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Founded as an online publication in 2016 in Guyana, GIHR News is a multimedia company with a global 

reach. 
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1. O Beniba mek Quashiba A good frien’ is bettah dan money in de pocket. 
2. A gold mek Bacra a dead wid yalla febaj t’day. 
3. A hint tek notice. 

     African-Guyanese proverbs 
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4. All man can talk, but na all can do. 
5. Baby born, he  foot small. 
6. Back can wait, but no belly. 
7. Bacra no boy, niggah no fool. 
8. Cow say he dutty pon dam, but he dutty he own tail. 
9. Crab know he ‘ole, but crapaud na know he ‘ole. 
10. Crazy man know gubnah. 
__________________________________________________________________________________   
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By Dr. Norman Ng-A-Qui 

 
1. Size of Africa 

Did you know that Africa can hold within its boundaries the United States of America, China, India, 
UK, Japan and many other European countries? 

2. The Ancient Nile Valley Civilization 
Did you know that the Nile Valley was the home of African civilizations for more than 70,000 years 
and that the Ancient Egyptians Pharaohs during the dynastic period were black Africans? 

3. Ancient Egyptians and the Americas 
Did you know that the Ancient Egyptians could sail from Rhakotis (Alexandria) to Bimini (Bahamas) 
12,000 years ago, that is, thousands of years before Mongols came to the Americas? 

4. West Africans and the Americas 
Did you know that West Africans (Olmecs and Malians) settled in the Americas thousands of years 
before the Europeans arrived? 

5. Ancient and Greece 
Did you know that that the Ancient Egyptians were the source of education and civilization for the 
Greeks? 

6. Malians and Brazil 
Did you know that the Malians settled in Brazil about 200 years before the Europeans arrived? 

7. Moors and the Iberian peninsula 
Did you know that black African Moors conquered, occupied and civilized Spain and Portugal from 
711-1492 and through them the other Europeans countries got introduced to modern civilization? 

            Did you know? 
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8. Colonial slave trade and British Guiana 
Did you know that the Portuguese, East Indians and Chinese came to British Guiana after 1834 
but by that time Africans enslaved for the prior 200 years had already made the country habitable 
with a thriving agricultural sector, transportation infrastructure and population centers, e.g. the 
Parliament building was already completed.? 

9. The legacy villages of Guyana 
Did you know that freed Africans purchased more than 450 plantations within 20 years after 
emancipation and established more than 40 villages, with Victoria on the east coast being the first 
legacy village. 

10. The Father of the Nation 
Did you know that Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham became the Father of the Nation at 
Independence in 1966?    

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Shop at the online GIHR store 
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March for Windrush generation in           
pictures 

By Beryl Haynes   
 
Reparation for the injustices done to our much wronged people and compensation for the descendants 
of our ancestors who suffered at the hands of the oppressors.  On 1st August 2018.  The Committee for 
reparation in the Uk held its March from Windrush square Brixton to the seat of Government'Whitehall'. 
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                                                                                    Guyanese Reparations representative Rudi Guyan 
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Cleo Lake, the Lady Mayor of the Historic City of Bristol delivering a most profound message which pivoted 
around her role as she takes on, head-on the historical relics of the former Slaving city. 

In the British town of Bristol, when she became the new Mayor, one of the 
first things that Cleo Lake did was remove the 300-year-old portrait of a slave 
trader from the wall in her office’s parlor. 
Lake instead of destroying the portrait, Lake has asked that it be installed in a 
museum addressing Bristol’s role in the slave trade and the abolition of 
slavery. 
Colston has long-been a divisive figure in Bristol, which is 105 miles west of 
London, over his original role in the Royal African Company, which turned the 
sale and transport of enslaved Africans to work on plantations in the Americas 
and the Caribbean into an industrial scale practice during the mid-17th 
century. 
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Colston is estimated to have 
been responsible for the deaths 
of roughly 20,000 people 
aboard his slave ships. He 
acquired his wealth on the 
backs of capturing and 
brutalizing Africans by 
transporting enslaved Blacks. 
He would later go on to 
establish slave trade routes as 
far as Asia. 
 
 
 

The Centre for Reparation Research says the Windrush generation crisis demonstrates the failure of the 
United Kingdom (UK) to face its responsibilities as a former colonial power. 
The Centre in a news release issued a call for a full investigation into the circumstances under which some 
have been already deported and others are being threatened with deportation and denial of their British 
citizenship. Those who left to work in the UK, along with their children, went as British citizens under the 
1948 Nationality Act. 

The Centre said it maintains that the Windrush generation crisis is based on the UK’s long practice, 
since the days of African enslavement, to have cheap but expendable labour for its own enrichment and 
development. 

Professor Verene Shepherd, Director of the Centre said, “There are reports that British Prime 
Minister Theresa May has apologized to both Caribbean leaders meeting in London at the Commonwealth 
Summit and to the Windrush Generation for this shameful situation. 
"This crisis, however, clearly links reparatory justice with the continuing harm to the Caribbean. The failure 
to provide formal paperwork for those who emigrated as British citizens from the Caribbean is shameful. 
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The UK has used black bodies to build or rebuild the country, as in the case after World War II, and now 
seeks to deport them after they extracted the most useful years of their lives," she said. 

The Windrush generation deportations come on the heels of revelations that until 2015, West 
Indians and other black Britons paid taxes that helped pay off the Slavery Compensation Loan to white 
plantation owners in the Caribbean. The Centre says that these people were once again being asked to 
bear the burden of the UK’s failure to address colonialism. 

 

 

 

Minister of Finance Winston Jordan and, Minister of State, Joe Harmon, at the Linden Emancipation 

festival.  

  In observance of the 180 years of the emancipation of African-Guyanese, ‘Lindeners’ held 
Freedom Fest 2018, with a packed 
emancipation programme, on July 31 and 
August 1. 

The Wisroc Community Centre ground 
was an African cultural pyramid with African 
food, music, drumming and a grand cultural 
show. The event was hosted by Right Start 
Foundation and Member of Parliament 
Jermaine Figueira. Main sponsors include 
Minister of State Joseph Harmon, Minister 
within the Ministry of Natural Resources 
Simona Broomes and BK International CEO 
Brian Tiwari who made a whooping 

contribution of $500, 000. 

         Emancipation Fest 
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 “We face another challenge as a people. We face the challenge of rebuilding our physical 
infrastructure. We face the challenge… of rebuilding that cooperative spirit. So, tonight, as we are here, I 
want to say to you that the Government of Brigadier David Granger has committed itself to efforts, 
which can rebuild that physical infrastructure, to rebuilding the education system and to rebuilding the 
cooperative spirit, which was damaged by the [former administration],” Minister Joe Harmon said. 

On July 31 starting from 18:00hrs, the play field came alive with soiree, campfire, storytelling, folk 
songs and African games. On Emancipation Day, there was a village exhibition, a cook up competition and 
a cultural show. 

 
MP Figueira, who is the brainchild behind this year’s event said that for too long, the people from 

Linden, a town where the population is majority Afro-Guyanese, had to travel to Georgetown or other 
villages to enjoy an Emancipation celebration, “We have many persons living in Linden whose roots are in 
villages that were previously owned by Africans, and so the African culture is deeply enshrined in them. 
For these ones, especially the older folks, [they] have been longing for something right here that mimics 
what a real Emancipation celebration should be, and that is why we have put all heads together to give 
them an event this year right in Linden, which they deserve,” he said. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sale 

1. CLEO Women’s History Magazine 

2. CLEO Immigrant Women’s History edition 

3. GIHR Journal 

4. GIHR Heritage bookmarks 

5. GIHR Heritage key-rings 

6. GIHR Heritage calendars 

7. GIHR Heritage mugs. 
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No reason, evidence or hearing given before university fired lecturers (Part 3) 

By Dr Kumar Mahabir 

 

Due process was not followed by the University of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT) in dismissing about 
70 lecturers on May 11, 2018. On that day, I was among eleven lectures who were wrongly and arbitrarily 
fired from the Centre for Education Programmes (CEP) as part of the University’s stated “restructuring 
exercise.” 
 Due process is a fundamental principle of fairness which should be followed before dismissing 
workers, including instructors, teachers, lecturers and professors. It is a universal procedure which must 
be afforded to each individual - in an orderly sequence of steps - to avoid prejudicial or unequal treatment 
culminating in court action against a company, organization or institution.  

The steps of this process include the following:  
(i) consultation with the affected employee,  
(ii) prior notice of dismissal,  
(iii) presentation of evidence by the employer,  
(iv) opportunity for the employee to respond,  
(v) representation of the employee by an attorney,  
(vi) notice of dismissal,  
(vii) the right to appeal, and  
(viii) the right to judicial review. 

On May 24th 2018, we dismissed lecturers made yet another 
attempt to meet UTT President Sarim Al-Zubaidy at the Valsayn campus 
for our duly-constituted right to a hearing and appeal. This time we 
were accompanied by a fellow dismissed lecturer from another campus, 
Dr Andrea Kanneh. Again Al-Zubaidy refused to call us inside before or 
after his address to the lecturers in the Valsayn campus auditorium. 
 All our requests for a hearing and an appeal of our dismissal were 
broadcasted in the national newspapers, television channels and radio 
stations. No response came either from the Minister of Education, 

Anthony Garcia, or the Minister of State in the Ministry of Education, Lovell Francis, or even Prime Minister 
Keith Rowley himself. 
Court cases involving non-hearing 

The UTT failed to follow due process by denying us a hearing before a duly constituted Faculty 
Committee or Faculty Senate. Our constitutional right to a hearing before being dismissed was denied. 
Had the meeting taken place, we would have challenged the unfair, unreasonable, contradictory and 
arbitrary criterion that was used by CEP Head, Dr Judy Rocke, to terminate our employment. 
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The judgement on the 5th April 2011 in the case involving the National Workers’ Union vs North 
Central Regional Health Authority is significant because it sets a precedent for us dismissed lecturers at 
the UTT. The dismissed worker won his case because his employer did not obey the following proper 
procedures:  

(i) There was no hearing,  
(ii) The worker was also not advised of any complaints against him, and  
(iii) He was not given any opportunity to defend himself. In his findings, the Judge considered 

that worker’s dismissal to be “inappropriate and unfair.” 
In similar cases, Judges have granted victory to the claimants. The denial of the right to be heard 

and the denial of an appeal to dismissed workers were breaches of due process. One judge wrote that 
these denials “did not meet the minimum requirements of natural justice and that they were not 
conducted in accordance with the principles of good industrial relations.” Another court ruled that these 
denials to workers “were harsh, oppressive and contrary to good industrial relations practice.” What 
makes the case worse for the UTT is that it is a “public authority” funded by tax-payers and should have 
set an example for private sector employers. 
No individual reason/s, evidence or charges presented 

The UTT violated the significant industrial relations principle of “procedural due process” which 
must be afforded to each employee before dismissal in any place of employment. The UTT failed to 
provide an individual written reason or reasons for my (our) dismissal. All the termination letters given to 
us on May 11, 2018 stated that we were sacked because we were “surplus” lecturers and have become 
“redundant” in the university’s “restructuring exercise.” But UTT provided no evidence to support these 
claims. 

The “burden of proof” rests with the UTT to provide and explain the evidence that I was a 
“surplus” lecturer. How could I be when I had four (4) more weeks to complete teaching the course CIED 
4001: Contemporary Issues in Education? And most of my colleagues were on vacation??!! I have been 
teaching several courses during my 10 continuous years of service to the university with an average of 30 
students in each class. I taught courses in both the Primary and Secondary School specialisations. Each 
semester (Terms 1 and 2), I taught an average of five (5) or more classes. 
 The “restructuring exercise” justification by UTT suggested that the UTT was suffering from 
imminent financial crisis or financial exigency. However, the UTT never provided written evidence to us, 
individually or collectively, that it was experiencing financial hardship to the extent that our salaries and 
benefits were overbearing expenses. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

That offensive curry advertisement 

By Dr Kumar Mahabir 

The Omega 3-6-9 Complex advertisement on the nation’s highways - and now on TV - is an out-
of-place, outright attack on all curry lovers. Indeed, it is an ethnic form of aggression on a group of people 
in multi-culinary Trinidad and Tobago. 

This billboard advertisement suddenly appeared at various points on the highways with the 
tagline: “I like my Curry, but I love my heart.” The product being advertised is the Jamieson’s brand of 
Omega 3-6-9 Complex. The caption is followed by additional texts claiming that the tablets have been 
“Clinically proven to REDUCE Cholesterol.” 
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The caption is accompanied by an Indian 
woman with two tresses of long, 
flowing, black hair. She is serving a plate 
of paratha “buss-up-shut” roti with 
pumpkin, curried channa and aloo, 
curried chataigne [breadnut] and curried 
mango. 

The public should be warned 
that the claim about the unhealthy 
effects of curry in this advertisement is 
false, unscientific and misleading. The 
advertisement should be immediately 
removed with an apology made to all 
curry lovers and educated people. 

Curry powder is made from a 
blend of natural spices such as 
coriander, turmeric (“saffron”), ginger, 
cumin, fenugreek, nutmeg, fennel, 
cloves, tamarind, cinnamon, cardamom, 
chili peppers and curry leaves. On the 
other hand, Omega 3-6-9 is made from 
chemicals manufactured from fatty 
acids and fish oil and coated with 
gelatin sourced from beef. 

Gelatin is generally a faintly 
yellow, nearly transparent, glutinous 
substance obtained by boiling the skin, 
bones and ligaments of animals to form 

a glue. Vegetarians and Hindus, therefore, should not be consuming Omega 3-6-9.  
The clinically-proven medicinal benefits of curry 

 

Contrary to the claims of the Omega advertisement, consuming curried foods have been clinically 
proven to lower the levels of “bad” cholesterol (LDL), thereby reducing the risk of coronary heart disease 
(CHD) and strokes.  

A review of the potential medicinal benefits of murraya koenigii (curry leaves) in dyslipidemia 
was done by Mamta Parnami and Dr Kanika Varma of the University of Rajasthan in India. Their review 
was published in the International Journal of Advanced Scientific Research and Management (2018). 

Dyslipidemia is defined as an elevation of the total cholesterol, the "bad" low-density lipoprotein 
(LDL) cholesterol and the triglyceride concentrations, and a decrease in the "good" high-density 
lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol concentration in the blood. Dyslipidemia is an important risk factor for 
coronary heart disease (CHD) and stroke. 

The researchers from the University of Rajasthan reviewed studies on the medicinal benefits of 
curry leaves on human experimental models. In one study, 38 persons were given a preparation of fine 
ground curry leaves twice daily, at  a  dose  of  3  grams  per  meal  for  a  period  of  5 weeks. The study 
revealed a significant decline in total cholesterol (P=0.03). 
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Parnami and Varma also reviewed another study in which 40  post-menopausal women 45-65  
years  of  age,  with hyperlipidemia, were given with  dried curry leaf powder (5gms) added to their main 
side dish during  lunch  for  45  consecutive  days. At the end of the experimental period, there was a 
decrease of about 31.4 mg/dl TC, 15.9mg/dl TG, 23.8 mg/dl of the “bad” low-density lipoprotein (LDL) 
cholesterol. It was also observed that there was an increase of 6.5 mg/dl in the "good" high-density 
lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol concentration in the blood. 
The clinical claims of Omega 3-6-9 are misleading 

The advertisement promotes the idea that Omega 3-6-9 is “Clinically proven to REDUCE 
Cholesterol.” Omega 3 is composed of polyunsaturated fatty acids found mainly in fish, fish oils, flax 
seed oil, green leafy vegetables, some nuts and vegetable oils.  

Clinical research does not support the claim that omega−3 fatty acid supplementation prevents 
cardiovascular disease (including myocardial infarction and sudden cardiac death) and strokes. 

These discoveries were published in Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) (2012), 
Archives of Internal Medicine (2012), Pharmacology & Therapeutics (2013), and Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews (2018). 

Omega-6 fatty acids are a family of polyunsaturated fatty acids found in foods such as poultry, 
eggs, nuts, whole-grain breads and most vegetable oils 

A meta-analysis of 10 trials was done on 77,917 patients and published in JAMA Cardiology 
(2017). The study found no clinical support for the claim that the daily intake of one gram of omega-3 
fatty acid in individuals with a history of coronary heart disease prevents fatal coronary heart disease, 
nonfatal myocardial infarction or any other vascular disorder.  

Omega-9 fatty acids are a family of unsaturated fatty acids found in animal fat, vegetable oils 
and natural foods such as nuts, seeds and avocados. 

Clinical evidence suggests that increasing omega-6 fats have little or no difference to triglycerides, 
high-density lipoprotein (HDL, the “good” cholesterol) or low-density lipoprotein (LDL, the “bad” 
cholesterol) (Cochrane 2018). 

Research also conducted by L. Al-Khudairy et al. (2015) from Warwick Medical School concludes  
with this statement: “Our analyses found no statistically significant effects of either increased or 
decreased omega 6 intake on cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk factors.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   

 
Save the children. Enroll them in the Queens Daycare and, Child development centre. Call Sister Elvira 
Moses at 2275093 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

 

1. “Every Guyanese child can, must and should find a place in school. By the Grace of God, we now 
have 27 buses, over a thousand bicycles and over a dozen boats to get children to school under 
the 5Bs programme. We are always committed to education, not elite education but education 
for all. Education is the gateway and if you give, every young boy and girl the opportunity to stay 
in school long enough, to do their CSEC [Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate] or CAPE 
[Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination] and move on to University education, then this 
country would be transformed. This is my intention; to open the door to education to you so 
you can understand and enjoy the benefits of education.” 

2. “Public trust encourages active citizen participation in society and the economy. It makes public 
agencies more accessible and more accountable. Reliable public services inspire public trust and 
create a favourable environment for human safety and for the functioning of businesses thereby 
contributing to well-functioning markets, economic growth and, consequently, a high ‘quality of 
life.’ Public services are essential to citizens’ quality of life. 

3. “Every region I go to, I tell them to imitate the Upper Mazaruni model. This model, I want to see 
in Regions One, Two, Three and all of the other regions of Guyana. The first time I came here, I 
was fascinated to see young men and women coming together for days for these games. This is 
an innovative move in sport in Guyana and I wish I could see this in other regions. It is inclusive, 
you have the young and the old, boys and girls, rich and poor, everyone come together and it is 
also informative. We learn from one another, we improve our techniques but most of all, these 
games are inspirational. So I want to see you strive for excellence and no matter how small, you 
shake up Guyana.” 



18 
 

4. “Our Founder-leader initiated a system of free education from nursery to university. He built 
community high schools, multilateral schools and technical institutes, opened the first campus 
of the University and established the Cyril Potter College of Education – all to provide the best 
education for the post-Independence generation. Our Founder-leader encouraged self-reliance 
to stimulate economic independence and to generate employment by promoting agro-
processing, small- and medium-sized enterprises to empower poor households and boosting 
village economies. Our Founder-leader’s policy of economic independence resulted in the 
expansion and renovation of aerodromes, bridges, highways and stellings to ensure greater 
access to markets and to boost riverine, rural and hinterland agricultural production.” 

5. “I commit to lifting the veil of dissimulation and deception surrounding the deaths of so many 
Guyanese citizens. Human safety and respect for the right to life have never been so imperiled 
as during the first decade of the 21st century – a period to which I have referred as the 
‘Troubles’. I stated, in my address to the National Assembly on 13th October 2016: “The 
‘Troubles’ will be remembered as the darkest hour of our history. It was a time of the un-
investigated assassination of a Minister; of the investigation into the alleged implication of 
another Minister in the direction of a ‘death squad’; of the alleged implication of yet another 
Minister in the acquisition of a computer to track the telephone communication and location of 
adversaries targeted for assassination. It was a time of arbitrary arrests; of disappearances and 
of torture of young men; of the surge in armed robberies, narco-trafficking and gun-running. 
During that first, deadly decade, there were 1,317 murders and 7, 865 armed robberies”. 

6. “Today, all of us have an obligation to bring about what I call ‘economic emancipation’. We have 
to make poverty history just as we have made enslavement history. We have to build a society… 
just as our fore parents 180 years ago did. They were uneducated persons but they had a vision 
of the future. We too must have a vision for the future and where we want BV and Guyana to 
go. It is towards economic emancipation that we must turn our efforts. Everyday life is changing 
in Guyana and we must not be left behind,” 

7. “The villages are important even to today because the villages are the cradle of the nation. You 
have to start thinking about the future. The future is bright but if you are not careful, you will 
lose the advantage. We must continue to strengthen our villages and make them self-reliant. 
We must educate and empower our own sons and daughters. We must ensure that our children 
inherit something better than we inherited from our fore parents,” 
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English teacher of Ruimveldt Secondary, was crowned Miss Emancipation, on Saturday evening, 11 
August, at the National Cultural Center, to an appreciative audience.   She won from a bevy of six beautiful 

ladies. The top four: From 
left, second runner-up, 
Feliciann Elliot; Miss 
Emancipation Queen 2018 
Gabrelle Cummings; first 
runner- up, Dr. Colleen Bovell 
and third runner-up, Shelisa 
Depradine (Samuel Maughn 
photo) 
The top four: From left, 
second runner-up, Feliciann 
Elliot; Miss Emancipation 
Queen 2018 Gabrelle 
Cummings; first runner- up, 
Dr. Colleen Bovell and third 
runner-up, Shelisa Depradine 
(Samuel Maughn photo) 
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The Guyana 

Institute of Historical 

Research Montrose 

Academy, held the 

annual 5 days KIDS 

History School, from 

23 to 27 July.  The 

children learnt about 

the Dutch heritage, 

the village 

movement, the 

Presidents of 

Guyana, and the 

arrival of immigrants.  

They viewed exhibits, 

of the porknocker, 

mortar and the 

pestle, Hubert 

Nathaniel Critchlow, 

birth centennial of 

the late Presidents 

Arthur Chung and, 

Cheddi Bharat Jagan, 

and African fashion. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is with deep regret, that we announce the death of Mrs. Muriel Sheila Campbell, the Choir Mistress of 
Montrose Academy.  She died on 10 August 2018.  She died at age 84. 

 

       Death Announcement 
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B.V. Triumph Emancipation 

celebrations                          

 
 President David Granger, attended a Cultural Evening hosted by the Beterverwagting/Triumph 8th 
of May Movement to commemorate the 180th Anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery, which was 
held at the Beterverwagting/Quamina Primary School Compound, East Coast Demerara. 
President Granger urges in stirring Emancipation message 

After winning the fight for Emancipation from slavery many decades ago, President David 
Granger on the eve of Emancipation Day challenged Guyanese to strive for “economic emancipation” 
by making use of the approaching oil wealth. The President was at the time speaking at 
Beterverwagting at a cultural evening organised by the Beterverwagting/Triumph 8th of May 
Movement to mark the 180th anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery. 

Hundreds of Afro-Guyanese gathered in the compound and outskirts of the Beterverwagting 
Primary School to listen to the head of state’s wise advice on how they could build on the efforts of 
their predecessors. 

The President told the residents that while their ancestors fought 180 years ago for their legal 
emancipation, today, each Guyanese must now fight for “economic emancipation.” 

This, he said, includes making crime, poverty and disease “history” by building societies which 
possess a vision of the future, even as Guyana approaches immense oil wealth. 
“This is the chance of a lifetime and you who are living today are witnessing the most transformative 
event in Guyana’s economic history, the coming of the petroleum industry. Don’t be sidelined, don’t 
be left behind, go to school, educate yourself, so you can prove to your grandchildren and future 
generations what your foreparents did for you,” he said. 

The President continued: “It is towards economic emancipation that we must turn our 
efforts… there is, out there in the Atlantic, a powerful resource that belongs to all of us. It is not for 
foreigners, it’s not for strangers; it’s not for outsiders. It’s for you, your children and generations to 
come.”                                  



22 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

The Bagotville Cultural Circle was formed several years ago and was founded by the now deceased Jake 
Croker. 
Initially, the group was called ‘Egbe Afrugu Bin’, meaning ‘An African Way’ but was later given its present 
name after the election of new office bearers. 
The office bearers included the Chairperson – Ashton Crawford, Secretary – Shirley Osborne, Liaison 
Officers – Hazel Wilson and Dexter Crawford, Treasurer – Joan Richards and Assistant 
Secretary/Treasurer- Ingrid Peters.    
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           

          

 

 

Face 2 Face meeting of Online  

Students is 10 September. 

         Bagotville Culture Circle 
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Some say “Burnham”. Some say “Forbes Burnham”. Others say “Linden Forbes Sampson 
Burnham”, while there are those who say “The Founder Leader”. Of course, there are some who say, “The 
Dictator”. 
Last Monday, August 6, 2018, dozens of individuals and groups converged at sunrise, at The Place of the 
Seven Ponds in the Botanical Gardens in Georgetown, where they payed homage to the memory of a 
man who, along with others, including Dr. Cheddi Jagan and Stephen Campbell, laid the foundations for 

President Forbes Burnham: a 

legacy with “Food for thought” 

By  

Francis Quamina Farrier 
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an Independent Guyana. It was the occasion of the thirty third anniversary of the sudden passing, on 
August 6, 1985, of President Forbes Burnham; Guyana’s first executive President. 

Prayers were said by representatives of Guyana’s three main Religions; Christian, Hindu and 
Muslim, which is one of the legacies of the late president. Verbal Tributes were paid. Floral Tributes were 
also be laid. Those attending exchanged pleasantries and some of their memories of a man they loved. 
Not present, were those who hate Burnham with a passion. Some who were already born and old enough 
at the time of his death on August 6, 1985, celebrated his passing with drinking and song and dance. Those 
who loved him, mourned his passing with prayers and tears and lamentations and thought of what Guyana 
would become without him as the Leader. Such is the reaction to strong National Leaders on their passing. 

Last Sunday, the National Congress of Women (NCW), the women’s arm of the PNCR, held a 
Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Bust of their Founder Leader, President Burnham, in the compound of 
their Headquarters at 44 Public Road Kitty. Addressing the gathering were Party General Secretary Basil 
Williams and First Vice Chairperson Volda Lawrence. 
Since my own writing career commenced with my winning First Prize at a schools National Essay-Writing 
Competition some seventy years ago, I’ve recently thought of the idea of an Essay Writing Competition, 
in which the Burnham admirers and the Burnham haters are invited to enter; two First Prizes of ten 
million dollars for the best essay submitted about Burnham. My idea is that the competition will be in 
two categories; Those who love Burnham to a fault, will write what they think was his worst mistakes. 
Those who hate Burnham to the core, will be invited to write a few things which they consider were his 
best achievements. The submissions will not be identified by the names or gender of the authors, but 
only by some other identification method. 

Although I consider myself a Guyanese Patriot, I will recommend that all the adjudicators should 
be non-Guyanese. For example, President Jimmy Carter as the Chief Adjudicator, with Prime Minister 
Basdeo Panday, Prime Minister P.J. Patterson, Prime Minister Lester Bird, Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissesser, Caricom Secretary-General Dr Edwin Carrington and Prime Minister Dr Ralph Gonsalves, as the 
other adjudicators. 

                     
One of the most controversial acts by President Forbes Burnham, was his banning of certain foreign 

food items; wheat flour, for example. Some Guyanese welcomed such banning, even referring to it as a 
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good economic policy. Others were in stark objection to what was taking place, and even referred to the 
President as “Banam”. On Monday July 23, 2018, while looking at the American TV Food Show, THE 

CHEW, on Channel 4, the Chefs were making a dish and one of the ingredients they were using was Rice 
Flour. On Saturday July 28, 2018, while looking at the American TV Show “Family Feud” with Host Steve 

Harvey on Channel 5, I noticed that one of the answers was “Rice Cake”. 
Forty years ago, the introduction of rice flour in rice producing Guyana by President Forbes 

Burnham, was extremely controversial, and met with fierce opposition by many citizens. Some citizens 

even migrated to the USA, a country which now promotes Rice Flour on popular Food Shows, on National 

Television. That certainly is “Food for thought”, and could be one of the issues included in my proposed 

National Essay-Writing Competition about Guyana’s first executive President. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Resettlement of Venezuelan refugees in Guyana. 

 

                    
Minister Felix announces settlement plan for Venezuelan migrants 

On July 30, 2018 Minister of Citizenship, Mr. Winston Felix, today, said plans are in motion for the 
establishment of a homestead settlement area for the 260 confirmed Venezuelans, who are occupying 
areas in Barima-Waini (Region One). The Minister made this announcement during an interview with the 
Public Information and Press Services Unit of the Ministry of the Presidency at the conclusion of the third 
multi-agency coordinating committee meeting held at the Ministry of Citizenship, Shiv Chanderpaul Drive, 
Georgetown. 

Minister Felix said that the resettlement area will allow the Venezuelans to be self-reliant, 
“It is intended that we [will] develop something like a homestead where families are accumulated and 
eventually we can move them into cash crop farming. We can encourage that so that in the first instance 
they can feed themselves and if they have surpluses they can sell. We are looking at crops for their 
sustenance and their immediate needs. Once you get that...going then the next thing is to guide them 
into areas in which they can sustain themselves. The immediate outcome is that we want to see them 

properly settled and they must be able to 
sustain themselves…,” he said. 
He noted that the agencies on the 
committee will continue to play their roles 
in lending whatever assistance is necessary 
to those in Region One while assessing the 
migration of Venezuelans into Cuyuni-
Mazaruni (Region Seven). 
“In the meantime, the Ministry of Health is 
continuing its vaccination [efforts]… [The 
Department of] Immigration is continuing 
the registration and support work… The 
Police [are] also following through with the 

support work to this committee. So, all agencies, locally, are locked into this committee to provide services 
and support for the Venezuelans in Guyana. We are also exploring the situation in Region Seven [in order] 
to find out where [the Venezuelans] are and what numbers we have to [cater for],” he said. 
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The Committee has also been working alongside the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations Human Rights’ Council (UNHRC) to 
determine areas of collaboration and support. 

Rather than criminalize the Venezuelans, Minister Felix said that the Committee and by extension, 
the Government, have chosen to respond to the situation in a humane manner, with concern for the 
safety, health, and accommodation of the migrants. 

The meeting included United Nations Resident Coordinator, Ms. Mikiko Tanaka, and other 
representatives from UNICEF, IOM, Civil Defence Commission (CDC), Ministry of Public Health, Ministry 
of Social Protection, among others. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________    

Ministry of Indigenous Peoples' Affairs launched its calendar of activities 

for the       Indigenous Heritage Month Celebrations. 

  
This year’s celebrations will be held under the theme "Proud of our Indigenous Identity- Celebrating in 
Unity".  
The launch which was held at the Umana Yana, Kingston, on 9 August, and saw patrons greeted to a 
traditional indigenous setting, live performances from the Couchman Family, Sara Fredericks, 4 year old 
Fola Cadogan, and a dance by the Students of the Hinterland Scholarship Division. 

In her remarks to those gathered Minister within the Ministry Valerie Garrido-Lowe noted the 
significant strides the indigenous peoples have and continues to make, pointing out opportunities being 
made available. Among such opportunities the Minister said was empowering the nations indigenous 
youth through the Hinterland Employment Youth Service HEYS program which continues to see 
tremendous success country wide. 
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Vice President and Minister of Indigenous Peoples' Affairs in his feature address noted that this year’s 
theme is most fitting since its government thrust to bolster UNITY.  

Staff heading the respective committees gave a brief overview of the month long activities which 
is expected to see the indigenous peoples from all ten administrative regions join in celebration. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                     
To: 
 

1. GIHR News- $600 per annumCLEO 
2. Women’s History magazine- $1,500 per annum 
3. Lessons in Guyanese History -$1,600 
4. Guyana Institute of Historical Research Journal- $1,600.  
5. Outline in Guyanese History-$500. 
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Congratulations Christopher Ram 
GIHR News extends congratulations to Mr. Christopher 
Ram, who has earned a Certificate for the Masters of 
Laws in Oil and Gas at a graduation in the Great Hall of 
Reading University in England. 
 Mr. Ram, a Chartered Accountant and, Attorney-
at-Law, has provided yeoman service to the Guyana  
Institute of Historical Research, over the years.  The 
achievement, in this area of law, will certainly 
contribute, to the body of knowledge, on the extractive 
industries and law, especially oil and gas. 
GIHR News, certainly concurs with Mr. Ram comment, 
“Hopefully I will have the opportunity to place the 
knowledge at the disposal of the country and to make 
an enhanced contribution to the national debate. 

Hopefully, too, younger Guyanese will also 
recognize that learning is not an age thing and within 
reason, everything is possible.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Congratulations to cricketer Shivnarine Chandarpal, on the award of an 
Honorary Doctorate, from the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine 

Campus.                                                                            
Chanderpaul made his international 
debut at the age of 19 and went on to 
captain the West Indies in 14 Tests and 
16 One Day Internationals. A left-handed 
batsman, Chanderpaul is well known for 
his unorthodox batting stance, which has 
been described as crab-like. He has 
scored 20,000 runs in international 
cricket, and in 2008 he was named as one 
of the five Cricketers of the Year by the 
Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack and 
awarded Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy (ICC 
Cricketer of the Year) by the International 
Cricket Council. 
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Due to poor performances, Chanderpaul was dropped from the West Indies squad in 2015. After 
that, he announced his retirement from international cricket in 2016, without a farewell, at the age of 
41. 

Congratulations to Chief Executive Officer Rakesh Lachana, on his 
appointment as Managing partner of the Ram & McRae Accounting 
Firm. 

 
From left: Christopher Ram, Rakesh Latchana, Shirlan Benjamin, Donna Dublin, Cleveland Gilkes, 
Chetram Singh, Alexis Barry and Robert McRae. 

         
Members of the African Commission meet with President David Granger. 

 

https://s1.stabroeknews.com/images/2018/08/latchmmanpartner.jpg
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Naipaul’s multi-racial school friends in Trinidad 
By Dr Kumar Mahabir 

 
V.S. Naipaul wrote: “I never ceased to feel a stranger. I saw people 
of other groups only from the outside; school friendships were left 
behind at school or in the street. I had no proper understanding of 
where I was, and really never had the time to find out: all but 
nineteen months of those twelve years were spent in a blind, 
driven kind of colonial studying” (Literary Occasions 2003: 9). 

This sentiment reinforces the severity of the colonial 
education system and the pressure it puts on very young children 
to succeed. It also illustrates how alienating the entire education 
system was for the students as they did not even have the time to 
form basic human relationships with others.   

Literary critic Helen Hayward notes that Naipaul’s 
“discussions of, and writing about his life tend to dwell on his 
feelings of non-alignment and alienation” (2012: 2). This sense of 
solitude pervades A House for Mr. Biswas and The Mystic Masseur 

as the characters Mr. Biswas and Ganesh have very lonely childhoods.  
He kept home life hidden 

Mr. Biswas’ only friend at school is Alec, while Ganesh “was never really happy during the four 
years he spent at the Queen’s Royal College” (The Mystic Masseur 1957: 9). Like Biswas, Ganesh had only 
one friend, Indarsingh, but the friendship was eventually severed.   

However, despite these claims of loneliness, Naipaul had a fairly outgoing childhood at school 
with numerous social experiences and many friends. Critic Patrick French (2008) notes that “others 
considered him a popular boy” and “he had friends, but kept much of himself hidden from them” (page 
54).  

Furthermore, although it seemed that it was only much later in life “at Queen’s Royal College that 
this young educated Hindu encountered other ethnic communities … he came into contact with Africans 
and Whites, but interaction operated only at an academic level” (Mahabir 2008: 13).  

Critic Aaron Eastley noted that “Naipaul was fortunate in being largely accepted by his peers at 
the schools he attended, both in the capital and previously in Chaguanas” (2011: 37). At Tranquillity 
Boys’ School, there were hardly any Indians, and the school was composed of black or mixed students. 
Naipaul was seen as a great curiosity but was treated quite well by everyone. 

French also notes that “at Tranquillity Boys’ Intermediate School, Vido made friends across 
cultures … Winston A.G. Springer, known as WAGS, Kenneth Cazabon, related to the painter Michel Jean 
Cazabon, and Yip Young, a ‘very bright and delicate boy who was half-Negro and half-Chinese’ ” (page 
31).  

Even more surprising, Naipaul would engage in typical childhood activities such as swapping his 
traditional Indian food with a Negro boy. The Tulsi children in A House for Mr. Biswas repeated the food 
swapping as well with children of different ethnicities. At Queen’s Royal College, Naipaul “made no 
deliberate effort to associate with other Indians” and his “friends … would have been black people.” The 
boys even “called each other by their surnames, in British style” exactly the way that Anand is addressed 
at school by his fellow pupils (French 2008: 41).  
Keeping home and school separate 

However, Naipaul’s sentiments about friendship being kept apart from home life is evident in his 
school life as well as in his writings. “He never brought friends home, preferring to keep the two worlds 
separate.” Naipaul has said that “it seemed natural to have the friendship outside the house. You wouldn’t 
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want another boy to see your poverty” which seems accurate given Naipaul’s unstable home life (French 
2008: 42).  

However, Naipaul’s sister, Savi, posited that this secrecy appeared to represent a separation 
arising from social, ethnic or cultural embarrassment. Literary critic Bhoe Tewarie noted that “his 
perception of the world has been conditioned in part by the fact that he is of Indian descent, a Hindu from 
the Brahmin caste, born in Trinidad into a minority group and culture, isolated and politically impotent in 
a colonially created and dominated island society” (2007: 1).  

Naipaul’s cultural background did indeed cause tensions in his school life. The cultural differences 
also prove contentious for Naipaul’s characters Ganesh, Anand and Ralph. For Ganesh, “his sense of 
alienation and displacement stems from his ethnic background: he is an Indian, a Hindu and a Brahmin” 
(Tewarie 2007: 11-12). 
 When the personal lives of Ralph’s school friends come to light, relationships are fractured. When 
Hok’s true ethnicity is revealed, the boy is traumatized. Browne and Ralph’s childhood friendship dies 
after encounters with their families. Like Naipaul, Biswas successfully keeps his home life separate from 
his friendship with Alec as “there was a tacit agreement between them that they would keep their homes 
secret” (A House 1961: 46). 
Mahabir has written two chapters on Naipaul in his book, Multiple Identities (2017). 

 
 
The following GIHR courses run from 
September to July: 
1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma  Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese 
history. 
Cost: $16,000 for 16 weeks; 
$10,000.00 per unit/$40,000. 00 per 
trimester/$100.00 per  year                                            
 
 
 
 
 

 


