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By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Romesh Singh:
Romesh Singh, also known as 

Romesh Chandra Dutt was a per-
son of many interests. He built radios 
and radars, set up communication 
links that brought the world closer 
and never lost sight of the fact that 
ordinary people matter. Romesh was 
one of the foremost telecommunica-
tions engineers of his generation that 
designed complex systems.

Engineer, Activist and Teacher

He was unassuming 
but fi rm in his convic-
tions, and above all, he 
had an abiding love for 
his homeland, Guyana. 
When you were with 
Romesh you knew that 
he stood for what was 
right. He did not play 
around with words, 
or said one thing and 
meant something 
else. Romesh was 
the genuine article, a 
scholar with varied 
interests, outspoken in 
his views, and always 
giving of his best to 
the community.

Romesh had a de-
lightful quality that is 
seldom seen today. 
If he knew that you 
were interested in a 
particular subject he 
would fi nd materials 
and send you the 
latest data for your 
archive. Romesh 
would give you 
some time to digest 
the information 
and then he would 
contact you for a 
chat. This could 
take hours but once 
you were willing 
he would keep you 
engaged.

Romesh was born 
in Kitty Village in 
Guyana. He was the 
son of Rohonie and 
Samsundar Singh. 
His parents instilled 
in him the values of 
compassion and care 
for others. Even at an 
early age, he showed 
the ability to make 
friends across the 
divide. Romesh played 
rugby and he was so 
good at it that he was 
selected to play for 
Guyana. He was also 
interested in telecom-
munications and was 
a part the Cable and 
Wireless program 
while he was was still 
in High School. This 

made in December 2017:
‘I don’t understand 

the behavior of young 

people and the attitude 
of parents. Perhaps they 
should think about their 
own anti-social behavior. 
In the old days in China, 
the parents were sent to 
jail for the crimes of the 
children, and other issues. 
They should not com-
plain about their children 
when they exhibit such 
gross manners, drink-
ing up till thy kingdom 
come, playing excessive 
loud music via these big 
speaker boxes in their 

yards. When reported 
to the police by their 
neighbors, it comes down 

to a big cussing down, 
threatening with cutlass 
etc. Such uncouth 
people.’ 

But Romesh had 
more to say on the 
subject of behavior 
and carrying oneself 
in a foreign country. 
He said, ‘A few years 
ago the late Frankie 
Suknanan, a fi lm maker 
from Surinam who 
lived in Queens, made 
a fi lm highlighting the 
issue of the race to 
achieve the American 
Dream by the East 
Indian immigrants from 
Trinidad and Guyana, 
the wife and husband 
working two-three 
shifts to get the house 
and car, all at the ex-

pense of the children who 
would drift into crime and 
bad company.

The same is in rural 
Guyana and Trinidad, 
with as many bars and 
temples at every corner. I 
heard that there are even 
a number of men’s clubs 
where scantily clad East 
Indian girls dance on the 
tables. A few You Tube 
videos show middle–aged 
women cussing down the 
Pandits in the temples.’

Romesh ended his hom-

ily with a conclusion 
of which V.S.Naipaul 
would be proud. He 
described the bad be-
havior of some immi-
grants as, ‘A decadent 
people from some 
of the most decadent 
parts of Guyana and 
Trinidad now having 
the perceived freedom 
to exhibit the worse of 
East Indian behavior 
and culture.’ This was 
in response to an arti-
cle that this writer did 
on Liberty Avenue in 
Queens, New York.

Romesh had strong 
views about politics in 
Guyana. He felt that 
the previous PPP gov-
ernment could have 
done more to bring all 
the peoples together. 
His views on race 
relations in Guyana 
are most relevant and 
timely.

Romesh said, ‘Un-
less East Indians can 
see that Africans are 
people with the same 
aspiration for their 
children and Afri-
cans can see that East 
Indians are not a threat 
to their well being 
there is little hope. I 
am from Georgetown 
where we had to inter-
act with every ethnici-
ty, to understand other 
people, and to have 
empathy.’         

Romesh will be 
sorely missed. His 
brother, Tej B. Singh, 
is also a great educator 
in his own right. Tej 
said that, ‘Romesh 
was the quintessential 
renaissance person. 
He had an interest that 
spanned many sub-
jects, from Hindu phi-
losophy and calypso 
music to electronics, 
culture, and more. His 
impact was profound 
and we think of him 
all the time.’ Romesh 
Singh was an icon, a 
scientist and an activist 
that blazed many 
trails. Our communi-
ty is poorer with his 
passing but we take 
heart that he contribut-
ed immensely while he 
was with us. May he 
rest in peace. 

was a singular honor.
Romesh was sent to 

Trinidad and Barbados 
for training. He excelled 
and went for further 
training in Britain and 
the United States. He 
was deployed to Timehri 
after his training and it 
was not long before he 
established an advanced 
communications network 
that was in use for many 
years. In 1977, Romesh 
left Guyana for Trinidad. 
He worked at the United 
Nations Training School 
and many aspiring pilots 
were able to benefi t from 
his experience. They 
went on to distinguish 

themselves in their 
careers.

But Romesh was des-
tined for greater things. 
He moved to England 
and his experience and 
training landed him the 
job as a senior systems 
engineer and instructor. 
He worked for the presti-
gious Marconi telecom-
munications company. 
Later, he joined others 
and set up an engineering 
company. It was here that 
his talents would fl our-

ish; his work took him to 
different countries that 
included, Bosnia, Oman 
and South Korea.

Romesh was active 
in the Guyana Cultural 
Association in New York 
where he helped to orga-
nize its yearly program 
that built bridges with 
other communities. This 
meant that he would 
organize speakers and 
assist to edit and manage 
the Association’s pub-
lications. He was also a 
key fi gure in the plan-
ning of the Association’s 
comedy series when Ken 
Corsbie, Peter Jailall and 
Francis Quamina Farrier 
performed in Brooklyn. 
Romesh worked closely 
with Dr. Juliet Emmanuel 
who said that his pass-
ing has left a void in the 
Guyana Cultural Associ-
ation.

The humanitarian side 
of Romesh was evident 
in 2006 when Guyana 

experienced devastating 
fl oods. He played an 
active role in organizing 
relief efforts and was 
instrumental is setting 
up communication links 
so that the United States, 
and other places, could 
monitor the fund raising 
efforts. Romesh was also 
keen on exploring and 
documenting the oral 
history of Guyana. He 
was outspoken on the 
behavior of his communi-
ty. Here is a comment he 

Romesh Singh was an engineer, teacher and 
activist that will be greatly missed.

Romesh Singh (extreme right) with friends from the Guyana Cultural Asso-
ciation. Romesh was the quintessential Renaissance Man with a variety of 
interests. 


