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The discovery of oil in Guyana 

 
By Jai Sears 

 
Much has been said and written about the discovery of oil in Guyana. Nevertheless, this form of 

black gold can be a blessing as well as a curse. 
The outcome depends on how the government manages this resource. If the authority is corrupt, 

then fraud can be expected as has happened in Venezuela, Chad and Equatorial Guinea. 
I am not an oil expert, economist, academic or politician, but a layman who speaks the language 

of the masses. Since the discovery of oil in Guyana, there has been much speculation and controversy that 
it will only benefit the explorer, ExxonMobil Corporation. I don’t want to believe this theory because 
Guyana has brilliant minds who would not allow this exploitation to happen. 

ExxonMobil is the largest Big Oil companies in the world. Steve Coll's book, Private Empire: 
ExxonMobil and American Power, shows that this oil giant can determine the economic and political fate 
of any country in which it has an investment. 

Exxon is obviously spending a lot of money in investments. However, it must let the Government 
and people of Guyana know how nationals are expected to benefit from its operations. These questions 
are uppermost in people’s mind before production begins. After all, it is the people’s oil.  

Exxon is so optimistic about finding more oil. Exxon scored a big victory with its recent 
announcement that there is more oil in the Stabroek block — a region north of Guyana’s coastline — than 
originally anticipated. Exxon and its U.S.-based partner, Hess Corp, are currently drilling in the area. This 
is welcome news for one of the poorest countries in South America. 

These explorations are building hope in the people for economic development and prosperity.  
Guyanese want to know how they will benefit from the expected oil boom. Would it make life better for 
the ordinary man and woman who are living just above and below the poverty line? 

His Excellency President Granger is the only person who can throw light on this doubt, and answer 
these questions to dispel the fear in some people. Only he can prove many wrong about the curse of oil. 
His Excellency must give the people the assurance that they have nothing to fear or loose, that all 
contractual agreements are in the interest of the people. 
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I would like to suggest that the Government organises town halls meetings to dialogue with the 
people. During my visits to Guyana last year and this year, I found many people who seem confused about 
the prospects of these discoveries. 
 

 

 

 
Mr. Stuart with his bottles of  
Honey, and the by-products.  
------------------------------------          
 Message from the Hon. Noel 
Holder, Minister of Agriculture 
The promotion of a 'Green 
Economy’ is one of the 
principal vehicles through 
which the United Nations 
stimulates worldwide 
awareness of the environment 
and enhances political 
attention and action. In fact, it 
is one in which the vital 
linkages among the economy, 
society, and environment are 
taken into account.  
This year, Agriculture Month 
will be celebrated under the 

theme, “Shaping Agriculture for a Green Economy." It seeks to highlight not only the progress we as a 
government have made thus far, but the challenges which were overcome and the new path which is 
being crafted. A Green Economy is a blue print for a better quality of life for all Guyanese and it ensures a 
transition to sustainable economic growth. The Ministry of Agriculture aims to contribute towards this 
goal through sustainable, productive, climate resilient and diversified agriculture. Specially, the re-
orientation and diversification of the sector, reducing reliance on traditional sub-sectors and opening new 
(higher valued added and higher growth industries) investment opportunities for sustainable income 
generation.  

Agriculture Month 2018 marks this shift in our policy implementation in keeping with the outlines 
of a green economy. As Guyana (and the world at large) faces increasing challenges of the maintenance 
(and improvement) of our environment, agriculture productivity and natural resources; the discussion on 
a green economy and individual participation has never been more important. As such, the priority areas 
for the agricultural sector include productivity, diversification, value-added, infrastructure, capacity 
building and education, and food safety and security.  

The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) defines a Green Economy as ‘one that 
results in improved human well-being and social equity, while significantly reducing environmental risks 
and ecological scarcities.’ A green economy is one whose growth in income and employment is driven by 
public and private investments that reduce carbon emissions and pollution, enhance energy and resource 
efficiency, and prevent the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services. These investments need to be 

Agro-processing in Guyana 
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catalysed and supported by targeted public expenditure, policy reforms and regulation changes. Policy 
changes which the Ministry of Agriculture will continue to advance.  
The observance of our National Tree Day which will be held in Ebini on Friday the 5th of October under 
the theme, "Trees. Good for the community...great for the country" is another way of protecting and 
preserving our biodiversity thereby contributing to the achievement of a green economy. This year, 
emphasis will be placed on the use of alternative energy as a means of reducing the cost of production at 
the inaugural National Green Expo at the Guyana National Stadium on the 18th October and a Food Safety 
Symposium at the University of Guyana on the 25th of October.  
This year’s celebration will also feature several activities to position Guyana to push for more 
environmentally friendly initiatives such as our World Food Day Observance at Whyaka, Region 2 on 
October 16 under the theme, "Working for Zero Hunger", and the National Agricultural Research and 
Extension Institute Research Conference on October 22 and 23 which will renew our focus on hinterland 
agriculture, improving production and productivity through the adoption of green agricultural practices, 
climate change and sanitary and phytosanitary practices. As we tackle climate change via mitigation 
efforts, we will be commissioning the Three Friends Pump Station in Region Two on October 29th and 
later on the Buxton Pump station to assist in the drainage of our coastal areas; we will also target activities 
in rice, sugar, livestock and agro-processing and the other crops sub-sector. As the month long observance 
continues various agencies will show how important agriculture is to our economy. We will also place 
emphasis on our farmers and the sterling contribution they have made over the years to the nation’s 
wellbeing. 
The Ministry of Agriculture stands ready to contribute to the green economy approach with enhanced 
focus on sustainable development and poverty reduction importance in ensuring a better life for all 
Guyanese. 
Hon. Noel Holder, M.P  
Minister of Agriculture 
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The St Andrew’s bi-centennial              

celebrations 
By Hamilton Green 

LAST Sunday, after the event held at the Pan African Gardens, Merriman 
Mall, one citizen contended that except for the President, and perhaps, the 
prime minister, our top officials and administrators seem to have little 
understanding about 
(i) Our independence struggles (1763 – 1966) 

(ii) The political ravages of the Cold War and 

(iii) The impact of the Bretton Woods Financial Institutions on Guyana and small states. Some bemoaned 
the fact that because of this lack of knowledge, there is not good guidance. 

For that reason, I write about the St Andrew’s bi-centennial celebrations. Happily, with my wife 
and family members, we shared in the celebration. St Andrew’s is the oldest church built in the city; it 
opened its doors for public worship on 27th September, 1818. 

The present moderator, Rev Maureen Massiah, is doing a commendable job and deserves our 

highest commendation and support. Rev Massiah is the second Guyanese to hold this exalted ecumenical 

office and the first Lady in the Region to be Head of the church body. During the prayer breakfast, we had 

presented a history of the Scots Church in Guyana – we need to congratulate those who made the effort. 

 

However, it struck me that the 

ancestors who caused 

massive change in this and 

other religious bodies in 

Guyana seem to have been 

ignored or forgotten. It is 

important to know all of our 

past in order to anchor our 

actions today on the reality of 

our journey and so give us the 

intellectual and spiritual 

vigour to craft a glorious, 

godly future for the benefit of 

succeeding generations. 

 

Responsible citizens should never be afraid to deal with all aspects of our past. In the Holy Bible, 
it is written, “And you will know the truth and the truth shall set you free.” John 8:32. When St Andrew’s 
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opened its doors for public worship, our slave ancestors were not considered ‘people.’ In fact, a sign 
stating ‘Negroes and Dogs not allowed’ was erected at the entrance of the church. 

We must know these things so that we can celebrate with gusto, acknowledging those who 
travelled the rocky but righteous road to freedom, paving the way to a place where all of our people can 
share in the satisfaction of freedom, particularly freedom of worship. 

Shortly after independence, we dismantled the inherited colonial position where society was 
characterised by the institutionalised system of High and Low Churches. We earned the displeasure of 
those who believed that man-designated church status mattered and must not be tampered with. 

We must honour all those who traversed that rocky road to see us where we are today, when a 
lady who may be the descendant of an African slave can proudly and rightly mount the pulpit at St 
Andrew’s, where earlier her ilk could not even enter the building. 

Five years after 1818, Lord Bathurst, the Secretary of State in Britain, put to the British House of 
Commons, measures to make less harsh the conditions of African slaves in British Guiana and elsewhere. 
The local plantocracy resisted this humanitarian initiative. British slave owners were hostile and refused 
to take measures to ease the inhuman conditions on the plantations. 

The ‘Court of Policy’ of Demerara and Essequibo was adamant. African slaves do not deserve good 
treatment. In the forefront of this resistance was Lieutenant Governor of Demerara, John Murray, he 
himself was the owner of slaves in Berbice. 

For that reason, one of the last acts of the Late President, L.F.S. Burnham, OE, SC, was to have 
Murray Street renamed Quamina Street during Emancipation Month, August, 1985. 
Of interest, is this note in Murray’s Journal of October 21, 1822; – “Oh, that the Colony should be 
governed by a man who sets his face against the moral and religious improvement of the Negro slaves.” 

Quamina Gladstone was a Deacon at the Bethel Chapel, Le Ressouvenir, East Coast Demerara. He 
was tutored by Rev John Smith, a young English Missionary, who became known as the Demerara Martyr. 

John Smith was tried and convicted, accused of supporting the 1823 Slave Uprising. He was 
condemned to death after a brief court martial. Only 34 years old, he died of tuberculosis, being held in a 
damp, unhealthy cell. It is interesting to note the date that Smith arrived in Demerara, being sent by the 
London Missionary Society. He arrived in 1817, on the same date that we celebrate our republic 
anniversary and the same date of the 1763 revolt, that is, February 23. 

It was therefore, in order that at that prayer breakfast, Pastor Justice Oslen Small, representing 
the church established in honour of John Smith was asked to offer a prayer. (Smith’s Congregational 
Church). 

Quamina was the son of John Gladstone, an African slave. Quamina was the leader of slaves who 
had learnt that London had passed laws to give them some degree of freedom, but the planters were 
ignoring this ‘new Law.’ Quamina only wanted confirmation of what he had heard from the authorities in 
Georgetown. The church, as indeed all Guyana joined as we celebrated the 1823 uprising on August 18. 

Fellow citizens, today let us with pride, honour our ancestors who rose up, English Missionaries, 
such as John Smith and Abolitionist, the likes of William Wilberforce. These distinguished persons 
navigated the troubled waters which laid the foundation for our freedom and independence. A freedom 
enjoyed by all irrespective of race, age, colour or creed. 
As we gaze upon the environment today and think about the actors of the 1800s, it may be instructive to 
repeat the words of two great Americans, one white, one black. 

In chronological order:-(a) Abraham Lincoln, 16th US President (1809 – 1865) said “To sin by 

silence when they should protest makes cowards of men”(b) Martin Luther King, Jr (1929 -1968) 

observed “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” 
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The bonfire of the antiquities 
Lessons from the destruction of the National Museum of Brazil 

Rich museums should help poor ones conserve their treasures 

 
 
ON THE night of September 2nd a fire consumed the National Museum of Brazil in Rio de Janeiro, 
destroying most of its 20m or so artefacts. Among the treasures incinerated were Egyptian mummies, 
frescoes from Pompeii, the 11,500-year-old skeleton of “Luzia” (the oldest human remains in the 
Americas) and a vast South American collection from the pre-Columbian era to the present day. Brazil’s 
president, Michel Temer, called the loss “incalculable”. But it was not unpredictable. 

More than a decade ago, inspectors had pointed to the museum’s ropy electrical wiring. Its 
director had complained of termites and closed a third of the exhibition rooms. It was running on an 
annual budget more suitable for a parish church: less than $0.01 per artefact, only some of which was 
ever disbursed. Despite the risk of keeping a collection of irreplaceable objects in what those inspectors 
called a firetrap, officials and politicians rebuffed generous offers of financial help. The World Bank offered 
$80m, but on condition that the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro gave up control of the museum. It 
refused. 

Brazilians are furious, and full of promises to do better. That should be the world’s reaction, too. 
The loss of a great national museum is a global tragedy. It erases a chunk of the past, depriving future 
generations of the chance to study, appreciate and learn from it. The fire in Rio should spark a debate 
about how the world can protect its treasures. 

There are plenty of museums, especially in developing countries, that are cash-strapped, badly 
run or vulnerable for other reasons. Syria’s antiquities have been devastated by its civil war. Cairo’s 
Egyptian Museum, stuffed with Pharaonic relics, can barely keep track of its inventory and was looted 
during the Arab spring. In many places the budget for preserving the past is meagre to begin with, and cut 
ferociously when times are hard. Outsiders should help. 

This is exactly the sort of thing that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) ought to be doing. Alas, the agency is notoriously ineffectual. Until the UN gets its 

https://www.economist.com/node/21749715/comments
https://www.economist.com/node/21749715/comments
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act together, the task of preventing future bonfires of history will fall largely to private philanthropists, 
who can stump up cash, and to museums in the rich world. The biggest and oldest of these, such as the 
British Museum and the Louvre in Paris, have often been excoriated for keeping treasures stolen from 
former colonial subjects. Before considering that (France’s president, Emmanuel Macron, has promised 
to return some artefacts), such museums should offer to share more of their expertise. 
Learn history, don’t burn it 

First, they should offer advice about strengthening museum governance. The most successful 
institutions have independent boards of trustees who raise private money and insist on high standards—
the museum in Rio had neither. Second, they can help museums digitise their collections. This is partly a 
safeguard: objects that have been recorded digitally can be virtually resurrected even if they are physically 
destroyed. It also allows museums to display objects free online, as the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam has 
done. This is hugely appealing to visitors who cannot visit in person. Third, they can help train curators 
and conservators in state-of-the-art methods. A good start would be to help the curators in Rio 
crowdsource images of the collection to create a virtual-reality museum, as happened with Mosul 
Museum in Iraq, whose treasures were smashed by Islamic State in 2015. Great museums are for 
everyone; it is in everyone’s interest to look after them. 
[Credits: The Economist ] 

 

“A Green Economy is one where the economy, society, and environment are taken into account. It seeks 

to highlight the new path which is being crafted under our Green State Development Strategy – the blue 

print for a better quality of life for all Guyanese,” Holder said. 
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New Amsterdam: Guyana’s oldest town celebrates 127 years 

Old Photo of New Amsterdam 

  

 

 

 

 

 

New Amsterdam which is Guyana’s 

oldest town is presently celebrating its 

127th anniversary. 

The town which is located about five miles from the mouth of the Berbice River on its eastern bank is 

situated at the confluence of the Berbice and Canje Rivers. New Amsterdam became a town exactly 100 

years before it became a Municipality and has so far had 66 Mayors. 

About 1733, the name New Amsterdam was given to a little village that sprang up around Fort Nassau 

about 56 miles up the Berbice River. This name was chosen because most of the shareholders were from 

the province of New Amsterdam in Holland.   

                              
Early Map-of-New-Amsterdam 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/map-of-new-amsterdam.png
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In 1785 it was decided to abandon Fort Nassau and move to the neighbourhood of Fort St. Andries 
lower down the river at the confluence of the Berbice River and its tributary the Canje River which is now 
the site of present day New Amsterdam. 

It was built by the Dutch in1740 and was first named Fort Saint Andries, before being taken over 
by the British in 1803. New Amsterdam which is found some 62 miles from the capital Georgetown is one 
of three towns situated in the East Berbice Corentyne (Region 6) Region. 
New Amsterdam covers about 13.7 square kilometers in area with an estimated population of 
approximately 50,000. 

In 1812 a special Department of Works, the Winkel Department, was set up to deal with all repair 
works required by the residents. The workmen were originally slaves who were given their freedom in 
1831, three years before slavery was abolished throughout the British West Indies. 
Winkel has been preserved as a ward of the Town. 

The Town Hall of the Tudor architecture was built with a tower approximately 75 feet. It was 

dismantled in 2012 due to its dilapidate state. The New Amsterdam Market which is sited below the Town 

Hall occupies an area of 26,400 sq. ft. 

New 
Amsterdam once generated its own electricity which was later absorbed into the larger Guyana Electricity 
Corporation on September 1, 1979. 
New Amsterdam was established as the seat of Government for Berbice Between 1785 to 1790. The Town 
consists of a number of wards and has three main roads- Main Street, Strand (Water Street) and Republic 
(Back Dam) Road and many cross streets. The present Mayor is Ms. Winifred Haywood. 

A number of activities have been planned to celebrate the 127 Anniversary of the town.New 

Amsterdam Town week this year is expected to run from October 21-29, under the theme: “Celebrating 

with culture creativity and diversity in a clean, green town”. 
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Guyana, Trinidad sign MoU for cooperation in energy sector 

 
President David Granger, said that the private sector of Guyana has nothing to fear as he signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the Energy Sector Cooperation between the Cooperative 
Republic of Guyana and the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago with the Prime Minister of Trinidad and 
Tobago, Dr. The Honourable Keith Rowley. 

Speaking at a press conference held immediately after the signing of the MoU, the Head of State 
noted that the fears expressed by the private sector over a Trinidad take over, are unjustified and baseless. 
Rather, he said the private sector should be proud and pleased with the step that the two Governments 
have taken today. 
“There is nothing in the MoU, which seeks to harm the interests of one State or the other. There is no sell 
out. There were some unjustified fears that Guyana is giving away the family jewels but that is not true. 
It is simply a means of collaborating. Trinidad is bringing years of experience not only in production but in 
marketing, in gas, in oil spills, in dealing with multinational corporations and the MoU is a means of 
benefiting from Trinidad and Tobago’s expertise and experience. So that fear of giving away is completely 
unjustified,” he said. 

Noting that the two States have enjoyed strong and cordial relations for a very long time, 
President Granger said that Guyana has always regarded Trinidad as a very close friend in the international 
arena. As Guyana embarks on the new oil and gas sector, the Head of State noted that Trinidad has the 
technical expertise and experience, which Guyana can benefit from. 
“We expect that as a result of this engagement today, relations between our two Republics will become 
stronger. Today’s meeting has been a clear redefinition and reassertion of our Caribbean identity. There 
is much that we have to learn from Trinidad and Tobago. Trinidad and Tobago is one of the most 
developed countries in the Caribbean in terms of its economy, manufacturing, exports, standard of living, 
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education and Guyana is the largest CARICOM [Caribbean Community] state. We have abundant raw 
materials, natural resources, gold, diamonds, timber, manganese, bauxite and we are confident that by 
collaborating, we will be able to combine the natural resources of Guyana with the entrepreneurial 
expertise, capital and investment from Trinidad and Tobago,” said President Granger. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Rowley, in his remarks, stated that Trinidad and Tobago has been and 
continues to be a gateway to the world for Guyana. Dr. Rowley noted that the signing represents the 
documentation of two countries’ commitment to do more in enabling relations with respect to the 
generation of economic and other kinds of cooperation to the benefit of the people of Guyana and 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
“We anticipate that the role of the Government in laying the groundwork and providing the 
encouragement for our private sectors to seize opportunities, which are available to both countries at this 
time, could only be a good thing for the people of Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. We also mentioned, 
if not discussed in detail, the existence of invisible borders in our endeavours and where we should 
acknowledge their existence and to let our efforts identify the resources in each of our countries and to 
put those resources whether it be financial, raw material or entrepreneurial skills to work so as to grow 
the economy of Trinidad and Guyana. We are two groups of people with so much in common and so much 
history and so much common desire to advance ourselves that we should not be held back by the 
bureaucratic impediments,” the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago stated. 

Dr. Rowley said it is the hope of both countries that the discussions and MoU will not sit idly by 
but would ensure that actions are taken and results are felt. 
“Ministers have spoken to their colleagues about what we are doing and what we can do to further 
cooperation in the various areas represented. We have had some very fruitful discussions and we look 
forward from moving away from talking about what should be done and what we should be doing and 
actually moving to the doing phase. It is my expectation that in the coming months and years ahead that 
our people can see more action in the areas of cooperation and development…we believe that what is 
good for Trinidad and Tobago in this business is also good for Guyana. We can only see positives if we 
collaborate…,” he noted. 

The MoU states in part that the, “The Parties may cooperate in the following areas: (a) technical 
assistance in the areas of exploration and production of hydrocarbon resources; (b) the exchange of 
information on public policies in the area of the regulation, administration and sovereign management of 
hydrocarbon resources and technology transfer; (c) the exchange of information on government 
programmes throughout the hydrocarbon value chain and related experiences; (d) the promotion of 
training and capacity building of technical personnel and the development of energy technologies 
through, inter alia, technical visits, secondments, seminars and presentations and the promotion of 
cooperation and exchange of experiences between state-owned petroleum enterprises for the 
development of joint projects utilising mechanisms convenient to the Parties.” 

Further, it states that the two sides may cooperate in, “the development of policies, plans and 
protocols relating to health, safety and the environment and the establishment of procedures to prevent 
and respond to operational accidents which may result in damage, environmental impacts and personal 
injury; the development of policies relating to local content; the identification and development of 
projects throughout the hydrocarbon value chain; the identification of projects in the area of construction 
and maintenance of plants and infrastructure related to transportation, storage and supply of 
hydrocarbons and derivatives; the exploration of possibilities for synergy through exchange arrangements 
and other delivery mechanisms for hydrocarbons and derivatives; and any other means of cooperation 
agreed to by the Parties in the areas related to the objective of this agreement in accordance with the 
national legal system of each country.” 
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The signing of the MoU followed the bilateral meetings. Prime Minister Rowley was accompanied 
his Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, Senator Dennis Moses, Minister of Energy and Energy 
Industries, Senator Franklin Khan, Minister of Planning and Development, Mrs. Camille Robinson-Regis, 
Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Senator Clarence Rambharat, Minister of Sport and Youth 
Affairs Ms. Shamfa Cudjoe. Guyana was represented by Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Carl Greenidge, 
Minister of State, Mr. Joseph Harmon, Minister of Agriculture; Mr. Noel Holder, Minister of Business, Mr. 
Dominic Gaskin, Minister of Social Cohesion Dr. George Norton and Minister within the Ministry of 
Finance, Mr. Jaipaul Sharma. Also present was Dr. Mark Bynoe, Head of the Department of Energy.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVESTITURE CEREMONY 2018 | Ninety- seven 

persons, including 49 women, were on Saturday, 5 

October, conferred with National Awards by 

President David Granger, at the 2018 Investiture 

Ceremony hosted at the National Cultural Centre. 

(NCC) 

 

 

 

 

https://motp.gov.gy/index.php/2015-07-20-18-49-38/2015-07-20-18-50-14/3192-guyana-trinidad-sign-mou-for-cooperation-in-energy-sector-president-granger-assures-private-sector-has-nothing-to-fear
https://motp.gov.gy/index.php/2015-07-20-18-49-38/2015-07-20-18-50-14/3192-guyana-trinidad-sign-mou-for-cooperation-in-energy-sector-president-granger-assures-private-sector-has-nothing-to-fear
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Relations between Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago 

 

Of all the other Caricom countries, Guyana has enjoyed the closest relations with Trinidad and 
Tobago. Language, common colonial history, ethnic make-up, common cultural patterns, similar systems 
of government and laws and long established people to people contact have all come together to keep us 
close. 

During the period of the 1970s to 1980s when Guyana’s economy was flatlining, Trinidad and 
Tobago continued to supply Guyana with petroleum products on credit. During the 1990s, at the 
conclusion of the debt forgiveness process under the Paris Club arrangements for Guyana, Trinidad and 
Tobago forgave Guyana the single largest amount of debt of hundreds of millions of US dollars.       

This largesse should not be forgotten. Even though it has been almost impossible for Guyanese 
business people to get permission to invest or for professionals to get jobs or to reside in Trinidad and 
Tobago, relations between the governments of Guyana and of Trinidad and Tobago have always been 
cordial. 

After Trinidad and Tobago’s Independence, a new nationalism took hold. This resulted from 
measures to protect Trinidad and Tobago economically, applying what has now become known as local 
content policies. It became impossible for Guyanese professionals to get jobs in Trinidad and Tobago and 
for  Guyanese business people to invest. This was not directed to Guyana alone.  Guyanese sensed, rightly 
or wrongly, that Trinidadians were developing a sense of superiority, generated by Trinidad and Tobago’s 
oil wealth. Many Guyanese began to resent the air of superiority that Trinidadians began to display. 

Starting from the mid to late 1970s, Guyanese flooded into Trinidad to live and work, mainly 
illegally, because Guyana’s economy began to contract dramatically. At this time also, numerous 
Guyanese entered the business of ‘suitcase trading’ and for nearly two decades inundated Piarco Airport 
on a daily basis seeking airline tickets to Guyana and acceptance of excess baggage by the then BWIA. All 
Guyanese travelling through Trinidad, whether or not they were traders, were caught up in the extra 
security measures and the suspicion and hostility of the Trinidad authorities. The hostility of Trinidadians 
at that time remains an open wound today. 

High oil prices in the 1970s and later, and its subsidized price of oil to manufacturers, enabled 
Trinidad and Tobago to develop its industry and export capacity. It took advantage of its Caricom 
membership and vastly expanded its exports to and investments in Caricom. It continued its generous 
supply of petroleum products to its poorer Caricom partners. But when Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar 
announced that Trinidad and Tobago can no longer be the ATM machine for Caricom shortly after the 
Peoples’ Partnership government entered office in 2010, it was regarded as a particularly insulting and 
humiliating remark, well within the traditional superiority complex of Trinidad and Tobago. 
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In recent years, the economy of Trinidad and Tobago has been undergoing severe stress because 
of the fall in price for natural gas. In 2005 the price for natural gas was US$10 per MMBtu. Today it is just 
about US$3. There is a valiant effort by the government to reduce spending. A Trinidad and Tobago 
economy that cannot generate enough foreign exchange to feed investment has sent many Trinidadian 
business people with capital to Guyana, seeking investment opportunities. Trinidadians have been 
flooding Guyana for about two years and have been investing and Guyanese business people have become 
wary and sometimes resentful. The visit of Prime Minister Rowley has seen that resentment articulated 
in criticisms of the alleged one-sidedness of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 

The Government of Guyana did not appear to have taken the opportunity to raise with the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago its administrative obstructions that have been placed on the entry of 
Guyana’s exports. If that assessment is correct, Guyana lost a golden opportunity to open up Trinidad and 
Tobago’s economy to Guyana’s goods. The obstructions are well known and were detailed in a recent 
letter in the Stabroek News by Mr. Clement Rohee, who was Minister of Foreign Trade for several years 
in a PPP/C Government. 

This appears to be the basis of the criticisms of the MOU.  But the Guyana Government appears 
to have raised the issue of Trinidad’s recent reluctance to maintain its full support for Guyana in its 
controversy with Venezuela over the border issue, which was a significant departure from Trinidad and 
Tobago’s hitherto full support for Guyana’s case. Prime Minister Rowley’s change of posture and full 
endorsement of Guyana’s position is now welcome. Demarcation of maritime boundaries to eliminate 
overlaps appears to have to await further discussion. 

The MOU is an opportunity between the two governments to enhance co-operation. Trinidad and 
Tobago has the capacity and expertise to assist Guyana, which is in dire need of such assistance. Trinidad 
and Tobago business people should be encouraged to invest in Guyana, subject to any local content laws 
which may be implemented, much as Trinidad and Tobago did, enabling its business people to flourish 
during the oil years and much of its wealth to remain in Trinidad and Tobago. With opportunities now 
opening up due to Guyana’s advantageous position, it should begin pressing Trinidad and Tobago to 
remove its artificial barriers to trade. 

 

All these streets in Georgetown are named after one man 

By Frederick Kissoon 
 
 
 
 
 

In Cummingsburg, there is Thomas Street. It is a double carriageway bifurcated by an avenue. So 
you have the western portion and eastern side of Thomas Street. In Kitty, there is Thomas Street. The 
entrance to the army headquarters is on a street named Thomas Road. 
On Thomas Road is the head office of ACDA; the sports complex of the Guyana Public Service Union; the 
famous cricket club, Malteenoes, the technical operations office of GTT; David Rose School for disabled 
students; and the well-known barbecue hut, “The Grill”. 

Also from Thomas Road, you can enter the National Park and Queen’s College. Now the entire 
area, stretching from Sugrim Singh Road (which is the northern continuation of Irving Street), going west 
is named Thomas Lands. So Camp Ayanganna, ACDA, the National Park, etc are located in Thomas Lands. 
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I researched a number of Guyanese history texts to ascertain if Thomas Street (Cummingsburg), Thomas 
Street (Kitty), Thomas Road and Thomas Lands were named after the same man or woman? I couldn’t 
ascertain the facts so I called a few persons and except Hamilton Green, they didn’t know. 
Green said the gentleman was a plantation owner- Thomas Cummings. The Georgetown ward, 
Cummingsburg is named after him and Cummings Street too. 

Isn’t this too much symbolism for a former plantation owner? Two Georgetown wards and four 
streets bear this man’s titles. One must be careful how one tampers with history. History is not a 
normative process; it is a factual aspect of life so we can’t change historical contexts at our whims and 
fancy. 

There was a plantation owner named Thomas where now sit the places named above. I would 
warn we do not tamper with history. Leave Thomas Lands, Thomas Road and Cummingsburg alone. 
But we can change the two Thomas Streets and Cummings Street. I agree with President Burnham when 
he changed Murray Street to Quamina Street. Murray was a hangman who executed slave rebels. Why 
should a street be given his title? You give the title to places and roadways after people who lived positive 
lives and made positive contributions to the country of birth and the world in general. 

I would suggest the following: Change both the western and eastern sides of Thomas Street in 
Cummingsburg. Do you know an Indian national, Shruti Kant, who built one of the most successful private 
high schools on the western side of Thomas Street? He popularized Thomas Street from the fifties to the 
eighties. How many persons in Guyana know about Kant’s educational contributions to Guyana? 

Dr. Rowti Prashad also popularized the western section of Thomas Street with his famous hospital. 
One of the modern administrators of Guyana’s cricket, Kenny Wishart, lived on the same section. These 
are the contenders if we are going to relook at that part of Thomas Street. 

Across the avenue is the eastern portion of Thomas Street. It should be renamed Hospital Road. 
The famous Georgetown Hospital is known to every man, woman and child in the land. This landmark on 
Thomas Street runs from Middle Street to Lamaha Street. 

What about Thomas Street in Kitty? Is there someone nationalistic who once lived there? On 
Thomas Street, Kitty, there was a well-known cinema named Hollywood, at the junction of Alexander 
Street. It was built in 1941. Today, like Strand-De Lux at the corner of Wellington and Charlotte Streets in 
Lacytown, it was sold out to a church. Why not give it the appellation, Hollywood Road. 

I doubt any of my suggestions here will ever be given serious thought. The new Guyana we live in, 
leaders place no emphasis on historical symbolisms. Our leaders are only motivated by name-changing 
when it has a personal connection. It is not a question of bureaucracy or time. These things can be done 
in weeks not months. 

The bureaucratic procedures should not be onerous and lengthy. It didn’t take long to have 
Linden, Melanie Damishana, Roxanne Burnham Gardens, Quamina Street, Cheddi Jagan Airport, 
Chanderpaul Drive, the Eugene Correia Airport and the Arthur Chung Conference Centre. 

The name changing process is not a burdensome work. Why these things are not done is because 
of the mind of our leaders. They would quickly name a building or street after someone that was closely 
connected to them or their families or relatives. Other than that, they are not interested. 

There should be a huge sign at the Indian Garden Monument informing Guyana that the site was 
the original house of what is now Guyana Water Authority built by the colonials. That is where 
Georgetown got its drinking water from the 19th century onwards. 
 

 

 Shop at the online GIHR store 
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More than half of Guyana’s work force has only primary education – IADB Report 

– brain-drain a factor, says report 

By Abena Rockliffe-Campbell 

Anyone who supports the notion,  “an uneducated nation is a poor nation” would 
understand why Guyana remains underdeveloped. 

According to the Bureau of Statistics, more than half of the nation’s work force 
is either without any formal schooling or only attained a primary education. 
 

The Bureau did its first ever Labour Force Survey (LFS) covering the third quarter of 2017. 
The survey was conducted between July and September 2017 and was supported by the Inter-American 
Development Bank. The report also caught the attention of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
was mentioned in the Fund’s most recent Staff Report on Guyana.             

The Bureau found that Guyana’s population is young and ethnically diverse. The average age is 39 
and 47.1 percent of the population is under 25. 
Persons of East Indian descent comprise 42.8 percent of the working age population by ethnicity, followed 
by persons of African descent at 28.2 percent. 

The survey found that more than half of the working-age population received only primary 
education of no schooling. The Bureau found that 48.3 percent of the working population has a primary 
education while 9.9 percent of those who work never went to school. 

It was found that about a quarter of the working age population has upper secondary education, 
but only 2.8 percent has a Bachelor’s degree or above. 

The IMF noted, “Brain-drain of educated workers is an important factor contributing to this 
pattern.”  The employment-to-population ratio is slightly less than 50 percent. 

IMF noted that the employment-to-population ratio of men has slightly declined from 66.3 
percent to 62.1 percent compared to the 2012 Census while that of women has increased from 28 percent 
to 36.9 percent. Despite the improvement, the female employment-to-population ratio remains much 
lower than that of men. 

Unemployment rates are higher for women and the youth. The unemployment rate for persons 
aged 15 and above was 12 percent, but the women’s unemployment rate (15.3 percent) was much higher 
than that of men (9.9 percent). 

Youth unemployment rates were higher than the average unemployment rates for both men and 
women. The youth unemployment rate for men was 17.3 percent while that of women was 28 percent. 

Earnings gaps exist between employment types and gender, and across occupations. Salaried 
workers earn more than self-employed workers for both men and women. Men earn on average 1.36 
times the monthly earnings of women for salaried workers and 1.94 times that of self-employed workers. 
However, part of the gender earnings gap can be attributed to longer working hours for men. In terms of 
implied hourly wages, men on average earn 1.12 (1.59) times as much as women among salaried (self-
employed) workers. 

Monthly earnings differ greatly across occupations, with workers in financial and insurance 
services, and mining and manufacturing sectors earning more than workers in other occupations 
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National broadband network among US$52M in funding from China 

By Devina Samaroo 

 

 

 

 

Guyana and China Saturday signed agreements worth US$52 million that will go towards a 
national broadband network and other projects that are being fine-tuned, including those under China’s 
ambitious Belt and Road Initiative. 

The agreements were signed by the visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Minister of 
Foreign Carl Greenidge at the Arthur Chung Convention Centre. 

Greenidge and the Guyana Government delegation discussed a range of areas of cooperation. 
Among the agreements is a 250 million RMB (US$37M) Framework Agreement to implement the “Guyana 
National Broadband Project.” 

            China in Guyana 
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“This project will see the upgrading of the network to enable an equitable delivery of service in the 
education, health, security, business and other sectors,” Greenidge stated. 

The contract for this project was already signed last year with multinational Chinese firm Huawei 
pending the approval of the loan. 

The two countries also signed an agreement on economic and technical cooperation to fund 
several projects, including a Public Service College. This concessional loan is valued at an estimated 100 
million RMB or US$14 million. 

Guyana already has the Bertram Collins College of the Public Service which was officially opened 
in 2016 by President David Granger. 

It is believed that through the assistance from the Chinese Government, the college will undergo 
several upgrades to make its infrastructure modern. 

Two months ago Guyana and China signed a Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation 
within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative. 

During their meeting today, the ministers discussed how they will move forward with the 
cooperation areas identified under the MOU. 

While the MOU outlines broad areas of collaboration, such as policy coordination, enhancing 
connectivity, promoting trade and increased people-to-people exchanges among others, Minister 
Greenidge said the two countries must now identify specific proposals and develop a mechanism by which 
projects and programmes in these areas, may be proposed and evaluated at the technical level. 

 

Minister Greenidge said the Guyana Government already commenced discussions with other agencies in 
order to secure their inputs to assess their needs and to identify priority areas. 
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Referencing the longstanding diplomatic ties between Guyana and China, Minister Greenidge expressed 
that the visit by the Chinese Foreign Minister “will no doubt contribute to the strengthening and 
advancement of our relationship”. 

For his part, Wang Yi noted that “Guyana has been China’s traditional friend”. 
In 1972, Guyana became the first country in the English-speaking Caribbean to establish diplomatic 
relations with China. 

“We always recall that when China was experiencing some difficulties, it was Guyana who spoke 
up in support of restoration of normal seat of the PRC at the United Nations,” he expressed. 

It is against this backdrop that the Chinese Foreign Minister pledged to help Guyana achieve faster 
progress and prosperity. 

China also signed another agreement giving Guyana a grant of US$1.1M for the hosting of 17th 
Session of the Committee for the Review and Implementation of the Convention of the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in January of 2019. 

It will be the largest international meeting Guyana has ever hosted. 
Wang Yi said the two governments have identified future priorities for collaboration covering a 

wide span of areas like infrastructure, agriculture, fisheries, energy, including renewable energy sources, 
ICT, education, sports, public health to achieve faster progress and prosperity. 

Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 

1. Government is obliged to enhance the environment for business development and has been 
doing so by: 
- emphasizing education so as to ensure suitable and adequate skills for development; 
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- enhancing the country’s physical infrastructure and energy security; and 
- ensuring policies, laws and regulations which promote ease-of-doing business and fairer 
competition. 

2. “Guyana recalls its principled support for United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2758 of 
October 1971 which recognized the representatives of the government of the People’s Republic 
of China as “the only legitimate representatives of China to the United Nations.” Relations have 
been cemented through continuous cooperation in culture, defence, education, energy, health, 
infrastructure, medicine, mining and other fields. This was most evident during the recent visit 
of His Excellency, Wang Yi, State Councillor and Minister of Foreign Affairs. During that visit 
Guyana and China seized the opportunity to strengthen our programme of cooperation for the 
mutual benefit of both states.” 

3. “We are serious about LGE, it is a constitutional right, it is not a favour. You are entitled to it and 
this is not a matter of win or lose, not a matter of African, Indian, Amerindian, it is a matter of 
the citizens’ rights and you will exercise those rights for the second time under the APNU 
administration.” 

4. “We are not abandoning the sugar workers, we promised them their severance pay in two parts, 
the first in the first part of the year and second, in the second half of the year. I promise you 
that before the second half of the year, sugar workers will receive their severance pay.”  

5. “Guyana calls on this World Water Forum to take action to protect and preserve the Guiana 
Shield as a vital source of the world’s freshwater reserves. At stake is nothing less than humanity 
itself. Guyana, a small state, is part of the Guiana Shield, an area spread over 2.7 million square 
kilometres, making it bigger than Greenland. The ‘Shield’ is a zone, which encompasses parts of 
Brazil, Colombia and all of French Guiana, Guyana, Suriname and parts of Venezuela. The 
‘Shield’, described as the “lungs of the Earth” and the “greenhouse of the world” is a global 
resource because of the environmental services it provides.” 

6. The Region’s estimated US$ 4.5B annual food import bill could be slashed. Ten commodities – 
food preparations, wheat, rice, chicken, non-alcoholic beverages, maize, soybean, sugar and 
palm oil – account for more than 40 per cent of the Region’s food import bill.   Stock feed, 
valued at US$ 204M, accounts for more than five per cent of the bill. 

7. “The ‘Kirk’ is more than a place of worship. It is a social institution. It mirrors the development 
of Georgetown through more than two centuries, replete with the controversies and 
contradictions of colonial society. The ‘Kirk’ is a monument to the city’s colonial Dutch and 
British heritage. It was approved for construction in 1784 during the Dutch regime but was built 
and opened for worship after the British seized Demerara in 1803. It was proposed, originally as 
a place of worship for Dutch settlers but, eventually, was bought and built, through public 
subscription, for adherents of the Established Church of Scotland, St. Andrew’s is one of 
Georgetown’s distinctive landmarks. It is located on Brickdam, the city’s oldest street and in 
Stabroek, the city’s oldest ward,” stated President Granger. 

8. “Fifteen years after, the ‘Kirk’ hosted a historic service, attended by then Governor Sir Henry 
Light and scores of Africans, on August 1, 1838 to mark Emancipation. The ‘Kirk’, located 
opposite the Legislative Assembly, was a ‘witness’ to the execution of Damon after the 
Essequibo revolt was suppressed in 1834. The Kirk’s played an important role in the city’s social 
development. It was a font for education, having established a school in 1841. The Kirk became 
a centre of culture by hosting public concerts and recitals. 

9. Our nation has a responsibility, to pay homage to those distinguished sons and daughters, who 
through precept and example, have provided outstanding service to their communities. 
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10. St. Andrew’s place in our history is assured. St. Andrew’s Kirk is the cradle of Presbyterianism in 
our country. The Presbyterian order has provided unbroken ministry to our people for two 
centuries, 

The National Budget presentation on UTT 

By 

Dr Kumar Mahabir 
 

There are only three (3) sentences on the University of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT) in the T&T’s 
Government’s 2018/2019 national budget. These three sentences constitute one paragraph in a a 
Budget Statement that is 48 pages long. 

The brevity of the budget statement on UTT is suspect. It is a whisper from the standard roar that 
UTT is the first and only national university, although its President, Sarim N. Al-Zubaidy, is from Iraq. After 
his retrenchment of lecturers on May 11, 2018, he spent a tremendous amount of money doing damage 
control through promotional advertising with the pathetic tagline: “UTT IS HERE TO STAY”. 

In his public oral statements on UTT, the Acting Chairman of the Board of Governors, Clement 
Imbert, is also short on details. Imbert and his nephew, Minister of Finance Colm Imbert, feel safe in being 
short (no pun intended) on UTT. To say more would reveal the devil in the details as is also the case in the 
current crisis in another State entity, Petrotrin. 
Research and dissemination of knowledge 

In one of his three sentences on UTT, the Minister of Finance gloated that the university “has been 
discharging its role as a catalyst for economic transformation through the advancement and application 
of research and dissemination of knowledge to produce work-ready graduates and critical thinkers for the 
country.” 

This boast is a paradox and irony. I was one of 59 lecturers who were retrenched by UTT without 
due process on May 11 for being a “surplus” academic as part of the university’s “restructuring exercise.” 

As an Assistant Professor, I was discharging my role as “a catalyst for economic transformation 
through the advancement and application of research and dissemination of knowledge …”. I 
have published scores of research-based articles in newspapers, magazines, journals and chapters in 
books. I also have eleven (11) books to my name. I have also presented research papers at local, regional 
and international seminars, conventions and conferences. 

The person who replaced me at UTT has not published and, therefore, was not advancing and 
applying research, and disseminating knowledge for the country. A search in the databases ResearchGate, 
Google Scholar, ProQuest, EBSCO and Academia.edu revealed that she has not published a single research 
paper, even in a newsletter. I have post-graduate degrees in two disciplines; my M.Phil degree is in the 
Humanities (Literatures in English) and my Ph.D. is in the Social Sciences (Anthropology). Yet I was selected 
for retrenchment. 

In his budget presentation, Colm Imbert also gloated that UTT “has been discharging its role as a 
catalyst … to produce work-ready graduates and critical thinkers for the country.” As an 
Assistant Professor, I taught several courses during my 10 continuous years of service to the  
university with an average of 30 students in each class. I taught courses in both the Primary and 
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Secondary School specializations. 
Each semester (Terms 1 and 2), I taught an average of five (5) or more classes. I was selected for 

retrenchment by administrator Dr. Judy Rocke while teaching the course CIED 4001: Contemporary Issues 
in Education. She dismissed me as a “surplus” lecturer when most of my colleagues were on vacation. 
UTT short on transparency and credibility 

On Monday, Minister Colm Imbert began his budget presentation by saying that when his party 
assumed power in September 2015, “we promised the citizens of T&T a transparent, honest and 
accountable Government. This was necessary for establishing credibility and trust in the new Government 
…”. 

After the wrongful dismissal of 59 lecturers on May 11, 2018, UTT under Clement Imbert fell flat 
on the measure of transparency, honesty, accountability, credibility and trust. Some of us are seeking 
justice in the High Court and the Equal Opportunity Commission & Tribunal. We are asking UTT to reveal 
what criteria were used to dismiss us, if any at all, and whether these criteria were fair, objective, 
equitable and transparent? 

Some of us have been working at the university on a 3-year contractual basis – some, like me, for 
ten (10) continuous years - when we were summarily dismissed by our supervisor, Dr Rocke, in the 
presence of an HR official. UTT lost all transparency, honesty, accountability, credibility and trust when 
due process was not followed in retrenching us. 

UTT failed to consult with the affected lecturers, failed to give prior notice of dismissal, failed to 
provide the restructuring plan of the university, failed to present evidence that each lecturer was 
“surplus” and/or “redundant”, failed to give an opportunity to the affected lecturer to respond, and failed 
to provide an opportunity for the lecturer to be represented by an attorney. 
Minister Imbert should be ashamed to conclude his budget presentation by grinning and gloating, “We 
did it our way.” 
[Dr. Mahabir taught several courses at UTT including Research Methods.] 

Recent releases 
1. GIHR News September-December 2018. 
2. CLEO Women’s History Magazine: September-December 2018 
3. Lessons in Guyanese History: From Abolition to Rastafari 
4. In His Foot Steps 
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Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child development centre. Call Sister Elvira 
Moses at 2275093                                                                                                                                                                   
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The following GIHR courses run from September to July.   They are available online, as well as in 
packages, for homestudy: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma in Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year                                            

1. Click, like and, share GIHR Face book, Guyana Institute of Historical Research Diploma in 
historical studies, History Online, and GIHR Montrose Academy pages.   

2. Donate to the annual Walk-a-thon, scheduled for 27 October. 
3. School outreach is in October.  

 
 
 
 

 


