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Lack of capacity to audit ExxonMobil’s pre-contract cost...

By: Adam Harris

A war with the teachers  may be pound foolish

_____________________________________________

A well-known Chartered Accountant

has questioned the statements made by

Minister of Finance, Winston Jordan re-

garding the lack of capacity to audit the

pre-contact cost submitted by

ExxonMobil.

“That is the

most astound-

ing admission

of incompe-

tence to have

emanated from

this govern-

ment. If you

can’t audit

US$460M how

are you going to be able to audit US$4B?

Who did Mr. Jordan consult to know that

the country does not have the capacity?”

By: Chris Ram

Christopher Ram questioned.

Nearly two years after the 2016 Pro-

duction Sharing Agreement (PSA) was

signed between the current Government

and ExxonMobil, Jordan told reporters

last week that Guyana currently still lacks

the capacity to audit the US$460M.

“It is really a tough issue for us,” Jor-

dan stated.

He added, “We are still putting sys-

tems in place to do all the monitoring of

expenses by ExxonMobil. I must admit

that we hardly have any skills at the mo-

ment, but it is not as if we don’t audit this

thing in 2015 then we’ve lost all chances.”

Ram stated that ExxonMobil must be

laughing at the ridiculousness of some of

the statements emanating from Guyana’s

Government. He described it as ‘simply

mind boggling’.

“The accounting professionals should

take offence at such a statement and even

our Audit Office,” Ram noted.

He suggested that Minister Jordan

should consult with the Minister within the

Ministry of Finance, Naipaul Sharma, who

has successfully piloted several investiga-

tive and complex audits.

“Sharma oversaw dozens of audits,

often of a far more complex nature. We

do have the capacity. In the case of the

audits that Mr. Sharma supervised, you

didn’t always get the cooperation of some

of the auditees. The document trail might

have been missing or gone cold. In the

case of ExxonMobil, they have a contrac-

tual duty to maintain records which need

to be verified,” Ram noted. See page.......2

Min. Winston Jordan

The teachers are going on strike. This

would be the first such in as long as I can

remember. For this to happen, something

had to push the teachers over the line,

and to my mind, they were pushed over

the line.

A few months ago, there were nego-

tiations over a pay package designed to

improve the lives of the teachers. The

negotiations ended with the teachers be-

ing promised that something would be

done over the package.

The proposals languished with the Min-

istry of Finance until the teachers’ union

began to ask questions and to threaten

action. Last week, the government de-

cided to meet with the teachers’ union,

but from all appearances what emerged

was something that the teachers could not

accept.

I have to revisit my pet peeve; better

conditions for teachers who are the foun-

dations of the society. They are the people

who must fashion the future. Already men

have drifted away from the profession,

with dire consequences for the nation.

Young men with no role models in the

mainstream, simply wander through

school then end up on the streets as crimi-

nals.

It is because they do not see school

offering anything, so they opt to try their

luck on the streets, sometimes with fatal

consequences. I often blamed the school

system, but I failed to realize there is only

so much teachers could do. For one, the

supporting systems have been removed,

to the extent that many teachers are help-

less.

As a former teacher, I saw the slow

decline in discipline. Young boys simply

challenged the female teachers, but even

before this began to happen, there were

parents who opposed disciplinary action

by the teachers. Many turned up in

schools to do battle with the teachers.

The result is that the teachers took the

easy way out; they simply refused to chal-

lenge errant children. They could not at-

tempt to flog errant children whose par-

ents had long since accepted the anti-so-

cial behaviour of their children. Many have

been heard to say, “I don’t beat me chil-

dren, suh nobody must touch dem.”

But there is more to this. There have

been teachers who brutalized children and

no one would appreciate the brutality. But

then again the police later exact the same

brutality on errant children. I would tell

my children that I would prefer to brutalise

them before the police do. The threat was

enough to keep them in line.

But even when they were flogged in

school, I would inform them that if they

had done nothing wrong, the flogging

would not have visited them. These teach-

ers in today’s conditions would invite par-

ents who might turn up. Some never got

the invitation and were too taken up not

to realize that their children were not go-

ing to school, although they left home to.

The more enterprising teachers con-

ducted private lessons that cost many a

parent an arm and a leg. For those who

could not afford the private lessons, the

public schools were their best and only

option. So there it is; the  See page..........7
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Lack of capacity to audit
ExxonMobil’s pre-contract cost...

By: Freddie Kissoon

We allowed Jagdeo: we are now allowing Granger

My friend Leonard Craig is visiting Guyana from studies

abroad, so I am filling him in on the depravities, immoralities,

inequities, insensitivities, crudities, banalities, and stupidities that

inhere in the use of power from colonial times and 52 years

after Independence. I told Craig that he arrived in Guyana at a

time when he can see the direct continuation of the authoritarian

instinct that has been carried over from the PPP’s reign.

The manifestation was the unilateral appointment of the head

of the Department of Energy. As Craig was about to speak on

the suitability of Dr. Mark Bynoe, I stopped him immediately to

warn him that Guyanese must stop the obfuscation invented by

President Granger in relation to the appointment. People are

sympathetic to Dr. Bynoe and protecting his suitability for the

job. The latest crusader on behalf of Bynoe is the Public Ser-

vice Union (PSU).

The issue is not the man, Bynoe. He did not hand-pick

himself. At the moment, Dr. Bynoe has done nothing even inel-

egant, much less improper, and commentators should stop their

focus on him. President Granger perhaps met the PSU’s en-

dorsement with glee, because that is what he wants. Granger

needs more people to pledge support for the Bynoe placement,

because it obfuscates his continuing embrace of the authoritar-

ian pattern of governance in Guyana.

The method used in the selection of Dr. Bynoe for what

the international media, governments around the world, and the

internal and external nation of Guyana consider the major in-

dustry in the future of Guyana, was downright autocratic, and it

will have terrible consequences. For such an industry, the deci-

sion needs a manifestation of governance that rests on broad

consultations with coalition partners, civil society and should

carry advertisements worldwide.

What Granger did is to strengthen the arguments of cul-

tural bigots like the journalists at the New York Times that oil

wealth will not be protected by democratic governance. Do the

people of Guyana realize that in arrogating to himself the right to

determine who administers the energy sector, Granger has fired

the first salvo that as president he will determine who shapes

the oil industry.

This type of thinking ruined the sugar industry. After Presi-

dent Burnham died, sugar became the sole prerogative of Presi-

dents Hoyte, Cheddi Jagan, Janet Jagan, and Jagdeo. Arrogant

governance that excluded deep and far-reaching consultations

on the sugar industry caused its demise. It was always on the

cards that WTO rules would have intervened to stop the Euro-

pean subsidy on sugar, but the downsizing of sugar was trans-

formed into its demise by authoritarian use of power.

What Granger has shown with his unilateral selection of

Dr. Bynoe, is that there is no guarantee that oil wealth will be

managed within a democratic framework. Granger’s decision,

I am convinced, has already initiated a resurgence of pessimism

among diaspora members who want to come back, capitalists

who want to invest, young Guyanese who wanted to stay be-

cause Guyana will be an oil power, and the average person

who sees a country forever blighted by terrible rulers.

It has been reported that the Green Paper on the Sover-

eign Wealth Fund centralizes power in the Ministry of Finance,

meaning the fund will be a government-administered process. If

that is so, then the oceans and mountains of advice Guyana got

on how to manage this fund in ways that would isolate it from

autocrats who love power are wasted. It is highly unlikely, al-

most impossible, that Granger did not see that Green Paper

before it was presented to Parliament. He had to know, He

knew and he agreed with the centralization process. Mr. Granger

is surely and quickly showing us that he is not interested in de-

mocratizing the use of power.

I wrote a column last year, after I saw the authoritarian

trend began to show its monstrous head, which God gave us a

chance in 2015 and if we throw it away, he will not give us

another opportunity. I have studied Granger’s use of power for

three years and I have come to the conclusion from my sources

that Mr. Granger is happy with the autocratic pathway. And he

is insulated from criticism because he is not a corrupt ruler.

It is banal, political theory for any scholar to argue that an

honest Prime Minister or President cannot develop and be sat-

isfied with the totalitarian use of state power. This country

watched and allowed the autocratic drift of Bharrat Jagdeo when

he newly arrived at the gates of power. We are doing the exact

thing with David Granger. In months to come, Krauss will re-

turn and write that Guyana and its oil wealth are doomed to die.

‘The only thing necessary for‘The only thing necessary for‘The only thing necessary for‘The only thing necessary for‘The only thing necessary for
the triumph of Evil  is forthe triumph of Evil  is forthe triumph of Evil  is forthe triumph of Evil  is forthe triumph of Evil  is for
Good Men to do Nothing.’Good Men to do Nothing.’Good Men to do Nothing.’Good Men to do Nothing.’Good Men to do Nothing.’

                                                                                                                                       Edmund BurkeEdmund BurkeEdmund BurkeEdmund BurkeEdmund Burke

(Continued from cover page)

Ram had previously expressed the view that Guyana should

not have included the US$460M pre-contract cost in the PSA

without having it audited. He had also pointed out that the

US$460M only accounts for 1999 to 2015. Ram is of the opin-

ion that the cost is overstated by US$92M and that additional

pre-contract cost should be expected for the period January

2016 to October 2016.

International Lawyer Melinda Janky indicates that Guyana

is already in a US$900M hole as of October 2016.

Costs continue to be incurred from 2016 to now, towards

the development of the Liza Phase One Project. This will be

added on top of the pre-contract cost, which is all cost recov-

erable.

ExxonMobil has boldly stated to be open to such an audit

should Guyana make the request.

Jordan had stated that persons requesting Government hire

the necessary skills should also indicate how the hiring would

be funded.

“Mr. Jordan doesn’t have a clue of what he is talking about,

and to think he is a part of the quintet of Government Ministers

overseeing the oil and gas sector is what bothers me so much,”

Ram pointed out.

Guyanese see management of the

country’s resources through

different lens than most

of our Political Leaders

“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health of

himself and of his family.....”

“Those who don ’“Those who don ’“Those who don ’“Those who don ’“Those who don ’t kn ow histort kn ow histort kn ow histort kn ow histort kn ow history ary ary ary ary areeeee
doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”doomed to repeat it.”

   Edmund Burke
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The Question at Large- Who is in Charge?
By: Yvonne Sam

Is Trump’s White House— really the Right House?

A total of eleven Conservatives in the U.S. House filed a motion to impeach Rod

Rosenstein the Deputy Attorney General. Some have criticized this gesture deeming it

an outrage. https://www.npr.org/2018/07/25/632489887/house-conservatives-file-

impeachment-articles-against-rod-rosenstein. While the latter may hold some frag-

ment of truth let us not overlook how profoundly weird the entire situation is. While

the attempted impeachment of an executive branch official is atypical, there is consti-

tutional provision and exemplar for it.     

Under the presidency of Barack Obama some house Republicans attempted to

impeach John Koskinen, commissioner of the Internal Revenue Service. http://

www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/gop-begins-impeachment-process-not-

against-obama.Now this current campaign to impeach Rosenstein has a stark differ-

ence simply because it is not a straightforward encounter between a Congress and

White House that assail each other politically.  Rosenstein is the appointee of a presi-

dent whom the prospective impeachers support.

That is essentially the reason and their ardent support for Donald Trump why

they want to impeach his deputy attorney-general. They contend that Rosenstein is

not sharing enough information with President Trump’s colleagues in Congress about

the Justice’s Department’s handling of Russia’s investigations. Still the President does

not need the House to impeach Rosenstein, as he has the legal right to fire at any time.

In addition as head of the executive branch, he also has the power to order the

declassification of any information he wants Congress to have. Nevertheless, thus far

Trump’s interventions have consisted of slagging or critically attacking Rosenstein in

interviews and on Twitter.

A common cliché in effect when commenting about the Trump administration is

“this isn’t normal”, but the people have concentrated very little on one of the most

important norms that Trump has disregarded: the norm that the administration is an

extension of the will of the president who heads it. (https://www.huffingtonpost.com/

entry/opinion-bardella-trump-normal_us_5a7e073ae4b044b3821d56ff.  Nota-

bly, Republicans have affirmed the idea that the Constitution confers all executive

power in the president. The theorists say that a “unitary executive” is essential so that

voters know who should be held accountable for the executive branch’s performance;

hence the voters’ choice of a president has the full effect that it should.

However, divergence in the Executive is a theme that is evident in several recent

controversies involving the Trump administration.  Point in question is the Helsinki

meeting with President Vladimir Putin, and its upshot which showed the President

alienated within his own Cabinet.

President Trump controverted Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo and Dan Coats

Director of National Intelligence about whether Russia had meddled in the 2016 U. S

elections, and whether such an action would be repeated.  Jim Mattis, the Secretary

of Defense made a public defense of America’s affiliation with Montenegro; Trump

criticized that alliance. https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-poli-

tics/donald-trump-nato-montenegro-world-war-mutual-defence. Such a degree of

public disunity never occurred during, say the Bill Clinton era. The airing of even

smaller disagreements would have been dealt with as a major problem for previous

administrations, one resolved by a public display of support behind a considered

position set by the president. By comparison, the Trump administration hardly tries to

tamp the cacophony. The President does not listen to his appointees, who in return

do not attempt to give voice to his views. He gets his information from Fox News,

whether he is opining about the Justice Department or Russian operations, and not

from the people he has put in charge of his law enforcement and intelligence-gathering

bureaucracies.

Recently Trump mildly criticized the Federal Reserve for raising interest rates.

He in turn was also chided for breaking the recent norm of presidential silence about

Federal policy.  https://www.npr.org/2018/07/19/630589358/president-trump-criti-

cizes-federal-reserve-for-raising-interest-rates. What really stands out in his state-

ment is that he was criticizing the policy of Jerome Powell a Fed.  See page................7
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President’s rebuke of Black people on Emancipation Eve

By: Dr. David Hinds

According to media reports, President Granger used the

occasion of the Emancipation Eve event at Beterverwagting to

deliver what one media house described as a “hard-hitting”

speech in which he rebuked African Guyanese for not lifting

themselves as their fore-parents did. It was one of those mo-

ments that caused all of Guyana to stop and listen because the

rebuke came from the leader of the country and the political

leader of Black people in Guyana on a day when those people

turn out in their numbers to celebrate the anniversary of free-

dom from the worst form of human bondage.

Twist it or turn it, Emancipation Day is a sacred moment

for Black people—a moment of memory of bondage and of

overcoming and defeating bondage. It is a moment of celebra-

tion of the best of the African spirit. It is also a moment of sister-

hood and brotherhood, of Black unity within the context of Black

diversity. It is a moment of sober reflection on the road traveled

from 1838 to the present. It is a moment when Black people

must ultimately confront their present condition. So, what is said

on that day has great meaning.

As I read the president’s words, I detected an attempt to

grapple and confront the current Black Guyanese condition. I,

myself attempted to do so in my column last week. Five years

ago, as part of the leadership of Cuffy250 organization, I sug-

gested that we title our annual forum, “The State of African

Guyanese Forum” and use the occasion to reflect on the cur-

rent condition of the group. President Granger gave the key-

note address at four of the five forums we have held to date and

on each occasion, he spent part of his address speaking frankly

to the state of African Guyanese. It was always appreciated,

and his comments never raised concerns.

So, I am at one with President Granger in openly and frankly

confronting the current state of African Guyanese. He observed

some negative tendencies that have taken root among sections

of the Black community. They are not universal among the group,

but they are prevalent enough to be cause for concern. Self-

critique is vital to democratic deliberations and it is the highest

form of critique. Self-critique could be uncomfortable for the

group, but when criticisms come from within, it, more often than

not, comes from a place of love.

I think President Granger loves Black people—he has

spent a lot of his academic and journalistic energies unearthing

Black history and constructing Black narratives of resistance

and pride. But, having said that, I must admit that I have some

difficulty with his rebuke. There was something about the tone,

the generalization, a kind of “talking down” rather than “rea-

soning” and a seeming lack of responsibility to the group that

bother me.

Excerpts from the president’s speech are worth quoting:

“You must be ashamed if you do not have work. Some people

are proud that they don’t have work. They want a raise. They

always want a raise. People get a raise today, they expect to

come back… to come back to want another raise, but we’ll

have to promote self-employment in this village and other vil-

lages,” Granger said.

“Go out there and use your talent to enrich yourself and

your children. That is economic emancipation. We must go out

there and use our talents. If we make our living by hanging around

the corner and liming at the Guinness Bar, we will be forever

poor but if we go into our farm, go into our workshop, go into

our schools we will be able to bring prosperity,” he said.

“Let’s put our monies in boats, buses and bicycles, not in

vodka, rum and gin. Let’s put the children first. If our fore-

parents were drunkards, we won’t be here today, but they saved

their money and they bought these villages not for themselves

but for future generations.”

My first difficulty is with the very notion of self-critique

coming from the president. While the president justifiably feels

free to admonish his people in the open for their bad ways, he

heads a government that is most intolerant of internal self-cri-

tique. No member party of the governing coalition has felt free

to criticize the government in the open on any issue. The WPA,

of which I am a leading member, has been severely criticized

for publicizing its own marginalization—the outcome has been

further marginalization.

At a personal level, I, along with Lincoln Lewis, have been

removed as a columnist from the sate-owned newspaper on

instructions from the highest level of the government for engag-

ing in self-critique of the government. The president did not con-

demn that act or separate himself from it or order an inquiry,

which has been his preferred mode of justice. Lincoln Lewis

and I are known supporters of the government and our criti-

cisms come from a place of concern and love. There is a double

standard in the president feeling free to rebuke his people for

their shortcomings while his government punishes supporters

for rebuking them, the government for their shortcomings.

My second problem with the president’s rebuke has to do

with the context of his comments. He was addressing his re-

buke to poor Black people. He is a successful Black man. He

is their leader. He got opportunities that they don’t now have.

Yes, he is right to talk about their bad priorities, the bad attitude

of some of them to work and education and the “raise” mental-

ity that resides in their midst. But these are poor people whose

options are limited, who exist in a state of hopelessness and

who often lack the enabling environment to encourage alterna-

tive choices.

We who have escaped the clutches of the ghetto have to

be very careful when we seek to rebuke those who are left

behind. In trying to urge them towards a different way we must

try to climb down from our social perch of relative privilege and

power and try to get into their minds and heads. We must try to

avoid talking down to them or appearing to do so and strive to

reason with them instead. I don’t get the impression that the

president was in a reasoning mood at BV. So, his message came

over negatively—as anti-poor and smelling of the traditional

black-stereotypes that have been the narrative of those who

feel blackness is inherently inferior.

It must also be pointed out that liming and having a drink

or two are part of leisure—a vital part of human existence. True,

too much of it could take away from other aspects of human

endeavor. To his credit, the president seemed to be arguing

against leisure as a substitute for work. But that got lost in the

tone of his remarks.

My third difficulty with the president’s speech is that after

rebuking Black people, he left them with little hope. He is the

most powerful person in Guyana. His power came from the

votes of mostly Black people, including some of those same

drunkards and bad-way people he rebuked. Some of them put

down the bottle and the hustle, stopped liming and voted for

him and the Coalition in May 2015. Many of them voted for us

because they wanted an opportunity to do better. President

Granger and the Coalition promised them that if we won power,

we would help them. Now that we have the power, we seem to

be telling the “go help yourselves.”

No, Mr. President, that is not right or fair   See page..........7
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EU-OECD have Caribbean on the ropes again
By: Sir Ronald Sanders

The financial services sector of Caribbean jurisdictions, and

other parts of the developing world, have been under continu-

ous assault by the European Union (EU) and the Organization

for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) since

the mid-1990s.

This assault will peak again in a month’s time when finan-

cial institutions are expected to comply with the Common Re-

porting Standard (CRS) which demand that these institutions

report on the assets of foreigners to the tax authorities of their

country of origin.

The majority of the institutions will fail to do so for many

reasons that will be explained later in this commentary. But there

will be consequences, as the member states of the OECD and

EU use their superior power to blacklist jurisdictions, thereby

increasing their exposure to loss of correspondent banking re-

lationships with global banks; increasing the cost of banking

transactions and, hence, the cost of doing business; and limiting

access to the global financial and trading system.

The whole point of the CRS, devised by the OECD and

wholeheartedly embraced by the EU (a few of whose members

are also powerful members of the OECD), is to stop competi-

tion in tax matters.

These two organizations, largely driven by rich countries

of the world, expound the virtues of competition, including by

tying aid and investment arrangements to competition in recipi-

ent developing nations from companies in their countries.

But, while they demand market access on the basis of compe-

tition from their companies with far greater access to financial

and other resources that eliminate local firms, they are vehe-

mently opposed to competition in tax.

In this regard, these two bodies which, while multi-national

in membership, are not international in representation or in au-

thority, impose their rules on the rest of the world.

Consequently, over the last three decades, the financial ser-

vices of Caribbean jurisdictions have steadily declined, losing

revenues and costing jobs.

When the OECD first raised its head on this issue in the

late 1990s, Caribbean jurisdictions devised a regional response.

A team led by Owen Arthur, then Prime Minister of Barbados,

me representing Antigua and Barbuda, and with the talents of

then Barbados Attorney-General Sir David Simmons and Lynette

Eastmond (now head of her own political party in Barbados),

mounted a spirited response to what the OECD at the time

described as ‘harmful tax competition’.

That initiative halted the OECD juggernaut for a time, but

it never altered its objectives which, in plain language, was to

stop jurisdictions in the Caribbean and elsewhere from com-

peting with OECD countries on tax. They took the view that

‘low tax’ or ‘no tax’ jurisdictions posed a threat to their own

comparatively high-tax countries.

Instead of lowering their own tax structures to compete,

they opted to eliminate the competitors.

The initial unity of Caribbean jurisdictions quickly dissi-

pated as the rich countries first used their age-old technique of

divide and rule, coercing one country after another to agree to

imposed rules or be blacklisted. In the end, governments – having

failed to act in concert – lined-up to sign-up, proclaiming their

surrender as victory. “See, we aren’t tax havens; we follow

international rules”.

Forget the fact that the rules weren’t and aren’t interna-

tional, the proclamations of victory were empty. Every surren-

der deprived Caribbean jurisdictions of a place in the global

international financial services sector; cost the loss of jobs; and

severely dented revenues.

The question of what choice did they have is valid. But the

answers are different. One answer is that Caribbean jurisdic-

tions have no choice but to surrender because they have no

leverage with OECD and EU countries. So, better that each

surrender to ward off greater punishment.

Another answer is to eschew individual responses and

bargain with the OECD and the EU collectively at a high politi-

cal level. The latter answer was tried once and sacrificed on the

short-term goal of national escape. In the end, all were trapped

one at a time. Thereafter, Caribbean technicians struggled val-

iantly in the so-called OECD Global Forum, and in

CARIFORUM encounters with the EU, where they were sub-

jected to the same “acquiesce or else” policies.

But, there is every good reason for the Caribbean to reig-

nite high-level political engagement with the EU and the OECD,

given that, in any bargaining, they can make political judge-

ments and decisions that technicians cannot.

Two big deadlines are now facing the Caribbean: the

OECD and EU requirement for reporting under the CRS by

September, and the EU threat to blacklist at least four Carib-

bean countries that they consider to be non-compliant with anti-

money laundering and counter terrorism financing requirements

of the International Co-operation Review Group (ICRG) of

the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

Neither deadline will be met.

The OECD and EU demands relate to what they call “Base

Erosion and Profit Shifting” (BEPS) which is designed to pun-

ish jurisdictions that compete in tax, thereby in their view, de-

priving them of tax revenues.

Caribbean banks particularly will have to report to more

than 100 countries – a costly and, at the moment, almost im-

possible exercise. Amongst these 100 countries are a majority

with which Caribbean countries have little or no trading or fi-

nancial relationships.

Overseeing this automatic process is an OECD body called

the Forum on Harmful Tax Practices (FHTP), with whose in-

junctions the Caribbean is expected to comply or else.

Against this background, it is welcome news that at last July’s

CARICOM Heads of Government meeting it was decided that

a high-level task force should intervene with the EU to avoid

blacklisting of some of its member states.

The task force will be led by Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime

Minister, Gaston Browne, and will include the Prime Ministers

of Barbados, St Kitts-Nevis, St Lucia and the Minister of Fi-

nance of Jamaica.

The limiting of the task force to engage with only the EU

and with a focus solely on the FATF-ICRG process, mentioned

earlier, should be expanded to include the OECD at the highest

level. The OECD’s CRS and BEPS requirements pose imme-

diate and urgent dangers to the region.

The Caribbean taskforce should also seek advocacy alli-

ances with countries in Africa and the Pacific which are also

being targeted by the OECD-EU axis, and with some countries

in Europe who are unhappy with EU policies that adversely

affect them. In this regard, the involvement of the See page.........6
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CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2018: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

Emancipating the mind...

CSJAD Membership  is open to
Guyanese and their offspring.

129-05 Liberty Ave Richmond Hill NY

Phone: 718-641-2253

Tuesday- Sunday

7AM - 9PM

Resturant - Catering - Roti Shop

Shivram        BakeryShivram        BakeryShivram        BakeryShivram        BakeryShivram        Bakery

On Wednesday, August 1, 2018 several ex-European colo-

nies indulged in the one-day annual celebration of EMANCI-

PATION-DAY.

{TO RECAP—Emancipation was done in ex-British colo-

nies during 1834, after passage of the Emancipation Act in the

British House of Commons on July 26, 1833.}

The day was as usual, marked by the wearing and display

of elaborate African garments and symbols; the staging of vari-

ety concerts that featured singing, dancing and drumming, along

with a hybrid of dramatizations.

But this brings me back to my perennial observation that

these observances cannot be limited to one-day

affairs...highlighted by nation-wide, district and community fun

and frolic—EMANCIPATION has to become day by day...all

year pursuits towards economic liberalization of the black race

which is at the bottom of economic/financial ladders in most

centers of the world.

** As the late Bob Marley identified “No chains around

my feet, but still I am not free”.

—** Guyana’s President-David Granger in his Emanci-

pation-Day message stated “Cease idling and depending on

others for monies, use your talents to create jobs, to enrich

yourselves and your children, and aim to be self-sufficient.”

Several personnel may not agree with me, but the pursuits

towards economic and financial liberalization will have to pivot

on social/recreational sacrifices on our part...In other words,

we have to sport less, and SAVE more.

When many of us were growing up, we heard these bits of

advice via proverbial terms, For Example:—

* A stitch in time saves nine;

* Precaution is better than cure;

* Don’t hang your hat higher than You could reach;

* Don’t try to keep up with the Jones’;

* Look before you leap; and 

* One/one dutty does build dam;

Readers, of course You will know of other applicable say-

ings.

** I cannot forget this quote, during the celebration of last

year’s Martin Luther King holiday, a prominent Jewish busi-

nessman was asked what black people had to do in order to

honor the legacy of Dr. King, and he honestly responded that

“we had to shop and spend less, and become traders and busi-

ness-people”.

My point is that our generation may not be able to com-

plete the task, but at least we could make a start and leave

examples for future generations to follow.

CHILD-SUPPORT

Then, there is the problem of black fathers supporting,

maintaining and guiding their children.

I cannot be concerned about the state(s) of relations be-

tween fathers and mothers of their children, I am only concerned

about black fathers honoring their financial, material and eco-

nomic responsibilities to their children.

Too many black mothers around the world have to func-

tion as (single) bread-winners...often having to partake in un-

wanted relationships, and at times...forms of Indentureship in

order to pull together the funds that they need to take care of

their children/dependents’ needs.

For me, this is a critical issue, because if a black man can-

not honor his obligations and responsibilities to his children, he

has disqualified himself from participating in social/ideological

discourses around serious topics.

Now we come to the crucial and critical question, folks

will want to know where the money is going to come from, with

which to invest in the launching of businesses.

Well that seed money will have to come from the practice

of a few S(s)—Sacrifice; Savings; less Spending on outward

signs and exhibits; less Sport; Supporting each other’s busi-

nesses; Sponsorships; and Selling cultural ideas and orienta-

tion.

The Governments of some post-colonial societies, recog-

nizing the ethnic and financial disadvantages that the descen-

dants of ex-slaves are in, have instituted their own forms of ‘Af-

firmative Action’, so that those colleagues could obtain softer

loans which do not carry the normal demands for collateral or

security; or the handing out of direct grants.

COOPERATIVES—since it is conceivable that because

of historical and other cultural reasons and realities that the de-

scendants of slaves may not be able to individually assemble

the capital necessary to make meaningful investments, then the

alternative will have to be legally pulled together .cooperatives.

Cooperatives are well established ways of doing businesses

in say Canada and Israel, and I am aware that those countries

are quite willing to offer and provide technical assistance to

parties who want to participate in cooperative indulgences.

All that I am advocating and recommending is that we have

to strive for greater economic freedom and prosperity.

In conclusion, I am saying  that having achieved freedom

of our bodies....We now have to work on FREEING our

minds....Readers—I hope that you grasp what I mean.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

(Continued from page....5)   African, Caribbean and Pacific Group,

which is a direct interlocutor with the EU, would be helpful.

The least Caribbean countries can request is a delay by

the OECD and the EU in the implementation of the current

BEPS, CRS and FATF-ICRG deadlines; the taskforce should

also have a practical plan that it can lay-out.

What bargaining leverage the Caribbean will have with the

EU and the OECD is a burning question. But whatever it is, it

will have to be based on a lock-step, unified and determined

approach by every Caribbean country. It is not a time for dis-

unity.

EU-OECD have Caribbean on the ropes

By achieving emancipation

the battle has just begun

for the descendants of Africans

to join forces

and pool our resources

to pursue independent courses.

************************
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(Continued from page.......4) or just. We have to go back to these

very people in 2020 and ask for their votes. You, Mr. Presi-

dent, have the power to make a difference in the lives of those

poor Black people. Having rebuked them, you promised them

no big policy to help then own the “boats, buses and bicycles”

you urged them to aspire to. Where are they going to get the

loans or start-up capital from, for example?

Mr. President your brilliant career as a military man came

because of government investment in you and your generation.

Now that you hold the reins of government, you should do the

same for the present generation—invest in them. Rebuke them,

but when you are done, tell them what your government will do

to help them to do better. Government policy is not hand-out—

it is part of what government was created for. That is a major

role of government in post-plantation societies. There is no coun-

try in the world where the descendants of the enslaved lifted

themselves without the deliberate intervention of government.

Even the most stubborn of them, the USA, saw it fit to enact an

affirmative action policy.

Those people empowered the president and government

to help them. It is my considered view that the bad habits which

the president correctly identified and criticized would decrease

if and when his government put in place policies that target the

structural problems of the black community. A PPP government

would never see that as their principal task. The president is not

a disinterested party in the scenario he lamented at BV.

President’s rebuke of Black
people on Emancipation Eve

(Continued from page.......3)  Chairman, whom Trump himself had

recently appointed. Even before Powell was appointed Chair-

man, he had been implementing that policy as a member of the

Fed. Had President Trump required a more dovish chairman,

then he should have done so. Instead of taking collaborative

action to bring about the policy he appears to want, he then

complains from the sidelines, almost as if he sees his position as

being the commenter-in-chief.  

On being questioned about the Helsinki summit, the Presi-

dent stated that he considers Putin responsible for Russia’s in-

terference in the U.S. election just as he considers himself “re-

sponsible for things that happen in this country.” Yet he often

appears not to be in charge of his own administration.

Trump’s partisans claim that he is being undermined. In

essence and harsh reality what really differentiates this presi-

dency from others,  is not how much the permanent bureau-

cracy has been resisting his agenda, but instead how little effort

the president puts into translating his goals into purposeful and

unified executive action.

A March 2018 poll conducted by Monmouth University in

New Jersey, found most respondents (63%) were unfamiliar

with the term “deep state”, but a majority believed that a deep

state when described as “a group of unelected government and

military officials who secretly manipulate or direct national policy

“likely exists in the United States.

The “deep state” may be largely a myth. The shallow

presidency is “real”.

The Question at Large- Who is in Charge?

CSJAD condemns Violent Attacks against innocent civilians

___________________________

War with teachers  may be pound foolish
(Continued from cover page) public schools have the more diffi-

cult children. The teachers therefore deserve better than they

are getting.

  I left the Government Training College nearly fifty years

ago – trained to teach Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics at

the secondary level. Even if I may say so, I think I did pretty

well. People like Dr. George Norton, Dr. Monica Odwin, agri-

culturalist Lloyd Barnett, Gregory Holder, Michael Fraser, who

has made a name for himself in the Bahamas teaching the Sci-

ences, and so many others, are testimony to what I did.

Incidentally, these are all Bartica children who never had

the golden opportunity as their peers in the city. There were no

private lessons.

I stopped teaching and became involved with the Ministry

of Information for a mere $15 a month more. I was earning

$215 a month as a trained teacher back in 1973. A public ser-

vant with my level of experience was earning $270 a month.

The system lost qualified teachers because of a few dol-

lars. I would not mention the hordes that left for foreign climes

for the same reason. It behooves the government to recognize

that our teachers deserve better.

I was in Korea, where I learned teachers were the third

highest paid in the system after the politicians and the members

of the legal profession. It is the same in Malaysia, a country that

was once as poor as Guyana, but is now a first world country.

Someone very close to me left Guyana while she was a

lecturer at the Cyril Potter College of Education for Canada

eighteen years ago. She has done very well for herself as a

teacher in Canada, owning her own home and affording to travel

as she pleases. She could not have done that had she remained

in Guyana.

We do not expect our teachers to be the third highest paid

in the social order, but they certainly should be properly paid.

This is what they are seeking, and the government should do its

best for them. It poured money into the Guyana Sugar Corpo-

ration for no return.

The government from time to time hires contract workers

who all earn twice and even four times what teachers earn. But

the teachers seem unable to get an increase in their lot. Is the

government being penny wise and pound foolish?

The teachers may seem unreasonable to ask for a forty

per cent hike in their earnings but as the head of the union said,

they would not have refused a reasonable offer from the gov-

ernment. That reasonable offer appears not to be forthcoming,

so the teachers are going on strike.

What this says is that the teachers are prepared to forego

even the little that they have; they are sacrificing for something

worthwhile.

I remember when the teachers in Trinidad were earning

three times what the locals were earning. And rest assured our

teachers are better. They are not even asking for such a mas-

sive increase.

I think the government should bite the bullet, as Jagdeo did

when the Armstrong Commission recommended a fifty per cent

increase in pay for the public servants. The returns would be

worth it.

Of course, Jagdeo played with the tax structure, and within

two years, he got back every cent of that increase, so that the

public servant was no better off.

President David Granger and Finance Minister Winston

Jordan may mean well for the country, but with all the good

intentions in the world, unless the teachers are made happy,

those good intentions would come to naught.

___________________________



8

VVVVVoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concerns...............       Dr. Asquith Rose

AFC going it alone

PNCR Congress and youths
____________________

More than a quarter of the world’s democracies have coa-

lition governments. Guyana had its first two-party coalition gov-

ernment in 1964 when the PNC and the UF coalesced to de-

feat the PPP. The reason for that arrangement was that neither

the PNC nor the UF, by themselves, could have defeated the

PPP at the polls in a winner-take-all political system.

The positive aspect of coalition governments is that every party

has to compromise and make sacrifices for the common good.

The largest party cannot implement its own agenda, and if

it does, as in the case of the PNC, it can disappoint and frus-

trate the voters who could lose faith in the government.

Coalition governments represent a broader spectrum of public

opinion than one-party governments.

Coalition governments provide consensus politics in which

consultation on issues takes priority over unilateral decision-

making. However, this has not been the case with the six-mem-

ber multiparty coalition government, A Partnership for National

Unity (APNU).

In just over a year in office, disagreements between the

AFC and APNU began to emerge over power sharing and un-

fair hiring practices. The problem is, the coalition government is

a “coalition of convenience” formed principally to defeat the

PPP. Coalitions of convenience do not have any particular ideo-

logical framework that could be used as common ground on

which its differences can be hammered out.

In a “coalition of commitment,” each party in the coalition

will compromise for the common good of the country despite

the disequilibrium of size between the parties.

Prior to the May 2015 elections, the diminutive AFC

loomed large; its presence in the coalition led to the defeat of

the PPP. But once the elections were over, the Cummingsburg

Accord began to erode. Most PNC members believe that the

40 percent allocation of seats and positions to the AFC was

extravagant.

The truth is the AFC has always been aware that when it

joined APNU in February 2015, it would face the existential

threat of being controlled by the PNC-led coalition and could

lose its identity. It was a gamble it took and lost because it did

not manage its affairs well.

It took only three years for the AFC to encounter its worst

crisis of its 12-year history as a junior coalition partner. Mes-

merized by the trappings of being ministers and handsomely

rewarded by a huge reservoir of power, its leaders have ne-

glected their responsibilities to their constituency. They have also

failed to put in place mechanisms to keep their larger partner,

the PNC, in line, address the insecurities of the people and en-

sure fairness in hiring and assigning of senior positions.

Caught in the public glare of dissent with its coalition part-

ner on several issues and with APNU’s refusal to agree to a 60-

40 percentage allocation of candidates for Local Government

Elections (LGE), the AFC has decided to contest the Novem-

ber 12 LGE as a separate party.

In a pathetic statement, the AFC said it is contesting the

LGE separately in order to preserve its identity, but it does not,

in any way, affect its commitment to the coalition government,

nor does it change the AFC position on coalition politics at the

national level.

Yet there is the other view. The AFC believes that it has

made a difference in the political landscape of the country. And

indeed it has. Race politics is not a part of that political party

and that has appealed to the young Guyanese.

These young people are silent so the adults who may have

gravitated to the party are the ones preaching the doomsday

scenario. The future of AFC may be more secure than believed.

BE GRABE GRABE GRABE GRABE GRATEFUL AND THANK THE PEOPLE THATEFUL AND THANK THE PEOPLE THATEFUL AND THANK THE PEOPLE THATEFUL AND THANK THE PEOPLE THATEFUL AND THANK THE PEOPLE THAT SUPPORT YOU ALT SUPPORT YOU ALT SUPPORT YOU ALT SUPPORT YOU ALT SUPPORT YOU ALONG THE WONG THE WONG THE WONG THE WONG THE WAAAAAYYYYY

This weekend the People’s National Congress Reform

(PNCR), the largest party in the coalition government, will be

holding its 20th Biennial Congress at the party headquarters in

Sophia, where a number of issues will be discussed. It is per-

haps the most important Congress in the history of the party.

With billions of dollars expected in revenue from oil, the

PNC-led coalition government could, in that one moment in

time, become the representation of a new Guyana. But its lead-

ers must present to the nation a genuine developmental frame-

work with a vision to make Guyana the place of choice to live,

work, raise families and do business.

At the Congress, members of the party will assess the

progress it has made in governance, and review how the party

has discharged its responsibilities with the mandate given to it

by the electorate. They will also gauge and highlight the success

of the party and the steps taken to correct the mistakes or fail-

ures during the past two years. Of even greater importance, the

party will analyze the present circumstances in the country and

outline a plan for the future.

The Congress is gearing up for a robust debate involving

youths, who will obviously advocate for changes in the party to

meet the inevitable challenges in the 21st century. They know

that the party cannot continue along the same old paths with the

same leaders. It must be prepared to make changes to remain

relevant. Even though there are no challenges for the leadership

position at the Congress, there is competition for the chairman,

vice-chairman and other high-level positions in the party.

It is customary for members of the party not to challenge

its incumbent leader, who will be allowed to resign gracefully.

Anyone who challenges the leader is severely criticized and will

likely be pressured to withdraw.

The most regrettable casualties of such a situation are youths

who have become disillusioned with the status-quo. More than

30 percent of youths will be delegates at the Congress, yet they

do not have much input in the decision-making of the party.

Some members believe that they should, given the fact that

a majority voted for the coalition in the last election and that a

large number of them were field organizers for the party.

The history of the youth movement over the past two de-

cades has not been good. However, the transition of the Young

Socialist Movement to a mass-based Young Student Move-

ment has strengthened the youth undertaking in the party, and

should provide them with more opportunities to assume leader-

ship positions.

Many are opining that the senior party members must be

prepared to pass the baton to the next generation sooner rather

than later, but this is easier said than done.

There was a time when only seniors were considered quali-

fied and experienced enough to lead the party, but that time has

long passed. The demographic of the country has changed dras-

tically in favour of youths in the last two decades.

Today, youths aged 15 to 30 are more than 60 percent of

the population and they have become the political powerhouses

in the country. The failure of the leaders of the PNCR to recog-

nize this could be detrimental to the future of the party. The

support of youths to do well in the upcoming local government

elections as well as the next general elections will be at stake.
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
emphasize that Suicide
cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a

collaborative and
broader approach...

THE ABSENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAKES CLAIMS OF DEMOCRACY IN GUYANA A BIG GIMMICK

NOTHING LESS WILL SUFFICE UNTIL THERE IS A REVOLUTION OF VALUES
 AND A MORE RADICAL RELOCATING OF POWER TO THE DISPOSSESSED

A Crisis of
Child Abuse in

Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18th

Linden Fund (USA). 4th Annual Parade of Hats Contest. Venue:

St. Stephen’s Lutheran- 2806 Newkirk Ave., Bklyn, NY. From:

3:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Music: Dj Musical Mike. Donation: $35 . All

(Food & drinks) incl. For info. call Hazel: 646-982-8117.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19th

Tutorial High Alumni Assoc.: Claudette Masdammer Family Fun

Day. Thompson Memorial Park- Area ‘D’ (Brimley Road). From:

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Fun and games for kids. Adults bring a basket.

FRIDAY AUGUST 24th

Caribbean North: 8th Annual Fundraising Gala Concert. At: Rich-

mond Hill Centre for Performoing Arts- 10268 Yonge St. Rich-

mond Hill, ON. Show time: 8 PM. Ticket: $50. Music by: Ossie

Gurley & The Truth Band. Info. Call Pamela at: 905-737-3368.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31st

Buxton/Friendship Heritage Fund: New York Patronal Dance-

2nd Annual Labor Day Weekend Classic. At: American Legion

Hall- 1130 East 92nd Street, B/klyn., NY. Music by: Love Vibra-

tion 1- Man Band, Oneko’s Stereo Choice and Master Dj. Door:

$30 incl. Buffet. From: 9 PM. Call Lorna at: 718-342-0040.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31st

South Georgetown Secondary School Alumnae Association: Re-

union Gala. At: Glen Terrace- 5313 Avenue N, Bklyn, NY. From:

9:00 pm to 2:00 am. Tickets: $100 all inclus.For info. Call: Deborah

at Tel # 347-531-7917 or Dawn: Tel. # 347-661-7965.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 1st

Sisters With A Mission: Labor Day Weekend Breakfast. At: St.

Gabriel’s Episcopal Church Hall. $30. Call Carol: 347-857-5651.

GTCSJAD

We need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims of
mass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyana

 "Emancipate yourself from mental

slavery,"because"None but ourselves

can free our minds"

‘Will power is the key to success.

Successful people strive no matter what

they feel by applying their will to

overcome apathy, doubt or fear’

Immigrant children separated from their par-
ents are being held in what amount to cages.
The public outrage continues over Trump’s

immigrant family separation policy.

Guyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focusGuyan ese have to focus
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