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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

The Phagwah Parade at 30!
    In a raw and bitter winter a mira-
cle happened. The biting winds gave 
way to a clear and cloudless sky with 
warm temperatures. Liberty Avenue, 
in Queens New York, became the 
scene of revelry as magnifi cent fl oats, 
music, confetti and colored powder 
took over the streets. It was the 30th 
Annual Phagwah Parade and thou-
sands were out to celebrate it in style.

The Parade has become 
an institution. According to 
the New York Times, the 
Phagwah Parade ‘is the sin-
gle biggest street festival in 
Queens.’ What started with 
70 hardy souls has grown to 
become a much-loved event 
that attracts people from all 
parts of the world.

On a beautiful April day, 
New York’s fi nest, from its 
Desi group to the Police 
chief, led the Parade with 
pomp and ceremony that 
befi tted a royal celebration. 
Indeed, it was a power-hun-
gry Hindu King and his 
God-fearing son that tested 
the limits of divine endur-

are evident. The com-
munity responded in 
thousands, on a glorious 
day, to celebrate a grand 
Parade.

Co-Chair Naidoo 
Veerapen said, “The 
people have spoken-sev-
eral thousands of them. 
They are ready to 
support leaders who are 
bold enough to imple-
ment changes that will 

benefi t the maximum 
amount of our people. 
The Phagwah Parade 
Committee gave them 
a taste of the Parade in 
the warmer weather, and 
they loved it! I am proud 
to have been a part of 
this.”

Co-Chair Herman 
Singh was equally 
upbeat. He said that the 
streets of Richmond Hill 

were lined with bright 
smiles and cheerful 
colors and that every-
one had a great time. 
According to Herman, 
“We had a very large 
turnout. We had won-
derful participation and 
an incredible amount of 
spectators, and cultural 
resources from our com-
munity for the cultural 
show at the park.”

He added that people 
were in a festive mood 
and that more commu-
nity members chose to 
participate in the parade 
and that “it was really 
a nice mix of people. 

Special thanks to the 
NYPD, our donors, 
members of the Phag-
wah Parade Commit-
tee, performers and 
of course the general 
public.”

Romeo Hitlall, his 
wife Sandra, and their 
children Jasmine and 
Joshua have added 
to the glamor of the 
event. The Parade may 
have changed over the 
years but Dharmacha-
rya Pandit Ramlall has 
remained unshakeable in 
his courage and inspira-
tion. He said, “I want to 
thank everyone for turn-
ing out to a great Parade 
and to Mrs. Sandra 
Hitlall for driving me in 
an open top car every 
year. I offer my prayers 
for the well-being of the 
entire community.”  

ance and set in motion 
the triumph of good 
over evil.   

The Phagwah Parade 
Committee should be 
saluted for its dedica-
tion. It is comprised of 
persons that want to see 
a united Parade. The 
Ayra Spiritual Center 
and the Federation of 
Hindu Mandirs worked 
in unity and the results 

AN ASSET TO THE COMMUNITY: Bahens Vedo Basdeo,Tara Seetaram, Latchmin Kellawan, 
Rohini Thakoor, and Davi Lakhnath. 

Bhai Sagar, Naro Balli with Dharamacharya Pandit Ramlall celebrate in 
glorious sunshine.

Thanks to the NYPD for their incredible support. Members of the Phagwah Parade Committee on stage in Smokey Oval Park.

Thousands celebrate Holi in beautiful sunshine in Smokey Oval Park.


