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In the face of imminent Oil-Wealth Guyanese must resist becoming insular

By: John Eggerton

Kavanaugh Concedes to Past, Cringeworthy, Acts

_____________________________________________

Judge Brett Kavanaugh

By: Dr. David Hinds

As Guyana prepares for the coming

Oil and Gas dispensation, there is not un-

expectedly, a lot of debate over what di-

rection the government should take. We

have heard from experts, at least one po-

litical party, the private sector organiza-

tions, political commentators and every

now and then, a word or two from gov-

ernment spokespersons. What is glaringly

absent is a clear and coherent vision from

the government or for that matter from any

other quarter. We have had quarrels over

the signing bonus, the contract, environ-

mental protection and most recently en-

gagement with our sister-CARICOM

country, Trinidad and Tobago.

The mutterings, which could get louder

and louder in the coming months, over the

pact with Trinidad disappoints me. I have

always argued to my Caribbean col-

leagues and friends that Guyana is per-

haps the least insular Caribbean country.

After all, we flock to other CARICOM

countries, often to for economic reasons.

But more than that, there is something

about the Guyanese outlook that more

readily accommodates the Caribbean

spirit than others. Perhaps it’s because we

are not physically an island—some ob-

servers have opined that there is a level

of insularity that comes with islandness.

Or perhaps because our internal ethnic

problems are so acute, we tend to look

more outward than inward.

Whatever it is, I think there is consen-

sus that Guyanese are generally less insu-

lar than our sisters and brothers in the

wider Caribbean. Remember that there

was no problem hosting the CARICOM

secretariat here or hosting the first

CARIFESTA. Remember, there was no

fight here whether we should join the CCJ

or champion the CSME. This is not to

say that we have been spotless when it

came to regional integration. The Jagan-

led PPP took us out of the 1958-62 Fed-

eration and the later post-1992 PPP flirted

with an Indian-led Trinidad-Guyana-Sur-

name sub-regionalism perhaps as a sub-

stitute for CARICOM. In some instances,

we have been unkind to others who come

here such as the Haitians.

But I insist, we have been less insular

even when others, such as the Barbadi-

ans and some Eastern Caribbean coun-

tries, have treated us terribly –almost

scornfully. I have seen the famous bench

at the Grantley Adams airport. I have

heard our sister and brother Caribbeans

speak disdainfully about “them

Guyanese.” But through it all I have not

witnessed a similar response from

Guyanese. Yes, I have heard some worry

about the Cubans and Brazilians and now

the Venezuelans. You see, our Caribbean

sisters know that economically they have

been better-off than us. The sense of eco-

nomic advantage brings with it an accom-

panying sense of insularity, superiority and

protectionism.

But now oil and gas are coming to

Guyana. It is beginning to sink in, at least

among the elites in Guyana. Expectedly,

the struggle for control of the pie begins

in earnest. Even before Dr. Keith Rowley

came, the private sector begins to com-

plain. Letters began to appear in the pa-

pers reminding us of all the ills Trinidad

has perpetrated against us. If this narra-

tive is allowed the   See page............2

In testimony, Supreme Court acknowledges ‘juvenile behavior,’ vehe-

mently denies sexual assault/misconduct allegations

Embattled Supreme Court nominee Judge Brett Kavanaugh has submitted his

testimony for the Senate Judiciary Committee’s Sept. 27 hearing on sexual allegations

against him, in which he “categorically and unequivocally” denies the charges leveled

against him by Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, but concedes to cringeworthy conduct.

But he does concede he drank beer on weekends, sometimes too many of them,

and “in retrospect, I said and did things in high school that make me cringe now.” But

he called that juvenile misbehavior, and says he never did anything “remotely resem-

bling” what Ford accused him of. 

Kavanaugh had been criticized for

suggesting an “altar boy” image when there

was evidence to the contrary.

The allegation of misconduct is com-

pletely inconsistent with the rest of my life,”

he said. “The record of my life, from my

days in grade school through the present

day, shows that I have always promoted

the equality and dignity of women.”

But that testimony, and its talk of

“misconduct” almost appeared to be fighting

the last war given that there have been two subsequent accusations, including a new,

explosive charge, that he abetted the systematic assault of multiple women while in

high school.

It was not clear whether the testimony included the most recent accusation, but

Kavanaugh said there had been a frenzy to come up with “something, anything no

matter how far-fetched and odious,” including other false and uncorroborated accu-

sations.” And his denial of anything resembling the Ford accusation would cover the

most recent, even more serious, allegation. There is another     See page................2
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...Oil-wealth Guyanese must resist becoming insular
(Continued from cover page)   unchallenged, it would inevitably

take root among the wider population.

The table seems to be turning economically. Barbados has

gone to the IMF. Trinidad is in better shape, but there is some

economic stress there too. But oil wealth is coming to Guyana.

So, what the Trinis and Bajans and Antiguans did to us, we

would be tempted to now do to them. This is my reading of the

ant-Trinidad missives in the press. Historical memory is often

liberating for victims, but it can also be used as a platform for

revenge.

I make room for some insularity which I view as part of the

logic of the nation-state. That logic drove Jamaica to break-up

the Federation and instilled in Barbadians a false sense of

exceptionalism. In both instances the myth of economic devel-

opment was a motivating factor. Trinidad also had its moments

of hyper-insularity. Only a few years ago, Prime Minister Kamla

Bissessar remarked that Trinidad was not the ATM of the Car-

ibbean. I say, “Myth of economic development” because the

Jamaica and Barbados examples and the first Trinidad oil-boom

teach us that in these post-plantation, ex-colonial outposts, eco-

nomic boom is transitory.

I am a Caribbeanist—unrepentantly so. For me, Guyana’s

cultural soul is wrapped up in the Caribbean civilization. In that

regard I ask Guyanese not to heed the creeping insularity being

encouraged. This is not about turning the other cheek, it is about

enlightenment. Do not allow oil and gas to turn us into agents of

insularity. As The calypsonian-poet, David Rudder, reminds us

in lyrics and song:

In these tiny theatres of conflict and confusion

Better known as the isles of the West Indies

We already know who brought us here

And who created this confusion

So, I’m begging, begging my people please

Rally round the West Indies.

(Continued from cover page) allegation that he exposed himself

during a high school party.

“Sexual assault is horrific. It is morally wrong. It is illegal. It

is contrary to my religious faith. And it contradicts the core prom-

ise of this Nation that all people are created equal and entitled

to be treated with dignity and respect,” Kavanaugh said, add-

ing: “Allegations of sexual assault must be taken seriously” 

Kavanaugh is well known in communications circles as a

judge on the D.C. federal appeals court, which oversees FCC

decision challenges. Kavanaugh is on the record saying the

FCC’s 2015 Open Internet order was illegal and should have

been overturned.

While the FCC has repealed that order, a request that the

Supreme Court hear the ISP appeal of the 2015 regulatory or-

der remains before the High Court, though it is unclear whether

that court will grant that hearing. If so, and if Kavanaugh’s nomi-

nation is confirmed, Sen. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.), has asked

him to recuse himself, though Kavanaugh was not willing to agree

to that, saying at his hearing that he would not comment on any

decision that could come before the high court.

Kavanaugh Concedes to Past,
Cringeworthy, Acts

I wish to admonish all young/old people to refrain from crime.
No nation is able to give every citizen all their wants andneeds.
”In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.” Genesis 3:19
Life is about hard work that is what God requires of us.

Rev. Gideon Cecil

The Centre for Social Justice and Development Inc.

(CSJAD) earlier this month held a preparatory meeting via tele-

conference to discuss the formation of a ‘Coordinating Body’-

an umbrella type organization, which is intended to represent

the hopes and aspirations of Guyanese across North America.

While efforts to create a collective is not a new endeavor,

this iteration will be pursued by utilizing social media and vari-

ous platforms to bridge the communication gap and expensive

travels across North America.

A follow up teleconference has been scheduled to take

place next week. The main focus of that upcoming meeting (tele-

conference) will be to concretize plans for a general assembly,

which will be held on Saturday, October 27th in New York.

CSJAD anticipates that a new sociological construct would in-

clude an adaption of its draft community agenda and the notion

of a North America Guyanese Diaspora Community.

The initial meeting had attracted community leaders from

about a dozen organizations. Many interesting comments and

suggestions were ventilated during the three-hour long discus-

sion. Among the topics of concern to participants were the ap-

parent lack of preparedness by the government in the event of

another major climate/environmental disaster, national unity and

the socio-economic ramifications of oil.

Several representatives of hometown associations/groups

candidly discussed what if any is the role of the Guyanese

Diaspora in furtherance of nationals improving personal growth

while contributing to Guyana’s economic expansion with the

potential of massive amounts of oil, which would generate a

boost to Guyana’s ailing economy. Time will tell if such windfall

trickles down to citizens along with improving their quality of

life and higher standard of living.

Executive Director and Founder Member of CSJAD, Mr.

Tony Jones presented a brief overview of the proposed ‘North

America Guyanese Diaspora Community’. This transformative

idea is expected to facilitate/enable a holistic approach for ef-

fective planning/organizing of activities undertaken by Guyanese

Hometown Groups across North America.

Mr. Jones reiterated that all associations, clubs, organiza-

tions under the plan will maintain their independence and au-

tonomy and therefore leaders of such groups should not feel

threatened by or afraid that their entity would become irrel-

evant or unable to continue in its current form.

The theme of CSJAD’s laudable if not long overdue project

is ‘Racial Harmony through Community Engagement.’

This plausible initiative is also an attempt to forge a com-

mon identity by striving to make racial harmony a priority and a

necessary ingredient to bring about national unity. For too long

the North America Guyanese Diaspora has existed without a

structured approach and for decades the government of Guyana

likewise has failed to tap into this large pool of human and ma-

terial resources.

The proposed Diaspora Community will facilitate both an

opportunity and an ideal mechanism to be a more integrated

and socially harmonious collective of Guyanese nationals across

North America.

Our human connectedness/cohesiveness can pave the way

for the establishment of an organized community that is em-

powered to assure sustainable economic development in Guyana

and improve personal growth of nationals. In fact, a well-man-

aged community could leverage its power and influence to en-

hance the general well-being of Guyanese at home and else-

where.

North America Guyanese
Diaspora Community

By: CSJAD Staff
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The Constitution
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President to deter-
mine the authority,
functions and pow-
ers of Ministers of
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The resources of
Guyana are better
spent on the eco-
nomic and social

progress of citizens.

Granger’s 2020 candidacy: A mixed bag

There has been some speculation

about President’s Granger’s candidacy at

the top of the Coalition’s ticket at the next

general election. The assumption is that

the present coalition would contest again,

and that president wants to lead the ticket.

At the level of APNU, there is an un-

written understanding that the top of the

ticket comes from the PNC. So, his can-

didacy depends more on whether he is

put forward by his party. I don’t think any

of the other APNU parties would reject a

nomination coming from the PNC. And

unlike in 2015, I don’t think the AFC cur-

rently has the leverage to bargain for the

top spot. So, if they run as the Coalition

again and President Granger wants the top

spot, that’s a done deal.

I think he gets the top spot partly be-

cause his party does not have an alterna-

tive leader to credibly and effectively fill

the spot, and partly because of his per-

sonal integrity. While I have some diffi-

culty with his style of leadership, I don’t

see a superior candidate from among the

hopefuls in the PNC. So, in such a situa-

tion incumbency rules. Granger’s strength

is his personal integrity, which in our po-

litical environment is a tremendous asset.

If one were tempted to look elsewhere

for an alternative leader, it would be hard

to find one with the same degree of per-

sonal integrity. What he lacks in political

nimbleness, in the eyes of his supporters

he makes up in that critical area.

So, I am prepared from this distance,

barring any big, unforeseen political de-

velopment, to forecast that he would be

the presidential candidate if the Coalition

contests again. And I think from every-

thing I have seen and heard, he wants to

continue.

While I don’t think he would be chal-

lenged for the top spot, I am very sure

that he would be pressured to broaden

decision-making beyond Cabinet and the

Presidency. That is perhaps the biggest

problem that coalition partners, including

his own party, have with his leadership. I

also think there would be more pressure

on him to be less inflexible. So, he gets

the top spot without challenge, but he

would be under pressure to make some

accommodations. This is where I think his

ability to compromise would be severely

tested.

At the mass level, my sense is that sec-

tions of the Coalition’s support base are

somewhat disappointed with his leader-

ship. From moving around the coastland,

I sense a feeling among supporters that

he has not been tough enough on the op-

position, that he has not paid enough at-

tention to his ethnic base, that he is too

aloof, that he is not a hands-on leader,

that he is too rigid and that he does not

handle criticism well. But he gets high

marks for being decent, incorruptible and

stable.

So, I don’t see any big push-back

among his supporters as far as the top spot

is concerned. But for him to retain or re-

gain the rock star effect he had in 2015,

he would have to be more engaged with

his base over the next two years. His

speech at BV and the current handling of

the teachers’ salary demands by his gov-

ernment should not be taken lightly. He

personally would have to reassure the

base that he stands with them and that he

is sensitive to their concerns, interests and

needs.

As far as independent voters are con-

cerned, that’s where I think there is re-

jection of his leadership. I believe that a

small but pivotal section which had been

more politically inclined to the AFC and

the WPA kind of politics, is impatient with

his leadership and would not be inclined

to easily support his candidacy. Indepen-

dents think he comes over as too inflex-

ible and autocratic for their liking. That

group puts a lot of store on democratic

forms and substance, and Granger has not

always been too careful about the demo-

cratic appearances of some of his inter-

ventions. He appears to be more con-

cerned with the letter of the law and less

about the spirit and the perceptions.

In that regard, his candidacy could

lead to the formation of alternative par-

ties, which in turn could make it very dif-

ficult for the Coalition to win a majority.

So, Granger is good for the base but bad

for independents. My sense is that sec-

tion would be more comfortable with

someone like Harmon or Greenidge at the

top of the ticket, if they decide to stick

with the Coalition. And those independent

parties could well capture some of the dis-

affected voters among Granger’s base,

just as the AFC did in 2006

So, with Granger at the top, you get a

very mixed bag. But he can lean things

more to his favour, if he is willing to criti-

cally assess his stewardship and make

some necessary adjustments to his style

and to the substance of   See page.........6

By: Dr. David Hinds
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APNU/AFC not fostering social cohesion

The Ministry of Social Cohesion was initiated in 2015 af-

ter the APNU/AFC Coalition government assumed office.

The establishment of this specific ministry remains mysterious

since President Granger intended objectives are still not clear.

Certain key elements must be adhered to in order to have

social cohesion.

Providing citizens with space to voice their concerns is the

fundamental to the creation of a socially cohesive society.

Social cohesion is enhanced by an inclusive coordinated

policy making process, it brings in the views of all stakeholders

involve from the conceptions of these policies to their imple-

mentations, then to the final beneficiaries.

Policy making also need to be more evidence based in

order to foster social cohesion.

A socially cohesive society is one which works towards

the well-being of all its members, fights exclusion and

marginalisation, creates a sense of belonging, promotes trust

and offers its members the opportunity of upward mobility.

The harnessing of civic participation and political feedback

mechanisms is essential for positive and continuous growth in

social cohesion.

This is particularly true in the context of shifting wealth,

which quickens economic growth and social dislocation and

requires innovative responses.

The process of policymaking is as important as the poli-

cies themselves for building social cohesion.

Inconclusive democracy is vital to craft important policies

such as the Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF) since new oil re-

sources that will be available soon would be invested in social

development and as such government must rethink social and

economic policies to ensure all citizens have a voice by foster-

ing civic participation and strengthening democratic institutions.

The important question is if the APNU/AFC coalition gov-

ernment is promoting social cohesion?

This government is definitely not interested in any of the

basic components to foster social cohesion.

The Ministry of Social Cohesion is to ensure that Parties in

government benefit from the resources that are allocated for

fostering social cohesion.

Many example can be highlighted to confirm these claims.

Zamal Hussain

The recent invocation of the immunity clause by former

president B. Jagdeo in regards to being question by SOCU in

relation to Pradoville 2 lands, seems to have awakened a group

of local bears from a long hibernation.

While I am in support of a KN article, ”Constitutional re-

form needed to curb presidential excesses-Lawyers”, I take

umbrage with the specific class of citizens (Lawyers} from whom

the above caption emanates.

Surely! I would have liked to have some names. You have

to give credit to Freddie Kissoon for often saying that Guyana

will never change. Lawyers are the legal minds and in local par-

lance, they are “top of the food chain”, in matters of the law and

constitution. Prior to the recent KN article, I cannot recall see-

ing a single article in any of the papers, advocating for the re-

pealing of the presidential immunity clause or any other changes

to the constitution, by a Lawyer. I had the impression that these

carnivores of fortune were well satisfied with our constitution.

To hear or read that a few of them came out in one voice in

favor of constitutional reform is akin to the joke of the century.

In fact, one on the opposition benches, who is considered

by a few as a presidential hopeful, had been very vocal against

constitutional reform a year ago when the UN and the British

were trying to give CR a kick start here. The said one who had

said that, “the need for compliance trumps the need for re-

form,” is the one who had the honor in invoking the immunity

clause in defence of his client B Jagdeo. It boggles the normal

mind to imagine what it would take to make a lawyer into a

patriot! The day the PPP announced this lawyer’s candidacy

could be justifiably termed, the day the evil landed on Guyana.

I would like to hear his justification for retaining the immunity

clause in the constitution- considering his pontification, “the need

for compliance trumps the need for reform.”

While the coalition has been deceptive on all its major prom-

ises, constitutional reform included, there has been no impetus

from the opposition (PPP), the party that claims representation

of more than 49% of the voting population, to push for reform.

In fact, the Party leaders had categorically stated that they

don’t want any reform of the constitution, without any consul-

tation with their so called constituencies. The Coalition has dis-

played daring examples of corruption and nepotism, they are

doing a poor job at handling what had existed as the economy,

they deserve a zero for their charade in the coming oil and gas

sector. In this scenario the PPP fancies their chances to achieve

“nirvana” once again in 2020, without changing a single iota of

the constitution in which they had enriched themselves in the

past. Guyanese have entrapped themselves between a rock and

a hard place- the PPP and the coalition.

I am inclined to think that nothing more on CR will be

forthcoming from these laymen. They were caught in the heat of

the moment to give a response on the “immunity issue”, then

back to their normative silence. The British High Commissioner

said,” Constitutional Reform” will only happen if the people want

it.” Who is there to “bell the cat”? With the diehard supporters

of the APNU and the PPP only believing what their leaders say,

CR will remain in limbo.

Rudolph Singh

The constant rise of crime in Guyana is a perpetual phe-

nomenon and a very frightening situation among our young

women and young men. As I watched the news and read the

papers I am flabbergasted at the vast number of young women

who are into the drug pushing business and are sentenced daily

and fined heavily by our courts. I just saw this caption:

”Vendor, hairdresser remanded on trafficking charges after air-

port cocaine bust”

These are very young women that are involved in these

drug crimes. We also see young men involved into robbery un-

der arms, murder, rape, drug pushing and the long dismal list of

crime daily goes on.

This does not mean that older drug dealers are not involved

by using these young people as their ”scapegoats” to carry out

their insidious acts. We also saw on the news that different types

of drugs infiltrating our school system and we are told the drug

pushers are the students. We will now need more school secu-

rity before guns infiltrate our schools.

Most young people who are involved in crimes have a

desire to ”get rich quick” and many of them are very educated

but they don’t want to work or seek a job. They have decided

to keep the wrong company thus push themselves into a life of

crime by peer pressure.

Poor economies like Guyana where unemployment is on

the increase and the closing down of the sugar industries is an-

other broad road to crime. Young people are frustrated be-

cause they have no jobs even if they are qualified. Most seek to

migrate, never to return. Professor Clive Thomas wanted to

give one million Guyana dollars to every family here which is

not a lot of money.

We will not be extracting oil for a    See page............11
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The Black must be discharged!
By: Sir Ronald Sanders

Racism was the bedrock of European colonialism in the

Caribbean. The subjugation, oppression and exploitation of

African people as ‘sub-human’ was justified by colonial pow-

ers based on race and colour.

A crucial fixture of the architecture of racism and oppres-

sion in British colonies in the Caribbean was a judicial system

that assigned black people to the status of ‘property’. They

belonged to someone else with no rights. Even when black

people were ‘freed’, their rights under the law and their access

to justice were practically non-existent.

British laws and British Courts upheld and maintained sla-

very as legal, morally acceptable, and wholly justifiable. In this

connection, it is almost inexplicable that today there are per-

sons in the Caribbean who shamefully insist on retaining the

Judicial Committee (JC) of the British Privy Council as their

final court of appeal.

The idea that rejects the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ)

as the final appellate court for Caribbean Community

(CARICOM) countries is that justice will be delivered fairly

and rightly by a court of a former colonial power than it would

be by a court of its own. This idea turns the record upside-

down, ignoring history completely.

The case history of the CCJ since its inception in 2005

amply demonstrates that, in 13 years, it has given ordinary people

in four CARICOM countries more access to justice than did

the JC of the Privy Council in 185 years. The very notion that

Caribbean people would be treated more fairly and justly by

foreigners than by their own smacks of an unjustifiable, and

frankly, unacceptable self-contempt.

Nationals of CARICOM have achieved all over the world

in almost every field of human endeavour, including the law.

Nothing justifies the mistaken view that Caribbean people are

not the equal of any, or that the justices of the Privy Council are

in any way superior, fairer or more objective than the justices of

the CCJ.

In terms of their fairness and immunity from political pres-

sure by governments, it is instructive that of the 79 cases heard

by the CCJ as the final court of appeal in which four govern-

ments were involved, the governments lost 41 of them. In other

words, the CJJ found against governments more often than they

judged for them.

In Antigua and Barbuda and in Grenada, referenda will be

held in November, giving the electorate of these two nations the

opportunity to amend their constitutions replacing the JC of the

British Privy Council with the CCJ. An affirmative vote to do so

would, at last, free the people of these countries of the colonial

links to Britain under which their kin were transported into sla-

very, kept in bondage, technically ‘freed’ into poverty without

compensation for their brutal exploitation and then made to suf-

fer a further near 100 years of apartheid-type exploitation be-

fore being released into independence, beginning just 58 years

ago.

Throughout the greatest part of that period, it was British-

made laws and the JC of the British Privy Council that upheld

the system of colonial exploitation. The JC of the Privy Council

was created in 1833, the same year that the Act to abolish sla-

very was passed by the British parliament. The JC of the Privy

Council, therefore, helped to enforce the laws of the colonial

system that maintained the exploitation of Caribbean people.

In the case of Antigua, the story of the slave called Grace is

worth recalling. Grace was taken as a slave from Antigua to

England in 1820 “in attendance on the wife of her owner”. Some

48 years earlier, another slave by the name of Somerset, had

been freed in England by Justice, Lord Mansfield, who found

that “the air of England is too pure for slavery to breathe in”.

Mansfield ruled that, on that basis, “the Black must be dis-

charged”.

But when in 1825, after her return to Antigua, a case was

brought to the High Court of Admiralty seeking Grace’s free-

dom on the precedent of Somerset, she was denied that free-

dom on the basis that “a slave, though on landing in England

becomes free, ceases to be so when returned to the colony

from which she came”.

England’s air was “too pure for slavery to breathe in”, but

British laws and British courts upheld and maintained slavery in

Antigua and the rest of the Caribbean.

Why any person, who claims Caribbean heritage with any

sense of pride or belonging, would cling to the Privy Council

and not opt for its own, cannot be explained by a fear that the

CCJ would be controlled by governments. That assertion has

long been discredited for its falsehood. The literature on the

independence of the CCJ is plentiful, including the fact that its

Justices are not appointed by governments, nor do the govern-

ments pay their salaries.

From time to time, those who argue for the retention of the

JC of the PC as the final appellate court equate the perfor-

mance of local courts in Caribbean jurisdictions to the CCJ.

This is a false comparison. Even if it were accepted that local

courts in Caribbean jurisdictions are subject to political pres-

sure because justices are paid from the government treasury

and are appointed by government bodies, the CCJ is completely

independent of government control as has already been estab-

lished.

Caribbean countries that retain the JC of the Privy Council

let themselves down. Of the 52 nations of the Commonwealth

that previously appealed to the JC, the majority, including Aus-

tralia, Canada, and New Zealand – Britain’s kith and kin – have

long since left.

Only 10 independent Commonwealth countries continue

to be tied to the JC, and, astonishingly, 8 of them are from

CARICOM countries. Their loitering at the doorway of the Privy

Council could end in the door being shut in their faces, as has

already been foreshadowed by one of its leading spokesper-

sons who warned that it was time for them depart.

“The Black must be discharged” would take on another mean-

ing as the loiterers find themselves scrambling for an indepen-

dent and competent final court of appeal. Thank goodness, the

CCJ exists.

GTCSJAD

Minister of Social Cohesion is

interested in ‘on the ground’ ap-

proach to developing National Unity.

Guyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focus
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    FACING THE FACTS     carlyle
 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2018: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

Taking lessons from McCain

CSJAD Membership  is open to
Guyanese and their offspring.

129-05 Liberty Ave Richmond Hill NY

Phone: 718-641-2253

Tuesday- Sunday

7AM - 9PM

Resturant - Catering - Roti Shop

Shivram         BakeryShivram         BakeryShivram         BakeryShivram         BakeryShivram         Bakery

Readers, after observing the length and breadth of cover-

age that were given to the life of the late Senator John McCain,

I thought that I could best contribute by sharing some lessons

which we could follow in our individual or joint lives.

These lessons could/should be particularly useful to those

personnel who are already practicing in Leadership roles and

capacities; or those men, women and children who are aspiring

for Leadership positions at societal, community, or organiza-

tional levels.

With these highlights, I am hopeful that by looking back at

significant components of the late Senator’s life, we shall be

able to mold and move forward more successfully with our own

existences.

I shall be doing so by extrapolating important and relevant

examples which could help us to give greater priority to causes

or principles over self; to be constructive and objective in our

endeavors; to be useful vertebrates; and to be humble,

empathetic, and sympathetic where and when necessary.

* To begin with, the late Senator displayed tremendous

bravery when he endured the torture and bodily injuries that

were inflicted upon him by his Vietnamese captors—(he was

instructing that we should not crack or break too easily.)

* Further, he did not cut and run like most would have

done- by opting to remain in captivity with his fellow comrades,

rather than facilitate the Vietnamese Public-Relations’ gesture

to release him;

* Lastly, try to imagine how many of us would have been

bold enough to ease our own pain and suffering by discontinu-

ing further medical treatment and medication.

In addition the Senator by choosing that course relieved

his family-members and friends from immeasurable mental and

emotional pain and torture by refusing to prolong his life via

medication and perhaps a ventilator.

I am imagining that it was not an easy or pleasant experi-

ence to plan and design the fibers and ingredients of his stops

and services before being taken to his final resting-place on

Sunday, September second.

* When Senator McCain voted to preserve

OBAMACARE—he was putting country over party-interests/

policy/preference and ideology...He was displaying conscious-

ness around the astronomical medical costs that the common

man would have had to meet, if OBAMACARE was abbrevi-

ated.

Unlike many, he did not mind having to deal with ostracism

from colleagues;

* The Senator also accommodated opposites in his per-

sonal life, because although he was not Roman-Catholic, he

sent his sons to Jesuit Institutions; and he chose a Roman Catho-

lic-Priest to do the Homily at his departure-service last Satur-

day; 

* Senator McCain was not always on the popular side of

occurrences, but with the passage of time and adequate per-

suasions, he was prepared and willing to amend his postures,

admit his mistakes and apologize for those mistakes.

Let me draw on two instances...Senator McCain did not

initially agree with Martin Luther King’s birth-day being a Na-

tional Holiday; or the removal/relocation of confederate stat-

ues;

* The Senator showed his belief in qualitative bi-partisan

practices by often calling upon his fellow Republican Senators

Via the Media, I saw the funeral

as well as the burial

of the late general

who fought to make us EQUAL?

We need more McCain’s

to keep coming again 

in leadership roles

within our different folds.

to return to Regular-Order, so that Democratic-Party Senators

would be provided with enough time to study Bills, and speak

on them before votes were taken.

Senator McCain had built a reputation for working in col-

laboration with Democratic-Party Senators such as Senators

Edward Kennedy and Hilary Clinton; and in one of

his Presidential runs, he had considered using Senator Joe

Lieberman as a running-mate;

* The Senator showed that he was not a two-faced per-

son- by not inviting the current President to be present at his

funeral, or to play any officiating role there—he did not prac-

tice or exhibit hypocrisy;

* Then he showed that he did not harbor any outward

grudges or anger towards the two men who curtailed his bids,

and defeated him towards becoming President of the United

States, by asking them (former Presidents-George W. Bush

and Barack Obama) to deliver addresses at his departure-

service...It was commendable that both Men complied, and

spoke highly of the late Senator McCain.

The late Senator displayed qualities of forgiveness when

he joined President Bill Clinton and Senator John Kerry in nor-

malizing relations with the Vietnamese who had done him ir-

reparable harm and damage.

** In summary, the late Senator McCain followed a trail

of Military service, and he guided his sons to follow similar

Military paths....I am hopeful that this piece will stimulate and

motivate you to imitate and duplicate the late Senator’s com-

mitment to be of service to mankind- especially those in need.

** The late Senator McCain believed that the world was

not just land and water, but areas that should take care of the

aspirations and ambitions of mankind.

(Continued from page....3)  his policies. His handling of the plan-

ning for our coming revenues could give him a way out.

If he continues on the straight and narrow road he is cur-

rently on, he is not going to help himself much. But if he can

inspire hope in the popular masses that he would use the re-

sources to champion their causes such as poverty alleviation,

he could become an even more effective candidate in 2020.

*********

Granger’s 2020 candidacy: A mixed bag

________________________
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By: Yvonne Sam

Much ado about  Blackness

In order for the youth and obviously ignorant among us to

be aware of how Black people have been abused, marginalized

and arrested for being in the wrong place at the wrong time, we

often instruct them to open a history book.  This is in addition to

viewing documentaries, the Internet, visiting museums and even

talking to living and breathing people, who remember the bad

old days of racism and segregation. Sadly the group of folks

who witnessed first -hand some of these injustices, where Blacks

could live, worship, marry, attend school, work, and be denied

the right to vote are on the verge of making the transition.         

There are others who can recall how they were beaten by

or harassed by White citizens or police who questioned their

presence in a neighborhood or city where “they did not look

like they fit in. Once upon a time, “sundown” towns existed

both in Canada and in the South and North of the U. S. A Black

face had “better not” be seen after “the sun went down” or they

would have the police called on them to be jailed or worse https:/

/www.nytimes.com/2010/01/07/opinion/lweb07sundown.html

In her 2017 meticulously researched and compellingly ana-

lyzed best seller Policing Black Lives,

https://fernwoodpublishing.ca/book/policing-black-lives

Maynard explains that “sundown” laws and other bylaws

existed in many Canadian cities which required blacks to be in

their homes or out of town altogether by a certain time of day,

effectively criminalizing their existence outside of providing ex-

ploitable labor. Whites were taught, and fear was instilled in

them, based on the circulated ideas that Black people were

dangerous and posed a threat to the safety of Whites.

Today the media and courts may inquire about how a Black

person could be shot dead by a police officer “who feared for

his life.” Mostly White juries have been shown to side with the

officers. Now in the last four months, not seven and a half de-

cades ago, the police were called to remove two Black men

who were waiting for a friend in a Philadelphia Starbucks. At

another Waffle House Restaurant in Alabama, Chikesia

Clemons a Black woman who asked for the phone number to

file a complaint with the restaurant’s corporate office had the

police called on her to restrain her. https://www.vox.com/iden-

tities/2018/4/23/17271296/waffle-house-video-police-racism.

In Oakland, California a White woman summoned the

police on a group of Black people who she said were not al-

lowed to barbecue at the city-owned site.

In April in Toronto, Canada a restaurant owner

was ordered to pay a blackman $10K after asking him to pre-

pay for meal. Staff ‘motivated by a stereotype that black per-

sons are criminal or deviant’, says judgment...

 www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/restaurant-

fined-black-customers-pay-advance-meals.

This ruling also serves to highlight a growing push in Canada

to address issues of systemic racism and discrimination. While

the country is hailed for its diversity and inclusion – and often

compared favourably to the United States on both metrics –

critics have contended that the sunny image belies a grimmer

daily reality for many: Canada’s black prison population is the

fastest-growing inmate demographic https://torontoist.com/

2016/04/african-canadian-prison-population/

And black people are disproportionately targeted in po-

lice shootings. How about the 69-year-old Black granny who

was cursed and manhandled during a traffic stop.by James Legg

a Georgia State Trooper

Now let us broaden the theme:

What about political plots, related to GOP state officials

seeking to devise schemes to deter Black people from voting?

Formerly it was the Klu Klux Klan or the poll tax that was used

to achieve this goal.  Now it’s rigged voting districts, where

only White and Republican voters can assure politicians hostile

to civil rights a seat in a lawmaking body for years.

What about those Black children, who are said to be dis-

ruptive, having the police, rather than a staffer, summoned to

deal with their behavior. They are suspended, expelled

and removed from the public schools for infractions which are

handled more gingerly if they were not Black. In Canada Black

Torontonians have been subjected to disproportionately high

rates of carding,
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e s t a r. c o m / n e w s / i n s i g h t / 2 0 1 4 / 0 7 / 2 6 /

carding_drops_but_proportion_of_blacks_stopped_by_toronto_police_rises.html

excessive force, in-school policing and incarceration.  In other

provinces school boards have streamlined Black youths to low-

skill courses.  Walking, driving or shopping while Black has also

been added to the new wave of hostility. https://torontoist.com/

2017/01/video-shows-toronto-police/ . It is obvious that the

mainstream culture did not get the advisory that if you encoun-

ter a Black person in a public space, especially a Black male

that he is not there to rob or perpetrate other breaches to

anyone’s personal safety. These Black folk may want to buy

coffee, be served some fast food, check out a house in a certain

area, or drive an elegant overpriced vehicle.

Blacks became a threat because they were moving for-

ward decades after slavery ended. In fact they became so much

of a threat that they had to be kept “in their place” by police or

mobs. Remind you of any recent trends?  Now history is being

repeated and is read as the top story on the radio or television,

or emblazoned in big headlines across the front of newspapers.

Do we need a history book, documentary or the painful

memories of the elderly to give today’s generations of Black

people a reality check on how being in the wrong place, driving

the wrong make of car, or standing up for yourself, can lead to

being arrested and brutalized, as quickly today as years gone

by. These events reveal to today’s Black man, woman and child,

what their forefathers quickly realized just 50 or 100 years ago.

Even in the face of all the earned social and racial advances,

Black people are still considered the inferior and scary “other”

– unwanted and to be penalized.

Blacks had better quickly and  practically determine ways

to use the legal, political and economic resources available to-

day to combat the sanctions being imposed on us for Driving,

Eating, Walking, Shopping/browsing, Standing in our own yard

or garage– While Black

How we respond will reveal who we are as Blacks not

only in 2018 but way beyond.

But more telling is how far we have come as a people

since slavery.

CSJAD condemns Violent Attacks against innocent civilians

By achieving emancipation the battle has

just begun for the descendants of Africans

to join forces and pool our resources to

pursue independent courses.

              Tony Jones

 "Emancipate yourself from mental
slavery,"because"None but ourselves

can free our minds"

Life is like a bouncing ball
with unpredictable

             highs and lows
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VVVVVoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concerns...............      Dr. Asquith Rose

Sugar’s Glorious Days Over ____________________

At the end of the slave trade, the sugar industry remained

viable with indentured labour in Guyana, the Caribbean and

elsewhere. However, its viable status has been at times threat-

ened with the development of artificial sweeteners which also

appeared viable and competed with sugar for European mar-

kets.

But beginning in the mid-20th century, the sugar industry

began to decline as price on the world market for sugar de-

creased. Sugar could no longer be produced profitably in

Guyana, therefore, Britain and the other colonial powers de-

vised a system of preferential market arrangements which had

guaranteed a quota and a price system above those on the world

market for Guyana and its Caribbean colonies.

This help to boost the profits of British and American com-

panies in the region where sugar was the main industry that sus-

tained a number of communities across the country.

But it became clear that the preferential market arrangements

for sugar were untenable in the long run. The British firm, Tate

& Lyle, withdrew from them, because it claimed that it was

operating at a loss.

The quantifiable losses that the sugar industry has suffered

over the years in Guyana have not been matched by any sus-

tained and solid returns to justify its continuance. This is espe-

cially the case today, yet it is not a truth that will be admitted by

the opposition who has vested political interests in the industry.

Successive governments, but more so the last administra-

tion, propped up the sugar industry largely because of the

industry’s importance as a crutch to political power. The major

sugar unions which are implants of the PPP tried to preserve the

industry and the livelihood of poor sugar workers and their fami-

lies. But poor families have not seen any satisfying lasting ben-

efits from the industry.

Those who have depended on the industry for a living have

done so under horrible living conditions and poor compensa-

tion, despite union representation. As a conveyor of their eco-

nomic and political interests, the unions, especially the Guyana

Agricultural and General Workers Union (GAWU) realized that

the sugar industry is still one of the strongest bastions for its

existence.

Its alliance with the PPP government was meant to pre-

serve it, even though it was not economically feasible to do so.

The truth is that the sugar industry is a sensitive and highly

political issue for the PPP, therefore, it would have been a po-

litical suicide if it had allowed the industry to die during its 23

years in office. But with such huge losses, this government was

brave enough to proclaim its death knell.

It is currently looking at more viable ways in which it can

preserve a better livelihood for those directly affected by the

closure of several estates.

Unlike the PPP, the government did not tinker or made

cosmetic reforms and pretensions to close down some of the

sugar factories before the problems became worse.

It seems clear to the present government, but not to the

last government and the unions that the days of sugar as a viable

enterprise with high economic returns and foreign currency earn-

ings are over.

Instead of trying to prop it up or believing that by some

kind of magic it can be revived was a pipedream. Even in the

best days of the preferential arrangements that sugar enjoyed

under the African, Caribbean and Pacific union, quota alloca-

tions were not met. Every year the industry fell behind target

due in part to inclement weather or industrial unrest.

It is an illusion to believe that the glory days of sugar will

return. Sugar is dead and should be given a decent burial.

Given the perception of alleged corruption in the sole-sourc-

ing of contracts, the government must demonstrate its support

for transparency, accountability, good governance and against

corruption. The highest office in the land is the President, which

is one of moral leadership, as President Teddy Roosevelt said

of the U.S presidency. With such high bar for moral leadership,

the President and his cabinet are expected to be of the highest

moral standards, purposeful, swift, uncorrupt and decisive in

the decisions and actions they take on issues related to their

conduct and performance while in office. There should be a

standing procedure that all members of the Cabinet receive good

governance training and practices.

The preservation of moral authority depends on being hon-

est, keeping one’s word and fulfilling one’s promises. In this

regard, some members of the Cabinet have repeatedly failed,

and have missed several opportunities to demonstrate to the

public that they are committed not by words but by their ac-

tions to do differently than the last administration in relation to

good governance and moral leadership. However, the public

perception is that the government is weak and indecisive on

several issues. Among them is the lack of commitment to pros-

ecute senior members of the last administration who are deemed

culpable of alleged corruption and other illegal practices.

Another is the authority seems incapable of reviving the

struggling economy, solving the high crime rate, reducing cor-

ruption and shrinking the high level of poverty and homelessness

that exists in the country. Due to its waffling and indecisiveness

on the issue of corruption, many are convinced that the govern-

ment is not committed to transparency, good governance, and

accountability—the effect of which is the erosion of moral au-

thority and the demise of the state. What has been indelibly

recorded since this government came to office in May 2015 is

that it vacillates, bundles, acts slowly, leaves things to fester,

and does not take charge when it matters most. It is alleged that

some in the cabinet are arrogant and derisive of the public, while

others are influenced by and obsessed with the not-so-hidden

fact of the power they wield.

The President is the undisputed Head of State and leader

of the government, but after three years in office, he has not

reshuffled the Cabinet or has disciplined any public official for

misconduct or wrongdoings. He has only removed the portfolio

responsibilities of two ministers that of health and energy, sim-

ply because the government was humiliated by the drug bond

scandal and the ridiculous oil contract it signed with ExxonMobil.

Despite public outcry and some harsh criticisms by this

newspaper and local and international oil experts, there has been

no effort to renegotiate the oil contract by the government.

ExxonMobil is given a free reign to wreak havoc on our energy

resources and exploit the nation.

The reality is the previous administration has effectively low-

ered the bar on leadership and good governance. However,

this government has the opportunity to raise the profile of what

it means to have good governance, only if it redeems itself on

matters of public waste, corruption, nepotism, cronyism, and

administrative bungling, which were evident in the last govern-

ment. It must take decisive actions to stem the haemorrhaging

of public trust. The responsibility of a leader, with all his or her

human frailties and imperfections, is to leave an office in a better

than that which he or she inherited.

There are consequences for poor     See page.............11

Moral Leadership
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“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health of

himself and of his family.....”

The politics of justifying wrongs pose threats to society and citizens’ well-being
By: Lincoln Lewis

This nation is going through another stage, if not dealt with

properly could pose further threats for the ordinary man and

woman, with far reaching consequences for how we treat with

each other, defend and protect the sacred values of this land.

Recently, the Special Organised Crime Unit (SOCU) in-

vited some members of the former PPP/C Government Cabi-

net to speak to issues relating to the land in Pradoville II. An

instructive response for the establishing of this scheme came

from former Minister Robeson Benn who reportedly informed

that the scheme was built to protect them during the crime wave

of 2002-2006 (SN, 13th September 2018). This is an offen-

sive statement that lays bare the contempt government can have

for the people and serves as reminder why government must

always be held to account by the people.

People are elected and placed in office to represent those

who elected them. When a government official could dare think

acceptable or justifiable the statement that when Guyana was

facing its worst crime wave, officialdom’s reaction was to build

a fortress to protect themselves and however the masses sur-

vived so be it, must be of concern to all.

Government’s primary role is to protect and advance the

security of the nation and the people residing within. When a

government abrogates that responsibility it abrogates its legiti-

macy to govern, which in effect is what Benn has admitted. No

wonder security was outsourced to the notorious drug fugitive

Roger Khan and the phantom squads who became the de-facto

government, running roughshod over the nation, taking unto them-

selves who live or die, and Government seemed impotent to do

anything about it.

Some celebrated this lawless period of our history because

they felt the outlaws were more effective than the state security

apparatus. There was even the infamous letter in a mainstream

daily with the title ‘Let the phantoms ride.’ When society found

it acceptable to emblazon such headline, it marked clear signs

of heading for the precipice through resignation that established

law and order in such an environment came second place.

That was a time where Government, instead of having a

unified national position that should have seen involvement of

the political opposition, civil society and other stakeholders

because the nation was under siege, saw it as open season for

political partisanship as the people looked on in desperation for

a crime fighting strategy, and dreaded what each say could bring.

The killers did not care whether it was day or night, or

where the bodies were thrown around, as though sending a

signal that a new sheriff was in town and his ‘law’ would deter-

mine how business will be conducted in the town.

Government in its arrogance let it slip, through Roger Lun-

cheon, that there seems to be ‘phantom squads’ operating. It

was he who named what we were witnessing and divided on

pinpointing. This later found admittance from Ronald Gajraj,

the Minister of Home Affairs on whose watch the mayhem oc-

curred, and after a Commission of Inquiry into the events, when

he uttered words to the effect of having no regret and if the

circumstance presented itself again the same action will be re-

peated.

Those who remember the era of horror, have lost love to

its consequences, and are sticklers for the Rule of Law con-

tinue to pain over this matter, hoping that period of our history

can get its deserving closure, justice served, and we move on in

an environment where sacred principles are held sacrosanct.

Sometimes, it is wondered if politicians think about the state-

ments they are about to make before vocalising, or they are

allowed to think society has reached a stage where they can

say anything and get away with it. If we allow this thinking to

grow root and sink deeper, we are in for troubling times. As

there is justification for Benn’s statement by supporters of the

PPP and outrage by supporters of the APNU+AFC govern-

ment and voices of reason, this same outrage could flip on a

dime, should there be similar reckless statements or inappro-

priate conduct of this administration. This brings attendance to

a dangerous double standard in our political culture and prac-

tices.

In any society where the Rule of Law is held sacrosanct

and politicians held to account by the people there is no justifi-

cation for the statements made by Luncheon, Gajraj and Benn.

Whereas society must hold the PPP/C accountable for the mur-

derous mayhem, the fear that stalked the land during the crime

wave, the open contempt for the Rule of Law-which abhors

extrajudicial killings and mandates activation of the Coroner’s

Act- the upholding of these tenets must remain, irrespective of

who received our vote.

Government officials are paid by us, the citizens, to ensure

our safety and their security do not take preeminence over ours.

The attachment of security details is not meant to absolve

officialdom of responsibility for the people’s security but a mea-

sure of protection of their lives from the reckless amongst us.

There must be similar outrage when any person is killed by

the police, phantom squad or others, for the law equally pro-

tects the right to life and due process, irrespective of who’s in

office.

Every government has to be pressured to do right by the

citizens. We get the government that is not exactly what we

want in terms of attitude and delivery, but we have to pressure

them to bring about what is right. It is necessary and ok, and

people don’t have to feel guilty about doing this. If there isn’t

strong enough force to apply pressure to bring about the change

society need then things are not going to change for the better.

Vigilance is not something we can give up on. It is a neces-

sary part of life’s experiences, be it for bringing about and pro-

tecting a safe environment, family values, quality standard of

living, livable wages/salary, fundamental rights and freedoms,

etc. The complacency developing in some quarters and the seem-

ing intolerance of the need for continued vigilance and activism

post-May 2015 have to be shrugged off. There is notice of the

decline in the earlier voices of activism, most notably among the

younger generation.

As a user of social media (the young’s preferred choice), I

also notice the desire by surrogates of the Coalition to kill inde-

pendent thinking, and if one dare expresses disagreement with

a policy, programme or act of the government these surrogates

are quick to pounce, accusing persons of being anti-govern-

ment. Independent thinkers face the onslaught of harassment in

the forms of attack on their character, accusation of being silent

during the PPP/C stewardship even though the coalition has

been the primary beneficiary of their voice. It’s also instructive

the many who today desire silence were silent during the PPP/

C or relied on the independents to interpret and vocalise what

they could not do or feared to do. This cyber-   See page..........10

We stand with Govt. to bring

errant public officials to justice
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By: Freddie Kissoon
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Guyanese see management of the

country’s resources through

different lens than most

of our Political Leaders

I looked at still photos and television clips of the delegates

at the last PNC congress and the ambience was not inviting.

Almost 99 percent of the images were African Guyanese. It is

the same image at the PPP congresses. It is certainly an ugly

environment that both parties live in.

When you look at the scenes of these two parties, the first

thing that flies into your mind is what is so scientifically, socio-

logically and philosophically impossible for these two parties to

attract members of other ethnic worlds in Guyana.

As the crowds rose up to cheer Granger as he walked in to give

his congress address, they were about ninety-nine percent Afri-

can Guyanese. As people swarmed over Volda Lawrence when

she won the chairmanship contest, I saw two Indian faces out

of maybe forty persons.

Both parties are over sixty years old. Both parties have

controlled the government for long periods of time. Why with

domination over the country’s resources, the Indians in the PPP

hierarchy and the Africans on the top of the PNC pyramid could

not have established genuine camaraderie with people from the

other side of the racial and ethnic fence and allow them genuine

power in the leadership of the PPP and PNC respectively?

The danger with the PPP and PNC is that their image pen-

etrates the psyche of the nation. When an Indian sees the faces

of the top ten leaders in the PPP and when African Guyanese

see the twelve men and women that control the PNC, the obvi-

ous conclusion is; “that is the party that I will be more comfort-

able with so I will join and support it.” This becomes an endless

perpetuation.

A young educated Indian isn’t going to be attracted to the

PNC when he/she saw those images at the last PNC congress.

A bright African intellectual isn’t going to seek membership in

the PPP when he/she attends a PPP conference in Berbice and

the delegates are almost a hundred percent Indians.

The PPP and PNC perpetuate this cultural and sociologi-

cal emasculation because when one looks at the two parties,

the conclusion is inevitable – “I am not going there because I

will not make it; they have their own people.”

This is what Africans and Indians tell themselves every

moment when they see the PPP and PNC in operation. A

person’s emotions become indescribable when they walk into a

room and see people of different ethnicities in the vortex of

friendship, sharing and giving the warmth of belonging. That is

what a country should be like.

When you as an Indian born in a far off country come to

Guyana for the first time and you walk into a PNC conference

hall, you see only Black people, you are bound to ask; “Where

are the Indian people that make up half of the population?”

If you are born in Africa from Guyanese parents and you

come to Guyana and go to Berbice to attend the celebrations of

Cheddi Jagan’s death anniversary, you are inclined to ask, “Why

no Blacks are in attendance?” The question is; can these two

parties get out of their racial and ethnic entrapment? But more

importantly have they ever tried and if they did, why did they

not succeed?

I think Burnham tried to use state power to attract Indians

but he failed for two reasons. One is that Indians put their fate

and faith in an Indian party named the PPP and they rejected

Burnham’s overtures because he was calling them to join him as

individuals rather than embracing their party. In other words,

they wanted Burnham to have courted the PPP rather than iden-

tify with select Indians. The second reason was that Burnham

Why can’t the PPP and PNC have a multiracial physiology?

did not reach out to the real substance of the Indian population

– the poor agricultural and rural-based Indians.

Jagan in power from 1957 to 1964 and from 1992 on-

wards was not against the policy of elevating Blacks in his party

and government but it was the same syndrome. Blacks would

have gone over in both periods but they wanted Jagan to reach

out to their party, the PNC. Both Jagan and Burnham were

essentially non-racist but they ran their respective parties and

their respective government in ways that lacked innovative think-

ing. The result was that both men and both parties perpetuated

racial consciousness and ethnic insecurity.

President Desmond Hoyte never reached out to the In-

dian rural proletariat. Presidents Jagan, Jagdeo and Ramotar

were not interested in expanding Black leadership in the PPP.

As for David Granger, he is certainly no different from the rest.

A truly tragic land!

(Continued from page....9)  bullying and stampede must not deter.

Though social media was intended to be a space for con-

necting, such as rekindling association, gathering around com-

mon issues or promoting common causes, it is morphing into a

space where intolerance is being spewed, propaganda prolif-

erated, and the penchant to box people into a pro or anti-

agenda. This can be challenging for the younger generation,

posing threat to stifle their right to new thinking, dissent or pro-

posing of alternative views. And where as social beings asso-

ciation is built on relationship social media could be a daunting

avenue for ventilation, constructive association, growth and

development. The independent minority must persevere and

develop. This group must be the social conscience of the soci-

ety, bringing balance, truth and accountability.

The politics of justifying wrongs pose threats
to society and citizens’ well-being

“Those who don ’“Those who don ’“Those who don ’“Those who don ’“Those who don ’t kn ow histort kn ow histort kn ow histort kn ow histort kn ow history ary ary ary ary areeeee
doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”

   Edmund Burke

‘Will-power is the key to success.
Successful people strive no matter what

they feel by applying their will to
overcome apathy, doubt or fear’

Immigrant children separated from parents
are being held in what amount to cages. The

public outrage continues over Trump’s
immigrant family separation policy.

We need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims of
mass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyana



Seek CSJAD Membership Now!

guyanacjad@yahoo.com

Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
emphasize that Suicide
cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a

collaborative and
broader approach...

THE ABSENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAKES CLAIMS OF DEMOCRACY IN GUYANA A BIG GIMMICK

NOTHING LESS WILL SUFFICE UNTIL THERE IS A REVOLUTION OF VALUES
 AND A MORE RADICAL RELOCATING OF POWER TO THE DISPOSSESSED

A Crisis of
Child Abuse in

Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th

Senior Guyanese Association- Toronto: Annual Bake and Craft

Sale. From: 12 noon to 5 pm. At: Dennis Timbrell Community

Centre- 29 St. Dennis Dr. Don Mills, ONT. Finger licking

Guyanese & Caribbean Foods and Much Much More!! Call

Sherma at 416-490-9433 or Barb. 905-597-6136;

**

BCOCCA: 3rd. Annual Caribbean Cultural Expo- A Family Event

Ft. Caribbean Foods, Live Music etc. From: 1pm to 6 pm. At:

Alan Emmott Centre- 6650 South Oaks Cres. Burnaby, BC. For

info. call 604-274-6550 or 604-583-2428.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27th

COFONA: New Amsterdam Benefit Ball. At: Afrika House-2265

Bedford, B/klyn. Cost $75. Call 877-679-8866 or 718-757-1632.

governance and indecisiveness such as declining public trust,

which the Opposition can grab on to score political points. How-

ever, the Achilles heel of the Opposition is the fact that it too

had its share of scandals, corruption, indecisiveness and immo-

rality to be taking the government to task. But the Constitution

gives the Opposition the role to hold the government account-

able. However, in order for the Opposition to maintain cred-

ibility in doing its work, it has to come clean on its own past,

while setting out very concrete steps for preventing recurrence.

Moral Leadership
(Continued from page......9)

(Continued from page...4)  next twenty years in Guyana so it will

be wise if this administration and the incoming governments have

a strategic economic plan to invest this money by opening up

more job opportunities for our Guyanese people by creating

more industries and not more ”debts”. This money can also be

used to modernize the sugar industries so that workers can get

more jobs. If we can invest wisely in modern technology and

create more payable jobs also raise teachers pay to three hun-

dred thousand per month we will have more Guyanese coming

back to live here than the massive migration we have seen for

the past fifty years.

A close look at our markets and in Georgetown tells me

clearly we have more sellers than buyers so if everybody wants

to be a business man or woman then who will buy? This admin-

istration needs to invest in our security system by paying police-

men and soldiers better salaries. We have to stamp out this

drug trade before it gets out of control.

Crime is also a moral issue where we have poor family

values in our nation. Too much ”single parent life styles” the

sanctity of marriage is thrown out the homes so we have too

much ”tek up, live home and shak up life styles” that produce

many unwanted children who grow up into poverty that are the

criminals for tomorrow.

We must set examples for our children to follow. A life of

poverty and laziness will lead to a life of constant crime. It’s

time we inculcate moral values in our young people.

Rev.Gideon Cecil

________________________


