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COMMUNITY
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof the WeekPROFILE

Anaya Lee Willabus
She published her fi rst book when she was only eight years 

old. It created history as Anaya Willabus became the fi rst 
child in the United States to write and publish a chapter book 
at that age. She has published four books to date. They are 
‘The Day Mohan found his Confi dence; A Bully’s Disguise; 
Checo and the Homework Passes and Make it Happen-Anaya 
Willabus.’ Anaya believes in the magic and the beauty of turn-
ing the page, and judging from these titles, she will be writing 
many more books in the future.    

Anaya was born in 
Brooklyn, New York. Her 
mom is Dimple and her dad 
is Winston Willabus. Both 
of her parents are from Guy-
ana. Dimple is from Lodge 
while Winston is from 
Rosignol, in Berbice. Anaya 
has a brother Brandon, and 
a sister Chantelle, and they 
are both doing well. Anaya 
attends school in New York 
where her best subject is 
English. She thanks her 
teachers Ms. Caban and Ms. 
Chain for their help; they 
encouraged her to write and 
would spend time correcting 
and editing her work.

Why was Anaya inter-
ested in becoming a writer? 
She said, ‘I was always 
interested in writing. When 
I was younger, my par-
ents would take me to the 
library, next to our house. I 
read many stories and even-
tually I wanted to write and 
to share my stories. Most of 
the books that I read did not 
have stories that related to 
my situation.  So I decided 
to write stories that refl ect 
my culture and heritage.’

Anaya loves to create 
characters that are culled 
from real life. They face 
confl ict situations and are 
required to use their ini-
tiative to solve problems. 
She penned her fi rst book 
when she was only eight 
years old. It was called ‘The 
Day Mohan Found His 
Confi dence.’ It talks about 
a young boy that went to a 
new school and the chal-
lenges that he faced. She 
named the character ‘Mo-
han’ after her uncle Mohan 
Singh, but she created her 
own story.  

Her most recent book 
‘Anaya Willabus’ talks 
about some of the challeng-
es that she had to overcome 
and is defi nitely a winner. A 
book signing is planned for 
March 2019. The good news 
is that Anaya’s books are in 
the Brooklyn Public Library 
and in December 2018, Mr. 
David Booker at the Leff erts 
Branch, at Queens Library, 

accepted her books. The books 
can also be found online and in 
the library system in Guyana.

Anaya has been to Guyana 
twice. She found Guyana to 
be a beautiful country with an 
interesting culture, and fl ying 

her kite at the sea wall was 
amazing.  Anaya has shown 
a maturity far beyond her 
age. She would like to be an 
English teacher, after which 
she would enter politics, and 
campaign to become the presi-
dent of the United States. This 
is welcome news for young 
people everywhere.  Anaya has 
met Senator Roxanne Persaud 
and Councilman Alan Maisel 
and is impressed by their dedi-
cation and hard work.

One of Anaya’s goals is to 
advance literacy in the commu-
nity. She admires the writings 
of President Obama and Maya 
Angelou. Her parents, Dimple 
and Winston, are a great source 
of inspiration to her. But Anaya 
is not only about books. She 
participates in sports; is a 
striker in soccer, a brown belt 
in Karate, and a dress designer 
for her dolls. She also plays the 
violin that was a present from 
her sister Chantelle. Anaya 

Author at 8!

beautifully in her spare time, 
while grandmother Gloria 
Singh can cook any dish to 
perfection.

But in the end it is about 
Anaya the author. This gift-
ed student has won praises 
and received citations from 
several prominent person-
alities. She has appeared 
on radio and television 
shows and had the honor to 
interview Lech Walesa, the 
former President of Poland.

The sky is no limit 
for the talents of Anaya, 
and with her zeal and the 
support of her community, 
she will change our world 
for the better. More power 
to her pen! Anaya’s works 
can be found at dimple@
rhythmnationent.com and 
www.rhythmnationent.com. 
There is also a Facebook 
page, ‘Anaya the author.’ 
We wish her well in the 
future. 

won the Spelling Bee in her 
school and in March 2019 she 
will be in the District wide 
competition. She considers 
herself lucky to have a great 
family. Her mom Dimple is a 
wonderful caregiver that bakes 
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