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Georgetown: Under a Microscope in 2019 

 by Francis Quamina Farrier 

 

City Hall – Georgetown-Guyana 

Following the hotly contested November 12, Local Government Elections last year, the (approximate) 

202,000 citizens of Georgetown got a new Chief Citizen in the person of Pandit Ubraj Narine who received 

the Mayoral Chain from out-going Mayor Patricia Chase-Green. There was much work Mayor Chase-

Green had on her hands, and there is equally much work for Mayor Narine, as Georgetown slowly inches 

its way to regaining its lost glory, and become “A Shining City on a Mud-Flat”. But it is an up-hill task in a 

city which falls below sea level whenever the tide rises. 

There are so many things which the current citizens should be grateful for;  the Georgetown we 

inherited is one of the best laid-out cities on the planet, for starters. In past times, Georgetown used to 

be known as, “The Garden City of the Caribbean”. The city lost that impressive title about thirty years ago 

when standards began to tumble.   

However, during the past three years there has been a brave effort to turn things around. Citizens should 

now collectively, aim for an even greater celebrated Capital. The Georgetown of fifty and more years ago, 

was clean and tidy and never flooded the way is has been doing in more recent times. So, what is the 

future of this city as we continue into 2019 and beyond? What would Georgetown look like in the next 

five, fifty and a hundred years from now? A lot depends on how we maintain and develop it now and in 

the coming years, for ourselves and for generations to come. 

A majority of the Citizens of Georgetown are hoping that this Capital City of the Cooperative Republic of 

Guyana, will continue to improve in terms of cleanliness and quietness during 2019. For well over two 

decades, Georgetown had descended from being regarded as “The Garden City of the Caribbean”, to the 

dubious title of “The Garbage City”, as well as being one of the NOISIEST cities in the Caricom group of 

nations. It is disappointing for older citizens who knew the city when the environment was always as clean 

as a whistle and flowers bloomed everywhere. Some recalled the period when there used to be various 

prizes for Best Kept Properties of varying categories. Those were the days when even Tenement Yards 

were kept clean and tidy. So the years of garbage and flooding in the city of Georgetown, pains many of 

the older citizens who had seen and lived in such a beautiful and well-maintained city. Change is always a 

reality – but change is only welcomed when it brings with it, betterment. 

So how was life in Georgetown for citizens during 2018? The big clean-up in the latter months of 2015, 

after over two decades of neglect, had brought a breath of fresh air as tons of garbage were removed. 

Many silted-up drains and canals were cleaned. Parapets over-run with grass and weeds were attended 

to, as the city of Georgetown was given that much needed and long overdue makeover, and for many 

citizens, it was like wakening up from a nightmare and greeting a new dawn. Three years later, was that 

momentum maintained, is the question being posed by some citizens. There are resurging small pockets 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/city-hall-georgetown-guyana.png
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of garbage to be seen here and there. There are some canals which are also filled with grass again; the 

Vlissengen/Irving street canal as well as the Church street canal being two examples. The two principal 

Garbage Service Companies, Pooran Bros. and Chevons, have complained repeatedly about late or no 

payment for their services. Will that situation recur in 2019? 

Most of the Municipal markets in the city are very sub-standard one citizen said; “They are in need of 

increased attention and on-going maintenance.” While impressive rehabilitation work on the Kity Market 

commenced about three years ago, that work has been suspended some months now. The Wharf Section 

of the Stabroek Market is literally falling into the Demerara river. La Penitence Market also needs better 

attention. In all of the Municipal Markets, the washroom facilities are extremely sub-standard. Generally 

in Georgetown, Public Washroom facilities are almost non-existent. One which was at the corner of 

Middle and Thomas Streets, was demolished a few years ago. The one at the northern end of 

Carmichael Street, is usually locked and unavailable for use by citizens and tourists. 

As 2019 continues to unfold, what is your own assessment of the city of Georgetown? What are your 

thoughts about the growing number of Pavement Dwellers and People of unsound mind roaming the city? 

Of having a feeling of being unsafe when crossing a street on the Pedestrian Crossing? Let’s begin with 

the iconic wooden City Hall building. That building is deteriorating by the day and is of concern by many 

citizens. Some say that the fact that it is still standing after 130 years, gives testimony to the quality of the 

material used for its construction, as well as the high quality of the construction itself. However, in more 

recent years portions have been falling off. The roof is leaking badly, resulting in waterproof material 

being spread out on the upper floor in the Concert Hall, and large bins placed to collect the leaking rain 

water. Citizens hope that this building will be repaired during this year. Over a year ago I wrote an article 

about its terrible condition. 

Already repaired and upgraded, are miles and miles of previously pot-hole riddled streets, not only in the 

main areas of the city, but also in many depressed areas such as West Ruimveldt and Tiger Bay. However, 

there is still more work to be done in the rehabilitation of the city after so many years of neglect. What is 

also very important, is the way in which some citizens treat the environment with disdain. Many citizens 

do the right things, however, to ensure that the city is kept clean. For example, I’ve seen Pavement 

Vendors cleaning up in the mornings. So, too, Sculptures and Vendors in the Main Street Avenue. One of 

the large Corporate Citizens which has been keeping their environment clean, is the Banks DIH Denico 

House in the Stabroek Market area. The pavement around that popular food business, is always hosed 

down on a regular basis. Mings Products and Services Ltd. is another corporate Citizen which has been 

having a cleansing team doing regular cleaning up of the northern blocks of the Main Street Avenue. 

COURTS Store takes care of the southern block. A number of floral trees have been planted by Guyana 

Stores on the western end of Church Street. Action Tyre on Croal Street has also been maintaining the 

entire block, which includes the northern section of the Ministry of Education. 

For many citizens, one of the on-going irritants in the city of Georgetown, is the NOISE NUISANCE. The 

incessant honking of vehicle horns – especially by mini bus operators, is adversely affecting many citizens. 

Then there are those small music carts which BLAST music at decibels a hundred times higher than the 

tiny vehicles which are operated mainly by young men who seem to have absolutely no concern for the 

irritation they cause to other citizens, especially the elderly and the sick, as they hawk their CDs and Music 

Videos with the BOOMING NOISE. 
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Another ongoing dangerous element in Georgetown is the presence of stray animals including dogs and 

horses, which roam the city streets by day and night.  What is yet to be tackled, is the desilting of the 

Koker out-Fall which is next to the John Fernandes wharf. There are large trees growing in that out-fall 

impeding the free flow of water when the koker is open. That in turn, contributes significantly to the on-

going flooding in the downtown commercial area of the city, causing great inconvenience to vendors, 

shoppers, including tourists, and Business establishments, and for some the loss of finance and good 

health. 

For Georgetown to become even more beautiful than it ever was back in the day as “The Garden City of 

the Caribbean”, and to blossom into “A shining city on a mud-flat”, needs the cooperation of every single 

citizen and visitor – from the Mayor and the Councillors to the Corporate Citizens and the Vendors and 

Property Owners and Tenants – Everyone has to be involved. This could and should be, a National 

objective. 
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Patriotic entrepreneur, Allison Butters-Grant, is a ‘Special Person’ 
 Jan 28, 2018    

 
 
By Sharmain Grainger 
“We were always big on quality and not so much quantity. If your product is not up to a certain quality 
and following certain standards, the quantity wouldn’t matter because your market will not be 
sustainable.” 
  

 
Allison Butters-Grant [1966-2019] 
 
There are many people who, once given the chance, would seek a better life outside of Guyana. But there 
are those who even after achieving that, eventually come to the realisation that there is really no place 
like home. 
This is especially when they are arrested by the thought that even after utilising all of their energies and 
knowledge behind successful projects and initiatives in a foreign land, the end result will always be the 
achievement of that country and not that of their homeland. 
But only a patriot would even dare to think such thoughts. 
Our dear land has indeed produced quite a few patriots over the years. Among them is a vibrant woman 
who is blessed with a very brilliant business mind. Her name is Allison Butters-Grant, and she has for the 
past few years helped to take Guyana’s seafood industry to a remarkable plateau. She currently holds the 
title of Chief Executive Officer of Global Seafood Distributors, a type of business venture that was first 
embraced by her parents – Leslie and Alma Butters [both deceased] – since 1966. 
While some might say that she was born with the genetic make-up to succeed in such a business 
enterprise, Butters-Grant will tell anyone willing to listen that the road to success is not an easy one, as it 
can be fraught with challenges, some of which can position a business for certain failure. 
Although most entrepreneurs would rather not share their secret to success, Butters-Grant isn’t at all 
hesitant to do so. In fact it easily rolls off of her tongue. “When you have God on your side and you believe 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/01/Allison.jpg
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God is on your side, a challenge looks like a walk in the park,” the businesswoman confided during a recent 
interview. 
BUILDING A FOUNDATION 
But from whence did this vivacious and outspoken woman come? 
She recently spoke of growing up in Charlestown, Georgetown, as the older of two children born to her 
parents. Theirs was a well-to-do family, and as a young girl, Allison certainly didn’t want for much. 
“My parents were entrepreneurs; they were into fishing, gold mining, farming, chicken and pig-rearing 
and they both were very prominent in the operations of their businesses,” Allison vividly recalled. 
Prior to being absorbed in the business ventures, she remembered her mother as a school teacher. As 
such, her family was particularly big on ensuring that all of its members were well educated. Allison 
attended St. Gabriel’s Primary, St. Rose’s High School and then The Bishops’ High, after which she was 
certain that she was ready to take over her parents’ business ventures. 
“I saw myself at the time just taking over from my parents because we [herself and brother] were 
intricately involved in all of my parents’ businesses,” Allison remembered. 
However, her parents had other plans, which entailed her travelling to the United States to further her 
education. This allowed her to attain a degree in Business Administration-Accounting and a wealth of work 
experience. 
Acquiring her work experience spanned over two decades while she lived and worked in the United States. 

 
Allison and her husband, Kerwin Grant. 
“I would have worked in so many different industries…I’ve worked at BBDO, which is one of the largest 
advertising companies in the US; I worked as a paralegal, an accountant, a consultant at the Morgan 
Stanley Investment Bank, and I even worked at the Kings County Hospital in child psychiatry. I gained an 
array of knowledge within different industries,” Allison shared. 
In fact, she revealed that with each additional exposure she would consider how best she could utilise it 
in Guyana. 
“Guyana was always on my mind,” recalled Allison, who further disclosed that “living in the US made me 
independent, because I didn’t have my parents after a period to support my lifestyle.” 
She moreover worked exceptionally hard to maintain the comfortable lifestyle that she was accustomed, 
so much so that she was even able to later cater to her parents’ needs when that time came. 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/01/Allison5.jpg
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Being able to lend support to her parents in their time of need brought with it an especially satisfying 
feeling to Allison since, according to her, “I never wanted for anything when I was young, they took care 
of all of my needs. I was happy that it was not burdensome to give back to them when they needed it.” 
But achieving her career goals in the US was not without some difficulties at times. You see, Allison had 
travelled to the US in 1986 with a student visa to pursue her higher education. However, when she decided 
to prolong her stay, for a period she was undocumented. 
“I can relate to the challenges that people have being undocumented in the United States, but I was 
fortunate to be able to get the opportunity to work in a lot of industries and to understand basically what 
I could bring back to Guyana despite of that,” Allison reflected. 
During her stay in the US she also gave birth to her daughters, Tiffany and Tricina, and even wedded her 
partner, Kerwin Grant, who has played an integral role in her business ventures over the years. 
DON’T COME BACK 

 
Taking time out for a photo opportunity with Guyanese music icon Eddie Grant during 
his visit to the business outlet. 
Although her ultimate goal was to eventually return to Guyana and utilise her acquired knowledge and 
work expertise within her parents’ businesses, Allison recalled that there came a time when her parents 
simply went out of business. 
“They went out of business for many more reasons than one…I remembered my father saying to me ‘if 
you can get better opportunities in the US make the best of it and don’t come back, because business is 
not what it used to be’. That really hurt, because I grew up in Guyana; I loved my country and my aim was 
always to come back home,” Allison reflected. 
Although success was forthcoming in just about every career path she delved into, Allison recalled that 
she longed to return to Guyana. 
“It was so bad that I used to have my parents send me every week the newspaper of every news house 
[through a shipping company] just to keep up with what was happening in Guyana…at the time there was 
no news on the internet,” she recalled.  
As an undocumented resident, Allison’s fears included being unable to return to Guyana if something 
were to happen to her parents who she kept close to, over the years, by way of telephone calls. After 
many prayers, her fears were eventually addressed when she became a documented resident and was 
able to return to Guyana in 2000 for the first time since leaving in 1986. 
“It was an exciting time…It was Christmas time and my cousin was getting married and I was so excited to 
see my parents and my other family members who I hadn’t seen for so long,” said Allison of the first of 
many trips back home. 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/01/Allison4.jpg
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A shipment of fish products ready for the international market. 
BUSINESS IDEA 
Returning home understandably became a regular feature. In fact, it was during one of these visits that 
the possibility of introducing a seafood business that entailed shipping fish from Guyana to the United 
States was raised by her parents.  This was in light of the fact that Allison, who was living in New Jersey, 
had revealed how she would at times travel to New York just to purchase fish that came from Guyana. 
The idea was intriguing and Allison was very receptive. Before long she was collaborating with her parents 
to have the venture brought to fruition. 
“We did a survey to determine if we took fish to New Jersey how well it would be accepted, and then we 
studied the target market. Everybody was bringing frozen fish with scales to the US and so we decided we 
could do fish without scales,” Allison recounted. 
The venture entailed the Butters’ reaching out to a local company with the ability to supply the requisite 
type and quality of fish which allowed for a novel business venture to take off. It translated to a business 
that catered to the needs of households in the US with a desire to have fish already cleaned and ready to 
cook. 
Guided by her parents, Allison together with her husband was able to create the brand ‘Butters and Grant 
Caribbean Seafood’ which became a staple in East Orange, New Jersey. 
“We had big-name supermarkets that we were supplying to, we had private clientele and we even had a 
delivery service…we had a really big following,” Allison said. 
But that venture was short-lived as the Guyana supplier went out of business. There were other attempts 
to find other suppliers, but the high quality of fish that the ‘Butters and Grant’ brand had grown 
synonymous with, simply was not forthcoming. This, Allison recalled, led to a decision to sell the business 
altogether. 
Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child development centre. Call Sister Elvira 
2275093 
 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/01/Allison3.jpg
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Some of the ready-to- cook products 
Despite being still very engaged in corporate America, Allison felt incapable of shaking the desire to be an 
entrepreneur. She soon after secured yet another niche market, which again embraced her passion to 
provide consumers with high quality fish products from Guyana. Instead of frozen fish, it was smoked fish 
this time, and that too took the target market by storm. 
“We were always big on quality and not so much quantity. If your product is not up to a certain quality 
and following certain standards, the quantity wouldn’t matter because your market will not be 
sustainable,” Allison noted. 
For this reason, she disclosed that the aim was always to provide a pristine product that the various target 
markets wanted.  That business continued unhindered until again, the supplier went out of commission. 
RETURNING HOME 
This, however, didn’t bring an end to Allison’s seafood aspirations. It wasn’t long after she learnt of the 
possibility of operating a seafood business back in Guyana. The possibility came in the form of what was 
then an abandoned and very dilapidated fish processing facility located at 8 West Ruimveldt, Front Road, 
Georgetown. 
“It was just a royal wreck, but I decided to go ahead and lease the location, because I figured we could 
clean it up…my husband thought I was crazy at first,” a smiling Allison related. However, it was with the 
support of her husband that she was able to transform the facility by 2014 to what is today – a thriving 
middle level business enterprise known for its production of the highest quality fish the Guyanese society 
has ever seen. In fact, as its name suggests, Global Seafood Distributors has been exporting its high quality 
fish products, and like before, these have been well received in the US. 
“We have crossed all of the challenges that people can encounter, but Global Seafood’s after four years 
of operation, will have many more years. I say to people, if you can survive living in somebody else’s 
country and accomplish what myself and husband have, coming to Guyana is no different,” Allison 
confidently asserted. 
Global Seafood is today considered a family-oriented business with input coming not only from Allison 
and her husband, but her daughters and six-year-old grandson, Declan, who has already embraced an 
entrepreneurial mind-set. 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/01/Allison2.jpg
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Former Prime Minister Ptolemy Reid and Banker John Yates [extreme right and second 
from right respectively] in the company of Allison’s parents back in the day. 
But a business can only be as good as its employees. For this reason, Allison has been ensuring that training 
is available for those directly and indirectly employed by the company. This tactical move is based on her 
understanding that in order for the fish products she sells to retain they high quality, care must be taken 
from the time they are caught in the sea, during their transport and preparation for the end users. This is 
particularly important for Allison, since the Global Seafood business fully embraces the motto, “We eat 
what we sell”.  
“Quality is important to us! Because of where we are coming from, this is expected…if we say we are 
giving you a quality product, that is exactly what you will get, and we have been doing that. If you say it is 
fillet, there should be no bones; if you say it is skinless, boneless, you shouldn’t find skin and you shouldn’t 
find bones. Coming from a background of working in a variety of industries in the United States where the 
slightest mistake could cost you money, we brought that same mentality to Global Seafood, and that has 
been wholly embraced by our staff,” Allison explained. 
In addition to utilising the services of many artisanal fisherfolks, Global Seafood has within its employ a 
daily staff complement of about 20 individuals, many of whom were recruited from West Ruimveldt and 
other areas within proximity. However, some staff members come from as far as Victoria on the East Coast 
of Demerara, an area where Global Seafood is slated to soon introduce yet another fish processing facility. 
“If I can give back to anybody in order for them to build capacity or to basically upgrade their lifestyle or 
take care of their kids, that means a whole lot to me,” confided Allison, who is satisfied that she has not 
only returned to her homeland, but has been able to contribute in a meaningful way to its development. 

 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/01/Allison6.jpg
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2019 is the Year of the Earth Pig . The first day of 
the 2019 zodiac year is on February 4, 2019 
Things You (Probably) Didn’t Know About The Chinese New Year 
According to the Chinese lunisolar calendar, The Chinese New Year 2019 or the Spring Festival starts on 
Tuesday, February 5th and for over 1000 years it has been the most important and widely celebrated 
holiday in the world. Associated with many fascinating legends and customs, it is a time for honoring 
deities and ancestors, full of prayers, offerings, and other acts of devotion. 

 
Chinese New Year Celebration 
The date of the Festival fluctuates but falls in either January or February. Chinese Year 4716 starts on 
February 5 of 2019 and it’s a yin year. 
Chinese New Year is also called “Spring Festival” and “Lunar New Year” because it falls in spring and is 
dated based on the Chinese lunar calendar. 

https://www.thechinesezodiac.org/chinese-new-year-traditions/
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Each Chinese New Year is designated as one of the 12 animals of the Chinese Zodiac. 2019 is the year of 
the Earth Pig. Other recent Pig years have been 2007, 1995, 1983 and 1971. 
The Pig is the twelfth and last year in the 12-year cycle of the Chinese zodiac. After this lunar year, the 
cycle resets with the Year of the Rat. The Pig is a “yin” and also a water sign. The closest Western 
correspondent sign is the Scorpio. 

 
According to legend, the order of the Chinese zodiac animals representing the year has been decided by 
a race. The Rat is the first animal out of 12 Chinese zodiac signs, while the Pig is the last. 
The public holiday in China for celebrating the New Year lasts 15 days. The holiday is the cause of the 
largest annual mass human migration in the world, with a number of over 3.6 billion trips made in China. 
The Chinese mythology claims that Nian was a creature that lived under the sea or on top of mountains. 
It is said that every year at the beginning of the Spring Festival, the Nian would come out of hiding to eat 
the crops and sometimes the villagers. People discovered how to scare him away with red lanterns and 
explosions of fireworks, which led the traditional New Year’s celebration. 
Fireworks, traditional lion and dragon dances, lanterns display and street performances mark the 15 days 
festival, culminating with the Lantern Festival, which takes place on the last day of the Chinese New Year. 

https://www.thechinesezodiac.org/astrology/chinese-horoscope-2019-year-of-the-earth-pig/
https://www.thechinesezodiac.org/astrology/chinese-horoscope-2019-year-of-the-earth-pig/
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The bamboo used to be set of fire to keep evil spirits away, which might have been giving rise to the 
present day fireworks. The Lunar New Year is celebrated worldwide in countries with big Chinese 
communities, including Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia. 
The Communist Party under Mao Zedong, which took power in 1949, tried to forbid all religious, feudalistic 
or superstitious aspects of the holiday. 
What are some traditions during Chinese New Year? 

 
In Chinese and other Asian cultures, a red envelope is a monetary gift, usually given to children on New 
Year for prosperity and good luck. It is customary that both the envelopes and the money inside are brand 
new. 
Firecrackers and fireworks are set off at midnight to send away the old year and welcome the new one. 
On New Year’s Eve, at midnight, the doors and windows are opened to let the old year go out. 
Red is the color associated with fire, which is thought to ward off evil spirits, this is why many Chinese 
people wear red. 
Any haircuts need to be completed before the New Year, as cutting hair on this day is considered bad luck. 
Getting a new haircut before the New Year is believed to keep the evil spirits away. 
Buying gold to welcome the New Year is a common practice in China. 
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Making amends, reconciling with people, avoiding offenses, and reestablishing relationships and 
friendships are important things to accomplish before the New Year. 
Silk, paper and bamboo dragons are part of the New Year celebration. Dragons are legendary creatures 
that are helpful and friendly. They are known to scare away evil spirits, bring wisdom, good luck, wealth 
and prosperity. 
A Hoi Nin prayer is said by business people on the second day of Chinese New Year to attract good luck 
and prosperity in their business for the year. 
Houses are cleaned out thoroughly before the New Year arrives to “sweep out any bad luck”. 
If possible, all the people who owe money try to settle their debts before the New Year, as they are 
considered a bad sign. 
Borrowing or lending money should also be avoided on New Year, anyone doing so it is said to borrow 
and lend money all year round. 
Hair washing is forbidden on New Year’s Day, as it is said to wash away good luck for all the rest of the 
year. 
It is also recommended to avoid using scissors on New Year’s Day, so you don’t accidentally cut your luck. 
Crying should be avoided at all cost since it is believed that if you cry on New Year’s Dar, you will do so all 
year. 
The superstitious Chinese people can consult an Almanac in order to find out which is the best time and 
direction to leave the house on New Year’s Day. 
What foods are served on Chinese New Year? 

 
 

 
The long uncut noodles represent longevity, which is why it’s one of the main dishes on New Year. Other 
dishes that bring luck and prosperity are made of fish. Any kind of fish or bird is traditionally served whole 
for Chinese New Year, including the head and feet. 
On New Year’s Eve dinner reunion, 8 courses are usually served because 8 is considered to be a lucky 
number. 
To attract wealth, tangerines and oranges are placed in fruit bowl around the house. 
According to the Chinese symbolism, lobsters symbolize dragons, while chickens symbolize phoenixes and 
together, they symbolize the unity of the family. 
The Tray of Togetherness is a platter full of sweets used traditionally by families to welcome visiting guests 
and around the Spring Festival. 
Watermelon seeds are also a good choice, as they are a symbol of fertility. 

https://www.thechinesezodiac.org/astrology/lucky-and-unlucky-chinese-numbers/
https://www.thechinesezodiac.org/astrology/lucky-and-unlucky-chinese-numbers/
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Other Facts 

 
In Hong Kong, horse racing is a popular event of New Year’s Day. 
Michael Jackson, Hillary Clinton and, Alfred Hitchcock are just a few of the celebrities born in the year of 
the Pig. 
The world record for most text messages sent in a day is broken each year during Chinese New Year. 
The cost of celebrating the New Year for 79% of the Chinese residents is greater than one month’s salary. 

 



17 
 

Peter Green 

 

President of the Guyana Rugby Football Union (GRFU) Peter Green, has described 2018 as a year that 
brought with it extreme challenges as well as mixed fortunes. 
International – XV (Fifteens) Format 
Guyana along with Mexico participated in the inaugural Americas XV Challenge Series featuring the Top 
Two Tier 2 Teams from both North and South America. The National Team lost to the higher ranked 
Colombia and Paraguay by uncharacteristically large margins as well as a closely fought final match 
against lower ranked Mexico resulting in a fall in rankings from 49 to 57. 
Lower ranked Caribbean teams Mexico, Cayman Islands, Trinidad and Tobago have gained higher 
rankings as a consequence. Guyana now plays winners of RAN 2018 XV Championships Cayman Islands 
on February 9th 2019 in the Cayman Islands for the right to participate in the 2019 Americas Challenge 
Championships. The loser will be relegated to the RAN Championships. 
VII (Sevens) Format 
An under strength Men’s National Team (featuring new youth players) participated at the CACSO Games 
in Barranquilla, Colombia ending out of the medal count despite and being the only team to beat 
eventual Gold medalist, Colombia. 
At the RAN Championships and Qualifier to the 2019 Pan American Games in Barbados, an almost full 
strength Guyana played unbeaten going into the final where they once again lost to nemesis Jamaica in 
the dying seconds of the game but qualified for the Pan American Games in Peru. 
The Junior Men’s Under-19 Team did not participate in international competition at the RAN XV/VII 
Championships due to financial challenges. On the distaff side, the Women’s Senior National Team 
participated in the RAN Championships in Barbados with creditable results, despite failing to place in the 
top two. 
Green notes that they were able to address the long standing issue of the realisation of an 
internationally accepted facility and have identified the same which will house the home of Rugby in 
order to move the sport forward in 2019. 
Domestic Competitions 
The Union was able to run off several First Division tournaments in between preparations and training 
for the various overseas engagements.   
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Heroes, Monsters and ORDER 
By Francis Quamina Farrier 

The result of the December 21, 2018, NO CONFIDENCE vote in the Guyana 
Parliament, remains a HOT TOPIC in Guyana, as well as in the vast Guyanese Diaspora worldwide. In fact, 
it is still unfolding with a number of unexpected twists and turns, as it was spawned by the “YES” vote 
itself. As a colleague of mine described it as, “The mother of all “YES” votes in the history of the Guyana 
Parliament”. 
Recently I came across an old photograph of the Public Buildings, which seemed to be well over 100 years 
old. The photograph also showed scores of ordinary people on the Brickdam pavement and military clad 
persons inside the compound. It seems that there was no fence around the building at the time the 
photograph was taken, and certainly no statue of the iconic labour leader Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow in 
the north east of the compound. In addition, there was no big screen and loud speakers that now project 
the sitting of Parliament to citizens outside its chambers in real time. Since the photograph was not dated, 
I wondered what was the specific event and whether it had resulted in as dramatic an upheaval as 
occasioned by the recent December 21, 2018 sitting of the Parliament.          
I also wondered what the Citizens of Georgetown of 2118 would be thinking of us who were in and around 
the Parliament on that  historic day in December 2118, as we may do of our ancestors of 1918, and earlier, 
who chatted one-one-one about what had happened in the Legislative Council (Parliament) that day. Back 
then when there was no Radio, telephone, television and certainly no means of social media, which now 
send happenings in the Parliament world-wide almost instantly. 

 
The Historic Public Buildings on Brickdam, over a century ago. A sitting of the Legislature (Parliament) as 
scores of citizens converge on the pavement. 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2017/01/francil-farrier-new.jpg
https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/img_3375.jpg
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The former colony of British Guiana, now our Cooperative Republic of Guyana, continues on a journey, 
with laws being passed to make life’s journey for citizens as smooth as possible. The sad fact that many 
laws on the Books, are not enforced as they should – the speeding and over-loading of mini buses is a 
simple example. Part of our daily activities includes travel, be it by private means or by public 
transportation; and as such, there needs to be order, in order that we enjoy some order in our 
transportation activities. “Order! Order! ORDER!” had come from the lips of those who held the high office 
of the Speaker of the House of Assembly over the decades. The same of the sitting Speaker. He (never a 
woman, so far) would demand order from time to time when debates get somewhat over-heated in the 
highest forum of the State. 
There is need for more “PUBLIC ORDER”, which should be one of our National Objectives as 2019 
continues to unfold. You would probably refer to the recent passing of that NO CONFIDENCE Motion in 
the country’s parliament and conclude that there was lots of disorder in the House, as a forceful “YES, 
YES, YES” vote came from the lips of a member of the government side of the House who acted on what 
he claims was a “conscience vote”, and which delivered a shock like a broadside wallop from an angry bull 
cow. There were even a few expletives, from a couple of shocked government parliamentarians. That, 
“YES. YES. YES”, a three-letter word said three times by that (former) member of the government, has 
created history – history that continues to unfold, and will most likely change the functioning and order 
of the Guyana Parliament forever. 

 
The Public Buildings on Brickdam, Georgetown in 2019. Note one of the Big Screens on which the activities 
inside the Parliament Chamber is streamed for the public. (Photo by F.Q, Farrier) 
That act by one self-expressed disgruntled Member of the Government, in the Guyana Parliament on 
December 21, 2018, has polarized Guyanese quite a lot. However, polarization due to political events has 
happened before and Guyanese have over-come them to some degree. Quite true lots of Guyanese both 
at home and abroad have become (more) disillusioned because of many of the happenings in the country 
over the past two decades; poor racial relations and the state of crime in the country being two examples. 
But as the saying goes, “It is darkest before the dawn”. There is also another saying; “Behind every dark 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/img_2505.jpg
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cloud, there is a silver lining.” You might want to add, yet another inspirational saying; “Out of evil cometh 
good”. 
Fact is that while many people have been calling the former member of the House all sorts 
of uncomplimentary names, and in one case, even superimposing an image of his face on the head of a 
cobra snake in an online cartoon. Equally, there are many persons have also been referring to him as a 
hero. I’ve even heard two songs about him; the first was composed and out on social media, within 24 
hours of the NO CONFIDENCE Vote.  This has caused me to reflect on a Martin Carter poem that I 
frequently recite at public performances: “This I have learnt, today a speck, tomorrow a hero. Hero or 
Monster, you are involved.” I will not be surprised to hear a song or two about this Hot Topic at this 
year’s Mashramani Calypso Competition, since traditionally, many calyposes are spawned of 
controversial political issues. 
So there was Guyana’s national poet, Martin Carter, writing about “Heroes” and “Monsters” in Guyana, 
well over half a century ago and pointing out in that poem: “All are involved”, and that “All are 
consumed.” From December 21, 2018, to the present time, January 20, 2019, Guyana’s contemporary and 
controversial history continues to unfold, in the words of that very Martin Carter poem which states: “Like 
a web is spun a pattern.” 
To be sure however, the Guyana Parliament will be conducted and parliamentarians of Guyana will 
conduct themselves as never before, and a hundred years from now, our history students and history 
buffs would probably find it very intriguing; even as the principal players and the minor players of today, 
would have all gone from the Stage of Life. That Martin Carter poem concludes; “ALL are consumed.” 
Nonetheless, in the year of 2018, there are two historic Houses of Worship on Brickdam which 
celebrated significant miles stones; The 200 year old St. Andrew’s Kirk which is located directly opposite 
the Parliament, and the 175 year old Smith Congregational Church which is a few blocks east. In those and 
many other Houses of Worship on Brickdam and all around the country, and even abroad, Prayers will be 
offered up for Peace, Prosperity and Unity for the Citizens of our “Beautiful Guyana”. 
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Guyana Politics – EXPLOITING THE SENTIMENTS OF THE ELECTORATE By 

Ralph Ramkarran 

 
Ralph Ramkarran 
SHARED GOVERNANCE 
Conversation Tree Blog – January 12, 2019  – by Ralph Ramkarran 
In a lengthy article written in 2011 before the general elections of that year, for “Freedom House” 
on“Countries at the Crossroads 2011: Guyana,” Assistant Professor Joan Mars, of the Department 
of Sociology, Anthropology and Criminal Justice of the University of Michigan-Flint, said: “Elections are 
constitutionally due to be held in 2011. 
Calls by the political opposition for shared governance have not been endorsed by the ruling PPP/C 
administration headed by President Jagdeo; with its consistent absolute majority in parliament, the PPP/C 
has had little incentive to agree to share power, but the idea may be gathering momentum as a major 
rallying point in the forthcoming elections.“ Assistant Professor Mars, a former practising lawyer in 
Guyana, concluded: “The current system of majority rule should be reformed to provide for a power-
sharing model that is representative of the ethnic diversity in the population.           
This would reduce the adverse effects of racial voting and promote minority inclusion in governance.” This 
conclusion is shared by many in Guyana, and by a long– suffering electorate, whose sentiments are 
exploited by the main political parties when they periodically declare their support for shared or inclusive 
governance, especially at election time, and when they see political advantage in it. 
The election results of 2011 are well known. The PPP/C was not returned with an absolute majority for 
the first time since 1992, but with a plurality of 32 votes over 33 for the combined Opposition. With 
unimaginative inflexibility, the minority PPP/C Government, true to the culture of securing dominance, 
did not even discuss internally the issue of a coalition arrangement with one or both of the opposition 
parties. It was entitled to form a minority government and did so. As expected with minority governments 
everywhere in the world, but perhaps not by the PPP/C, the Government fell after three years 
of political turmoil. 
The PPP did not then, in 2011, dust off its proposals of “Building Trust and Confidence,” which Opposition 
Leader Bharrat Jagdeo offered last week as evidence of the PPP’s support for shared governance. The 
reality is that the proposals made in February, 2003, against the background of increasing pressures from 
the international community and local opinion after the 2001 elections, were designed to acknowledge 
the PPP’s interest in closer collaboration with the PNCR but to postpone it indefinitely, until trust and 
confidence could be created, which could never happen between the PPP and PNC.  
It said: “The PPP/C proposes the implementation of all the constitutional reforms as an immediate 
measure to building trust and to further enhance inclusive governance. In this regard, the parties will be 
required to collaborate on: the appointment of the…Commissions…The PPP/C will expand on these efforts 
by encouraging broader co-operation by all forces in the society involved in public affairs but particularly 
the political parties…In an environment created by deepening trust and confidence, further arrangements 
for inclusive governance can result after consultation with our constituents and the electorate.” 
By design, the proposals in “Building Trust and Confidence” were never invoked, even after a PPP/C 
minority Government was elected in 2011. Why should anyone now believe that the PPP has suddenly 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/ralph-ramkarran.jpg
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become interested in sharing the government, as indicated by the Opposition Leader? Our history shows 
that it is only when parties are in opposition that they promise shared governance. 
As soon as they attain power, those promises are promptly forgotten. The PPP promised shared 
governance in 1991 and 2003 (then in government but having faced intense opposition since the elections 
of 2001). The promises were never kept. The APNU+AFC promised it in 2015. This promise was never kept. 
What Assistant Professor Mars wrote in 2011 is understood by political parties, but disingenuously 
exploited. The promises are made but derailed by the exigencies of ethno-political dominance. 
As has happened in the past, in times of political stress, as at present, the demands for shared governance 
or inclusive governance increases. The letter columns of the newspapers over the past few weeks attest 
to this. Even former Prime Minister Hamilton Green has proposed shared governance between the two 
parties. Mr. Hamilton Green probably understands that the political landscape has now changed and with 
uncertainties about the outcome of the elections. Who knows what 2019 will bring forth?  
Hence the increasingly prevalent talk of shared governance. Also, the political necessity of some form of 
enhanced political collaboration has seeped into the consciousness of the popular imagination as a 
potential way forward for Guyana. Although this popular sentiment has always been deliberately 
frustrated by the main parties, the desire endures among the people who, thoughswayed by the 
interests of ethnicity, remain supportive of and responsive to efforts to discard its corrosive influences. 
Political parties are mushrooming, as is the custom when elections are close. The sentiments of 
many Guyanese are expressed in the adopted acronym of the newest political party, “FED-UP,” formed 
by three Berbice lawyers, and named “The Federal United Party.” The Liberal and Justice Party and A New 
and United Guyana have already been announced. If these parties together deprive the main parties of 
enough votes, the results and developments thereafter would be interesting. 

New political parties on the block 
Guyana Politics: Lawyers launch the Federal United Party (FED UP) 

 

The Federal United Party (FED UP) consisting of 

Berbice Attorney’s Ryan Crawford, Chandra 

Sohan and Horatio Edmonson (Left to right in 

photo) was launched on Saturday at the Central 

Corentyne Chamber of Commerce building in 

Rose Hall Town. 

Present were supporters from both the 
business sector and legal fraternity. The party 
will be contesting under the motto, “Unite for 
Survival” and says it seeks to move away from 
the existing “racial politics” within the 
country.         
Attorney Chandra Sohan, no stranger to the 

limelight, said that it is time for “a new 

beginning, a new way of politics.” 

He noted that “racial politics” has been and exists within the Opposition and the Coalition. According to 
Sohan, the state of the country and where it is perceived to be headed has become a concern and thus, 
has influenced their decision to start their own party. 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2019/01/ryan.gif
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“We have been looking at where this country is going for quite some time, we have been assessing where 
we were and it is very significant to me that when we look at where Guyana is, compared to where other 
countries are, we really have not made any progress”, Sohan added. He stressed that at himself and his 
fellow colleagues, now members of the party, were “disgusted” at what was taking place in Guyana and 
this drove things to a point where “we just got fed up”. 
It was the party’s opinion that Berbice was not heading anywhere. This, he said, led to comparisons being 
made to other countries and the rate at which they were progressing, “countries who are less fortunate 
than we are, countries which don’t have the kind of resources that we have and yet they seem to be far 
more advanced than we are in Guyana”. After arriving at a final assessment, he said, they came to the 
realisation that “the race politics of this country is what is fighting us, the race politics of the main political 
parties in this country is taking us nowhere, all we see, from the time of Independence is that we are going 
around in a cycle”. 
Sohan added that with such an atmosphere existing, they felt that a third force/party was going to take 
the country by storm “but then we saw that their interest was more selfish than it was for nation building”. 
It was at that point, he said, that they began engaging the public about their views and all the while, “we 
kept hearing the word ‘fed up.’” 
The Attorney underscored that the only way that the country can advance from its current state is through 
the implementation of electoral and constitutional reform. He says that this makes way for a change in 
the electoral system along with an avenue for proposed amendments that could alter the structure of the 
government. 
Delving into the proposal made by the new party, Sohan said that the party is suggesting that the country 
be divided into 65 seats and at the national elections, a person can/may contest their constituency. 
“If you should win your constituency, you go to parliament as compared to the system we have now which 
allows each political party to put up a slate of whatever number of candidates they want and whatever 
seat is allotted to that party they choose from that list of candidates, only one can go to parliament. That 
is not what the general opinion is as far as the constituency is concerned or the voters are concerned”, he 
said. 
In the same vein, he focused his attention on Berbice and surmised that the county is being stifled, hence, 
“we need to take control of Berbice”. He further suggested to have Regions 5 and 6 merged. 
“We are saying we can do a lot more with a constituency system and control over Berbice”. This he noted, 
has provided a medium to advocate for the Federal System, meaning to divide the country into three 
counties with each county being allowed its own administration, “that is nothing new to us as well because 
we have the regional system, all we are talking about is merging the regions into bigger equations.” This 
fundamentally means the reduction of powers from central government. 
The party is also proposing a two term reform for members of parliament. 
“You vote for your MP every two years, they go to parliament, they don’t perform for you, you the 
electorate or we the electorate have a right to remove them. You vote for your local government the same 
time, this is not going to incur any additional cost, it is one electoral system. We also suggest that you vote 
for your local government, your MP and your president, every four years, one time”. 
Meanwhile, Attorney Ryan Crawford stated that the birthing of a political party was something that has 
always been on the table for him to do but mentioned that it was an idea floating around for the past two 
years when his colleague Sohan brought it to him. He believes, “that the people who are professing to 
take care of this country, when I compare myself, I know I can do better than them. I know I can do better 
by miles”. Crawford opined that the persons currently running the country and who want to run the 
country have their main objective as “political affiliation so that they can get advancement. You have seen 
people getting rich on the strength of the people’s money in this country. Everywhere you look, people 
are being punished for a political goal, people are joining political parties for whatever benefits they are 
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gonna have. The good thing is, we do not need anything, we are not here to gain financial wealth, we are 
just here because of our greater concern for our people”. 
One of the many concerns of the party, Crawford said, is the absence of the local content legislation that 
will allow for the protection of employment when foreign countries take anchor in Guyana. He stressed, 
“we must protect the people of this country in terms of employment so what an oil producing country 
would do, they would enact the local content legislation so when these foreign companies come, their 
employment percentage of the employees must be at a certain level but we have not done anything.” 
Crawford also argued that nothing was done to transition students from the University of Guyana into oil 
and gas nor has anything been done to transition cane farmers/cutters into something for oil and gas, 
“but what we have done, is gotten so busy with oil and gas and we don’t have a plan, no one knows 
anything what is happening and we just going about our business”. 
Crawford also said that although there may be criticisms against him, he is prepared for whatever is 
thrown his way because he believes that Guyana does not have “a true democracy” but rather “a police 
state”. In explaining his statement, Crawford posited, “it is the police force that is being used by these 
political parties out of convenience. When they get into power, they use the police force to prosecute and 
persecute people”. The attorney, while speaking on the topic, made mention of his previous run in with 
the police. He stated that, “this entire case about me cursing up the police would have never went that 
far, had I not said, they could go tell the president, the vice president and all the commanders, it would 
have never gone that far and I got five charges for that”. 
As Crawford continued, he used defected MP Charrandass Persaud as an example by saying that, 
“Charrandass Persaud will be charged”. He further went on to say, ‘I do not know why he would be 
charged but I am saying that he will be charged because that is the type of government we have and that 
is the type of political atmosphere that we have”. Crawford said that those are some of the things that 
are a major concern for his newly formed party.  Horatio Edmonson, another party member, expressed 
the parties readiness for the hard work ahead. 
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Liberty and Justice Party leader, Lenox Shuman to give up Canadian citizenship 
 Denis Chabrol   

 
Lenox Shuman 
The leader of the newly-formed Liberty and Justice Party, Lenox Shuman, Saturday evening announced he 
would be giving up his Canadian citizenship. 
“Let me be clear. I am committed to making a difference in Guyana. As a parliamentarian, who swears to 
uphold the constitution of Guyana, my first act cannot be to break the law. It is with this that I have a firm 
commitment and obviously principle that I will be giving up my Canadian citizenship status,” he told a 
well-attended launch of the Liberty and Justice Party at the Georgetown Club, Camp Street, Georgetown. 
Shuman said he would soon make another attempt to discuss relinquishing his Canadian citizenship with 
Canada’s High Commissioner to Guyana, Lilian Chatterjee. 
He said his decision was motivated by the need to abide by Guyana’s laws and constitution, but at the 
same time “I want to make this abundantly clear- love Canada”. “Canada has given me so much that I can 
never ever repay and the Diaspora has so much to offer that we can never repay,” he added. 
“I am not leaving Canada because of anger, hate or anything of the sort. I am taking this position because 
I do believe that what I have learnt in one of the best countries in the world can benefit my homeland and 
it is what is required by the laws of Guyana,” he said. 

http://demerarawaves.com/author/demwaves/
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The former Vice Chairman of the National Toshaos Council and former Toshao of St Cuthbert’s Mission 
also told reporters after the JLP’s launch that he had been a Canadian citizen for more than 20 years. 
Asked whether he had planned to return to Canada, Shuman remarked that “those plans have been dealt 
with”. His wife and children were not seen at the launch. 
He noted that the People’s Progressive Party and the People’s National Congress Reform would be nothing 
without the Diaspora and steps should be taken to ensure overseas-based Guyana “are given that 
opportunity to serve Guyana”. 
He acknowledged that Canada, “a true democracy”, despite its “ills”, has an independent justice system. 
“They are impartial and completely separate from the legislative branch of government, unlike Guyana 
where the judiciary tends to be a bit more sympathetic to the government of the day,” he said. 
The LJP Leader called on overseas-based Guyanese to help their homeland to achieve all of its goals in a 
timely manner. At the same time, he cautioned them against returning “to be part of an elite that looks 
down on the people who for generations have stayed here but you are coming home to be part of our 
motherland’s solutions and successes.” 
Shuman’s decision comes at a time when the constitutionality of Guyanese parliamentarians holding dual 
citizenship is being challenged in the High Court after former government lawmaker and Canadian citizen 
Charrandas Persaud voted for an opposition-sponsored no-confidence motion. 
 

 
A NEW AND UNITED GUYANA 0PENING STATEMENT OFFICIAL LAUNCH 

Steering Committee 
We announce the formation of a political party to be called A New and United Guyana (ANUG). A Steering 
Committee has been established originally comprising in alphabetical order: Kian Jabour, businessman, 
Henry Jeffrey, political scientist; Timothy Jonas, lawyer Beni Sankar, businessman, and Ralph Ramkarran, 
lawyer. We are the first members of the A New and United Guyana and it is now open for membership. 
We have been inundated with expressions of support and goodwill. 
Failed Promises, Political Loyalties and the Way Forward 

https://s1.stabroeknews.com/images/2019/01/anugthree.jpeg
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The decision to launch a new political party, A New and United Guyana, emerged after several months of 
discussions between ourselves and others which resulted from our disappointment with the failure of the 
present regime to implement its core manifesto promise to make constitutional change. The manifesto 
promised, among other things, to establish a genuine government of national unity. We concluded that 
there needs to be an active and persistent political catalyst directed towards ending the gridlock caused 
by the racial/ethnic alliances that have plagued Guyana for all of the 70 or so years of its modern political 
history. We assessed that we have no other alternative than to call upon the people of Guyana to support 
another political party to bring about these needed changes. 
No one can escape the reality that the vast majority of the electorate is already loyal to one of the two 
major ethnic parties, which they support in the belief that they gain some sort of protection if their party 
is in office. The reality is that when one party is in office the other section of the electorate feels 
abandoned, marginalized and discriminated against. We believe that the only solution is to create a 
system where both political parties share executive power so that all Guyanese can move forward in 
confidence that their combined interests are protected. The two main political parties are unwilling to 
take these steps, despite decades of promises by both of them. Only a separate political movement, a 
third party, can motivate them to do so. 
Assist Us to Create a New Constitutional System 
In calling on the electorate to support A New and United Guyana, we are in effect calling on you to assist 
us to create a constitutional system that will bring your ethnic parties to share executive power and give 
you confidence that a system of governance will be introduced which protects your interests. 
Our political history has been characterized by high and low levels of ethnic confrontations, the loss of 
hundreds of lives, and a professional migration rate that is arguably the highest in the world. 
Notwithstanding the abundance of natural and human resources:  gold, diamond, bauxite, agriculture, 
forest, fishing and more, this political stalemate has left Guyana the poorest country in the Caribbean 
Community and among the poorest three in the Northern hemisphere. 
Our people who have left these shores have repeatedly demonstrated that it is only in Guyana that 
Guyanese appear less hardworking with less ambition for personal and family development. Outside of 
Guyana, Guyanese thrive. Therefore, the problem is rooted in Guyana and since we are fortunate not to 
be plagued by the persistent natural disasters of our Caribbean neighbours, and are endowed with natural 
resources, the problem clearly is with our social/political environment that consists of a mismatch 
between our ethnic configuration. Two large ethnic groups consisting of over 75% of the voting population 
and a competitive political system make the political context extremely toxic. This kind of environment 
rewards ethnic loyalty at the ballot box and makes our politicians ethnic entrepreneurs. 
Politicians’ Promises 
There are constitutional ways out of this dilemma. Elsewhere it usually takes civil wars and social 
upheavals to make politicians see sense and try other more inclusive methods of managing their countries. 
We believe that Guyanese have already paid the human and material price and ignorance can no longer 
be the excuse. So we stand ready with an agenda to radically reform the political system under which we 
live and establish a system that will give all ethnicities an equitable constitutional stake in executive 
decision-making and implementation. 
Ironically, we are now compelled to form a political party to essentially fulfill the major commitment of 
Constitutional Reform to which both parties pay lip service but neither party has demonstrated that it is 
serious about.  By the first item stated in its Manifesto’s list of priorities the coalition made a special 
commitment to the formation of a government of National Unity to implement the following measures 
during its term in office: “The introduction of a meaningful Constitutional Reform programme geared 
towards improved governance and fair representation.” Later in the document it committed that a 
constitutional reform committee would have been given the mandate to “complete consultation, draft 
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amendments and present same to the National Assembly within nine months.” Such a committee was 
appointed but its report has not been published and work has been clearly abandoned. 
Politicians’ promises to the Guyanese people must mean something and the people should have some 
way of enforcing promises. In order to demonstrate that we are not just another political party and that 
we are serious about what we say, we now make two main commitments. (1) Our party undertakes that 
it will never enter a coalition with any other political party or any of its members for the purpose of 
securing a role in government. (2) From the first day of taking constitutional office, or being able to 
otherwise influence governmental policy, we will work to establish shared executive power and within 
one month of being able to do so we will set about the constitutional reform process to make the 
necessary changes in the constitution. 
We will be Legally Bound by Our Promises 
In order to demonstrate the seriousness of our commitments, our respect for solemn undertakings to the 
Guyanese people and the political innovations that our unique situation requires, we hereby make our 
two main commitments legally enforceable. By this we mean that any citizen or group of citizens will be 
able to go to the courts for the appropriate declarations that we have violated either or both 
commitments. If the court rules against us we make a legal commitment to resign from Parliament. 
Opportunities for Youth 
While our flagship issue is inclusive executive power, A New and United Guyana is not a one-dimensional 
party. From the goodwill we have received since stating our intention to form a party, we have learnt that 
the coalition government has disappointed significant numbers of persons in many other ways. For 
example, young people have been excluded from jobs and from decision-making. Policies for skills 
development, education and employment opportunities have been promised by both parties now and in 
the past. These promises have not been fulfilled or have been totally inadequate or have simply not 
worked. Our party will pay special attention and develop a special relationship with our youths to whom 
the nation has a special responsibility to prepare for the future. Proposals for youth development will be 
developed by youth themselves, will be nationally publicized, nationally debated and implemented in the 
full glare of national attention. 
Reducing Poverty 
Our party is conscious of the devastation that has been visited on communities where workers have been 
retrenched or for other reasons have lost their jobs in the sugar industry, agriculture, mining, forestry or 
as a result of the slowdown in the economy.  Consequent upon these events, communities have imploded, 
unemployment has soared, opportunities have diminished and poverty has increased. Immediate 
measures specific to suffering communities, worked out after consulting with them, will be put in place 
to alleviate their immediate conditions until permanent solutions in the form of employment 
opportunities are developed. 
Guyana is about to embark on a new era of oil production. Everyone recognizes the enormous challenges 
that are already confronting the country as well as the woeful lack of urgency already displayed in meeting 
the challenges. Urgent tasks remain unfulfilled. Lack of capacity in government departments has resulted 
in an unacceptable level of delay and controversy in vital decision-making and in recruiting and deploying 
expertise in a timely manner. Our party’s  objective would be to seek to develop a national consensus on 
the main aspects of the development of the industry and consultation on implementation and other 
aspects. Guyana’s adversarial political system inhibits consensus. On the rare occasions that consensus is 
sought, it invariably ends in controversy. We intend to break this cycle. 
Oil, the Economy and the Challenges Ahead 
Guyana’s economy has shown a sharp decline over the past three years resulting in lost jobs, higher taxes 
and increased cost of living, all heavy burdens on working people and a brake on investment and business 
development, which is the major way to create jobs and development. Ever increasing ways are sought 
by the government to withdraw money from the economy that could otherwise have been spent to 
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sustain investment while public spending and government indebtedness has soared. With the new era of 
oil production, we believe that Guyana urgently needs a new era in governance. It has been clear for a 
long time that the occupation of the seat of government by one ethnic party alone is a prescription for 
the country being unable to achieve its full potential. Our intention is to provide a platform for the 
development of a new path forward for Guyana and with the support of the electorate, to implement the 
measures proposed. 
In the immediate future, programmes have to be implemented for the deployment of resources to ensure 
that the Guyanese people obtain immediate relief from economic hardships. Those living in poverty and 
those who are struggling to make ends meet, which account for about 30 percent of our population, will 
look forward to priority support. We intend to make sure that they are accorded their due. Legal 
entitlements to workers will be honoured. Obstacles to business development will be removed and 
incentives restored. 
Corruption 
For the further protection of the Guyanese people, our Party intends to end the mutual accusations about 
corruption and do something about it. Both main parties and the AFC have promised an end to corruption 
but this plague has continued to haunt us and to deprive the Guyanese of billions of dollars which should 
have been devoted to their welfare. It sustains immorality and cynicism in the society. We intend, as a 
matter of urgency, to seek advice as to best practices from Transparency International and the United 
Nations, who both have wide, international experience and expertise in dealing with corruption 
prevention. Codes of conduct for government and state officials will be enshrined in law rather than 
promulgated for voluntary observance. 
Climate Change 
The Guyanese nation also need protection from climate change. In the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 21st Conference of the Parties held in Paris in December 2015, Guyana in 
its Intended National Determined Contribution (INDC) made a commitment ‘to eliminating our near 
complete dependence on fossil fuels. Given our solar, wind and hydropower potential and relatively small 
national demand, we believe that with adequate and timely financial support, Guyana can develop 
renewable power supply for most of its needs by 2025.’  Since the discovery of oil and gas the government 
has dropped the Amaila project and is talking about the use of gas for its energy needs. Given that the 
country is also set to be a substantial producer of fossil fuels by 2020, in would appear that instead of 
maintaining and increasing its ambition the Guyana government is reducing its ambition. ANUG takes 
seriously the issue of climate change and our climate commitment, and we are committed will take the 
best way forward in consultation with stakeholders and our international partners. 
Why We Are Different 
The public may well ask: We have had new parties before. Some have failed the Guyanese people. Others 
were rejected. What makes you different? 
In the past, the successful new parties have sought to primarily target the party in power with the 
intention of removing it from office. These parties, particularly the United Force (UF) and Alliance For 
Change (AFC), ended up in coalitions and in government. Both ended up as weakened political 
appendages. The Working Peoples Alliance (WPA) criticized both main parties as not worthy of support. 
It fell by the wayside. This is not a path that we will take. 
Our policy is not to replace the parties merely because they are equally bad. Our policy is to change the 
system so that the two main parties, and our own if we win the majority or a plurality, will work in a 
constitutional framework that demands inclusion and cooperation. Both main parties have recognized the 
logic of our ethno-political dilemma that forces policies of domination. This in turn leads to marginalization 
and discrimination or accusations of such by each side when not in government. 
The PPP recognised this and promised in 1991 to change it by constitutional reform. The PNCR recognized 
it in 2002 and APNU+AFC promised in 2015 to similarly change it. These promises were not fulfilled. All 
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experts have concluded that the political instability that is created by these failures restricts social and 
political development. It has and will now continue to allow the growth of corruption. 
The Dangers of Doing Nothing 
This political system is no longer credible and no longer serves the interests of Guyana and of the 
Guyanese people. We accept the challenge to create a constitutional system where both major parties 
and ourselves, if the Guyanese people place their confidence in us, will embrace the necessity of working 
together and where ethnic groups will feel that their interests are being or will be protected. 
The dangers of allowing the current political and constitutional systems to remain in place have been 
demonstrated for all to see, with the no confidence vote on December 21. Unless there are changes, the 
most likely outcome of elections will result in success by slim margins or by plurality.  In the latter case in 
2011 the largest party refused to reach out in coalition with one of the opposition parties. The result was 
unstable government between 2011 and 2015. The government in 2015 had one seat more than the 
opposition. The result has been its defeat by a no confidence vote. Currently, tensions are high as the 
Guyanese people await decisions by the courts which, if their final conclusion is that the no confidence 
vote is valid and lawful, will result in too little time remaining for elections to be held.  In the meantime, 
the Guyanese people are divided, investors are nervous, the Venezuelan Government is emboldened and 
everybody loses. We advocate constitutional measures that will eliminate this state of permanent 
instability which is likely to continue if it is not addressed. 
The Promise of a New and United Guyana 
By voting for A New and United Guyana, the electorate will ensure the existence of a government over 
which they have not only political but legal leverage over its core commitments. The inclusive framework 
we will establish will banish tendencies towards domination and dictatorship and will create an inclusive 
governance arrangement consisting of all political parties above an agreed level of support. This would 
lead to the broad acceptance of political, economic and social policies and economic and social progress 
will be accelerated. Ethnic communities will feel safe and secure in the knowledge that they will have a 
seat at the table and that their interests are being protected. 
A New and United Guyana represents the interests of all Guyanese. Join us. 

Chief Justice Roxanne George-Wiltshire states that No Confidence 
Motion is in accordance with the laws of Guyana. 

 

[Credit Guyana Chronicle ] 
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Chief Justice (ag)Roxanne George-Wiltshire on Thursday afternoon ruled that the no confidence motion, 
which was voted in the National Assembly last December, was carried. 
 
The Chief Justice in her ruling, said that 33 persons are the majority of the elected Members of 
Parliament (MPs). 
 
On the issue of dual citizenship, the Chief Justice also ruled that the vote of former APNU+AFC MP , 
Charrandass Persaud was valid even though he was occupying a seat in the National Assembly illegally 
or against constitutional provisions of the state. 
 
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs,Basil Williams subsequently  applied for a stay of the 
judgement passed by the Chief Justice as well as a conservatory order for the government to remain in 
office until the appeals are heard. 
The Attorney General told reporters that government “is going all the way ” as he noted that the case 
will be appealed all the way to the CCJ .”There is nothing to panic about or nothing to worry about,” he 
said.”We haven’t lost an election , we will go through the court system,” he said. 
 
Williams reminded that  in the Presidential Third term case , the Opposition received favourable 
judgement in the High Court and the Court of Appeal but later lost its case at the CCJ. 

Guyana Politics: Irfaan Ali selected as the PPP Presidential candidate 
Anil Nandlall disappointed; Irfaan Ali, Jagdeo tout youth, experience, teamwork 

 
Irfaan Ali 
The People’s Progressive Party (PPP) presidential candidate is Irfaan Ali. The former housing minister 
defeated former attorney general Anil Nandlall 24 to 11. The secret balloting followed the withdrawal of 
three other candidates: Gail Teixeira, Vindhya Persaud and Frank Anthony. 
 , 
After winning, he touted his youthfulness and experience in the finance sector as major advantages going 
into the next general elections. “The very fact that our party leadership has elected a young person shows 
that our party is committed to young people, not only by talk but by action,” said Ali, 38. 
Saying he was “extremely humbled” by being elected as the presidential candidate and he would be taking 
up the challenge “very seriously” to deliver key and essential services to all Guyanese. His priorities are 
fast-tracking the Public Sector Investment Programme, curbing rising debt, increasing job opportunities, 
and developing transformative projects through the oil and gas sector. 
“The experience I have had in government allows me the opportunity to work alongside my team, the 
broader PPP team, in moving Guyana forward for the betterment and improvement of the lives of all,” 
said Ali, a former Minister of Housing, Water, Tourism, Industry and Commerce. 
Ali shrugged off concerns that he would be overshadowed by PPP General Secretary, Bharrat Jagdeo, 
instead saying that the former Guyanese leader is an “asset” and he would be facing the polls under the 
umbrella of teamwork that would develop a manifesto. “I see myself as being part of a team and I see the 
General Secretary of the People’s Progressive Party as a great asset to Guyana.  I see him as a great asset 
to the party. I see him as someone who has served tremendously well and someone who has a lot to offer 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/irfaan-ali-b-208x300.jpg
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and I don’t know what you meant by pulling strings,” he said. Ali added that his ministerial performance 
at the Ministry of Housing and Water “would tell you about my independence” 
“This is a team approach. This is not an Irfaan Ali approach. This  is a team approach to government. This 
is a PPP approach implementing the policies and programmes and manifesto of the PPP. At the end of the 
day, the people will judge us based on our ability and our effectively we implement our manifesto,” said 
Ali who is currently the opposition’s Shadow Finance Minister and Chairman of the bipartisan Public 
Accounts Committee. 
Asked whether he thought his credibility would be affected by questions being raised about the 
authenticity of his academic qualifications and alleged fraudulent sale of lands to government officials 
totalling GYD$174 million, he said “I am very confident in who I am” and he would be releasing more 
transcripts of “everything I have completed over the years. “I want to assure you that I am very confident 
about my qualifications,” he said. 
PPP General Secretary,  Jagdeo declined to confirm the widely-held view that he backed Ali. At the same 
time he lauded the newly-minted presidential candidate for his ministerial performance and political 
mobilisation in Region Three (West Demerara/Essequibo Islands). 
Nandlall, for his part, expressed disappointment that he lost in his bid to lead the PPP to the polls either 
this year or next year depending on the outcome and time when ultimately the Caribbean Court of Justice 
(CCJ) rules on the validity of the no-confidence motion that was passed 33-32 in the National Assembly 
on December 21, 2018. 

President David Granger for second term 

 
IT has been confirmed that President David Granger will lead the APNU+AFC coalition into the next 
General and Regional Elections, ending all speculation as to who that coalition’s presidential candidate 
would be. 
 
Mr Granger will be seeking a second term in office. This revelation, although not surprising, should be 
good news to all Guyanese. His Excellency is certainly the most qualified person to continue the job that 
he started: that of of leading Guyana’s citizens on the journey towards full democracy, social cohesion, 
equal opportunities for personal development, and equitable access to the benefits of Guyana’s 
resources. The President is unquestionably the most suitable candidate to lead our nation into a brighter 
future and a good life for all. The journey to a better future which began on May 16, 2015, must continue 
without interruption. 
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Recent releases                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                          

1. Women’s History magazine- $1,500 per annum 

2. Lessons in Guyanese History -$1,600 

3. Guyana Institute of Historical Research Journal- $1,600.  

4. Outline in Guyanese History-$500. 

5. GIHR Book  marks $40. 
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Conferences 
Guyana was host to two major conferences during January 

  
 

                      
Minister of State, Hon. Joseph Harmon and Commissioner Trevor Benn at the opening ceremony of 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification CRIC 17. 
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Some one hundred and eighty members and stakeholders from thirty countries, including the Caribbean 
are in Guyana for the Caribbean Association of National Telecommunications Organizations (CANTO)’s 
35th Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Mini Expo which officially opened this evening, at the Guyana 
Marriott Hotel, Kingston Georgetown. Minister of Public Telecommunications, Catherine Hughes, 
Outgoing Chairman of CANTO, Julian Wilkins, General Secretary of CANTO, Teresa Wankin, Suriname’s 
Minister of Public Works, Transportation and Communication, Patrick Pengel and the Guyana Telephone 
and Telegraph Company (GTT) Chief Executive Officer, Justin Nedd at the official of the CANTO 35th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the Guyana Marriott Hotel. 

 
 

 
Minister Cathy Hughes 
 



36 
 

Mashramani calypso championships 

 
Daughter of Calypsonian Roger Hinds won second in the 8 to 10 Calypso category. 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 
1. The Guyana Defence Force moved swiftly to suppress the rebellion that erupted fifty years ago 

on 2nd January 1969 in the Rupununi District ― a zone in the south-west of the country of nearly 
58,000 km² – larger than Costa Rica – that zone is over a quarter of our national territory, it was 
threatened with cessation. 

2. The rebellion was the result of a conspiracy not of Indigenous peoples, but of a few related cattle-
owning families who lived in huge haciendas. They resisted the prospect of surrendering their 
ranches to the landless Indigenous peoples in accordance with the Amerindian Lands Commission, 
which had been established by the Government of the day and which was committed to the re-
distribution of land. 

3. Guyana remains committed to ensuring that the Caribbean and continent of South America 
remain a zone of peace. It subscribes to the peaceful settlement of disputes and will never do 
anything to endanger international peace. 

4. “I am as concerned as anyone else with the efficiency of the Guyana Elections Commission and I 
was extremely tolerant and I was very patient in allowing the Leader of the Opposition to 
discharge his Constitutional responsibilities, that is, to give me a list which I found acceptable. I 
have been waiting for such a list and the fact that he has had to produce three lists, which are all 
unacceptable, testifies to his failure to sincerely deal with this important Constitutional office.” 

5. “I am President of all Guyana. I know what you need and as long as God gives me the strength, I 
will ensure that I deliver what you need. Every Guyanese must have access to public services. I 
don’t believe in bush. I believe in people and whether you are living in Akawini or Orealla or 
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Kwakwani, you deserve access to public services. As far as President Granger is concerned, I treat 
all citizens equal.” 

6. "Guyana, today, is a country of bright prospects but also one of colossal complexity. A field of 
unprecedented opportunities lies before you. The opportunity for engineers to build bridges and 
roads to open our vast hinterland and to develop schemes to exploit our hydro-electrical 
potential; the opportunity for geologists to develop our bauxite, diamond, gold, manganese and 
quarrying resources; the opportunity for biologists, botanists, zoologists and agriculturalists to 
expand food production; the opportunity for manufacturers, shippers, builders to drive our 
economy forward at a faster rate…” 

 

Violet Smith leaves Guyana Goldfields Company 

According to the company's President and Chief Executive Officer, Scott Caldwell, “these transformational 
changes, which are consistent with our Aurora Gold Mine strategic plan established last summer, will 
strengthen our presence in Guyana and further enhance our operations". 

 
After serving the company for more than twenty years, the Guyana Goldfields Company today 
announced that its longtime Country Manager, Violet Smith, is leaving the company as the position 
has been declared redundant. 
The announcement came today as the company rolled out major changes to its Guyana operations. 
In a statement, Guyana Goldfields thanked  Ms. Smith, who is a qualified and trained geologist, for 
her more than two decades of service. 
The company has also announced that all of the Guyana Goldfields’ and Aurora Gold Mine’s activities 
in Georgetown will be managed out of a single office in the country. 
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And as part of its major restructuring plan, the Company has promoted 60 Guyanese nationals into 
senior roles. 
Guyanese national, Jermaine Critchlow, will serve as the company’s Sustainability Manager for 
Guyana; a role previously held by an expatriate. 
In addition, Guyanese journalist, Miranda LaRose has been hired as the Corporate Social 
Responsibility/Sustainability Coordinator for Guyana. 
Guyana Goldfields, in its statement said the Company expects that the changes and the new local 
leadership will further strengthen its presence in Guyana and its good relationship with the government. 
As part of the restructuring, the Company has reduced its expatriate workforce by 14, representing 
approximately 30% of the total expatriate staff. 
Total employment post-restructuring consists of 729 Guyanese nationals (representing approximately 
96.4% of the overall workforce) and 27 expatriates. 
According to the company’s President and Chief Executive Officer, Scott Caldwell, “these transformational 
changes, which are consistent with our Aurora Gold Mine strategic plan established last summer, will 
strengthen our presence in Guyana and further enhance our operations”. 
Meanwhile, former US Ambassador to Guyana and retired Diplomat, Perry Holloway has taken over his 
responsibility as  the Company’s Senior Vice President, Strategy & Corporate Affairs. 
He will be responsible for all activities involving government relations in Guyana, as well as corporate 
social responsibility. 
Guyana Goldfields is a Canadian owned gold mining company that operates in Guyana. It is currently the 
largest gold mining company in the country. 

 
Jeremy Peretz is the 2018 winner of the GIHR Journal 
Prize. 
 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research invites all 
interested researchers to submit articles to the GIHR 
Journal.  A prize will be awarded in 2019, to one of the 
submissions.  Article must be refereed. 
Thank you. 
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The following GIHR courses run from September to July.   They are available online, as well as in 
packages, for homestudy: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma in Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year                                            
Click, like and, share GIHR Face book, Guyana Institute of Historical Research Diploma in historical 
studies, History Online, and GIHR Montrose Academy pages.                                                                           
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Shop at the online GIHR store              
 

                                                                                                                                                                                       


