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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Lies are commonplace. But we 
don’t admit to telling tell them. 

We use euphemisms instead. We mis-
speak, stretch the facts, become eco-
nomical with it, present nuanced truth, 
or in the case of Donald Trump, we 
offer alternative facts.

The Decline of Honesty:

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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Covering Up One Lie With Another!

Lies are common-
place. But we don’t ad-
mit to telling tell them. 
We use euphemisms 
instead. We misspeak, 
stretch the facts, be-
come economical with 
it, present nuanced truth, 
or in the case of Donald 
Trump, we offer alterna-
tive facts.

In the latest 
Trump-Cohen tape the 
truth is twisted and the 
spinning machines of 
the alt-right, left, center, 
and a myriad of others, 
have their own interpre-
tations. There are times 
when you don’t know 
what or who to believe.

Before the ink is dry 
another lie is waiting to 
take its place. Despite 
the euphemisms, truth 
is a mark of honesty and 
without honesty a soci-
ety will crumble. There 
will be no regard for the 
social contract or author-
ity for the rule of law.

The philosopher Em-
manuel Kant says that 
one lie harms another 
and ‘vitiates the source 
of law itself.’ A society 
remains healthy when it 
refutes or debunks lies. 
It’s another day in Trum-
pland and another bomb-
shell is about to unfold. 
At the end of it, one is 
struggling to decipher 
the lies from reality. We 
need more people that 
tell the truth or will stand 
up for it. The world’s 
religions are united in 
their condemnation of 
dishonesty. The Quran 
states that, ‘O you who 
believe! Fear God, and 
be with those who are 
true in words and deeds.’

The Bible warns 
against false witness and 
the Book of Psalm sums 
it up: ‘The very essence 
of your words is truth; all 
your just regulations will 
stand forever.’ In Hindu-
ism, the Upanishad ex-
horts us to let our conduct 
‘be marked by truthful-
ness in word, deed, and 

ger grounded in facts, 
then we as American cit-
izens are on a pathway 
to relinquishing our free-
dom.’

Tillerson could have 
been referring to his 
previous boss, Donald 
Trump who has a rep-
utation for ‘alternative 
facts’ or simply lying to 
the public. This is not to 
say that other presidents 
did not lie. There was 
Nixon during Water-
gate, Reagan during the 
Iran-Contra deal and the 
Bill Clinton and Moni-
ca Lewinsky affair. But 
where Trump has dif-
fered from these is that 
he has made lying an art 
form.

Long before 
Trump became 
President, he 
questioned the 
place of birth of 
Barack Obama. 
As President, Trump 
continued to state that 
Obama was not Ameri-
can. Eventually, he con-
ceded that Obama was 
born in the US, but not 
before he accused Hil-
lary Clinton of starting 
the birther issue and 
praising himself for end-
ing it. 

When he became 
President the lines be-
tween lies and reality 
were further blurred. 
Trump invented ‘alter-
native facts’ to keep the 
media busy and the na-
tion shaking it’s head in 
disbelief. He said he had 
the biggest inauguration 

in living memory when 
the evidence showed 
sparse crowds. Sean 
Spicer, his press secre-
tary, now admits that he 
got it wrong.

Another ‘truth’ that 
Trump hatched was that 
Obama bugged Trump 
Tower. This engaged 
the media and the na-
tion for days and was 
unproven, as was the 
claim that millions were 
deliberately disenfran-
chised in the last elec-
tion. The confrontation 
between James Comey 
and Trump is well docu-
mented. Comey said that 
‘Trump was telling lies 
to the American people.’ 

There is no question 
that telling the truth is 
vitally important in the 
White House, and in 
American politics, be-
cause ‘ having a liar in 
the White House is a di-
saster not only for global 
security but also for the 
cause of democracy all 
over the world.’

In the past, the dissi-
dents that were fi ghting 
for freedom could point 
to America to show that 
a better world existed. 
But with the lies in the 
Trump administration 
the hand of Vladimir Pu-
tin, and others, would be 
strengthened. In the last 

week, an avalanche of 
so-called truths has hit 
the headlines and one is 
not sure whose ‘truth’ 
to believe. There is the 
truth of Donald Trump 
and that of his former 
attorney Michael Cohen.

There is also Michael 
Avenatti who has his 
own truth. Giuliani and 
Hannity and Fox News, 
CNN and NBC are also 
claiming to tell the truth. 
Lanny Davis, the lawyer 
for Cohen, has said that 
his client ‘is now dedi-
cated to telling the truth’ 
and that Giuliani was 
inventing words, which 
is another way of saying 

that he was lying.
These accusations 

will be played out in the 
days ahead before anoth-
er spectacular lie grabs 
the headlines. What is 
alarming is that compul-
sive liars can only spin 
their webs of deceit be-
cause there are compul-
sive believers. The more 
Trump lies the more his 
supporters believe him.

Trump blamed the 
Democrats for his family 
separation immigration 
policy. But members of 
his administration played 
a game of fl ip-fl op with 
the media, knowing  that 
it was Trump who was 
directing the zero-toler-
ance policy. The admin-
istration has not met the 
legal deadline for the 
reunifi cation of families.

Liars use language 
to obfuscate and distort 
reality. The metal cages 
that housed the children 
were described as ‘chain 
link partitions’ as if this 
made life any easier for 
the families. Honesty 
then is not the best policy 

in the Trump admin-
istration. Trump has 
told more than 3,000 
lies since becoming 
President, according 
to fact-checkers. His 
latest spin is that Pu-
tin will undermine 
the mid-term elec-
tions in the US so 
that the Democrats 

will win the House. If 
the Democrats do pre-
vail, Trump will blame 
the Russians; it won’t 
have anything to do with 
his policies.  

But Trump has anoth-
er classic. He says, ‘Just 
remember, what you are 
seeing and what you 
are reading is not what 
is happening.’ Comrade 
Napoleon from ‘Animal 
Farm’ must be nodding 
approvingly as Trump 
tries to rewrite history.

thought.’ The Talmud 
says that ‘the seal of God 
is truth’ while the Dham-
mapada points out that, 
‘one should utter truth.’ 
Mahatma Gandhi called 
his autobiography ‘an 
experiment with truth.’  

There is no shortage 
then from organized re-
ligion and thinkers about 
the importance of truth 
and honesty. But studies 

have shown that the im-
pact of religion on public 
consciousness is fading. 
The research of Pelin and 
Selin Kesebir in 2012 
shows that ‘words relat-
ed to moral excellence 
and virtue are declining.’ 
Care and concern for 
others are replaced by 
individualism. When a 
group of students in the 
United States were asked 
their views about steal-
ing, or cheating in a test, 
they replied that it was 
not right to comment as 
‘everyone was entitled 
to their own moral opin-
ion.’

It has been argued 
that honesty is not re-
inforced suffi ciently in 
education. But surely 
there are circumstanc-
es in which honesty has 
to be sacrifi ced for the 

greater good. For exam-
ple, one would hardly 
accuse people of decep-
tion if they misdirect an 
army from attacking an 
innocent community. 
Compassion may require 
a departure from the 
straight and narrow.

But nowhere has 
dishonesty been more 
glaring recently than in 
politics. George Orwell 
puts it rather succinct-
ly. He says, ‘Political 
language-and with vari-
ations this is true of all 
political parties, from 
Conservatives to An-
archists-is designed to 
make lies sound truthful 
and murder respectable, 
and to give appearance 

of solidity to pure wind.’  
The political land-

scape in America is re-
plete with dishonesty. 
Michael Bloomberg, the 
former Mayor of New 
York, did not mince his 
words. In his 2018 com-
mencement address at 
Rice University he said 
that the worst threat fac-
ing America was not ter-
rorism or communism 
but it is ‘an epidemic of 
dishonesty.’

At another com-
mencement address at 
the Virginia Military In-
stitute in Lexington, Rex 
Tillerson warned about 
‘a growing crisis of eth-
ics and integrity.’ He 
said, ‘if our leaders seek 
to conceal the truth, or 
we as a people become 
accepting of alternative 
realities that are no lon-

LIAR-IN-CHIEF: 
President Donald 
Trump is said to tell 
over 3,000 lies since 
he became President.  


