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BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP 
Express 

Father Carl Peters (left), vicar of St. Augustine’s Anglican Church receiving US-
based Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund’s donation of $100,000. Presenting 
the cheque is Mrs. Paulette Charles, community leader and parishioner. 

 

From the New York Patronal Dance proceeds, Buxton-Friendship Heritage 
Fund (USA) has made a donation of GY$100,000 to Buxton’s St. Augustine’s 
Anglican Church in appreciation of the rich and indelible legacy of this revered 
festivity. “Patronal” was introduced to the community by the church more than 
80 years ago, under the late, venerable Father William Burgan. 

The presentation took place during Mass on Sunday, 23rd September, 2018. 
The rest of the proceeds from the successful New York event has been set 
aside for the organization’s Education projects. Thanks to all who contributed! 



Local government is the system for managing and developing your community under the leadership of persons 
you choose from within your community. The leaders chosen by you to manage your community are called council-
lors. The body of councillors is called a Council. There are presently eighty (80) such Councils. 

 

HOW ARE COUNCILLORS CHOSEN? 
Councillors are elected in a local government election – being eighty (80) separate elections held on the same 

day. The next local government election will be held on 12th November, 2018. 
 

WHAT IS AN IMPORTANT FACT ABOUT LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS? In general elections only political par-
ties can present candidates. On the other hand, in local government elections, civic groups such as volunteer-
groups, community groups, faith-based organisations and any other group can also field candidates. In fact, even 
an individual can contest as an independent candidate to become a councillor. 

 

WHO CAN BE A CANDIDATE FOR OFFICE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS? 
Any Guyanese who is eligible to vote and lives in a particular constituency can be a candidate in his or her con-

stituency, except the following categories of persons: Members of the National Assembly, Members of the armed 
forces, Local Government Officers, the Ombudsman, Director of Public Prosecutions, Election Officer, or Registra-
tion Officer. 

 

WHAT IS THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM? 
Local government organs are composed of towns commonly known as municipalities and Neighbourhood De-

mocratic Councils (NDCs). There are currently seventy NDCs and ten townships or municipalities. Each municipality 
or NDC is subdivided into a given number of constituencies which are specifically demarcated and defined parts of 
towns or villages. There are, in total, five hundred and eighty (580) such constituencies. 

 

WHY IS LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPORTANT? 
Local government allows citizens to participate in the decision-making process at the community level. Councils 

can identify the needs of citizens and deliver services in a more efficient way. Local government is about handing 
power to the people to manage their community’s affairs in a transparent and accountable manner. In the ab-
sence of local government some other body of persons will manage the affairs of your community and those per-
sons will not have the same interest or knowledge in your community-affairs as you do, because you live there and 
they do not. 

 

WHAT WORKS WOULD THE COUNCIL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DOING? 
Local government is responsible for identifying and implementing needed projects such as building and main-

taining roads, bridges, playgrounds, parks, sanitary landfills and other public property. 
 

WHAT OTHER SERVICES CAN COUNCILS PROVIDE? Local government is also responsible for garbage collection, 
cleaning of drains and parapets, protection of property, policing and provision of security for private citizens, provi-
sion of healthcare services, education, improving the environment, pest control, regulating noise nuisances, pro-
moting tourism and sports, encouraging persons to become involved in community projects among many other 
services which will improve the quality of life in the community. In other words, all the services necessary for mem-
bers of the community to go about their daily lives. 

 

HOW IS LOCAL GOVERNMENT DIFFERENT FROM CENTRAL GOVERNMENT?  
National matters such as protecting our country’s borders, overseeing national security and formulating foreign 

policy are the responsibility of Central Government. On the other hand, Local Government, being located within the 
community, is better able to know exactly what is needed by the neighbourhood and empowered to effectively ful-
fill those needs. 

 

WHO CAN VOTE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS? 
Any registered voter who is either a citizen of Guyana, or a Commonwealth citizen resident in Guyana for at least 

one year, can vote. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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WHY SHOULD I PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS?  
Because, by voting or being a candidate you will have the opportunity to choose who will make decisions that 

directly affect you. If you do not participate, other people will choose your community representatives and you will 
have no voice in the decision-making process. It is therefore important for you to take part. Your vote is your 
voice. 

 

FROM WHERE DOES A LOCAL DEMOCRATIC ORGAN DERIVE ITS AUTHORITY? 
The authority of local government is enshrined in the Constitution. Sections 12, 13, 74 and 75, specify and de-

fine the role of local government. The Constitution says, “Local government by freely elected representatives of 
the people is an integral part of the democratic organization of the State.” Other laws specify what local govern-
ment organs are supposed to do; the Municipal and District Councils Act and the Local Government Act govern 
the actions of town councils and NDCs, respectively. 

 
Reprinted (with modifications) from KAIETEUR NEWS / APNU COLUMN / January 3, 2016  
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Let’s talk about an N-word. No, not that word; the other word—NAMES, “false names,” to be exact. False-
names or aliases are acquired by various means, including assignment or personal adoption. Saying 
false-names can evoke laughter, provoke camaraderie, but there is a dark side to the practice. Thus, re-
gardless of how people come by them, respond or not to them, false-names impact the community in 
meaningful ways. 

 

Take a walk with me along Buxton Middle walk. There is a crowd in front of the party place, Tipperary 
Hall. They are part of the Saturday evening throng that lines the street watching the partygoers or just lim-
ing there. Someone shouts an N-word or “false-name”. It is not noticed by most of the crowd, but one per-
son hears it and looks around for the offender. He does so just in time to see a young girl laugh and dis-
appear among the bodies in the crowd. 

 

Now, let’s go to Friendship Middle Walk to St. Anthony’s RC School, now Friendship Primary School. It is 
just after 8:30 am and the school has just “call [ed] in”. Listen to this exchange between a teacher and a 
student in the classroom. 

 

Teacher: "What's my name?" 
Student: "Mr. Griffith, Sir." 
Teacher: "So what did you call me Saturday night?" 
Student: [Silence] 
Teacher: "What's my name, again?" 
Student: "Mr. Griffith, Sir." 
And a caning begins (corporal punishment). 
 

The rhetorical context is the village. The people directly involved are a young pupil of Mr. Griffith, to be-
gin. However, it would be remiss of this author to ignore the broader context in which the exchange takes 
place. False-names coinage is a making that is permissive, prevalent, endemic and accepted in many 
communities, including the village community of Buxton. Its usage does not exempt anyone and disre-
gards age limits. In fact, its manufacture can be done by anyone with a keen sense of observation. And, 
who better than children to do that! Children’s social commentary on adults, life, themselves and the like 
can be both scathing and insightful. They can call a thing, a thing; and doing so may be evidence of their 
aptness for critical inquiry. Yet, in execution, it calls into question the fluidity of codes of conduct, respect 
for self and others. The case in point is, that young people who might otherwise show respect to a person 
in authority might take licence to breach that code and call a teacher a “false-name” with impunity--- if 
they can get away with it. In this case, the student did not. 

 

I place this N-Word practice in the discussions on gender and micro-aggressions to examine how we get 
to the place where certain members of the community are made to wear a public moniker of disgrace for 
their entire life. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Griffith also known as “Fancy Lady” 
 

From a very young age, Clairmonte Griffith displayed manner-
isms that the community marked as feminine, thus he was consid-
ered “gay” early. I am not sure who started it, but I know he had 
the name in elementary school. Soon the entire village knew him 
by the N-word — "Fancy Lady" — a name that stuck to him his en-
tire life. Monty, as he was also called, was known to respond with 
verbal abuse directed to anyone who called him that name. 

 

His being a gifted pianist with academic brilliance did not absolve him from gender discrimination and 
abuse. In his adult years, although he was a teacher extraordinaire, a title like that, for most, carries great 
respect. He was further called out of his name. Like most men in the Caribbean, Guyana, and his village- 
Buxton, who were “gay” by confession or not, he earned a third N-word — that of "Anti-man"; a pejorative 
for gay men. 

 

Although gender bias appears routinely alongside other forms of discrimination, name calling requires 
significant attention. Name calling is as a result of cultural practice. Long-held cultural practices within 
communities allow for persons to relate to each other though names. While society as a whole uses 
names to make communication easier, this N-word is not often used to do that. 

 

It is used to malign and to harass members of the community. Thus, names and naming are important 
for creating order, identifying, and being. People routinely ascribe names to others based on physical ap-
pearance, personality, behavior, incidents, and genealogy, to name a few, as part of their fluid negotiated 
selfhood. When people practise name calling, they participate in a process of enculturation or how we are 
or have come to be. Indeed, Dr. Owen Ifill's "Dem Seh: Bux'n Tales” was on to the phenomena, evidenced 
in that chronicle of "false names" of people in Buxton Village, dating back almost a century. Dr. Ifill's book 
and CDs are popular and a valuably welcome work in our history and culture. The latter, played in taxis, 
homes and road-side eateries, provides great comic relief and people are able to reflect and observe 
name-calling or "false names" with soft-eyes and belly laugh. 

 

Identity Negotiations 
The practice of giving false names is often a contested and negotiated practice. For instance, Mr. Rob-

erts, known as “Badding”, is said to have made peace with the name “Badding”. However, he had a prob-
lem with "the ding-ding-ding!" Persons who called him that knew well to start running for their lives. In 
“Dem Seh”, Dr. Ifill reveals that persons are identified based on the description of their body parts: head, 
ear, hands, mouth and the like. Some people have had false names trusted upon them, to the point that 
their Christian names have remained obscure most of their lives. Others embraced or even gave them-
selves "false names". Regarding the latter, this author surmises that having a false name establishes 
street credibility, popularity, and status in the community. Further, the marking of self remains autono-
mous and is a tenet of how one becomes part of the community, but there is a dark side. 

 

The darker side of a "False Name" 
He depicts a long-held practice that needs to be examined in the discussion of enculturation beyond the 

scope of this space. Most crucial to note, however, is that while a reading of Ifill's work evokes pathos, it 
makes visible a darker side of that N-word. False name giving and using can show a kind of messiness of 
life wherein the fallout is dread. Most people do not like to be shamed. Yet, ironically persons fearing or 
participating are among the observant participants with quick wits that are used to sentence themselves 
and others to lifelong agony. Ordinary everyday interactions viewed from a different perspective can 
cause someone to get a "Name." So, everyday living fraught with occasions to misspeak, or show weak-
ness becomes a trap. 

Pauline F. Baird, PhD 
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The BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND (USA) and the Canada-based COMMITTEE TO AS-

SIST BUXTON/FRIENDSHIP (COTAB) will present six (6) young Buxtonians with bursary awards for 

the academic year 2018-2019. Five of the students are currently enrolled at the University of Guy-

ana (UG), while the other one is at the University of the West Indies (UWI).  

Under the theme: “Honouring and Supporting Our Scholars,” the presentation will take place at 

the Arundel Congregational (Missionary) Church on Buxton Middle Walk, on Sunday, 7th October, 

2018 during worship service, starting at 8:00 a.m. Buxtonian native and former Minister of Educa-

tion and Ambassador to Russia for Guyana - Mr. Malcolm Parris is expected to address the recipi-

ents before making the presentations. Rev. Paulette Hannibal will conduct the sermon. 

The public is invited to attend. 

The BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND wishes to 

acknowledge all of its recent donors, including: 

 BROTHER WESLEY JAMES 

 SISTER CORA VASCONCELLOS 

 SISTER OSA WILLS-TROTMAN 
 

We take this opportunity to commend the 

sterling efforts by Sister Cora Vasconcellos in 

her give-back to Buxton. Once again, as part of 

her annual contribution, she availed her time 

and resources to acquire and donate 600 note-

books for our 2019 school supplies project, for 

the benefit of schoolchildren in Buxton. 

Thank You all for your kindness and generos-

ity. May God continue to shower you with His 

richest blessings!   
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From the Catholic Standard, September 21, 2018: 
 

Guyana’s first native Roman Catholic bishop, 

Bishop Ganesh Benedict Singh, was on Mon-

day, September 17th laid to rest in a tomb be-

low the high altar of Brickdam Cathedral in 

an uncommon and somewhat exclusive burial 

ceremony which was last witnessed in then 

British Guiana in 1931 when Bishop Theodore 

Galton was also entombed in the crypt of the 

Cathedral.  

Bishop Singh was born on Decem-
ber 2nd 1927 in Buxton, Demerara, 
Guyana. He was the son of Joseph 
Alexander and Matilda Amanda 
(Fredericks) Singh.  

His ordination to the priesthood took place 

in Rome on December 7th 1954. He obtained 

his Doctorate in Sacred Theology from the 

Pontifical Propaganda College in Rome in 

1957. He returned to serve the Church in Guy-

ana in December 1957. On February 18th 1971, 

Pope Paul VI appointed Father Benedict 

Singh as Auxiliary Bishop of Georgetown.  

On Sunday April 18th, 1971, in the Cathedral 

of the Immaculate Conception, Brickdam, 

which was filled to its utmost capacity, Bene-

dict Singh was led to the altar to be made the 

first Guyanese Bishop of the Roman Catholic 

Church.  

The Church in Guyana has been richly 

blessed by his 64 years of priesthood and 47 

years as a Bishop. May he rest in peace and 

rise in glory!  
The body of the late bishop being taken to its final resting place 
— crypt below the high altar of the Cathedral of The Immaculate 
Conception, Brickdam, Georgetown. 
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Buxton-Fr iendship Her i tage  Fund,  Inc.  

BUXTON: Guyana’s Premier Village 

DONATIONS WELCOME 

BUXTON MEDICAL OUTREACH 
Led by Dr. James Cort 

Specialist Doctors & Experienced Medical Team  
Caribbean Medical Mission of New Jersey, USA  
Thursday, 7th November, 2018 

Buxton Health Centre, Market Square 
Adult Medicine and Children’s Health  

FREE Medical Evaluation * Diagnostic Tests * Eye Exams * 

Blood Tests * Cholesterol  Screening * Prescription Drugs & More 

Please Send (Tax-deductible) Donation to: 

BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND, INC.  
454 Vermont Street, Brooklyn, NY 11207 

Email US: 
BuxtonExpress@aol.com 

Buxton-Friendship Express    *    September 2018 

POSTAL ADDRESS 
454 Vermont Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11207 
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