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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Words Matter:

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 

THE WEST INDIAN.

In the beginning it was the word. 
Then came other words that went to 

a good place. But there were those for 
whom the words meant nothing. They 
heard but did not listen and the conse-
quences were severe. The major reli-
gions of the world have emphasized 
the hallowed place of words. This was 
the theme of a Vigil that was held to 
pay respects to the eleven Jews that 
were murdered in a synagogue last 
weekend. The atrocity took place in 
Pittsburgh by someone that harbored 
hate.

Faith leaders in Queens hold Vigil for Pittsburgh

The Queens Borough 
President, Melinda Katz, 
and her staff , organized 
the Vigil and it was at-
tended by a cross-section 
of the community. There 
were Sikhs, Jews, Mus-
lims, Hindus, Christians, 
and others, that met to 
pray and to off er their 
words of love and com-

fort. The offi  cers of the 
New York Police Depart-
ment were also on hand 
to show their support.

Melinda Katz said 
that the diversity of 
Queens is the strength 
of the Borough. The di-
versity is remarkable and 
amazing and violence 
has no part in this nation, 
she said. According to 
the Borough President, 
‘we in Queens are the 
United States of America 
with over 200 languages 
representing more than 
160 countries. We need 
to bring our world to-
gether. There is too much 
hate in the world; if only 

Miller said that we are in 
pain and we should use 
words carefully. Accord-
ing to him, ‘words mat-
ter, and whether you are 
a leader or teacher or a 
politician, words matter. 

When a deranged person 
picks up a gun and kills 
eleven persons it shows 
cowardice. If anything, 
we should be building 
bridges of understanding 
and peace.’

Imam Sarfraz Bac-
chus from the Masjid-
al-Abidin in Liberty 
Avenue, in Queens, con-
demned the killings in 
Pittsburgh. He said that 
he stands in solidarity 
with our Jewish brothers 
and sisters as the attack 
was on all humanity. All 
religious institutions are 
considered as sanctu-
ary and hate should be 
condemned. Love and 

compassion are neces-
sities and violence is an 
attack on all religions. 
There were represen-
tatives from the Hate 
Crime Bureau that spoke 
out against the attack in 
Pittsburgh. They pointed 
out that the Bureau stood 
in solidarity with Pitts-
burgh.

The Sikh Cultural 
Society also pledged its 
support for the victims. 
This community was at-
tacked after 9/11 and it 
felt the impact of sense-
less violence. ‘We are all 
united with Pittsburgh,’ 
the Society said. A num-
ber of organizations were 
represented as follows: 
Gurdev Singh Kang and 
Kuldeep Dhillon, Ragh-
bir Singh, Baba Makand 
Shah Lubana, and Jar-
nail Singh from the Sikh 
Cultural Society; Imam 
Sarfraz Bacchus from 
Masjid al Abidin; Imam 

Ilham Mohamed from 
Allah’s Masjid; Imam 
Ahmet Donmez from the 
Turkish Center; Arsalan 
Mohamed, President of 
the Interfaith Council for 
Community Relations; 
Faqrul Delware Islam, 
Jamaica Muslim Center; 
Mohan Guyawali, Nepali 
Hindu Center; Latchman 
Budhai from the Queens 
General Assembly; Nadi 
Ghaness from the Shri 
Trimurti Bhavan, and 
Dr. Dilip Nath from the 
North American Voters 
Association.  

The other represen-
tatives were: Anoop 
Dhanpat and Dilraj Ba-

chu, from the Sudama 
Mandir; Anup Ram-
nauth, Arya Spiritual 
Center; Rabbi Michael 
Miller, Rev. John Boyd, 
Mariela Palomino Her-
ring from the Queens 
DA Offi  ce, Rabbi Gerald 
Skolnik; Ravi Vaidy-
anaat from the Hindu 
Temple Society; Michael 
Nussbaum, Chair of the 
Queens Jewish Council, 
and the elected repre-
sentatives were Coun-
cil Members I Daneek 
Miller, and Donovan 
Richards while the As-
sembly Member was 
Alicia Hyndman. Dhan-
paul Narine represented 
the ‘West Indian’ news-

paper while Mohamed 
Hack worked diligently 
with the Borough Pres-
ident, and other staff , to 
arrange the logistics for 
the event.     

The Borough Pres-
ident, Melinda Katz, 
led the gathering with 
a beautiful rendition of 
‘Hallelujah.’ Her hu-
manity, and care for oth-
ers, has made her one of 
the great Borough Presi-
dents of Queens and the 
community is lucky to 
have her.  

the rest of the world can 
see what we do here in 
Queens and see that our 
diversity is our strength.’

She referred to the 
shooting in Pittsburgh 
and said that all the peo-
ple wanted to do was 
to pray in peace. But 
this was shattered when 
a crazed gunman en-

tered the synagogue and 
caused an unspeakable 
tragedy. Ms. Katz said 
those that wanted to cre-
ate fear must not win. 
The diversity in Queens 
means that we stand to-
gether.

Ms. Katz spoke di-
rectly to our leaders. 
She said, ‘Words matter. 
What you say matters. 
People need to know that 
we as Americans stand 
together. People need to 
know that as Americans 
we stand on the shoul-
ders of those that came 
before us and the new 
Americans that are com-
ing today want the same 

as other immigrants: 
a better life for their 
families. We in Queens 
proudly celebrate our di-
versity and it makes us 
stronger.’ Queens is a re-
ality and ‘we have each 

other backs.’
There were a number 

of speakers from diff er-
ent denominations. The 
representative from the 
New Greater Bethle-
hem Ministry said that 
words are the most pow-
erful things in the uni-
verse. It is said that the 
pen is mightier than the 
sword ‘as the pen speaks 
words.’ The Pittsburgh 
tragedy was described as 
a horrifi c act that was in-
fl uenced by words.

Our beliefs govern 
our behavior and reality 
and we should use love to 
conquer hate, according 
to the speakers.  Michael 

Queens Borough President, Melinda Katz, addresses the 
Vigil for Pittsburgh and asks leaders to choose their words 
carefully. 

Imam Sarfraz Bacchus of the Masjid-al-Abidin 
calls for love and compassion at this diffi cult 
time 

Nyla Hyndman at the Queens Vigil for 
the victims of Pittsburgh. She wants the 
children to live in a world that is free 
from fear and violence. The Sikh community stand in solidarity with the Jewish community 


