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The third off er-
ing from the Queens 
Book Fair and 
Literary Festival Inc. 
proved to be his-
toric. It was held in 
partnership with the 
Offi  ce of Adult and 
Continuing Educa-
tion in Queens, New 
York. The event was 
billed as ‘Women as 
Change-makers.’ It 
was the fi rst time that 
the community was 
privileged to listen to 
the stories of a num-
ber of distinguished 
women. They were 
exciting, instructive, 
and inspirational.

The speakers 
were preceded by 
presentations from 
the children. The 
children were im-
pressive and kept the 
audience spellbound 
as they delivered 
speeches, read poetry 
and danced. Ariana 
Narine began the pro-
ceedings by singing 
the National Anthem.

Uma Gayadin 
spoke about the 
struggles and con-
tributions of women 
worldwide. Pretima 
Persaud discussed the 
life of her role model 
Justice Sotomayor 
while Ambika Chan-
dra reminded the au-
dience about the role 
of Harriet Tubman 
and the Underground 
Railroad.

Amelia Persaud 
was loudly applaud-
ed when she recited 
Maya Angelou’s 
poem ‘Still I Rise’ 
from memory. Naya-
na Chetram was giv-
en a standing ovation 
as she spoke, with-
out notes, about the 
relevance of Martin 
Luther King, Ma-
hatma Gandhi, and 
others, to the peace 
movement.

Anaya Lee Willa-
bus is only twelve 
years old but she has 
already published 
four books. Anaya 
read excerpts from 
one of her books and 
it was well received 
by the audience. It 

The distinguished la-
dies on the panel spoke 
of their work, and ex-
perience, and it was fas-
cinating to hear about 
their experiences. Dr. 
Vonna Drayton from 
Booz Allen Hamilton, 
in Maryland, is a schol-
ar in her own right. She 
spoke about her work 
in Jamaica, West Indies, 

where she is helping 
to bring medical relief 
there.

Dr. Vonna Drayton 
is the wife of the late 
Dr. Harold Dray-
ton who was one of 
the founders of the 
University of Guyana. 
He has published ‘An 
Accidental Life’ that 
chronicles his expe-

riences as an interna-
tional scholar.

Dr. Kamini Doo-
bay is a dynamo. She 
spoke of her struggles 
as a medical student 
and her eff orts to 
dismantle racism in 
the medical profes-
sion in New York, and 
beyond. Ms. Sabrina 
Fleming changes lives 

was time for the cultur-
al presentation and Am-
bika Persaud thrilled all 
with a beautiful kathak 
dance. Thanks to her 
teacher Anil Kumar and 
her mom Annie Per-
saud. 

Professor Lomarsh 
Roopnarine spoke 

about the various 
theoretical models 
on immigration and 
the Queens Book 
Fair launched his 
award-winning book 
‘The Indian Carib-
bean.’ This is a must 
read for scholars on 
the subject and will 
be discussed at a later 
date.

on a daily basis. She 
is Principal of the 
Adult and Continuing 
Education Program in 
Queens, New York, 
and she and her staff  
have made it possi-
ble for hundreds of 
students to pass their 
GED and articulate to 
college.

Ms. Shanti Am-

mar of Remax 2000 is 
a popular fi gure in the 
community. She spoke 
of her start as a real 
estate broker and her 
rise as a philanthropist. 
Shanti is well respected 
and is known to help 
many charitable causes.

Professor Sharon 
Lall-Ramnarine rose 
from humble begin-

nings to occupy a top 
position in the CUNY 
system. She is currently 
a professor of Chemis-
try at Queensborough 
Community College. 
Her presentation was 
well received by the 
audience. Tafazool 
Baksh traveled from 
New Jersey to provide 
musical entertainment 

while Rohan Narine 
was a busybody that 
gave all-round help. 
Aminta Kilawan-Na-
rine designed a magnif-
icent fl yer that caught 
the eye. We thank them, 
as well as the staff  at 
the Queens Library, 
Hillside Branch.

The proceedings 
came to an end as 

Andrea Ogle, a 
distinguished attor-
ney, gave the vote of 
thanks. The next of-
fering of the Queens 
Book Fair Inc. will 
be on Saturday, 
March 23, 2019 at 
the Queens Library, 
when we celebrate 
Women’s History 
Month. 

Queens Book Fair Hosts Historic Program on Women as Change-makers!
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

A section of the diverse audience that attended the historic ‘Women as Change-makers’ program, sponsored by Queens Book Fair From left, Dr. Vonna Drayton, Dr. Dhanpaul Narine, and Ms. Sabrina Fleming
Professor Lomarsh Roopnarine with Dr. Dhanpaul Narine. Professor
Roopnarine’s ‘The Indian Caribbean’ was launched at the Book Fair.

Dr. Kamini Doobay, Ms. Sabrina Fleming, Dr. Vonna Drayton, Anaya Willabus, Professor Lomarsh Roopnarine, Dr. Dhanpaul 
Narine, Professor Sharon Lall-Ramnarine and Ms. Shanti Ammar participated in the program

Dr. Monica Sanchez with Rohan Narine and Anjali Paray

Uma Gayadin spoke about the importance of women’s contribution 
worldwide.

Ariana Narine began the program by singing the National 
Anthem.Nayana Chetram (standing at center) had the audience spellbound as she spoke about women as peacemakers and agents of change

Ambia Begum with Ambika Persaud (thanks to Ambia for the pictures) Ambika Persaud (extreme right) with some of the dedicated  parents in the community.
Anaya Willabus is only 12 years old and she has already published four 
books

Amelia Persaud (left) recited Maya Angelou’s ‘Still I Rise’ from memory, to the delight of the 
audience  


