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Guyanese see the management of resources through
different lens than most politicians

By: Lincoln Lewis

Guyana will participate in the China In-

ternational Import Expo and Minister of

Business Dominic Gaskin is urging all busi-

nesses willing to participate to have a clear

understanding of the market with a sense

of purpose of what China needs and what

businesses can deliver.

Minister Gaskin was

speaking at the China

International Import Ex-

position Awareness Ses-

sion and cocktail hosted

at the Guyana Pegasus.

In 2017, Guyana ex-

ported US$18M in sup-

plies to China.

The Guyana Office for

Investment in collaboration with the Em-

bassy of the People’s Republic of China

have dispatched detailed packages to the

private sector bodies, encouraging par-

ticipation at the International Import Expo

which will be held in Shanghai, China, dur-

ing November 5th – 10th, 2018.

“I know we have a vibrant business

community that is eyeing the rest of the

world, because the reality is that the

Guyana market is not a really large mar-

By: Rabindra Rooplall

Guyana to participate in Int. Expo

ket, so if you want to expand your busi-

ness, if you have great ideas and ambi-

tions, then you would know that Guyana

cannot provide an infinite market as the

rest of the world,” Gaskin said.

He said the event in China will open

business people’s

eyes to their compe-

tition on an interna-

tional scale. “The Chi-

nese are long-term

thinkers, they are not

a five-year or two-

year  thinkers.

People listen when

Chinese speak,

      because their culture

is a can-do culture. China has done some

amazing things over the last 20 years,

whether it’s in infrastructure, technology,

manufacturing or whatever it is,” the Min-

ister of Business said.

Noting that China has over a billion

people, Minister Gaskin said the country

will always have a market for food and

such a market will always be open for

agriculture and seafood.

“We have always   See page............2

Mr. Cui Jianchun and Minister Dominic Gaskin)

What the various international experts

on oil and gas, who are here at the invita-

tion of the Government of Guyana, are

telling us is what the people of Guyana

have been telling their government, which

continues to ignore their voices.

From Guyanese born international ex-

pert Dr. Jan Mangal who has called for

transparency, publicly accountability and

respect for the role/voices of the people

in the formation and development of the

industry, to the most recent pronounce-

ment by the Eric Parrado, International

Finance Coordinator at Chile’s Ministry

of Finance who helped build that country’s

Sovereign Wealth Fund, is the role of the

people in the industry’s development and

safeguard.

What is clearly coming across here is

that the people are looking at governance

and the management of their business and

resources through more level-headed lens

than most of the politicians. Oil and gas

will result in major shift in this country’s

economy, bringing with it social, economic

and political consequences. If approached

in a divisive and exclusionary manner the

consequences can be dire.

Shutting out the people from the rami-

fications, implications and benefits of this

new industry makes no sense. Trinidad

and Tobago Prime Minister Dr. Keith

Rowley in a recent address to his nation

reiterated to his people the importance of

their knowledge and involvement of what

is happening in their oil and gas industry.

We are yet to see similar pronounce-

ment from our Head of Government.

Some may argue that Janet Jagan con-

ducted the initial    See page.................9
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Mother’s Day in the United States is

observed annually on the second Sunday

of May. It celebrates motherhood and it

is a time to appreciate mothers and mother

figures. Many people give gifts, cards,

flowers, candy, have a meal in a restau-

rant or furnish other treats to their moth-

ers and mother figures who could include

grandmothers, great-grandmothers, step-

mothers, and foster mothers.

Mother’s Day is not a federal holi-

day.... Organizations, businesses and

stores are open or closed, just as they are

on any other Sunday in the year. Public

transit systems run to their normal Sun-

day schedules. Restaurants may be busier

than usual, as some people take their

mothers out for a treat.

             

The origins of Mother’s Day are at-

tributed to different people. Many believe

that two women, Julia Ward Howe and

Anna Jarvis were important in establish-

ing the tradition of Mother’s Day in the

United States of America.

Other sources say that Juliet Calhoun

Blakely initiated Mother’s Day in Albion,

Michigan in the late 1800s. MS, Blakely’s

sons paid tribute to her each year and

urged others to honor their mothers.

Around 1870, Julia    See page........9

About Mother’s DayAbout Mother’s DayAbout Mother’s DayAbout Mother’s DayAbout Mother’s Day
By: Carlyle Harry

THE U.S.

Mother’s Day is going to be celebrated on

Sunday, May 13th.

And in addition to the CSJAD extending

greetings to all mothers/guardians....I have

decided to pen this PIECE for the occasion.

   Background
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(Continued from cover page) been an agricultural economy and

therefore we should carefully consider how to sell more food,

not to just to China, but the rest of the world, but certainly

China has the appetite for whatever we can produce,” he said.

The minister encouraged businesses interested in expand-

ing their export, especially in the Asian markets, to consider the

potential of attending the exposition.

China’s Ambassador to Guyana, Mr. Cui Jianchun, said

there is a recipe for Guyana’s development in five “I’s” and five

“T’s” initiative.

He explained that the first is infrastructure, which is needed

to open the economy; the second is Information and Communi-

cation Technology (ICT); thirdly is investment; fourthly, there is

need for a value-added Industry and finally there is need for

integration.

Further, the Chinese envoy said the five “T’s” start with

Thought in all levels of society; secondly Talent which is impor-

tant to development; thirdly Trade; fourthly Tourism and finally,

Technology.

“I am thinking how can I find the opportunity to make this

five “I” and five “T” a reality, so I am working hard and talking

to the ministers, business peoples on how can we find a way,”

His Excellency Jianchun said.

The envoy noted that the expo represents the important

measure that China has taken to further open up its market to

the world, and it will increase imports.

He explained that China has a large-sized middle class and

will become the world’s biggest consumer market in a few years.

If China increases imports from other countries, it will help many

nations involved in the Belt and Road Initiative share in China’s

rapid growth.

The first import expo will showcase two exhibitions, one

on the Belt and Road countries’ trade and investment, including

their goods and services, tourism, and featured products, and

the other on varied business sectors, including consumer elec-

tronics, auto, clothing, food, medical equipment, service

outsourcing and education.

Guyana to participate in Int. Expo

The Richardson challenge “third term” case is not about a

third term. It is about to whom sovereignty belongs– the people

of Guyana or our parliamentarians. I shall use a pseudonym

given the demonstrated vindictiveness of the Attorney-General

to people who do not share his views.

Article 9 of the Constitution of Guyana does provide for

the people to exercise sovereignty through their representatives

and the democratic organs established by the Constitution and

one of those organs is Parliament (see Article 50).

Article 9 provides: “Sovereignty belongs to the people who

exercise it through their representatives and democratic organs

established by or under the Constitution’’

Article 9 unarguably constitutionalises representative de-

mocracy. But while Article 9 constitutionalises representative

democracy as part of the political system of Guyana, represen-

tative democracy is certainly not overarching in respect of the

operation of all the provisions of the Constitution simply be-

cause the Constitution contains many Articles, which cannot be

altered except by a referendum. Article 1 definitely applies.

Ironically, another of these Articles is Article 9. Thus rep-

resentative democracy does not suffice to alter many Articles in

the Constitution including Article 1.

By: Dede

The Richardson challenge

The sole question in the Cedric Richardson’s case is there-

fore whether in altering Article 90 (which contains the qualifica-

tions for Presidential Candidate), the alteration is entrenched

on Article 1 by way of infection.

Article 1 provides: “Guyana is an indivisible, secular, demo-

cratic sovereign State…’’

Since both Articles 1 and 9 (sovereignty belongs to the

people) preceded the alteration of Article 90 (by 17 Act of

2000), the sole question is whether the sovereign right of the

electorate in Guyana as a democratic state has been eroded or

curtailed by the alteration of Article 90 by Act 17 of 2000.

If, immediately prior to the alteration to Article 90, the

people enjoyed the right to elect any person who had met the

then presidential qualifications for Presidential office as part of

their sovereign right in a democratic state, then the questions

must be answered in the affirmative since the alteration does

erode or curtail their pre-existing right to a democratic election.

The issue is not at all the candidate’s right to contest the

election but the electorate’s right to elect. The issue is not at all

whether the erosion or curtailment is egregious but rather

whether it is permissible without the necessity of a referendum

the decision of the Privy Council in State of Mauritius v

Khovratty (2007) IAC80, stated.

“The idea of democracy involves a number of different

concepts; first that the people must decide who should govern

them. Second, is the principle that fundamental rights should be

protected by an impartial, independent judiciary;

Third: In order to achieve a reconciliation of inevitable ten-

sions between these ideas, a separation of powers between the

legislature, the executive and the judiciary is necessary.

There can therefore be no doubt that the right of the people

to elect their ruler is part of the democratic system of govern-

ment in Guyana as a democratic society (Article 1). That right

in the people inheres in their sovereignty (Article 9).

That democratic and sovereign right cannot be diminished by a

2/3 majority of the representatives. Otherwise 2/3 majority of

the representatives would be able to trump constitutional su-

premacy whenever the Constitution itself requires a referen-

dum for its own alteration.

Representative democracy is not at all overarching. The

Constitution itself by prescribing a referendum for alteration of

some of its provisions bears testimony to this constitutional tru-

ism. The Constitution permitted representative democracy. It

did not exclude the direct voice of the people.

It, in fact, reserved it in certain situations. One of such situations

must be when there is an issue of the curtailment or erosion of

the foremost democratic right of the people themselves to elect

their ruler.

The Cedric Richardson case, it must be emphasised, is

not at all about the exercise of the sovereign right of the people

through their representatives. Rather it is about the curtailment

(or attempted curtailment) of the sovereign right of the people

to directly elect a President of their own choice. – A right, which

they have enjoyed prior to the passing of Act 17 of 2000.

Such a democratic right has always been part of their sov-

ereign power under Article 1 – which requires a referendum for

its alteration. Article 9, while constitutionalizing representative

democracy, cannot be construed as excluding popular democ-

racy (the direct voice of the people).

Article 9 does not attempt to silence the direct voice of the

people and enthrone the indirect (representative) voice of the

people. Otherwise, it would be that the representatives of the

people who are the sovereign rather than the people themselves.

But Article 9 expressly states that sovereignty belongs to the

people.



3

Carlyle Harry   Reuben Freeman
Tony Jones    Monica Sanchez

EDITORIAL BOARD

Why Defer Today’s Possibility for the Uncertainty of  Tomorrow

JUST MY OPINION - Guest Columnist

The New Road’ serves as an instrument to
inform the Guyanese Diaspora. It is a monthly
publication of the Centre For Social Justice
And Development Inc.

All articles herein are determined for
relevancy. The views expressed are those of
the authors. Our editorial board reserves the
right to reject or edit all pieces or give credits
where necessary.
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gtcsjad

Advertise
Now

‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW ROOOOOAD’AD’AD’AD’AD’

Email: Executive Director

guyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.com

CSJAD:  General Membership
Sign Up Begins Soon

Request a Form

Email:

guyanacsjad@gmail.com

Remember Change
Begins From Within

Each Of Us
Join Other

Concerned

Nationals And

Fashion The

New Guyana!

The Constitution
of Guyana makes
provision for the

President to deter-
mine the authority,
functions and pow-
ers of Ministers of
the government.

CSJADCSJADCSJADCSJADCSJAD calls for a
National Commission

to investigate
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The resources of
Guyana are better
spent on the eco-
nomic and social

progress of citizens.

The politics of deception
There is never going to be a day in

this land of many waters when the des-

perate acts of some political leaders are

not on display.

And this is in reference to the latest

act of cunning, that of bringing private

criminal charges against two current cabi-

net ministers of the coalition government.

Clearly, this is retaliation against the Ex-

ecutive in the aftermath of the charges

against two former state grandees of the

past PPP/C administration.

It is another of the grand strategy of

the now well-known numerous patterned,

numerous dishonest attempts at trying to

hoodwink and deceive the nation by di-

versionary tactics. It is a deception that

this party’s constituents should have ever

since begun to question, particularly from

the beginning of the GuySuCo tragedy

about which they were bombarded with

some of the most horrible untruths and de-

ceptions. Sometimes, one has to wonder

whether these thousands of families, par-

ticularly those members who have been

sugar workers, realised how their years

of hard work and sacrifice and loyalty

have been disrespected and used for the

narrow ends of political power by their

party leaders; the many dangerous lies and

half-truths they have been told, such as

the coalition government did not care

about them and their families. This is an

accusation that has already been dis-

proved by the many initiatives embarked

on by the administration and taken up by

many of the terminated sugar workers.

It is time that the PPP/C members/

followers/supporters begin to take seri-

ous stock of the moral behaviour of their

party leaders, and of their many acts dur-

ing the past administration that have had

very serious consequences for the socio-

economic development of this nation.

It is time, too, that they awake from

beneath the heavy avalanche of the many

misconceptions that have been their daily

experience, and begin to be independent

in their observations and knowledge as

to what had occurred and the numerous

efforts that are being made since 2015 by

the coalition government to restore the

image of this country through meaningful

development, making it a better place for

all Guyanese, irrespective of race, and not

just the favoured few.

Guyanese must be reminded that it

was during Bharrat Jagdeo’s rule that sev-

eral instances of repressive governmental

acts and actions were noted. There were

heightened allegations—some not without

justification—of racial tensions and con-

flicts, groups targeted for exclusion based

on geography, political association, and

identity. Imbalances in budgetary alloca-

tions and resources directed to, or taken

away from regions where the government

under his leadership did not control, were

noted.

The narco-economy was allowed to

flourish, which Professor Clive Thomas

noted represented a significant percent-

age of the economy. The criminalised state

was also coined, because in addition to

the narco-economy, corruption was per-

vasive. Transparency International ranked

Guyana the most corrupt Caribbean En-

glish-speaking country, a shame and

stigma that require much work to remove.

During this period, when hundreds

of dead bodies were turning up all over

the place, Dr Roger Luncheon famously

described the carnage as being done by

“phantom” squads. Later, it was learnt that

the government’s hands were bloody.

Dissent and alternative views were

not treated as a right or opportunity to

engage or review. There exist several an-

ecdotes. Notably among them is Mrs.

Jagan who was publicly demeaned for dis-

agreeing with Jagdeo’s policy of with-

drawing government advertisements from

Stabroek News for its reportage. The

Guyana Chronicle became a political

mouth-piece, attacking political rivals,

those the government disagreed with, and

justifying whatever actions his government

took.

President Jagdeo assented to the bill

that allows a person not more than two

consecutive terms to be president. On

demitting office, he began putting a pro-

cess in place to create a framework to

see his return as president, though

throughout Donald Ramotar’s presidency,

he reiterated his non-intention of holding

constitutional office again. The 2015 elec-

tions proved otherwise. Jagdeo not only

appeared on the List of Representatives,

but successfully manipulated the system

and became Leader of the Opposition.

With the ascension to the most pow-

erful office in the country’s oldest political

party, there is need to begin frank and hon-

est national discussions about Jagdeo’s

politics which continues to reverberate and

will shape the future of the PPP/C and

Guyana.

A reprint of an editorial from the Guyana

Chronicle)
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Unconscionable in their rape
and plunder of Guyana

In 2015, the nation voted with great enthusiasm for the

Coalition Government to bring back the issue of transparency,

accountability and democracy to a country that seemed to be

void of fairness, equity, justice and transparency for years.

It was this APNU+AFC Government that saw the rees-

tablishment of the Procurement Board/Commission and the In-

tegrity Commission, to aid in the process of restoring and revi-

talizing the faith in a democratic system, and the judiciary to

provide answers to the many questions that have been asked

with regard to a number of gross violations in our nation.

Our judicial system, which has been for years shrouded in

secrecy, bribery and corruption, now provides citizens with a

sense of judicial satisfaction and fairness, as we battle with the

many complex issues of irregularities.

I believe that it is only fair that we allow the government to

exercise jurisprudence and rely on the judicial aptitude and ability.

The recent case of charges brought against two former mem-

bers of the PPP were not, according to the Minister of State,

politically motivated or directed, but rather, stemmed from the

results of elaborate investigation procedures.

The previous administration, as it has been public knowl-

What is “political” when former government officials are

found to have been participants in activities amounting to crimi-

nal misdemeanor, accused of doing so after detailed investiga-

tions by specialized agencies, charged and placed before the

court?

Still further, what is “political” when there is well-docu-

mented audit evidence of criminal plunder of state assets of vari-

ous types, by the friends and cronies of the former Peoples

Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) government, some of whom

have already gone before the courts, and others under intense

investigation by specialized agencies of the State?

The continuous “mouthings” of opposition leader, Bharat

Jagdeo, would have us believe that such persons had the right

to do what they did, because they are members of his party, or

former government, or friends or cronies.

It means that he has set a new interpretation for acts of

illegalities, with the understanding that its perpetrators are in

fact above the law, and must not be prosecuted. Hitherto, this is

a new standard set for social morality.

How else can such be interpreted; given the many inces-

sant statements about “witch hunting”, which is really a denial of

alleged criminal conduct on the part of his pals, who are now

accused before the courts? How Jagdeo continues to insult our

intelligence!

The nation would have therefore experienced the results

of such governance, in terms of what it had meant as an instru-

ment for plunder of state assets. This is what we have had for

the tenure of PPP/C over lordship.

No succeeding, responsible Government, as the Coalition

is, must ignore this unconscionable monstrosity that has been

exacted on this country and its people. Its response must con-

tinue to be intense, in its pursuit of those who treated the nation’s

money, as their personal ATMs.

Editor, this is not about political witch hunting; this is about

the pursuit of personalities, identified as a huge category of former

state officials, friends, and cronies of the Jagdeo administration

who rapaciously enriched themselves, illicitly, with the labours

of Guyanese tax payers, inclusive of the former sugar workers.

They must be pursued and be prosecuted.

Sell Basil Williams, buy Joe Harmon. And invest in pop-

corn too because the 2020 presidential slot for the PNC led

coalition which is set to open at the PNC Congress, looks wide

open. There is a head of steam building around the view that

David Granger was only interested in the Presidential pension

and now with that issue sorted, the party may be able to per-

suade him to step aside just before the 2020 elections and leave

the rest to the people who are currently running the country to

figure out the rest.

So why buy Harmon? Joseph Harmon, the Minister of

State, seemed to have recovered from the controversial China

Trip although the missing US$5 million on the GTT share pay-

ments remains an unsolved mystery.

But something big is happening as the party members as-

semble for the upcoming PNC Congress. Mr. Harmon has

moved into pole position to compete for the Chairman of the

Party against Basil Williams. The information coming to my at-

tention from several PNC members is that they are more in-

clined to vote for Harmon rather than Williams because they

see him as a “man of action” who is more likely to get things

done for the PNC members rather than Williams.

May the better man win but it is my conclusion that if Mr.

Williams sneaks in, that will be the end of Harmon after 2020.

Earl Hamilton

edge, had allowed the general populace to believe that they

care about the socio political development of this nation, hence

the attack on what I call tit for tat and racial politics, when we in

fact know that the opposite is true.

The attempt of divisiveness will not be sustainable if we

are to survive the rigours of true democracy as a united and

cohesive nation.

It is clear to see that this government remains committed to

transparency by the setting up of various agencies and to end-

ing corruption at all levels. We, the Guyanese citizens should

stand with the government to ensure that those who hold public

office, and who engage in malfeasance while in office, be brought

to justice.

Dillon Goring

Alex Duncan

Over the past decades we have seen the repeated mal-

aise coming from those in the Guyanese society that have been

elected to serve with the distinction and guile that enhances

the  position of the state without question.

We the people have placed our trust in the hands of men

and women who purport to make decisions that will be in the

best interest of this nation. On numerous occasions we have

watched, in dismay, as the decisions made by the politicians

support the knowledge and intelligence of high school drop-

outs. Yet these politicians expect the populace to be satisfied

with the decisions made. The politicians would like to take

away our right to say that what we have seen is not good

enough and does not represent our collective interest as a

nation.

Over a period of years we have seen the muddled direc-

tion of the current government.  We have seen the blatant self-

interest and nepotism that goes unabated as this government

tries to hide the misdirection of their bound-to-fail policies. Yet

we continue to lend support, even though it is obvious that there

will be no positives from the current journey on which this gov-

ernment embarks. Frederick Kissoon in his court deposition

removed the veil of deception occurring before our eyes.

During the Burnham government, the PPP preached how

despotic he was. They maligned and decried his every move, in

some cases justifiably so. Today we are witnesses to the same

failed policies the PPP so ardently criticized now being repeated.

Except now, there is a new twist that    See page..............7
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For a change: Welcome World Bank advice
By: Sir Ronald Sanders

Attending a World Bank meeting on April 16, I was

shocked to hear a senior official of the organization say that, in

addressing fiscal deficits, Latin American and Caribbean (LAC)

countries should not make “shock adjustments”.

This advice is contrary to the traditional prescriptions

handed out by the twin international Financial Institutions, the

World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), to

developing countries that run-up fiscal deficits, namely the dif-

ference between total revenue and total expenditure. The tradi-

tional guidance is to cut government spending and increase taxes

rapidly – in other words, “shock adjustments”.

Wherever that prescription has been applied, the less well-

off have suffered the most, because social welfare programmes

have been the first to be chopped. The result has always been

an increase in poverty, reduced health and education facilities

and, eventually, an escalation in crime.

When the other element of a “shock adjustment” is ap-

plied, alongside cuts on government spending, it has contrib-

uted to worsening a country’s economic performance. The other

element is applying higher taxes. This again burdens the poor

much more than the rich, because businesses and rich individu-

als employ stratagems to avoid paying increased taxes, so the

revenue yield to governments from increased taxation regimes

seldom enlarges. Additionally, confronted with higher taxes, busi-

nesses invariably do two things: they lay-off workers and they

increase prices to the consumer.

It seems, at last, that in dealing with developing countries,

particularly small ones, the penny has finally dropped in World

Bank officialdom that economic theory, applicable in large

economies, is simply not transferable to small ones. Experience

has now taught them that the economies of small states are too

minuscule and undiversified to withstand shock adjustments that

are employed in larger countries.

So, the worthy World Bank official cautioned LAC coun-

tries to employ “gradual adjustment” by which he meant cutting

government spending on “unproductive” projects and increas-

ing taxation only where the overall tax regime is low.

Importantly, the World Bank now recognizes that social

transfers should not be cut for the elderly, low-income house-

holds or to those with low incomes. It also now emphasizes that

government spending on infrastructure and income-generating

projects are good for medium to long term development and,

therefore, should be maintained.

All this good advice is contained in the Semi-annual report

of the World Bank’s Regional Chief Economist. It is entitled:

“Fiscal Adjustment in Latin America and the Caribbean: Short-

Run Pain, Long-Run Gain?” Note the question mark. The title

is not declared as a statement; it is cast as a question, almost

demonstrating a lack of conviction by those in authority about

the conclusions of the Report.

Be that as it may, the report breaks important new ground

in urging “gradual” as against “shock” adjustment for countries

with significant fiscal deficits, particularly where the economies

of such countries are small and undiversified, and they lack safety

nets for the poor and vulnerable.

So, how do Caribbean countries put this advice to good

use? All but one of the 15 Caribbean countries (14 CARICOM

countries plus the Dominican Republic), have fiscal deficits. The

lone exception is Grenada. All of them, to varying degrees, need

to begin a serious programme of gradual adjustment. In the worst

cases, the prospect of ending-up in an IMF programme with all

its strictures, including laying-off public sector workers and raising

taxes, looms large.

The IMF spectre is heightened by the substantial debt of

governments that already face big fiscal deficits. The debt to

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratio is well above 60 per cent

in all Caribbean countries except Dominican Republic and

Trinidad and Tobago. It is especially high in Jamaica, Barbados

and Belize. In the case of Antigua and Barbuda, it is still rela-

tively high though, over the last three years, it has declined from

102 per cent to 79 per cent.

Getting the fiscal deficit down in many Caribbean coun-

tries should be a priority within the framework of “gradual ad-

justment”. While Grenada has been outstanding in this regard,

Jamaica has also done exceedingly well to reduce its fiscal defi-

cit almost to the point of balance. However, both countries

achieved that performance after years of exercising stringency

in the clasp of IMF programmes.

To improve their situation without the iron hand of the IMF,

Caribbean countries have to adopt a prescription of reducing

borrowings, except for productive projects and needed infra-

structure; growing their economies; increasing revenues and

reducing fiscal deficits.

The present global situation offers Caribbean countries an

environment in which they could implement gradual adjustment

programmes that are beneficial. But, the environment is fragile.

Already, exposed to the harmful effects of Climate Change,

and punishing incursions into their financial services sector that

has cost them revenues and jobs, they now face two worrying

developments – a creeping rise in oil prices (up to US$76 a

barrel as this commentary is written) and a slowdown in global

economic growth that, in 2017, was driven principally by two

countries – China and the United States of America.

The present trade war between these two giants could ad-

versely reduce, significantly, last year’s global economic growth

of 3.8 per cent.

Roberto Azevedo, the Director-General of the World

Trade Organization, has warned: “This important progress could

be quickly undermined if governments resort to restrictive trade

policies, especially in a tit-for-tat process that could lead to an

unmanageable escalation. A cycle of retaliation is the last thing

the world economy needs.”

The realization of the Caribbean Single Market and

Economy – the dream of 1992 – would go a very long way to

helping all Caribbean countries to achieve fiscal adjustment and

to answering the World Bank’s question as to whether it would

be ‘short-run pain, long-term gain’?. But that is wishful think-

ing. Sadly, it may no longer be even “a work in progress” as the

CARICOM Secretary-General Irwin LaRocque, dutifully and

optimistically stated.

If Caribbean countries will pursue economic stability and

growth individually, then there is something in the World Bank’s

new “gradual adjustment” advice. Law makers should heed it.

                          Freddie Kissoon

Indians are watching
the hypocrisy of

African Guyanese
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    FACING THE FACTS     carlyle
 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2018: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

The rarity of Barbara Bush

CSJAD Membership  is open to
Guyanese and their offspring.

If the state media are financed
by taxpayers then why should
the government of the day
shut out opinions that the hi-
erarchy of the administration
doesn’t like?

Readers, (i).. How often does one come across a woman
who was the wife of a former U.S. President;

(ii) How often does one come across a woman who was
also the mother of a former U.S. President;

(iii) How often does one come across a woman who was
also the mother of a former Governor of the State of Florida;

(iv) How often does one come across a woman who was
bold and realistic enough to refuse the best possible Medical
care and attention, and opt to go to her home and peacefully
await her departure;

and (v) How often does one read about a woman who
participated in the planning of her own funeral arrangements—
approximately four weeks before she died....In choosing the
hymns to be sung during her funeral, Barbara Bush chose songs
that would not “make people cry”.

It is for those principal reasons (outlined above) coupled
with her examples of living that compelled me to pen this piece.

Barbara Bush passed at the age of 92, encircled by family
members and close friends.

 Born Barbara Pierce, Barbara got married to George H.W.
Bush in 1945 when he was still a Navy pilot.

 Barbara Bush who hailed from Maine—on the East Coast
of America, was forced to spend time in New Haven as a young
married woman as her husband was finishing up at Yale
University....While there, she- at the age of 20, gave birth to
George W- who would become a future U.S.President.

 After the husband’s  graduation from Yale, they left the
East Coast and settled in dusty Odessa, Texas...Four years af-
ter that, Barbara’s hair turned white as she cared for the daugh-
ter-Robin who later died from Lukemia.

From that time, Barbara Kept her hair white, claiming that
she could not be bothered with the dying routines and pro-
cesses.

The Funeral Service that was held on Saturday, April 21,
2018 for former First-Lady, Barbara Bush in Houston, Texas
marked the definite passing of an era, and a way of life...The
funeral was attended by several former Presidents and First-
Ladies.

 The relays of compliments and praises for a simple and
selfless human being were unmatched- A heroine who had the
rare opportunity and good fortune to be married to a former
U.S. President; to be the mother of a former U.S. President;
and to be the mother of the Governor of the State of Florida.

But the reason that the Nation felt such deep fondness for
Barbara Bush had nothing to do with the men that she sup-
ported, inspired and raised...Rather, it was because we the
people-often a cynical bunch-sized up her character and judged
her to be an honest, decent, caring and strong woman who
maintained an abiding humility throughout a life of proximity to
power.

She was the first First Lady to literally embrace H.I.V. af-
flicted babies and adults...Barbara Bush had no problems or
difficulties embracing those sick persons.

Barbara Bush will go down in History for her display of
bravery in deciding not to seek any further Medical attention,
but instead opting to die in the comfort of her home, among her
family members and close family friends.

 In part of his eulogy around Mrs.Bush, Historian and Au-
thor-John Meacham stated, “the Bushes put country over Partry;
the common good above political gain; and service to others
above the settling of scores.”

Mrs.Bush’s public-spiritedness, simplicity, flexibility and
willingness to freely deal with the common man and woman are

deserving of special mention, because she could have chosen
to cling to more sophisticated and pedigreed linkages that sur-
rounded her, and sought to associate with her.

 Mrs. Bush stood up for manners and discipline which
earned her the label of “Enforcer” among her family members.
Widower George H Bush often remarked at the manner in which
“Barbara will pull up President-George W., and Governor-
Jeb(while they were in Office, stressing you were not brought
up like that”.

 The former President added”she was a formidable per-
son, and her formidable nature was forged over time as a result
of the adulthood that she seized and embraced.”

 When George H lost to Bill Clinton in 1992, instead of
expressing anger, Barbara Bush noted that “it was a shame that
my husband could not hold on to a part-time job”.

 She however pointed out that that defeat would have al-
lowed her husband to stay at home and spend quality time with
his family, since they had already moved twenty-seven times
inside and outside of America.

After learning that Bill Clinton had come from a home where
his step-father was abusive, Barbara Bush reached out to him,
and befriended him...Telling him that he had become one of her
sons.

In summary, Barbara Bush  died on Tuesday, April 17,
2018 at the age of 92... with her husband of 73 years holding
her hand as she exited this life.

 Barbara was laid to rest on Saturday, April 18th at her
husband’s Presidential library in Texas.

 At a Maine memorial on April 23rd Diane Denk one of
the organizers said “Barbara was just a real person, a real stand-
up lady, and she was very philanthropic.

************

This female veteran

 wasn’t a partisan,

 Not favoring Democrat over Republican,

 while living in Washington.

 Barbara has left several lessons

 for future Generations

of ambitious humans

and aspiring Politicians.

We should stand with
Govt. to bring errant

public officials to justice

CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD CSJAD extends aextends aextends aextends aextends a
Happy Mother’s Day to allHappy Mother’s Day to allHappy Mother’s Day to allHappy Mother’s Day to allHappy Mother’s Day to all

mothers but especiallymothers but especiallymothers but especiallymothers but especiallymothers but especially
Guyanese MomsGuyanese MomsGuyanese MomsGuyanese MomsGuyanese Moms
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Could ways be found to save bauxite and sugar?
By: Lincoln Lewis

This country’s history proves bauxite and sugar reigned at

particular periods. Sugar was considered king, one of the pri-

mary crops, a source of wealth, employment and economic

opportunities. Bauxite too ruled the roost, was the leading tech-

nological institution, providing support to national and regional

institutions, including the Wage Bill for public servants.

These two industries, considered Guyana’s productive sec-

tor, are presently at crossroads. And this is not because their

products are without value – which is a reality we must face -

but the challenge to make them viable in the marketplace.

Whereas there exists the perception that all emphasis for

future development is being placed on the discovery of oil and

natural gas, it would not be overemphasising the point remind-

ing this nation what we’re being repeatedly told by experts. A

country’s development cannot rely on only oil and gas, it re-

quires multifaceted approaches and the sustainable exploitation

of all its resources – human, natural and capital.

I’m conscious that all the answers to bauxite and sugar’s

problems are not known to me. The same can be said for all of

us. Realisation of this makes it even more important to place a

premium on the amalgamation of diverse opinions, visions, tal-

ents and skills in determining a way forward.

The bauxite industry is presently being challenged with the

disrespect shown for universal acceptable principles, the Rule

of Law, and want for a national position on the exploitation of

this resource to the development of this nation.

Notably, the disreputable Bauxite Company of Guyana In-

corporated (BCGI) – a subsidiary of Russian Aluminum

(RUSAL) – is presently feeling the effect of sanctions the United

States placed on Russia. Sanctions will inevitably impact the

company, where the People of Guyana – via the Government

of Guyana – have a 10 percent, and to whom the resource

ultimately belongs. Last Friday, the media reported that

Oldendorff, RUSAL’s shipping partner, is winding down its

operation to leave.

We have before us a situation where it should not be ruled

out that BCGI may declare force majeure, which means the

operation can be closed and workers sent home. Brainstorm-

ing as to the potential must therefore begin with the view of

devising alternative(s) to keep the operation opened.

History can serve as lessons. In 1991 Reynolds Metal

Company (RMT) began operation at the Aroaima location.

RMT was taken over by ALCOA. When ALCOA left, the Gov-

ernment put together a team to manage the Aroaima Bauxite

Company (ABC) until a contract was developed with RUSAL,

leading to the establishment of BCGI.

Of import, while the ABC operation changed hands it was

never closed, thereby remaining competitive in the marketplace,

providing continuous employment, economic opportunities and

contribution to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Equally, as

we take note of our experience, we should be wary of Jamaica’s.

A few years ago when RUSAL’s operations were closed,

on the pretext of a business decision, that company locked down

strategic bauxite reserves and plants. That decision caused Ja-

maican workers to be sent home, the country’s resource

unexploited, bringing with it adverse socio-economic angsts.

Sugar’s future is also in jeopardy. Though not hindered by

sanctions, solutions too must be found. Following what is tak-

ing place in the industry, given its implications for workers, etc.,

it would remiss not to note and speak to what can safely be

considered glimmers of hope.

The placing of the Guyana Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo)

under the stewardship of NICIL thus far is proving to be a wise

decision of government. There is a programme in place, which

focuses on creating opportunities, this means our most vital re-

source – i.e. people – will be productively engaged.

Under the management of the Special Projects Unit (SPU)

GuySuCo has thus far re-opened factories and put mechanisms

in place for financing independent of the Consolidated Fund.

Re-opening the factories will contribute to meeting demands

for the market for sugar and its by-products. Further, the deci-

sion positively impacts employment, helping to mitigate against

socio-economic fallout in the affected communities.

It is not lost on society that there is a turf war within the

Coalition for the control of GuySuCo. Frankly at this juncture,

given past failures, this should not be the driving factor, but the

end result in showing that something positive was done with the

industry. Very rarely Guyanese see the political forces agreeing

on any issue – the new management of GuySuCo under the

SPU has been one such.

Former president Donald Ramotar and GAWU – consid-

ered the PPP/C’s industrial arm -have called for the SPU to be

given an opportunity to work and the union has looked at its

performance in a positive light. Wisdom dictates the course

should remain and the formula strengthened. Where the SPU’s

successes can be measured, its work needs to be replicated in

other beleaguered state institutions.

It is being said by the government we are pursuing a Green

Economy. A green economy places a premium on human de-

velopment (i.e. fundamental rights and freedoms) and the sus-

tainable management of resources in a healthy environment (i.e.

mitigating the negatives of climate change).

If development is looked at using the Green Economy

model or the GDP, both measurements value prudent money

management. This cannot come without ensuring people are

given opportunities, productively engaged, their rights/freedoms

respected, and having in place a developmental programme.

Undoubtedly we have the capacity to save bauxite and

sugar. The only hindrance is ego. Here is where the late Clarence

Ellis’ advice that we put aside the egos and let the we-goes

come to the fore. All are affected – directly and indirectly – in

any decision or absence thereof on issues of national character.

The productive sector is no exception.

_________________________

(Continued from page......4)  Burnham never tried to indulge. I

would attribute this new twist of a racist action to the years of

domination of Afro Guyanese in the civil service. A domination

that occurred based on preference and societal position is now

being seen as a disadvantage to be corrected. This recidivistic

approach by the PPP has prompted some to call for an enquiry

into something they see as criminal.

It seems because things are being run by the PPP, they are

removing all vestiges of that domination in every aspect.

It behooves me to think that the PPP is so sinister in their

mode of thinking that they would embark on removing career

civil servants based only on race, when most have no political

aspirations that would be counter-productive to the smooth func-

tioning of the party’s operation. If this action is not arrested it

would mean that every new government is privy to the same

behaviour of removing all Guyanese workers from their earned

positions, especially when and if they are not of the dominating

race of the party in power.

C O M M E N TC O M M E N TC O M M E N TC O M M E N TC O M M E N TAAAAA RRRRR YYYYY

Patrick Barker
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Diaspora Disappointed
with government

The Christopher Columbus Myth -

By Guyanese-born Dr. Ivan Van Sertima

Following its victory in the May 11, 2015 election,

Guyanese in the Diaspora were ecstatic as they congratulated

the new government, especially Mr. Granger on his elevation to

the Presidency. 

But it was not long after that the Coalition supporters in the

New York Diaspora became disappointed with the government

for not creating a Diaspora Department and appointing a Mem-

ber of Parliament for Diaspora Affairs as promised during the

elections campaign. The release of the oil contract last Decem-

ber after a year it was signed has caused many in the Diaspora

to be upset. They, including some oil and  gas  experts in the

Diaspora like several prominent persons and organizations at

home, including the privately-owned Kaieteur News have raised

serious concerns about the Production Sharing Agreement be-

tween the Government and ExxonMobil.

Guyanese in the Diaspora, including supporters of the PNC

are truly upset that the Government had signed such a lopsided

oil contract that would benefit the company more than the people

of Guyana. They claimed that the government was already un-

der fire for not releasing the contract which in their view, is a

horrible document in which Guyana would receive only two

percent royalty and a 50/50 share in profit after all legitimate

expenses are deducted by ExxonMobil. They are concerned

that the government has absolutely no system in place at the

moment to verify what constitutes legitimate expenses. Many

have contended that without a single drop of oil being pumped,

it is ridiculous for ExxonMobil to saddle Guyana with a pre-

contract operations bill for US$460 million, while it offered the

government a meager US$18 million signing bonus.

According to the Diaspora community, the government is

bent on making costly mistakes because it knew that its nego-

tiators lacked the talent, skill-sets and experience to negotiate

such a contract with the U.S. oil giant, ExxonMobil. There are

several highly qualified Guyanese in the diaspora who were willing

to offer their services free of cost, but they were not consulted.

The government has even refused help from international

oil and gas experts to renegotiate the contract.

Many in the Diaspora have resented the black-mailing of

Guyana by ExxonMobil which has brazenly stated that any at-

tempt by the government to renegotiate the contract would make

Guyana look terrible; and it would turn away investors because

they would see that the country is not a stable place to do busi-

ness. They are offended that some ministers in the government

have publicly declared that the contract is good for Guyana and

that the people should be appreciative of it. They feel that the

government should heed the advice of the IMF to close the

fiscal loopholes in the contract in order to secure greater rev-

enues for Guyana from its oil resource.

In fact, the IMF has confirmed that Guyana did not get its

fair share because the terms offered in the contract are gener-

ous to ExxonMobil and would reduce Guyana’s share of the

profit. The IMF has concluded that Guyana should have con-

sulted with other countries that have already entered into con-

tractual agreements with ExxonMobil before negotiating the

contract. This  view  is shared by several international oil ex-

perts who believe that the contract is one of the worst ever

negotiated between a conglomerate and a country in the mod-

ern era.

If ever there is an ideal time for the government to review

the contract it is now. But instead of recognizing their mistakes

On the face of it, it seems that the government is pursuing a

strategy which, at its best, is tantamount to miscarriage of the

economy and at its worst, is politically incoherent. The adminis-

tration seems oblivious to the fact that the economy is ailing and

is in dire need of medicine to cure it and turn it around.

Since taking office three years ago in May 2015, the gov-

ernment has passed four budgets for a total amount of almost

one trillion dollars. With each budget came the projection of a

growth rate by the Minister of Finance, but all his projections

have fallen short because the economy did not perform as ro-

bustly as was expected. While a 2.1 percent growth rate for

2017 was positive, it was below what was projected, and is the

lowest growth rate Guyana has seen in decades.

In 2015, Minister Jordan had predicted an economic

growth rate of 3.4 percent but only a 3 percent growth rate was

achieved. In 2016, he forecast a growth rate of 4.4 percent but

a 2.6 percent growth rate was realized. And in 2017, a more

optimistic Finance Minister projected a growth rate of 3.8 per-

cent, but the economy grew at 2.1 percent.

The Minister recently confirmed what many in the business

community already knew – that the economy is in serious trouble

and that it is expected to grow at less than two percent this

year.

The government, particularly the Finance Ministry, has faced

much criticism from the opposition for failing to do proper growth

projections. Instead of accepting responsibility for the poor

performance of the economy, the government has blamed its

predecessor. But it is also unfortunate that the opposition is naïve

enough to believe that it has some magical solution or is imbued

with such wizardry that the economy would improve under a

PPP government.

The time for the blame game has long passed. It is a self-

destructive exercise that our politicians have nurtured, instead

of trying to find real solutions to boost the economy for the sake

of all of us. But make no mistake, it is the government and not

the opposition that is responsible for the economic problem the

country is in.

The government has been illusive for the past few years

and in many instances this has been occasioned by its inability

to  diversify , transform and restructure the economy. Not only

has the government fallen asleep, but it seems that it has be-

come completely disengaged from the process necessary to

improve the economy.

The truth is, regardless of which political party has gov-

erned the country over the last 50 years, they have inexplicably

failed to diversify. The economic problems facing the country

are real and will not be overcome by talking or maintaining the

status quo. A consensus has to be generated and subscribed to

by all stakeholders to rescue the economy and  See page......11

and taking responsibility for their actions, several ministers have

heaped praise on ExxonMobil. Such attitude is typical of the

last administration, which was obsessed with power and too

arrogant to accept responsibility. That said, members of the

Diaspora have called for a renegotiation or at least for the gov-

ernment to close the loop-holes in the contract mentioned by

the IMF. But it seems that the government has tunnel-vision and

would have none of it. In fact, the government has made it clear

that it has absolutely no intention to renegotiate the contract.

Members of the Diaspora are disappointed with the govern-

ment.

MISCARRIAGE OF THE ECONOMY
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(Continued from cover page) Ward Howe called for Mother’s Day to

be celebrated each year in order to encourage pacifism and

disarmament amongst women. It continued to be held in Bos-

ton for about ten years under her sponsorship, but died out

after that.

In 1907, Anna Jarvis held a private Mother’s Day cel-

ebration in memory of her mother, Ann Jarvis, in Grafton, West

Virginia. Ann Jarvis had organized “Mother’s Day Work Clubs”

to improve health and cleanliness in the area where she lived.

Anna Jarvis launched a quest for Mother’s Day to be more

widely recognized. Her campaign was later financially supported

by John Wanamaker, a clothing merchant from Philadelphia.

In 1908, she was instrumental in arranging a service in the

Andrew’s Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West Vir-

ginia, which was attended by 407 children and their mothers.

The church has now become the International Mother’s Day

Shrine. It is a tribute to all mothers and has been designated as

a National Historic Landmark.

Mother’s Day has become a day that focuses on generally

recognizing mothers’ and mother figures’ roles. Mother’s Day

has also become an increasingly important event for businesses

in recent years. This is particularly true of restaurants and busi-

nesses manufacturing and selling cards and gift items.

 

Like the United States of America, Mother’s Day in other

parts of the world is a day for many people to show their ap-

preciation towards mothers and mother figures.

Mother’s Day is celebrated in different countries, includ-

ing China where carnations are popular Mother’s Day presents.

Some groups in Samoa organize elaborate song and dance per-

formances throughout the country. They celebrate the contribu-

tions that mothers make to Samoan society.

Mother’s Day falls on different days depending on the coun-

tries where it is celebrated. It is held on the second Sunday of

May in many countries, such as Australia, Canada and the

United States. It is held exactly three weeks before Easter Sun-

day in the United Kingdom. Sundays are usually non-school

and non-working days in those countries.

Mother’s Day is an annual public holiday in countries such

as Costa Rica (August 15, the same day as Assumption Day);

Georgia (March 3); Samoa (second Monday of May); and

Thailand (August 12). Restaurants and cafes may be busier than

usual as some people take their mothers out for a treat.

                         

Early Mother’s Day celebrations can be dated back to the

spring celebrations to honor Rhea, the Mother of the gods in

ancient Greek civilization, according to some sources.

Later, Mothering was celebrated in the United Kingdom

as a traditional day for people to visit the church where they

were baptized.

A Mother’s Day International Association was founded in

1912 in order to promote the Observance in other countries.

Mother’s Day has grown increasingly popular since then.

Many people believe that Mother’s Day is now largely too

commercialized, with card companies, flower shops, jewelry

stores, gift shops, restaurants, hotels, and department stores

advertising promotions and special deals for the event....Anna

Jarvis had unsuccessfully filed a lawsuit to stop the over-com-

mercialization of Mother’s Day.

There are various ways to show an appreciation for moth-

ers and mother figures on Mother’s Day. They include white

carnations, which Anna Jarvis asked to be the official symbol

for the day, as well as the International Mother’s Day Shrine.

This shrine is dedicated to the preservation of motherhood. The

structure is listed on the National Register of Historic Places in

the United States. It is located together with a museum at Grafton,

West Virginia, and aims to preserve, promote and develop the

spirit of motherhood.

Guyanese see the management of re-
sources through different
lens than most politicians

(Continued from cover page) exploration exercise in secrecy, like-

wise Bharrat Jagdeo and Donald Ramator kept the populace in

the dark but are now calling for transparency, involvement, and

accountability acts.

When they were in government they denied the people and

Opposition. Nothing is wrong with noting their double stan-

dards and duly reminding them, but political growth requires

doing away with acts and practices that have proven inimical to

good governance and the people’s well-being.

The benefits that will flow from oil and gas must be for all,

not some. It must cut across ethnicity, political association, class,

creed and geography. We are once again reminded of this, more

so the politicians, by Parrado of the need to develop laws built

on full consensus- i.e. with the involvement of government, op-

position and civil society- and ensuring the money flowing from

this industry is not misused.

I along with others, including the man and woman in the

street, have been calling on the Coalition Government for a simi-

lar approach and not to repeat the errant acts of their prede-

cessors in the handling of this matter.

We are yet to see a national outreach, akin to what was

utilised in the nationalisation of sugar and bauxite, where the

government, political opposition, stakeholders and masses were

involved in constant discussions that shaped the country’s posi-

tion via laws and move toward implementation of decisions.

Outside of the sugar and bauxite industries, the oil and gas in-

dustry will be of similar consequence at this time of our devel-

opment. Instead of an inclusionary approach we are witnessing

elite fora to discussion issues on the industry where only the rich

and privilege can attend. This is an unacceptable approach by

the government whose authority to govern came from the masses

and to whom they must always remember they are accountable

to and must govern in the interest of.

 Already there are signs that the 2020 General and Re-

gional Elections will be more about who must be elected to

office to oversee the management of the   See page................12

MOTHER’S DAY ELSEWHERE

 EARLIER OBSERVATIONS

SYMBOLS

       ***********

It is important

to honor mothers and guardians.

It is a privilege

for us to acknowledge

the essential preference

of a mother’s presence

Mother’s Day Greetings

with the deepest of feelings.

____________________
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‘Will-power is the key to success.
Successful people strive no matter what

they feel by applying their will to
overcome apathy, doubt or fear’

Guyana would not need ExxonMobil
if it eliminates fuel smuggling

_______________________

It is believed that if fuel smuggling was to be eliminated

overnight, there will be two major implications for Guyana. The

first is that there would be long lines for petrol throughout the

country. So much fuel is believed to be smuggled into Guyana

that any sudden curtailment of this activity would cause major

economic disruptions and lead to a shortage of petrol on the

market.

The second implication is that the Guyana Revenue Au-

thority would see a significant rise in revenues. This is how great

it is believed fuel smuggling is in Guyana.

The Guyana Revenue Authority (GRA) and the Guyana

Energy Authority both need to be called to account in relation

to fuel smuggling. Both have failed to curtail the incidence of fuel

smuggling, with many persons believing that it has gotten far

worse, rather than better, since the introduction of the fuel-mark-

ing system.

The Guyana Revenue Authority has made only occasional

inroads into fuel smuggling. A few cases have been made, but

this has failed to break what many believe is a massive fuel smug-

gling ring undertaken as part of organized crime.

One of the handicaps facing the GRA is the decision to

have placed the management of the fuel-marking system under

the Guyana Energy Authority. The original plan was to have a

multi-agency body deal with this aspect, since each agency

would act as a check against corruption in the other agencies.

This has not happened, and this has led to incidents whereby

the fuel-marking system has been compromised.

A forensic audit conducted on the Guyana Energy Authority

(GEA) uncovered major problems with the fuel-marking sys-

tem. The audit found that the Fuel Marking Division of GEA

had a weak internal control system. It found that responsibility

for ordering, storing, dispensing and reconciling fuel-marking

concentrates being limited to three persons.

It also discovered that there was a lack of proper valida-

tion of fuel-marking reports for bulk fuel. The audit found that

many of these reports were not independently validated. It also

uncovered problems with respect to the handling of markers for

duty-free fuel.

Reports in the media suggest that private companies and

individuals have been granted licences to import fuel. This should

never have been allowed given the risks involved. Fuel impor-

tation has to be tightly controlled because of safety and revenue

considerations.

When both risks are considered, the importation of fuel

should have been restricted to the main petroleum-importing

companies – Rubis, Sol and Guyoil. No one else should be

allowed to import fuel. The government will find that it is much

easier to exercise controls on these large companies than hav-

ing to do so with additional importers.

The second major implication of the overnight elimination

of smuggling is in terms of its impact on government revenues.

The tax coffers of the GRA would swell considerably if all those

who are presently smuggling fuel pay their fair share of taxes.

In fact, if this happens, there would be no need for that ‘chicken

feed’ money which Guyana will receive from Exxon Mobil.

By: Peeping Tom

Guyana can earn more in revenues from smuggled fuel than it

would from Guyana’s take of profit oil based on production of

120,000 barrels.

The level of fuel smuggling is believed to constitute an act

of organized crime. It is something that the Special Organized

Crime Unit (SOCU) and the State Asset Recovery Unit should

have been paying attention to, rather than devoting their efforts

to trying to create an offence out of someone not selling a prop-

erty at market value.

SOCU should try selling a property today. It will find that

very few buyers are willing to pay market value for properties.

The market is sluggish. The unit established to fight organized

crime has also ignored the value which developers add to prop-

erty and the multiplier effect of developing an undeveloped as-

set.

In the meantime, the GRA and the GEA need to tighten up

on fuel smuggling. They must not act prematurely, as one case

seems to suggest, in making arrests. A person cannot be deemed

to be smuggling unless they would have done some act to have

illegally brought the fuel onshore. This is basic criminal law.

The GRA and the GEA need help to close the loopholes

which are being exploited by fuel smugglers. The first step would

be to revamp the fuel-making system by either placing it under

multi-agency control as was originally planned or having the

fuel marked prior to importation, with the option of local mark-

ing only for duty-free fuel. The second would be to stop issuing

new licences for fuel importation, and to indicate that existing

licences, other than those of the large oil companies, would not

be renewed when they expire. That should give the GEA and

the GRA greater control.

Mother’s Day is celebrated all around the world. It seems

to be a universal thing that cultures put a day aside each year to

celebrate the act of motherhood. To pay tribute both to the

miracle of birth and to the special woman who performed that

miracle: your mother. However not everywhere celebrates

Mother’s Day on the same ‘Mothering Sunday’ as the UK.

There are different Mother’s

Day celebrations globally. The most

common alternative date is the sec-

ond Sunday in May. This is the

American date.

For whatever reason, possibly

a wish to disassociate themselves

from British traditions, the pilgrim

fathers who first travelled to

America didn’t seem to take Mothering Sunday with them.

Centuries later, in 1908, Mrs Anna Jarvis set up Mother’s Day

as the Americans know it today, for the second Sunday in May.

In 1914 she was successful, and since then this has been the

date of Mother’s Day in America - and beyond.

Mothers are not rare to find. Good mothers are. Have you

ever wondered what goes on to make a good mother?

It is a pertinent question whose answer cannot be con-

tained within a few words. Mothers comprise of a bundle of

emotions that sometimes defy reason. So this goes out to all

the mothers who have kept awake all night with their sick tod-

dlers in their arms, constantly uttering those compassionate

words, “It’s OK honey, Mommy’s here.”

For all the mothers who run carpools and make cookies

and sew Halloween costumes. And all the   See page..........15

International Mother’s Day
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When a magistrate assumes power beyond his realm
By: Adam Harris

Power is something that must be controlled. In countries

where an individual enjoys unbridled power, then that person

does things that would see him being deemed a dictator. The

world has its share of dictators.

There are people in positions of power in every sphere of

national life, but many of them recognize that power is not to be

abused. Just recently we were regaled by accusations of sexual

harassment by people who were in positions of power.

William ‘Bill’ Cosby is before the courts for using his posi-

tion to have sex with many women, many of them without their

consent. There was the Hollywood big wig, Harvey Weinstein,

who caused a whole new movement to be fashioned. He had a

field day with many women, to the point that he was fired.

In Guyana, politicians and judicial officers enjoy immense

power. Because of this power, some of them have been able to

enrich themselves beyond their wildest dreams. There was one

magistrate who had touts operating outside the court.

The person being prosecuted would meet with the tout

who in turn would send a signal to the magistrate. More often

than not the prosecuted gets a sentence that is far from com-

mensurate with the crime. Sometimes cases are dismissed, leav-

ing the plaintiff bewildered.

But not in all cases is the power used to enrich the person

on the bench. Sometimes this power leads to excesses in the

dispensation of justice.

I happened upon a case that ended this week with a driver,

Owen Greene, being sentenced to one month jail for declining

to pay compensation to the plaintiff. He was charged with care-

less driving, a charge that does not attract a jail sentence.

The evidence was that the defendant was driving a truck

along the East Bank Demerara Public Road heading to the city.

A woman identified as Larissa McDonald was heading in the

same direction. One report suggested that the woman over-

took the truck then there was a collision.

I am not at liberty to suggest that the woman caused it,

even though she cut in front of the truck. In the end the matter

reached the magistrate’s court. The truck driver was charged

because he struck the vehicle in front of him.

When I spoke with him he said that he could not afford to

be heading to court as often as he would be required to, so he

opted to plead guilty. The magistrate, to his credit, asked for an

explanation and when he got it, he changed the plea to not guilty.

This was some time last year. The case ended on Tuesday

when the magistrate said that he found the defendant guilty.

The law stipulates that on conviction, the defendant is liable to a

fine of no less than $25,000 and no more than $40,000. That

was understood, but the magistrate decided to extrapolate. He

decided to add a jail term to a conviction that carried none.

Greene told me that after the accident, he suggested to

Ms. McDonald that he repair her vehicle. The magistrate inter-

vened and suggested that no such thing should happen. Greene

suggested that his insurance should take control of the situation.

He went so far as to encourage Ms. McDonald to ensure

the maximum claim from his insurance. As was expected, his

insurance company compensated the woman. So there they were

in court and the magistrate asked Greene whether he was pre-

pared to compensate the woman.

Indeed, to have the insurance company compensate the

woman then ask the defendant to compensate her is double

jeopardy. It is not within the remit of the magistrate to demand

compensation. The plaintiff could make an application to the

court, but it is not for the magistrate to suggest any such thing.

Power does strange things to people. It makes them be-

lieve that they can distort the rules and apply their distortion

according to their whims and fancy. Last December he threat-

ened one Leroy Bagot with jail if he did not compensate the

plaintiff. Who gave him that right?

Bagot was as scared of jail as most people are that he paid

the compensation.

So there is Greene in court trying to explain that his insur-

ance company compensated the woman and that he should not.

Using his immense power, the magistrate told him that failure to

pay the compensation would land him in jail. So Greene was

sent to jail on a conviction that did not carry a term of imprison-

ment.

He has appealed, but while that was happening his wife

panicked and raced to pay the compensation demanded by the

court. So Greene goes to court for refusing to pay the compen-

sation, however Ms. McDonald gets the compensation any-

how. Greene was now going to serve a jail term despite paying

the compensation.

Had the situation not been so serious it would have been

comedic. The situation does not end there. Greene appealed

and the person to grant the appeal was the very magistrate who

sent him to jail. This magistrate then fixes bail pending appeal.

I am a law-abiding citizen, but in some cases I have to

comment on the actions of those entrusted with the interpreta-

tion of the law. I remember doing so when Justice B.S. Roy

granted an ex parte injunction against a car dealer when the

man was within the precincts of the court.

The next thing I knew was a clerk of Justice Roy’s court

calling to inform me that the judge wanted to see me. I thought

that it was a social call, so I turned up to meet the judge. No

sooner had I entered the court than the court was called into

session and I was told that I was on contempt charges. I was

lured to the court by deception.

I faced the trial knowing that there are no appeals against

contempt charges and that the judge was the sole arbiter. I was

sure I was heading to jail. It turned out otherwise because my

lawyer agreed that I write an apology. The irony was that I was

not allowed to report on what transpired during the trial. Such

is power.

I also remember the same judge inviting Freddie Kissoon

to meet with him but given my experience, Kissoon never ap-

peared, so he faced no charge.

Will this magistrate invite me for my comments of his han-

dling of the case? I think not.

(Continued from page.....8) drag the country out of its quag-

mire.

The failure of the government to turn the economy around

is as plain as night versus day. It is borrowing and spending like

there is no tomorrow, with no vision on the way forward or

policies being implemented to correct the situation. Then, we

have the public and private sectors that are not in tune with the

necessity to raise productivity levels. And we have a govern-

ment that is arrogant and elitist and appears unwilling to put the

concerns of the people ahead of egos and personal interests.

And contrary to popular opinion, it is not only the government

to be blamed. We, the people, are equally culpable.

____________________

MISCARRIAGE OF THE ECONOMY
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Ethno-Racial Rebellion and Party Politics in Guyana: A Caution to the Coalition

“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health of

himself and of his family.....”

 "Emancipate yourself from mental slavery,"

because "None but ourselves can free our minds"

Much has been done in Guyana since 2015
but passed unnoticed by many people...

Minister of Social Cohesion is interested
in ‘on the ground’ approach to developing

National Unity.

By: Dr. David Hinds

In a previous column I argued that democracy in Guyana

is constantly undermined by our ethnic problem, which unfortu-

nately manifests itself in racial terms.

Our two ethnic groups behave as historical enemies with a

long history of antagonism, which is most pronounced at the

level of politics and economics. But make no mistake, that eco-

nomic and political competition is a consequence of a larger

problem that has over the decades been nurtured and exploited,

first by the colonial power and later by our post-independence

leaderships.

However, it is not entirely true to argue, as many people

do, that the problem lies with the politicians; that were it not for

politics our major ethnic groups would live in harmony.

Leaders exploit what is already alive among the people—

the leaders arise from the ranks of the people and often articu-

late the silent and not so silent ethnic insecurities and fears of the

people. It is for that reason that we have not been able to “solve”

our racial problems. In fact, part of our difficulty in Guyana is

that some well-meaning “non-racial” people set out to solve the

problem, only to be frustrated when the people ignore their rea-

soning.

Today I want to posit that despite our rigid ethno-racial-

ism, the two ethnic groups have from time to time rebelled against

their ethnic parties when those parties went too far down the

road of authoritarianism while in Government, and when they

failed to be militant enough while in opposition. We have seen

that in the cases of the WPA in the 1970s and 1980s and the

AFC over the last decade. Both parties evolved within the con-

text of runaway authoritarianism by the PNC and PPP respec-

tively.

The WPA case is unique, in that important sections of both

ethnic groups rebelled simultaneously and the WPA, represent-

ing the fusion of time, place, personality and politics, was able

to tap into that rebellion which almost toppled the status-quo.

The WPA had the capacity to capture the energies of the

moment, and took it as far as it could, in the face of extreme

State and Party repression. The other uniqueness of the WPA’s

case is that the rebellion was not electoral, as was the case with

the AFC.

Hence the question—how would the WPA have performed

electorally in free and fair elections at the height of its popularity

in the late 1970s to about mid to late 1980s? What we do

know is that in 1992 it was roundly rejected by the very masses

who had rallied under the party’s “multiracial banner.”

The lesson from the WPA case is that in ethnically divided

societies like Guyana, moments of ethnic rebellion are tempo-

rary. The WPA may have made the fatal mistake of believing

that its multi-racial following was permanent; that it had taken

Guyana to a post-racial place.

Note, the WPA’s entry into the political arena occurred

within the context of heightened authoritarianism by the then

PNC government which, as it turned out, mistakenly thought

that its lock on African Guyanese loyalty was permanent. Hence

it was shocked when the WPA quickly developed a strong fol-

lowing among the African Guyanese masses and within key state

institutions like the military and public service.

Some Burnhamist loyalists to this day hate the WPA for

undermining a “Black Government.” What they fail to realize is

that the WPA was both a product and a catalyst for an ethnic

rebellion within the African Guyanese community that resulted

from the over-reach of a government they voted for. The WPA

was able to merge that African Guyanese rebellion with a simi-

lar Indian Guyanese rebellion against the PPP for being too soft

on the PNC regime. It is that merger that makes the WPA stand

out in the trajectory of Guyanese post-colonial politics.

History would repeat itself three decades later when sec-

tions of African Guyanese rebelled against the PNC and voted

for the AFC in 2006. Unlike the WPA case, there was not a

simultaneous rebellion among Indian Guyanese. This latter oc-

curred in 2011, by which time the African Guyanese rebels had

returned to the ethnic fold with the PNC being part of APNU

partnership. Like the PNC in the 1970s, the PPP was shocked

that Indian Guyanese had rebelled—it obviously thought that

that group’s loyalty was permanent.

I have penned today’s column as a caution to the Coalition

Government to pay attention to history and sociology of ethnicity

in Guyana. The AFC and its Coalition partners may be in for a

shock if they believe that the multi-ethnic vote of 2011 and 2015

is permanent. And the PNC may be in for a bigger shock if it

interprets African Guyanese ethno-racial identification with the

government as guaranteed electoral support in 2020.

The Burnham government was much more grounded in

the African Guyanese ethnic consciousness, yet significant sec-

tions rebelled against it. This government is not as authoritarian

as the Burnham government was, but there are growing signs

that it is cut from the same cloth.

(Continued from page.........9) new industry as against what

programmes, policies and laws will be put in place to ensure the

holistic well-being of the people. This guerilla desire to secure

the reins of government will make these elections tumultuous

and bitter. Shrewdness requires taking the approach of the in-

ternational experts of repute and masses to avoid what is po-

tentially leading up to be bitter political clashes, and opportuni-

ties to exploit our resources not in the interest of the people.

There is sincere hope that these experts advise, which we

have the benefit of us through the media, are heeded by the

Government who sought them out and invited them here.

Guyanese see the management of
resources through different
lens than most politicians

____________________

CSJAD supports
Guyana’s 52nd Independence celebration in

New York from May 20, June 3-10, 2018



Like many Canadians I was horrified on hearing about the

van attack in Toronto, and sprang into action by posing my

overworked questions- Who and Why?  As the nation and

world join in sympathy with Toronto following the senseless

loss of human lives in the recent van ramming carnage, one can-

not help but remark with great concern at the familiar pattern

that plays out without fail after incidents of such a nature.   

The facts stand clear and the acts even clearer, that all

along the perpetrator 25 year old Alex Minassian was sending

cues and cries for help, all of which went totally unnoticed and

utterly disregarded. Plainly put there was a checklist of danger

signs. Of course no one individual or agency would accept any

degree of responsibility.   Instead a not-so new name has been

added to the blame game—“The Incel Rebellion.”

Incel stands for involuntary celibate, and is not a recog-

nized medical condition in its own right. It is also not an orga-

nized militant

group, but an

ideal developed

by the Incel

Movement, an

online commu-

nity of men

bonded by their

inability to con-

vince women to have sex with them.  

In 2014 Elliot

Rodger a student at the University of California at Santa Bar-

bara, a self-identified incel went on a killing spree, killing six

people before taking his own life. In the wake was left a pro-

tracted statement that described his frustration at his inability to

find a girlfriend, his hatred of women and his resentment of

people in couples, particularly interracial pairs. In 2015, 26 year

old Chris Harper a community college student in Oregon killed

nine people before taking his own life.

Although the killer’s special disabilities have not been re-

vealed, his peers nevertheless report that while attending

Thornlea Secondary School in Thornhill, Ontario, he was in a

“special needs” class, was never heard speaking any English,

seemed to constantly rub his head or handstand; was known to

meow like a cat and try to bite people.  In fact one source who

graduated in 2009 reports as follow: “I didn’t know if he could

speak at all”.  “He would just make noises. He behaved as

someone trying to act like a cat.

Another classmate in the same Grade 10 class as Minassian

recalls the following, “He would also open his shirt and spit on

himself in the middle of class.” He is not known to have had any

friends and was basically what one may call a loner, preferring

to live in his own world. One is then left to wonder as to what

type of report would emerge from those who were entrusted in

steering his already skewered educational path, seeing that the

school was staffed and resourced to provide appropriate spe-

cial education for students with special needs.  Despite occu-

pying a human body, Minassian acted and behaved like a mem-

ber of the feline specie.

Of striking note, is the fact that he attended Seneca Col-

lege in Ontario from 2011-2018, and here again students re-

ported that he had mental issues. Ironically the college campus

is just a few kilometres shy of the mass murder site at Yonge

Street and Finch Avenue. Are we to conclude that the students

were the only ones who noticed a deviation from normalcy? By

whom was his academic performance and conduct monitored?

A Canadian National Defence spokesperson reported in

Vice News that Minassian became a member of the Canadian

Armed Forces from August 23 to October 25, 2017 but failed

to complete recruit training, and requested voluntary release 16

days after commencement of training. Another aspect that

abounds in the cases of mass killings is that the killer was a

loner. Also frequently heard is that these individuals were

marginalized, not accepted by their peers and not well-liked in

general.  In the case of Alexandre Bissonette the young man

who murdered six Muslim men in a Quebec City mosque in

January 2017, he was bullied and intimidated mercilessly in

school, and the Columbine shooters Eric Harris and Dylan

Klebold were loners.

In the wake of this senseless killing the same picture and

pattern emerges, although the city of Toronto and its experts

struggle to make some sense of it all and pinpoint a veritable

diagnosis.

Newspaper reports initially stated that in 2009 his mother

stated that her son Alex Minassian was suffering from Aspergers

syndrome, a form of autism. The respective agency lost no time

in educating the public at large that to state that Asperger’s

syndrome may cause an individual to behave in this manner is

false at best, and very harmful to a large number of individuals.

Autism does not typically cause violence or motivate an indi-

vidual to drive a rented Ryder van into pedestrians on a crowded

city street. Most importantly, they claim the public should be

better informed about the array of amazing and unique indi-

viduals who have ASD.

Pray tell is the diagnosis really Incel, as a lack of clarity

abounds as to where the killer really fits into the online commu-

nities of anti-feminist trolls? Or is Incel being used as a scape-

goat for untreated mental illness? If the diagnosis is to be ac-

cepted, it simply means that intelligence and policing agencies

need to be more vigilant in monitoring the online activities of

these self-acclaimed Incel adherents. Although the suspect in

this horrific killing may not qualify for the nomenclature terror-

ist, he nevertheless did things that were very concerning, and

which were not addressed. While only a small fraction of men-

tally ill people are violent, they are however more likely to carry

out acts of violence if they are not being treated-hospitalized or

medicated- for their mental illness. Psychologists studying the

Incel movement have suggested it can be linked to existing mental

illness including post-traumatic stress disorder and paedophilia.

The displayed behaviors of the killer ran the gamut from

feline, to assinine to punishment that should be condign. Perpe-

trators of violence do not commit their dastardly acts because

of any one single factor, and on the issue of mental health it is

blatantly apparent that every single part of the system was bro-

ken. The simplest remedial measure is that we need to take

mental illness seriously.

Basically, every angle that you can think of for looking at

the system for getting someone care for mental illness is essen-

tially broken. Absolutely no one saw this motive coming, there

are a series of antecedents that we must pay careful attention to

if a recurrence in another city or province is to be averted. Incel

has now claimed the suspect as one of their own, and there

may be others being home grown.
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By: Yvonne Sam

The Van Carnage:–Misogny is not all there is to see
…. It’s Implicit — Mental Health we must Revisit..

The Attack is a Shame but is the perpetrator the only one

to Blame? The writing was clearly on the wall. But then

again it was whose call?

Will our political Leaders fail to

inspire the nation and not capitalize

on a more progressive era for guyana

Police officers stand near covered bodies after van attack
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SARA will be branded corrupt

Two African rights icons are ousted
by a government run by a party

that gets its embrace from
African Guyanese.

I was somewhat amused to read that SARA is on the verge

of launching an anti-corruption campaign under the theme “cor-

ruption is everybody’s business.” The reason given for the cam-

paign is “to raise awareness of corruption in Guyana”.

This is funny! This has to be the understatement of the year.

Who does not know that corruption is rampant? The acronym

SARA itself is indicative of the existence of corruption in Guyana.

As I read I wonder what or who awoke SARA from its

hibernation. I thought of SARA’s first anniversary and perceived

this outing to be a celebration for same. When I saw the names

and portfolios of the speakers- I had a Eureka moment.

Whenever one sees designation such as “British High Com-

missioner” and “ Anti-corruption Advisor, United Nations Of-

fice on Drugs and Crime”, one is likely to be reminiscent of Anil

Nandlall’s phrase, ”Massa cracked his whip, the coalition could

not dither” when Nagamootoo was gerrymandering with his

Constitutional consultative Bill last year.

I believe that Anil’s phrase is 100 percent relevant here. If

the call for this forum did not come from these two overseas

entities, SARA would not have flinched a muscle from its hiber-

nating cave. Now that the dust has settled on Friday’s pro-

ceedings “corruption is everybody’s business” will be dead and

decayed, just as Nagamootoo’s “Constitutional consultative Bill”.

The poor turnout is expressive of the populace lack of con-

fidence and belief that anything good will follow to stop corrup-

tion in Guyana.

I understand and respect the United Nations adviser and

the British show of solidarity for the Guyanese people by get-

ting SARA to put up a show. I am of the belief that indepen-

dence is the worst thing that could have happened for this country.

Don’t call me unpatriotic! Look back from 1966. Have you

seen the poor benefiting from independence? I think not. Look

at the politicians!

After 50 years of independence we still lack what we had

lacked then. Have you ever seen anyone digging to find oil with

a shovel? From the 1990s the politicians start begging the for-

eigners to come back for the said resources that the politicians

had told us they were taking away and they are sharing the

spoils with these companies.

Look at the giveaway in the PSA the present coalition signed

with Exxon Mobil as a classic example! It is reported that Rob-

ert P made hay with BaiShanLin. The Maharajahs of Pradoville

One and Pradoville Two did their evil things too.

All the poor people of this country ever wanted were jobs; a

chance to work, earn and have a decent life in peace and secu-

rity. Successive political administrations since independence

failed to deliver anything close to that.

Would the Venezuelans have ever thought of laying claim

to our territory had we remained a British protectorate? I think

not. No one is born a patriot. Patriots are bred by a country

showing its citizens care and respect. Squandering a Country’s

resources and showing no concern to matters that will affect the

people as stipulated in Article 13 of the constitution, are not

conducive to a breeding ground for patriots.

Independence has been nothing less than a millstone around

the necks of the poor, but a prized jewel to the politicians.

The Coalition has amassed its fair share of atrocities under

the banner of corruption in three years- there

was D’Urban Park, drug bond, constitutional violations- all of

which pale in comparison to the giveaway to Exxon embedded

in the PSA.

Dr. Thomas recently said “There is no single case that we

have ever pursued that has not been referred to us either by

another criminal agency … or a government department.” On

the following Tuesday Thomas said that SARA is looking at

over 50 cases – more than half of which involve land and build-

ings and all of which were reported to the agency.

“Remember, we can only pursue a case after it has been re-

ported to us.”

He emphasised that while the agency relies on citizens to

report cases, it is careful not to just follow wild or baseless

accusations. Friday it was “another CRIMINAL agency or a

Govt. department” that did the reporting. By Tuesday it was

emphasised that the agency relies on CITIZENS to report cases.

Clive Thomas shifted SARA’s goal post in five days and

identified SARA as “another CRIMINAL agency” that does

not institute criminal proceedings. Funny! SARA will never be

able to recover its cost and will be branded the word it was

intended to curb. Corruption.

By: Rudolph

____________________

The U.S.A low cost carrier, JetBlue, which has indicated

its interest in expanding into the Guyana market, is closer to

making a decision, according to local media reports. The Guyana

ministry of foreign affairs, without naming the airline, has also

indicated that talks are still ongoing and that JetBlue will soon

send a delegation to Guyana on a fact finding mission.

JetBlue is reportedly concerned with facilities, security and

fuel. The cost of jet fuel has been an ongoing issue for airlines

servicing Georgetown; however, jet fuel price has dropped and

that should satisfy the airlines.

According state media, foreign affairs minister, Carl

Greenidge, noted at the conclusion of a parliamentary tour of

Georgetown’s Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA) on

Friday that the executives of a “particular airline” had approached

government officials in Miami and indicated an interest in oper-

ating in Guyana.”

According to the Guyana Chronicle, Greenidge said that

“the interested airline’s team is looking at the traffic and facili-

ties, safety and fuel issues and will make a decision after acquir-

ing additional aircraft.”

With the imminent opening of a new and expanded CJIA

by December, more airlines are expected to enter the Guyana

market. American Airlines will commence service to Guyana in

December of this year to serve the business travellers and es-

pecially those who will work in the upcoming oil and gas sector

of Guyana. Airfares are set at US$900 roundtrip from Miami

and First/Business class at over US$4,000.

The foreign minister correctly pointed out, “If you have

good enough facilities and prices are reasonable, you will at-

tract demand,” and this means that more people will fly, which

will encourage more airlines to service Guyana.

Greenidge echoed what airline officials have said over and

over that there are issues pertaining to security that affect the

profitability of the airline and he noted that carriers are fined

and have to pay a heavy financial penalty.

By: Ray Chickrie

JetBlue Guyana decision imminent
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
emphasize that Suicide
cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a

collaborative and
broader approach...

THE ABSENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAKES CLAIMS OF DEMOCRACY IN GUYANA A BIG GIMMICK

NOTHING LESS WILL SUFFICE UNTIL THERE IS A REVOLUTION OF VALUES
 AND A MORE RADICAL RELOCATING OF POWER TO THE DISPOSSESSED

A Crisis of
Child Abuse in

Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

SUNDAY, MAY 13th

GEMS Int. Cultural Assoc. Inc: 5th Mother’s Day Brunch, ‘Hats

Off’ ft. Jay Harmony. At: Sts Peter & Paul Banquet Hall- 231

Milner Ave. Scarborough. From: 1:30 p.m. Music by Dj Dale.

Ticket info. Call: Charlene at 647-895-0795 or GT 416-751-2461;

SATURDAY, MAY 19th

St. Joseph’s High School Alumni US Chapter: Breakfast Morn-

ing. From: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. At: New Life Center of Truth-

2400 Snyder Ave., Bklyn, NY. Tickets: $25 adults; $12 kids. Call:

Beverley @ 347-557-5789 or Paula: 917-680-6277;

SATURDAY, MAY 19th

Linden Fund USA: Annual Breakfast Social, from 8:00 am-12 N.

At Woodbine Social Club, B/klyn, NY. A cultural show of dance

performances and a line-up of gospel, contemporary, and folk

songs. Adults: $25, Kids: $10. Call: Sammy at 646-831-1759.

SUNDAY, MAY 27th

Guyana Association of Georgia: Memorial Weekend annual cel-

ebration- Family Fun Day. From: 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. At:

Hallford Stadium- 3789 Memorial College Ave., Clarkson , GA.

Guests: Alison Hinds, Terry Gajraj etc. Music by: Dj Chigga. Call:

Carl at : 240-350-5879 or Claud: 770-335-9695.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16th

The Ex-Altar servers & The Guyana Mass Committee: Fund

Raising Dance. At St. Catherine of Genoa School Hall- 870 Al-

bany Ave., B/klyn., NY. Cost $20. Call: Francis at 917-586-2586

MONDAY, AUGUST 6th

Last Lap Lime- Annual community event. At: Woodbridge Fair-

grounds. From: 1 PM to 9 PM. Call: Gillian at- 647-216-7069.

InternationalInternationalInternationalInternationalInternational
Mother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s Day

(Continued from page.....10)    mothers who don’t.

For those who show up at work with milk stains on their

dress and diapers in their handbags.

For those mothers who cannot re-

strain tears from trickling down their

cheeks when they hold their babies for

the first time in their arms; and for

the mothers who give birth to babies

they’ll never see.

For the mothers who defy all odds

just to watch her kid perform and repeat

to themselves- ”That’s my child!!”

For all the mothers who read “Goodnight, Moon” twice a

night for a year, and then read it again. “Just one more time.”

For the mothers who incontinently turn their heads when

they hear the word Mom, even though they know that their kids

are nowhere around.

For the mothers who silently shed tears for their children

who have gone astray.

So, this is meant for all the young and aged mothers,

working mothers and housewives, married mothers and the

single mothers, those with money and without and for those

without whom life would have been insufferable. Wish you a

very Happy Mother’s Day!!


