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APNU Councillor, Pandit Ubraj Narine is 
the new Mayor of Georgetown 

 

 
 
APNU Councillor Ubraj Narine is the new Mayor of Georgetown.  Narine, who won Constituency One 
(Kingston East and West, Thomas Lands, Nonpareil Park, Cummingsburg, Alberttown and Queenstown) at 
the November 12th local polls, was elected when the new councillors of the municipality met today.  
Narine’s election was a mere formality as he received unanimous support from his fellow APNU 

councillors, who hold 21 of the 30 council seats. He was nominated by 
fellow APNU Councillor Ivelaw Henry, with incumbent mayor Patricia 
Chase-Green seconding the nomination. 

An attempt by the AFC to nominate Michael Leonard as Mayor 
failed as its two seats were not enough to field a nomination. 

The two AFC Councillors subsequently abstained during the 
voting. 

APNU’s Alfred Mentore was later duly elected as Deputy Mayor. 
They will by law take up their posts on January 1st. 
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Guyana-Born Professor Receives One of The World’s 

Highest Professional Distinctions in The Field of 

Engineering 

Image Credit: Cornell University 

 
by 
 Tisha Ricketts 
Feb 14, 2018 

The list of accomplishments that Professor Lynden Archer, a native of Guyana, has made over the 
past 20 years is remarkable. 

Archer is James A. Friend Family Distinguished Professor of Engineering at Cornell University. He 
started working at Cornell 2000 and 10 years later he was appointed director of Chemical & Biomolecular 
Engineering. 
Here some other list of notable accomplishments 
Earned a B.S. in chemical engineering (polymer science) from the University of Southern California in 1989 
Received his Ph.D. in chemical engineering from Stanford University in 1993. 
During the period 1993-94 he was a postdoctoral member of the technical staff at AT&T Bell Laboratories. 
Fellow of the American Physical Society 
AICHE MAC Centennial Engineer Awardee 
James & Mary Tien Excellence in Teaching Awardee 
The National Science Foundation Early Career Awardee 
DuPont & 3M Young Professor Awardee 
This month, Archer earned another distinguish award when her was elected to the National Academy of 
Engineering for his advances in nanoparticle-polymer hybrid materials and in electrochemical energy 
storage technologies. 

https://mycaribbeanscoop.com/author/tisha
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The note of Cornell University website states 
“Election to the National Academy of Engineering is among the highest professional distinctions accorded 
to an engineer. Academy membership honors those who have made outstanding contributions to 
“engineering research, practice, or education, including, where appropriate, significant contributions to 
the engineering literature” and to “the pioneering of new and developing fields of technology, making 
major advancements in traditional fields of engineering, or developing/implementing innovative 
approaches to engineering education.” 

 
 

   
Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child development centre. Call Sister Elvira 

2275093 
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Professor Seecharan launches 
History of Cricket in Guyana – Volume 2 

   

Some of the notable names at the launch, from right, Dr Ian McDonald, John Carpenter, Dr Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul, Lance Gibbs and Professor Seecharan. 

VOLUME Two of a History of Cricket in Guyana is not just about the accounts of cricket games 
played over 100 years ago in British Guiana; it underscores how those games galvanised our people and 
the impact the sport had on our society. 

Professor Clem Seecharan, though the support of the Hand-in-
Hand Group of Companies, encapsulated these achievements in an 
entertaining and informative way in his 758-page second book of the 
series, which he officially launched at the world-famous Georgetown 
Cricket Club on Friday night. 
Professor Clem Seecharan displays the second volume of his book, The 
History of Cricket in Guyana. 

The accolades for the author were great and the audience 
included generations of cricketers from the legendary West Indies players 
Lance Gibbs, Roger Harper, Dr Shivnarine Chanderpaul, and current 
national captain Leon Johnson, to a few cricketers now trying to make 
their names in the sport. 

Among the notables who addressed the audience were Chairman 
of Hand-in-Hand Group of Companies John Carpenter, Dr Ian McDonald, 

http://guyanachronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/delegates.jpg
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the author himself, Harper, Gibbs, Minister of Social Cohesion with responsible for Culture, Youth and 
Sport Dr George Norton and Sales Manager of the Group of Companies Shanomae Baptiste, who gave the 
vote of thanks. 
Carpenter said that Hand-in-Hand was honoured to have played a part in the venture and that the series, 
which analyses cricket from 1865 to 1867 (Volume One) and 1898-1914 (Volume Two), begs a Volume 
Three. 

It was also emphasised that the Hand-in-Hand Company which started in 1865 also played a part 
in the integral development during the time of the publications. This year marks 140 years since 
construction started at the company’s head office. 
WORK OF ART 
Dr McDonald, who has known Seecharan for over three decades, paid respect to his commitment to his 
craft. He said that the author’s dedication to work, combined with his narrative skills, became a work of 
art. 

The renowned author also called Seecharan the “most appropriate author” to do the volumes. 
DCC discussion: From left, former 
Guyana cricketer Mark Harper, 
former West Indian cricketers 
Lance Gibbs and Roger Harper 
having a nostalgic moment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also showing adoration for the cricket series was Minister Norton, who called the professor’s 
series a well-researched publication and an inspiration.  “Your book helps us to better appreciate the 
importance of cricket in our society. As a politician, I would be happy if more of us can understand the 
importance of cricket in Guyana.” 

The minister added that he was confident that the series of books would serve to educate and 
enlighten many generations about Guyana’s past cricketing heroes.  In highlighting how integral a role 
cricket has played in our past, Gibbs pointed out that there were some aspects of the game that the book 
did not cover, since backyard and alleyway games were not documented. The 84-year-old then took the 
crowd on a nostalgic journey when different versions of cricket were common and makeshift apparatuses 
were used as bat and ball. 
STAGNATION OF CRICKET 

Seecharan, who read for a doctorate in History at the University of Warwick in 1990, examines 
the stagnation of the game in colonial Guyana in the decade and a half before the Great War. 

He said that despite the flamboyance of GCC – founded in 1858 – which was vibrant in fostering 
regional cricket, “Guyanese cricket was marooned on a plateau of underachievement”. 

He added that the topography of the land and the share magnitude of the rainforest was a 
breeding ground for malaria which was one of the main hindrances when it came to the quality of cricket 
being played by our former cricketers.  The 16 years of analysis filled many holes that existed about our 
past – one that will be kept alive through Seecharan’s undertaking. 
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Guyana: One Hundred Years since the end of World War l 

 by Francis Quamina Farrier 
 
On Sunday, November 11, 2018, many countries around the 
world, including Guyana, observed Remembrance Day as 
their citizens paid tributes to those who served in the First and 
Second World Wars and especially to those who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice with their very lives. 

There were clouds over the city of Georgetown as 
veterans, government and other officials and civilian citizens 
made their way to the Cenotaph at the junction of Main and 
Church Streets for the traditional 8.00 a.m. Wreath-Laying 

ceremony. Also present were members of the Foreign Diplomatic Corps. Many Laid wreaths, 
including Prime Minister Hon. Moses Nagamootoo and Minister of Foreign Affairs Hon. Carl Greenidge, 
Mayor of Georgetown, Patricia Chase-Green as well as the heads of the Disciplined Services and others.     

During the laying of the wreaths, the Guyana Police Force Band played somber music. Of note, 
and what is so often taken for granted at this and other ceremonies, is the saying of prayers by 
representatives of Guyana’s three main religions – Christian, Hindu and Muslim – showing that there is 
Religious freedom and Religious tolerance in Guyana. The clouds which blanketed the city at that first of 
the two Remembrance Day ceremonies this year, were more protective than threatening rain.  By the 
eleventh hour, the clouds had all but drifted away revealing an almost entirely cloudless blue sky. 

Unlike previous years, there was a second Remembrance Day Wreath Laying ceremony this year; 
this special ceremony was held at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, 2018, which was 
exactly 100 years after the signing of the Armistice Document which signaled the end of the First World 
War; the war which was promoted as “A war to end all wars”. 

Unfortunately, the Second World War commenced a short twenty-one years after the First World 
War ended. Laying wreaths at that second ceremony at the Cenotaph in Georgetown last Sunday, were 
Guyanese veterans of the Second World War – all of them are now in their nineties. The oldest, Benjamin 
Durant, celebrated his 100th Birthday a few days later on Thursday November 15, 2018, with a 
worthy Birthday Bash at Coghlan House of the Guyana Legion on Carifesta Avenue in Georgetown. In 
observance of the signing of the Armistice document 100 years ago, many churches in the city of 
Georgetown and elsewhere, rang their bells at the eleventh hour on Remembrance Day 2018. Guyana’s 
last surviving World War One Veteran, Gershom Browne, was up to the very end of his long life, going to 
the Cenotaph in Georgetown on Remembrance Day, and laying wreaths. He created history by being the 
only (so far) Guyanese to write a first book at age 100. The book entitled, “A history of Bagotville”, was 
about his hometown on the West Bank Demerara. 

In his address to the veterans and guests at the Guyana Veterans Association Headquarters on 
Carifesta Avenue in Georgetown, the British High Commissioner to Guyana, Greg Quinn, stated that, “The 
UK government, through the Royal Commonwealth Ex-Service League, will be providing funding to ensure 
additional support to 7,000 Commonwealth Veterans and their widows from some 30 countries, including 
Guyana”. 

The High Commissioner further told the story of one of the heroes of the Second World War, 
Guyanese Cy Grant, who was born at Betertverwagting on November 8, 1918, on the East Coast Demerara 
and spent some of his boyhood years at New Amsterdam in Berbice. Grant joined the Royal Air Force 
(RAF) in 1941, as one of  500 men recruited from the Caribbean as aircrew. “Cy was commissioned as an 
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officer and joined the 103 Squadron as a Navigator based at the RAF Elsham Wolds in Linkinshire, and was 
one of a seven-man Lancaster Bomber crew”, the High Commissioner revealed to the audience. 

Continuing the gripping story of the Guyanese hero, Quinn said, ‘In 1943, Cy Grant was on a 
mission as part of The Battle of the Ruhr and was shot down over The Netherlands. He parachuted to 
safety, but was captured and imprisoned in Stalag Luft lll where he spent the next two years before being 
liberated in 1945.”The British High Commissioner pointed out that, “Cy contributed to the defeat of the 
Nazis in ways which few of us here can really understand”, prompting a listener to remark, “Guyana, 
where are your heroes?” 

After he was demobbed, Cy Grant went on to study and qualified as a Barrister-at-Law in 1950, 
and also had a very successful career as a singer and movie star. On his last visit to his homeland in 1972, 
Cy Grant did a concert at the Theatre Guild Playhouse in Kingston, Georgetown, where he sang many well-
loved Folk songs among others as he accompanied himself on the guitar. I have to mention that I was one 
of the star-struck members of his audience that memorable evening. I later visited with him at his London 
home in England in 1982. Another internationally known Guyanese who served in the RAF during World 
War ll, was the Teacher, Diplomat, and author of “To Sir, With Love”, and other best-selling books, E.R 
Braithwaite. 

It would be of interest to know that Cy Grant passed away at age 90, Gershom Brown at age 102 
and E.R Braithwaite at age 104. They and all Veterans, must always be remembered for the service they 
gave to help maintain the Freedom we enjoy, not only on Remembrance Day. 

Jeremy Peretz is the 2018 winner of the GIHR Journal Prize. 
 
The Guyana Institute of Historical Research invites all interested 
researchers to submit articles to the GIHR Journal.  A prize will be 
awarded in 2019, to one of the submissions.  Article must be 
refereed. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Cleaning. 
2. Employment 
3. Event planning 
 
Like and share Yahweh services Guyana on face book  
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President David Granger: A cancer patient 

 
While in Cuba, President Granger was diagnosed with Non- Hodgkins Lymphoma after an intensive series 
of tests by specialist doctors at the Centro de Investigaciones Medico Quirugicas (CIMEQ) in Havana.  What 
is non-hodgkins lymphoma? 
Lymphoma is a form of cancer that develops in the lymphatic system. There are many types of lymphoma, 
but they are usually separated into two main categories: Hodgkin’s lymphoma and non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. Life expectancy in people with lymphoma depends on the type of lymphoma as well as other 
factors. 
Onset 
Lymphoma develops in the lymphatic system, which is the part of the immune system responsible for 
protecting the body from viruses, bacteria and other harmful intrusions. When immune system cells begin 
to grow and multiply too rapidly, lymphoma may result. 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma is marked by lymphatic system cells that grow too rapidly or in an abnormal fashion. 
They may then spread beyond the lymphatic system, eventually impairing the body’s ability to fight off 
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infection. So far, the causes of this type of lymphoma are unknown. However, the development of 
abnormal B cells--lymph cells that help to fight infection--seems to be a key factor. 
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma is another type of cancer that develops in the lymphatic system. This type of 
lymphoma is marked by tumors that grow from white blood cells called lymphocytes. According to the 
Mayo Clinic, people are five times more likely to develop this type of lymphoma than Hodgkin’s disease. 
So far, no one knows what stimulates the lymphocytes into abnormal growth. 

 
 

Quotes of the President of Guyana 
1. “I think my illness, although personally unfortunate, has brought forth a response by the 

Guyanese public, not to a politician, not to a political leader, but to a national President. I think 
they feel the presidency is what is being jeopardised by this threat to my health and I think what 
I have seen so far, both privately and publicly, are favourable national concern that the Head of 
State, whomever he may be, should enjoy the best health.” 

2. The ‘good life’ involves eliminating extreme poverty and removing social, ethnic and geographic 
inequalities. The ultimate indicators of the good life are happy communities, happy households 
and happy people. 

3. Your government has prioritized educational access, attendance and achievement. The Public 
Education Transport Service (PETS) (popularly known as the ‘Three Bs’ Initiative) was born out of 
the recognition that many parents found it costly to send their children to school. The Service has 
distributed 1,254 bicycles, 28 buses and 9 boats. The Service is saving parents money and, more 
important, it is getting our children to school without expending a dollar from the government 
coffers. 

4. “We have never been more cohesive, more purposeful, than we have been in these last few 
weeks,” 
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Smith Memorial Congregational Church Celebrates 
175 Years November 25, 2018 

by Francis Quamina Farrier 

 
Smith Memorial Congregational Church Brickdam, Georgetown 

 
We keep hearing from time to time, that “Bad News Sells”, but the kind of responses I have been receiving 
over the years with the many “Feel Good Stories” which I’ve been producing, it seems somehow to negate 
that often-times statement about the bad news being good for business. 
Anyway, here’s another “feel good story” from me; it’s about the 175th. Anniversary of the Smith 
Memorial Congregational Church, located on Brickdam in Georgetown. Today, November 25, 2018, there 
is a special service at that iconic wooden church, at which Pastor Loris Heywood of the Bethel Mission 
Chapel on Camp Street, Georgetown, is scheduled to deliver the special anniversary sermon.   
Speaking with me last week, Retired Judge, Pastor Oslyn Small, who is the Senior pastor at Smith Memorial 
Church, related some of the inspiring history of the church from its inception, which was during the period 
of slavery in the Guianas and elsewhere in the Western Hemisphere. 
Those were the days when English, Scots, Irish and others of Faith left family, friends and country, and 
travelled on ships for weeks, south west across the Atlantic ocean, to the South American colony to spread 
the Gospel. One was the Reverend John Wray, who preceded the Reverend John Smith to Demerara in 
the early 1800s. When John Wray was transferred to the equally historic Mission Chapel Congregational 
church in New Amsterdam, Berbice, John Smith was sent by the London Missionary Society from England 
to Demerara to minister at the Bethel Chapel which was located at Le Resouvenir on the East Coast 
Demerara. 
The arrival of John Smith to Demerara, in February 1817, was two years after John Wray was sent to 
Berbice, and during the ensuing two years, it was the enslaved African, Quamina, who as the Senior 
Deacon at Bethel Chapel, efficiently took care of the affairs of the church at Le Resouvenir and ministered 
to the faithful. That is something which many Guyanese of today are unaware of; the fact that someone 
who was enslaved, had the leadership abilities to keep the faith and the followers as motivated and 
disciplined, as any highly trained and qualified free man from a developed country. 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/smith-s-memorial.jpg
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At that period of slavery in the Western Hemisphere, it was a crime for anyone to teach an 
enslaved person to read. Both John Wray and John Smith responded with civil disobedience and broke 
that law, and gave English lessons to the enslaved Africans. A situation developed which lead to the well-
known 1823 East Coast Demerara Slave revolt. That resulted with the murder of Deacon Quamina, and 
the arrest and imprisonment of John Smith, who was condemned to death for the part he played in the 
revolt which had resulted in the deaths of many slaves and slave-owners as well as some Malita men. 

John Smith died in prison while on Death Row. He was buried at a small cemetery just west of 
where the St. Phillip’s Anglican Church is located. On November 24, 1843, exactly 20 years after the date 
on which the Reverend John Smith was sentenced to death, Smith Memorial Congregational Church was 
opened and dedicated as a tribute to his work and suffering to spread the gospel – the good news – of 
the Holy Bible the enslaved Africans in Demerara were taught to read. The Reverend John Smith has since 
been referred to as “The Demerara Martyr”. A bronze bust of him which was on display for many years in 
the front of the church on Brickdam, was removed by a person or persons during the early 1990s, and has 
never been seen again. 

During more recent years, many notable Guyanese have been members of Smith Memorial. 
They include the late Minister of government Dr. Kenneth King and the late Headmistress of the Bishops’ 
High School, Carmen Jervis, who wrote a book on the History the The Bishops’ High School. Also a member 
of the church, Englishman Hawley Bryant who spent many years in British Guiana, is buried in the front of 
the church, and like Carmen Jervis,  Hawley Bryant was an educator and composer, and composed some 
of Guyana’s best-loved patriotic songs, such as “Song of Guyana’s Children”. At present, the oldest living 
member of the church is 104 year old Cathlyn Headley. 
A few months ago, the building of a new manse just west of the church commenced. It is being constructed 
in concrete and will replace the demolished wooden manse which had been there for many decades. 
Editor’s Note: All Photos below were taken by Francis Q. Farrier. 

 
Rev. Pastor Oslyn Small 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/pastor-osyln-small.jpg
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Seon Greaves with his wife 
Latoya and their two children 
after Sunday Service at Smith 
Memorial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The tomb of Englishman Haley Bryan in 
the forecourt of the Smith Memorial 
church on Brickdam, Georgetown. Note 
the pedestal in the background from 
which the bronze bust of Smith was 
stolen in the 1990s. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Smith Memorial 
Congregational Church on 
Brickdam, and the new 
manse in construction 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/img_5962.jpg
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Guyana: Jonestown tragedy remains a cautionary tale 40 years later 

By Mohamed Hamaludin 
Jonestown was in the Northwest District of Guyana, located between Port Kaituma and Matthews 
Ridge. 

 
I don’t believe I ever met the Rev. Jim Jones in person but the story of the man who established 
the Peoples Temple of Love in Indiana in 1955, relocated his followers to a South American jungle, then 
led more than 950 men, women and children to their deaths on Saturday, Nov. 18, 1978, continues to 
haunt me 40 years later. 
Claiming political and media persecution, Jones moved his followers — more than three in four African 
American — from San Francisco to my native Guyana, believing it to be among the safest places for 
radiation fallout in the supposedly coming nuclear war. The Guyana government, fearing invasion by 
nearby Venezuela over a border dispute, saw advantage in having an American presence in the disputed 
territory.       
Jones chose the Port Kaituma area about 120 miles from Georgetown, where he and his followers carved 
out a settlement, Jonestown, accessible mainly  by a seven-mile dirt road leading to a small dirt airstrip. 
They built homes and cultivated produce under the Peoples Temple Agricultural Project.  Jones also 
maintained a base at a house in Georgetown, where a small number of his followers, including his only 
natural son, Stephan, lived, and another in San Francisco, all linked by shortwave radio. 
Jungle utopia 
His hopes for a jungle utopia freed from the world seemed on the way to being fulfilled. But he could not 
escape his past in California, where the media widely believed the Peoples Temple was not a church but 
a cult. The illusion was shattered when Leo Ryan, a California congressman, went calling. Ryan’s legislative 
counsel, Jackie Speier, told Roll Call that her boss wanted to check first-hand into constituents’ complaint 
that all was not well in Jonestown. He led a 24-person delegation to Guyana that included Speier and a 
handful of journalists and, after keeping him waiting two days, Jones approved the visit which took place 
on Friday, Nov. 17, 1978. 
I was the Guyana reporter for the now defunct Caribbean News Agency (CANA) and more than eager to 
cover this big story. Speier gave the OK but, at the last minute, I was bumped from the plane to make way 
for a Guyana government information officer. 
The next time I heard of Ryan was in a phone call from my editor, Hubert Williams, in Barbados, early that 
Sunday morning — when I was battling the flu and a high fever. Williams explained that the State 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/map-of-guyana-northwest.jpg


16 
 

Department had issued a statement saying that Ryan and several members of his delegation had been 
killed. 
I would not sleep for the next 72 hours. 
After the killings, the government sealed off the settlement because of reports, which turned out to be 
false, that an armed team from Jonestown was on the loose. It was not until the next day that journalists 
were allowed in. The late Shirley Field-Ridley, then Minister of Information, picked me as the pool reporter 
to write stories for the Caribbean media and Charles Krouse, then with The Washington Post, for the 
international press. We arrived to a scene not exactly out of a horror movie and not bloody but one filled 
still with the silent kind of horror that takes some time to sink in, with even greater effect. 
Deadly concoction 
In front of me lay the bodies of, it would emerge, more than 950 men and women and including 300 
children, some stacked more than four deep. A man and a woman lay face down, their arms stretched 
across a child.  I saw Jim Jones – for the first time, I believe – on his back, a bullet wound to the temple, a 
handgun close by. Near the steps of their makeshift temple lay his wife Marceline. 
Not far off stood an oil drum, cut in half, that still contained what turned out to be a deadly concoction of 
fruit drink laced with cyanide and anti-anxiety drugs. Later reports indicated the adults first squirted it 
into the mouths of the very young before drinking the poison. People magazine reported this June that 
defectors said Jones coaxed his followers to drink, admitting the brew contained cyanide but adding, “It’s 
not going to taste bad.” It is still not certain whether they were forced to do so at gunpoint in a mass 
murder or collectively agreed to mass suicide. 
Jones was the only one among the dead who was shot but a few young women “aides” were found with 
shotgun wounds in one of the houses, according to those who saw them. The fact that the gun was a short 
distance from Jones’ body still fuels speculation that he was killed. 
An open leather briefcase lay on the ground full of American passports, now in police custody. 
I walked among the dead for a while and then just sat down on a tree stump and gazed in disbelief as I 
pondered on what in the psyche of some human beings would lead to this. 
First byline 
The government sent a smaller plane for the return trip and some of us had to wait until the morning but 
Krouse made it out.  I spent the night at a nearby police station, where I was allowed to use the radio to 
file my story. I dictated it to my wife Enid at our home because the radio could not reach Barbados, where 
my editor was based. She then phoned it to him. So while Krouse was still in the air, I was getting the first 
byline on a story that was of worldwide interest. 
Larry Layton, a Jonestown member, was being held in a cell just below the sleeping area and he ranted at 
the top of his voice the entire night, so I did not get to interview him. But, the next morning, I met and 
interviewed the only other immediate survivors, both elderly African Americans — a woman who told me 
she slept through the chaos of the night before and  a man who said as Jones was persuading his followers 
that death was the only way out, he unobtrusively slipped away and hid in a dugout. 
I also interviewed the district medical officer, who had rushed to the scene. He read off to me a list of 
powerful drugs found in the settlement that were most likely used to keep the people sedated and also 
to make the deadly mixture in the half-drum. 
By the time I was back in Georgetown, the story was being pieced together further. Speier recalled in the 
Roll Call story published on Nov. 18, 2015, that at Jonestown Ryan and his delegation were treated to 
entertainment while Jones’ followers were being interviewed. She said someone surreptitiously passed a 
note to NBC News reporter Don Harris which said some wanted to leave. Any façade of normalcy began 
to collapse but all was not yet lost. 
Revolutionary death 
Jones said anyone wanting to leave was free to do so and they were driven with Ryan and his team to the 
airstrip. They would need two flights to take them all. Speier recalled that as she was getting people on 
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board the first plane, a Guyanese child ran up to her. (Several dozen of them were in Jonestown to attend 
the school which Jones ran.) As Speier was trying to coax the child to leave, she said, a tractor-trailer drove 
up and shooting began at point blank range. “People ran into the bush. I followed Ryan under the plane 
and hid under one of the wheels,” she said. 
Ryan, shot in the head, Harris and three others were dead. Speier was hit five times, spent two months in 
hospital and underwent 10 surgeries. 
Later news reports filled in the blanks. Ryan had seemed impressed with Jonestown even after several 
members wanted to leave. But a Jonestown follower lunged at him with a knife and cut him in the arm. 
The damage was done; an attempt was made on a congressman’s life. 
Jones evidently realized this and prepared his followers for the worst. Some reports said while Ryan and 
his delegation and the defectors were on the way to the airstrip, he called his followers to the meeting 
place and told them he prayed for a miracle and Ryan’s plane would fall out of the sky. 
Apparently a handgun was hidden under a seat behind the pilot and Layton reportedly was to sit there 
and shoot him, causing the plane to crash. But the gun was discovered and Layton was apprehended. 
Jones then went into his final sermon.  People magazine reported survivors as saying he saw death as a 
“revolutionary” act and that, “If we can’t live in peace, then let’s die in peace.” 
Soviet embassy 
Jones dispatched a hit squad which shot Ryan and others. In the Georgetown location, on receiving a kill 
code, a mother had another follower slit the throats of her two daughters while she held them down and 
then herself. 
Survivors Tim Carter, then 30, and his brother Mike Carter, 20, and  Mike Prokes, 31, helped me 
understand further what happened. A Jones aide, Maria Katsaris, had instructed them to take a briefcase 
containing an estimated $500,000 and “two or three notes” to the Soviet embassy in Georgetown. That 
opened another intriguing angle to the tragedy. Apparently Jones was worried that the Guyana 
government planned to expel him and he was planning to relocate, once again, this time to the then Soviet 
Union. 
The Carters and Prokes eventually encountered a policeman, who took them into custody, and they finally 
ended up at a Georgetown hotel. 
“I don’t know how history would judge Jim Jones,” Tim Carter told me at the time. “What happened was 
grotesque, totally unnecessary and a waste. But the story of Peoples Temple is such a complex one, so 
many different variables involved, leading to this final act of insanity.” 
Mike Carter blamed “isolation” for the tragedy, saying it was one of its main weaknesses.  Tim agreed: 
“Jones so isolated himself that he lost his perspective.” 
Prokes said Jones had been making a genuine effort to create something worthwhile but it failed because 
of “a conspiracy” to destroy him and his movement. 
Immeasurable grief 
The three men said none of Jones’ followers expected to die. “There is 60,000 board feet of lumber now 
lying on the Port Kaituma dock,” said Tim. “You don’t order 60,000 board feet of lumber if you are going 
to die.” 
 “You don’t spend $7 million on a project, a model community, and then kill yourself,” Prokes added. 
By the end, 50 cottages had been built, with seven couples living in each, and plans to construct another 
150, eventually having only two couples per house. 
 The Carters and Prokes told of immeasurable grief as they got ready to carry out their mission. Tim Carter 
said as he went to say goodbye to his wife Gloria, “She was kneeling on the ground and she was holding 
our son and I saw tears flowing down her cheeks. I don’t know, I can’t imagine, what was going through 
her head. I came up to her and looked down and said, ‘Our son is dead.’ I leaned over and hugged her and 
said, ‘I love you so much. I love you. I love you. I love you.” Gloria then went into convulsions and fell next 
to their 18-month-old child. 
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Mike Carter said his wife Jocelyn, 20, and their 15-month-old daughter also died. So too did the Carters’ 
sister Terry and  Prokes’ adopted son Randy, 3. 
Jonestown finally ended for Prokes in a Modesto, Calif., hotel four months later. According to the 
website Alternative Considerations of Jonestown & Peoples Temple, maintained by San Diego State 
University,  he called a press conference, read a statement, went into the bathroom, closed the door, 
turned on the faucet and shot himself in the head. 
  A note found next to Prokes’ body read, “Don’t accept anyone’s analysis or hypothesis that this was the 
result of despondency over Jonestown. I could live and cope with despondency. Nor was it an act of a 
‘disturbed’ or ‘programmed’ mind – in case anyone tries to pass it off as that. The fact is that a person can 
rationally choose to die for reasons that are just, and that’s just what I did. If my death doesn’t prompt 
another look at what brought about the end of Jonestown, then life wasn’t worth living anyway.” 
Possible CIA involvement 
Speier told Roll Call that the State Department should have paid more attention to Jonestown, especially 
after Layton’s sister Debbie, who fled the settlement, told the U.S. embassy in Georgetown that there 
were problems at the settlement. 
Speier added, “There were some that had suggested that the CIA was somehow involved and they didn’t 
want that to be exposed.”  I too had heard similar speculation. Speier, who was elected to Ryan’s 
congressional seat in 2008 and is on the House Intelligence Committee, said she requested the Jonestown 
documentation. “It does not appear that that was the case. And I don’t know,” she added. “But it does 
seem like it was mishandled on a number of levels.” 
Speier said the State Department “could benefit from doing a case study” of Jonestown, loosely quoting 
the Spanish philosopher George Santayana, “If you don’t learn from your mistakes, you’re condemned to 
repeat them” — which, ironically, was written in bold letters on a sign nailed to the Jonestown meeting 
place. 
I returned to Jonestown a week later. The produce garden was a bit less green and there was, ironically, 
a sign warning that fertilizer had been applied. A towering windmill still whirred overhead. Strewn around 
the settlement were hundreds of pieces of paper with expressions of affection for Jones written by his 
followers. 
The bodies still lay in the hot tropical sun, decomposing now as the Guyanese and American governments 
squabbled about responsibility for burying them, until they were eventually taken to now Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport to be flown to Dover Air Force Base. At the airport, I saw Jones for the second time, 
his body now in a crude box on which was scribbled “Jimmye Jones”. 
The American cult leader who fled San Francisco with his followers to escape perceived media persecution 
for a country he believed safe from radiation fallout in a coming nuclear war was on the way home. 
———— 
Mohamed Hamaludin is a Guyana-born journalist who  worked for several years at The Chronicle in the 
1970s and in the Cayman Islands and Turks and Caicos Islands before emigrating to the United States in 
1984 where he worked at The Miami Times, the Miami Herald and the South Florida Times.  Though 
now retired, he writes a commentary every two or three weeks for The South Florida Times in which the 
above feature first appeared. He may be reached at hamal1942@gmail.com. 
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Reporter’s 1978 account of deadly ambush, 

Jonestown tragedy 

By TIM REITERMAN - 
  
Forty years ago this week, a California congressman and a group of journalists traveled to South America 
to see Jonestown, a remote settlement created by an American church, and investigate reports of abuses 
of members. 
As the visitors prepared to return to the U.S., Peoples Temple gunmen ambushed them on a jungle airstrip, 
killing the congressman, Leo Ryan; three newsmen; and a church defector. The shooting triggered the 
mass murders and suicides in Jonestown of more than 900 people orchestrated by the Rev. Jim Jones. 
Then-San Francisco Examiner reporter Tim Reiterman was wounded in the airstrip shooting and flown to 
Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland, where he wrote the following eyewitness account. It appeared in 
the Examiner on Nov. 20, 1978, two days after the tragedy: 

 
Exclusive: Eyewitness account of massacre 
By Tim Reiterman, Examiner Staff Writer 
PORT KAITUMA, Guyana — “I feel sorry that we are being destroyed from within,” the Rev. Jim Jones had 
said as a tropical storm rained on the Peoples Temple pavilion. 
Jones had suffered a setback. Rep. Leo Ryan, D-San Mateo, had come to the temple’s agricultural project 
to determine whether the followers of Jones were free to leave the jungle settlement. And now some 
wanted to depart. 
We couldn’t know then that the grim little world of this sick man would shatter within hours, taking 
hundreds of his followers to their deaths. My companion, Examiner photographer Greg Robinson, would 
be murdered in an ambush. So would the congressman and three others. 
I wondered why it happened. My best guess is that Jones felt the press people weren’t fooled by the 
staged setup at the mission. After all, we had seen things we weren’t supposed to see. We demanded to 
see the locked buildings where some members lived in crowd, uncomfortable conditions. 
Jones wasn’t the same man. His handshake was weak. He was taking pain pills, and he said he was dying. 
None of it makes sense. All I can do is tell what I saw and heard. 
It began with a note smuggled to us from two members. The note said: “Please help us get out of 
Jonestown.” The list of defectors rapidly grew to at least 16. According to former members, Jones would 
not tolerate defections from the mission project and many of the church members considered those who 
leave to be traitors. 
At the end of Ryan’s two-day visit to the mission Saturday, a woman suddenly charged down a slippery 
boardwalk shouting at her husband, “I’ll kill you! I’ll kill you! Don’t take my baby!” 
An emotional tug-of-war ensued between a mother who wanted to stay and the father who wanted to 
go. Finally, attorneys for both Ryan and the temple decreed that the courtroom was the proper place to 
decide the custody issue. 
Though it was a stalemate, the incident intensified an already strained situation. Jones, who asked his 
followers to call him “Dad,” did not like to lose any of his “children.” He said he considered it a failing on 
his part when he did. 
Some scowling faces appeared in the windows that rainy afternoon, watching the defectors leave, some 
with trunks and others with little more than the clothes on their backs. 

https://apnews.com/08719a0375204841ba4efaa718b96dff
http://www.sfexaminer.com/
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All of us were falling and slipping through the mud around a six-wheel-drive dump truck that would take 
us (the congressional delegation, the press, the defectors and a group of concerned relatives of temple 
members) to the Port Kaituma airstrip. 
In minutes, the back of the truck was piled high with crates, suitcases, backpacks and people. Mud made 
the truck bed slick, so everyone clung to the sideboards. 
“Let’s go!” someone shouted, and the driver attempted to turn the truck around. The truck spun its wheels 
until a Caterpillar tractor tugged it into place for a downhill run. 
But before we could start out, we heard angry shouts. People raced over to the outdoor pavilion. 
A few of us jumped from the truck and ran over there. We got word that a temple member had grabbed 
the congressman, held a knife to his throat and told him he was going to slit it. Temple attorneys Charles 
Garry and Mark Lane, along with Ryan, subdued the man. 
We were turned back by Johnny Jones, Jim Jones’ stern-faced adopted black son. He said reporters would 
make the situation worse. 
A few minutes later a pale-looking Leo Ryan slogged through the mud with his briefcase, his powder blue 
shirt and pants stained with his assailant’s blood. He climbed aboard the truck and we took off. 
Ryan had planned to remain behind at the mission with several members who wished to return to the 
United States but couldn’t get seating on the planes. His unplanned departure left them alone. 
“They’re in deep trouble now,” observed one of the relatives who had accompanied us. 
During the bouncy ride out, former temple members said that one of the supposed defectors, Larry 
Layton, was a Jones loyalist and had been depressed. 
“Watch him,” those around him were told. “We think he’s got a gun. He’s too close to Jim Jones to leave.” 
A large poncho covered his belt area so no one knew for sure and no one challenged him. 
“I’m real happy to be getting out,” Layton volunteered, then lapsed into a stare. A while later, the young 
temple escort on the tailgate shook his head and said: “I don’t understand why they did it this way. They 
could leave any time they want.” 
It seemed the temple was generous: It willingly provided passports to those who wished to leave, and 
advanced $5,000 to help defray transportation costs. We’d also just seen the warm, cheerful embraces 
between some of those leaving and some who were staying. 
At the temple-exit guard post, the truck was halted. A black man with a “corn rows” hairstyle came up to 
the rear of the truck. Joining him was an older black man who fingered something in his right pocket. 
The younger man demanded that everyone in the truck move aside. He apparently was searching for his 
wife, who had carried away their child that morning, hoping to escape the settlement. But she wasn’t in 
the truck and the men left. 
When the truck was allowed to pass, we all breathed easier. Some had the distinct impression that the 
two were close to opening fire on the truck. 
As we rode onto the black gravel, jungle-bordered runway, a small six-passenger Cessna was parked to 
one side of the corrugated metal shack which served as the airport terminal. 
A second plane, a Guyana Airways 24-seater, was coming in for a landing. At the far end of the strip sat a 
yellow government plane. Its nose wheel had been broken the week before and four soldiers were 
guarding it with M-I6 rifles. 
As the larger plane landed, the temple truck, with several persons in the back, started to advance. 
Alongside it was a red tractor and trailer seen earlier at the mission. 
Some of those leaving the temple eyed the vehicles with suspicion. NBC reporter Don Harris said coolly: 
“I think we’re in for some trouble.” 
Seating assignments were chosen after Ryan briefed the press on the knife attack and credited Mark Lane 
with saving his life. Ryan clearly was in good spirits. 
He was within a few minutes and a few yards of accomplishing his goal: to get out temple members who 
were afraid to leave or possibly held against their will. 



21 
 

First the Cessna was filled, with Ryan frisking each boarder looking for guns and knives. Layton, who was 
insisting on taking the first plane, slipped to the other side of the plane before he could be frisked. When 
that was pointed out to Ryan, Layton contended he already had been frisked. Yet he submitted to a new 
search, then returned to his seat. 
Meanwhile, the tractor, with several men in the trailer, rolled toward the terminal shack and halted a 
short distance away. Quietly the men with the tractor motioned aside a group of curious Guyanese 
children and other bystanders. Some of the defectors told me later that the men in the trailer were 
members of Peoples Temple. 
“It looks like trouble,” I said to Greg Robinson, but he kept on shooting pictures. 
As rapidly as possible Jacqueline Speier was signing on passengers at the fool of the boarding ladder while 
a reporter helped her check for weapons. The closest thing to a law enforcement official — a pleasant 
young policeman with a pink shirt and a 16-gauge shotgun — was disarmed by temple members. 
Then, with heart-stopping suddenness, the first shot was fired. I didn’t see who fired the shot but the 
sound came from the tractor and trailer. 
A loud series of pops echoed across the field. 
“Hit the deck!” someone hollered as we scrambled over the gravel to the far side of the plane. I dropped 
to my belly. A bullet ripped through my left forearm. Another hit my wrist and knocked off my watch. 
They were shooting to kill, not just to stop us from leaving. 
Springing to my feet, I ran 40 yards across the runway. Volleys of shotgun, rifle and pistol fire kept coming. 
I dove headlong into the three-foot-tall grass. 
I crawled until I came to taller bushes and brambles, clawing my way into a pocket in the brush. 
I stopped and listened. The shots still were popping at an amazing clip. I could still hear the groaning and 
crying of the targets. 
Though I couldn’t see over the tall brush, I could hear the shots become less frequent. Then there were 
just a few. 
My arm was gushing blood so I stripped off my belt and pinched down the biggest wounds. 
I heard a few more shots and saw the tractor pull away. After they left, I crept out of the bush and saw 
five bodies around the plane. Other people were injured. 
Greg’s body was near the boarding steps with his camera bag and cameras scattered around him. There 
was a gaping wound in his shoulder and possibly his ribs. 
Ryan, his thick gray hair bloodied, was near the front of the plane. Harris, a Los Angeles-based NBC 
investigative reporter who covered the fall of Saigon and the Nicaragua rebellion, had been killed. It was 
Harris who had been contacted by the first two groups of temple members expressing a desire to leave. 
Also dead was Bob Brown, the NBC cameraman and the kind of guy who loved action stories. 
Patricia Parks had had her head shattered before her husband’s eyes. 
Five others were wounded seriously. Speier’s right leg had a gaping wound, and her arm was injured. NBC 
sound man Steve Sung had chunks of one arm blown away. Anthony Katsaris, brother of Jim Jones aide 
Maria Katsaris, was wounded in the chest. 
Vernon Gosney and Monica Bagby, the two temple members who asked for help in the note, also were 
seriously injured. 
After the massacre, Layton strolled back to the area. 
“He started firing at the front and missed the pilot,” said Dale Parks, who left the temple Saturday. “He 
hit Monica and Vern. He fired at me, but it misfired. I jumped up and fought for the gun. He went over the 
seats in a somersault and I flipped out of the plane with him. I got the gun. I tried to fire — but nothing 
happened.” 
Layton later was taken into custody by Guyanese authorities who seized a .38-caliber pistol and turned it 
over to U.S. Embassy officials. 
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By nightfall, the seriously wounded, some of them on litters provided by the community, were sheltered 
in army soldiers’ tents. The rest of us were accommodated in a private home. 
“We were so scared, too, man, that they’d do this to you,” said one of the people who took us in. 
Guyanese civilians set up a guard station for us, standing watch all night armed with only a shotgun, a 
machete and a long-bladed knife. More than a few bottles of rum were consumed or poured on wounds. 
We used curtains for bandages. 
Every loud sound put us on edge, with some wondering aloud: “Will they come back to finish us off?” 
The pilot had radioed for help after the shooting, but during the night the only thing we heard were more 
rumors about the imminent arrival of Guyanese troops and medical evacuation planes. 
During the long night, the temple defectors told us that all the horror stories about Jim Jones and the 
church were true. There had been underground boxes to punish the lazy; public beatings; drills where 
guns and bows and arrows were hauled out on call of “white knight,” and plans for mass suicides. 
Yesterday morning 100 Guyanese troops came by train from Matthews Ridge, walking the last several 
miles as a precaution against sabotage or attack. Then two Guyanese medical evacuation planes flew us 
to the capital city of Georgetown, where a U.S. Air Force C-141 took us to Andrews Air Force Base near 
Washington, D.C., stopping off on their way at the Roosevelt Roads Naval Base in Puerto Rico. 
Five were dead, five seriously wounded, five suffered relatively minor wounds, nine were unhurt, and six 
were believed lost or hiding in the dense underbrush along the Kaituma River. 
All these lives were wasted and I don’t know why. I keep remembering what Jones had said in the pavilion. 
“Destroyed,” he said, “from within …” 
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40 YEARS SINCE JONESTOWN  

 By Dmitri Allicock 

 
40 YEARS SINCE JONESTOWN 
[November 18, 1978] 
By Dmitri Allicock 
  
 Twas Guyana’s jungle on this day in November 
Horror of Jonestown, sorrowfully remembered 
Forty years since Jim Jones, a disciple of death 
And here, 914 people, drew their final breath 
. 
Drums of Kool- Aid drink, laced with cyanide., 
304 children murdered, horrific mass suicide 
U.S. Congressman and others shot, no shame 
Staccato of gunfire, brainwashed nuts to blame 
. 
Near Port Kaituma, in the land of sun and rain. 
Lawlessness of a state within a state, bloodstain 
America tragedy and those who allowed this cult 
Now Guyana will always carry this horrid insult 
. 
Forty years of time passed, the birds have flown 
I remember that day as one of the saddest known 
Jim Jones, The People’s Temple and I wonder why 
Haunting the heart of Guyana where songbirds fly. 
 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/jonestown.jpg
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GIHR News Family of the year 

Rev. Dr. Rodwell Alphonso Porter and, Mrs. Allison Teil 

Porter and Family. 

             
Rev. and Mrs. Alphoso Porter, are the 
leaders of the Church of the Nazarene, in 
Guyana, the Caribbean and, South America.   
They have children, Rawle, Mariella and, 
Shannon.  Rawle was recently awarded the 
MBA, Mariella is a university student, and 
Shannon is a graduate of the Bishops’ High 
School.  Rev. Dr. Porter   is the district 
superintendent of the Guyana 
Demerara/Essequibo District and the field 

strategy coordinator for the English Caribbean and Dutch Caribbean fields of the Mesoamerica Region, it 
seems that God, indeed, had something special in store for Alphonso: spiritual leadership.   In 2003, he 
was elected district superintendent, having proven himself in every other position on the district board 
over the years. In 2011, he accepted the role of field strategy coordinator, in which he overseas almost 
250 churches in 15 English-speaking countries. 
This spring, the Turks and Caicos Islands joined the field when it became the 159th nation in which the 
Church of the Nazarene is officially at work. Alphonso had previously listed the islands as the first of 10 
additional nations he wants the field to enter in the next 10 years through the Mesoamerica Region’s new 
Genesis strategy.   
Meanwhile, his greatest passion remains in the area of leadership development.   
“When I was pastoring, I invested my time in the youth leaders and church board. I depended on them. I 
see myself as always that I am working myself out of a job, I have to be preparing those to take over.” 
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Farewell Shurcina Hinds and, Stanley Cooke 

 

Head of the GIHR Conference Secretariat. 

Member of ACDA. 

May their souls rest in peace. 
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Guyana: Thieving and Corruption Now Part of National Culture 
By Ralph Ramkarran 
– By Ralph Ramkarran – Conversation Tree Blog 
(On behalf of this blog and its readers, I extend to President Granger best wishes for a speedy recovery). 

 
Ralph Ramkarran 
Firemen are first responders who are required to help and protect victims and their property. While 
purporting to do so, many fireman seize the opportunity to steal from victims. The stealing of property by 
firemen from the Fly Jamaica aircraft which had mechanical problems and landed with some difficulty at 
the CJIA, is a shameless and sickening disgrace. It was far more extensive than has been reported.    
In the past, burglars invaded my late parents’ home and stole a number of items. Four or five policemen 
came to investigate and as they were leaving, one of them swiped my father’s wristwatch from a table. 
Some years later, firemen entered the Cameron & Shepherd building in Avenue of the Republic, where I 
then worked and sill do. The top floor was on fire. After they left, all movable objects of value that could 
be fetched out had vanished. Long before then, criminal activity by members of the disciplined forces and 
corruption in the society had been simmering and growing. Corruption by prison officers has reached 
alarming proportions. Little of consequence was done by successive governments to stop the slide. The 
result is that it has now escalated by leaps and bounds throughout the country. Thieving and corruption 
are now part of the national culture. It includes murder in the course of robbery and paid killings, including 
by members of the disciplined forces. 
While corruption has always been present, the origin in its extent and current forms can be traced to the 
breakdown of our society in the 1970s and 1980s. Two factors influenced this trend, namely, rigged 
elections and economic disintegration. Later, in the 1990s, government spending on infrastructure rapidly 
increased from $2 billion to $20 billion a year, providing the basis for a rapid escalation, particularly in 
procurement and related areas. Soon, it engulfed every area of activity and spread its gnarled tentacles 
to every aspect of government and business activity. Nothing was done to stop it. The Government denied 
corruption, or its extent. Those who spoke up were sanctioned or victimized. I am a living example. 
In an address at a book launching in May this year, President Granger minimized corruption in 
Government, but sought to maximize it in the private sector. He described corruption in government as 
“a few crooked cops or revenue clerks who stretch their hands out for bribes.” The President did not say 
that this was the only corruption in government that occurs. But by characterizing it in this manner, he 
certainly created the impression that he thinks that it is minimal. This is not very far from the PPP/C 
Government’s refrain when denying corruption or its extent, to challenge anyone who spoke out to “prove 
it.” 
The President blamed the private sector for much of the corruption. He identified corrupt activities by the 
private sector as “bribery, contraband smuggling, clientelism, cronyism, fraud, graft, 
nepotism,….traffickers, gun-runners, money launderers,…..builders of fuel smuggling vessels, conspirators 
of importers and exporters of illegal drugs at unmonitored airstrips, gold and diamond smugglers, 
backtrackers and dodgers of NIS and Income Tax payments.” In much of this corruption, a government 
official or agency is the other party who benefits from it. The President indicated that the “antidote” for 
corruption in government is good governance, accountability and transparency, effective government 
policy, a regulatory framework, political stability and representative democracy and strong institutions 
such as the Public Procurement Commission, Integrity Commission and the Public Service 

http://conversationtree.gy/thieving-and-corruption-are-now-part-of-the-national-culture/#more-1765
https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/ralph-ramkarran.jpg
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Commission.  Where implemented, these policies have not been effective. In the meantime numerous 
incidents of corruption or bad governance and lack of transparency in government have been proven and 
remain unanswered. Government members and officers have shown contempt for the Integrity 
Commission. 
The increasing instances of bad governance exposed in the Auditor General’s reports, Guyana’s low 
ranking on Transparency International, the exposure of instances of corruption and/or bad governance 
and/or lack of transparency that have already been exposed, are all the evidence that is needed for proof 
that corruption is rife and is being tolerated. While this goes on, the small man – including firemen, other 
members of the disciplined services – will continue to struggle to become a real man, at other people’s 
expense. 
Guyanese may want to know if this awful stench of corruption, which most struggle to keep their nose 
above, is the state in which we will enter the oil era. Many institutions, including recently the World Bank, 
have warned in detail about the types of corruption to guard against in the oil industry. Former Prime 
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Ms. Kamla Persaud-Bissessar has also warned about it. Unless serious 
steps are taken, Guyanese are doomed to live in an oil producing country, in which a substantial portion 
of our oil revenue will be lost to corruption. It will be led by those in high and not so high places, in the 
private and public sectors. Like in so many countries that we read about where, despite oil, the Guyanese 
poor will be at the receiving end, and remain poor. 
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Honorary Doctorates 

Given his exceptional contribution to the field of journalism, communications and beyond, Kaieteur 

News founder and Publisher, Glenn Lall, was conferred with an Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy and 

Humane Letters.  The Honorary PhD was conferred on the Publisher by Pro-Chancellor of the Canadian 

International Chaplaincy Association (CICA) Dr. Devon Bannister. 

 

At Left: Kaieteur News Publisher Glenn Lall receives the Honorary 

Doctorate of Philosophy from CICA University Pro-Chancellor, Dr 

Devon Bannister 

Yesu Persaud 

Eddy Grant 

https://i0.wp.com/guyanainc.biz/wp-content/uploads/Glenn.jpg
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Laura George. 

Jairaj Sobhraj 

The University of Guyana for the first time conferred four honorary doctorates to distinguished Guyanese 
during its 52nd convocation ceremony held at the National Cultural Centre, Georgetown. 
The Chancellor, Professor Eon Harris, conferred Doctor of Letters to Eddy Grant for excellence in music 

and civic engagement, Yesu Persaud received iconic leadership in business and banking, Jairaj Sobhraj for 

excellence in entrepreneurship and philanthropy and Laura George for outstanding community 

development and advocacy. 
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Press Release 
Greetings. 
As a newspaper which claims to be “national,” the Express should be truthful and objective in its 
coverage of national events in Trinidad and Tobago (T&T). 
Readers have been observing that you have practically never published any news on the University of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s (UTT) restructuring exercise (downsizing) and its treatment (retrenchment) of 
employees (lecturers). 
The Express chose not report on the recent news that a UTT Professor was prevented from entering the 
graduation ceremony on Thursday. See https://newsday.co.tt/2018/11/16/utt-professor-barred-from-
graduation/The newspaper also refused to carry the news that UTT confessed that it did not complete a 
restructuring report before it retrenched 59 lecturers on May 11, 2018. See 
https://newsday.co.tt/2018/11/19/utt-restructuring-still-on-hold/FOIA investigations by social activist 
Devant Maharaj, through attorney Chelsea Stewart, revealed that the Express has been receiving the 
most advertising revenue from UTT over and above that of the two other dailies, the Guardian and the 
Newsday. 
Between September 2017 and August 2018, the Express cashed TT$1,253,763 in advertising revenue 
from UTT.  The Guardian received $701,283 and Newsday got $846,601. 
The Express cashed the most money (45%) from UTT compared to the Newsday (30%) and the Guardian 
(25%). The Express collected almost half of UTT’s budget spent on the three daily newspapers. 
Last Sunday (November 18, 2018), the Express was rewarded with a whopping EIGHT (8) pages of 
advertisements highlighting UTT’s graduation – eight full pages in full colour!!! The total advertising 
revenue for one day for one edition only was about $72,000. This excessive abuse of taxpayers’ money is 
being spent by UTT’s President Sarim Al Zubaidy mainly to promote himself in many of the photos!! The 
Guardian and Newsday received not a single page of advertisement from UTT last Sunday. 
Based on the foregoing data, the Express is clearly favourable to one of its big corporate clients by not 
reporting the turbulence that is taking place within the walls of the only national university in T&T. 
The Newsday and Guardian should be highly commended and patronised for reporting news on UTT 
from May 11, 2018 when 59 lecturers were retrenched. See, for example 
http://www4.guardian.co.tt/news/2018-05-17/utt-boss-gets-ultimatum-dismissed-workers-ready-cou 
A series of placard protests followed in front of UTT’s O’Meara and Valsayn campuses, the Ministry of 
Education, the Office of the Prime Minister, and the Prime Minister's Residence & Diplomatic Centre – 
none of which was covered by the Express. 
Florens Focke, Alexandra Niessen-Ruenzi and Stefan Ruenzi of the University of Mannheim in Germany 
published a relevant research paper in 2015 entitled “A Friendly Turn: Advertising Bias in the News 
Media.” 
They wrote: “Independence of the news press is one of the pillars of a functioning democracy. Ideally, 
newspapers and other media outlets should report truthfully and objectively about news items of 
interest to their readers, thus allowing them to make rational and unbiased decisions based on the 
information reported.” 
The Express editor seems to be clearly sacrificing important news items of interest in order to please a 
big corporate client. Readers must now ask, “For whom else is the Express sacrificing objectivity for a 
million dollars?” 
Sincerely, 
Dr Kumar Mahabir, Retrenched Assistant Professor 
University of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT) 
San Juan, Trinidad and Tobago 
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Call for Papers and Abstracts 
Guyana Institute of Historical Research Twelfth Conference, 29 June 2019 

The Guyana Institute of Historical Research will be hosting the twelfth research conference, on Saturday 
29 June, 2019.   The conference will be held from 08:30 hrs. to 14:00h hrs.  The Institute is pleased to 
call for submission Abstracts and Papers. 
The theme of the Conference is, Labour, military history and, migration.   The registration fees are: 
Early registration: $5,000.00 /US25.00 (For persons, who register on/offline between December 2018 
and, 28 June 2019.)   
Late registration fee: $10,000.00/US50.00 
Abstracts must be submitted, by 14 June 2019.  The early submission of your abstract, ensures, that it is 
included in the Book of Abstracts.  
Papers must be submitted by 22 June.   This will facilitate, the photocopying of papers for circulation, to 
all paid registered participants. 
For the 2019 conference, the committee will consider proposals on all aspects of the history of labour, 
military and migration, especially encouraging submissions that reflect on this year’s theme; 
submissions that focus on other topics will also be entertained by the Committee. Submissions of pre-
organized panels and roundtables are strongly encouraged. 
Panel, roundtable, and poster proposals will include the following information:  
Panel proposals must include a panel title and 300-word abstract summarizing the theme of the panel; 
paper title and a 300-word abstract for each paper proposed; and a one-page professional curriculum 
vitae for each panelist (including the chair and commentator). 
Roundtable proposals must include a roundtable title, a 300-word abstract summarizing the 
roundtable’s themes and points of discussion, and a one-page curriculum vitae for each participant 
(including the moderator, if any). 
Individual paper proposals are also welcome and must include a paper title, 300-word abstract of the 
paper, and one-page vita with contact information and email address. If accepted, individual papers will 
be assigned by the program committee to an appropriate panel with a chair and commentator.  
Volunteers, who wish to serve as chairs and commentators should send a one-page curriculum vitae to 
one of the following persons: 
GIHR Conference Affairs Director  Syndrene Harris -syndrene@yahoo.com 
Conference committee chairman  Tota Mangar -totamangar@gmail.com 
Registrar    Hazel Woolford –hazelwoolford@gmail.com 
Theme: Labour, military history and, migration 
1. Centenary of the registration of the BGLU (1919). 
a. Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow. 
b. Labor and Workplace.  
c. Worker's rights. 
2. Economic development in nineteenth century British Guiana. 
3. Poverty and unemployment. 
4. Centenary of the end of World War 1 (1914-1918). 
a. Guyanese and West Indian soldiers. 
b. Gershom O. Browne. 
c. Economic causes of World War 1 
d. Demographic and, political consequences of World War 1. 
5. Migration 
a. Windrush generation. 
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b. Racial inequality. 
c. Immigration policy 
d. North America 
e. Caribbean 
f. Middle East. 
6. Women, Gender and, politics. 
a. Amerindian women and politics. 
b. Women and local government.  
7. China in Africa. 
8. China in Guyana, Latin America, and the Caribbean. 
9. The legacy of Indian immigration. 
 
Tours are available for those persons, who arrive early. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

The following GIHR courses run from September to July.   They are available online, as well as in 
packages, for homestudy: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma in Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year                                            
Click, like and, share GIHR Face book, Guyana Institute of Historical Research Diploma in historical 
studies, History Online, and GIHR Montrose Academy pages.   
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Download, print and, email  

REGISTRATION FORM. 

Twelfth Conference of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research at the Arthur Chung Conference 

Center, Saturday, 29 June 2019   

Theme:  Labour, military history and, migration.           

Dr. []   Mr. [ ] Mrs. [ ]   Ms. [ ] Prof. [ ] 

Name:             

Address  __________________________________________________________   

                __________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: __________   (Home )  

                                      ____________________________(Office)  

                                      ____________________________(Cell)   

E-mail:  ____________________________________ 

Organisation:___________   ____________________  

Educator [ ] Post graduate student [ ] Researcher [x]   Administrator [x]  

Please submit a hard copy of your conference paper in the week of the conference for the conference 

secretariat to make multiple copies for distribution to registered participants.  If unable to do so, please 

bring additional copies and, the Conference secretariat will print the extra copies for distribution. 

Will you need a DVD / Video?  Yes [ ] No [ ]   

 

Early Registration fee:  $ 5,000  

Late Registration fee:   $ 10,000    

Cost of DVD:  $5,000.  

Please fill out this form or a photocopy completely and send it with your registration fee to: Guyana 

Institute of Historical Research, 106 Atlantic Gardens, Montrose, East Coast Demerara, Guyana. 

Contact person: Mrs. Hazel Woolford.    
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Registration form for exhibitors 
Twelfth  Annual  Conference of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research in the Conference room of 

the National Library,  Saturday 29 June 2019  

[Dr.]   Mr. [ ] Mrs. [ ] Ms. [ ]. 

2. Publishing House.  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Organization. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

6. E-mail address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. Telephone numbers: ………………………………………………………………. (Home) 

                                      ………………………………………………………………. (Office) 

                                     ……………………………………………………………….. ( Cell ) 

8. Requirements. 

 Please bring your tablecloth. 

 Please bring your banner. 

 Please have someone sit alongside your table. 

 Please report to the Exhibition coordinator.  

9. Will you need a DVD / Video of the conference proceedings?  Yes [  ]    No [  ].  

10. Registration fee: $3,000.00 

      Cost of the DVD:  $5,000.00 

Please fill out this form or a photocopy completely and, deliver in person with your registration fee to 

the Guyana Institute of Historical Research at 106, Atlantic Gardens, Montrose, East Coast Demerara, 

Guyana, or on the day of the conference to the Head of the Conference Secretariat. 

 Registration fee entitles participants to tea, lunch and afternoon snacks. 

 DVD provides complete recording of the conference.    

Participants are asked to leave the environment in the same way in which you found it.  
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