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Thanks to the great work of the youthful and vibrant employees, and new special friends  
for me, at FriesenPress in Victoria, British Columbia, my new book Journey Back to 
Watooka  has made its difficult deadline to be published for May 1, 2018.!!
Special initial events are being arranged for which I am very grateful.  Guyana’s 
Ambassador to the U.S., Riyad Insanally, has offered to host an event at Guyana’s 
Embassy in Washington DC for June 9.  My great friend Ned Blair (Toronto) and his !
eight siblings, all living in the northeast U.S., are all helping to organize things with the 
Embassy.  It is expected that from 100 to 200 people will attend, all with wonderful life 
stories, including hopefully for Jeanette Ast who is the widow of Guyanese Edward 
Ricardo Braithwaite (author of To Sir, With Love) who recently died at 105 years.!!
Actually the event cannot be held at the Embassy as it is too small and parking is an 
issue.  The Embassy sits between the homes of Ivana Trump and the home of the 
Obamas … so that security vehicles take up huge space.!!
Wouldn’t it be nice for Ivana Trump to sponsor a little El Dorado rum for the guests?!!
I would prefer, however, to have wonderful Michelle Obama attend …!!
Sadly, in recent March, Dr. Harold Drayton, co-founder of the University of Guyana, 
passed away at 88 years in Gaithersburg, Maryland.  He is a co-writer for the Preface 
for my book.  I am hoping that his wife Dr. Vonna Drayton can attend in Washington so 
that I may briefly eulogize Harold and present her with a copy of my book.  I understand 
that she is taking Harold’s remains to Guyana to disburse in the Demerara River.!!
Alternatively, the University of Guyana Guild in Toronto is holding a major event in 
Toronto on May 5 and will honour Dr. Drayton with Vonna as a special guest.  Harry 
Hergash, long time president of the Guild, has invited me to say a few words together 
with others and this may be a more appropriate time to present my book to Vonna.!!
On May 15, I travel to Guyana where Canada’s High Commissioner, Lilian Chatterjee, !
has graciously offered to host a Book Reception, not at at her splendid home at Bel Air 
Gardens this time, but at the High Commission in Kingston, Georgetown.  My first book 
Children Of Watooka had also enjoyed an event at Bel Air thanks to HC Pierre Giroux’s 
generosity.  Guyanese folks at all levels of society will be invited … even more so than 
for the last wonderful event as I am now so fortunate to know many more of them.  This 
event will be held on May 17.!!
Lloyd Austin, owner of Austin’s Book Store in Georgetown, has offered to hold a book 
signing event at his store on Church St. also for which I am very grateful.  May 21.!



!
Eric Yu is the General Manager of Bosai, the Chinese company that owns the bauxite 
operations at Linden on the Demerara River and where I had been born in 1943.  He is 
always an enthusiastic and generous host who loves the world of bauxite and who will 
sponsor a book event for my book in Linden.  This should attract many interesting local 
folks again, including many OBEs … old bauxite engineers.!!
Waneka Arrindell is the new mayor of Linden and who I have met on several occasions.  
She too has promised to find a way for the town to celebrate the book and this will be 
held on May 25, the day before Guyana’s 52nd anniversary of independence.  This will 
include a large attendance by school children who may also provide some singing 
entertainment as they have done in the past.!!
Sam Wright, retired bauxite engineer and the key person who helped in the exercise to 
distribute 3,500 of my Children Of Watooka books to the nine local high schools, owns a 
B & B in old Cockatara.  I am told that it is beautiful.  He and Yonna have invited me to 
stay an evening with them and that they would host a special Book breakfast with 
interesting local folks.!!
Thanks to Guyanese friends in Toronto who are community leaders, Fly Jamaica 
Airways, whose owner is Guyanese, have graciously agreed to fly up to 400 books to 
Guyana on the same flight that I am taking, gratuitously.  Twenty-five boxes at over 400 
lbs.  Otherwise, it would cost me almost $2,000 to fly the books to Guyana.  In return for 
this wonderful favour, each book will contain a marketing flyer for Fly Jamaica.  I must 
now find a way with local friends to transport them within Guyana.!!
Maybe all of this will lead to a third book, to finish off a trilogy of ‘Watooka’ books.  I 
never dreamed that I would again step into the wonderful world of Guyana at this time in 
my life.  For this, I am extremely grateful.!!
                                                                                   Steve Connolly!!
                                                                                    April 2018!


