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Dr. Slinger Francisco:

There was a string of hits that lasted 
several decades. In 1954, he sang 

‘The Parrot and the Monkey’ to be fol-
lowed by ‘Jean and Dinah’ and by 1963 
he had shaken up the Caribbean with 
‘Dan is the Man in the Van’ and ‘Village 
Ram,’ among others. 

The Mighty Sparrow is a Caribbean Institution!

Profile Weekof the By Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

The young man was 
Slinger Francisco, who 
became the Little Spar-
row and later the Mighty 
Sparrow. His multitude of 
fans affectionately call him 
‘The Birdie’. In his sev-
enty-year career, very few 
can come close to Sparrow 
in unraveling the sociology 
of the Caribbean.

Sparrow has become an 
integral part of the folk-
lore of the Caribbean, and 
beyond. He has dispensed 
his special dose of wisdom, 
passion and music; he is 
able to reach 
places where 
politicians and 
governments 
can seldom 
enter. The 
public, in many 
cases, prefer 
to listen to his 
latest treatise on 
society, rather 
than to someone 
in the govern-
ment.

Over the 
years, Sparrow 
has touched on 
every subject 
under the sun. 
He has called 
for better 
treatment for 
calypsonians, drew atten-
tion to the high cost of 
living, advocated for the 
city to be kept clean, laud-
ed the achievements of Sir 
Garfi eld Sobers, outlined 
the neurosis of the rich and 
gave a history of the Kerry 
Packer cricket circus.  

In addition, Sparrow 
has extolled the virtues of 
education, paid tribute to 
Hasley Crawford, spoke 
out against drugs, support-
ed democracy in Haiti, and 
explored the relationship 
between Khrushchev and 
Kennedy. If you want to 
know about O.J. Simpson, 

Monarch title eleven times 
and the Carnival Road 
March crown eight times. 
There were awards from 
the Trinidad government, 
as well as Bollywood, and 
a statue was erected in his 

honor in St. Ann’s in Trini-
dad. In 2015, Sparrow was 
bestowed with the Order of 
British Empire (OBE) for his 
contribution to music.

But there were other 
unforgettable moments for 
which he is grateful. In 
1987, Sparrow was awarded 
the Honorary Doctorate of 
Letters Degree from the Uni-
versity of the West Indies. 
The Marcus Garvey Life-
time Achievement Award 
followed in 2002. One of 
the highest recognition was 
accorded to him when New 
York’s Mayor Ed Koch 

declared May 18, 1984 as 
‘Mighty Sparrow Day.’  

Sparrow’s versatility 
took new heights when he 
teamed up with Byron Lee 
and the Dragonaires. You 
switched on the radio and 
you heard a beautiful bal-
lad. You are intrigued and 
are taken on a new jour-
ney: it is Sparrow singing 
‘Only a fool breaks his own 
heart.’ He won a gold re-
cord for this song and many 
thought it was better than 
the original. He was also 
able to make the transition 
from calypso to soca when 
that genre became popular. 

Sparrow is in his eight-
ies but he says that ‘age is 
just a number.’ He looks 
youthful and still has them 
dancing to his songs. His 
latest CD is ‘Fyaah and 
Fury’ in which he touches 
on a number of subjects 

that include 
the teachings 
of Jesus, 
the Russian 
connection, 
weapons of 
mass de-
struction, 
tension in the 
Oval offi ce, 
Obamacare, 
and ‘Barack 
de Magnifi -
cent.’ There is 
also a picture 
of his daugh-
ter Karen and 
his grandson 
Kona Fran-
cisco on the 
album.

Sparrow 
attributes his 

success to love. He says, 
‘I love my fans. They have 
been with me throughout 
my career. I thank them for 
their support. I want them 
to know that Sparrow will 
be entertaining them for 
many more years.’

 The Mighty Sparrow is 
an institution. He is charm-
ing and witty and is busy 
composing new songs. He 
will always fl y high and 
fi nd a place the hearts of 
music lovers. We wish 
Dr. Slinger Francisco, the 
Mighty Sparrow, all the 
best in the future. 

Idi Amin, the Royal Divorce, 
Dutch Romance, Bermuda 
Girl, or Human Rights, Spar-
row has a calypso in store. 
He also sang about Saltfi sh 
for the connoisseur of a cer-
tain art, the wedding plans of 
Melda, and the daughter of 
Mr. Walker.   

A calypso is a commen-
tary that began during slav-
ery. It was improvised and 
it recalled the events of the 
day in the form of a song. 
There is a debate as to the 
origins of the term ‘calypso’ 
as some scribes have argued 

that it came from Spanish 
for ‘casslio’ that means a 
tropical song. There are also 
those who argue that ‘kaiso’ 
comes from a Hausa word 
that means ‘bravo’ and the 
term could be African.

Whatever the origins of 
calypso Sparrow stands tall 
in the art form. He acknowl-
edges the contributions of 
Growing Tiger, Lord Pre-
tender, Mighty Dictator, 
Mighty Spoiler, Lord Kitch-
ener, Calypso Rose, Chalk-
dust, and Machel Montano, 
among others.

Slinger Franscisco was 
born in Grand Roy, in Gre-

nada. When he was two his 
parents moved to Trinidad 
and he has lived there for 
most of his life. At Newton 
Boys School, the young 
Slinger took to singing and 
was part of the choir. He 

could recite 
the prayers in Latin. But ca-
lypsos kept calling him and 
at fourteen he joined a steel 
band that performed in the 
Carnival.

In 1956, Sparrow won 
the Road March and was 
crowned Calypso King 
with his song ‘Jean and 
Dinah.’ His early infl uences 
were Nat King Cole, Sarah 
Vaughn, Frank Sinatra, Ella 
Fitzgerald, and Sam Cooke, 
among others. As his career 
progressed, Sparrow ended 
up winning more awards 
than he could remember. 

He has won the Calypso 

The Mighty Sparrow in full fl ow at a Legends Concert sponsored by 
Vijay Bisram

The Mighty Sparrow’s latest CD is ‘Fyaah and Fury’ Daughter Karen and grandson Kona are proud of the Mighty 
Sparrow. He attributes his success to the love of his family and 
fans


