
resides in the hands of African Guyanese leaders within the Coalition. 
It is no secret that the government has not performed well in the last three and a half years. To my mind, 
the undermining of the Coalition mentioned above, narrow decision-making, hyper-elitism and visionless 
leadership, have been the major contributing factors. Since the passage of the No Confidence Motion, the 
government has defied all attempts to get it to demit office. From the judicial review of the vote, to the 
calls for new voter registration by GECOM, the delaying tactics are hardly masked. 
But what the media and other commentators are avowing is the ethnic question. The African Guyanese 
community, which only a few months ago severely rebuked the government at the Local Government 
Elections, is now squarely behind the government actions—they want the government to remain in place. 
The vote by Charrandass Persaud has reignited anti-Indian suspicions among African Guyanese and the 
realization that the same pre-2015 PPP leadership could return to power appears to have hardened the 
ethnic feelings. 
The not so-hidden message to African Guyanese is that they are being cheated out of power. The 
estranged base is now reunited with the leadership. It is against that background that the government’s 
stubborn cling to power must be seen. 
It seems to me then, that the impasse needs a political solution. To behave as though this is a case of a 
government subverting democracy is to miss the essence of the problem. If the government bows out 
without resistance, it would have a hard time convincing its base to go to the polls when elections are 
held. The longer it holds out, the longer time it gets to mend fences with the base. 
What is at stake here is which ethnic group would symbolically and materially be in control 
of the common oil wealth. 
For its part, the PPP is eager to prove that those Indian Guyanese who voted for the 
Coalition in 2015 are now back where they belong; that the signals from the LGE are real. 
The sub-text to what we are witnessing is the ethnic dynamics just below the surface. 

           
Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child development 
center.  Call Sister Elvira 2275093 
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What is going on in Haiti? 
By Jean H Charles 
Haiti is going these days into its Fourth Revolution; the rest of the world 
barely takes notice. Indeed after its Revolution in 1800 culminating in 
becoming the first black independent nation uprooting slavery for itself and 
for the rest of the world, on January 1, 1804, it caused another Revolution 
around 1920 fighting the American occupation that lasted from 1915 to 
1934. 
 
Thirty years of cruel dictatorship of the Duvaliers from 1956 to 1986 
occasioned the Third Revolution culminating in the fateful day of February 7 
when the people finally booted out the dictator and his wife to install 
democracy. 

 
But it was democracy only in name not in fact, for the next 30 years from 1989 to 2019 the nation has 
endured a faux democracy model where all the decks of the cards have been manipulated to keep the 
masses of Haitians in complete desuetude.       
 
There is now a movement to get rid of this canvas of faux democracy so at least and at last the large 
majority of the population would enjoy tranquility, welfare and peace at home. It is a difficult proposition 
because the forces nationally and internationally are opposed to this transition. 
 
It is the story of the fight for freedom from slavery revisited not only in Haiti but all over the world. Will 
the masters of this universe let a dozen freedmen enter into the beatitude of middle class status at a time 
or will they open the door large enough to let a million enter at a time. 
 
The gilets jaunes/ yellows vests in France are on the street every weekend to demand more access to 
education, elevation and self-realization from the government, a movement that has taken the Emmanuel 
Macron government by surprise that such a large mass of people refuses to accept the status quo from 
year one of the regime to year five, at its end. 
 
In the United States, there is a fight of ideology between the Democrats and the Republicans and now 
with the Independents (Howard Schultz of Starbucks) joining into the midst as to which party and its leader 
will satisfy the thirst of the masses for relief against lack of jobs, indecent housing facility, grieving student 
loans, health care and the rest. 
 
We will stick to the subject of Haiti for this essay with the reminder that these three countries, the United 
States in 1776, France in 1789 and Haiti in 1804 have jointly established for the entire world, the rule of 
law that each man and each woman is a human being endowed by God to enjoy beatitude on this earth 
with his diligence coupled with the support of its government. 
 
Haiti is undertaken it’s Fourth Revolution that would maybe teach the rest of the world that democracy 
on paper is a sham; it is not the same as democracy in action. 
 
I am familiar with the characterization of faux democracy because, I was a presidential candidate in the 
last election in Haiti. My party not only stole all the funds attributed to my campaign by the government 
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but muted into a satellite of the party in power before the canvassing with the caveat it can act as a legal 
bandit at please for the simple reason, it has the backing of the government in power. 
 
The past election in Haiti was a sham, with candidates, in particular the candidates of the party in power 
openly buying each vote for the modicum price of 1,000 gourds or 12 dollars by elector. It has taken power 
with some 700,000 votes from an electorate of six million people. 
 
The poor economic performance, the endemic administrative corruption and the sheer disregard for the 
rule of law, have brought the people to the edge on three occasions, on July 6 and 7, on November 18, 
2018, and now on February 7, 2019. The people and the leaders of the Movement have vowed not to 
leave the streets until the president and its government has tendered its demission for a regime change. 
 
The Core group (United States, France, Spain, and Canada) that supports a similar situation in Latin 
America with the people of Venezuela fighting the Sandinista government of Nicolas Maduro for the 
imposition of Juan Guaidó as the now legitimate ruler is discounting the same situation in Haiti. It is 
demanding that in Haiti regime change should apply only through election. 
 
Yet taken together in the capital city of Port au Prince and in the different cities of the republic, more than 
six million people are on the street demanding the end of the regime of Jovenel Moise. It has been a week 
now since Operation Lock has indeed stopped all usual business in Haiti. No school, no commerce, the 
administration is closed as well as regular informal market. 
 
Violence on both sides from the opposition parties and the police force has already occasioned some 75 
deaths, 250 injured and 600 arrests, score of business burned or looted and 78 prisoners have escaped 
their jail in the provincial town of Aquin. The hospitals are crying for help because of the sheer number of 
injured parties and the lack of essential medical supply. 
 
The movement has started with the rendition of accountability in the dilapidation of some $4 billion on 
loan to the Haitian government by the Venezuelan regime through the scheme known as the PetroCaribe 
Fund. Venezuela has offered to Haiti and to most of the Caribbean countries the possibility of receiving 
gasoline products with deferred payments of the tally up to 60% for 25 years with one percent interest 
rate. 
 
Some countries, like the Dominican Republic has made good use of that opportunity, it is just inaugurating 
a new line of subway in the capital with PetroCaribe fund as an example. 
 
Haiti like the cicada or the prodigious son has wasted the funds in personal acquisitions for the 
government officials and their acquaintances; two investigations by the Parliament and by the Court of 
Claims have concurred there was indeed misdeed by the past governments as well as this one. 
 
The people of Haiti have taken the position that this government is ill suited to lead a just and proper trial. 
It should not only be replaced but Haiti should profit of this opportunity to come clean by creating a nation 
hospitable to all its citizens. The vista of young men taking a leaking boat for Florida through The Bahamas 
or those with diploma on hand selling all their belongings for a plane ticket to Brazil and Chile where they 
are sent back anyway should come to an end. 
 
There is a true sentiment that this time, like in 1803 the ragtag army of Jean Jacques Dessalines that 
destroyed the mighty force of Napoleon Bonaparte because the cause was just, Haiti has the same ragtag 
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mass that demand a better condition of life. The people of Haiti are tired of living in that “shitty land,” an 
oddity as the poorest in this Western Hemisphere with no running water, no electricity, no jobs, no decent 
school for their children, no hospitals for their health care with a government and its cronies enjoying all 
the perks like in the ancient Soviet Communist system but in an ultra capitalist nation. 
 
The Core group will have a better chance of winning its deck of cards if it switches its allegiance on the 
side of the people of Haiti. They are determined not only to bring about a regime change but operate a 
systemic change from a faux democracy to a real democracy with the sentiment of appurtenance amongst 
all the citizens, with decent institutions and excellent infrastructure that will root the citizens in their 
catchment areas, with affirmative action towards the women and the rural world and last but not least 
with Haiti holding firm its divine mission of emancipation for itself and for the rest of the world! 
 
Jean H Charles LLB, MSW, JD, is a regular contributor to the opinion section of Caribbean News Now. He 
can be reached at jeanhcharles@aol.com 

Late President Hugh Desmond Hoyte 
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The Guyana Broadcasting Corporation (GBC) celebrates 40 years in 
radio broadcasting 

 Feb 15, 2019  –   Kaieteur News   ─ 6 regional radios in the Hinterland 

 
Radio Orealla, East Berbice is one the stations 
World Radio Day 2019 was observed on Wednesday February 13, 2019, and Guyana not only marked the 
revival of radio as an instrument for dialogue, information sharing, tolerance and peace, but also 
celebrated a historic development. 
A year after the Coalition Government assumed office, six regional radios have been established in the 
hinterland region and a seventh is slated to be commissioned shortly in Essequibo.      
The Guyana Broadcasting Corporation (GBC) was officially inaugurated on May 1, 1979, following the 
acquisition by the Guyana Government of the assets of Radio Demerara. Subsequently, Channel One 
became Radio Roraima (RR) and Channel Two was renamed Voice of Guyana (VOG). 
The FM service 98.1 went on the air in October 1998. 
COMMUNITY RADIO STATIONS 
These community radio stations and others that will be added by Coalition Government in the coming 
months, have the potential to inform, engage, transform and unite communities in various parts of 
Guyana, for the development of their region and the country as a whole. 
“Our APNU+AFC Coalition Government wanted our hinterland regions to know what’s happening in 
Georgetown and on the rest of the coast. Our radio stations provide food for the minds, for the intellect 
of our hinterland residents. They nourish them with information, education and entertainment, and feed 
their appetites for relaxation and leisure with diverse cultural programmes,” Prime Minister Moses 
Nagamootoo said during a recent visit to Radio Aishalton. 
The government, according to a release from its news agency, said it considers connecting communities 
across Guyana as vital to improving people’s lives and creating more opportunities for them, and has 
already connected many communities in Upper Takutu-Upper Essequibo (Region 9), through the 
establishment of Radio Lethem, in May 2016, and in Barima-Waini, (Region 1) with the setting up of Radio 
Maburama, in June 2016. 
The Office of the Prime Minister commissioned Radio Mahdia, Potaro-Siparuni (Region 8) on October 8, 
2017, Radio Bartica in Cuyuni-Mazaruni (Region 7) on November 17, 2017, Radio Aishalton in Upper 
Takutu-Upper Essequibo (Region 9) on February 17, 2018 and Radio Orealla, East Berbice-Corentyne 
District (Region 6) on March 25, 2018. 
The Office of the Prime Minister also recently upgraded Radio Paiwomak. 
While the establishment of these radio stations is key to ensuring that the hinterland communities are 
brought into the mainstream through access to information, they will also help to boost culture, sport and 
business. 
The established hinterland radio stations are all affiliates of the National Communications Network (NCN) 
and broadcast on the national frequency. 
 
 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/radio-orealla.jpg
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Ramesh Gampat Sanatana Dharma and Plantation Hinduism.  Explorations and 
Reflections of on Indian Guyanese Hindu.  

Bloomingdale, Indiana: Xlibris, 2015. 
“The share of Hindus in Guyana’s Indian 

population declined from 83.5 percent in 1880 to 62.8 
percent in 2012.  Yet even a casual observer would 
conclude that Guyanese Hindus, at home and in the 
Diaspora, are a very religious people.  Many of us do 
a jhandi or havan once annually; others do the more 
elaborate and costlier yajña, where everyone is welcome, 
once or twice in their lifetime.  Most of us do a short daily 
puja – prayers, offerings, reading the Śāstras and listening 
to bhajan – in our homes. 
Christian Missionaries worked assiduously to 

convert immigrants. Their first order of business was to 
denigrate Hinduism, designate Hindus as heathen, and 
disparage their culture, food and even attire.  Immigrants 
stubbornly resisted, led by the tiny educated elite, 
including Brāhmaṇas whom we call Brahmins.        
Conversion was a failure at least up to the end of the 
19th century but picked up momentum thereafter.  From 
around the 1870s, there occurred an unplanned 
movement towards a “synthesis” that brought Hindus, 
regardless of caste or sect, under a “unitary form of 

Hinduism.” Guyanese Hindus call it Sanatana Dharmaand Ramesh Gampat labels it Plantation 

Hinduism in this book. 

 

Law professor Rudy James dies 

 
Distinguished law professor Rudy James, who taught in Guyana and in Africa 
for many decades, passed away on Monday, 18 February, in the United States, 
where he had gone to seek treatment for an  illness sometime last year. 
He was 85.  Attorney General Basil Williams expressed shock at James’ passing, 
even as he showered praises on him for his contributions to the law fraternity 
in Guyana and more specifically his personal help to the Attorney General’s 
Chambers. 
“He was accomplished as a professor and has contributed dearly to the 
University of Guyana and the development of our law students. Even up to the 
time he took ill, he was still advising me…,” Williams told Stabroek News. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/gampat-book-cover-1.png
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77 honoured on Guyana’s 49th Republic anniversary 

 
By Dennis Chabrol 
On the occasion of Guyana’s 49th Republic Anniversary on Saturday, President David Granger – 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces and Chancellor of the Orders of Guyana – made the following 
appointments under the Order of Service of Guyana. 
Cacique’s Crown of Honour 

 High Commissioner Frederick Hamley Case 
 Charles John Ethelwood Fung-A-Fatt, SC 
 Ambassador David Thomas Allan Hales 
 Ambassador Sheik Riyad David Insanally 
 Ambassador Abdool Halim Majeed 
 Monsignor Terrence Montrose 

Golden Arrow of Achievement 
 Vincent Luther Alexander 
 O’Donna Frances Allsopp 
 Lorene Evadney Pamela Baird 
 Ruth Benjamin-Huntley 
 Calvin Benn 
 Leslie Thomas Black 
 William Andrew Boyle 
 Negla Helena Brandis 
 Paul Andrew Carto 
 Rudolph Othneil Cummings 
 Phillip Nessie Bryan Da Silva 
 Patrick Reginald Anthony Farnum 
 Egbert Harold Field 
 Nicholas Fredericks 
 Malcolm Jacob Jawaharlal Harripaul 
 Vincent Patrick Henry 
 Dickson Augustus Hooper 
 Leon Rayon Johnson 
 Kalam Azad Juman-Yassin 
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 Patrice Desireé Ann La Fleur 
 Carl Chetwyn Lashley 
 Derrick Fitzpatrick Lawrence 
 Lawrence Hilary London 
 Julia Anne Mansell 
 Suresh Narine 
 Christopher Anthony Nascimento 
 Lurlene Anita Nestor 
 Maxine Patricia Parris-Aaron 
 Rajendra Persaud 
 Eric McLauren Phillips 
 Sandra Kumarie Shivdat 
 Professor Gomathinayagam Subramanian 
 Morris Wilson 
 Geneveive Whyte-Nedd 
 Garfield Ian Colin Wiltshire 
 William Henry Woolford  

Medal of Service 
 Shameeza Baksh 
 Tarramattie Persaud Barker 
 Roxanne Marilyn Barratt 
 Rosemary Nicola Benjamin-Noble 
 Donna Annastatia Bowman 
 John Randolph Massiah Critchlow 
 Jean Marionetta Dorsett 
 Hilbert Gardiner Foster 
 Gloria Dawn Garraway 
 Lawrence Llewlyn Griffith 
 Soyinka Ameygo Grogan 
 Claudette Anne Patricia Heyliger-Thomas 
 Suresh Jagmohan 
 Parmeshwar Jagmohan 
 Ian Jardine 
 Bibi Fazeela Khan 
 Nizam Kassim 
 Gordon Hubert Kingston 
 Kumar Lalbachan 
 Peter George Lewis 
 Nazrudeen Mohamed 
 Terrence Anthony Poole 
 Leslie Chrispen Ramalho 
 Harripersaud Ramsewack 
 Petal Elizabeth Ridley 
 Gail Patricia Robinson 
 Ramkarran Roopchan 
 James Rotry Sampson 
 Komal Singh 
 Zohora Singh 



25 
 

 Fitzroy Egerton Younge 
Military Service Medal 

 Lieutenant Colonel Courtney Arthur Byrne 
Disciplined Services Medal 

 Deputy Commissioner Lyndon Lancelot Alves 
 Assistant Commissioner Paul Handel Anthony Langevine 
 Divisional Officer Compton Anthony Sparman 

 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research – call for papers for June 2019 Conference 

 

The Guyana Institute of Historical Research, based in Montrose, East Coast Demerara Guyana. will host 
its 12th Research Conference, on Saturday 29 June, 2019, and is inviting submission of abstracts and 
papers. 
The conference theme is “Labour, military history and, migration.”   The early registration fee is 
G$5,000 for those who register on/offline between December 2018 and 28 June 2019. The late 
registration fee: G$10,000. 
Abstracts must be submitted by 14 June 2019, and early submission of abstracts will ensure that they are 
included in the Book of Abstracts.    
Papers must be submitted by 22 June 2019, to facilitate photocopying for circulation to paid registered 
participants. 
The committee will consider proposals on all aspects of the history of labour, military and migration 
and  especially encourages submissions that reflect on this year’s theme; submissions that focus on other 
topics will also be entertained. Submissions of pre-organized panels and round-tables are strongly 
encouraged. 
Panel, round-table, and poster proposals will include the following information: 
Panel proposals must include a panel title and 300-word abstract summarizing the theme of the panel; 
paper title and a 300-word abstract for each paper proposed; and a one-page professional curriculum 
vitae for each panelist (including the chair and commentator). 
Round-table proposals must include a round-table title, a 300-word abstract summarizing the round-
table’s themes and points of discussion, and a one-page curriculum vitae for each participant (including 
the moderator, if any). 
Individual paper proposals are also welcome and must include a paper title, a 300-word abstract of the 
paper and a one-page vita with contact information and email address. If accepted, individual papers will 
be assigned by the program committee to an appropriate panel with a chair and 
commentator.  Volunteers, who wish to serve as chairs and commentators should send a one-page 
curriculum vitae to one of the following persons: 
GIHR Conference specialist: Syndrene Harris -syndrene@yahoo.com 
Conference committee chairman: Tota Mangar -totamangar@gmail.com 
Registrar: Hazel Woolford –hazelwoolford@gmail.com 

mailto:-syndrene@yahoo.com
mailto:-totamangar@gmail.com
mailto:%E2%80%93hazelwoolford@gmail.com
https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/gihr-logo-jpg.png
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The focus of the theme: 
Centenary of the registration of the BGLU (1919). 
Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow. 
Labor and Workplace. 
Worker’s rights. 
Economic development in nineteenth century British Guiana. 
Poverty and unemployment. 
Centenary of the end of World War 1 (1914-1918). 
Guyanese and West Indian soldiers. 
Gershom O. Brown. 
Economic causes of World War 1 
Demographic and, political consequences of World War 1. 
Migration 
Windrush generation. 
Racial inequality. 
Immigration policy 
North America 
Caribbean 
Middle East. 
Women, Gender and, politics. 
Amerindian women and politics. 
Women and local government. 
China in Africa. 
China in Guyana, Latin America, and the Caribbean. 
The legacy of Indian immigration. 

 
Jeremy Peretz is the 2018 winner of the GIHR Journal Prize. 
 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research invites all 
interested researchers to submit articles to the GIHR Journal.  
A prize will be awarded in 2019, to one of the submissions.  
Article must be refereed. 
Thank you. 
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Download, print and, email 
REGISTRATION FORM. 

Twelfth Conference of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research at the Arthur 
Chung Conference Center, Saturday, 29 June 2019   

 
Theme:  Labour, military history and, migration.      

 
Dr. [ ]   Mr. [ ] Mrs. [ ]   Ms. [ ] Prof. [ ] 
 
Name:             
 
Address  __________________________________________________________   
 
                __________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: __________   (Home )  
 
                                      ____________________________(Office)  
 
                                      ____________________________(Cell)   
 
E-mail:  ____________________________________ 
 
Organisation:___________   ____________________  
 
Educator [ ] Post graduate student [ ] Researcher [ ]   Administrator [ ]  
 
Please submit a hard copy of your conference paper in the week of the conference for the conference 
secretariat to make multiple copies for distribution to registered participants.  If unable to do so, please 
bring additional copies and, the Conference secretariat will print the extra copies for distribution. 
 
Will you need a DVD / Video?  Yes [ ] No [ ]   
Early Registration fee:  $ 5,000  
Late Registration fee:   $ 10,000    
Cost of DVD:  $5,000.  
 
Please fill out this form or a photocopy completely and send it with your registration fee to: Guyana 
Institute of Historical Research, 106 Atlantic Gardens, Montrose, East Coast Demerara, Guyana or email 
hazelwoolford@gmail.com    
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Registration form for exhibitors 
 

Twelfth  Annual  Conference of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research in the 
Conference room of the National Library,  Saturday 29 June 2019  
 

1. Dr. [  ]    Mr. [ ] Mrs. [ ] Ms. [ ]. 
 

2. Publishing House: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3. Organization: .………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4. Name: .…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5. Address:………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 

6. E-mail address:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

7. Telephone numbers: ………………………………………………………………. (Home) 
 

                                                     ………………………………………………………………. (Office) 
 
                                                     ……………………………………………………………….. ( Cell ) 
8. Requirements. 

 Please bring your tablecloth. 

 Please bring your banner. 

 Please have someone sit alongside your table. 

 Please report to the Exhibition coordinator.  
9. Will you need a DVD / Video of the conference proceedings?  Yes [  ]    No [  ].  
10. Registration fee: $5,000.00 
      Cost of the DVD:  $5,000.00 
Please fill out this form or a photocopy completely and, deliver in person with your registration fee to the 
Guyana Institute of Historical Research at 106, Atlantic Gardens, Montrose, East Coast Demerara, Guyana, 
or on the day of the conference to the Head of the Conference Secretariat. 

 Registration fee entitles participants to tea, lunch and afternoon snacks. 

 DVD provides complete recording of the conference.    
Participants are asked to leave the environment in the same way in which you found it.  
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1. Women’s History magazine- $1,500 per annum 

2. Lessons in Guyanese History -$1,600 

3. Guyana Institute of Historical Research Journal- $1,600.  

4. Outline in Guyanese History-$500. 

5. GIHR Book  marks $40. 
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The following GIHR courses run from September to July.   They are available online, as well as in 
packages, for homestudy: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma in Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year                                            

Click, like and, share GIHR Face book, Guyana Institute of Historical Research Diploma in 
historical studies, History Online, and GIHR Montrose Academy pages.                                                                           
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