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Queens Book Fair: The Story of a Great Literary Festival
The fi rst Queens 

Book Fair and Literary 
Festival was a resound-
ing success. It drew 40 
authors from around the 
world to Richmond Hill, 
in New York. 

The writers read their 

speeches and emphasiz-
ing the importance of 
reading and literature. 
The classical musical 
renditions impressed an 
audience that wanted 
more.   

The Literary Festival 

was the fi rst of its kind in 
the community. 

The organizers were 
unsure about the re-
sponse. This was not the 
usual weekend off ering 
for which Richmond 
Hill is known. But to the 

delight of all, the com-
munity came out in large 
numbers. The hall was 
crowded and there was 
standing room only.

It was interesting to 
hear the authors speak 
about their work that 

touched many subject 
areas. They ranged from 
life in the diaspora, 
history, politics, eco-
nomics and religion, to 
Caribbean creolese and 
artistic expressions. The 
consensus was that the 

Book Fair and Literary 
Festival was a breath of 
fresh air, and was long 
overdue in a community 
that is known for its high 
level of literacy.

We present pictorial 
highlights, compliments 

of Suzanne Mahadeo, 
Prea Commevent, and 
others. 

The organizers are 
busy planning next 
year’s Festival. 

COMMENTARY 
By Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

works to an appreciative 
audience. 

The program also fea-
tured children and adults 
reciting poetry, making 
speeches and emphasiz-
ing the importance of 
reading and literature. 

The classical musical 
renditions impressed an 
audience that wanted 
more.   

The fi rst Queens 
Book Fair and Literary 
Festival was a resound-
ing success. It drew 40 

authors from around the 
world to Richmond Hill, 
in New York. The writers 
read their works to an 
appreciative audience. 
The program also fea-
tured children and adults 
reciting poetry, making 

Fatima Razvi read a poem that called for peace in the world 
Robert Mahesh, Roy Paul, Principal Sabrina Fleming and Assistant Principal Martha Mancini listen 
to a presentation 

Roy Brummell read from his book ‘Halfway 
House’ and also spoke about folklorist 
Wordsworth McAndrew

Ashvini Persaud arranged a colorful display of 
artwork at the Book Fair

William Pierre with his family. William read a poem on Haiti
Dr. Basdeo Mangru with one of his books on East Indian 
indentureship

Dr. Katz is the youngest reader in Richmond Hill. He is 104 years young!

Ted Matthews brought back memories with his 
’This time na Lang time’ presentation

Krishna Mahabir shows his award as a ‘Master Teacher’ for his 
contribution to education in New York. His daughter Kavita also read 
a poem representing Barbados.

Colonel Hartley Liverpool and Khalilah Megan Campbell gave a fi rst-
hand account of the foundation of the Guyana Defence Force 

Dr. Gary Girdhari read from his book ‘If only the Gods were Awake’ and 
also paid tribute to writers that have left us.

Alyssa D’Amico had the audience spellbound reading from ‘ Short Cir-
cuit: An Epileptic Journey.’ All poise and grace as Urvashie Kissoon captivates the audience

Khalleel Mohamed traveled from Canada to present from his ‘Learn to 
Read’ series

Sara Ledra reads from Joshua Ledra, her late father’s book, ‘The Truth 
about the Crisis in Iraq.’

Nayana Chetram speaks about the importance of literature to an appre-
ciative audience

Carlyle Bigby reads a Louise Bennett poem, representing Jamaica West 
Indies 

Miranda Deebrah gives a riveting description of adjustment in the 
diaspora

Marcia Gordon is a picture of bravery as she describes her fi ght to stay 
healthy. 

Attorney Aminta Kilawan-Narine, a fervent advocate of literacy, is a great role-model in the 
community.

Suzanne Mahadeo (with microphone) is a 
wonderful resource; she helped tremendously 
to make the Book Fair a success 


