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Chief Justice rules 33 is a majority

_____________________________________________

The Guyana Elections Commission

(GECOM) says it cannot hold elections

by March 19 and was never in the posi-

tion to accede to the hosting of elections

in 90 days. Chief Elections Officer

(CEO), Keith Lowenfield made this clear

during a press briefing held by the com-

mission today at its Head Office.

Lowenfield said it would not be pos-

sible to hold elections before July.

“The reality is very simple. For us to

conduct an election there has to be staff.

At the moment if elections are to be held,

we will have an estimated amount of

2,300 polling stations or thereabout.

Those polling stations have got to be

manned by staff and even if I utilise 20

training teams, their utilisation on the week-

ends at schools across Guyana will see

us taking a minimum of seven to nine

weeks to ensure we train in all these re-

gions,” Lowenfield said.

With reference to the claims by oppo-

sition nominated commissioners, Bibi

Shaddick, Sase Gunraj and Robeson

Benn, that elections can be held in 52 days

if GECOM trains the necessary staff all

week, the CEO explained that many of

the persons employed as Polling Offic-

ers, Assistant Polling Officers and clerks

mainly work at other agencies.

Lowenfield said “they may be teach-

ers, they may be nurses, and they may be

public servants. So, if the suggestion is that

I train them from 5 [o’clock] every after-

noon for two days… I think the turnout

at best would very meagre.”

He further added “ordinarily, when we

conduct training, persons invited to attend

would say, ‘I did not    See page..........2

Mt. Roraima

Chief Justice Roxane George has ruled

that 33 is the majority for the purposes of

carrying a vote of no-confidence in Par-

liament.

The judge’s ruling was a major set-

back to the APNU+AFC’s hope of re-

versing the 33 to 32 vote, which saw its

government collapsed on December 21,

2018.

A f t e r

having earlier

upheld the

disputed vote

o f

Charrandass

Persaud, the

judge said

that 33 was the majority.

Through its lawyers the government had

argued that the majority should be an ab-

solute one and in this case it should be

34, an argument that had been pilloried in

many circles.

The judge today said that the court

considered what is a majority of all elected

members and in Guyana’s case the ma-

jority would be at least 33.

“At least 33 votes must always be

obtained regardless of the voters present”,

she said.

Attorney General Basil Williams then

asked the court for a stay and a conser-

vatory order to preserve the status quo.

The judge refused and advised him to take

the matter to the Court of Appeal.

A 90-day clock has been ticking since

the December 21 vote for the holding of

general elections. To date the government

has not recognized this neither has the

Guyana Elections Commission shown any

sign of observing it.

Today’s ruling by the judge will fur-

ther weaken the government’s challenge

to the validity of the motion of no confi-

dence.

Attorney General Williams had ap-

proached the High Court to settle the le-

gality of the vote on      See page..............2

By: Staff 

Chief Justice R. George

MRHAD set to Launch on March 9th
By TNR Staff

No elections in March

Mayor Kwasi Fraser

Be the change you seek

“If I utilize 20 training teams on the weekends

it will see us taking a minimum of 7 to 9 weeks

to ensure we train in all these regions” 

GECOM was never able to meet 90-

day elections demand – CEO

      The much-anticipated Official Launch

of the Movement for Racial Harmony and

Democracy takes place on Saturday,

March 9
th

 at the New Life Center of Truth

in Brooklyn, New York.

   A large con-

tingent of

G u y a n e s e

from across

the Tri-State

area and be-

yond will be in

attendance.

   Guyanese-

born Kwasi

   Fraser, Mayor

of Purcellville, Virginia will deliver the key-

note address. In his presentation this young

dynamic leader plans to speak on several

contemporaneous issues, which are per-

tinent to the NA Guyanese Diaspora.

      MRHAD is a non-aligned political or-

ganization committed to democratic val-

ues of Freedom, Justice and Equality for

all citizens without exception. It is also

dedicated in its efforts to the restoration

of good governance, and motivated to im-

prove the quality of life for every citizen.

      The disappointing results of the Lo-

cal Government elections (LGE) last No-

vember and the No-Confidence Vote in

December 2018 were the catalysts for es-

tablishing this Movement. During its em-

bryonic period MRHAD intends to gar-

ner support from the NA Diaspora.

    MRHAD needs full support from

Guyanese abroad to convince others at

home that we can enhance their status in

life. If you believe in a Free, Just and Pros-

perous society, come join us as change

agents and advocate for meaningful socio-

political reforms, economic expansion,

personal growth and the attainment of

Racial Harmony in a truly democratic

Nation State.

      Let us together embark on a mission/

journey to Save Guyana NOW!

See more on page............12
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“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health of

himself and of his family.....”GTCSJAD

(Continued from cover page)  the no-confidence motion while say-

ing that it needed the support of an “absolute majority” of 34

members to be valid.

Williams had applied to the court for orders to stay the en-

forcement of the motion and enable President David Granger

and all his ministers to remain in office, while contending that the

ruling by House Speaker Dr. Barton Scotland that it was car-

ried by a vote of 33 to 32 was unlawful.

In addition to an order to stay the enforcement of the mo-

tion, Williams had asked the court for a conservatory order to

preserve the status quo ante that the President and all Ministers

of the Government remain in office until the hearing and deter-

mination of questions surrounding the legality of the December

21st vote.

Scotland declared that the motion was carried after then

government Member of Parliament (MP) Charrandass Persaud

voted with the opposition. Among the seven questions Williams

had asked the court to determine is whether the motion upon a

division vote of 33 to 32 MPs was validly passed as it is his

contention that 34 votes were needed.

The action came after the Speaker had earlier this month

refused government’s request to reverse his recognition of the

motion, while declaring that the issues which have surfaced

needed full and final determination by the courts.

Guyana’s constitution states that where the government is

defeated on a vote of no confidence, general elections are to be

held within 90 days thereafter.

Article 106 (6) of the Constitution provides that “the Cabi-

net including the President shall resign if the Government is de-

feated by the vote of a majority of all the elected members of

the National Assembly on a vote of no confidence.”

Article 106 (7) of the Constitution further provides that

“notwithstanding its defeat, the Government shall remain in of-

fice and shall hold elections in three months, or such longer pe-

riod as the National Assembly by resolution supported by not

less than two-thirds of the votes of all the elected members of

the National Assembly determine, and shall resign after the Presi-

dent takes the oath of office following the election.”

While initially accepting the motion was carried, govern-

ment has subsequently argued that a “majority” as meant by this

provision is not 33 members of the 65-member House but 34.

In his urgent notice of application for the orders, Williams

argued that the National Assembly comprises 65 members and

that, mathematically, half of all the elected members equals 32.5.

Accordingly, he says that the figure should then be rounded to

the next whole number, being 33, which would now represent

half of the elected members and that the majority thereby being

a number greater than half means that ‘1’ ought to have been

added to the whole number ‘33’ to calculate an absolute ma-

jority of 34.

Williams was of the view that since “the motion of no con-

fidence was not validly passed by 34 or more of all the elected

members of the National Assembly,” it is resultantly void and of

no legal effect to defeat the government in accordance with Ar-

ticle 106 (6).

“The ruling of the Speaker that the motion was purport-

edly carried by a majority vote of 33:32 raises concerns of se-

rious national interest and grave and significant constitutional

issues that are central to Guyana’s democracy, stability and con-

stitutional ethos and as a consequence, requires the Court’s ur-

gent intervention,” Williams argued.

Chief Justice rules 33 is a majority
(Continued from cover page) have a babysitter etc.’… So, for

the most part, our attendance is 80-81 per cent. I shudder to

ask them to attend training every day. The trainers we have

identified to conduct the training exercise are teachers… So,

it’s like being in the field wasting 5 days until its Friday.”

Emphasising the commission’s position, Deputy Chief Elec-

tions Officer, Roxanne Myers said if elections were to be held

in March, then nomination day would have had to have been by

the end of January.

She also said it would take 105 days if procurement of sen-

sitive materials is done at the same time with the training of staff. 

This timeline, she says, does not cater for the house-to-house

registration process, a demand made by government support-

ers who yesterday picketed the commission.

“With a July elections date, it means that the life of the list

would have expired so you will have to have a claims and ob-

jections period for what we proposed to be 28 and 7 before

the elections can be held but claims and objections can be done

simultaneously,” Myers explained.

Following the December 21 vote in the National Assembly

and the recent ruling of Chief Justice (ag), Roxane George, the

Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) has been called upon

to prepare for elections ahead of 2020 when they were initially

constitutionally due.

Meanwhile, Lowenfield says he is awaiting instructions from

the commission to activate the work of the secretariat for prepa-

rations to host the elections when called.

No elections in March

____________________

     Opposition Leader Bharrat Jagdeo, on the heels of a

favourable High Court ruling on last month’s no-confidence

motion, has threatened to move to the court to force the Guyana

Elections Commission (GECOM) to hold elections with the

present voters’ list by March 19.

     “We are exploring now whether we can go to the courts to

direct GECOM to fulfill its constitutional duties and not take

directions from the government, the executive which wants to

hang on to power at all cost,” he said.

     He called on the government to comply with Chief Justice

Roxane George-Wiltshire’s decision and resign because the no-

confidence motion was validly passed on December 21, 2018.

     “We expect this government to comply with the Chief

Justice’s ruling and immediately start the preparations for gen-

eral elections,” he told a news conference.

     The Opposition Leader wants President David Granger to

announce that he respects Guyana’s constitution and “not doing

so will show gross disrespect” for the constitution.

       Insisting that general elections could be held by March 19th-

in keeping with the 90 day deadline after the passage of the no-

confidence motion - Jagdeo said the time to act was now while

at the same time acknowledging that the appeal could go “ei-

ther way”.

     The Chief Justice refused an application by Attorney Gen-

eral Basil Williams for a stay and conservatory order of her

decision. She said the request for a stay could be made to the

Court of Appeal after the official written   See page..................11

By: Denis Chabrol

PPP threatens court action
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The Constitution
of Guyana makes
provision for the

President to deter-
mine the authority,
functions and pow-
ers of Ministers of
the government.
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to investigate
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The resources of
Guyana are better
spent on the eco-
nomic and social

progress of citizens.

By: Adam Harris

Dual citizenship and the National Assembly

The question of a majority for the no-

confidence motion would have been laugh-

able if so many people were not taking

the issue so seriously. For many people,

the idea of a simple majority is clear, but

no sooner had the government side ac-

knowledged the loss of the no-confidence

motion, the issue took a change.

I found out that this issue first surfaced

when APNU and the AFC, while in op-

position, tabled a no-confidence motion

against the Donald Ramotar-led govern-

ment. A lawyer compiled the argument

and gave it to Attorney General Anil

Nandlall for transmission to Mr. Ramotar.

Mr. Ramotar admitted that the argu-

ments were forwarded to him, but both

he and Nandlall decided that the argu-

ments would not hold water. But they

never told anyone about it, so the law-

makers never had an opportunity to ex-

amine the arguments.

Then came this no-confidence motion,

and once more the arguments surfaced.

Attorney Nigel Hughes was the first per-

son I heard propose the argument. Be-

fore long, it had taken root, and there was

talk about heading to court with this ar-

gument.

There were people who argued con-

vincingly that the first thing that should have

happened was that the Speaker should

have determined the half of the number of

seats in the assembly. The argument con-

tinues that a majority would have been half

plus one.

However, in Guyana over the years, a

majority merely means more than half.

Then I heard that the lawyer who ini-

tially proffered the argument for the half

plus one to the previous government, of-

fered his argument to the current govern-

ment for $7 million. That would have been

an easy way to make a lot of money for

something that had been produced in

2014.

Indeed the government has gone to

court, but it is refusing to challenge the

vote in the National Assembly from the

point of view of the numbers. This sug-

gests that the decision-makers also have

a problem with the argument.

But there is another problem, and this

has to do with dual citizenship.

This is novel territory, given that it has

never been challenged. One could argue

that the late President Janet Jagan was an

American by birth and a Guyanese by

naturalization. There was talk that she re-

nounced her American citizenship, so the

issue of dual citizenship did not arise.

Her children, on the other hand, easily

became American citizens. Mrs. Jagan’s

renunciation seemed to have no effect.

Back in Guyana, the National Assem-

bly had, and still has others who enjoy

dual citizenship. They have all voted in the

National Assembly.

But the constitution is clear. This then

provides the reason for the challenge in

the courts over the right of Charrandass

Persaud to vote. A layman like me would

argue that we allow the law to be ignored

until something happens. Why has there

not been a challenge to the other people

in the House who hold dual citizenship?

This could have posed immense problems

for laws passed in the past. Fortunately a

decision should not affect what preceded.

Lawyers are however pointing to a

clause in the constitution that states once

a vote is taken the decision stands.

Whether the decision by the court will af-

fect the no- confidence motion is left to

be seen.

In any case, the formula introduced by

President Jimmy Carter places the con-

duct of the elections in the hands of the

Guyana Elections Commission. If the com-

mission is ready then it can proceed with

elections.

Yet there are blocks to the holding of

early elections. A member of the elections

commission has said that the commission

was provided with money for house to

house registration.

That alone could take some time, un-

less the commission votes to avoid such

registration for the upcoming elections.

From my vantage point, I cannot see

elections being held within the three

months stipulated by the constitution.

President David Granger and Oppo-

sition Leader Bharrat Jagdeo are to meet

on Wednesday. The outcome of those

talks will be interesting. I cannot prejudge

the issue, but I am certain wiser counsel

will prevail.

I expect Mr. Jagdeo to hold out that

the government should only perform care-

taker functions. Yet the very constitution

stipulates that governments cannot exist

in a vacuum. There must be one in place

and a government must do the things it is

expected to do.

Meanwhile there is the question of the

presidential candidate. The People’s Pro-

gressive Party has modified    See page.......5
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Charrandass is pathologically mendacious

In order not to add fuel to the fire that rose up after the

Charandas Persaud no- confidence vote, I chose to remain si-

lent on a few things that have been in the public domain, includ-

ing commentary on my own actions.  Considering however that

certain misrepresentations are being repeated as record, stay-

ing silent is no longer an option.

I have apologised for my reactive outburst in uttering an

expletive in the National Assembly.  This was clearly out of char-

acter with my usual conduct and an emotional response to the

betrayal from a trusted colleague, with whom I spent the past

three and a half years, including during the recent budget de-

bate, defending the policies of this administration.

I’ve had time during the past week to try to understand

Charandas’ motivation for what he did and his justifications of-

fered and none of it seems to make sense.  On a personal level,

two things he has said so far have struck me personally.  The

first is the claim that I assaulted him and that his ribs still hurt

from my elbowing him.  The very video to which he referred

persons shows me nudging him with the back of my hand to get

his attention in the wake of the shock of his vote, not elbowing

him.  Why would someone, in justifying a vote of conscience

and speaking about his own integrity, engage in such an easily

disproved untruth to support his case?  The other issue that hit

on a personal level was that in his telling of this fiction, Charandas,

my coalition political and parliamentary colleague of three and a

half years, referred to me as simply “that Rasta boy from Lin-

den.”

For me, these things don’t square with the character of

integrity that he has been painting himself as, and there are other

examples.  There was his claim that he wrote to Alliance For

Change leader, Raphael Trotman to protest his displeasure at

certain actions.  When Mr. Trotman refuted those claims, he

changed his story to say that he spoke to Trotman and was

ignored.  The Clerk of the National Assembly, Mr. Sherlock

Isaacs, himself had to correct claims of bias alleged against him

by Charandas in a recent letter to the newspaper.

Perhaps most importantly however, is that his own words

in Parliament defending the recent budget made the sort of sense

that his subsequent claims don’t.  He spoke forcefully, for ex-

ample, about the capital expenditure in Berbice, the permanent

improvement of roads that the PPP would plug billions into and

which still would need fixing.  He spoke about the severance

payment to sugar workers in an industry that the PPP crippled

and then left the burden on the APNU+AFC to fix.

I find it difficult therefore to believe that the web of misin-

formation that my former colleague has afterward tried to spread

is only incidental to the web of disinformation that is being spread

by the opposition and their aligned media.  For example, just as

Clerk Isaacs had to correct Charandas, he was also forced

to correct a story carried in the Jagdeo-controlled Guyana Times.

This brings me to the overlooked aspect of Charandas’

narrative about the circumstances surrounding his support of

the PPP’s no-confidence motion.  If one were to listen to his

and complementary accounts of his conscience narrative, and

factor in the events of that fateful night a week ago, we see a

picture of possible willful collusion with the very PPP that he

campaigned against.  From the supposed conversation with

Freddie Kissoon earlier this year, to his own indication that he

was long contemplating voting against the administration, it ap-

pears that he was long privy to a PPP no-confidence motion

before it was even tabled or announced in November of this

year.  This, combined with his claim that he trusted no one, in-

cluding his long-time friend, Minister of Pubic Security, Khemraj

Ramjattan, with his security but yet was handled by a PPP mem-

ber from the moment he left Parliament to the moment he left

the country shows that his trust was placed somewhere.

What neither Charandas and the PPP leadership, Mr.

Jagdeo in particular, have been asked is whether there was co-

ordination between the AFC member and the PPP opposition. 

Did Jagdeo go into Parliament knowing fully well that his mo-

tion would find the support of Charandas specifically? And if

there was this coordination, what was the basis of it, and how

long ago was it planned?

This is a question that, for all his noble claims of good con-

science, the man has even in the midst of all his deliberate mis-

representation – refused to even address, much less deny.

It is quite evident Mr. Editor that Mr. Persaud is pathologically

mendacious and probably someday his conscience will force

him to give a full and proper account of this missing aspect of

his story.

Jermaine Figueira

APNU+AFC Member of Parliament.

      The People’s Progressive Party/Civic has never been more

a party shackled by autocratic leadership, a natural, interlinked

ally of democratic centralism than it is now. The fact that three

very senior party members were abused because they took

principled positions on matters such as rampant corruption, and

the internal dynamics of the party as it related to the manner of

choosing its presidential nominee, among other issues, speaks

to the party’s intolerance of internal dissent, and those who are

independent- minded. The latter attribute was sure to have been

mainly responsible for Anil Nandlall not being favoured by party

boss, Bharrat Jagdeo. It is now a matter of history that two of

those members walked away from the party, which they had

served for over 50 years, while the other was expelled.

    One must understand that the undemocratic nature of the

party should also be examined and found against the background

of the monolithic nature of the party’s support base, built exclu-

sively on the bedrock of racism, which traditionally has always

closed ranks without questioning/holding their party leaders

accountable on very serious issues, which would have been a

constant of the party’s former administration of governance during

the 23 years spent in office.

      The blind and unquestionable support of its mass base has

not been helpful in any way to understand that its entire ideol-

ogy of implicit adherence to party support line, disallowing any

opportunity of objectivity as it pertains to the manner of how it

conducts business, internally or externally, has continued to drive

it deeper into the dark pits of political ignorance. In fact, it is

beyond any semblance of rescue from such political darkness,

however long its base support continues its muted existence as

members, and given the nature of its current leadership – wholly

autocratic.

       It is a shame that its members would rather have expressed

their hurt and despair about their party’s affairs and how they

had performed in government in the safety of their homes, rather

than publicly within their respective communities and risk being

ostracised. Thus, of course, Ali is expressing a self-truth, and

one, which reflects the manner as to how his party behaves

politically. Certainly, he is aware that the manner of his choice

as his party’s nominee is entirely out of its tradition of rubber-

stamping, and he is a well- known product.

Aditya Panday

Ali is a rubber stamp product of his party
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(Continued from page......3) its rules along the way. From naming

its presidential candidate by the end of last year, such a deci-

sion would now be taken at the end of this month.

Some of the frontrunners from the point of view of the

watchers are Anil Nandlall, Gail Teixeira, Dr Frank Anthony,

Dr Vindhya Persaud and Irfaan Ali.

The sharp divisions in our country could affect Irfaan Ali

from being the presidential candidate and the PPP is aware of

this. That party is predominantly Hindu. The voters, therefore,

may not readily support a Muslim leader.

And indeed, there have not been too many Muslims in the

hierarchy of that party. But the word is that Jagdeo favours

Irfaan Ali. Whether he will push the members to tempt fate is

another matter.

On the side of the coalition, Minister Joseph Harmon has

already said that David Granger is the presidential candidate.

For stability sake, that may be a good thing, except some are

worried about Granger being fit and ready to campaign. The

announcement of President Granger as the leader of the party

slate essentially avoids a scramble to find a replacement.

Guyana is accustomed to charismatic leaders and I do not

see too many around. Granger is charismatic, as is Jagdeo.

However, Jagdeo is excluded from running. At least he could

be the king behind the throne in his party, because he has domi-

nated his party’s landscape. Whoever is his candidate would

be dictated to by him.

It was Finance Minister Winston Jordan who said that the

elections will be the mother of all elections. He is right. Come

what may, people would be asked to rally around whoever is

put up as leader. Of course, the race voting is high on the agenda.

I remember a PPP executive saying to me that if the People’s

National Congress were to put up a crab, the people would

vote for it. In the PPP camp, while that may be largely true, it

may not be so straightforward.

Dual citizenship and the National Assembly

By: Derrick Arjune

 Govt must investigate wrongdoing

Since the passage of the No-Confidence Vote in Parliament

last December, there have been many persons calling for elec-

tions to be held in 90 days. The Guyana Bar Association is

among this lot.

Slight attention is being given to allegations that the defining

vote may have been procured by a bribe. Even if a discerning

mind wanted to dismiss the allegations as conjecture and pro-

paganda, the surrounding facts demand otherwise.

 A few days before his tipping vote, Charrandas Persaud

during the 2019 budget debate, was extolling the accomplish-

ments of his colleagues and the coalition government.

He simultaneously condemned the vileness and incompetence

of the previous PPP/C administration. 

 He also during this period sold his car and wrote a farewell

letter to his son. Mr. Persaud also allegedly turned over his law

practice to another lawyer.

 After the vote, he was seen leaving Parliament with a lead-

ing member of the opposition and who had exulted in delight by

pumping his right fists after Charrandas said, “yes, yes, yes….”

to the Clerk’s call for his vote on the No-Confidence Motion.

Mr. Persaud then went to Ogle Airport where he boarded a

LIAT flight to Barbados. One wonders how many of the griev-

ing sugar workers, whose condition so pained him, could have

availed them-

selves of an overseas trip soon after leaving the rigours of an

ordinary day. Much more, to leave Guyana under a cloud of

suspicion about conduct that might have serious legal ramifica-

tions.

 His convenient use of privilege runs counter to his claimed

identification with the many workers and their families who were

allegedly victimized by the members of APNU+ AFC coalition

government, of which he was a recent part.

 Once in Canada, he made a video in which he asks scorn-

fully “even if I was paid was it wrong to support the no-confi-

dence vote… “ Looking at one of the several facts outlined

may lead to the conclusion that Persaud ‘s vote was an ordi-

nary and regular one.

 But when the facts are examined in their totality, you have

to conclude that his vote warrants a searching and forensic sec-

ond look. The far-reaching effects of his conduct on the fate of

a country and a region further justify an intensive evaluation of

his action.

Many are saying that the government should accept the out-

come of the No- Confidence vote. All that matters to them is

the outcome. The   process underlying the outcome is meaning-

less. There was a vote in the National Assembly counted and

tabulated by the Clerk. All consideration of this matter must

end there even if the result topples the duly elected government.

 The government is, however, duty bound to uphold the law.

It must, therefore, ensure that the result is bottomed on a strict

adherence to the applicable rules and procedures. If there is

credible evidence of chicanery or wrongdoing with Persaud’s

vote, it must investigate. It must do so, thoroughly and efficiently,

and bring this information to the appropriate authorities. 

 We are neither members of the PNCR, AFC, PPP/C or the

WPA as we seek to take the right course of action. We are all

Guyanese who must be beholden to the principles of fairness

and justice as we aspire to build a stable democracy.

 Our partisan affiliations, racial biases and religious prefer-

ence should not contaminate our collective effort to protect the

Constitution of Guyana. 

In the end, the country would be better positioned to serve

the diverse needs and expectations of its people. 

US Rep. Gregory Meeks issues statement

January 18, 2019 

Washington, D.C.- Congressman Gregory W. Meeks, se-

nior member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, issued the fol-

lowing statement:

“I continue to closely monitor the unfolding political situation in

Guyana, and affirm the bond that the United States and Guyana

share.  It is because of that bond that I urge continued talks.

“I want to see democracy prevail as it must in strong and

thriving democracies.

“Guyana, is one of our hemisphere’s most strategically im-

portant partners, and it stands at the brink of potentially trans-

formative economic development.  

“As an emerging economy, political stability is key to the

advancement of Guyana and the people of that great nation.”   

Press Release

____________________

MRHAD a new political entity
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    FACING THE FACTS      carlyle
 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2019: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

A new (Congressional) era...
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An era of (bitterly) divided Government arrived in the

United States of America on Thursday, January third, 2019,

when a Democratic Party majority took its seats in the 116th

(American) Congress.

It is the first time during Mr. Trump’s Presidency that Re-

publicans do not control both Chambers of Congress...This new

reality could cause ‘Post Election Stress Disorder’ for the Pow-

ers-that-Be.

‘For example, during negotiations to re-open the Govern-

ment, the White House sent senior Officials-headed by Vice-

President, Mike Pence to the bargaining-table, while the Demo-

cratic Side sent Aides,’ who could not make decisions.’

Californian Representative-78 year old Nancy Pelosi was

sworn in as House Speaker, regaining a role that she had

when Democrats last had the majority in 2011...She obtained

220 votes from among her Party’s Representatives...After be-

ing sworn in, Ms. Pelosi who will now preside over the country’s

purse-strings, pledged to look for common ground with her

Republican colleagues.

(Pelosi + a large volume of women who were elected in

2018, should go a long way towards reducing doubts that

America is not ready as yet to elect women to political Offices,

and as President of this country).

The Democratic Party’s House is heavily reflective of the

Nation’s Demographic make-up, as it is made up of scores of

Youth; Women; Blacks; Latinos; Asians; Muslims; American

Indians; and members of the LGBTQ community.

(a)  Please note that with Mr. Trump in the Oval Office,

and with a GOP-controlled Senate, the House’s passages are

likely to encounter hurdles: 

(b)  Please note that while it might appear to be a com-

paratively small number of tasks for the House to be pursuing

within the length and breadth of two years, it has to be borne in

mind that the Bills have to be drafted, tabled, debated, voted

upon, sent to the Senate for further tabling, debating, and if

adopted sent to the President for his assent.

Then, there is the statutory and regulatory holidays/breaks/

recesses that elected Officials tend to take; and

(c)  It appears that the processes towards a final Presiden-

tial-Nominee for both the Republican and Democratic Parties

could cause several disruptions and interruptions within the next

two years.

Among the principal (ambitious) tasks and agenda-items

that the Democratic elected-officials have opted to undertake

are...

* They will in charge of making and handing out (dollars)

appropriations...

* To look at the President’s (personal/family) financial deal-

ings and Income Tax Returns;

The Democrats have promised to introduce Laws to make

it compulsory that in the future, all Presidential-Candidates will

have to release at least ten years of Income Tax Returns.

* To strengthen Voting-Rights’ Laws- including a return to

the use of back up paper ballots, because it is believed that the

latter is more difficult to tamper with;

* To implement sensible and reasonable gun-law regula-

tions;

* To undertake public relations’ ventures in order to counter

the stoking of fears, divisiveness and polarization, which have

been intensified since 2016;

* To seek to resolve effervescing trade wars, which are

(reportedly) affecting America’s farmers and manufacturers;

* To stimulate Minimum wage increases, and equal pay

for equal work between men and women;

* To protect Special-Counsel, Robert Mueller’s probe;

* To hand over transcripts from persons who testified to

the House’s Investigative Committees to the Special-Investiga-

tor in order to look for commissions of perjury;

* To pursue Immigration-Reform, including…

Taking care of DACA residents who had no choice in be-

ing brought and raised in this country;

* Because of recent upheavals over Asylum regulations-to

initiate amendments to asylum Laws;

* To stage New and Rehabilitative infrastructure work;

* To institutionalize OBAMACARE, and make it more

user-friendly; and

* To review ethical reforms to govern elected Officials...

I ought to point out that in addition to the tasks listed above;

the (Democratic-Party) led House will have to carry out their

oversight and guardrail functions.

OBSERVATION:- After absorbing ridicule from the White

House about publishing fake-news; Media-Houses now ap-

pear to be fighting back and retaliating by identifying and publi-

cizing mis-statements of facts by the President and some of his

colleagues.

In the final analysis, the Democratic House has pledged to

“deliver results for the American people, and opening up op-

portunities for them to uplift their lives”.... We look on.

********

This new Congress

will have to address

with appropriate awareness

the apparent societal mess

and accompanying distress.

That will be a major test

for Democratic-Party interests.

TASKS

The politics of justifying wrongs pose threats
to society and citizens’ well-being
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CSJADCSJADCSJADCSJADCSJAD stands with Govt. to bring

errant public officials to justice
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As the nation continues to navigate the No-Confidence

Motion and its likely consequences, one way or the other,

Speaker Dr. Barton Scotland, last Thursday in the National

Assembly, advised that he will not reverse his decision. This

means the germane issue as to whether the vote demonstrated

the House has no confidence in the Government still exists.

The Government has already signalled that the Court will

be asked to adjudicate on this issue. Acknowledgement of this

fact does not ignore the debates as to whether the court should

be asked to intervene or if it is better to accept the vote as is

and proceed to election.

The Judiciary is the custodian of our laws. Where differ-

ences of opinion and doubt exist on interpretation and applica-

tion of the law, the best avenue to have these resolved is in the

court. Rulings of the court create opportunities to strengthen

and deepen democracy through enforcement, new laws or

amendments.

Ours is a nation built on the Rule of Law and opportunities

like this should be embraced however conflicting the views,

because it aids the process of the society’s growth and devel-

opment.

Even as the nation awaits the decision of the Court, it can-

not be ignored the underlying anxiety amongst the people as to

what the future holds for them. This anxiety has to do with which

group(s) would likely hold offices (Executive and Legislative)

and is or are likely to deprive or ensure they too are beneficia-

ries of the nation’s patrimony.

The concern is real and does not discriminate. As such, it

cannot be ignored.

Addressing this anxiety requires putting systems in place

to assure every group, individual and legitimate institution, that

there is a place for them as citizens of this nation, and they are

entitled to their fair share of its patrimony.

There must be no sugarcoating of the fact that there exists

perception and acts in our history where some have felt left out,

were excluded or not allowed equal opportunity. This we must

address as a matter of urgency. The political space when it

comes to the management and decision-making processes of

the state can no longer be solely confined to the political parties

in government, be they Opposition or Executive.

The table of governing has to be broadened and length-

ened to include other stakeholders. It is the steadfast belief that

though there is the tendency to bemoan that ours is a winner-

take-all system, it allows for inclusion, not exclusion. However,

what is needed is the will to transform the society through politi-

cal actions and citizens’ agitation.

As we are preparing to go into another election, both of

the major political groupings, the PPP/C and APNU+AFC, are

talking about bringing others within their fold, constitutional re-

form, job opportunities, and so forth.

Promises like these have become common features in the

political hustings, only to be discarded, in whole or part, after

having gained the confidence of the people. But it is time we

move beyond the accepting of promises of what ought to be, to

demanding that they be made possible now.

Such demand and expectation are not unpatriotic, partisan

or unrealistic. In fact, they represent the highest form of patrio-

tism and citizenship, for ours is the responsibility to mould our

destiny, none other.

Last week we learnt of the content of a leaked email sent

by Raphael Trotman, Leader of the AFC, to the party’s mem-

bership. That email contained, among other things, his view that

it is time for transformative politics. For instance, he is report-

All of us must be assured inclusion and
benefit of the nation’s patrimony

edly quoted as saying, “I believe that the budget is the opportu-

nity for us to make some gains, and in the circumstances, pro-

pose that we use our presence at Cabinet, and outside of it, to

advance a new agenda. I propose further that we engage the

WPA (Working People’s Alliance) and even a few civil society

groups as needed” (KN, 3rd January 2019: ‘Trotman’s e-mail

shows AFC contemplated blackmailing the government’).

There is no desire to get into the minutiae of the email and

health of the partnership, save to say the quoted reference is

insightful, and presents an opportunity to open the door to mean-

ingful engagement with civil society, which is what the Guyana

Constitution at Article 13, the Principal Political Objective of

the State, requires of us as Guyanese.

Similar role for the trade union’s participation is expressed

in Article 149C. The National Budget, which sets out the

country’s yearly Economic Plan and the distribution of resources,

has over the years been solely the activity and decision-making

of the Executive, regardless of alternative opinion shared.

An inclusionary approach in determining distribution of re-

sources will respect the input of other stakeholders in shaping a

National Development Strategy, funding to make it possible,

and proper accountability to ensure its integrity.

The coming oil and gas sector and its likely impact on the

economy makes attention to this issue more pressing. Here, the

public can play meaningful role in the management and deci-

sion-making processes of the state, given the Budget impacts

the well-being of every citizen, group and institution.

Talks and promises of constitutional reform should impact

areas such as the Budget. Amendment could be made for the

Budget to be passed by at least two-thirds of all the Members

in the Assembly. This would cause the elected representatives

to recognise and appreciate the necessity for working together,

in the interest of the common good, to pass a budget. This would

necessitate some give-and-take.

T o account by the people within the respective regions for

failing to deliver.

As this nation seeks to hold true to our motto “One People,

One Nation, One Destiny”, a disservice is being done to the

citizenry, if it is accepted that this could be attainable without

ensuring due protection for the fundamental rights and freedoms

of every individual.

As a trade unionist it is very disturbing to bear witness to

or hear stories of these fundamentals being trampled on with

impunity daily. Constitutional and legal bodies such as the Hu-

man Rights Commission and the Trades Union Recognition

Board are yet to be established.

The non-establishment of the stated institutions constitute

the denial of the rights and freedoms of every individual. The

ones most likely to be adversely affected are the working class,

the ordinary man and woman, the masses. But it should be said

their dispossession threatens those favourably protected, for

discrimination anywhere threatens equality everywhere. In such

society, repression not only exists, the situation also allows for

violence, in various forms, to be perpetuated on the vulnerable,

and the seeking of resources through vigilance justice.

The foundation of every society is its people, and it mat-

ters much how they are being treated. No society can reach the

stage of equity in development when there is not equality in

treatment for all its  citizens. We must   See page..........8

By: Lincoln Lewis
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CSJAD condemns Violent Attacks against innocent civilians

 "Emancipate yourself from
mental slavery,"because"None but

ourselves can free our minds"

By: Dr. David Hinds

I he Black fear and PNC anger: It’s
bigger than Party and Race

Guyana is once again at the political crossroads. How many

times have we been here in the last seven decades? Is it that we

are incapable of moving beyond our limitations—the limitations

of post-plantationhood? From the high of May 2015, we have

in three years plunged to the brink again. Why is it that we keep

doing this to ourselves? And yes, we do it to ourselves, be-

cause the colonial masters have long departed.

Courtesy of a successful no-confidence motion in the Na-

tional Assembly, we are now in “no man’s land”—trying to fig-

ure out what to do. Many on one side of our dreaded ethno-

political divide have blamed one man—Charrandass Persaud—

for our dilemma. Those on the other side have predictably

blamed their competitors for the state of affairs. Still others like

this writer have tried to locate the developments in something

larger than the political actors—our elite political culture. Maybe

it’s a combination of all three factors.

After much anticipation, the Speaker of the House declined

to reverse his original ruling, thus throwing the matter to the

Judicial branch—the courts. But therein lies the problem. For

the PPP, the matter was settled on that eventful night of Decem-

ber 21, when one backbencher from the APNU+ AFC coali-

tion defected. But the governing coalition has invoked its right

to review—first in the legislature and now in the courts. There

are legal and constitutional justifications for both positions.

But, in the end, it is the politics which would determine the

outcome. The eventual ruling of the court would be rejected by

the losing side. As I hinted above, the very move to the court is

rejected by one side. So, there is a gathering storm—an ethno-

political storm. Already new narratives are being crafted that

would have long-term consequences for all Guyanese, includ-

ing the unborn.

Readers may ask where I am going with this. You see,

some of us have, maybe arrogantly, chosen to worry about the

country. All of the country—its present and its future. We be-

long to parties and partnerships, but our praxis goes beyond

the boundaries of those institutions. Our loyalties are to some-

thing larger than the political party. I hold tightly to that praxis

and often face the worse vilification for it. We try to get others

to see the breadth of our stances and to assure partners and

comrades that we are not necessarily oppositional.

For example, I have been told that my criticisms of the

tenure of the Coalition Government are hurting the Coalition

and Black People. Some PNC members have taken to

Facebook and other social media to express their anger at me—

the attacks have been grand and nasty. I was initially tempted to

quote from one of my favourite Martin Carter poems of resis-

tance—Letter 1—to respond to them. But I checked myself,

because in a real deep sense, I understand the origins of their

pain and anger, and sympathize with the limitations which the

political culture imposes on them.

Many of the criticisms of the government which I have been

voicing in public have been voiced by many of those PNC mem-

bers in private—some of them directly to me. Further, these

very criticisms are voiced openly by Black People every day—

many went further by using their boycott of the recent Local

Government Elections to express those criticisms.

But I understand that it has now sunk in that the risk of

losing the government permanently is real. So, it is only human

that they have shelved their criticisms and are reaching for un-

conditional solidarity. And the fact that I don’t appear to be

doing so angers some of them—so they “lash you in you head

and done the story.”

I understand that if you are a PNC member, the thought of

losing the government hits home at two levels—at the personal-

party level and at the ethno-racial level. If you are African

Guyanese, you are responding to the historical mistrust of In-

dian Guyanese leaders and the clear and present danger of

Jagdeoism.

Yes, I get all of that—I feel it. I understand that some PNC

people grudgingly admit in private that some Black People lis-

ten to some of us non-PNC people. Hence, they would not

want us to criticize the Coalition in public—I get that too. I

understand that if you are African Guyanese and you think about

the coming oil-wealth in the absence of Black representatives

in government, you are tempted to go down the road with even

a discredited Black leadership—Lord knows, I get it.

But there is a but. As I said above, my praxis does not

confine me to the party and the race. I understand the Black

Solidarity argument, but I can’t move that way in the face of the

recent past and the gathering storm. I have to let Black People

know the truth about our “missteps”, to quote the government.

The aim is not to embarrass the leaders, but to pressure them to

make a qualitative turn in the right direction.

Just as African Guyanese have fears, so do Indian and

Amerindian Guyanese. Indian Guyanese, especially, have deep

fears of any government that includes the PNC. I get that. And

I know that for the Coalition to win the next election, it needs

some Indian Guyanese votes. And I want to assure those In-

dian Guyanese who are not automatically inclined to the PPP

that there are some African Guyanese who should not be feared,

who can be trusted to call out our government if it goes down

the wrong road.

And there are some African Guyanese, especially the youth

who are so alienated from us that they are likely to vote PPP or

any new party or simply don’t vote at all. I don’t see how we

can convince them to vote for us with a message of “fear the

PPP.” They are less likely than other demographics to be swayed

by that alone. Maybe I am too arrogant to think that I can help

to sway them. But I am trying.

So, while others are busy moping and cussing me out, I

have begun what I see as an independent campaign to try to

win back our original coalition. My campaign is grounded in

truth, independence and self-criticism. It’s a campaign that es-

chews “follow the leader”, “solidarity at all cost” and fear-mon-

gering. I am not trafficking in “fear the PPP”—that will not put

food on the table, provide jobs and contracts, and close the

gap between the rich and the poor.

(Continued from page.....7) move now, even as we await the

Court’s decision and an election, to fix the anomalies in the sys-

tem by the establishment, amendment and enforcement of

laws.he ten Regional Democratic Councils, for instance, are not

controlled primarily by the party or group that forms the Execu-

tive. So, if Members of the House, bolstered by the input of

stakeholders in society, have to sit and negotiate the disburse-

ment of funding to each region, they will seek to ensure there is

some measure of equity, because they will be held the PPP”—

that will not put food on the table, provide jobs and contracts,

and close the gap between the rich and the poor.

All of us must be assured inclusion and
benefit of the nation’s patrimony
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The US and some EU countries have backed Juan

Guaido as Venezuela&#39;s acting president while Russia

and China support President Nicolas Maduro (AFP Photo/

Yuri CORTEZ)

Caracas (AFP) - World powers are taking sides in the

struggle between the rivals to lead Venezuela, which has

ranged some Western nations against Russia, China and oth-

ers.

Inside the country, opposition figurehead Juan Guaido,

35, is vying to lure military commanders to switch their alle-

giance to him away from President Nicolas Maduro, 56.

Here is a summary of whom key players are backing,

after Guaido declared himself acting president on January

23 in defiance of the leftist Maduro.

- Pro-Maduro -

- Military: Maduro through his allies controls most of

Venezuela’s main state institutions — most importantly the

military.

Senior officers have reaffirmed support for him, though

there have been signs of wavering. A senior air force general

recognized Guaido as president on February 2.

- China: Venezuela’s biggest creditor, with some $20

billion dollars owed, says it opposes “external interference”

by those who have recognized Guaido as leader.

- Russia: Venezuela’s number two creditor also backs it

militarily: In December, Moscow sent two bombers and some

100 officers to Caracas for joint exercises. President Vladimir

Putin has also accused the US and its allies of “interference”.

- Other allies: Bolivia, Cuba, Iran, North Korea, and

Turkey continue to back Maduro as leader.

- Pro-Guaido -

- United States: US President Donald Trump quickly

recognized Guaido after he proclaimed himself acting presi-

dent. Trump said on Sunday that the US army’s intervention

in Venezuela was “an option”.

- Central and South America: Argentina, Brazil, Chile,

Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama,

Paraguay and Peru followed, as did the head of the Organi-

zation of American States, Uruguayan Luis Almagro.

- European powers: Austria, Britain, Czech Republic,

Denmark, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Latvia,

Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal,

Spain and Sweden recognized Guaido on Monday. The Eu-

ropean Parliament has called on all EU countries to do so.

- Australia, Canada and Israel are among other coun-

tries to recognize him.

- Pro-elections, dialogue -

- Uruguay and Mexico have not recognized Guaido, both

taking a neutral position in calling for a negotiated solution to

the crisis. They have called for a conference of countries

and organisations that have taken a “neutral position” for

February 7.

- Italy does not recognize the result of Venezuela’s presi-

dential election last May, which Maduro won, and wants

new elections as soon as possible, Italy’s foreign minister

told AFP on Monday.

- Belgium’s deputy prime minister Didier Reynders said

it supported Guaido’s “mission to organize free and trans-

parent elections”, but stopped short of endorsing him as acting

president.

- Norway’s Foreign Minister Ine Eriksen Soreide said

the country does not recognize Guaido as acting president

and called for fresh elections.

- Greece’s left-wing government declined to join other

EU states in overtly backing Guaido and called for dialogue

to resolve the crisis.

- United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres

said he was available to facilitate negotiations between the

rival sides in Venezuela.
_____________________

       They say in life, you must forgive, forget and move on. I

don’t know who coined that saying, but everything has context,

and it must have been said in a context that does not have uni-

versal applicability.

       How can you forgive and forget when your country’s fu-

ture is at stake? In specific, situational dramas, you can forgive

and forget what was done to you. But can you forgive and for-

get actors whose irredeemable features can hurt your fellow

citizens and the country in general?

       Let me be pellucid, unambiguous and iridescent; I do not

think a Granger presidency under an APNC+AFC government

will deny my daughter employment when she returns from gradu-

ate studies. I cannot see those in the present government say-

ing; “don’t employ Freddie’s daughter.”

       I fear for my daughter’s employment prospects and I fear

for my life if the PPP returns. The leadership of that party is

recidivist, insensitive, narcissist, and undemocratically sadistic.

A majority PPP government with wild hegemony will not em-

ploy Freddie Kissoon’s daughter. This is my genuine belief.

I only trust Anil Nandlall not to react personally to my activism

if he is president. Other leaders are vindictive tyrants. The PPP

had an obsession with me. They tried to kill me. They victim-

ized my family. Burnham was too decent to drag the family of

an anti-government activist into his oppressive net.

       What kind of monsters were/are the PPP leaders? They

hounded my wife out of her job. They posted fake pictures of

an explicit nature on social media of my daughter. This young

girl who never said or did anything against the PPP leadership

did not deserve that smear campaign. These people when they

were doing so were parents of young daughters. What kind of

beasts are PPP leaders?

       The lowest point in Guyana’s evolution of democracy was

during the reign of Jagdeo and Ramotar. These men’s authori-

tarian instincts were unleashed on me. Why should I forgive

and forget? Tell me why I should. And when should I start? If

President Burnham knew that my UG contract had five months

before expiration, I know what he would have said. I knew

how Burnham’s temperament worked.

       Burnham would have told his subordinates not to worry

with him (Kissoon); he has five more months to perform. My

UG contract was terminated one month after Donald Ramotar

was sworn in as president in November 2011; it had a mere

five more months.

       The same Ramotar never showed an ounce of concern

after his son struck down my nephew. Ramotar and his son

never made contact with the injured man. Not satisfied with

breaking up an academic conference during the presentation of

my paper, President Jagdeo sued me for libel based on the con-

tents of that very paper. The case is now into its eighth year.

Twice I was attacked and almost lost my life on both occa-

sions. One of the men convicted and sent to jail is out on bail.

       He is seen everywhere with Jagdeo since the no-confi-

dence vote. When he got bail from the Full Court, my friends

told me that some PPP leaders were rejoicing on their Facebook

page. The main witness to the second attack   See page..........13

PPP leaders shouldn’t rule again
 By: Freddie Kissoon
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Venezuela’s Crisis Spreads

Practising Deceptive Politics
It seems that winning elections and gaining power is the

only interest of the leaders of the PPP, but it appears that they

do not understand that it is likely that they would not gain a

plurality or a majority of the votes due to public sentiments. 

The PPP combination of old–fangled strategies of ob-

structionism, misguided bluster, propaganda, dishonesty, politi-

cal deflection, spitefulness and scorched-earth politics could

indeed cost them the elections.

There is undeniable evidence that the opposition leader

Bharat Jagdeo and others at Freedom House have become fix-

ated on rulership for their own interest and not those of the

people. In fact, they have been known not to put the country

and the citizenry first.

On December 21, 2018, the nation was presented with

evidence of the PPP obsession with power when the no-confi-

dence motion was passed in Parliament. The PPP leader’s brand

of politics in these enlightened could further erode its image as a

party.

The PPP, especially its leader, Bharat Jagdeo seems to

have a major credibility problem with many of his own execu-

tives over the proceedings with the election of its presidential

candidate, which was anything but free or fair.

It had all the markings of Jagdeo’s heavy-handed style

of leadership. As a result, a growing roster of rank and file mem-

bers has not only condemned the election process but they have

also viewed it as not respecting the minimal democratic prin-

ciples and standards. Many have threatened to stay away from

the polls on Election Day.

Despite incontestable evidence that elections cannot be

held in 90 days as pronounced by the Constitution due to the

fact that Guyana Election Commission (GECOM) not being

ready, the opposition leader has accused the government of

refusing to abide by the constitution.

He has castigated President Granger who has reaffirmed

the government‘s commitment to abide and respect by the con-

stitution. Irrespective of race or party affiliation, every right-

thinking Guyanese should rebuke the opposition leader.

No one, except those in the PPP should be happy with

the manner in which the opposition leader continues to chastise

the President who is fighting a deadly disease. For the PPP,

gaining power is far more important than humanity.

Many supporters of the PPP believe that the memory

of the party founding Leader, Dr. Cheddi Jagan whom they

claimed was a good and decent man, is being trampled upon by

Mr. Jagdeo whose hunger for power has taken precedence over

the development of the country and the lives of the masses.

Many have opined that Presidential Candidate Irfaan

Ali’s declaration that he would create 50,000 jobs, if elected

the President of Guyana is nothing but hogwash.

One of the most famous sayings attributed to Abraham

Lincoln is about political deception…He said: “You can fool all

the people some of the time and some of the people all the time,

but you cannot fool all the people all the time.”

While in power, the PPP was    See page.....................12

     The citizens of Venezuela have become pawns in a global

power. The tense standoff in Venezuela between Nicolás Maduro

and Juan Guaidó has morphed into something far larger than a

contest for power between a failed leader still supported by

parts of the army and die-hard leftists, and a young legislator

propelled to the front by popular demonstrations.

      In part because of the Trump administration’s all-in support

for regime change, the crisis has become a dangerous global

power struggle. That’s the last thing Venezuelans need.

     There is no question that President Maduro must go, the

sooner the better. Heir to the socialist rule of Hugo Chávez, he

has led his oil-rich country into utter ruin. Its currency is useless,

basic foods and medicines have disappeared and more than

three million people have fled, fomenting refugee crises in Co-

lombia, Brazil and Ecuador.

      The only solution is an interim government under Mr. Guaidó,

who as the head of the National Assembly has a legitimate claim

to the presidency under the Venezuelan Constitution. It would

lead to new presidential elections and a flood of emergency aid.

      Pope Francis said Tuesday that he was willing to help me-

diate an end to the conflict if both sides agreed. He said he had

received a plea from Mr. Maduro to help start a new dialogue.

      “There needs to be the will of both parts,” Francis said. He

suggested beginning with small concessions from both sides,

working toward a more formal negotiation.

     In hopes of a peaceful resolution, many democratic govern-

ments have thrown their support behind Mr. Guaidó.

       Twelve Latin American countries, the Organization of Ameri-

can States, Canada and more than a dozen members of the

European Union have so far crowded into Mr. Guaidó’s corner

alongside the United States, recognizing him as the interim presi-

dent.

      Mr. Maduro’s primary backers are Russia, China, Iran, Cuba

and Turkey.

     These are not entirely alliances of the like-minded. As in any

geopolitical struggle, disparate interests are at play, and many

include a suspicion or fear of President Trump’s motives and

potential means.

    For the hard-core conservatives in the Trump administra-

tion, Mr. Maduro is the failed standard-bearer of the scourge

of socialism in Latin America and the beachhead for Russian,

Cuban and Chinese influence. Mr. Trump has repeatedly re-

fused to rule out a military option.

     But it is not all about Trump. Venezuela’s problem is more

than people being opposed to the Maduro administration. It is

about pressure largely from outside the country. Maduro’s pre-

decessor, Hugo Chavez, was strong. He was also well-loved

by his people to the extent that the country voted for Chavez to

enjoy an extended presidency. Had he not died he would not

have been in the predicament that Maduro    has found himself.

       It is not that the United States was not seeking to topple

the Chavez Government. It is not that the United States was not

prepared to blacklist Venezuela. But such actions would not

have gained traction in the country.

       Maduro does not enjoy such a popular support. In fact,

the people opposed to him in their numbers are actually reach-

ing out to the United States and its allies.

        Sadly, Maduro has distanced himself from so many of his

neighbours that his could be a case of Grenada which came

under attack because its neighbours supported the invaders.

Many countries in the Organization of American States of which

Venezuela is a member would not be opposed to see Venezuela

invaded.

       But what happens in Venezuela is affecting all its neighbours,

some more affluent that others. Guyana is one of the lesser af-

fluent ones and it is affected, if only because of the migration of

Venezuelans. (With extracts from New York Times)
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Plan for transformation derived
from oil and gas sector

DPI- Guyana, February 2019:- The Department of Energy

of the Ministry of the Presidency held its fourth Oil and Gas

Forum today, targeting Region Four regional councillors, stu-

dents and other stakeholders.

Opening the event held at the at the Region Four Regional

Office at Triumph, East Coast Demerara, was Head of the De-

partment of Energy Dr. Mark Bynoe. In his presentation, he

urged the participants to plan their careers not only for the oil

and gas sector, but the transformation that will be derived from

the emerging sector.

Dr. Bynoe explained that direct benefits will accrue to

Guyana from four main areas; royalty, withholding taxes, prof-

its, and job creations. While indirect benefits will be reflected in

an increase in investors, confidence in the local economy, rais-

ing of standards and security levels, improved physical and so-

cial infrastructure, and improved economy activities.

According to DOE Head, under the current production

sharing agreement between Guyana and ExxonMobil, two per

cent royalty comes to Guyana; and there is the ‘profit share’,

where anything above five per cent of the recoverable cost, is

then split between Guyana and the operator.

Dr. Bynoe said that one of the positive effects that indirect

benefits will bring, is improved physical and social infrastructure

because in time there will be increased tourism arrivals as such

airport facilities will have to be improved, taxi drivers will have

to upgrade their standards and the general infrastructure in terms

of telecommunications and electricity will have to improve. All

of these developments he said, will require skilled technical per-

sons, and therefore, there will be a need for more engineers,

contractors among others.

On the subject of jobs,

Dr. Bynoe said “those of us

who are involved agriculture,

you don’t have to change,

those of us who are involved

in laundromats, and you don’t

have to change. What you

have to do, however, is ensure your facilities that are service

providers meet the required standards… even within the health

sector, it is important that we focus on what is to come… so,

upgrade your skills and prepare yourself.”

Regional Vice Chairperson, Earl Lambert urged the stu-

dents to consider career paths that will include oil and gas and

those direct and indirect benefits that will result from it. He added

that such an event is important for the regional administration as

Guyana is preparing for first oil in 2020.

Technical, Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Of-

ficer, David Glasgow highlighted of some of the training oppor-

tunities that exist as it relates to skills preparedness for Guyana’s

development. He highlighted that there are a number of training

providers that are overlooked, such as the Government Techni-

cal Institute (GTI), which can serve as a foundation training in-

stitution for many of the technical areas that will be needed.

Participants asked questions and made suggestions. Also,

present at the event was Advisor to the Department of Energy,

Matthew Wilks. He also recommended that persons should not

focus on career paths that are directly linked to oil and gas but

look at areas that will be able to provide some service to the

industry such as accounts, mechanical engineering, masonry,

plumbing, information technology among other skills.

    As the Court of Appeal prepares to hear applications by

Attorney General (AG) Basil Williams for orders to stay the

effects Chief Justice Roxane George-Wiltshire’s judgments on

the validity of the no-confidence vote against government and

to keep the president, the Cabinet and government, former

Attorney General Anil Nandlall yesterday said it should be fo-

cused on disposing of the substantive appeals.

     “We are hoping that at the hearing of that matter [the appli-

cations for the stay and conservatory orders] that we will be

able to persuade the court that it is more convenient to hear the

appeals,” Nandlall said yesterday, after the hearing of the ap-

plications was set for Wednesday.

     “Why would you want to dilate and delay in hearing those

interlocutory matters when in fact we can hear and determine

the appeals in their entirety and bring a quick resolution in the

matter, at least in this court, so that if anyone is aggrieved they

are free to go to the Caribbean Court of Justice?” he ques-

tioned…..
________________________

 (Continued from page.....2) decision is given to the lawyers some-

time next week.

     “Right now there is a valid decision of the court which says

the government has fallen and elections have to be held within

90 days,” Jagdeo said.

     GECOM’s Chief Elections Officer Keith Lowenfield is next

week Tuesday expected to inform the Commission what are

the short, medium and long timeframes for holding general elec-

tions. The government and its three nominated elections com-

missioners have been arguing in favour of house-to-house reg-

istration because the list of about 500,000 names is bloated

when one considers the total population of about 745,000.

     Jagdeo accused the government and sections of GECOM

of calling for house-to-house registration which could take six

months to a year as a means of delaying the elections.

    He is not in favour of his envoy Gail Teixeira and her

government’s counterpart Amna Ally meeting again with

GECOM to determine its readiness because it was now time

for the Elections Commission to exercise its mandate.

     Meanwhile, Jagdeo cautioned that Cabinet was meeting il-

legally since December 21, 2019 and the High Court “ruling

effectively invalidates all decisions and meetings”.

     The High Court found that the no-confidence motion was

validly passed by an absolute majority of 33 to 32, and that the

House proceedings on December 21, 2019 were valid in spite

of then government lawmaker, Charrandas Persaud, a dual citi-

zen legislator which is unconstitutional, voting for the motion.

PPP threatens court action

By: Staff Writer
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         are doomed to repeat it.”         are doomed to repeat it.”         are doomed to repeat it.”         are doomed to repeat it.”         are doomed to repeat it.”

   Edmund Burke

Appellate court to hear re-
quests for stay of judgment

-Nandlall urges focus on appeals
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Dr. Mark Bynoe



Political parties should reflect
Guyana’s makeup

By: GHK Lall
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Leaders of MRHAD

     The no-confidence vote unleashed racial, political, and so-

cial forces aggregated and pent-up beneath Guyana’s exterior.

A Pandora’s Box of brimstone and lightning immediately pum-

meled an already rickety, sickly society. Whirlwinds of words,

seismic postural upheavals, and the traditional sulfuric spewing

in one continuous eruption of molten passion released reflex-

ively and unceasingly. The past three weeks have been mentally

agitating, verbally scorching, and viscerally loosening. It is the

real Guyana.

     The greatest concentration of public (most likely private,

too) postures were: government abdication and submission; par-

liamentary abstention and cessation; and election initiation and

conclusion. The basis for all of this is the much scorned, much

pilloried local constitution. It is all that is there: this document

upon which many feet have been wiped in the decades of its

ramshackle existence. It has been a compendium dishonored

by egregious breaches and deformed by one spurious interpre-

tation after another. Unsurprisingly, its sorry sordid life has been

conveniently extended by each grasping self-centered political

group. This same flaky scroll forms the basis for all the outcry,

some no doubt principled, and not altogether unreasonable. After

all, it is all that Guyana has on which to lean in a time of balloon-

ing crisis. There is nothing else. In and of itself, this represents

the catastrophic immersed in the tragic; the unreliable in a time

of the unbelievable. It has become a dirge of uninterrupted na-

tional mourning.

     So let it be stipulated that all that has been furiously advo-

cated occur: government stops, parliament ceases, and election

begins and ends. Everybody should be content; democracy at

work. Form and motion in action and something delivered. And

then where is Guyana? This anemic brutalized society: where is

it then? In a nutshell, it is at the merry-go-round, seesaw, and

the 360 of either: is we turn still. Or is we turn again. It is neither

intricate nor sophisticated, but this is the reduction ad absur-

dum of political and electoral visions, anticipations, results, and

realities in this country. The substance of any change or differ-

ence at the heart is that the political deejays-loudmouthed,

emptyheaded, shortsighted and tone-deaf-are rotated. The

music is still the same: with the gyrating and celebrating by win-

ners; and the embittering and undermining by losers. All that

happens is that the carousel completes its familiar circle; and

the record is flipped from side A to side B. It is the old ca-

cophonous disharmonies, the same unswerving racial detesta-

tions and dissociation, and the regular social, environmental,

and national sitting on hands, dragging of feet, and collapsing of

mind and spirit. Time wasted; energy dissipated; confidence

misplaced, misused, mangled. Grievously.

     Historically, all election roads and conclusions have led to

here. The old song (a real funeral symphony) long with com-

posers, conductors, and songsters must all be buried and en-

tombed (at sea), if this country is to get anywhere. A clean

sweep, a cleaner break. To ensure no return, there should be

cremation first. Why and how? Because race has disfigured,

damaged, and devastated Guyana as a nation, as a sanctuary,

as a viable cohesive entity. The how is radical, perhaps revolu-

tionary, arguably inconceivable, if not dead on arrival.

     I had proposed 2-term limits for political parties, which was

not well-received. Today, I go further and advocate that true

constitutional reform (given racial impasse and racial dogged-

ness) should incorporate provisions for the mandatory compo-

sition of any and all political parties contesting elections to mir-

ror the demographics of this land; and as certified by the Statis-

tical Bureau and Gecom, and confirmed by reputable civil soci-

ety. If there can be leadership monopoly and immunity, why not

something resembling this?

     The thought is that this would drive a sledgehammer on the

cracked anvil of race-based parties, race-based politicians, and

race-based elections. When I first mentioned this to someone

the response was, “you just took away the trump card.” That is

the objective. The electorate would be compelled to analyze

and to decide on an issue-driven basis: economy, jobs,

healthcare, security, governance, oil, and so forth. Instead of

depending on politicians to be responsible and committed to

inclusion and servanthood, the Guyanese people can carve out

its own unimpeachable contribution to the governance process

with a constructive exercise of the franchise that really matters.

       Finally. All leaders should be answerable and accountable

to the people at all times.

     Of course, the Guyanese electorate would be forced to break

away from the easy, the reflexive, and the retarding. It would

have to be serious and mature; committed enough and con-

cerned enough to desire real change, real voice, and a real des-

tiny. The problem is who in Guyana would subscribe to this?

(Continued from page.....10) evidently against everything that would

have advanced the interests of the people. It did not fulfill many

of its promises, gave scanty increases to old-age pensioners

and civil/public servants, ostracized a certain section of the popu-

lation and used state funds to enrich themselves, relatives and

friends of the party.

       Yet some elements in the PPP, including trade union lead-

ers whose umbilical cords are planted at Freedom House, have

belittled business about low wages and comparing them to sla-

very, which means that they have ignored their obligations to

civil/public servants. It is deceptive politics being practised.

Practising Deceptive Politics

        In recent weeks Leaders of MRHAD made several cour-

tesy visits to Guyanese and American public officials. The first

meeting was with Guyana’s Ambassador to the U.S, Dr. Riyad

Insanally in Washington DC. A delegation also met with Bar-

bara Atherly, Guyana’s Consul General to NY, aides to Rep.

Gregory W. Meeks and Mayor James Jajuga of Methuen, MA.

        During each visit leaders of MRHAD discussed matters

relevant to the new political organization as well as pertinent

issues that currently occupy the time of government officials.

        As Guyanese prepare for national elections sometime this

year or later we must take heed and elect politicians who can

create an environment for citizens to amass wealth rather than

      having leaders

guide us down

the road to pro-

longed social

decline, politi-

cal obscurity

and economic

paralysis. We

definitely need

bold/visionary

leaders to unite

the races and

resolve those

vexing prob-

lems that still

plague our dear

Guyana.
L to R: Chris Persad, David Correia, Alami Binani and Tony Jones

Below L-R:Chris, David, Penny, Alami and Tony Jones

_____________________
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
emphasize that Suicide
cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a

collaborative and
broader approach...

THE ABSENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAKES CLAIMS OF DEMOCRACY IN GUYANA A BIG GIMMICK

NOTHING LESS WILL SUFFICE UNTIL THERE IS A REVOLUTION OF VALUES
 AND A MORE RADICAL RELOCATING OF POWER TO THE DISPOSSESSED

A Crisis of
Child Abuse in

Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd 2019

The Consulate General of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana,

Toronto: Reception in celebration of Guyana’s 49th Republic

Anniversary. From: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. At 505 Consumers

Road, Willowdale, Ont. Info. 416-494-6040.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24th

Annual Guyana Day Interfaith Service- 49th Anniversary of Re-

public of Guyana. Guest preacher Rev’d Kathleen Harte. From

4:00 p.m. at St. Agnes & St. Paul’s Episcopal (Anglican) Church-

206 Renshaw Ave., East Orange, NJ Info.973-678-6716.

SATURDAY, MARCH 9th

Movement for Racial Harmony and Democracy: The Official

Launch takes place at: New Life Center for Truth- 2400 Snyder

Ave., Bklyn., NY. Guest speaker Mayor Kwasi Fraser, Mayor of

Purcellville, VA. For info. Call Alami at 646-853-1736 or Penny

at tel. # 646-894-4237 or  Tony: 978-382-9459 (text/tel)

SUNDAY, MARCH 10th

Playmas Montreal Cultural Association: A Taste of Tea...And

Fashion 2019. At: Cote-St-Luc Aquatic and Community Centre-

5794 Parkhaven, Cote-Saint-Luc, Quebec. From: 2pm to 6pm.

Price: $30. For info. Call: 514-620-6612 or 514-747-7271.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16th

Linden Fund- USA: Annual Spring Dance. At: Woodbine Social

Club - 2281 Church Ave., Bklyn. NY. From: 10 pm to 4 am.

Price: $30. Music by Dj Flexx Dj Supreme. Info. 917-214-9444.

SATURDAY, APRIL 6th

Toronto Kaiteur Lions Club: 27th Anniversary Ball. At: Peter &

Paul Banquet Hall, Milner Ave. Cost: $60. Info. 905-430-3314.

(Continued from page...9) died mysteriously. The GRA under

Jagdeo/Ramotar was used to target me; a poor church mouse.

       Two years ago, I met the guy they ordered to victimize me;

then GRA head, Khurshid Sattaur. He held on to the passenger

door of my car and said to me, “Freddie, I was instructed to go

after you, I had nothing against you.” Juan Edghill asked Justice

Insanally to commit me to prison for contempt of court over my

criticism of his nasty politics. I spent three days and nights in a

Brickdam station cell for two traffic offences that do not carry

more than $5000 fine.

         I created history in journalism when the PPP was in power.

For five consecutive years, the Chronicle published a yearly

output of about two hundred missives on me in its letter pages.

I could go on.

      I will affirm that I cannot forgive or forget. The ruthless

leadership of the PPP that tried to ruin me, my family and my

country, want to be reelected to govern Guyana once more. If

and when that happens, Guyana will die.

      Where is the soul of the human that would willingly put these

people back in power? I dearly would like to see a multi-party

government. Because of the ethnic reality, the PPP will have to

be part of it. But the PPP by itself should never govern Guyana

again. I hope it never does.

PPP leaders shouldn’t rule again

CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD Joins Guyanese everywhere in
celebrating Mashramani 2019


