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Dr. Rodney represents the best of Guyana-Caribbean civilization
By: Dr. David Hinds

By: George Brathwaite 

PM Mottley’s urgency and first tests

Prime Minister Mia Mottley

___________________________

Dr. Walter Rodney was assassinated

on June 13, 1980. His assassination

brought to a premature end a life that rep-

resented the best of our Caribbean civili-

zation. This month we again remember

him–what he stood for and represented.

I am always saddened by the fact that our

Guyana has still not come to wholeheart-

edly embrace our own shining star. Thanks

to the inability of our political leaderships

on all sides of the spectrum to separate

narrow partisan interests from the broad

national pride and dignity, Rodney remains

mired in our, often, muddy political wa-

ters.

Walter Rodney was born in

Georgetown, Guyana in 1942. In 1960,

he left to further his studies at the Univer-

sity of the West Indies in Jamaica and

graduated with a first-class honours de-

gree in History in 1963. He then went to

the School of Oriental and African Stud-

ies in London, and in 1966, at age twenty-

four, he was awarded a Ph.D. with

honours in African History. His doctoral

research on slavery on the Upper Guinea

Coast was published in 1970 by Oxford

Unive r s i ty

Press under

the title, A His-

tory of the

Upper Guinea

Coast, 1545-

1 8 0 0 .

Dr.Rodney

took up his

first teaching

appointment in

Tanzania before returning to his alma

mater, the University of the West Indies,

in 1968. However, he did not confine his

activities to the university campus. He took

his message of Black Liberation and his

knowledge of African history to the gul-

lies of Jamaica where the impoverished

masses, including the Rastafarians, lived.

By mid-1968 Rodney’s “groundings”

had begun to attract the attention of the

Jamaican government. When he attended

a Black Writers’ Conference in Montreal,

Canada, in October 1968, the Hugh

Shearer-led Jamaican Labour Party (JLP)

government banned him from re-entering

the country. This action sparked wide-

spread demonstrations in Kingston dur-

ing which several people were injured by

the police and security forces, and mil-

lions of dollars’ worth of property was

destroyed.

Rodney’s groundings with the

Rastafarians were published in a small

book titled “Grounding with My Broth-

ers,” which became a handbook of the

Caribbean Black Power movement and

is still cited today as a central text in Car-

ibbean and Black Studies.

Having been expelled from Jamaica,

he returned to Tanzania after a short stay

in Cuba. There he lectured from 1968 to

1974 and continued his groundings in Tan-

zania and other parts of Africa. This was

the period of the African liberation

struggles and Rodney, who believed that

the intellectual should make his or her skills

available to the struggles of the poor and

the powerless, became deeply involved.

His second major work, and his best

known, How Europe Underdeveloped

Africa, emerged from these activities.

In 1974, Rodney returned to Guyana

to take up an appointment as Professor

of History at the University of Guyana,

but the government rescinded the appoint-

ment. Rodney remained in Guyana and

joined the newly formed political group,

the Working People’s   See page.........2

At last week’s public ceremony of the

new Cabinet Ministers taking their respec-

tive oaths of of-

fices, Prime

Minister Mia

Mottley in chal-

lenging her ex-

ecutive as-

serted that “it

now falls to us

to translate

hope into ac-

tion. …

There is no time for pause, and there

is certainly no place for triumphalism and

exultation. We have serious work to do

and serious problems to solve.” Who

among us would disagree the urgency and

delicate nature of things to be done to res-

cue Barbados?

During the same week, the perilous

state of the Barbados economy was re-

vealed and Barbadians got the confirma-

tion that the ‘foreign reserves are at a tenu-

ous stage’ and that the ‘deficit is unac-

ceptably high’. Government’s arrears were

said to be about $1.7 billion at Septem-

ber 30, 2017. This figure is expected to

be significantly higher given the depth of

maladministration that became a notable

characteristic under former Prime Minis-

ter Freundel Stuart and his Finance Min-

ister Christopher Sinckler.

These things when placed in the con-

text of Barbados receiving more than 20

downgrades from international rating

agencies and the high interest rates which

they attracted on borrowing, further em-

phasizes the difficulty and scale of the

work that PM Mottley and her Ministers

must tackle. Urgency is the buzz word for

the leadership tests that she will face in

the immediate days and coming months if

‘Critical Mission’ is to resonate with the

type of public support it attracted and led

to a 30 – 0 victory for the Barbados

Labour Party (BLP) on May 24th.

Informatively, Barbados’ current debt

is approximately 15 billion dollars, or

nearly 9 billion dollars more than the last

administration had    See page..............9

“The last Government put itself in a trap.

Wasted spending pushed up the debt, and

pushed up interest payments, so they raised

taxes which stopped the economy from

growing.”- Prime Minister Mia Mottley.

Dr. Walter Rodney
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(Continued from cover page)   Alliance (WPA). Between 1974

and his assassination in 1980, he emerged as the leading figure

in the WPA and the resistance movement against the authoritar-

ian government.

This year we celebrate Rodney and remember his contri-

butions at a critical time in Guyana and Caribbean history. We

do so at a time when our region is caught in the web of alien-

ation, displacement and social destruction, brought about by

the new re-colonization project misnamed globalization. The

consequences of this project are multi-layered, far-reaching and

total.

The era of globalization has brought our country and re-

gion face to face with the demons of our plantation past. We

are forced to take a fresh look at our independence – its con-

tent, its context, its trajectory and its promise. Here is where

Walter Rodney is invaluable. He has, through his legacy, left us

some tools with which we can try to make sense of our past,

our present and our future.

What is this Rodney legacy that I am talking about?

There are three major elements. First, Rodney exemplified a

broadened role for the intellectual in Guyanese and Caribbean

society. For him, the intellectual must put herself and himself at

the service of the people by becoming immersed in the popular

struggle for freedom.

The premise of this was the fact that it is the struggles and

sacrifices of the working people that make it possible for the

intellectual to attend university and hone his or her skills.

This element of Rodney’s legacy is particularly relevant as our

society grapples with the tension between individual aspiration

and achievement on the one hand, and responsibility to com-

munity and nation on the other. For Rodney, there was no ten-

sion. His was a harmonization of individual endeavour and col-

lective advance.

A second aspect of the Rodney legacy was his instinctive

embrace of the concrete. Rodney saw no place for dogmatism

in political praxis. This allowed him to construct a broad praxis

which he used not to confine and limit his ability to understand

social motion, but to help him to navigate the diversity and some-

times chaos that are very much part of our historical tapestry.

This aspect of his praxis helped him to distinguish between the

tree and the forest, even as he articulated the relationship be-

tween the two. Rodney, therefore, would not be stuck in time

and place, as some are desperately trying to do to him today.

He would, for example, point out the continuity from the

1970s to the 2000s, but would alter his analysis to take into

consideration the inevitable changes over time.

A third aspect of the Rodney legacy that is applicable to

our discourse today is this vision for the wholeness of our multi-

ethnic society. His approach to ethnic problems which have

plagued Guyana was three-fold.

First, he adopted the approach of confronting the problem

as a real living phenomenon. He did not see ethno-racialism as

a fiction of people’s imagination, but as an unfortunate but real

outcome of our history.

Second, he made a distinction between ethno-racialism as

identity and ethno-racialism as domination, insubordination and

otherization.

Third, he saw the overcoming of ethno-racial polarization

as rooted in a praxis of inclusion rather than exclusion. But, he

advocated an inclusion premised on equality and mutual respect,

or what he referred to as “jointness”. Such inclusion is multi-

faceted–ethno-racial inclusion, class inclusion and generational

inclusion. While he did not speak much on gender inclusion, his

Rodney represents the best of Guyana-Caribbean civilization
praxis did not silence it.

A fourth aspect of Rodney’s legacy was the inclusion of

resistance as a necessary aspect of nationhood. The right to

resist was, for him, central to the realization of freedom. In that

regard, he saw the independent actions of the masses of people

as critical to the process of democratization and freedom. It is

within this context that his notions of self-activity and self-eman-

cipation were located.

For Rodney, protest and resistance were not meant as tools

of destruction and domination, but as sites of self-activity of the

people. In the process of resisting, the people create and recre-

ate their own identities and carve out their own spaces of lib-

eration.

GEORGETOWN: British Guiana- June 12, 1964. Arthur

Abraham, 47 years old, who was once permanent secretary in

Premier Dr. Cheddi B. Jagan’s office, and seven of his nine

children died today when their city home located at 99 Hadfield

Street, Stabroek. was burned down after terrorists had thrown

two bombs into it. The children, four girls and three boys, were

from 6 to 10 years old.

  Educated at St. Stanislaus College, Georgetown, Arthur

Abraham was a highly respected civil servant of his time, a

gentleman and a good family man especially in the community

of the Roman Catholic Church. He was known to live by the

golden rules of what a good civil servant should be – among

other things, above suspicion and above reproach.

Mr. Abraham was transferred to the Ministry of Works six

months ago, after documents disappeared from his office. The

rumor had it- he was “giving out information” to the United Force

(UF) of which he was a supporter and one of his daughters was

a well-known political activist of that party. The UF was seen

as a conservative political party under the leadership of Mr.

Peter d’Aguiar, a wealthy Guyanese industrialist of Portuguese

heritage.

The bombs were thrown as the family slept. Mrs. Patricia

Abraham escaped  by jumping through a window. The other

two children were away from home when the tragedy occurred. 

Terrorists also tried to burn down the home of Senator

Ann Jardim, a member of the United Force party of Peter

D’Aguiar. Today’s deaths brought to 46 the number of persons

killed in the 121-day-old strike of sugar workers.
The New York Times Archives- 12 June 1964

____________________

 Eight Killed in British
Guiana Bombing

In happy times the family of Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Abraham

Fast forward - Catholic Standard Obituary reporting ….

On January 27, 2017 Patricia Abraham, mother in 1964 Trag-

edy dies at age 98 in Toronto, Canada.
Publisher’s note CSJAD has proposed a ‘Review Committee’  to ex-

amine mass killings in Guyana. The public’s help is definitely needed.
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Remember Change

Begins From Within

Each Of Us

Join Other

Concerned

Nationals And

Fashion The

New Guyana!

The Constitution
of Guyana makes
provision for the

President to deter-
mine the authority,
functions and pow-
ers of Ministers of
the government.

CSJADCSJADCSJADCSJADCSJAD calls for a
National Commission

to investigate

Racial UnityRacial UnityRacial UnityRacial UnityRacial Unity

The resources of
Guyana are better
spent on the eco-
nomic and social

progress of citizens.

Is a moral revolution needed in Guyana?

We should
stand with Govt.
to bring errant
public officials

to justice

Crime, violence in schools, high school

drop-outs, indiscipline and indecency in

society have led many to conclude that

we have lost our social and spiritual con-

science and our inner sense of what is right

or wrong.

Everyone should be concerned about

the progressive disintegration, tribal

politicization and continued fragmentation

of society. Some will argue that it is the

legacy of our political history that is haunt-

ing us today.

Others believe that there are no alter-

natives to liberate ourselves from the cor-

rupt, dishonest, and immorality which are

causing society to collapse.

Our children should not be subjected

to such negative culture which could de-

stroy them. We must inculcate in them a

true Guyanese culture of fairness, respect,

decency, morality, love for God and hu-

manity, spiritual sensitivity, and a proper

sense of societal values.

Teachings at school, at home and at

church must foster among the youth, self-

awareness, confidence and an under-

standing of the world, as well as spiritual

and moral values. We must teach our chil-

dren to develop a set of values, principles

and beliefs to inform their perspective on

life and their behaviour in society.

Our children must be able to, through

introspection and critical thinking, defend

their beliefs, challenge unfairness and all

that would constrain their personal growth.

They should be able to disassociate

themselves from the indecent political cul-

ture and the destructive social order that

exist today and instead focus on them-

selves as decent human beings with val-

ues and a purpose. They must reject pov-

erty, aggression, greed, injustice, the nar-

rowness of vision and all forms of discrimi-

nation present in society today. They must

replace hopelessness with hope, inspira-

tion and self-expression.

There is an intense need for self-ex-

pression and inspiration among the op-

pressed in the country in order for them

to survive extreme exploitation, oppres-

sion, poverty and racism. Since it may be

difficult to change the mindset and thoughts

of adults, we must ensure that our chil-

dren and youth have the kind of self-ex-

pression and skill-sets to overcome the

negative attitudes and practices that exist

in society.

They must know that they can make

history consciously through hard work

and honesty and have the faith to believe

that anything can be achieved if they put

their minds and hearts to it.

As adults, we have been inspired by

our foreparents to do the right thing but

many did not pass it on to our children.

We have lost our social and spiritual con-

science; that inner sense of what is right

or wrong in one’s conduct or motives to-

ward the right action.

We must let go of that complex ethi-

cal-immoral principle that inhibits our ac-

tions or thoughts from doing the right thing.

It is a conscience that cannot be cordoned

off with yellow tape or be policed with

men in uniform or arrested.

We need a moral revolution in Guyana

to make us conscious of our inner feel-

ings to do what is right for the country

and our fellow brothers and sisters. But it

would not happen by writing articles,

preaching sermons at church pulpits or

doing nothing at all. It will take real effort

for us to step-up and make it happen.

It will be a long walk to achieve this

moral revolution. However, it is a walk

worth taking. It is one that will require

courage, tenacity and political will, and on

the journey, we must remember what

Nelson Mandela said:

“I have walked that long road to free-

dom. I have tried not to falter; I have made

missteps along the way. But I have dis-

covered the secret that, after climbing a

great hill, one only finds that there are

many more hills to climb.”

CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD with deepwith deepwith deepwith deepwith deep
sadness rememberssadness rememberssadness rememberssadness rememberssadness remembers
‘Abraham Family’‘Abraham Family’‘Abraham Family’‘Abraham Family’‘Abraham Family’

killed in akilled in akilled in akilled in akilled in a
dastardly act ondastardly act ondastardly act ondastardly act ondastardly act on

June 12, 1964June 12, 1964June 12, 1964June 12, 1964June 12, 1964

129-05 Liberty Ave Richmond Hill NY

Phone: 718-641-2253

Tuesday- Sunday

7AM - 9PM

Resturant - Catering - Roti Shop

Shivram     BakeryShivram     BakeryShivram     BakeryShivram     BakeryShivram     Bakery



4

C O M M E N TC O M M E N TC O M M E N TC O M M E N TC O M M E N TAAAAA RRRRR YYYYY

Helping hungry-Children

Carlyle Harry

City Harvest has launched its annual Drive to provide

lunches for New York City’s poor and under-privileged chil-

dren.

Theme of this year’s Food-Drive is ‘Skip Lunch, Fight

Hunger’.

One of the ways that the (American-based) Non-Profit is

seeking to realize its goal is by asking working-New Yorkers to

skip lunch for a day, and make a contribution to feeding the

children.

The annual Food-Drive, which is now in its sixteenth year,

is seeking to raise in excess of $1.1 million, in order to help feed

thousands of children this summer.

Ms. Nicole Summer- the Organization’s Business Part-

nerships-Manager has indicated that $1.1 million would feed

approximately 50,000 children from June to September. She

noted that “anyone can make a large difference with such a

small gift”.

City Harvest has disclosed that children were the most

vulnerable to food insecurity in New York City, with “one in five

kids being unsure where their next meal will come from”

The Non-Profit Entity is contending that a single New

Yorker could feed 60 children by donating the $15 that is typi-

cally spent on his/her lunch in the city.

A number of Commercial-Banks and major Businesses are

supporting this year’s (children’s) food-drive.

Meanwhile, a similar Food-Drive to help under-privileged

children has been launched in Long Island by a joint Committee

of Jewish and Muslim Leaders.

That (JOINT) Community Project

Is marking the anniversary of Israel’s Independence, as

well as the Muslims’ (annual) observance of Ramadan. 

Ramadan involves Fasting, Acts of Charity, Daily Prayers,

and Reflection on how Muslims can contribute to the improve-

ment of their respective communities.

Ramadan will end with the celebration of Eid Al Fitr on

Thursday, June 14th.

My dearly departed Mother used to say “where ignorance

is bliss, it’s folly to be wise”. Several weeks ago I was told that

Guyana was going to have a Carnival. Now I am not only a

Christian, I am also a Catholic.

I went to a catholic school in Trinidad, Mount St Benedict,

so I have a pretty good understanding of what Carnival is like,

having been in Trinidad for seven of them in my teens.

Hundreds of years ago, the followers of the Catholic religion in

Italy started the tradition of holding a wild costume festival right

before the first day of Lent and because Catholics are not sup-

posed to eat meat during Lent, they called their festival,

carnevale, which taken from two Latin words, carne and vale

means “to put away the meat.”

So countries which celebrate Carnival do so on the Mon-

day and Tuesday before Ash Wednesday which for us, marks

the beginning of the 40 days of Lent when we Catholics did not

eat meat. So there is a big blowout to make ready for the Lenten

season.

When I was in school in Trinidad the Lenten season was

so rigid that the radio and TV would even not play any of the

calypsos which made any particular carnival special.

In all countries which I have investigated carnival i.e. the USA

in New Orleans, in Europe, Brazil and Trinidad, it happens at a

specific time and for a specific reason the Monday and Tues-

day before Ash Wednesday which was the beginning of the 40

days of Lent for Christians.

The unique characteristics of Brazilian Carnaval are rooted

in a cultural clash between the Portuguese and the Africans.

The whites brought the festival from Europe (Entrudo, an alter-

native name for Carnaval in Portuguese) and the blacks added

their rhythms, music and dance moves to the event.

Gradually the tradition was created to go once a year onto

the streets to have a party together. Musical styles and other

customs merged over time. Even in America where Mardi Gras

was introduced by the French in 1699 to celebrate their arrival

in Louisiana [In French Mardi Gras means “Fat Tuesday” be-

cause it marks the last night of eating rich foods before fasting

for Lent. But most people only celebrate Mardi Gras on the

day before Lent – which starts on Ash Wednesday and is al-

ways 46 days before Easter or the end of Lent.

So for us who understand the significance of this holiday to

Christians and especially Catholics, we would feel outraged that

it has been bastardised by illiterates, making it a week of cel-

ebration at the end of May, when this year Lent ended on Eas-

ter Sunday, which fell on April 21, 2018.

It is just what we have come to expect from Guyana. I as

a Christian and a Catholic would never accept such an event

with that name.

We already have Mash which has been a national failure

because it failed to do the most important thing which it was

designed to do, i.e. to bring all Guyanese together in celebra-

tion as in Trinidad with their carnival.

It is because depending on who is in power it is sabotaged

by the opposition, whoever it might be. These holidays to be

really binding on the population should be non-political, not a

political football. Everyone wants to have their holiday with their

name in it just so that it will give the incoming opposition in the

next election the pleasure of sabotaging it if they win.

Why for once can’t we do this right and invite all of the

social and religious organizations in Guyana to make one holi-

day meaningful for all Guyanese including Mash which has its

origins in our indigenous peoples annual holiday and celebra-

tion. That alone makes it a good start for us as a process of

healing.

As far as independence is concerned; apart from a few

years of hope with Desmond Hoyte, I see no cause for cel-

ebrating our independence as a divided poor nation.

Since we are discussing the incident at Mae’s with the Amerindian

child recently, one wonders why we in opposition, opposed the

PPP’s Amerindian act, but failed nearly three years after we

obtained power, not to bring that atrocity back to parliament

and rename it the Indigenous People’s Act.

ExxonMobil announce dat it find jobs fuh 309 companies.

These are local companies dat doing various jobs in de oil in-

dustry.

When dem boys hear de news, dem couldn’t believe it.

Dem didn’t believe dat Guyana had 309 companies dat coulda

find jobs wid de oil company. De matter meet Parliament and

Trotty had nuff questions to answer.

But from de time de announcement come dat 309 compa-

nies find jobs, people start to ask questions. Dem ask de oil

company to name these companies. When people playing poker

and dem got a good hand, dem does pretend dat dem ain’t got

nutten. Dat is wha de oil company do. It encourage people to

threaten dem.

When de pressure continue, de oil company seh it gon

give de names to de government. Dem boys didn’t know dat

dem actually hand over de names till Trotty go to Parliament. Is

when Trotty seh dat he gon release de names dat trouble start.

Some people start to get worried.          See page...............6

Tony Vieira
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Let Mia Mottley’s seed sprout across the Caribbean
By: Sir Ronald Sanders

In the wake of the clean sweep by the Barbados Labour

Party (BLP) of all the seats in general elections on May 24 for

the Barbados House of Representatives, the problem of no par-

liamentary opposition has rightly become a matter for wider

discussion in the Caribbean and farther abroad.

This development in Barbados, that occasioned the un-

seating of the Democratic Labour Party (DLP) which had pre-

sided over the steady decline of the economy for 10 years,

followed a similar circumstance in Grenada just two months

before, where the ruling New National Party (NNP) won all

the seats.

One country without an opposition leader in parliament is

cause enough for concern, but when the situation occurs in a

second country, it provokes debate about how to ensure that

no Caribbean nation is deprived of an opposition in the House

of Representatives in future general elections.

Before going any further in this commentary, note should

be taken that there were no credible claims of elections-fixing in

either the Grenada or Barbados polls. The results of the elec-

tions in both countries demonstrated the free will of the majority

electors in each constituency to put in office the candidates and

parties for which they voted.

In such a democratic process, parties that win all the seats

in the House of Representatives cannot be blamed for the fail-

ures of their opponents, nor can they be reproached for the

non-representation of an opposition in parliament.

Political parties do not campaign in elections to win some

of the seats; they have to campaign to win all on the assumption

that they will lose a few. When any political party loses all the

seats, it is because the electorate is punishing it for very poor

performance.

In the aftermath of the elections results in Grenada and

Barbados, suggestions have been made that, in the absence of

a parliamentary opposition, the media should become the op-

position to the government, and, if not the media, the people.

These are extravagant ideas, but neither of them is practical or

desirable.

With regard to the amorphous “people”, it should be re-

called that the people of a country comprise not only persons

opposed to the government, but also the same voters that elected

it. The term “people” and its identity should not, and cannot, be

hijacked in the name of opposition.

As for the media, in every nation the media has an impor-

tant role as an objective reporter and fair analyser of political

events, including the conduct of government and opposition par-

ties, but it is not the media’s function to be an opposition.

When any of the media assume an opposition role, it ceases

to serve the interest of society as a reliable and credible source

of objective information and analysis and becomes, instead, a

political tool.

It has also been suggested by one writer that since the

Constitutions of Grenada and Barbados provide that the Gov-

ernor-General appoints the Leader of the Opposition, that au-

thority should be exercised to cure the problem. However, the

Governor-General can only appoint a Leader of the Opposi-

tion from “among the members of the House of Representa-

tives in opposition to the Government”. In the absence of any

elected opposition person in the House, the Governor-General

can appoint no one to the post, and the problem remains.

Having said all that, even electorates that obliterate politi-

cal parties at the polls prefer that a parliamentary opposition

should exist. Not only is it good for democracy that opposition

voices and divergent arguments should be heard on legislation

and policy that affect the nation, but the parliamentary Leader

of the Opposition has important constitutional roles, the most

vital of which is to head the public accounts committee that

keeps a check on government spending and holds the execu-

tive to fiscal responsibility.

In cases where parliament is comprised of two chambers

– the elected House of Representatives and the appointed Sen-

ate which reviews legislation– the Leader of the Opposition also

has the responsibility to appoint Senators who will offer oppos-

ing arguments to government positions.

All this is good for democracy; good for keeping govern-

ments accountable; and good for helping electorates to make

informed judgements about policies that affect them. These de-

bates also allow the public to assess the quality of the represen-

tatives in parliament and to determine the value of the policies

they advocate.

How then could a parliamentary opposition be achieved in

circumstances where only one political party is elected to all the

seats in the House of Representatives? The new Prime Minister

of Barbados and leader of the BLP, Mia Mottley, may have, in

part, showed the way.

Recognising, that the absence of a parliamentary opposi-

tion is unhelpful to democracy and that, in any event, the BLP

won 22% of the votes cast in the general elections, Mottley has

proposed to amend the Constitution to allow the party securing

the second largest number of votes in the election to name two

members for appointment to the Senate.

But, while this manoeuvre would give the opposition party

a voice in the reviewing chamber, it would still leave opposition

parties with no voice in the main House, and the constitutional

functions of the role of the Leader of the Opposition would also

remain unfulfilled.

However, Mottley’s idea could be the basis for a constitu-

tional solution to the issue across the Caribbean.

Recognising that clean sweeps could happen in every country,

resulting in no parliamentary opposition in the House of Repre-

sentatives, legislatures might now consider constitutional amend-

ments that would automatically give a parliamentary seat to the

party that secures the second highest number of votes in gen-

eral elections, in the event that only representatives of one po-

litical party are elected to the House.

In this way, Caribbean countries could be assured that,

even as the will of the majority of the electorate is respected,

there will be a Leader of the Opposition, voicing opposition

concerns and carrying out the constitutional functions of the of-

fice.

The winning political party and its supporters will lose noth-

ing, while democracy in Caribbean societies continues to be

served.

The seed that Miss Mottley has planted should germinate

across the region.

We need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims ofWe need Justice for victims of
mass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyanamass killings in Guyana
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    FACING THE FACTS
     carlyle

 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2018: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

The President’s appropriate
words on racial/political unity

CSJAD Membership  is open to
Guyanese and their offspring.

Readers, I have decided to pen and submit this article,

because immediately after Guyana’s general and regional elec-

tions during May, 2015, the CSJAD’s Executive Director—

Mr. Tony Jones and his Administrative colleagues had decided

to make pursuits for racial and political unity among Guyanese

living inside and outside of Guyana.

The CSJAD’s pursuits included the hosting of Commis-

sions of Inquiry; seminars and symposia in various U.S. and

Canadian Cities, as well as the compilation of a report.

Readers, in the same way that “Sunshine could serve as

one of the best sanitizers and disinfectants,” a Leader’s words

can serve as GLUE that promotes and holds racial and political

unity together.

Hence, I shall reproduce (my chosen) sentences that were

uttered by Guyana’s President David Granger when he pre-

sented an address to mark the 180th anniversary of the arrival

of East Indian immigrants to Guyana...I shall also be intervening

with suggestions around how the President’s words could be

used as tools for mobilization and massage....In effect, I am

attempting to turn the President’s descriptions into future PRE-

SCRIPTIONS for the Birthland.

That address was given on Saturday, May fifth at a cer-

emony that was organized by the Berbice Indian Cultural Com-

mittee at Plantation Highbury, East Berbice-Corentyne (which

is in Region Six).

‘INDIAN-ARRIVAL DAY’ was celebrated on May fifth

in the Birthland.

Of course, the President’s May fifth words followed a call

that he had made a few days earlier in his Labor-Day(May

first) address when he called for greater and higher levels of

cooperation and collaboration within the society, he actually

stated “we have passed through the age of confrontation, we

are now in the age of cooperation and collaboration” 

Trade-Unionist and Newspaper Columnist- Lincoln Lewis

commented “cooperation and collaboration are essential ele-

ments in forging relations and building society”.

•  President Granger in his Arrival-Day address, empha-

sized that “Social Cohesion recognizes that Guyana is now, and

always will be multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-religious...It

recognizes those differences between various social groups and

fosters respect for each other. We fought for 180 years to be

where we are in order to bring our people together, and we

cannot turn back. Our diversity is an asset and not a liability.”

Since “actions speak louder than words”, I would like to

witness the Ministry of Social Cohesion, Trade-Unions, Pri-

vate-Sector Groupings, and other (relevant) Social and Inter-

est-Groups inside and outside of Guyana set out to demon-

strate how the Nation’s diversity is, and could prove to be as-

sets instead of liabilities...In other words, to see how they could

bear out Dr. Martin Luther King’s reminder that “we may have

all come in different ships, but we are in the same boat now.”

The President noted “we are all Guyanese now, and we

have to make a success of this Nation that we have put

together...Our destinies are intertwined forever in our Nation’s

future, and we must swim together or sink separately.”

I would encourage the Organizations and Groups men-

tioned above to organize Brain-Storming sessions and semi-

nars for adults and young Guyanese resident inside and outside

of Guyana to promote cooperative exercises and ventures that

would involve citizens in swimming-together programs.

•  The Head of State reminded that like the migrants” we

have to learn to live as neighbors, rather than fight each other as

enemies”.

I suggest that studies be done into the practices that each

racial Group brings to the table, and find out how they could be

mingled for societal progress, as well as collaboration among

the leading political parties.

•  Guyana’s Leader concluded “Guyana, on this Indian-Ar-

rival Day, paid homage to the Indian Indentured Immigrants and

their descendants, for their contributions to Nation Building.

I would challenge existing Indian Cultural Organizations to

examine how they could add to the contributions that they have

already made to Guyana....especially in spheres of political and

racial unity.

I would also like to appeal to our existing political-parties

to sub-merge their philosophical and ideological preferences and

differences, and instead work together in order to address the

structural socio-economic problems and frustrations that are

harassing the poorer inhabitants.

In closing this section, I utilize remarks from Mr. David

Armogan—Chairman of East Berbice-Corentyne who appealed

to all Guyanese to seek to bury our differences and attempt to

live as one united people.

The President’s speech covered

our Indian Ancestors’

links to Guyana’s culture,

its socio-economic future,

how we could go further

to build the Birthland together.

In the words of Mr. Granger

We can be divided, no longer,

We have to exist as neighbors,

We must be each other’s keepers.

(Continued from page.....4)

Lumumba who was chairing de session jump up and tell

Trotty not to release de name. Dem boys want to know why.

Some people seh Lumumba probably got 23 companies dat

get wuk. Dis thing beginning to look like a boys club and de

boys deh in all dem political party.

De oil company tek pride in announcing dat it does report

to de government every quarter. In a sly way it point finger at

another company dat always got something to hide. Dem boys

want to know if dis company gon announce dat it does report

to de government every quarter.

Of course de company gon tell de media dat dem does do

it. Dis is de same company dat seh dat it buy a plane. De record

show dat de company ain’t buy no plane. Dat is why dem boys

want de company to seh whether it does report to de govern-

ment every quarter.

Talk half and press Trotty to release de names of de 309

company. Dem boys want to know who got nuff company in

de set up.

________________________

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Dem Boys Seh

*************
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Guyana was never a xenophobic nation
By: AFC Contributor

n recent weeks, the spotlight was placed on some of our

larger investing companies by the local media citing them for

several lapses linked mostly to allegations of shying away from

engaging local companies as sub-contractors. The term local

content is the new catch phrase.

Among those taking a beating in recent weeks are

ExxonMobil, the current leader in our fledgling oil and gas sec-

tor, and a Canadian mining major, Guyana Goldfields Ltd., the

biggest player in the minerals mining sector. Guyana Goldfields

is tipped as Guyana’s largest foreign direct investor (FDI).

A surprising few to date have come to the defence of the

two companies, even though by their very presence, they have

made Guyana recognizable on the world stage. They have

brought superior technologies with their US billion-dollar in-

vestments, and the jobs in the offing have begun to teach us

about operations in first-world industries that demand unrelent-

ing precision and uncompromising safety.

We must not also forget the massive opportunities coming

our way for conglomerate down streaming that comes with the

Oil & Gas industry. Guyana is in a good place.

Natural Resources Minister, Raphael Trotman, speaking about

the presence of ExxonMobil and its partners Hess Oil and Nexen

of China, stated that having companies such as these as inves-

tors represents and signifies much more than money and statis-

tics.

For example, Exxon was deliberately given a larger than

usual area to explore for oil and gas offshore, and many in our

population did not figure out the reasons. Our loudest critics

argue that Exxon is being treated like a favoured child.

But Minister Trotman has explained, emphasized rather, the far-

reaching effects of us hosting a corporate behemoth like

ExxonMobil, and their working in our Exclusive Economic Zone

(EEZ) that has long been claimed by Venezuela as its own. Other

companies of a smaller size and international importance, with

fewer resources than the oil consortium, would have feared the

might and power, the saber-rattling and bullyism by Venezuela,

but not Exxon. They did not flinch under Venezuela’s threats,

and they continue to explore offshore while preparing for pro-

duction in about two years.

The naysayers and complainers should hark back to 2013

when heavily-armed Venezuelan gunboats forcibly expelled the

Texas-based RV Teknik Perdana survey boat ‘Anadarko’ from

the same zone. Its crew was detained for nearly a week while

diplomats scrambled around the region to resolve the situation

and have the crew that Venezuela had arrested released.

Anadarko threw in the towel and left immediately after Venezu-

ela released them.

Additionally, no one should forget that in the immediate

aftermath of Exxon’s May 2015 declaration that it had found

large deposits of oil and gas off coastal Guyana, Caracas im-

mediately reinstituted its claim to the area, redrew its maps to

include Guyana’s entire EEZ (and neighbouring countries’ too)

and issued Exxon with an order to evacuate.

But as the local saying goes, “monkey know which limb to

jump on”. After a short period, Venezuela meekly backed off

Exxon and its partners, and turned their attention to the then

new Government of Guyana that was not going to tolerate their

bullyism anymore.

We are fighting back and now the matter is before the In-

ternational Court of Justice for final, once-and-for-all adjudica-

tion. Enough is enough. As small as Guyana is, we are entitled

to benefit from our natural wealth. Venezuela has prevented us

from so doing for far too long.

According to Minister Trotman in a recent presentation,

“It was important to us that we secure and anchor the company

in Guyana; and it is important to us that we move production in

the fastest possible time without, of course, sacrificing some of

the environmental practices at the altar of expediency. We wanted

economic benefits and rents but more importantly, because of

the re-drawing of the lines by Venezuela, it was important for

Guyana to move to production as quickly as possible, so that

(we could) assert when (we) got to court that production was

taking place within the territorial waters of Guyana. That would

become an indisputable fact before a court of law”.

He also pointed out the wider scope of benefits Guyana stands

to accrue from having a company like Exxon exploring and about

to mine our hydrocarbons.

Meanwhile, we note the sustained attacks that Guyana

Goldfields has been subjected to recently. We read the media

reports and have to question their fairness and balance.

The firm, it appears, has offended operators in the aviation sec-

tor by acquiring its own 19-seater Twin Otter aircraft. Informa-

tion reaching us points out that this firm has already spent hun-

dreds of millions on local air charters to their interior mines.

Local aviators have complained that they are booking fewer

charters since the Twin Otter arrived here.

The AFC would be first in line to support and promote

adherence to local content stipulations in investment agreements.

By the same token, we espouse operating efficiency, safety and

quality standards, and would support any reasonable effort to

ensure this.

But we do remember the aircraft belonging to now defunct

Home Oil of Canada that crashed while exploring for onshore

oil and gas in the Karanambo, Rupununi area in the 1980s. The

pilot was Canadian. Another aircraft used here extensively by a

company exploring for uranium crashed in 2013. Then there

was the Cessna that landed on the home of an elderly woman in

Sparendaam shortly after takeoff from Ogle in 2013, killing all

on board.

There were very few objections to these foreigner-oper-

ated aircraft.

Guyana was never a xenophobic nation, but we do have

the right to expect to be included in any industry operating on

our soil. The era that saw the Guyana Marriott and the begin-

nings of the CJIA Expansion being built with no Guyanese labour

or services, is surely over.

I

Two African rights icons are ousted
by a government run by a party

that gets its embrace from
African Guyanese.

‘Will-power is the key to success.
Successful people strive no matter what

they feel by applying their will to
overcome apathy, doubt or fear’

If State media are financed
by taxpayers then why

should government
shut out opinions the

hierarchy of APNU+AFC
Coalition doesn’t like?
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VVVVVoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concerns...............      Dr. Asquith Rose

A Declining Third Force

Ethics, Politics and Good Governance
Loyalty is everything but it is hard to find. Trust is easy to

lose but it is hard to achieve. Action speaks louder than words.

These concepts date back decades. Things have changed,

but not for the better for the Alliance for Change (AFC). After

three years in power as a junior partner in the coalition govern-

ment, it has found itself in a difficult position. While being in

power has placed it in a powerful position, the AFC has lost the

confidence of its supporters and has become less influential as a

political party.

The AFC has found itself between a rock and a hard place.

Cabinet solidarity has forced its ministers to  lend  support to

the government on issues that are unpopular to its constituents.

These include the unilateral appointment of the GECOM Chair-

man by President Granger, its failure to implement constitutional

reforms, its perceived inability to get APNU to review the

Cummingsburg Accord and the rejection of its nominee to

GECOM in favour of the Working People’s Alliance nominee.

The AFC’s capitulation on the appointment of the chair-

man of the Guyana Elections Commission and on constitutional

reform has created a  deep division within the party. At present,

the party is struggling to carve out a path for meaningful dia-

logue within the government and to remain relevant to its shrink-

ing political base. Since joining the coalition, the AFC has be-

come less of a political force in national politics than when it

was an independent third party.

Although these embarrassing incidents have diminished the

reputation of the AFC as an effective political party, yet, its

leaders have claimed that it is treated fairly and with respect in

the coalition. However, the failure to push for constitutional re-

form, which was a major issue of its campaign platform, has

seriously ruined its credibility. In order to restore its integrity

and sustain its credibility, the AFC must convince the govern-

ment to implement some of its campaign promises it made dur-

ing the election. But its lack of success in this aspect has weak-

ened the party and placed it in a disadvantageous position to

make demands from APNU.

Since joining the coalition, the AFC has been repeatedly

sidelined by APNU. The most recent incident occurred a few

weeks ago when its leaders issued an ultimatum to APNU over

Local Government Elections (LGE). After waiting several weeks

on APNU to confirm a date to discuss the modalities for LGE

scheduled for later this year, the AFC gave its coalition partner

two weeks to reply or else it would contest the LGE as a sepa-

rate party. However, as reported, APNU and the AFC met

recently to craft an accord to contest the upcoming LGE as a

coalition.

After three years with the coalition government, it seems

that the AFC is losing ground. Its voice is limited at the cabinet

level. Most major government decisions are made by the PNC

members of the coalition. The fact that the AFC has repeatedly

called for a review of the Cummingsburg Accord clearly shows

that there is growing dissatisfaction with its role.

Many of its supporters believe that the AFC took a calcu-

lated risk which turned out to be ugly when it joined APNU,

comprised mostly of PNC members. It has essentially aban-

doned its principles in order to support the coalition govern-

ment which has been plagued with scandals, corrupt practices,

inexperience or total disregard for accountability, transparency

and in a few cases the rule of law.

The AFC seems to have lost its political will as a third

force. Its functionaries seem driven less by the principles which

the party were founded on, and more by political power, which

has become an end rather than a means to achieve its objec-

tives. Today, it is in a precipitous meltdown. The inability to

reform the clearly broken political process as well as the con-

stitution has diminished the relevance of the AFC as a third party.

The public should not expect senior public officials to re-

sign that easily in Guyana, even when there is an abundance of

evidence that they have made grave errors, committed wrong-

doing, were involved in illegal practices or have flagrantly vio-

lated the rule of law.

Presently, such a culture of ethics does not exist in this

country, especially among members of the cabinet of every po-

litical party in power.

The Opposition People’s Progressive Party (PPP) has

called for the resignation of some APNU+AFC ministers for a

number of reasons, but they were rejected as just sound and

fury.

Unfortunately, such calls from the PPP would never gain

much traction because when in power, that party was accused

of committing all sorts of unlawful activities and atrocities against

the people and bluntly ignored calls from the opposition for its

ministers to resign.

Let’s face it, neither the ruling APNU+AFC nor the PPP

when in government, is likely to take such calls seriously, unless

civil society and influential interest groups features prominently

among those concerned. Many have dismissed such calls from

the PPP as merely political mischief or one-upmanship or as

propaganda stunts to score cheap political points.

But it is reasonable and fair to give the PPP credit, because part

of its role as opposition is to hold the government accountable

for its actions.

But rather than just calling for the resignation of some min-

isters, the PPP should use its national reach to establish an eth-

ics awareness campaign.

One of the reasons why the PPP’s call has not garnered

overwhelming support is because people are fed-up with the

amount of hypocrisy from both sides. Now the shoe is on the

other foot, the dice is rolling differently. But what is good for the

goose should also be good for the gander.

Both the PNC and the PPP when in opposition have tradi-

tionally used their position to expose and embarrass their op-

ponents in government, but history has shown that when the

dust settles it is business as usual for them. Maybe some public

officials may capitulate under pressure and resign, but it will not

be the PPP’s call that would make them do it.

It would more than likely be a judgement call or a decision

taken by the President, based on the exigencies of the situation

and the possible political fallout in the court of public opinion.

Resigning from office is a critical ethical decision for politicians.

The option to resign reinforces integrity, buttresses respon-

sibility and supports accountability. It is not an act of weakness,

but an ethical action which manifests the nature of public ser-

vants in inglorious events while governing.

The reasons for public officials to resign flow from the moral

dimensions of the integrity of officials who have failed to live up

to the obligation of the office, the lack of capacity to make good

decisions, incompetency, and the inability to be effective.

Resignation or not, is a defining moment for public servants, but

it should be woven into a fabric of ethics and professional judge-

ments. It is time for the nation to start an ethical campaign in

order to force our politicians to embrace ethics if they are to

gain the trust and respect of the populace.

In the wake of the allegations of massive corruption under

the last government, we need more    See page...................9

____________________
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(Continued from cover page)   inherited in 2008. The island’s debt

is the third highest in the world after Japan and Greece. This

staggering jump in the national debt equates to around 175 per-

cent (%) of Barbados’ Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The

fact that these economic disclosures were confirmed by the first

female prime minister in the history of Barbados, brought no

satiety to the nation. After all, there were more disconcerting

news and claims suggesting that since March 5th and without

the oversight of the legislature, numerous perplexing (if not crimi-

nal) occurrences obtained regarding the awarding/disbursement

and/or renewal of contracts, and other perceivably nefarious

actions. The public needs answers to many of those issues with

some calling for the figurative ‘necks’ of the former Prime Min-

ister, former Minister of Finance, and other suggestively impli-

cated Cabinet Ministers.

At the beginning of any term in office, such meaningful val-

ues as inspiration, hope, and confidence play major roles in the

psyche of the governed and the support that the governing can

anticipate. Prime Minister Mottley, more demonstratively than

her immediate predecessor, has the capacity to draw lessons

from history while staying in touch with today’s demands to

safeguard the nation’s future. Already, Miss Mottley has shown

that she has not only the political capital, but she possesses the

will and confidence to act in a decisive manner. She may have

been reduced numerically by one Member of Parliament, but

that does not take away from the more accurate assessment

that Barbados “is in need of serious, urgent action with respect

to its economy and its Government.”

The Prime Minister’s approach to the International Mon-

etary Fund (IMF) is not the easiest or most universally com-

forting position to take, but it clearly highlights that it will not be

the slothful procrastination that sowed the seeds and devoured

many previous opportunities for Barbados to turn around its

downward trajectory under the Stuart and Sickler combina-

tion. In going to the IMF, and against the background that pub-

lic servants are still aggrieved after being denied any salary in-

crease for about a decade, it is imperative that PM Mottley

keeps channels of discourse open, mutually respectful, and

geared towards the national interest.

The evidence is suggesting that PM Mottley is keen to be

informative, transparent, and accountable to the social partners

comprising the ‘Tri-Partite’ arrangements, and to the broader

the society in which we are all stakeholders. The fact is, the

maintenance of a good industrial relations climate is a pre-req-

uisite to sustained economic growth and social stability which

all seemed to have been eroded under Prime Minister’s Stuart

pedantic resolve to be silent. One can expect that Prime Minis-

ter Mottley will put a premium on success and delivering posi-

tive results based on implemented policies. These policy av-

enues will also depend on the morale and motivation that ignites

the public service to action, and which would demonstrate that

efficiency can be achieved without massive layoffs as being

courted by a former Governor of the Central Bank. Dr Delisle

Worrell previously refused to speak to Barbadians via the me-

dia and he too was part of the advisory grouping leading Bar-

bados’ demise.

This writer would advocate strongly for public reform that

emphasizes the technological knowledge and computer literacy

skills of all public officers. This is consistent with the Manifesto

pledge of the BLP stating that: “To fast track this new economy,

Government, the private sector and individuals will need to em-

PM Mottley’s urgency
and first tests

(Continued from page........8)   than ever, public servants who are

ethical, competent and have good character. It is said that one

of the greatest threats to any democracy is leadership that shuns

ethics and puts personal aggrandizement and party interests

before the country. Too much of this practice is rooted in

Guyana’s body politic.

Ethics, Politics and Good Governance

“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health of

himself and of his family.....”

 "Emancipate yourself from mental

slavery,"because"None but ourselves

can free our minds"

Minister of Social Cohesion is inter-
ested in ‘on the ground’ approach to

developing National Unity.

Guyanese see the management of

resources through different

lens than most politicians

brace the digital economy … [and] the BLP Government will

lead this transformation.” Ultimately, the state of readiness for a

transformed economy will depend on Barbados’ best resource

– its human capital – and this invaluable resource must be put to

the best use so that the country in its entirety will reap the re-

wards of a public service, for example, being rewarded based

on merit, ability, and productivity.

Finally, it takes more than optics and physical presence to

safeguard democracy in Barbados. President Franklin

Roosevelt once said that: “Democracy cannot succeed unless

those who express their choice are prepared to choose wisely.

The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.” In

full agreement, I am more inclined to watch the choices made

by Barbados’ newest Leader of the Opposition, than to rush in

and sing praises for an action that in of itself appears contradic-

tory. All Barbadians should give both the new Prime Minister

and the Leader of the Opposition to make their marks in at-

tempt to build the best Barbados. PM Mottley has repeated

her thrust for maximizing on education investments while Bishop

Joseph Atherley in the selection of his first Senator, appears

willing ‘to rock the boat’. However, and given the state of na-

tional affairs, all Barbadians need to become strict guardians of

our heritage. This can be achieved by ramping up the teaching

of civics, and demanding that all our processes and institutions

work despite any shortcomings in the personalities at play.

Guyanese have to focus theirGuyanese have to focus theirGuyanese have to focus theirGuyanese have to focus theirGuyanese have to focus their
minds on Local Governmentminds on Local Governmentminds on Local Governmentminds on Local Governmentminds on Local Government

Election (LGE)Election (LGE)Election (LGE)Election (LGE)Election (LGE)
expected later this year.expected later this year.expected later this year.expected later this year.expected later this year.

Citizens will determine theirCitizens will determine theirCitizens will determine theirCitizens will determine theirCitizens will determine their

local leaders via the ballot box.local leaders via the ballot box.local leaders via the ballot box.local leaders via the ballot box.local leaders via the ballot box.
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By: Moses Nagamootoo

As I reflect on the host of events during this year’s inde-

pendence anniversary celebration, my mind raced back to my

teenage years to a West Indian medley, “we young and strong,

we ain’t ‘fraid no soul in town”.

There is no doubt that the spotlight was on young people

who were involved in or were at the Flag Raising ceremony in

Georgetown or in the Regions; or were partying at one of the

several concerts and mini-carnivals.

For the first time, both the State and private sector partnered

to allow young people to freely occupy their space. The State’s

“no objection” resulted in the suspension of some of the “law

and order” restrictions.

All weekend (and it ain’t over yet), I could hear the sounds

and feel the vibrations in my studies and sitting room at the Resi-

dence until the wee hours of the morning. From Marriott through

Palm Court to Stabroek Market square; from the Kitty Round-

about through D’urban Park to the Providence Stadium, it

seemed that the entire Capital was literally vibrating, shaking,

partying! And the ring of the old tune in my head continued: “we

young and strong…”

Guyana has at last woken to the pent-up, social spirit of

our young people, the blast of whose energies was released at

the various cultural extravaganzas, the so-called cultural explo-

sions, one segment questionably titled “stink and dutty”. The

bacchanal aside, I hope that the

exposure of our youths to soca

artiste such as Machel Montano

and our Commonwealth Games

Medalist, Troy Doris, would help

to boost positive cultural and

sports awareness.

There were other events that

were less jazzy, such as the Rights

of the Child Commission Work-

shop and the Business Youth

Summit, as part of Youth Week

observances. As regards the latter,

I wish to extend congratulations to the young entrepreneurs who

have each benefitted from between $500,000 and $1 million

grants to improve their business undertakings. I encourage oth-

ers to access the $70 million Youth Innovation Project of Guyana

Fund from which $2 million could be available for each project

that is using science, technology, engineering, agriculture, an-

thropology, archaeology, arts, mathematics and spirituality.

Any of the above would constitute decent work for which

our Constitution provides as an inalienable or fundamental right.

The surge into self-employment by young people must be en-

couraged as enjoyment of their right not only to work, but to the

free choice of employment.

I applauded the Summit, the first of its kind in Guyana, for

focussing on empowerment and education in business. As I told

the youthful gathering, one cannot become an engineer, a teacher,

a business person or entrepreneur without the requisite guid-

ance, training, knowledge and exposure.

It is the embracing of opportunities for education, network-

ing, skills-enhancement and overall empowerment that will al-

low youths in particular to fully realize the fundamental human

We Young and Strong right to the enjoyment of work.

The preamble of our Constitution states that “the future of

Guyana belongs to its young people”. Elsewhere, they say that

the present belongs to youths, who aspire to live in a safe soci-

ety that listens to their voices, protects their rights and provides

opportunities for them to work and be productive citizens.

Not long after our Coalition came to office in May 2015,

our Government completed the drafting of a National Youth

Policy, which was the final result after several years of research

studies.

The Policy defines youths as persons between the ages of

14 and 35, who make up some 68% of our population. How-

ever, there were no statistics on how many of our youth popu-

lation had no jobs, or couldn’t get support to start their own

businesses. But the Caribbean Development Bank in 2015 is-

sued a report under the title “Youths are our future” that placed

unemployment in the Region amongst youth at around 40%,

which was probably also the level for Guyana.

About the same period, CARICOM governments com-

missioned an analysis of opportunities and challenges facing

youths in the Region. It’s report, Eye on the Future, highlighted

rising youth crimes, unemployment and drugs use. It launched a

Caribbean Community Youth Development Action Plan, which

placed emphasis on encouraging youth entrepreneurship.

Our youths must be brought into the social, cultural, eco-

nomic and political processes of the State. Our young people

cannot be left outside or left behind. Their views, their condi-

tion, their life matter in everything!

They cannot be exploited as victims for media headlines

on drugs, crime and violence, and jail. Our youths are more

beautiful than those headlines, if given a chance to seize oppor-

tunities for self-development and to pursue the ambition that

drives them to be better, productive citizens.

Guyana boasts a consistently high percentage of its state

budgets for education. The door to education in Guyana al-

lows, according to President Granger, Access, Attendance and

Achievements – the Triple A Policy. When the new government

started to work, President Granger rolled out what I describe

as the 4 Bs Policy under which boats, buses, bicycles and boots

were provided to students as a pilot venture. Today, our young

people can transition to the 5 Cs Policy – of entering Com-

merce, accessing Cash as grant, Credits, business Counselling

and learning the rudimentary of Contracts.

When the music subsides and the gyrating stops, our young

people have to return to the drawing board of their life, to plan

and map out what are the next steps in their studies or their

pursuit of productive enterprises. They can take an example

from the youths in the Indigenous settlement of Karasabai, in

Rupununi West.

A Karasabai youth leader recently announced: “We have

peanut farming. We have cassava processing into farine and

cassava bread, and also cassareep and we also have cattle

rearing…These projects will generate revenue for the people

and create employment opportunities for youths.”

I ask our youths to remember Karasabai. Whether in the

interior or on the coast, business ventures, like roots in the

ground, always start with an idea, a stem or a seed. It is impor-

tant that you learn to appreciate all types of business. None is

too low or undignified. Start small. Grow big!

CULTURAL EXTRAVAGANZAS 

DECENT WORK 

NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY

YOUTH LIFE MATTERS

START SMALL; GROW BIG

Trop Doris triple jump gold medalist



11

GTCSJAD

The killing fields of Guyana
By: Adam Harris

____________________

Eighteen years ago, a man hacked another because the

other man objected to the relationship the assailant shared with

his daughter. The assailant went even further; he hacked three

dogs then he fled the jurisdiction.

Reports are that he went to Venezuela. His relatives were

aware of his whereabouts but as the saying goes, blood is thicker

than water. They kept the assailant’s whereabouts secret. Nearly

two decades were to elapse before police could arrest this man.

There have been many such instances, but I cannot recall a

case where a killer in Guyana was able to escape justice for

such a long time.

Indeed there are other fugitives from justice. There was

the man who killed his wife at Blankenburg then picked up their

child and headed east to Suriname. He is still at large and is

showing no intention of returning home.

Sometime later I met one of his relatives, who said to me

that she helped send money to him. I asked her whether she did

not feel guilty and from appearances, she did not.

There was another man who killed his mother-in-law in

Stewartville and fled. To the best of my knowledge, he was

arrested after some time.

Then there was the man who killed his estranged wife when

she was with another man with whom she had started a rela-

tionship. This was a horrible act, because the man managed to

flee, but the killer’s son was at the scene and he held on to the

man until his father arrived to kill him. They are both awaiting

the decision of the court.

These are all cases of the work that the police must do in

the face of a lack of support from the wider society. They were

able to effect arrests because the very society has people who

want to see justice done.

There is the other case of the rich fellow who is languishing

in a New York prison awaiting extradition to Guyana. Local

lawyers have been teaming up with their counterparts in the

United States to avoid this man being brought to justice.

The reverse is being played out in Guyana. A man is al-

leged to have killed another Guyanese in the United States and

fled to Guyana where he hid for a number of years until his

hiding place was exposed. As is the case with the man in the

United States, there is a challenge here to avoid extradition.

This case is of interest, because the local laws allow for

Guyana to prosecute this American because he killed a Guyanese,

albeit in another country. I am not sure why this line is not being

pursued. There was a soldier who killed a colleague when a

team of soldiers was sent overseas on one of the hurricane re-

lief efforts. Then again, it might have been a mission to Haiti in

the wake of the devastating hurricane there.

He came home to be court martialed and he is currently

serving his time in a prison at Camp Ayanganna.

These are killings that expose the base nature of some people in

the society. It seems they have no regard for human life and

commit the deadlist sin according to the Christian teachings.

It is not that such killings are unique to Guyana. They oc-

cur in just about every country, but less in some than in Guyana.

There is the view that the absence of the death penalty is prompt-

ing people to become extremely violent. Killers are happy to go

to jail, because they also have little value for their own freedom.

However, one judge seems bent on making killers pay. He

sends them to jail for a very long time. He actually said to me

that killers should not be allowed to live among decent people

in the society, and I agree with him.

I know killers who are now dying to get out. They are fed

up with being in jail. They talk about developing illnesses; about

wanting to see relatives and to walk the streets again. Stiff jail

sentences do work.

For those serving long sentences, going to the hospital is a

treat. They enjoy the chance to go outside the prison walls, if

only for a brief period.

There was Sherene Khan who organized the killing of a

girl in Canje. She was handed the death sentence and while she

never mounted the gallows, she died in prison. One of her wishes

was to see her grandchildren, if even once. She spent her last

days thinking what it would have been like to live with them.

And so I return to the killer who remained at large for

eighteen years. He went to Venezuela, but came back home

when difficult times befell that country. I can imagine the deci-

sion he had to make. It was a case of living a life of suffering. He

returned home where he thought he would live unrecognized.

The witnesses are alive, and while the events may be

clouded, they would remember enough to send the man to jail.

I am sorry that I cannot say to the gallows.

Man’s brutality knows no bounds. Friends sit over a drink

and somebody is killed. People get into simple arguments and

somebody ends up dead. I have not mentioned the gunmen

who go after hapless victims and kill them.

It is as if parents are not doing a good job bringing up their

children. I was at my aunt’s funeral on Thursday when the pas-

tor spoke about the declining church population. He noted that

women make up the bulk of the population and it’s a fact that

they are less likely to go about killing people.

Indeed there was the woman who strangled her drunk hus-

band. Can the society do something about the killings? I do

think so, but then again, with declining academic standards in

some communities and with the lawlessness that prevails, there

will always be murders.

Yet I hope that what passes in Jamaica and Trinidad does

not come to Guyana. Our policemen already have too much on

their hands.

Everyone should be horrified at the high incidence of mur-

der of Guyanese women at the hands of their husbands or inti-

mate partners. Over the past two months twelve domestic ho-

micides have been reported by the local media.               

We are in a public health crisis and immediate action is

warranted to stem the flow of blood of women in our dear land.

Even though men are victims of IPV, the World Health

Organization’s (2012) statistics show global victims of IPV as

overwhelmingly women, with estimates as high as 95%.

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is an insidious and deadly

problem in Guyana, as it is internationally. IPV is not limited to

physical abuse, but incorporates any behaviour that harms,

threatens, or has a negative impact or effect on the victim.

Such behaviours may include stalking, destroying

someone’s property, psychological aggression, threatening to

or actually injuring their pet or loved one. It is not unusual to

hear IPV trivialized as a private matter and the two persons

should go home and make up. This response may potentially

discourage victims from making a police   See page............12

Domestic violenceDomestic violenceDomestic violenceDomestic violenceDomestic violence

courts neededcourts neededcourts neededcourts neededcourts needed
By: Carlotta Walcott
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By: Yvonne Sam

Looking beyond Mae’s- Now the government
should have their say!

The cultural issue at Mae’s school

The incident may have served to reveal how some

Guyanese towards each other feel.  Social cohesion could

well be a delusion.

When elephants fight, it is the grass that suffers, an ancient

proverb of the Kikuyu people, a tribal group in Kenya, Africa,

is as applicable today in the Mae school case as when the words

were first spoken, perhaps thousands of years ago. We have all

been caught up in the highly controversial incident surrounding

a student who was reportedly turned away from the school for

being attired in his Indigenous wear, which was deemed “inap-

propriate.” The outfit was being worn during the school’s Cul-

tural day Celebration.      

Guyanese were quick to express their anger in diverse

ways—from walking and talking, to mouthing and shouting,

demanding an apology and picketing for all to see rejection of

Guyana’s cultural diversity. The school administration proffered

an apology that needed immediate resuscitation on arrival. On

a more serious note one wonders if the students are being taught

what they ought. The behavior of the teaching staff beggars

description, and is certainly symbolic of the festering malady

that currently ails

the land.

Etched deeply

in the cranial hall

and memory recall

of every Guyanese

not only in Guyana

but throughout the

Diaspora the fact

that Amerindians

are representative of

an entire race of people and above all were the first people of

Guyana.  Closer to both truth and reality, historian Vere Daly in

his 1974 book “The  Making of Guyana” states that the word

Guiana is derived from the Amerindian root word “winna” 

meaning water or watery country.

On May 29. 2018, Starbucks the world’s biggest coffee

company closed its 8,000 company owned cafes for one after-

noon in order to educate its 175,000 employees about racial

bias. This decision followed an incident in one of its Philadel-

phia store where two black men were arrested after the store’s

manager called police because they were sitting in the store

without ordering anything. The men had initially requested to

use the bathroom as they waited on a business associate, but

were told that the bathroom was for paying customers only.

 They then occupied a table without making a purchase and

were later arrested on suspicion of trespassing, but no charges

were filed.

While the apology from the Principal of Mae School may

be a good start, it is a far way off from a cure of what is ailing

Guyana and Guyanese. The demonstrated racial bias is by no

means an isolated incident, although we would like it to be viewed

as such. Instead it is emblematic of the prejudice faced by cer-

tain races on a daily basis in the very land of their birth. Some

are distinct played out in our political arenas, while others are

succinct and voiced via social media.

It is of prime importance that we recognize the fact that

addressing racial bias cannot end on a spoken or written apol-

ogy. The reality is bigger than Mae’s School, its personnel or

the child.  Focusing on the action of any one individual is an

important step, but is grossly insufficient if what is desired is to

truly transform the status quo. The required work is tantamount

to a marathon and not a sprint, and as such requires, commit-

ment, time and investment.  The government of Guyana has a

role to play in addressing the incident, and as a consequence is

hereby called upon to seriously take the issue in hand. Fixing a

crack in the floor of a house is useless if the house was initially

constructed on an uneven foundation. Both must be fixed.

On the issue of race it is not just about biased individuals,

but also biased

systems.

This recent

incident involving

a young learner

and future earner

could be termed a

watershed mo-

ment. Now the

government must

take the lead and work diligently in fulfilling the need, in imple-

menting policies ensuring that never would there a recurrence

be, hindering Guyana’s six races from dwelling in harmony.

In conclusion no school or learning institution should be let

off the hook, The Education Minister should reopen the book

and commit over the long term to work with teachers/ princi-

pals/ educators in advancing to advancing solutions that com-

bat racism.  According to Jane Addams, dubbed “The Mother

of Social Work”. The child becomes largely what it is taught;

hence we must watch what we teach, and how we live.

In the end, as any successful teacher will tell you, you can

only teach the things that you are. If we practice racism then it is

racism we teach. -Max Lerner, Russian born journalist and edu-

cator.  (1902-1992).

A classroom at Mae’s school

________________________

(Continued from page....11)   report or seeking sensitive and non-

judgmental intervention.  In addition, systemic and cultural norms

oftentimes allow for victim blaming and shaming.

Studies have shown that IPV is generally associated with a

wide range of physical and mental consequences that are po-

tentially life altering. For these twelve women it has resulted in

death and for many more they suffer disabilities, reproductive

health issues and other serious physical injuries. Additionally,

victims of IPV may experience a range of emotional issues in-

cluding post-traumatic stress disorder, sleep disorders, and

depression.

We are very concerned for our children, the future of our

country, who are oftentimes collateral damage from IPV they

witness in the home. The violence in the home engenders a wide

range of negative, distressing, and overwhelming emotions for

young children, which may follow them into adulthood.

It is time that we take comprehensive and informed ac-

tions to reduce and prevent the incidences of intimate partner

violence in Guyana. 

Based on my knowledge and extensive work in this field

here are some suggestions to mitigate the escalating problem:-

•   There is need for a coordinated community response. If

there is not already a task-force in place one should be formed

and members receive comprehensive training

in domestic violence prevention and intervention.  Members

of the task-force should include responders, service providers,

community leaders, and faith leaders.

• Guyana has a domestic violence law which should be re-

viewed and a concerted effort made to implement and enforce

these laws. The police should receive training on the provisions

of the domestic violence law and it should   See page...........14

Domestic violence courts needed
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The performance and appointment of our top jurists

The approach being taken to the appointment of a sub-

stantive Chancellor and a Chief Justice, and the performance of

acting Chancellor Yonette Cummings-Edwards and acting Chief

Justice Roxane George-Wiltshire, bring to bear my trade unionist

perspective. It is imperative workers – unionised or not- in the

workplace enjoy the emotional security, grounded in industrial

relations principles that will cause them to perform, regardless

of who their supervisors are.

That being said, there is acknowledgment for the history-

making appointments of the Justices to the two most senior po-

sitions in the Judiciary. Their appointments reflect trade union’s

principle and Guyana’s law for equality in the workplace; and

their performance that of testimony of the capacity of women

when placed in positions of authority and power.

The fact that the Justices have been acting for a consider-

able period, and the issue of identifying persons for confirma-

tion to the posts has been mired in political manoeuvre, this

notwithstanding, they have been revolutionising thinking and

behaviour within the Judiciary.

From the layman’s vantage

point, the impression is being con-

veyed that the Justices cannot be con-

trolled by the political machinery, on

either side, or see their jobs as the

Rule of Law being paramount.

Guyana is also fortunate to have, sit-

ting on the bench, a member of the

draft team of the present Constitu-

tion that captured into law/articles the

raw emotions and desire of the people as to the society they

want to live in, including the system under which they want to

be governed.

As judge for the Constitutional Court, George Wiltshire is

bringing enlightenment to an instrument that has been stomped

on due to the lack of public education and being tested in court.

Recent decisions by the Justices, that may have had seri-

ous political overtones and witnessed partisan posturing, have

caught both sides of the divide off-guard. These decisions are

not only noteworthy for the quality of work that came from the

bench, including attention to the spirit and intent behind law-

making and administration, but are challenging all sides to do

better in their preparation. A clear message is being sent to

Government, Opposition and all, that abuse of the privilege in

office will not be tolerated by the courts.

The Rule of Law plays a pivotal role in the development of

society. Every citizen, group or institution, irrespective of poli-

tics and connection, must feel confident to lay their grievance

before the court. This would allow for rulings to be made, the

establishing of precedence, and the strengthening of our system

of governance.

Continuous calls, internal and external, for the filling of the

vacancies cannot be ignored for much longer. An important el-

ement also being overlooked is that there has been no public

objection to the Justices’ performance, neither were they told

that they are not performing satisfactorily.

It is unfair for persons to be placed to act in vacant posi-

tions over extended periods, and at the end of time be advised

the period of acting has ended and someone else will fill the

position. Those who make decisions as to the future of per-

sons’ employment must take cognisance of an industrial rela-

tions principle that protracted delay in making decisions on ap-

pointment represents denial of opportunity and benefits that can

be accrued with permanent employment.

Appointment to the substantive positions cannot be done

outside of custom and practice and Article 127 (1) of the Guyana

Constitution. Until both the President and Leader of the Oppo-

sition have agreed that the condition/modus operandi has

changed, then what applied in the past remains the mechanism

through which these appointments shall be made.

Every Chancellor in the past came out of the rank of the

local judiciary. The act of asking persons to apply for the posts

was never part of the mechanism for these appointments. The

introducing of a process that asked persons to apply and be

interviewed, could only be considered when there is agreement

between the President and Leader of the Opposition for a new

criteria and mechanism for the appointments.

As Leader of the Opposition, David Granger had pro-

posed to then President Donald Ramotar – when he was in-

vited to address the substantive appointments for the posts –

that the jobs must be advertised, as he was not satisfied with

the names being proposed by Ramotar. A proposal remains a

proposal until there is an agreement. When Granger assumed

office as President the proposal made to Ramotar still remains

a proposal.

Article 127 (1) expressly mandates “agreement” between

the President and Leader of the Opposition in filling the posts.

Where the identification of the persons requires such, ipso facto,

the mechanism for agreement must also be agreed upon.

The question of the appointment to the posts is not about

what the President or Leader of the Opposition thinks; it is about

respecting the mechanism being used to arrive at a decision.

Secondly, any process that denies competent workers profes-

sional growth and tenure, because they do not fit a particular

perspective or interest, is counterproductive.

Since the impasse occurred from the period Bharrat Jagdeo

served as president, it may be important for some form of cor-

rection and amelioration to be done, commencing with the ret-

roactive appointments of Justice Carl Singh as Chancellor and

Justice Ian Chang as Chief Justice, giving to both retroactively

all the benefits the positions are entitled to. This act can com-

mence the process of minimising racial mistrust and political an-

tagonism, moreover, it gives effect to retroactive appointment,

which is an activity within the industrial relations scenario.

While there may be inhibitions, doubts and suspicions be-

tween the two leaders, the current system that exists for the

appointment to the posts must be allowed to work. If after the

substantive appointments frosty relations between the two con-

tinue, and a new mechanism is required to remove future stale-

mate, it should be taken to the National Assembly and have a

bipartisan agreement where future appointments will be made.

Setting new criteria for appointments at this juncture can

be seen as discriminatory to the incumbents who are acting.

Going this route undermines the emotional security pivotal for

good performance. The exemplary performance of the Justices

does not mean absence of some level of emotional insecurity in

their present position. We must seek to get it right, for the Judi-

cature shoulders responsibility for ensuring the Rule of Law, a

sacred value to be pursued and respected.

By: Lincoln Lewis

Justice George-Wiltshire

The Christopher Columbus Myth -

By Guyanese-born Dr. Ivan Van Sertima
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
emphasize that Suicide
cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a

collaborative and
broader approach...

THE ABSENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAKES CLAIMS OF DEMOCRACY IN GUYANA A BIG GIMMICK

NOTHING LESS WILL SUFFICE UNTIL THERE IS A REVOLUTION OF VALUES
 AND A MORE RADICAL RELOCATING OF POWER TO THE DISPOSSESSED

A Crisis of

Child Abuse in

Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd.

St. Roses’s Alumni Association USA Inc.: Brunch Honoring

Males. At: Marine Park Golf Course- 2880 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn.

Donation: $60. From 11:30 a.m to 3:30 p.m. For more info. Call

917-569-6794 or 917-504-6002 or 917-232-0904

SATURDAY, JUNE 30th

Buxton Summer Soiree: To benefit Buxton Scholarship

programmes. At: Lorna Courtyard- 454 Vermont Street, Bklyn.

NY. Finger-licking foods & drinks. Adm. $5 Kids free. Music by

1-Man Band and Dj Stereo Choice. Call John: 347-781-7055

SUNDAY, JULY 8th - SATURDAY, JULY 14th

St. Joseph’s Alumni Association: The 7th Triennial International

Reunion- Guyana. Activities include:- Inter-Faith Service &

Brunch, Open Day, Out of Town Tour and Gala Dinner/Ball

SATURDAY, JULY 21st

Cambridge Academy Alumni Assoc. Int.: REUNION 2018. At:

Antun’s- 96-43 Springfield Blvd. Queens. From: 8 pm to 2 am.

Donation: $100. Formal attire. Info. Call: Courtney 718-791-8881

SUNDAY, JULY 29th

Tutorial High Alumni Association  (Toronto): 25th Anniversary

Bursaries Awards Brunch. At: JC’s Banquet Hall- 1686 Ellesmere

Road, Toronto. From: 12:30 pm to 5:30 pm. Info. Call- Michael at

416-636-2961 or Daniel: 416-283-7895 or Shirland: 905-569-0920

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3rd & SATURDAY, AUGUST 4th

Central High Alumni: Third Int. Reunion in Toronto, Canada

MONDAY, AUGUST 6th

Last Lap Lime- Annual community event. At: Woodbridge Fair-

grounds. From: 1 PM to 9 PM. Call: Gillian at- 647-216-7069.

(Continued from page.......... 12)   become standard practice to

effect an arrest if there is probable cause. This sends a message

and reinforces that domestic violence is a crime and will not be

tolerated in our community.

•   It is not unusual for victims to refuse to file criminal charges

against their abusers or ask that those charges be dropped. 

However, victims could be provided with other remedies such

as a protection order. It is necessary to set up domestic vio-

lence courts presided over by a dedicated magistrate who is

trained to work with victims and perpetrators of domestic vio-

lence.  All the staff of this court should also receive domestic

violence sensitivity training.

• A batterer’s intervention programme should be created to

provide services for men and women who abuse. All men who

are charged or have an order of protection against them should

be mandated to attend a batterer’s intervention programme.

• October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. An edu-

cation campaign that focuses on modeling and highlighting healthy

relationships would be of immense benefit.

My fellow Guyanese it is already too late but we must still

act. We must break this deafening silence and stem the flow of

blood that results from domestic homicide. Our children, our

families, our communities, our country cannot afford this sense-

less loss of women’s life.

Domestic violence courts needed


