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Volda Lawrence 

Reach for your dreams, 
Soar above the clouds, 
Without fear, 
Without limitation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History was created on Sunday, 19 September 2018, when Minister of Public Health , Volda Lawrence 
was elected to serve as party chairman of the  People’s National Congress Reform (PNCR) following 
elections at the party’s 20th Biennial Congress . 

Long standing  member , Dr George Norton and Annette Ferguson , the Junior Minister of Public 
Infrastructure were jointly elected to  serve as Vice Chair of the party. Party Leader ,President David 
Granger was not  challenged for the leadership position. 
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Minister of State , Joseph Harmon and Attorney General  Basil Williams ,who was replaced by Lawrence 
on  Sunday night , also campaigned for the post. 

Hewley Griffith , the returning officer in his announcement of the results, noted that Lawrence 
obtained 346 votes  , Harmon 287 and Williams 183 votes. For the Vice-Chair post , Norton obtained 242 
votes while Ferguson obtained 260 votes. 

President Granger  told the gathering following the  announcement  of  the results ,”this 

morning the contest is over ,the Local  Government Elections campaign starts.” 

Prime Minister Rowley can’t count Indians 

  

By 
Dr Kumar Mahabir 

 

A few days ago, Prime Minster Dr Keith Rowley lashed out at mainly Indo-Trinidadian (Indian) 
critics by saying that they were “trying to stir up racial hatred” in the multi-ethnic society. 

He was reported in the media as saying that his ruling PNM party “continues to be the only true 
national party” in Trinidad and Tobago (T&T) where “every creed and race find an equal place.” 

Rowley added: [J]ust remember half of the PNM Government is Indian” and that “those Indians 
[critics] are insulting the Indian population … please have a conversation with them [Indians in the 
Government].” 
Rowley was trying to deflect criticism by ethnic, religious and women’s groups that his party had promoted 
violence on a sari-clad Hindu and Indian woman in a skit at its Sports and Family Day on Sunday August 
12, 2018. 

There are 23 PNM Members of Parliament (MP) in the House of Representatives. Of these, there 
are only two (2) Indians: Faris Al-Rawi and Terrence Deyalsingh. Indians, therefore, constitute a trifle nine 
percent (9%) of PNM MPs in Parliament. 
Not many Indian Ministers in the PNM Government  

Apparently Rowley miscounted. Half of the PNM Government is not Indian. There are only 26 percent 
(26% or 6) Indians in Cabinet as Ministers viz Clarence Rambharath, Terrence Deyalsingh, Kazim Hosein, 
Rohan Sinanan, Franklin Khan, and I reluctantly threw in Faris Al-Rawri too in the daal pot.  

Seventy-four percent (74%) or 17 Ministers in government are non-Indians. There is a margin of 
error of plus or minus one minister whose ethnicity could not be determined because of a calculation 
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error by my research assistant. I differed with her confidence level when she said he looked like Sméagol 
(Gollum) of the Misty Mountains in the epic adventure fantasy film, The Lord of the Rings. 
According to Government’s CSO population survey in 2011, Indians consist of 35 percent of the 
population, the largest ethnic group in the country. Comprising 26 percent in the government, Indian 
ministers are, therefore, underrepresented and do not find a proportionately “equal place” in Rowley’s 
PNM administration. 
The Ministers in Rowley’s Government who are all members and representatives of the PNM have 
tremendous rights, powers and privileges. Pursuant to Chapter 5, Section 74.1 of the Constitution, the 
Prime Minister and Ministers in his Cabinet have been empowered to “have the general direction and 
control of the government of Trinidad and Tobago …”.  
Hindus underrepresented in the PNM Government  

Rohan Sinanan is the only Hindu in Cabinet and Kazim Hosein is the only Muslim. These two non-
Christians were installed in the Cabinet in June and November 2016 consecutively, more than a year after 
the PNM took Government in September 2015.  
Rowley appointed these two non-Christian Ministers after complaints by Hindus and Muslims that they 
were not represented in Government. Sinanan represents six percent (6%) of the Hindus and Kazim 20 
percent (20%) respectively in the population. According to the CSO population survey in 2011, Hindus 
comprise 18% of the population and Muslims 5%. Sinanan can, therefore, be seen as a window dressing 
because Hindus are grossly underrepresented in Government. 

Operating under a republican constitution, the Prime Minister in T&T heads a cabinet of ministers 
who are chosen by him or her. In the current administration, Rowley has the power to appoint and revoke 
ministers in his cabinet who are the executive, high-ranking decision-makers. 
The book Caribbean Islands (1989), edited by Sandra Meditz and Dennis Hanratty, states that in T&T: “The 
prime minister is by far the most powerful figure in the government and is responsible for running the 
government. The prime minister chooses cabinet ministers from Parliament, who are then appointed by 
the president, and he can change ministers and ministries at will.” 
Awfully few Indian ambassadors 

There are 19 ambassadors appointed by Rowley to embassies abroad. Of the 19 ambassadors, 
only three (16%) are Indians: H.E. Garth Chatoor in Ottawa in Canada, H.E. Roger Gopaul in South Africa, 
and H.E. Stephen Seedansingh in China. Sixteen percent (16%) is not half (50%), Mr Prime Minister and 
Political Leader. 

Despite the etymology of her last name, Jenelle Pariag is not an Indian. Pariag is the Acting Consul 
General in Miami in the USA. His Excellency Dave Persad was T&T’s High Commissioner in India until he 
resigned in July due to reportedly corrupt “financial accountability” in the embassy. 

An attorney and former chairman of the Couva/Tabaquite/Talparo Regional Corporation under 
the People’s Partnership Government, Persad joined the PNM campaign during the 2015 general election. 
It is widely believed that he was awarded the diplomatic post for his betrayal of the People’s Partnership 
Partnership. 

Appointments of High Commissioners/Ambassadors are made by the President in accordance 
with the advice of the Prime Minister. They are highest-ranking representatives of T&T in their respective 
host countries and represent the interests and policies of their home country. 
The abysmally small number of Indians as directors and heads of State boards would be another article 

for another day. 
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Congratulations Rev. Glenna Spencer 

 
Congratulations newly appointed Commissioner of Police, Leslie Albert James.
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President memorialises 195th Demerara Revolt anniversary 

On August 21, 2018, the 195th anniversary since the 1823 Demerara Revolt, tributes were given to the 
sacrifices made by those who were enslaved under British rule, at a commemorative ceremony which 

was observed on Monday. 
 
The observance was held at the 1823 
Monument in the company of the President of 
Guyana, David Granger; Speaker of the 
National Assembly, Dr Barton Scotland; 
members of the Diplomatic Corp and other 
stakeholders. 
Wreaths were laid at the base of the 
monument while homages were paid with 
national songs and performances by the 
National Dance Company and a musical 
rendition by the Guyana Police Force (GPF) 
band. 
During his feature address, President Granger 
noted that this month recalls the struggles 
which were made by our ancestors for 
freedom, commencing with Emancipation Day 
and continuing with the anniversary of the 
Revolt. 
“The Revolt, involving more than 11,000 
Africans across 55 plantations on the East 
Coast of Demerara, was the largest revolt of 
enslaves Africans in Guyana and is one of the 
most significant in the dismantling of the slave 
mode of production in the Caribbean.” 
Amid the sacrifices that were made, he 
nevertheless acknowledged that it opened an 
opportunity for the enslaved ancestors to 

attain freedom through the various rebellions that were planned on the plantations at different periods. 
However, this day is marked specifically in honour to those who would’ve fought for emancipation 
during the Demerara Revolt. Insight was also given to the other rebellions which were led in Essequibo 
and Berbice. 
“The Demerara Revolt was suppressed but it ignited the flame of freedom. News of the bloody 
suppression and revolt created outrage in Britain. The revolts rolled in the passage of the emancipation 
act 10 years after. The Cooperative Republic of Guyana designated the 20th of August as Demerara 
Martyrs Day in homage to the victims of the Demerara Revolt,” President Granger said. 
Sports and cultural activist, Aaron Blackman remarked, “Those martyrs every year invigorates the 
peaceful revolution pursued by the conscious African man and woman in our African villages through 
these commemorative ceremonies that reminds us of our past.” 
Sports and cultural activist, Aaron Blackman remarked, “Those martyrs every year invigorates the 
peaceful revolution pursued by the conscious African man and woman in our African villages through 
these commemorative ceremonies that reminds us of our past.” 
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At that time, he also explicated on the importance of education and safe spaces for the development of 
youths in all communities. 

      
On August 18, 1823, people who were enslaved under the British rule enaged in the Demerara 
Rebellion, revolting for two days. Plans for the rebellion began on August 17, 1823 at Plantation Success 
and was led by Quamina and his son, Jack Gladstone. During the revolt, Quamina called for peace to 
remain but his pleas fell on deaf ears and the slaves rebelled the following day. They were killed by the 
colonial masters after shots were fired into the crowds, killing some 200 persons. 
them were beheaded while 16 were lined up to be hanged. Gladstone was sent to St Lucia and Quamina 
was traced and killed in September, 1823.                                                                                                                     

 

 Save the children. 
Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child development centre. Call Sister Elvira Moses at 2275093 
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It is with immense sadness that the Annan family and the Kofi Annan Foundation announce that Kofi 
Annan, former Secretary General of the United Nations and Nobel Peace Laureate, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday 18th August after a short illness. His wife Nane and their children Ama, Kojo and 
Nina were by his side during his last days. 
 
Kofi Annan was a global statesman and a deeply committed internationalist who fought throughout his 
life for a fairer and more peaceful world. During his distinguished career and leadership of the United 
Nations he was an ardent champion of peace, sustainable development, human rights and the rule of 
law. 
 

First Black United Nations 

Secretary General Kofi Annan  
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After stepping down from the United Nations, he continued to work tirelessly in the cause of peace 
through his chairmanship of the Kofi Annan Foundation and as chair of The Elders, the group founded by 
Nelson Mandela. He was an inspiration to young and old alike. 
 
Kofi Annan was a son of Ghana and felt a special responsibility towards Africa. He was particularly 
committed to African development and deeply engaged in many initiatives, including his chairmanship 
of the Africa Progress Panel and his early leadership of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA). 
A tribute to Kofi Annan, from his family 
On 18 August, the world lost a leader and a 
statesman: Kofi Atta Annan. 
And we lost a brother, a husband, a father, a 
grandfather, and an uncle – a man of deep 
conviction who was as committed to instilling the 
values of fairness, integrity, kindness, and service 
in each of us, as he was to advocating for peace 
and human rights around the world. 
He was as present with each of us and the family 
as a whole, as he was with every crisis, every 
mission, and every intervention. 
       

Kofi Annan blows out the candles on his 80th 
birthday, with help from his grandson Atta 

No call, email, or text went unanswered. 
No personal crises unaddressed. 
No major family milestones or celebrations unattended, no matter what was happening in the world. 
So while we shared him with the world, we were never poorer for it.  
Today, buoyed and comforted by the outpouring of love and support we have received from around the 
world, we are richer for having shared him with you. Stubborn optimist that he was, he would want us 
all to look forward with hope, and keep striving to create a freer, fairer, more peaceful world. 
Daddy, may you rest in perfect peace knowing the depth of our love for you and gratitude for the 
tremendous role you played in each of our lives. 
Atta says, “Bye bye Grandpa, enjoy heaven!” 
 – Kojo, on behalf of the Annan family 

Kofi Annan with his wife Nane and family 
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Bob Marley and the Caribbean that made him 

By 
Dr. David Hinds 

 
 
Bob Marley was first and foremost a political singer; he used his talents to articulate 
and convey political messages. Reggae music is by definition political music; its birth 
and evolution were a response to the dynamics of political independence in Jamaica 
and the Caribbean. But while reggae artistes have concentrated on mild political 
messages, Marley and a few other have stuck to the hardcore, direct political messages. 
Here I define politics in its broader sense to include a plethora of themes such as justice, 
freedom, empowerment, resistance, liberation, emancipation, human rights, struggle, 
revolution, self-reliance and nationalism.   

To properly appreciate Bob Marley’s music, therefore, one has to understand the political 
developments of Jamaica and the Caribbean from the 1940s onwards. Marley was born in 1945, just as 
Jamaica was entering the period of decolonization – the transition from colonial rule to independence. He 
was a teenager when Jamaica became independent in 1962. Hence, he was a child of Independence who 
came of age during the period of decolonization and the first two decades of independence. 
The coming of independence to the Caribbean brought with it a spirit of freedom which was manifested 
by a heightened sense of national pride. That nationalism was especially strong among the African-
Caribbean section of the population, which had been victims of both slavery and colonial domination. 

The experience of slavery has had a lasting influence on their identity—an identity which was 
largely shaped in the crucible of that system. Coming from Africa against their will as members of different 
tribes or ethnic groups, slavery, in effect, forced upon them pan-African identity. In the process of 
surviving and resisting enslavement, they created new ways of life that married retentions of their African 
cultures to the realities of the Caribbean. This creolization would become a central tenet of Caribbean 
identity. 

The Caribbean narratives, therefore, are grounded in memories of slavery and colonialism. These 
systems of domination had undermined the creative energies of the victims; their creative imagination 
was not allowed free reign. Insofar as they expressed themselves, it was done within prescribed limits. 
The coming of independence, therefore, saw a release of these energies in the form of cultural and 
intellectual expressions. 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/bob-marley-1.jpg
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In Jamaica, Ska, a precursor to reggae, burst on the scene. It was a music full of energy and celebration 
that came out of the lower classes of Jamaican society and captured the imagination of the entire society. 
In Trinidad and Tobago, the steel-pan was born–a musical instrument that also came from the social 
bottom of the society. 

All over the region, calypso, the mother music of the English-speaking Caribbean, became the 
national music. Caribbean writers began to publish books about the Caribbean for Caribbean audiences. 
Caribbean scholars, educated in the Caribbean both at the University of the West Indies and abroad, 
began to teach and advocate for the Caribbean revolutionary transformation in a united Caribbean. The 
national sport in the region, cricket, was being transformed as the regional team began to dominate and 
for the first time was led by a Black player. 

By the end of the 1960s, the Caribbean political landscape witnessed the convergence of Black 
Power ferment, anti-imperialist advocacy and leftist revolutionary critique and activism. This radical 
political mixture would characterize the region’s politics throughout the 1970s when Bob Marley was at 
the height of his artistic production. 

In Jamaica, this was the period of Democratic Socialism advanced by the Michael Manley-led 
People’s National Party (PNP) government, which was swept to power in 1972 by the radical politics 
referred to above. 

Although he himself was not a radical activist, Manley’s anti-imperialist and nationalist rhetoric 
caught the imagination of the poor and the radical youth. His democratic socialism centered the 
empowerment of the poor and marginalized sections of the society, including the hitherto maligned 
Rastafarians. 

This is the Caribbean in which Bob Marley comes of age and begins to hone his craft. His 
generation was politicized by these developments. A collective national consciousness and Black 
consciousness gripped Jamaica and the rest of the Caribbean. In such an atmosphere, art was not divorced 
from politics and nationalism. In fact, artistic expression was itself a driving force in the shaping of the 
consciousness of the period. 

Marley’s lyrics in many regards were the products of the politics of this period, and in turn, 
helped to further radicalize particularly the youth and the poor. His songs covered a range of political 
topics from poverty and war to slavery and imperialism – topics that were very much part of the political 
discourse in the region. While his lyrics did not directly reference local politics and politicians, his 
general critique of the elites and the powerful in the society was enough to indict him. 
Although he was not affiliated to any of the political parties or groups, his songs were utilized by especially 
the left-leaning political formations. 

Despite his distance from formal politics, he was seen by many as a fellow traveler of the political 
left. The titles of his albums such as Catch a Fire, Confrontation, Uprising and Burning captured the 
revolutionary language of the time, and some of his songs such as Revolution, War, Get Up Stand up for 
Your Rights and Redemption Song echoed the rhetoric of the revolutionary leadership. 

One cannot get to the larger meaning of Marley’s music outside of his personal experience. We 
have already discussed his struggles with his racially-mixed identity in a society that had become 
ideologically Black in a manner that rejected the former White European order. 

Jamaica had recovered its Black African heritage with the coming of independence. Bob Marley, 
through his musical advocacy, had overcome the initial rejection and rose to the pinnacle of the Black 
world. He had made a definitive choice where he stood racially. The society in turn had embraced him as 
the true son that he always was–a genuine love affair between the nation and its child. 

But the fierceness of the politics would test that affair. The Cold War coupled with the very 
political legacy of colonialism had constructed an adversarial political plurality which privileged party 
loyalty over national commitment. The working class, the sufferers–Marley’s primary constituency–had 
divided their loyalty between the left of centre People’s National Party (PNP) and the right of centre 
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Jamaica Labour Party (JLP). In the context of the Cold War, the USA intervened on the side of the JLP. By 
the mid-1970s partisan violence had reached fever-pitch. 

Bob Marley’s musical rhetoric of justice for the poor, Anti Imperialism and Black Power, despite 
his own practice of political neutrality, placed him on the side of the leftists. His acceptance of an invitation 
by the PNP government to do a concert for the people was interpreted as support for that party. Whereas 
Marley saw the government as above the partisan divide, others did not make that distinction. He was 
attacked and shot in the dead of night by gunmen believed to be affiliated to the JLP. 

A shocked Marley would go into exile from Jamaica for eighteen months. He viewed the attack on 
him in both personal and political terms. He felt betrayed by a people he loved. His period in exile afforded 
him the opportunity to reflect on his own mortality and his own role in the struggle. He returned to 
Jamaica and recommitted to his crusade for justice and equality. He resumed his critique of the status 
quo, but he constantly referenced the shooting, both as a reminder to Jamaica of its errant side and as an 
example of personal and collective overcoming 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 
1. “The Plan of Action has guided government’s actions to empower the indigenous peoples 
through education, employment, economic enterprises, energy, infrastructure, land rights, poverty-
reduction, public services and cultural development. Education is the surest and swiftest way to reduce 
inequality. The government, therefore, is taking steps to improve hinterland educational access, 
attendance and attainment. Access to hinterland education is evidenced in the construction, extension, 
repairs and renovation to schools and dormitories at Assakata, Bartica, Bina Hill, Itabac, Kato, 
Kaibarupai, Kamarang, Kamwatta, Katoka, Nappi, Port Kaituma, Santa Rosa, Waramadong and 
Warapoka.” 
2. “Countrywide this country faces challenges. On our western border with Venezuela, we have 
[migrants] coming in by the day. On the southern border, we still have aircraft landing bringing strange 
substances. Along our coast, we still have traces of smuggling and piracy, contraband, gun running, 
narcotics trafficking. Along the coastal areas, women are still being attacked and abused, robberies take 
place, and unfortunately, too many rogue police officers have been found to be involved in these 
crimes. We have come through a long dark period in Guyanese history. It makes me weep to think about 
the number of Policemen who were killed between 2000 and 2010. Never before in the history of the 
Police Force and it must never happen again in this country. Never before has, the Police been so badly 
used that many of them were accused of being complicit with narcotics traffickers, gunrunners, tax 
evaders and assorted smugglers. There are not many but those few have given the Police Force a bad 
name.” 
3. “Congregationalism bequeathed a fine example of religious independence and autonomy in 
which its local churches are governed by the congregation and not by a hierarchical clergy. This gave 
villagers confidence in their own ability to manage their communities. My presence here is a 
reassurance to village life and the importance of villages... I ask the Church to take this message to the 
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congregations, not be concerned only with religious services but services of an economic and social 
nature. The celebration of this 165th anniversary of the establishment of the church should be more 
than the passive observance another historical milestone – more than a birthday party. It should be a 
call to action. The Congregational Church was born to change society and it did so in fundamental ways. 
It can do so again 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 

The plight of Petrotrin and UTT retrenched workers 
By Dr Kumar Mahabir 

 
As the spokesperson for the retrenched lecturers of UTT, I stand in solidarity with the displaced workers 
of Petrotrin. 

On May 11, 2018, about 60 lecturers were wrongfully dismissed by the University of Trinidad 
and Tobago (UTT). On October 1, about 2,600 permanent workers would be innocently sent home by 
the oil company. 

Both the UTT and Petrotrin are national entities. The UTT is a Government-funded, non-profit 
educational institution and Petrotrin is a commercial State oil company. 

The workers in both enterprises are casualties of a “restructuring exercise” designed to cut 
financial losses by retrenching workers. Our UTT dismissal letters stated that we were “surplus” 
lecturers who became “redundant” in the university’s “restructuring exercise.” 
Victims of mismanagement and malfeasance 

The workers in the UTT and Petrotrin are victims of mismanagement by successive PNM and PP-
appointed Boards of Governors. The Petrotrin worker’s union, OWTU, had always expressed its concern 
about mismanagement, malfeasance and graft. The trade union had also warned about cost overruns on 
megaprojects like the now infamous WGTL, USLD and GOP. No Petrotrin worker can be blamed for 
misappropriating TT$3 billion on the failed GTL plant.  

Is the UTT managing taxpayers’ money wisely? Why does it continue to pay its Iraq-born 
president, Sarim Al-Zubaidy, a reported $240,000 a month? And now Al-Zubaidy’s long-time research 
partner, Wasi Z. Khan, another foreigner, is reportedly also being paid in foreign currency. 

Speaking at a press conference on May 18, 2018 at NAPA, Vice Chairman of the Board Clement 
Imbert said, “UTT’s new structure will see a reduction in top management from seven Vice Presidents to 
three, 56 managers to about 33-36.” To date, there has been no announcement that this reduction has 
been done. 

Does the UTT have money to continue to pay the 287 non-teaching workers who have to be 
retrenched, as Imbert and Education Minister, Anthony Garcia, told the media eight months ago? 
Or is Imbert really afraid to fire these workers because of the inevitable backlash of protests from the 
militant OWTU which also represents the 287 workers? 

Why does the UTT continue to pay for expensive full-page, full-colour advertisements in the 
print media with the pathetic tagline: “UTT IS HERE TO STAY”? Why did the UTT transfer approximately 
$323 million from its operating funds to continue the construction of its signature campus complex in 
the jungle in Tamana? 
No consultation with UTT lecturers before dismissal 

Unlike Petrotrin workers, we were never shown (the need for) a restructuring plan for the 
university or a statement of accounts indicating a financial loss. What was worse, the Board of the UTT 
never held any meeting or discussion with us. Had consultations been offered to us, we would have 
suggested ways in which jobs could have been saved without the university collapsing. 
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One of the due process steps followed in industrial relations - before formal notice of dismissal 
is given to affected employees - is consultation. The UTT failed to consult with us before the premature 
termination of our 3-year contracts.  

The Retrenchment and Severance Benefits Act No. 32 of 1985 of T&T stipulates that “prior to 
the giving of formal notice in writing of retrenchment,” [the employer] is expected “to enter into 
consultation” with the affected employees or their representative union “with a view to exploring the 
possibility of averting, reducing or mitigating the effects of the proposed retrenchment.” 
Lies told to UTT and Petrotrin employees 

On January 15, 2018, Energy Minister Franklin Khan categorically dismissed a social media report 
which alleged that 2,000 workers would be retrenched from Petrotrin. He said, “It is mischief to say the 
least.” As the line Minister, either Khan did not know at the time or was telling a lie. 
Speaking on Radio I95.5 on August 27, OWTU’s education and research officer, Ozzi Warwick, accused 
the government of perpetrating lies and withholding certain facts about Petrotrin. He said: “The country 
deserves to hear the whole Petrotrin story …. The lies must stop.” Warwick reiterated calls for a public 
inquiry. 

On May 28, Minister Garcia told the media that UTT lecturers had to be “trimmed so that an 
equal distribution of the cumulative workload could be attained and maintained.” That is a lie 
propagated by Garcia. No such audit was done, at least in the Education Programme where I taught. To 
prove that he is not lying, I hereby publicly challenge Garcia to make public his lecturer-student ratio 
audit for the dismissed lecturers.  

At our dismissal meeting, the Head of the Education Programme at UTT, Dr Judy Rocke, gave the 
reason for her termination of our contracts. She told the assembled lecturers that all Secondary School 
Specialisation courses were being phased out, resulting in us being “redundant” in the university’s 
“restructuring exercise.” 

Now we know that she was lying. These courses are timetabled and are still being taught to new 
students during the new semester beginning September 3, 2018. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1. GIHR News- $600 per annumCLEO 
2. Women’s History magazine- $1,500 per annum 
3. Lessons in Guyanese History -$1,600 
4. Guyana Institute of Historical Research Journal- $1,600.  

5. Outline in Guyanese History-$500. 
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Happy Amerindian Heritage Month 2018: I am proud of the achievements made by Amerindians in 
Guyana. 

I recall when Amerindian Heritage Month was first launched by the late President Dr Cheddi 
Jagan, there was just a handful of people in attendance; but the event has now grown to include all 
Guyanese. That is something to be proud of and we as citizens all have the responsibility of ensuring 
that the Amerindian culture, language and history are preserved and passed on to future generations. 
___________________________________________________________________________________   

 Recent releases 
Lessons in Guyanese History: From Abolition to Rastafari. 

1. GIHR News May-August 
2018. 
2. CLEO Women’s History 
Magazine: May-August 
2018essons in Guyanese History 
From Abolition to  Rastafari 
Illustrator: Barrington Braithwaite 
Contributors 
1. Allyson Stoll 
2. Erin Lierl 
3. Leon Saul 
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Those condemning teachers’ action today would have supported it under a PPP/C Government 

                                                        By Lincoln Lewis 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The teachers are today pursuing a cause they consider just and fair by asking the Government to 

sit down and negotiate with their union, the Guyana Teachers’ Union (GTU), for a new package that 
includes increased salary and better working conditions.  It is known employers generally will not 
acquiescence to workers’ demands unless workers are prepared to struggle for it. The case of the teachers 
is no different. 

In 1999, the public-school teachers and public servants took to the streets in a long strike 
demanding increased salary and better working conditions from the PPP/C Government. That strike 
resulted in the establishment of two arbitration panels. One that addressed the concerns of the public 
servants was headed by Dr. Aubrey Armstrong and the other addressed the teachers’ concerns, and was 
headed by Father Malcolm Rodrigues, who at the time was a lecturer at the University of Guyana. 

Education and the month of 

September in 2018 
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This walk down memory lane is necessary, for its serves as a reminder that those who today 
condemn and ignore the teachers’ call for respect are the said persons who in 1999 were demanding 
that the GTU and Guyana Public Service Union not call off their industrial actions until the PPP/C 
Government resign. 

The packages the unions acquired from that strike saw more than 50 percent increase in benefits. 
Even as today, society is being told the economy is doing better under the APNU+AFC administration, the 
teachers’ demand for 40 percent salary increase not only sees the casting of aspersions, but insulting of 
the Union’s leaders and the demand equated to Al Capone (the American gangster) and being grossly 
absurd. Some of these reckless statements are coming from the least expected of quarters and I’m 
convinced were the teachers engaged in similar action or proposal during a PPP/C administration, those 
persons would have sung a different tune. 

What the teachers’ impasse is bringing out, and workers must take note, is the level of double 
standards existing in society, and that conversations of national import are driven by gut feeling, not 
reason and application of universally acceptable principles. Those who were in government today, when 
in Opposition repeatedly said that the teachers deserve better pay. There are few, if any, that can honestly 
contradict the view that for many of those teachers who voted for this administration, the principal driving 
factor was the campaign commitment to make them the highest paid public employees. 

In Opposition, those parties talked about respecting Collective Bargaining and demanded of the 
PPP/C Government that same be done. Supporters also joined the call. For all the years, wages and salaries 
were imposed on public sector employees they rightly condemned the PPP/C and called on the workers 
to engage in industrial action. The retrieval of this evidence is a mouse click away. 

Today the tables have turned, and what we’re seeing is a quality of citizens that society is churning 
out as leaders/opinion shapers, formal and informal, that don’t portend well for its future. We must ask 
ourselves what type of society is being bequeathed to the young when basic decency and honesty no 
longer prevail, when good and bad are only assigned when the party/group supported is in government 
or opposition. None of us should feel proud of this period of our history. 

The teachers are not asking for anything that was not asked for before or this country has never 
before seen honoured. But to hear some responses to secure their right to Collective Bargaining, by those 
they taught, gives rise to concern if something went amiss in our education system. This issue is not about 
whether the government can pay 40 percent or not; it is about sitting at the table with teachers and 
negotiating. 

Negotiation is a process of giving and taking, at the end of which an agreement is arrived at. A 
basic principle in negotiation is to seek to start from a position of strength. The teachers have put out 
theirs in the form of a proposal. What is required of the employer, who they seek to negotiate with, is to 
come to the table with a counter-proposal. 

Negotiation is engagement between equals. In Collective Bargaining (expressly enshrined in 
Article 147, Guyana Constitution) the employer and the employees’ representative (trade union) are 
equals. The spirit and intent behind this is to start from a position of mutual respect which would require 
staying at the table until there is resolution. When these tenets are violated, trade union and workers 
resort to industrial actions. 

Another disturbing observation is that because the party/group supported is in government, 
persons are ignoring that the Union repeatedly said it is open to negotiate with the employer and can be 
called upon at any time to work out modalities to bring the strike to an end. The attacks ignore there 
exists a Report by a Task Force appointed by President David Granger and all the Union is asking for is that 
the employer meet with its leadership to commence negotiation around this Report. 

Decency and commonsense may have fled these shores. Why can’t a spade be called a spade and 
efforts made in working towards amicable relationship between employer/government and the 
people/workers? There is no doubt if the situation changes tomorrow and the PPP/C happens to form the 
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government, should teachers proceed on industrial action, those who now condemn and ignore them will 
be verbalising their cause and goading them on. 

Who in the Coalition government can be the voice of reason and say to their fellow colleagues 
the government’s approach is not right. For whereas, it may garner political support amongst the 
staunch loyalists, shouting down the voices of reason, it presents the Coalition as uncaring and ruthless. 

How can social cohesion ever be achieved when the fundamental rights and freedoms of all 
cannot be respected? On one hand we bear witness to talks about respecting the Constitution and Laws 
of Guyana that held and want to hold the PPP/C accountable for their stewardship of this country and 
treatment of citizens. On the other hand, we bear witness that some will reject the same principle being 
applied when their party/group is in office. 

When history is written by historians of integrity, it will present a picture of a group when in 
opposition condemned the action of the government and when entrusted with the people’s power to 
manage their affairs and do right by them, the result has proven that changing of the guard does not 
necessarily translate to changing of behaviour. 

Throughout the three years of calling for Collective Bargaining to be respected, the teachers have 
conducted themselves with nothing but dignity and class, serving as example to all. Yet their steely 
determination, rather than attract praise and emulation, sees ridicule and attacks. 

I’m on record calling for constitutional education. This experience must serve as a lesson to the 
teachers that if government doesn’t make Civics part of the school curriculum, they must find ways and 
means to introduce and impart it to the minds they are now moulding. This nation has lost a few 
generations due to the absence of a moral compass and it is time to arrest it, or this society will regress 
not progress. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
 
 



23 
 

                                                     
Meet 
the 
2018/19 
GIHR 
Online  

Librarain  and lecturers

 
The following GIHR courses run from September to July: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma  Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; $10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per trimester/$100.00 per  year      
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GIHR Journal Prize winner 


