
The West Indian . DEC 24, 2018 . Page 32 www.thewestindianonline.com

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 

THE WEST INDIAN.

COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

West Indies Cricket and the Sobers Lament

We could talk until we turn blue. 
We could debate all night, and yes, 
since we are West Indians no one 
could win us in an argument. When it 
comes to cricket, we know the stories. 
As the liquids fl ow, we could recite 
the statistics from memory. West 
Indies beat England in 1950 at Lords, 
with those ‘pals of mine.’

We know about the 
exploits of the three 
‘W’s, the majesty of 
Sobers, the swagger 
of Richards, the 
improvisation of 
Kanhai, and the 
matchless motions 
of Holding and 
Marshall. In the 
1975 World Cup, 
when the wick-
ets were tumbling 
at Lords it was 
Lloyd and Kan-
hai that held the 
side together. We 
need to remind 
Stevan Riley that 
his ‘Fire in Baby-
lon’ shouldn’t only 
be about ‘black 
men winning in 
cricket.’ It should 
be about all na-
tionalities. There 
were brown men 
too and they ex-
celled. Kanhai, 
Kallicharran and 
Chanderpaul were 
once West Indies 
captains.   

Who can forget 
a pint-sized Alvin 
Kallicharran, barehead-
ed, but brimful with con-
fi dence, taking on Lillee? 
We know the glory days 
when cricket was king 
and West Indies were the 
monarchs. We ruled the 
roost for two decades, 
proud and confi dent that 
our reign would last for-
ever.

There is something 
else. We know that crick-
et is the glue that binds 
the English-speaking 
West Indies. There are 
scholars that speak of 
cricket as a liberating 
force, as an instrument 
that allowed us to be on 
equal terms with ‘mas-
sa’, if only for a few 
hours. The sociology of 
cricket will attract aca-
demia and thesis will be 
written about its capacity 
to eff ect change.

But all the talk about 

to play ‘the right way’ 
and that we should get 
the right kind of person 
that is prepared to give 
everything.

Unfortunately, it will 
take more than these to 
turn the corner. At the 
top of the reform list has 
to be cricket administra-
tion. The 2014 tour to 
India brought this out 
in dramatic fashion. The 
tour was called off  as a 
result of a pay dispute 
involving the West In-

dies Board and 
the players. The 
players and the 
Board blamed 
each other for 
the cancellation.

 Michael 
Holding said 
that, ‘I have nev-
er seen anything 
like this happen 
in the past and 
I do not under-
stand why the 
WICB have tak-
en this stance.’  

Fazeer Mohamed, who 
has been following 
cricket for many years, 
said that management is 
‘aligned to confrontation 
with the players.’ The top 
players simply decide to 
ply their talents in T20 
competitions in various 
countries. They seem to 
have little regard for the 
fortunes of the national 
team. The T20’s fi ll the 
need for competition and 
the money is good.

The fans are not 
fooled either. Gone are 
the days when they 
would line up at 4:00am 
to watch Test cricket. 
It is a national embar-
rassment to have Test 
cricket played in modern 
stadiums that are almost 
empty. The T20’s, on the 
other hand, see big atten-
dances and with mon-
ey rolling in the days 
of Test cricket could be 
numbered. When last did 
West Indies play a Test 
into the fi fth day?  

How then does one 
solve the problems that 
are ailing West Indies 
cricket? Fazeer Mo-
hamed suggests that ‘we 
have to be the architects 
of our own resurrection, 
in the same way we have 
been the architects of our 
own demise.’ This sug-
gestion was made over 
a year ago. The signs of 
resurrection are still ab-
sent and so are the archi-
tects.

The simple fi xes 
must include a coach-
ing program throughout 
the Caribbean that taps 
the talents of the young. 
No expense should be 
spared for supplies in the 
cricket academies. West 
Indies would do well to 
learn from England, In-
dia and Australia as to 
how cricket academies 
should be run. There are 
enough retired players in 
the West Indies to help 

coach the next batch of 
fast bowlers and bats-
men, once the will, the 
money, and the struc-
tures are in place.

We have lost the 
simple but meaningful 
rituals of cricket. Alvin 
Kallicharran idolizes 
Sir Garfi eld Sobers to 
this day and other play-
ers have their favorite 
heroes. The respect for 
our cricketers has waned 
in alarming fashion. In 
some countries, school-
children line up for the 
player’s autographs or 

to take selfi es. This is 
markedly absent in the 
Caribbean. The joy and 
sparkle that cricket once 
brought have ebbed and 
regular defeats have 
numbed the expectations 
of the region. A conclave 
on the way forward is ur-
gently needed.  

liberation, equality and 
capacity for self-expres-
sion wither into insig-
nifi cance on the fi eld of 

play. We are not winning 
anything. We can sing 
redemption songs but 
we can’t free ourselves 
from mental slavery, or 
any slavery, if there is no 
victory to celebrate. The 
best victory is the one we 
fashion ourselves and we 
have forgotten how to do 
it.

Bangladesh has just 
beaten us for the fi rst 
time in a home series. 
We might slip down the 
rankings but who really 
cares? Pass the dutchie 
and let’s talk about the 
time when West Indies 
toured Australia in 1960. 
That was cricket!

A proud member of 
that 1960 team is Sir 
Garfi eld Sobers. He is 
conscious of the legacy 
of Frank Worrell and the 
place of game in the re-
gion. Sobers also wants 

the team to do well, to 
return to the days when 
we were world champi-
ons. It is a long road to 
climb but with no clear 
strategy the team looks 
consigned to more de-
feats.

Sobers was so dis-
tressed by the non-per-
formance of the team that 
he was moved to tears. In 
a press conference in Sri 
Lanka he said, ‘I have al-
ways played for the West 
Indies teams and it was 

such a pleasure and joy 
to do what I did. Records 
meant nothing, the team 
was important.’

Sobers bemoaned the 
fact that altruism was 
lacking in the national 
team. He said, ‘I don’t 
think we have that kind 
of person in West Indies 
anymore who is quite 
prepared to play and to 
give it everything for 
their country.’ He con-
cluded that, ‘until we 
can get people to play 
for West Indies the right 
way, I think we are go-
ing to be struggling for 
a long time. Other coun-
tries are going to come 
and surpass us.’

As Bangladesh in-
fl icted defeat, some of 
the top West Indies play-
ers were in Asia playing 
for other teams. Sobers 
asked that we get people 

Alvin Kallicharran gives Sir Garfi eld Sobers a 
hug that shows his gratitude and respect

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine (center) with two of his favorite cricket-
ers, Sir Garfi eld Sobers and Joe Solomon.


