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DǳȅŀƴŀΥ ¢ƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфсф wǳǇǳƴǳƴƛ Ψ¦ǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΩ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ς рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

  

By Dennis Nichols  
Unprecedented! That was a word on the lips of Guyanese when, fifty years ago this Wednesday, January 2, 
the Rupununi region hit the news headline with a bang; in fact several bangs. They were gunshots, 
reverberating throughout the country, echoing from neighbouring Venezuela and across the Takutu into 
Brazil; shaking the complacency of many urban Guyanese to whom that sprawling locale was little more 
than an isolated adjunct to our coastal communities. When the dust had settled, literally, at least six persons 
lay dead in Lethem, including five police officers. 
Secession! That was another word, this time on the lips of a handful of big-time cattle ranchers who 
envisaged the region as a state separate from the rest of the country ς the Republic of the 
Rupununi/Essequibo Free State, complete with President in the person of one Valerie Hart. The 27 year-old 
had been a Member of Parliament, sitting with The United Force Party, which had enjoyed considerable 
success politically in the region. 
The vast Rupununi district, over 22,000 square miles in area, was then home to three Amerindian tribes, 
and a small group of semi-white ranchers. The latter were descendants of Harry Melville, of white Scottish-
Jamaican ancestry, .ŀǎƛƭ Ψ.ŜƴΩ IŀǊǘΣ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
beginning of the last century, and later. Valerie Hart was one such descendant. 
Intermarriage, between and among the Melvilles, the Harts, Brazilian women, and native Wapishanas, 
ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ Ŏƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ΨƳƛȄŜŘ-ōƭƻƻŘΩ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ-sixties, may 
have seen themselves as privileged aristocrats (at least by Guyanese standards) disdaining interference 
from those they saw as outsiders, and the central government. 
The events of January 2 to 4, 1969, are still partially veiled (and conflicted) even after five decades, so one 
has to proceed with prudence in such a brief and less-than-comprehensive reconstruction. Some 
information for this article has been culled from reports filed just days after the uprising, and from internet 

sources, including an historical article authored by David Granger in 
2009. 
 
Valerie Hart 
Additionally, some specific incidents alleged to have occurred have 
been contested over the years, including reports of harassment, 
violence, and murder perpetrated on hundreds of Amerindian 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ōȅ DǳȅŀƴŀΩǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
uprising, and the level of involvement by certain foreign 
governments. Allegations against the armed forces were denied by 
both the Burnham administration and the Guyana Defence Force. 
The reports which emerged during and after the incident, spoke of a 
plan hatched among the Hart-Melville clan and other ranchers, 
supported by some Amerindian inhabitants, to turn the Rupununi 

district into an independent state. 
They quite likely also intended to have it annexed to Venezuela, whose military had assisted with a crash 
course in weapons-training to ranchers and their Amerindian employees the week leading up to the 
insurrection. 
Our western neighbour was of course claiming the entire county of Essequibo, including the Rupununi, and 
it was reported that Valerie Hart hŀŘ ǘǊŜŀǎƻƴƻǳǎƭȅ ǳǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ƛǘǎ ΨǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ 

http://guyaneseonline.net/2018/12/31/guyana-the-rupununi-uprising-recalled-50-years-later/
https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2018/12/Valerie-Hart.jpg
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ŎƭŀƛƳΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ƳƛǎǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
discrimination meted out to Amerindians there by the Burnham administration, and opposition to the 
demarcation of indigenous lands. Hart allegedly told Venezuelan authorities that Rupununi residents had 
also been attacked without provocation. 
Raising these charges (especially with regard to the lands matter) the ranchers were able to gather support 
for their cause from a number of Amerindians, including those who subsequently travelled with some 
ranchers to Venezuela for a seven-day military training blitz in late December 1968. They returned to 
Guyana on Thursday, January 2, and lodƎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǘǎΩ tƛǊŀǊŀ wŀƴŎƘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ 
secession was launched. 
{ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƛŘŘŀȅΣ [ŜǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōŀȊƻƻƪŀ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŦƛǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜōŜƭǎΩΣ ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƭice station there manned by 12 officers 
and some civilian employees. Policemen rushed out of the building, and were gunned down. Five officers 
and one civilian were killed, and radio communication from the station to Georgetown was immediately 
disrupted. TƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǿŀǎ 
shot and killed there. 
Other locations were attacked, including two police outposts at Annai and Good Hope, where officers were 
tied up and trucked away. In Lethem, residents were herded into the local abattoir, where they were held 
captive, while some were locked into their homes. The rebels then blocked the main airstrip before doing 
the same to four smaller others, even as machine-gun posts were set up at strategic positions. 
Lethem and surrounding areas were thus virtually isolated from outside intervention. However, a grass strip 
ŀǘ aŀƴŀǊƛΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǇŜƴΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōŜƭǎΩ ǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ 
communication being knocked out, news of the uprising had reached the capital, and by Thursday evening 
members of the Guyanese armed forces had begun arriving in the area via a Guyana Airways airlift which 
landed at Manari. By Friday morning there were enough troops and supplies for a major engagement. 
It never happened, (although there were reports of a confrontation and injuries to Guyanese soldiers) 
because by the time the troops began to fan out the next day, the rebels had fled to neighbouring Brazil 
and Venezuela where some were granted asylum. Earlier, as the drama unfolded, hundreds of Amerindians 
had also fled, across the Takutu River, and sought refuge in the Brazilian town of Bom Fin. Others headed 
for the bush and hid there, while some sought higher ground. 
Over the next 18 hours a three-phase operation was carried out, first to capture Lethem, then to secure 
rebel positions, and finally to restore central government authority to the district. It involved the 
deployment of three companies drawn from the Guyana Defence Force Second Battalion, and headed by 
/ŀǇǘŀƛƴǎ 5ŜǎƳƻƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǊƴƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ΨWƻŜΩ {ƛƴƎƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŦǊŜŜŘ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ 
residents and recovered the bodies of those killed. 
By the evening of Saturday, January 5, all locations and buildings were said to have been secured and 
retaken, including the airstrips and savannahs, with little resistance, as the armed forces met several empty 
settlements. Ranch houses at Pirara, Good Hope, and Sunnyside were razed by local forces. At the Brazil 
border, Brazilian army officials had taken responsibility for security there, but refused to hand over rebel 
fugitives, even as refugees were urged to return home. 
In the aftermath of the uprising, a number of mostly Amerindians were arrested by the police on suspicion 
of involvement in the rebellion. Twenty-two of them were brought to Georgetown to face trial; ten of whom 
were charged with the murder of the five policemen and two civilians. Charges were later dropped. 
Some of the supposed political and social intrigue has been left out of this article, mainly because of unclear 
ΨŦŀŎǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ 
enough to what actually transpired over those three days in January, 50 years ago. 
I end it with only a nominal tribute to those who died during this period of subversion and whose deaths 
have been clearly verified. They are police officers, Inspector Whittington Braithwaite, Sergeant Benedict 
Sukra, Constables James McKenzie, William Norton, and Kendall Michael, and civilian Victor Hernandez. 
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Other casualties which may not have been documented in a verifiable manner are also worthy of 
remembrance, and it is to all of them that this recollection is dedicated.
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Surviving Slavery in the British Caribbean  

Randy M. Browne 

"Drawing upon a remarkable archive of protests by the enslaved, Randy M. Browne 
thoroughly reimagines the politics of slavery. Listening intently to his sources, he 
carefully teases out the slaves' multifaceted struggle for survival in some of the most 
brutal conditions ever known. This illuminates the elemental nature of political striving, 
enhancing our understanding of the fundamental aspirations, strategies, and 

negotiations of a subjugated people who nevertheless continued to fight. These black lives matter to 
Browneτand to all of usτas much for what they tell us about humanity writ large as for how they compel 
us to rethink the world of Atlantic slavery from the inside out."τVincent Brown, author of The Reaper's 
Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery 
"Randy M. Browne's important study of the late slavery period in Berbice uses a rich, but surprisingly 
underused, set of sourcesτreports of the fiscals and protectors of slavesτto take a fresh approach to 
the study of Caribbean slave societies. Browne is attentive to the multiple dynamics of power and the 
complexity of the situation of many enslaved people."τDiana Paton, Edinburgh University 
"Deeply researched, clearly written, provocative, and significant, Surviving Slavery in the British 
Caribbean is a paradigm-shifting book."τJustin Roberts, Dalhousie University 
Surviving Slavery in the British Caribbean depicts the human drama in which enslaved Africans struggled 
against their enslavers and environment, and one another. The book reorients Atlantic slavery studies by 
revealing how social relationships, cultural practices, and political strategies reflected an unrelenting fight 
to survive. 
Full Description, Table of Contents, and More 
288 pages | 6 x 9 | 11 illus.  
Hardcover | ISBN 978-0-8122-4940-8 | $45.00s | £37.00  
Ebook | ISBN 978-0-8122-9427-9 | $45.00s | £29.50  
A volume in the Early American Studies series 
Randy M. Browne 
Assistant Professor 

Department of History 
Xavier UniversityCincinnati, OH 
Surviving Slavery in the British Caribbean ( University of Pennsylvania Press, 2017) 

   
Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child 
development centre. Call Sister Elvira 2275093 
 

 

http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/series/EAS.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15720.html
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The Guyana Institute of Historical Research ς call for papers for June 2019 Conference 

 

The Guyana Institute of Historical Research, based in Montrose, East Coast Demerara Guyana. will host 
its 12th Research Conference, on Saturday 29 June, 2019, and is inviting submission of abstracts and 
papers. 
The conference theme is ά[ŀōƻǳǊΣ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘΣ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ   The early registration fee is 
G$5,000 for those who register on/offline between December 2018 and 28 June 2019. The late 
registration fee: G$10,000. 
Abstracts must be submitted by 14 June 2019, and early submission of abstracts will ensure that they are 
included in the Book of Abstracts.    
Papers must be submitted by 22 June 2019, to facilitate photocopying for circulation to paid registered 
participants. 
The committee will consider proposals on all aspects of the history of labour, military and migration 
and  ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΤ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
topics will also be entertained. Submissions of pre-organized panels and round-tables are strongly 
encouraged. 
Panel, round-table, and poster proposals will include the following information: 
Panel proposals must include a panel title and 300-word abstract summarizing the theme of the panel; 
paper title and a 300-word abstract for each paper proposed; and a one-page professional curriculum 
vitae for each panelist (including the chair and commentator). 
Round-table proposals must include a round-table title, a 300-word abstract summarizing the round-
ǘŀōƭŜΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƻƴŜ-page curriculum vitae for each participant (including 
the moderator, if any). 
Individual paper proposals are also welcome and must include a paper title, a 300-word abstract of the 
paper and a one-page vita with contact information and email address. If accepted, individual papers will 
be assigned by the program committee to an appropriate panel with a chair and 
commentator.  Volunteers, who wish to serve as chairs and commentators should send a one-page 
curriculum vitae to one of the following persons: 
GIHR Conference specialist: Syndrene Harris -syndrene@yahoo.com 
Conference committee chairman: Tota Mangar -totamangar@gmail.com 
Registrar: Hazel Woolford ςhazelwoolford@gmail.com 

The focus of the theme: 
Centenary of the registration of the BGLU (1919). 
Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow. 
Labor and Workplace. 
²ƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ 
Economic development in nineteenth century British Guiana. 
Poverty and unemployment. 
Centenary of the end of World War 1 (1914-1918). 

mailto:-syndrene@yahoo.com
mailto:-totamangar@gmail.com
mailto:%E2%80%93hazelwoolford@gmail.com
https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/gihr-logo-jpg.png
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Guyanese and West Indian soldiers. 
Gershom O. Brown. 
Economic causes of World War 1 
Demographic and, political consequences of World War 1. 
Migration 
Windrush generation. 
Racial inequality. 
Immigration policy 
North America 
Caribbean 
Middle East. 
Women, Gender and, politics. 
Amerindian women and politics. 
Women and local government. 
China in Africa. 
China in Guyana, Latin America, and the Caribbean. 
The legacy of Indian immigration. 
For more information, contact the conference registrar, Hazel Woolford: hazelwoolford@gmail.com 

Jeremy Peretz is the 2018 winner of the GIHR Journal Prize. 
 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research invites all interested 
researchers to submit articles to the GIHR Journal.  A prize will be awarded 
in 2019, to one of the submissions.  Article must be refereed. 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘƛŀƴǎ ōƭŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ DǳȅŀƴŜǎŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
ŎǊƛǎƛǎ 

By Dr Kumar Mahabir 
¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ όtb/ύ-led coalition government in Guyana has refused 
to resign after it was defeated in a no-confidence motion in Parliament on Friday 
December 21, 2018. As expected, the drowning party is grasping at straws to illegally 
survive another year before it sinks on its own in the 2020 general elections. 

tb/ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ aŜƳōŜǊ !ǳōǊŜȅ bƻǊǘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ tŀǊǘȅ 
(PPP) Opposition Leader Bharrat Jagdeo of bribing MP Charrandass Persaud to switch 
his no-confidence vote against his own government in favour of the PPP. Norton said 

WŀƎŘŜƻ ƘŀŘ άŎƻƭƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻōƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛōŜ ŀ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ atέ όDǳȅŀƴŀ 
Chronicle 28/12/18). I would like to advise Jagdeo to sue Norton for defamation of character through 
slander and/or libel. 

Norton must be compelled to provide the evidence in court to support his accusation, or face 
conviction by imprisonment or fine. It seems that Jagdeo has already been found guilty by Norton who 

mailto:hazelwoolford@gmail.com
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appears to be an investigator, policeman, attorney, juror, judge and executioner, all rolled into one. 
bƻǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ being repeated by several Government ministers, including the Minister of Public 
Security Khemraj Ramjattan. This AFC member of thŜ Ŏƻƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ DǳȅŀƴŀΩǎ b/b ¢± on 
Sunday night turning darker with rage against Persaud. 
Ramjattan turning darker with rage 
Viewers were uncertain whether Ramjattan was speaking as a member of the coalition splinter Alliance 
for Change (AFC) or as Minister of Public Security because these roles must be held separate and distinct 
when in public office. By his verbal and body language, Ramjattan was clearly abusing his power as 
Minister of Public Security. 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ƻŦ wŀƳƧŀǘǘŀƴΩǎ Ǌŀƴǘ ƻƴ ¢±Υ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŀ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƛōŜǊȅΣ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛƎ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΧΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅΦ !ƭƭ that will 
ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ΧΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘ and those who 
ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ with the senior 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦέ 

Alarming illegal threats indeed from a Minister of Public Security. Ramjattan should be forced to 
resign on the basis that police work should be left to the Commissioner of Police, Leslie James, not the 
Minister of Public Security whose duties should be purely administrative and managerial. 

Those who wish to take Ramjattan to court to face charges for misbehaviour in public office should 
ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άDƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜΥ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΣ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέ ōȅ tƘƛƭƛǇ /Φ 
Stenning. This article is based on a lecture delivered to the Law School at Flinders University in Australia 
in 2011. The article should be read with Ramjattan in ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ άǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ Χ ǘƻ ƘŀǊŀǎǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǎƛŘŜƴǘǎέ ƭƛƪŜ /ƘŀǊǊŀƴŘŀǎǎ 
Persad who has the civil and human rights of free association and freedom of expression. 

wŀƳƧŀǘǘŀƴΩǎ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƻǊƪ Ramjattan has betrayed his promise that there 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άƴƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !tb¦Ҍ!C/ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dǳȅŀƴŀ tƻƭƛŎŜ CƻǊŎŜΦέ 
Ramjattan made this promise personally to about 500 persons on Saturday September 5, 2015 at the 
Whim Community Centre Ground in Berbice. The unlawful interference with the work of the Guyana 
Police Force and the Police Service Commission (PSC) is not new to this coalition government.  In October 
18, 2017, President David Granger wrote to the PSC to halt the promotion of police officers.  Additionally, 
Ramjattan said on the same NCN TV show that on that historic night of the no-confidence motion in 
Parliament, he offered Persaud police protection to go to his vehicle to drive home. But Persaud was told 
ōȅ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŀǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǿŜ ƻǿƴέ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  As Minister of 
Public Security, Ramjattan should be ashamed to learn and publicise the fact that Guyanese do not trust 
the Guyana Police Force and the Guyana Defence Force with their lives.  As an Indo-Guyanese, Persaud 
had all the more reason to be afraid. Members of the coalition government such as Moses Nagamootoo, 
Dr Rupert Roopnaraine, Jaipaul Sharma and Hemraj Rajkumar, and their families, are more vulnerable 
than other citizens to be attacked by the PNC-led coalition trained and armed officers headed by retired 
Brigadier, President David Granger.   
 The books, The Costs of Regime Survival: Racial Mobilization, Elite Domination and Control of the 

State in Guyana and Trinidad by Percy Hintzen;  Domination and Power in Guyana: Study of the Police in 

a Third World Context by George Danns; Anatomy of Race Politics by Reverend Seopaul Singh; and  Ethnic 

Conflict and Development by Ralph Premdas ; GIHA Crime Report Indians Betrayed, should be compulsory 

reading for Ramjattan. These publications document the long history of violence against Indians in Guyana 

which was unleashed by the tyrannical President, Forbes Burnham. 
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Charrandas Persaud: The Gandhi of Guyana 
By Dr Kumar Mahabir 
 
Love him or hate him, Guyanese Member of Parliament (MP) Charrandas Persaud had the courage to 
stand and swim against the political rip currents of the Essequibo River.  

And for that extraordinary courage based on a conscience vote, he must be honoured, even 
idolised as the Mahatma Gandhi of Guyana. Already there are plans to name babies after him as well as 
streets in his native Berbice. A meme with his portrait on a champagne bottle has been created, and a 
ǎƻƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά/ƘŀǊǊŀƴŘŀǎ ƛǎ ŀ IŜǊƻέΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ wƛǎƘŀŀŘ LǎƘƳŀŜƭΣ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ 
On that historic day in Guyana (December 21, 2018), Charrandas voted against his own governing party 
for the opposition tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ tŀǊǘȅ όtttύ ƭŜŘ ōȅ .ƘŀǊǊŀǘ WŀƎŘŜƻΦ atǎ WŀƛǇŀǳƭ {ƘŀǊƳŀΣ 5ǊΦ wǳǇŜǊǘ 
wƻƻǇƴŀǊŀƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ {ȅŘƴŜȅ !ƭƭƛŎƻŎƪ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǇΦ /ƘŀǊǊŀƴŘŀǎΩ 
one dissident vote changed the course of electoral history in Guyana by constitutionally toppled a 
government from power which is still stubbornly and illegally refusing to resign. 

/ƘŀǊǊŀƴŘŀǎΩǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǾƻǘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ Dǳȅŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ 
the Turks and Caicos Islands. On his Facebook page, Trinidadian political scientist Dr Kirk Meighoo stated: 
άLǘ Ƙŀǎ b9±9w ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ όноκмнκмуύΦ IŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻ-confidence-motion victory 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ DǳȅŀƴŀΦ άCƻǊ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƻǳǊ 
parliamentarians neŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻǊ ǊŀŎŜΦέ ώ! ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛƴƎ 
tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ aƻǎŜǎ bŀƎŀƳƻƻǘƻƻΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ όYŀƛŜǘŜǳǊ bŜǿǎ рκмκмфύϐΦ 

Meighoo went on to write that no one can accuse Charrandas of being racially motivated by voting 
for an Indian-dominated party. On every occasion for the past three years, Charrandas voted for the 
African-dominated party in Parliament, against his own conscience. Indeed, Charrandas worked at every 
level to electorally overthrow the ruling PPP from power and install an African-dominated coalition in 
government in 2015. 

Charrandas risked his life for 
conscience 
     Charrandas knew that he 
could have been dead at the 
hands of hoodlums supporting 
ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Congress (PNC)-led coalition 
government headed by a 
retired brigadier, President 
David Granger. The PNC has a 
long bloody history of 
harassment, imprisonment, 
torture, violence and murder 
of political opponents. 

Political opponents of 
the PNC such as Ohene Koama, 
Edward Dublin and Dr. Walter 

Rodney of the Working People's Alliance (WPA) were all fatalities. Paradoxically, WPA members Dr. David 
Hinds, Dr. Roopnaraine and Tacuma Ogunseye have joined the current PNC-led coalition.  

As an Indo-Guyanese, Charrandas and his family were more of a risk of being physically attacked 
than other citizens. In the publication entitled InTransit: Gangs and Criminal Networks in Guyana (2012), 


