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By Dennis Nichols

Unprecedented! That was a word on the lips of Guyanese when, fifty years ago this Wednesday, J
the Rupununi region hit the news headline with a bang; in fmteral bangs. They were gunsh
reverberating throughout the country, echoing from neighbouring Venezuela and across the Tak
Brazil; shaking the complacency of many urban Guyanese to whom that sprawling locale was lit
than an isolated djunct to our coastal communities. When the dust had settled, literally, at least six p
lay dead in Lethem, including five police officers.

Secession! That was another word, this time on the lips of a handful afniégcattle ranchers wk
envisagedthe region as a state separate from the rest of the coungthe Republic of th
Rupununi/Essequibo Free State, complete with President in the person &falage HartThe 27 yeapld
had been a Member of Parliament, sitting with The United ForceyPattich had enjoyed considera
success politically in the region.

The vast Rupununi district, over 22,000 square miles in area, was then home to three Amerindia
and a small group of semihite ranchers. The latter were descendantdHafrry Melile, of white Scottist
Jamaican ancestry,  aAf W. SyQ I NI Iy ! YSNAOFIYZ |yR
beginning of the last century, and later. Valerie Hart was one such descendant.

Intermarriage, between and among the Melvillése Harts, Brazilian women, and native Wapishe
adzo aSljdzSyidf e LINPRdAzOSR | -a0f 2 3/R@ FNINYOD K S MEZBdc® na
have seen themselves as privileged aristocrats (at least by Guyanese standards) disdaingrgriot
from those they saw as outsiders, and the central government.

The events of January 2 to 4, 1969, are still partially veiled (and conflicted) even after five decade
has to proceed with prudence in such a brief and -tass-comprehensive reonstruction. Somr
information for this article has been culled from reports filed just days after the uprising, and from ir
sources, including an historical article authoredD®vid Grangein
2009.

Valerie Hart

Additionally, some specific incidents alleged to have occurred
been contested over the years, including reports of harassr
violence, and murder perpetrated on hundreds of Amerin
NEaARSyi(la o0& Ddz2lIylQa I NX¥SR
uprising, and the level of involvement by certain fore
governments. Allegations against the armed forces were deni
both the Burnham administration and the Guyana Defence For
The reports which emerged during and after the incident, spoke
plan hatched among the Haitlelville clan and other ranche
supported by some Amerindian inhabitants, to turn the Rupu

district into an independent state.

They quite likely also intended to have it annexed to Venezuela, whose military had assisted nagt
course in weapongraining to ranchers and their Amerindian employees the week leading up 1
insurrection.

Our western neighbour was of course claiming the entire county of Essequibo, including the Rupur
it was reported that Valerie HarthR (G NS a2y 2dzaf & dzNBESR (G(KS +Sy.


http://guyaneseonline.net/2018/12/31/guyana-the-rupununi-uprising-recalled-50-years-later/
https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/12/Valerie-Hart.jpg
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discrimination meted out to Amerindians there by the Burnham administratiowl, @pposition to th
demarcation of indigenous lands. Hart allegedly told Venezuelan authorities that Rupununi reside
also been attacked without provocation.

Raising these charges (especially with regard to the lands matter) the ranchers were gédlleer suppol
for their cause from a number of Amerindians, including those who subsequently travelled witt
ranchers to Venezuela for a sevday military training blitz in late December 1968. They returne
Guyana on Thursday, January 2, andl@&R G GKS | F NIaQ tANI NI wk

secession was launched.

{K2NIlifée o0ST2NB YARRI&X [SUGKSYZ (KS NBIA2YyQ:
Fdzi2YFGAO 6SILI2ya FTANB TNRY id stdion#dESmasSriedib@ 22 ofti!
and some civilian employees. Policemen rushed out of the building, and were gunned down. Five
and one civilian were killed, and radio communication from the station to Georgetown was imme
disrupted. KS (26yaKALIQa Y2adG aSyAz2zN LRftAOS 2FFAO0
shot and killed there.

Other locations were attacked, including two police outposts at Annai and Good Hope, where office
tied up and trucked away. In Lethemesidents were herded into the local abattoir, where they were
captive, while some were locked into their homes. The rebels then blocked the main airstrip befor
the same to four smaller others, even as machijjum posts were set up at stratiegpositions.

Lethem and surrounding areas were thus virtually isolated from outside intervention. However, a gr:
G albyFNARZ || FSg YAESA lgleéesx gla €STG 2L8y:
communication being kntked out, news of the uprising had reached the capital, and by Thursday €
members of the Guyanese armed forces had begun arriving in the area via a Guyana Airways ail
landed at Manari. By Friday morning there were enough troops and sugpptiaanajor engagement.

It never happened, (although there were reports of a confrontation and injuries to Guyanese s
because by the time the troops began to fan out the next day, the rebels had fled to neighbourin
and Venezuela where somsere granted asylum. Earlier, as the drama unfolded, hundreds of Ameril
had also fled, across the Takutu River, and sought refuge in the Brazilian town of Bom Fin. Othet
for the bush and hid there, while some sought higher ground.

Over the nat 18 hours a thregphase operation was carried out, first to capture Lethem, then to st
rebel positions, and finally to restore central government authority to the district. It involve:
deployment of three companies drawn from the Guyana Defermred=-Second Battalion, and headec
[ LI Aya 5SaY2yR w20SNIia yR SNy2y 2AffAlY
residents and recovered the bodies of those killed.

By the evening of Saturday, January 5, all locations and buildiegs said to have been secured
retaken, including the airstrips and savannahs, with little resistance, as the armed forces met sever
settlements. Ranch houses at Pirara, Good Hope, and Sunnyside were razed by local forces. At
border, Brazilian army officials had taken responsibility for security there, but refused to hand ove
fugitives, even as refugees were urged to return home.

In the aftermath of the uprising, a number of mostly Amerindians were arrested by the policemoist
of involvement in the rebellion. Twerdyvo of them were brought to Georgetown to face trial; ten of wr
were charged with the murder of the five policemen and two civilians. Charges were later dropped
Some of the supposed political and socialiuie has been left out of this article, mainly because of un
WFIFOGaQ FYR RAAAAYAEFNI AYGSNIINBGIF GAZ2yad 2KI

enough to what actually transpired over those three days in January, 50 years ago.

I end it with only a nominal tribute to those who died during this period of subversion and whose
have been clearly verified. They are police officers, Inspector Whittington Braithwaite, Sergeant E
Sukra, Constables James McKenzie, WilliamioN, and Kendall Michael, and civilian Victor Hernar



Other casualties which may not have been documented in a verifiable manner are also wc
remembrance, and it is to all of them that this recollection is dedici
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sunvivingSlveryinthe — SUFVIVINg Slavery in the British Caribbean

British Caribbean

i e Randy M. Browne

] "Drawing upon a remarkable archive of protests by the enslaved, Randy M. Browne
thoroughly reimagines the politics of slaye Listening intently to his sources, he

' carefully teases out the slaves' multifaceted struggle for survival in some of the most

B %, brutal conditions ever known. This illuminates the elemental nature of political striving,

==%% enhancing our understanding of thdéundamental aspirations, strategies, and

negotiations of a subjugated people who nevertheless continued to fight. These black lives matter to

Browna and to all of us as much for what they tell us about humanity writ large as for how they compel

us to rethink the world of Atlantic slavery from the inside oat.Vincent Brown, author ofhe Reaper's

Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery

"Randy M. Browne's important study of the late slavery period in Benbées a rich, but surprisingly

underused, set of sourcesreports of the fiscals and protectors of slave® take a fresh approach to

the study of Caribbean slave societies. Browne is attentive to the multiple dynamics of power and the

complexity of the sitation of many enslaved people.'Diana Paton, Edinburgh University

"Deeply researched, clearly written, provocative, and significaatyiving Slavery in the British

Caribbearis a paradignshifting book.t Justin Roberts, Dalhousie University

Surviving @ivery in the British Caribbeaepicts the human drama in which enslaved Africans struggled

against their enslavers and environment, and one another. The book reorients Atlantic slavery studies by

revealing how social relationships, cultural practices, puldical strategies reflected an unrelenting fight

to survive.

Full Description, Table of Contents, and More

288 pages | 6 x 9| 11 illus.

Hardcover | ISBN 978-812249408 | $45.00s | £37.00

Ebook | ISBN 978-8122-9427-9 | $45.00s | £29.50

A volume in thearly American Studiseries

Randy M. Browne

Assistant Professor

Department of History

Xavier UniersityCincinnati, OH

Surviving Slavery in the British Caribbéamiversity of Pennsylvania Press, 2017)

Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child
development centre. Call Sister Elvira 2275093


http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/series/EAS.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
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The Guyana Institute of Historical Research, based in Montrose, East Coast Demerara Guyana. will host
its 12th Research Conference, on Saturday 29 June, 2@bé is inviting submission of abstracts and
papers.

The conference theme [ | 0 2 dzNE G(Y2ANEBA U I'YNES  TRvheariydedistra®iof feé is

G$5,000 for those who register on/offline between December 2018 and 28 June 2019. The late
registration fee: G$10,000.

Abstracts must be submitted by 14 June 2019, and early submission of abstraetsuii# that they are
included in the Book of Abstracts.

Papers must be submitted by 22 June 2019, to facilitate photocopying for circulation to paid registered
participants.

The committee will consider proposals on all aspects of the history of labdilitary and migration
andSalLISOAlLffte SyO2dzNy 3Sa adzoyYAaaAizya GKIFEG NBFE SO
topics will also be entertained. Submissions of-prganized panels and rourtdbles are strongly
encouraged.

Panel, roundable, and poster proposals will include the following information:

Panel proposals must include a panel title and-8@0d abstract summarizing the theme of the panel;
paper title and a 30@vord abstract for each paper proposed; and a gage professionaturriculum

vitae for each panelist (including the chair and commentator).

Roundtable proposals must include a routable title, a 306word abstract summarizing the round
Grof SQa (GKSYSa | yR Lk2-payelcdric@lumn viRkd far @attagmipahty(idcluding R |
the moderator, if any).

Individual paper proposals are also welcome and must include a paper title ~a@@abstract of the
paper and a ongpage vita with contact information and email address. If accepted, individual papers will
be assigned by the program committee to an appropriate panel with a chair and
commentator. Volunteers, who wish to serve as chairs and commentators should send -pagee
curriculum vitae to one of the following persons:

GIHR Conference specialist: Syndrdtherris-syndrene@yahoo.com

Conference committee chairman: Tota Mangaotamangar@gmail.com

Registrar: Hazel Woolfordhazelwoolford@gmail.com

The focus of the theme:

Centenary of the registration of the BGLU (1919).

Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow.

Labor and Workplace.

2 2NJ] SNRa NRIKGaod

Economic development in nineteenthrdery British Guiana.
Poverty and unemployment.

Centenary of the end of World War 1 (191418).



mailto:-syndrene@yahoo.com
mailto:-totamangar@gmail.com
mailto:%E2%80%93hazelwoolford@gmail.com
https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/gihr-logo-jpg.png

Guyanese and West Indian soldiers.

Gershom O. Brown.

Economic causes of World War 1

Demographic and, political consequences of World War 1.

Migration

Windrushgeneration.

Racial inequality.

Immigration policy

North America

Caribbean

Middle East.

Women, Gender and, politics.

Amerindian women and politics.

Women and local government.

China in Africa.

China in Guyana, Latin America, and the Caribbean.

The legacy bindian immigration.

For more mformatlon contact the conference registitdgzel Woolfordhazelwoolford@gmail.com
| Jeremy Peretz is the 2018 winner of the GIHR Journal Prize.

. The Guyana Institute of Histecal Research invites all interested

| researchers to submit articles to the GIHR Journal. A prize will be awarded
in 2019, to one of the submissions. Article must be refereed.

Thank you.
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CNAYARFRAIFIYA ofl YSR ¥
ONXR & A 3
By Dr KumaMahabir

¢KS tS2L)X SQ& bl (édzoalitibn gav@nmanis Guyana hadréfused
to resignafter it was defeated in a roonfidence motion in Parliament on Friday
December 21, 2018. Asxpected, the drowning party is grasping at strawsllepally
survive another year before it sinks its own in the 2020 general elections.

tb/ 9ESOdziA@®S aSYOSNI ! dzoNBé& b2NIlz2y KI &
(PPP) Oppositioheader Bharrat Jagdeo of bribing MP Charrandass Petsawitch
his neconfidence voteagainst his own government in favour of the PPP. Norton said
WE3IRS2 KIR 6028y dRBRYSERIR FERDOF20Af A44SR NBA2dNDS
Chronicle 28/12/18). | woultlke to advise Jagdeo to sue Mmw for defamation of character through
slander and/or libel.

Norton must be compelled to provide the evidence in court to support his accusation, or face
conviction by imprisonment or findt seems that Jagdeo has already been found guilty by Norton who
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appears to be an investigatopoliceman, attorney, juror, judge and executioner, all rolled into one.
b2 NI 2y Q& Ibéng dzdehtéd by2sgveral &overnment ministers, including the Minister of Public
SecurityKhemraj Ramjattan. This AFC member &thO2t t | GA2Y D2@SNYYSyu gl a 2
Sunday night turning darker with rage against Persaud.
Ramjattan turning darker with rage
Viewers were uncertain whether Ramjattan was speaking as a member of the coalition shliiatece
for Change (AF®©) as Minister of Public Security because these roles must besbpltrate and distinct
when in public office. By his verbal and body language, Ramjattarciady abusing his power as
Minister of Public Security.

| SNB I NB SEOSNLIAY 2F+WIH 28 0GNBQy 28 ¥y &I NYyAYy I
O2yySOiltA2y 6AUGUK ONAROSNEZ 2F &42YS 06A3 adifatwglF Y2y Se
O02YS 2dzi 2F GKS Ay@SadGAaalidAazy 3A2Ay3 angthosewho2 S I NB
g2dzf RQOBS R2yS GKIFIGZ Attt LI & GKS LISwith thelsedior 2 SQ@S
YSYOSNE 2F GKS D2@SNYYSyil ¢

Alarming illegal threats indeed from a Minister of Public Security. Ramjattan should be forced to
resign on the basis that gok work should be left to the Commissioner of Police, Leslie Jaroethe
Minister of Public Security whose duties should be purely administrative and managerial.

Those who wish to take Ramjattan to court to face charges for misbehaviour in pubksbéiidd
NEFR GKS FITNIAOES aD2@SNYIyOS 2F LKSESNRENBDBISL yREL
Stenning. This article is based on a lecture delivered to theSchwol at Flinders University in Australia
in 2011. The article should be @avith Ramjattan iy A Y R ¢ K2 A& FGOSYLIWAYy3 a2
AYyFEdzSyOS (2 o0SIFENI & KINRBAOSRAYOAIDGAIRIARY SYGa 2
Persad who has the civil and humiaghts of free association and freedome{pression.

wkY2alradlryQa dzyfl ¢7FdzZ Rdmjaiias hNE [Stged BiSprofige tHaixtere OS ¢ 2
gAft 0S ay2 LR{AGADISB! GYISNESNBYOWBH oy 1 KES NHzyy Ay 3
Ramjattan made thipromise personally t@bout 500 persons on Saturday September 5, 2015 at the
Whim Community Centre Ground in Berbice. The unlawful interference with the work of the Guyana
Police Force and the Police Service Commission (PSC) is not new to this coalition govdm@etiober
18, 2017, President David Granger wrote to the PSC to halt the promotion of pifiliezs. Additionally,
Ramijattan said on the same NCN TV show that on that historic night of tHeeniimlence motion in
Parliament, he offered Persaud police protectiorgo to his vehicle tdrive home. But Persaud was told
08 | FNASYR (KIFG aGKS LRt ADHS Zaad RO NI MinlBaRald INX 2 VA 4
Public Security, Ramjattan should be ashamed to learn and publicise the faGuhahese dmot trust
the Guyana Police Force and the Guyana Defence Force with their Aigen IndeGuyanese, Persaud
had all the more reason to be afraid. Members of the coalijomernment such as Moses Nagamootoo,
Dr Rupert Roopnaraine, Jaipaul Sharma and rfdgRajkumar, and their families, are more vulnerable
than other citizens to be attacked by the PN@ coalition trained and aned officers headed by retired
Brigadier, President David Granger.

The booksThe Costs of Regime Survival: Radailization, Elite Domination and Control of the
State in Guyana and Trinidag Percy Hintzen Domination and Power in Guyana: Study of the Police in
a Third World Contextty George Danng\natomy of Race Politiby Reverend Seopaul Singh; aithnic
Conflict and Developmery Ralph PremdgsGIHA Crime Report Indians Betraysidould be compulsory
reading for Ramjattan. These publications document the long history of violence against Indians in Guyana
which was unleashed by the tyrannical Presid&bes Burnham.

l.:.l
K
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Charrandas Persaud: The Gandhi of Guyana
By Dr Kumar Mahabir

Love him or hate him, Guyanese Member of Parliament (MP) Charrandas Persaud had the courage to
stand and swim against the political rip currents of the Essequibo River.

And for that extraordinary courage based on a conscience vote, he must be honoured, even
idolised as the Mahatma Gandhi of Guyana. Already there are plans to name babies after him as well as
streets in his native Berbice. A meme with his portrait on a champdgttle has been created, and a
azy3a 2y GKS GKSYS &/ KFNNYYyRFa Aa | | SNRPEX LINPRdAzOS|
On that historic day in Guyana (December 21, 2018), Charrandas voted against his own governing party
for the oppositiont S2 LJX SQ&a t NP3INBaa tIFNHeée o6ttto £SR o6& . KI N
w22LlIFNFAYS YR {@RySe 1fftA0201 RAR y2i KI@S (KIFI
one dissident vote changed the course of electoral history in Guygnaonstitutionally toppled a
government from power which is still stubbornly and illegally refusing to resign.

/ KIE NN yRIFaQa aAay3atsS @2G4S YIRS KAal2NER Ay Ddz2ly
the Turks and Caicos Islands. On his Facebook Ppageladian political scientist Dr Kirk Meighoo stated:

GLG KFra b9+x9w KIFLIWLISYSR 0ST7T2NEB déonfidéncaneotiary wicoy 0 & | S
RSY2yaAliNr (Sa A0GNBYy3IGK AY L2t AGAOLN € RSY2ON) OASa
parliamentariansn8 R (2 NBLINBaSyid GKSANI O2yaidAaiadsSyOorsSasz | yR
t NAYS aAyAadSNI az2asSa bl 3Iry22G22Qa o0StAST o0YlFIASGSdz

Meighoo went on to write that no one can accuse Charrandas of being racially motivated by voting
for an Indiandominated party. On every occasion for the past three years, Charrandas voted for the
Africandominated party in Parliament, against his own conscience. Indeed, Charrandas worked at every
level to electorally overthrow the ruling PPP from power amstall an Africardominated coalition in
government in 2015.

Charrandas risked his life for
conscience
Charrandas knew that he
could have been dead at the
hands of hoodlums supporting
0KS NHzZ Ay3a tS2LX SQ;
Congress (PN@d coalition
goverrment headed by a
retired brigadier, President
David Granger. The PNC has a
long bloody history of
harassment, imprisonment,
torture, violence and murder
of political opponents.
Political opponents of
the PNC such as Ohene Koama,
Edward Dublin and Dr. Walte
Rodney of the Working People's Alliance (WPA) were all fatalities. Paradoxically, WPA members Dr. David
Hinds, Dr. Roopnaraine and Tacuma Ogunseye have joined the curretedPdd@lition.

As an IndeGuyanese, Charrandas and his family were more @fkeof being physically attacked

than other citizens. In the publication entitlédTransit: Gangs and Criminal Networks in Guyafa2),




