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Christmas is coming

_____________________________________________

Talks of constitutional reform and

shared governance are doing the rounds

again, in what have become sporadic and

less than straightforward discourses any-

time political power is believed to be

threatened or desire to be achieved. Re-

cent Local Government Elections have re-

ignited these discourses and with the up-

coming National and Regional Elections,

there will likely be more.

Citizens are being informed shared

governance is desired because it does not

exist, and this can only come through con-

stitutional reform. The pretense of its ab-

sence is the result of political leaders who

do not understand the concept as pre-

sented in the Guyana Constitution or lack

the will to implement it.

On the other hand, there is a call for

all the political parties to be included in

the Cabinet, which for the proponents

constitutes shared governance. There is

disagreement with this proposal, because

it doesn’t constitute shared governance,

but that of the political leaders ganging up

against the ordinary people.

Let’s for instance take the issue of Col-

By: Lincoln Lewis

‘Us’ versus ‘them’, constitutional reform & shared governance

lective Bargaining which is a constitution-

ally protected right for workers that are

unionised. Going back to Desmond

Hoyte, as Leader of the Opposition, when

the PPP/C government engaged in the

imposition of wages and salaries in the

public sector, there was loud condemna-

tion from the Opposition. As the PPP/C

continued this malpractice, the Opposi-

tion, during the leadership of Robert

Corbin and David Granger, remained vo-

cal in condemnation.

For the past three years, and it will

happen again this year, the David Granger/

Moses Nagamootoo government has

been engaging in the exact transgression

and violation they condemned the PPP/C

government for. Instructively, the PPP/C’s

silence on this matter is deafening, and this

can only be because the coalition’s

behaviour has signalled an act of kindred

spirit. The PPP knows that should it be

elected to office, the incumbent would

have no moral authority to condemn any

act of transgression or violation.

If the past is a prologue, given the

track record of some in government and

opposition, the ordinary folks can only en-

visage when these forces are put together,

in one Cabinet, what will happen to us.

They have already signalled their ava-

ricious appetite will come at the expense

of the people. They have secured for

themselves access to quality healthcare,

as the ordinary man remains deprived.

With remuneration packages that far ex-

ceed the common man and compete with

leaders in developed societies – a stan-

dard that will not be adversely affected in

retirement – they are set for life.

We must also be wary of the notion

that elected representatives are consid-

ered rulers. Rulers seldom    See page........8

Later this month a group of concerned

Guyanese will meet in Queens, New York

to explore the possibility of establishing a

political movement. This initiative, which

was proposed years previous has taken

on a sense of urgency following the No-

vember 2018, Local Government Elec-

tions (LGE).

For many political observers across

North America and elsewhere the LGE

poll results confirm what was debated in

private. The erosion of popular support

for APNU+AFC Coalition government if

left unresolved can give rise to conster-

nation in many quarters.

Moreover, the PPP/C success in sev-

eral key constituencies is problematic and

cannot be ignored or left unchallenged.

The electorate should ensure that come

2020, there is not another narrow elec-

tion victory for either of the two major

political parties.

A ‘Third Option’ with broad-based

support can enable citizens to experience

greater political and     See page..............2

A Political Movement

We are heading into the Christmas season with record spending because more

people have a larger disposable income. Many more than ever are working and the

stores have the Christmas paraphernalia and gifts to entice people to spend lavishly.

Businesses are looking forward to a booming turnover.

The real reason for the holiday is often ignored by those with the resources to

spoil themselves in a frenzy of shopping, partying, overeating and overspending. Many

with the resources or opportunities to indulge, remember the less fortunate who will

not even enjoy a Christmas dinner without community support.

Christmas is the birthday celebration of the Christ child. This event summons

Christians and all in society on December 25 each year to recognize and give thanks

for Christ’s very being. Although Christians celebrate Jesus’s birth on December 25

every year, most scholars have opined that he was not born on that day. They are of

the opinion that Jesus’s birth could not have taken place in December because the

shepherds could not have been abiding outside in fields during the (cold) winter.

They believe that the fathers of early Christianity have chosen December 25 to

celebrate Christ’s birthday for many reasons. One, it was tied to the end of the winter

season and the commencement of longer daylight hours in that part of the world.

Two, the sun was seen by early Christians as representing the light of Christ

entering the world. Hence, December 25 was popularized as the date for Christmas,

not because Christ was born on that day, but because it was already popular in pagan

religious festivals celebrating the sun.

However, theologians have contended that Christianity has outlasted the Pagan

religious festivities and Roman mythology and that the spirit of giving and sharing, and

to love thy neighbour as thyself, according to Christ’s command, remain  See page.........2
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________________________
The opposition People’s Progressive Party has tabled a

no confidence motion against the government. This is not really

surprising given that Opposition Leader Bharrat Jagdeo has been

sniping at the government ever since it assumed office.

The sniping began almost as soon as the 2015 election

results were declared. For starters, the People’s Progressive

Party contended that the elections were rigged. It moved to the

courts to prove its point. This matter by way of an elections

petition is still to be heard.

The PPP then began sniping at the economic performance

of the government. Scarcely a day went by without the opposi-

tion finding something to be critical about. Even when answers

were offered, as was the case of the Auditor General reports,

the opposition chose to rely on the incomplete information pro-

vided by the Auditor General.

One issue that attracted multiple criticisms for the govern-

ment was the contract signed by the government with

ExxonMobil. The fact that the contract was released was his-

torical. The opposition when it held the seat of government,

treated every contract as a private matter. The country was

kept in the dark.

Each contract was governed by what the then government

called confidentiality clauses.

The supposed flaws were detected in the contract and the

brouhaha became strident. As could be expected the opposi-

tion was largely silent, choosing to use its vocal supporters to

attack the contract. These attacks continued even when issues

were clarified. It mattered not that in many countries the con-

tracts were never released.

More recently, the opposition began to snipe at the foreign

reserves in the central bank. The criticism was that the then

government left a lot of money. The reality was that sugar was

on the decline; rice was not the foreign exchange earner it was

touted to be; and oil prices began a steady rise.

Bauxite had long since ceased to be a major foreign exchange

earner but there was gold, the mainstay of the economy for

almost a decade.

These are some of the issues that would come to the fore

during the no confidence motion when it is debated. And it will

be debated.

Opposition Leader Bharrat Jagdeo knows that he does

not have the number of seats to defeat the motion. However, in

a clever move, he tabled the motion when Leader of the House,

Moses Nagamootoo, was performing the duties of president.

Had the motion been debated, and had all the other members

been present, there would have been a deadlock. This is no

longer the case.

But at a recent press conference, Jagdeo said that it would

be a win-win situation. He said that he would be provided with

a platform to record all his criticisms. The multiple press con-

ferences would be nothing compared to what the parliamentary

debate would afford.

To cloak the drive for publicity, the Opposition Leader

said that he is likely to get two members of the government side

to vote with him. He knows that this is not a possibility.

Whatever the case, the public would be exposed to the charges

of incompetence. They would also be provided with answers

to every criticism.

The media would play an important role in disseminating

the information. As is the case of every aspect of the society,

the media is polarized. One section would promote the charges

made by the opposition, another would highlight the

government’s position.

Then there would be those that would attempt to be as

No confidence motion debate impartial as the owners would allow them to be. The debate

would be interesting

(Continued from cover page)   Christmas celebration. This is the

real reason for the season.

However, many churches in Guyana and around the world

are having a hard time competing with the parting and shopping

and the merrymaking that dominate the season. The reality is

that nothing is wrong with the partying and the shopping and the

gift-giving that we all enjoy at Christmas.

The churches would hope that the celebration of the birth

of Christ is indeed cause for festivity, joy and happiness but that

such celebration should not overshadow the sobriety, rever-

ence and worship. Christmas comes so quickly nowadays that

we tend to forget what it is all about. We need to fall in love

again with the magic, the mystery, the mythical and the factual

historical accounts of the birth of Jesus Christ 2,000 years ago.

Christmas in the Catholic world brings back memories of

the Christian tradition that has taken root in Guyana and else-

where with the singing of carols, the family get-togethers, the

cooking, cake baking, new curtains ( blinds), new furniture,

painting and varnishing of floors, gifts and the over-indulgence

of eating, drinking and partying.

So, Christmas is coming, and it really is the most wonder-

ful time of the year. With all the spending and all the good times

and all the best wishes that will go around, let us remember the

true meaning of the season.

A Caribbean Christmas is a joy to behold. It is a time when

the children enjoy the best of everything and when the parents

themselves become children. It is the time that people look for-

ward to whole year. They save just for the one day called Christ-

mas Day and when it is over they look forward to the next one.

____________________

Christmas is coming

(Continued from cover page) and economic stability. It may also

bring about a shift in the decades-old pattern of racialized vot-

ing as well as the way lawmakers approach governance of our

country.

The Movement for Racial Harmony and Democracy is firmly

committed to bring about a new political dynamism. It plans to

make government more accountable by exposing egregious mis-

management and corruption by elected (public) officials at all

levels. In addition, emphasis will be placed on combating public

lawlessness/moral decadence everywhere. For law and order

to prevail all citizens without exception must adhere to rules and

regulations.

This movement is premised on the notion of inspiring, mobi-

lizing and organizing Guyanese to achieve a Nation State that is

based on liberty, justice, equality and economic prosperity for

all. More succinctly, this is an avant garde movement that all

Guyanese home and abroad can rally around to advance public

policies. If you believe in a Free and Just Guyana, join us to

advocate for progressive economic and socio-political reforms.

Secure a brighter future for you/your posterity.

Save Guyana NOW!

A Political Movement

“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health of

himself and of his family.....”

GTCSJAD
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The Constitution
of Guyana makes
provision for the

President to deter-
mine the authority,
functions and pow-
ers of Ministers of
the government.

CSJADCSJADCSJADCSJADCSJAD calls for a
National Commission

to investigate

Racial UnityRacial UnityRacial UnityRacial UnityRacial Unity

The resources of
Guyana are better
spent on the eco-
nomic and social

progress of citizens.

By: Ruel Johnson

I am heartened to see that His Excel-

lency, President David Granger has re-

turned from successful medical treatment

overseas and is doing well. While we are

informed that his personal prognosis is

overwhelmingly positive, as unfortunately

happens in the wake of serious illness,

secondary maladies are revealed and

opportunistic infections arise, in this in-

stance not with regard to his person but

on the body politic of which he is the most

pivotal part.

With regard to opportunistic patholo-

gies, the not unpredictable manifestation

came in the form of Opposition Leader

Bharrat Jagdeo’s no confidence motion.

To not have been prepared for Mr.

Jagdeo is to be oblivious to two funda-

mental things.

The first is the basic intrinsically

adversarial nature of Guyana’s current

political system – as one peerless young

lawmaker so eloquently put it sixty years

ago during the 1958 budget debate,

“The duty on this side of the Chamber is

not to indulge in platitudes and promises

to support the government when any mea-

sure for the benefit of the country comes

up; that goes without saying. It is the main

duty of the “opposition”, as I see it, in

spite of the paranoiac tendencies of the

present Government, to expose every

flaw of Government and to show the

people where the Government has fallen

down.”

That was one of Mr. Jagdeo’s prede-

cessors as then Leader of the Opposi-

tion, Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham.

The second fundamental thing being ap-

parently ignored is the unique combina-

tion that Mr. Jagdeo embodies, one that

underlines a propensity towards the more

rabid extreme of that adversarial struc-

ture – Mr. Jagdeo is a figure with an un-

deniably historical role but who is himself

absent of any true sense of personal his-

toricity.

There are multiple proofs of this but

perhaps none as self-evident as his inabil-

ity to produce any representative opus of

his political philosophy, in direct contrast

to those who have so far occupied the

seat of executive president.

President Granger has written and

published extensively even before his po-

litical career, and Burnham, Hoyte, the

Jagans and even Donald Ramotar have –

with varying quality – added to a discern-

ible, published, thematically categorical

The political system needs a review

canon of presidential thought.

In contrast, Mr. Jagdeo’s promise to

relax, travel and write in his now abortive

retirement has not borne any documented

intellectual fruit.

Why this is important to note is that it

belies the fiction that Mr. Jagdeo is this

adversarial Goliath with whom the Coa-

lition has to struggle, a fiction in which he

is perpetually framed. What the Opposi-

tion leader is, when he is not a living,

breathing Ozymandias atop a fast sinking

pedestal in the centre of our current po-

litical desert, is that he is the enfant ter-

rible of our collectively created dysfunc-

tional history, the embodiment of our con-

genital bickering, pettiness, greed, tribal-

ism, cynicism and distrust of each other,

our self-inflicted sins made flesh.

In this, he is not at fault in the grand

sense; he is without true agency, the so-

cial equivalent of a natural phenomenon,

a combination of barometrical and eco-

logical circumstance, like the hurricane

that devastates an island.

Within our present sociopolitical land-

scape, some manifestation of Bharrat

Jagdeo would be inevitable were this one

no longer here.

As is often the case with such disas-

ters, we have before us the choices of

migration or mitigation. We have tried the

latter for the past half-century, putting up

temporary structures – the Carter formula,

tepid constitutional reform, the

Cummingsburg Accord – and we have

seen the critical limits of each in the wake

of subsequent storms, including the latest

onslaught from Mr. Jagdeo.

To return to the original metaphor,

complemented and agitated by the op-

portunistic pathology was the systemic

infirmity that was exposed in the

APNU+AFC administration. It makes no

practical sense for my purposes to add

further dimension to the diagnoses offered

on what other commentators have iden-

tified as the chronic condition of the Coa-

lition.

What I will say is that at this historical

juncture, we have an over-abundance of

evidence that our present political envi-

ronment is too precarious, too dysfunc-

tional, and too unstable as to be sustain-

able both at present and within the radi-

cal new future that awaits us.

This is where we have to move beyond

grand rhetoric and into direct, practical

solutions. I say nothing   See page..........12
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Guyana will realise greatness with diversity

It is important that people air their views so that we can

understand all the misconceptions and confusions that inform

the prejudices, which continue to exist.

The recent CCJ ruling on cross-dressing challenge did re-

mind the Government of Guyana that they are duty bound to

respect the human rights and dignity of all Guyanese, and not

just the majority who voted for them.

It is surprising that anyone would object to the Govern-

ment of Guyana’s affirmation of its duty to transgender, gay,

lesbian and bisexual citizens. All of the devout Christians, Hin-

dus or Muslims who do not like homosexuality and who voted

for either the APNU+AFC coalition or the PPP must have known

that both entities promised in their manifestos to not discrimi-

nate against any Guyanese because of their sexual orientation.

APNU+AFC said that they “recognise that Gender equality

is an intrinsic basic human right and are committed to eradicat-

ing all forms of gender bias and gender–based violence. We

commit to putting in place measures which will ensure that all

vulnerable groups in or society, including women, children, per-

sons with disabilities, rural and indigenous women, youth, the

elderly and the sick and those marginalised because of sexual

orientation are protected and not discriminated against.”

The PPP/C said they were “…building a country in which

no one should feel left out from development. We want to give

a good life to all citizens so that they can live with dignity and

security. As such, we aim to address the needs and meet the

expectations of all our people with particular concern for our

children, women, indigenous people, single parents and the vul-

nerable. We believe that all Guyanese must be free to make

choices and must not be discriminated against because of their

ethnicity, gender, religion or sexual orientation.”

While Ms. Jordan might be able to speak for the majority

of Christians and Muslims, it would be surprising if any Hindu

feels that any transgender citizen is deserving of any less rights

and dignity. Many Hindus might not know that Lord Rama, in

the Ramayana, acknowledges that there are more than male

and female in humanity.

In the Tulsidas Ramayana, (Sri Ramcharitmanasa), one of

the important parts is the dialogue between Lord Rama and

Kakbhusundi, where Lord Rama explains about the compas-

sion for devotees.

In the Uttarkanda, Doha 87, Lord Rama continues… “..be

it man, woman or ‘one lacking the characteristics of both’ or for

the matter of that, any living being whatsoever, of the animate or

the inanimate world, he who adores Me with all his being, giv-

ing up all guile is supremely dear to Me..” Many Hindus would

know all genders are equally divine.

Guyana’s greatness will be realised when we accept the

diversity in many ways including religious beliefs, ethnicity, sexual

orientation, gender expression and gender identity, and that we

work on ways to seek consensus as we realise our differences.

We have a lot of restoration work to heal from the vio-

lence of the colonisers who created the laws, culture, policies

and systems, which continue to divide us.

Vidyaratha Kissoon

It cannot have escaped attention that I have been critical

of the APNU+AFC’s administration from almost the inception;

after reading PNC Chairwoman Volda Lawrence’s recent state-

ments, I took the weekend to examine my own writings for

signs that I may be displaying unconscious bias based on my

ethnicity.

What I was looking for was empirical evidence of bias;

suffice to say that I am satisfied to say my writings are based on

logic and my penchant for pragmatism. Interestingly, what I

found as a byproduct of this introspective was that APNU+AFC

relies on anecdotal evidence for its formation of policy and ac-

tions, this approach would seem to be the reason for their char-

acteristically incomprehensible decisions.

I will offer a few examples to support my theory expressed

above.

In one of its first acts, APNU+AFC granted its top brass a

hefty 50% salary increase, the reason given by Minister of the

Presidency Joe Harmon was that this was done to avoid cor-

rupt practices by ministers of government. What was absent in

his explanation was any empirical evidence that this was true.

In fact, numerous studies have shown the opposite to be

true. “Rather than decrease petty corruption, the salary policy

significantly increased the police efforts to collect bribes” (Foltz,

J and Opoku-Agyemang K 2015).

Logic would dictate that corruption is a character flaw not

driven by economics; personal integrity is the solution to greed,

not higher salaries. The introduction of a 2 AM curfew ostensi-

bly “in the interest of citizens’ security and safety with the aim of

suppressing criminal and other offences.” (Ministry of Public

Security) was done without release of a single study or statistic

to support the reasoning. Three years on, and no evidence has

been provided for or against the policy, instead we are told it

has “support from women’s groups, religious groups and a num-

ber of other organizations”. In presenting a $300.7 Billion bud-

get for 2019, one that is double the amount of the largest PPP

administration budget, Minister Jordan makes an assumption of

increased 9% revenue collection to predict a $42 Billion deficit.

The tax base has shrunk by the loss of 30,000 jobs so far

under the APNU+AFC administration. Every single growth pre-

diction by Jordan has failed to materialize to date. Based on

this, I would suggest the evidence points to an even larger defi-

cit. We cannot plan for our nation’s future well-being by way of

political rhetoric. We examine election results by every imagin-

able voter demographic, have we ever done the same for the

taxpayer? Is it not time we examine who pays for the follies of

these ever increasing ‘Good Life’ budgets?

The APNU+AFC administration has become a caution-

ary tale, critical for all Guyanese; that while on opposition

benches in parliament , MPs should be doing the work of criti-

cal oversight of government policy , action and expenditure,

and in so doing learn the business of government and adminis-

tration.

APNU+AFC squandered their time on those benches,

choosing instead to make outlandish claims and wild accusa-

tions. Given the opportunity to govern, they were bereft of a

sensible basis for policy and action. The haphazard, unscientific

approach to governance is a direct result of the success they

had with their loud lies, they never learned the difference be-

tween politics and policy. Monies spent on Commissions of In-

quiry would have been better allocated to scientific study for

solutions to our problems.

Editorial Staff

Volda Lawrence is the Chairperson of the People’s Na-

tional Congress (PNC/R). She defeated the likes of Joseph

Harmon and the incumbent, Basil Williams.

She was addressing a forum of her party at Congress Place

but these days the most secret party activity is infiltrated. Some-

one in the meeting recorded Volda and made her address pub-

lic. The nation heard her say that her friends are PNC and the

first people she would give a job to would be PNC people.

Some immediately interpreted this to mean that she was

favouring Black people. Those making the accusation ignored

the fact that the People’s National Congress   See page..........,..8
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Minister of Social Cohesion is

interested in ‘on the ground’ ap-

proach to developing National Unity.

Guyana: The story of PepperpotGuyana: The story of PepperpotGuyana: The story of PepperpotGuyana: The story of PepperpotGuyana: The story of Pepperpot
By: Francis Quamina Farrier

              Tony Jones

Life is like a bouncing ball
with unpredictable

             highs and lows

One of Guyana’s popular National Dishes, is the Pepperpot,

which has its origins in the heart of the hinterlands where many

of Guyana’s Indigenous Peoples reside. For many Guyanese,

Pepperpot is prepared and consumed mainly at Christmas time,

while for others, it is enjoyed all year ’round..

For example, in most hinterland communities and also at

the Banks DIH Camp Street Quik Serv, located on the same

block with Citizens Bank, which prepares Pepperpot among

other dishes every Sunday morning, and the sessions are usu-

ally well patronized. Many of the customers turn up after at-

tending their Sunday Morning Service.       

While garlic pork and black cake among others are also

popular at Christmas time in Guyana, Pepperpot reigns supreme

among them, and that for many results in an enthusiastic, “Hoo-

ray!” Back in the day of Christmas in colonial British Guiana,

which is before the invention of the electric stove, folks on the

coastlands of the British colony, prepared their pepperpot some-

what like the Indigenous Peoples in the hinterland from whom

the dish was learnt. It was cooked over wood fires or in coalpots

fired with coals supplying the fuel. But that was a long time ago,

and even though the method of preparing Pepperpot has been

modernized using electric stoves and pressure pots, the basics

elements remain the same.

In Guyana’s North West District (now officially Region

One), and other hinterland regions such as the Cuyuni, the

Mazaruni and the Rupununi, the Cassava plant is wildly culti-

vated. The cassava is used to make casareep which is one of

the principal ingredients for making pepperpot. First, let’s pause

for a moment and consider the hard-working cassava farmers

who toil daily in sun and rain to tend their cassava farms. And as

a quick aside, I have to mention the healthy-looking cassava

plants which I saw at a farm at East Dangme in Ghana, while on

a recent visit to that West African country. One needs to be

reminded that although there is an impressive production of cas-

sava in our sister Commonwealth country, Ghana, there is no

Pepperpot available over there.

As we continue to think of those who make significant con-

tributions to our Christmas Pepperpot, let’s now consider the

women in Guyana who fetch the cassava for long distances from

the farms after the reaping, then grate and process the root crop

into the dark, molasses-like casareep. All that is just the begin-

ning of the process of making our Christmas Pepperpot; the

casareep being one of the principal ingredients. Casareep ac-

quired, then the other ingredients which include beef, veal, pork

and other meats such as “wile meat”. Those will have been ac-

quired as a result of other hard-working farmers and hunters;

mainly the men.

If the cooking process is done over a primitive fire or fire-

side, then one has to consider whose job it was to collect the

fire wood or coconut husks. If the pepperpot is cooked on a

modern electric stove, the manufacturer must be acknowledged,

So, too, those who work in Electricity Companies, toiling day

and night to ensure that the stove is functioning to produce the

fire which keeps the pot with the pepperpot, boiling, boiling,

boiling. And of course we must not forget those who manufac-

tured the pot; be it a regular pot, or a pressure pot. Even the

manufacturer of the big spoon which is used to stir the pot,

should not be ignored. Finally, the bowl or plate and cutlery into

which the finished pepperpot is placed, and which is lifted and

placed into our watering mouths, was the product of a manu-

facturer, who like all others who contributed to our Christmas

Pepperpot, must also be acknowledged.

If you are not a vegetarian, consider the many people who

have contributed to that special Indigenous Guyanese dish you

delve into at Christmas time, and especially when you request

or have yourself a second serving. There is a relatively new

calypso entitled, “Santa Looking for a Wife”, in which Santa

Claus is advised to come to the Caribbean where he will find

the best wife possible.

The suspicion is that the wife Santa will find most loving

and rewarding, is one who knows how to prepare a good

pepperpot, and teach him, too, how to do so, as well, and

together they will share out the toys to the good girls and boys,

and Pepperpot to the good Ladies and Gentlemen.

And as Santa goes from home to home in Guyana, and

with his jolly belly full of Christmas Pepperpot, he’ll be saying,

not just, “ho, ho, ho!”, but rather, HO, HO, HO!”, while on the

Radio we hear the classic Guyanese Christmas song by the Four

Lords, “Santa Claus on his way, Happy Christmas to you Dear,

Happy Holiday”.

I wish to draw attention to the impending no-confidence

motion which is scheduled to be debated and voted on, on Fri-

day December 21st.

Accompanying the no-confidence motion was a public call

by the Leader of the Opposition, in whose name the motion has

been moved, for it to be debated before Budget 2019 which

was presented on November 26th. It is my understanding from

inquiries that every date for the sitting of Parliament is fixed by

the government, even the day set aside for Opposition busi-

ness.

The 2019 Budget was concluded on December 14th, there-

fore a sitting of Parliament for the debate of the no-confidence

motion could’ve occurred on any other immediate, subsequent

day. It therefore boggles my mind as to why the APNU+AFC

coalition administration chose the final Friday before Christmas

Day.

As a concerned Guyanese, and one of Christian persua-

sion, I have to conclude that this government doesn’t have time

and place, and has no regard for people’s wellbeing. I further

say that it would appear that they are not family-oriented and

their attitude towards the Christian community is one of taking it

for granted since coming to power.

In closing, this insensitive action by the government must

be seen for what it is; further punishing Guyanese and spoiling

the mood. I strongly recommend that this government save some

face and use its majority to defer this sitting to the post-Christ-

mas period.

_____________________

By: Alvin Hamilton

Defer motion sitting to 2019
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    FACING THE FACTS      carlyle
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It’s time to govern the Nation

CSJAD Membership  is open to
Guyanese and their offspring.
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Guyanese see management of the
country’s resources through

different lens than most
of our Political Leaders

After the November sixth (mid-term) elections

(and its preceding campaign battles), —the Democratic Party

won the House by a consequential margin, and It picked up

quite a few Governorships.

* Both parties having accepted the results, should now be

prepared to put those electoral combats behind them, and set

out to work (co-operatively) for the good and benefit(s) of the

inhabitants of this country.

Both sides of the Aisle must now strive in Cooperation,

instead of abiding by traditional acts of competition....They must

seek to find common ground in serving us, and in laboring

to satisfy our needs, wants, ambitions and aspirations.

A hopeful and positive sign occurred on the day after the

election(Wednesday, November seventh), when the President,

the likely Speaker of the Democratic-Party’s controlled House—

Nancy Pelosi and the Senate’s (Republican) Majority Leader—

Mitch McConnell talked about working together in order to get

things done...(They talked to each other privately, then they

talked separately in public) about what they thought that they

could jointly work on, in order to make accomplishments for

the country’s inhabitants.

In summary, our elected Officials have to put country and

constituents above party considerations and loyalty.

Democrat-Ned Lamont who eked out a slim victory in the

Connecticut Governor’s race, has made an immediate plea for

National Unity, insisting “Labor, Business, Republicans and

Democrats need to work together, and row in the same direc-

tion, in order to solve America’s problems and challenges.”

Former Senator Joe Lieberman stressed “the reality of a

divided Congress conjures up painful thoughts of two more years

of fighting, rather than fixing; two more years of partisan acri-

mony; and two more years of gridlock, but it does not have to

be those ways, a split Congress could force the two parties to

work together and share responsibilities, once they have the

will to do so.”

I am suggesting that the Democratic-Party’s House while

maintaining oversight on the White House, has to avoid over-

reach; its Members have to be good beat cops without bringing

unnecessary charges; the members have to exercise care and

caution in their uses of investigations, as well as their use of

subpoena power.

Reporter-Maria Schultz stated “Democratic resistance to

President Trump is going to shift from rhetoric to reality in the

wake of the mid-term results...With the Democrats set to take

control of the House of Representatives next year, Trump will

suddenly find himself vulnerable to congressional investigations

and hearings on everything from his relationship with Russia to

his personal finances, including his tax returns and personal busi-

ness dealings.

      REMINDERS

As reminders to our Legislators, let me state that among

the things that potential voters asked for during the mid-term

elections’ campaigns, were:—

Protection and Preservation of the Affordable Care Act

(Obamacare) especially the articles pertaining to pre-existing

conditions, and the maintenance of children on their parents’

insurance policies;

Sensible gun-control laws in light of on-going mass-

shootings; attention to constituents’ pocket book issues; bet-

ter-paying jobs;

Greater availability of affordable housing; better financed,

better staffed, and better equipped schools; cheaper prescrip-

tion drugs; expanded Medicaid and Medicare coverage, espe-

cially to save rural hospitals.

...Talk-Show Host—Chuck Todd, who noted that imme-

diately after the mid-term elections were over, the President’s

repeated (Media/campaign) warnings which started on Octo-

ber 26th, about the approaching/invading caravan disap-

peared,—feels that priority had to be given to Immigration-

Reform which had to include settlement of the birther-issue; the

future status of anchor-babies; the treatment and accommoda-

tion of asylum-seekers; and border security.

In closing, while appealing to the elected-officials to get

down to meaningful work;-I also have to urge fellow-constitu-

ents to seek to ensure that their elected representatives are

working on their behalf(s) in areas like climate change and en-

vironmental-protection; divisions and polarization within the

American society; and attending to the destruction(s) that have

been caused by recent hurricanes, floods, and fires.

In particular—we from Guyana and the Caribbean, we-

nonwhite residents have to maintain advocacies and agitations

with our State and National Representatives in order to ensure

that our concerns and interests are being attended to.

************

After the sixth of November,

the mid-terms are now over,

Politics need to be smoother,

Congress can become healthier

Elected-Officials should work closer,

Even though it’s winter,

And we’re in the cold weather,

To make our lives better.

Guyan ese have to focus theirGuyan ese have to focus theirGuyan ese have to focus theirGuyan ese have to focus theirGuyan ese have to focus their
min ds on  effectivemin ds on  effectivemin ds on  effectivemin ds on  effectivemin ds on  effective
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Time will determin e Success.Time will determin e Success.Time will determin e Success.Time will determin e Success.Time will determin e Success.

The politics of justifying wrongs pose threats
to society and citizens’ well-being

Readers—please have an enjoyable Christ-

mas, and a prosperous New Year!



By: Dr. David Hinds

This past week I have been asked by a few people for my

view on the prospects of the Coalition at the next election. They

were all supporters who voted for the collection of parties, but

the results of the recently concluded LGE have caused them to

ask some serious questions about the ability of the coalition to

rally a majority of the electorate again.

There is anxiety about the leader’s health and the implica-

tions for intra-coalition stability and appeal to the wider elec-

torate. But above all, there are questions about the capacity of

the coalition to make up the deficit in time for 2020. They all

agreed that the LGE results have sent a chilling message that

has implications for who wins in 2020.

My honest feeling is that the coalition is up against it. I

think the leadership has finally got the message that they have

dropped the ball, but my sense is that there is no consensus on

how to regain it. I don’t think there is consensus on where,

when, how and why the ball was dropped in the first place.

I suspect there is a lot of finger-pointing and the attendant

blame game. There are also bound to be lots of suggestions on

what to do. This is to be expected, but in the end, it would not

lead to any serious self-critique on the part of the collective,

which is where I think the problem lies.

The coalition is a plural entity whose effectiveness should

ultimately lie in its capacity to engage in the praxis of shared

governance in its internal and external affairs. But its failure to

make good on that promise is one of the major reasons it lost its

way so quickly. In other words, the novelty of the coalition was

its implicit and explicit promise to move beyond one-party rule.

For the multi-ethnic masses who voted for the coalition, includ-

ing many within the majority African Guyanese constituency,

this promise was at the heart of their romance with the new

outfit.

Even if the PPP were not on board, at least there would be

shared governance among the others. Many of us felt that we

had finally reached that sweet point in our politics that would

open the door to a political solution and a new turn in our inde-

pendence journey.

But as we would soon found out, those who were en-

trusted to manage this transformation had other ideas, or per-

haps no ideas at all. They were collectively not interested in

transformation and perhaps incapable of summoning what it takes

to begin the process. This is the difficult self-critique that I doubt

would emanate from the leadership.

Already, we are hearing that Ministers would be summoned

to go into the communities. But as one of my close friends

asked—what are they going into the communities to tell the

people? You must have something to tell those people who in

three years moved from a high of elevated expectations to a

low of frustration and disdain.

Some of us very early in the tenure of the government

pointed out that we were in the presence of something historic—

that half of the electorate had given a group of parties a chance

to fix our badly battered independence—to mend our broken

heart, as Al Green memorably crooned not many moons ago.

David Granger was transformed into the man with a vision—a

political rock-star if ever there was one. But nobody in high

office listened or cared to listen. They settled down quickly into

the mode of being just another government. And that is where

they began to lose their supporters and their supporters began

to lose interest in them.

That’s where the ball was dropped. But the leaders never

noticed that they had no ball in hand, because they were too

busy soaking up the “balls” of power. The late Kwame Apata

captured this scenario in a poem called “Balls” which we used

to perform in Buxton in the 1970s.

So, now that it has been revealed that there is no ball in

hand, the challenge is where and how to locate it. I can tell you

it’s not in the inability of Ministers to go into the communities.

It’s not in Jagdeo’s hands. It’s not in voter apathy. It’s not in the

diaspora. It’s in the capacity or incapacity of the leadership to

craft a short-term message and strategy to convince the con-

stituencies which voted for the coalition in 2015 to come back

to the fold. And that’s where the challenge is. It has to be a

multi-pronged strategy and message.

There is need to convince that small but decisive Indian

Guyanese independent group to come back—an almost im-

possible task. That was the AFC constituency that it easily sur-

rendered. My “padnas,” Nagamootoo and Ramjattan preferred

the trappings of high power than the activism on the ground, the

policy interventions and the independent praxis within the coa-

lition that were needed to hold that group. They dropped that

ball like hot potato.

You were never going to hold that group by shying away

from going into the sugar communities and rapping to them about

sugar reform. You were never going to keep them by endorsing

every ugly move of the PNC wing of the coalition. You were

never going to keep them by avoiding serious groundings on

race and racial solidarity in a frank and open way. There was

need to talk to and nurture the independent Indian Guyanese

youth who are not “biologically” PPP.

There is need to convince Amerindians who voted for the

coalition to stay the course. But that doesn’t look good either.

There is no effective Amerindian-grounded party or leadership

within the coalition that is equipped to do that kind of work.

The new Amerindian party is going to split the anti-PPP

Amerindian vote.

For reasons which we would never discuss in polite com-

pany, any political entity perceived as African Guyanese would

always have the hardest time holding the political loyalty of that

section of the electorate. That is why the Coalition dropped the

ball when it projected itself as PNC and allowed itself to frame

as such. A PNC-led coalition was the sure way to lose your

Indian Guyanese and Amerindian constituencies.

Finally, there is need to convince African Guyanese inde-

pendents to give the coalition another look. This group is not

going to be swayed by anti-Jagdeo rhetoric or a few

infrastructural improvements. Much of this group is young and

they cut across socio-economic class. They exist among ven-

dors, teachers, public servants, students, entrepreneurs, the

unemployed and the Rastas. They understand the Black condi-

tion and knew exactly what they wanted this government to do

in that regard.

They were cynical about politics prior to the rise of APNU

and the Coalition, and they were the first to jump ship in the

post-2015 period. They do not get their political nourishment

from PNC orthodoxy. They are open to Power Sharing and

Multi-ethnicity. To win them back you have to get into their

minds and you have to come good. They are not going PPP, but

as they have shown in the past—check the WPA and the AFC

rise to prominence—they are open to new possibilities.

Can the Coalition recapture
its 2015 voting blocs?
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CSJAD condemns Violent Attacks against innocent civilians

 "Emancipate yourself from mental
slavery,"because"None but ourselves

can free our minds"

(Continued from cover page)  see themselves having to operate in

the interest of the masses and be held accountable by the people.

Putting all these men and women in the same Cabinet, given

their current conduct, they will make the colonial masters look

like angels. Be it the coalition or PPP government, none takes

kindly to their decisions being questioned or held to account.

Many who dare do this are aware they do so at their peril,

given that they are likely to be targeted.

So-called platitudes of becoming “united” and achieving a

“government of national unity” must give rise to cause for con-

cern. Who will tell who not to engage in corrupt practices, not

to violate the laws or trample on the citizens, and if any so

choose, isn’t it expected he/she will be excommunicated from

the fold? How could we the people prevent the making of de-

cisions to protect and advance the interest, first and foremost,

of the political class and having them concoct stories as to why

we must bear our chafe? This type of shared governance is a

recipe for entrenching poor governance.

For Guyana’s good, our politicians are better apart, watch-

ing the other like a hawk. The desire to get into office allows the

activating of the checks and balances in the governance sys-

tem. Even though at times action(s) could be considered self-

serving, such often result to the nation’s benefit, for we become

informed and could add our voices to what is taking place. In

our scenario, while the politicians’ pursuit may not be that of

good governance, the appetite to challenge and expose the other

create, the opportunity to demand its fostering.

If there is political will to achieve genuine shared gover-

nance, it must start with the current Constitution. Since 1980

there has been established three tiers of government, i.e. a form

of shared governance. It constitutes the sharing of political and

executive/administrative authority at the Central/National, Re-

gional and Local levels. From 1992, this has become more pro-

nounced in the regions and local authorities, and recently the

National Assembly, based on the control by and gains of vari-

ous political parties, groups or individuals.

Regional governance is still being denied its constitutional

autonomy due to the absence of required legislation and unwill-

ingness of the national political leaders to remove their

chokeholds over the regions. On one hand, the leadership in

Georgetown wants to dictate who must be the leaders within

the respective regions. On the other hand, Central Government

wants to determine the agenda of the regions, even when it has

little or no political control. This nation has seen where regions

are won by the opposition, resources have been denied the

people to develop their communities. Putting all the politicians

in the Cabinet will not solve this. Solving this requires respect-

ing the right to self-determination, including freedom of asso-

ciation and the electing of one’s leaders.

In 1999, Guyana went through another constitutional pro-

cess of reform. It was felt that rampant discrimination in the

management of the nation’s business and distribution of its re-

sources had come to a head and must be addressed. For sev-

eral months the input of stakeholders was solicited and received

in designing a system of governance that can be more inclusive

and relevant to our needs. This is evident in the seminal Article

13, along with others.

Ralph Ramkarran, who headed the Constitutional Reform

Commission, is one of the leading proponents for reform and

change in the governance structure. It would have been ex-

pected that as Chairman, he would have deemed it of import to

have the body of work that was developed and placed in the

Constitution be implemented through laws and other measures.

How can persons be intimately involved in conceptualising

and building structures, and without seeing to the reward of the

labour (mental and otherwise) find it more worthwhile carrying

the society down the proverbial rabbit hole. Are we becoming

a nation of mice, where characters of national prominence can

no longer stand up and defend beliefs embraced, even though

these remain relevant and just?

The talks about constitutional reform and shared gover-

nance are not buttressed by reasoned thinking. This is in large

part due to the absence of regard for the instrument, and the

recommendations made by the United Nations (UN), whose

input was solicited by the Coalition as to how to proceed. Ad-

ditional to the non-implementing of the recommendations by

the APNU+AFC, there seems to be scant regard for the UN,

evident in the disregard for the advice offered. Two of these are

the need for public education on the Constitution and proceed-

ing with reform in a deliberative manner.

Article 119A speaks to a Parliamentary Standing Com-

mittee for Constitutional Reform which is tasked with engaging

in review of the Constitution. Public education will bring

grassroots’ awareness as to what currently exists and how same

can benefit the citizens. Society must decide whether attitudes

are being informed by a serious desire to change our way of life

in an organised manner, capitalising on the demonisation of the

Constitution to play on fears, and/or considered a sexy topic

that will garner attention and hold no one accountable.

‘Us’ versus ‘them’, constitutional
reform & shared governance

____________________

Commentary
(Continued from page.....4)  has people of every ethnic group.

It is the same with the People’s Progressive Party. The

average man when he speaks about the PPP would conclude

that the name PPP connotes people of Indian ancestry. Nothing

could be further from the truth.

It is no secret that people who support the PNC have be-

come disgruntled. Their major grouse is that they have not been

given jobs. It is also no secret that these people are threatening

to withhold their votes come 2020.

  The just concluded local government elections featured a

low turnout at the polls for the parties that form the government.

Needless to say many interpreted this to mean that come 2020,

the PPP would win by a landslide. The leaders of the PNC are

saying, “Not so fast.”

That is why Volda had to inform her supporters that she

was keen to provide jobs for members and supporters of the

party. She was speaking frankly to her family. Her speech has

gone out to the nation.

I was not there, so I cannot comment on the context. I am

not even going to analyse her speech. What I do know is that

the purists in the society feel that there should be no discrimina-

tion when it comes to jobs. Even those who practiced what

Volda Lawrence openly spoke about, are saying that she should

not be so blunt.

I remember directing Dr. Roger Luncheon to some of the

things his party did. At the time we were talking about what this

new government was doing. Dr. Luncheon simply said that once

there, people should not carp on what happened in the past,

because the nation would go nowhere.    See page.....................9



Christmas: Deck the Halls with
Crowds of Folly

 By: Yvonne Sam

Historically the season called Xmas has been the recipient

of a multiplicity of revisions, and I feel that the time has come

for yet another modification.  Do not get me wrong, but my

main problem with Christmas does not lie in the celebration of

itself, but instead the folly and ignorance of those who celebrate

this highly commercialized holiday.  Millions of December 25th

celebrants feel compelled to participate in an expensive holi-

day, burdened by guilt and shame if they are unable to crowd

the base of the Xmas tree.

As one can discern the origins of Christmas are neither

biblical nor North American. Christmas in North America is a

fusion of cultural folklore from Africa and Europe, brought to

North America by Europeans who themselves were divided on

their view of the practice of Christmas as pagan.          

The roots of this holiday full of gift-giving, and a plump

senior citizen who can fit through thin chimneys and travel around

countries in one night, certainly does not emanate from Chris-

tianity or the Bible, although many Christians do not appear to

realize this.              

The Christmas celebrated in North America is supposed to

commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ, whose birth Christians

believe took place on December 25. Jesus did exist, yet there

is an absence of documentation that

strengthens his birth occurring on December 25. Nowhere

in the Bible is there reference to the date of the birth of

Jesus. Christmas is not a celebration mentioned in scripture nor

was it spoken of by the followers of Christ. Discrepancies pre-

vail when people celebrate the life of a man/deity whose entire

life rejected worldly possessions with unfettered consumption.

There are those who will contend saying that Christ furnished

the gift of eternal or we are imitating the actions of the three

kings, so we celebrate by buying overpriced products made in

oppressive conditions in Third World countries as a gesture of

giving.

Yes, the culture of Christmas celebrated in North America

did not develop from Christianity, Biblical text or ancient folk-

lore, and it is true that Christmas is a fusion of celebrations  from

societies across the world,  though it was Coca Cola that got

North Americans especially Americans banded on the image

and spirit of Christmas. From as way back as 1930, Coca Cola

has been advertising to children, with the goal of securing a

lifelong customer. The artist responsible for creating the image

of Santa we celebrate today is man named Haddon Sundblom

of Swedish and Finnish descent.

The image depicted an elderly, Caucasian, plump, jolly,

gift-giver, who remained hydrated on Coca-Cola while bring-

ing joy to children. Haddon used his image for the famous Santa.

Their strategy to compete with beer and liquor companies was

groundbreaking, and resulted in America adopting the image of

Santa created by a soda company. Santa worked strenuous

hours delivering gifts to well-behaved children across the world

and it was Coca-Cola he used to fuel his grueling task.  

With all that is now known, one should ask him/her self,

Christian or not, “Should I still celebrate this holiday of mass

consumption? ‘Corporations have wreaked havoc on the emo-

tions of overworked parents, making them feel their parenting

is inadequate if they do not purchase their children the latest

electronic, play-thing, or clothing being sold.  

Let this present generation be the one to make the modifi-

cation, changing the focus from a celebration of consumption to

one of reflection, and giving the gift of love, friendship and sup-

port. Christmas is more than just illuminating homes and engag-

ing in conspicuous consumption. It is about lighting up lives,

reflecting on the core teachings of Christ which fundamentally is

based on humility and love. Companies depend on this time of

year to solidify profits from a seemingly ignorant, debt-enslaved

population.  

Would it not be more Christ like to donate excess to those

in want of the necessities in life? How can you say that you are

honoring Christ’s birthday by buying another video game or toy

for children who already have plenty. How are you celebrating

a man who supposedly sacrificed his life, by purchasing items

on credit, only to develop mounting anxiety about how you will

pay off the credit card debt?

We can make modifications and create a holiday during

which boorish children no longer rush down the stairs, to see

what lies under the tree for them, but instead contemplate on

what they can give to those without. No longer would folks

walk into workplaces and boast about what they received but

instead be filled with gratitude for what they have, at least a job,

and what they gave to the less lucky or fortunate. Furthermore,

why are parents lying to their children, and giving credit to a

man in a red suit, for the gifts they have toiled hard to provide?

Even as we decide to celebrate the season, let us not for

the briefest of moments lose sight of the fact that there are mil-

lions of men, women and children scattered across the diaspora

who are the victims of poverty and want, as a result of an unjust

and inhumane world order which places profits ahead of human

dignity and survival.

Here’s wishing everyone strength and courage this holiday

season to abandon mindless consumption and engage in much

needed giving.  

Let the year ahead be the beginning of your intention to

bring about effective modification.
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Clearing the hall of crowds of folly

Oh Holy Night when would Christmas get it right?

____________________

Commentary
(Continued from page.......8)  And he is right.

But no one in the country could be that forgiving. When an

action is perpetrated over the years it becomes norm. I felt the

action of the PPP, because as both Bharrat Jagdeo and Donald

Ramotar would remind me, I am a dyed-in-the-wool PNC.

I have written time and again about the actions the PPP

adopted against me, but I suppose people would say to me that

what is past is past. But tell that to the person who experienced

the vitimisation on political grounds.

Many of the people to whom Volda Lawrence spoke would

have experienced the political discrimination. They would con-

tend that they are still jobless, although the government they

supported is now in power.

Not so long ago, I pointed to the fact that many of the

people who want jobs refused certain jobs and demanded those

for which they are not qualified. It is a case of wanting a job but

not wanting to work.

The PPP had a distinct advantage when it came to sharing

jobs among supporters. There were those who presented them-

selves as contractors, although they did not have either experi-

ence or equipment. They got contracts, and even though they

performed poorly they were compensated.

Volda Lawrence may have made the front pages, but she

is not alone in all this. She has her opposite numbers.

If you believe in a Free and Just Guyana, join
the Movement for Racial Harmony and
Democracy and fight for progressive

economic and socio-political Reforms.
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Challenging the 14th
Amendment

The term “pushing the envelope” has taken on a whole

new meaning with President Trump’s announcement to

remove birthright citizenship from babies born on U.S. soil.

This would be the most dramatic and profound move yet by

Mr. Trump’s hardline approach to illegal immigrants. His

actions could trigger a legal battle that could reach the Su-

preme Court because it is illegal and contrary to the 14th

Amendment.

President Trump’s assertion that the US is the only country

in the world where illegal immigrants can have babies, and the

babies are essentially U.S citizenship is abominable, ridiculous

and a blatant lie. There are more than 30 countries around the

world, most in the Western Hemisphere, including Canada that

provide citizenship of varying degrees to children born in those

countries regardless of their parents immigration status.

Indeed, this highly controversial move would certainly force

the courts to decide on the legality of the 14th Amendment,

which says: “All persons born or naturalized in the United States,

and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United

States and of the State wherein they reside.”

Most immigration and constitutional scholars believe it is

not within the purview of the president to change birthright citi-

zenship based on the 14th Amendment.

The 14th Amendment was enacted in 1868 in the wake of

the Civil War to guarantee that African- Americans who were

former slaves and all persons born or naturalized in the United

States had full citizenship rights. It reversed the 1857 decision

in the Dred Scot vs Sandford case which stated those descended

from slaves could not be citizens of the United States. Scott, a

slave who had lived with his owner in a free state before return-

ing to the slave state of Missouri argued that time spent in a free

state entitled him to emancipation. However, the Supreme Court

led by Chief Justice Roger Taney, (dubbed a satanic judge by

abolitionists) ruled that no black, free or slave, could claim U.S.

citizenship, and blacks could not petition the court for their free-

dom. To date, it is the most controversial decision made by the

Supreme Court in the history of the United States.

It is clear that the amendment refers to the legal obligation

to follow U.S. laws, which applies to all foreign visitors and

immigrants and therefore, it would be unconstitutional to change

it without a two-thirds vote in both the House and the Senate

and by three-fourths of the states. In other words, any change

to any Amendments in the U.S. Constitution must be ratified by

67 votes in the Senate, 290 votes in  the House  and by 38

States.

The 14th Amendment has been routinely interpreted over

the years to confer citizenship to people born in the United States

whose parents are illegal immigrants, but this aspect of it was

not tested or addressed by the court. There were a number of

legal challenges to 14th Amendment. In 1868, the U.S. Su-

preme Court decision supported the Amendment in the case

‘The United States v Wong Kim Ark that a child born to Chi-

nese immigrants who were legal residents in the U.S was en-

titled to birthright citizenship. At the time of Kin Ark’s birth, his

parents were legally domiciled in the U.S. The emphasis here is

a child born to legal immigrants and not to illegal immigrants.

However, it is important to mention that the 14th Amend-

ment which  deals  with U.S. citizenship laws was founded on

two traditional principles—Jus Soli, which is the right of the soil

and Jus Sanguinis, a right of the blood. Under jus soli, a child’s

citizenship is determined by birth in the U.S regardless of his/

her parents’immigration status. Under jus sanguinis, the citizen-

ship of a child does not depend on his or her place of birth, but

instead would follow the status of a parent, specifically, the fa-

ther or, in the case of an illegitimate birth, the mother. Removing

citizenships from those born in the US is an affront to the 14th

Amendment
_____________________

Oil attracts U.S.A Airlines
For some time now, Caribbean Airlines has been the flag-

ship airline carrier for Guyana. However, there has been con-

stant pressure on Governments, past and present by Guyanese,

especially those in the Diaspora to have more airlines ply the

New York-Guyana route.

Poor services, high fares and mistreatment of Guyanese

by immigration and custom officials at Piarco airport, Trinidad

caused the demand for other airlines. Their requests have been

answered.

Since taking office in May 2015, the government has rec-

ognized the need to improve the country’s air and land connec-

tivity, especially with oil production scheduled for 2020. It has

often been said that Guyana geographical location has made it a

potential hub between the U.S., South America and the rest of

the world.

In recognition of this and the increasing number of visitors,

oil experts and business officials expected to visit the country,

the government has decided to rebuild the Cheddi Jagan Inter-

national Airport (CJIA) and lengthen its runway to accommo-

date wide-bodied aircrafts.

The result is that larger airlines are now landing at CJIA.

Until the recent accident Fly Jamaica was using large planes to

move between Guyana, New York and Canada. That airline is

now out of service but American Airlines has added Guyana to

its South American route. The airline is expected to add more

flights as the need arises.

American Airlines decision to choose Guyana as one of its

destination in South America coincides with the rebuilding of

CJIA, its confidence in the country as a desirable tourist desti-

nation and its emerging oil and gas industry.

Choosing a country like Guyana which has less than a mil-

lion people as one of its destination routes was not an easy

decision for American Airlines. As reported, it was made pos-

sible by the hard work of several state agencies and months of

planning to provide more options to the flying public and tour-

ists to and from the country.

American Airlines decision to fly to Guyana could make it

the leading U.S. carrier in the region. Guyana has become its

19th destination in South America. It is the only U.S carrier to

offer airline services to the country at the moment and the sec-

ond to Suriname Airways which is currently serving the

Georgetown-Miami route.

The U.S. carrier has stated that it is considering adding the

New York-Guyana route at a later date to accommodate the

huge Guyanese population in the Tri-State area of New York,

New Jersey and Connecticut.

The presence of American Airlines, one of the largest U.S

carriers in Guyana is a very positive step towards the develop-

ment of air services in the country. This is an important prereq-

uisite for the expansion and development of the oil and gas

economy.

Hundreds of oil industry experts and sectorial workers are

expected to travel to the country in the coming months to help

boost the oil and gas sector. Less than one month after Ameri-

can Airlines began plying the Guyana-Miami route, another major

U.S airline, United Airlines is exploring the possibility of adding

Guyana to its list of South American destinations. See page.......13
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CARICOM must be active on Haiti

Haiti continues to be an unsettled country politically. Dem-

onstrations against successive governments have become al-

most normal, and so too, tragically, are the deaths associated

with them.

No one should be surprised at the continuous unrest in

Haiti. It has been an impoverished country for too long, and it

has been exploited by external forces and mismanaged by in-

ternal administrations.

The latest unrest flowed from citizens demanding an ac-

counting for US$31 million provided by Venezuela under its

“Petrocaribe” arrangements. Reported police violence against

demonstrating civilians led to the deaths of several people and

the injury of others.

Amnesty International rejected “excessive use of force”

and declared that “police security operations must be carried

out with a focus on the prevention of violence and guaranteeing

the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression, rather

than repression”.

Rightly, the Secretary-Gen-

eral of the Organisation of

American States (OAS), Luis

Almagro, issued a statement

cautioning the government to

uphold the right to free associa-

tion and expression, while con-

demning violence; urging it to

hold an inclusive dialogue on

governance “to ensure greater

social peace and growth”; and reiterating the OAS’ readiness

to assist in efforts to strengthen democracy and the institutions

of governance.

Unlike other statements on Venezuela by which Mr.

Almagro compromised the good offices role that the OAS could

have played in that country, his statement on Haiti was exactly

what is expected from the Secretary-General of a crucial hemi-

spheric organisation.

Given that Haiti is a member of the Caribbean Community

(CARICOM), it would have been beneficial if that organisation’s

Secretary-General had also publicly commented on the situa-

tion in Haiti in terms akin to Mr. Almagro’s. Haiti’s membership

of CARICOM comes with commitments to the values of the

community, upon which CARICOM should insist.

The OAS Secretary-General dispatched a team to Haiti

to assess the situation and to reaffirm the Organisation’s willing-

ness to help promote dialogue and avoid further violence. At

the very least, CARICOM should have done the same. Re-

specting the rule of law and democratic rights is as much an

obligation of governments as it is of all other sectors of society.

The allegations of corruption related to the Petrocaribe

funds, have not dissipated. Having found traction amongst the

community, the organisers of the protests are unlikely to allow

the momentum to dissipate. Their concerns assume greater im-

portance because an investigation by the Haitian Senate sug-

gested malfeasance and corruption by several high-level offi-

cials in previous administrations, and perhaps the present one.

The continuous political confrontations in Haiti, and the

readiness of governments to deploy police without constraint to

suffocate dissent, are fed by the desperate economic circum-

stances of the country. Deprivation, inequalities and intense frus-

tration forge the collective fuse that can be easily ignited.

Most of the people of Haiti exist in dire conditions. Eighty-

seven percent of the population is desperately poor; life ex-

pectancy is 63 years; infant mortality is 55 per 1,000 births;

Sir Ronald Sanders

two-thirds of the 11 million people do not have regular employ-

ment; only 50 per cent of school-age children attend school;

and the level of literacy is just 61 per cent.

The country’s debt is huge, estimated at roughly US$3.5

billion and its debt service is high. The government’s annual

budget is approximately US$2.3 billion.

Over the last few months, the Haitian currency has deval-

ued by 11 per cent and the financial situation of the government

treasury and some government entities is dire.

Contemplating how to address the condition of Haiti in

order to promote economic development and improve the stan-

dard of living, is more than a head-scratching exercise; it is al-

most mind-numbing. Yet, the nations of the hemisphere, Carib-

bean countries particularly, cannot simply decide to leave Haiti

to its own devices.

Historically, politically and culturally, Haiti symbolises the

Caribbean people’s struggle to free themselves from slavery

and oppression, and to stand up as the equal of all. The Carib-

bean owes it to itself, as much as to Haiti, to never abandon it

and always to be engaged in seeking its advancement.

Beyond this, Haiti’s circumstances have driven a large num-

ber of its people to flee continually. The United States, Canada,

the Dominican Republic and the Bahamas have borne the brunt

of Haitian refugees. If nothing is done to improve the conditions

in Haiti, refugees will also reach the shores of other CARICOM

countries, especially now that Haiti has been admitted to the

Single Market, granting its nationals the right to enter and re-

main for six months.

The beginnings of a solution to all this resides in a compact

between the political parties in Haiti. Writing those words is

easy; achieving their meaning is a Sisyphean task, as I know

from the tortuous experience of leading an OAS delegation to

Haiti in 2016 that helped to avoid civil war and chaos. Yet,

however daunting the task, it must be pursued vigorously and

encouraged diligently by the countries of the OAS, including

the Caribbean ones.

President Jovenel Moïse won a supervised election in

March 2017. In the interest of instilling Haitian respect for de-

mocracy and of maintaining political stability, he should be al-

lowed to complete his term in office – a term that should adhere

to the rule of law and respect for human and political rights. But

he must be willing to see “governance” beyond “government”

and be open to inclusionary dialogue with other political players

that is purposeful, not perfunctory.

The Prime Minister, Jean-Henry Céant, stated recently that

he would appoint to his cabinet, leading opposition personali-

ties such as Mirlande Manigat and Jean-Bertrand Aristide. He

has also floated the idea of a Club of former Presidents “to

facilitate the smooth functioning of the State”.

Whether members of the opposition will take-up either of

these offers or propose their own ideas for national consulta-

tion and action is left to be seen. What is certain is that Haiti

cannot afford instability and further economic decline.

The governing and opposition parties must be encouraged

by all to sit at the table of governance, and CARICOM must

play an active role.

Luis Almagro

‘The electorate in Guyana should
ensure that come 2020 there is

not another narrow election
victory for either of the two

major political parties.’
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By achieving emancipation the battle has
just begun for the descendants of

Africans to join forces and pool our

resources to pursue independent courses.

(Continued from page.....3) new when I say that the winner-take-

all approach to governance is intrinsically, by sheer force of

basic logic, undemocratic.

A political party, having gained 51 percent of the vote in a

plural society, being that able to claim 100 percent of the ex-

ecutive portfolio is a formula for precisely the sort of dysfunc-

tional hegemonic politics that have plagued us since indepen-

dence.

The absence of a workable formula for shared governance

has, in my mind, had more to do with the lack of political will

born of both distrust and myopia than it has to do with any

actual improbability of a practicable configuration.

Nothing, for example, prevented the principle of execu-

tive proportionality having been included in the last constitution

reform process of almost two decades ago, meaning the cre-

ation of a constitutional mechanism where a president elect is

mandated to offer and accept the submission from the Opposi-

tion to fill a minimum to maximum range of junior ministries in

key sectors based upon the results of the general elections.

In such a scenario, the president elect would be obligated

to offer the parliamentary opposition the opportunity to fill a

maximum of six and a minimum of three junior portfolios, let’s

say health, education, energy, infrastructure, culture and local

government, of course within a defined period.

A government that secures a plurality but not a majority

(under 50%) would be mandated to offer the maximum of six

portfolios; a government that secures from 51-55 percent of

the vote, five portfolios; a government that secures 56-60 per-

cent, four portfolios; and a government that secures 61 percent

and above, the minimum of three portfolios.

The executive would retain control of the budget through

the exclusive occupation of the finance portfolio, cabinet cohe-

sion and confidentiality are maintained while the opposition, as

supported by the will of the people, are afforded a meaningful

say in the executive.

Building upon that basic principle, we can easily – if the

interest of the country were paramount in our consideration –

significantly reform the Constitution and transform our political

culture.

In closing, as we approach 2020, we cannot continue to

kick the can down the road when it comes to a transformative

approach to governance and citizenship in Guyana. To borrow

a construction from Mr. Burnham, when it comes to this issue,

we innovate or we perish, having squandered our last great

opportunity to get this society right.

The political system needs a review

The government is coming under manners from the Oppo-

sition about its stewardship of the economy. This is happening

even as ExxonMobil is announcing a 10th oil find. Each new

discovery makes the US$18M signing bonus even more unjust.

The more oil Exxon finds, the smaller the signing bonus be-

comes relative to Guyana’s oil assets.

The United States dollar was trading yesterday for G$210

and, in some cases, for US$212. It is therefore hard to recon-

cile this with the projected inflation for 2018 of 2%.

It will be difficult for the public to be convinced that prices

on the basket of goods used to estimate inflation moved by a

mere 2% over this year. This does not accord with what con-

sumers have been experiencing in the market. Prices have risen

and their purchasing power has been eroded.

The price being demanded for United States dollars is go-

ing to lead to an increases in prices on the local economy. And

this will mean higher inflation.

Questions have also been raised about the make-up of the

declared growth rate for 2018. There is skepticism about the

projected growth of the construction sector of 12% and that of

livestock by almost 30%.

A 12% growth in construction is quite plausible. Guyana’s

construction is not that massive. All it will take is one major

project to spike growth in the sector. Investment to support the

oil and gas sector in the first half of the year did just this. There-

fore, the 12% growth in the construction sector, announced by

the Minister of Finance, is quite realistic.

What does not seem realistic is a close to 30% increase in

livestock production. Livestock is not a major export. The bulk

of Guyana’s livestock production therefore has to be sold in

Guyana. It is inconceivable that livestock production could have

grown by almost one third, and yet this did not result in a reduc-

tion in local prices paid for livestock products.

Every year, we have persons questioning the official num-

bers churned out by the government about the performance of

the economy. This was also the case under the PPPC, when the

opposition PNCR and AFC regularly questioned the declared

growth and inflation rates.

Statistics can be deceiving unless it is accompanied by de-

tailed explanations. Take for example, the claim that tourism

has increased. This may well be so, but how much do Venezu-

elans and Cubans account for the increases in visitors.

There is a credibility problem with the numbers, which are

churned out each year in Budgets. It is high time that some inde-

pendent verification of the numbers, particularly growth and in-

flation, take place, so as to end the skepticism.

This is an area in which the government and the Opposition

can cooperate. They should agree to a joint task force to scru-

tinize the numbers and take steps to invite a credible interna-

tional agency to audit the inflation and growth rates.

The Budget has to be credible. If the inflation rate is actu-

ally found to be higher than declared, then it means that the

wages offered to some categories of public sector workers will

not compensate for inflation. It means that the purchasing power

of some workers will be far less than before.

If the growth rate is discovered to be overstated, this can

harm Guyana’s international credibility. The country will suffer a

loss of investment and financial flows.

Guyana has an adversarial political system. And very few

have argued that the results of the local government elections,

instead of continuing the combative politics, should lead to

greater political cooperation.      See page.................13

By: Peeping Tom

Budget Blues
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
emphasize that Suicide
cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a

collaborative and
broader approach...

THE ABSENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAKES CLAIMS OF DEMOCRACY IN GUYANA A BIG GIMMICK

NOTHING LESS WILL SUFFICE UNTIL THERE IS A REVOLUTION OF VALUES
 AND A MORE RADICAL RELOCATING OF POWER TO THE DISPOSSESSED

A Crisis of
Child Abuse in

Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26th

Debbie’s Boxing Day Jam at Twilight Family Restaurant-55 Nug-

get Avenue. Start time: 4:00 pm. Music by Guest Dj.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31st

St. Stanislaus College Alumni: New Year’s Eve Gala 2018 at

Scarborough Convention Centre- 20 Torham Place. Four course

meal with wine and champagne. Hors D’Oeuvres from 6:00 pm.

Dinner served at 8:00 pm. Music by ‘Fuh Fun Band’ and Dj Tee

Cee. Ticket: $100. Call: Paul @ 416-297-7585 or 416-902-5047.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31st

The Ramblers- New Year’s Eve Dance at Pickering Recreational

Complex- 1867 Valley Farm Rd. Pickering. From: 7:00 pm to

1:00 am. Tickets: $90 pp. incl.Dinner and champagne at mid-

night. Music by: Bing Serrao & The Ramblers and Dj Charlo.

Call Joe: 416-286-1956 or Eddie at 905-831-4317.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31st

Ring in 2019 with Ray Lee-Own & Triple Play at J&J Bur Oak

Banquet Hall- 50 Anderson Avenue. Cocktails at 7:00 pm. and

Dinner served 7:30 pm. Champagne, Toast and party favors. Cost

$95 pp all incl.Music by: Dj Bakes. Call Raymond at 905-477-

9183 or 905-471-8965.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019

Bishops’ High School & Queen’s College Allumni Association: A

Twelfth Night in Full Bloom. From 6:30 pm to 1:00 am. At: Sts.

Peter & Paul Banquet Hall- 251 Milner Avenue, Scarborough.

Music by: The New Triple Play and Dj Tee Cee.  tickets”  $65

incl. Call: Maureen @ 905-46-9970 or Denise at 416-833-1953.

Oil attracts U.S.A Airlines
(Continued from page........10)

The Houston-based carrier, like its American counterpart,

is seeking to take advantage of Guyana’s emerging oil and gas

economy. Currently, Caribbean Airlines, Fly Jamaica, COPA

Airlines and American Airlines are serving the Guyana-US route.

It is obvious that with more U.S air carriers coming on stream,

Guyanese in Miami and in the Tri-State area would have more

price options and greater access to flights from Guyana to the

United States.

(Continued from page.....12)

Budget Blues

A first step in this direction would be to have a joint verifi-

cation of the economic indicators. This will not just boost eco-

nomic confidence, but at the same time help to reduce political

tensions, something that will be food for investment and busi-

ness.
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