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COMMUNITY
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Rev. Seopaul Singh has recently 
released a book on Guyana. He 

will launch it at the Starlite Pavil-
ion, in New York, on March 29, 
2018. It should be a welcome addi-
tion to the literature on Guyana and 
the Caribbean. 

Reverend Seopaul Singh

Public Service is His Life!

Seopaul has ac-
cumulated a wealth 
of experience in 
government and the 
civil service over the 
years. It would be 
accurate to say that 
he is one of the se-
nior state-persons in 
the Queens commu-
nity in New York.

Seopaul was born 
at Supply, Maha-
icony on the East 
Coast of Demerara 
in Guyana. His 
family had bought 
property in the area. 
Seopaul’s father is 
Mooni Singh and 
his mom is Boach 
Singh. Mooni was 
popularly known as 
Uncle Rattan. Seo-
paul is the seventh 
of eleven children. 
He attended Zesken-
deren Government 
School and later 
went to Ashram 
High School. This 
school has an inter-
esting history. 

It was founded by 
the Indian mission-
ary Pandit Ushar 
Bhode Arya, who 
was in Guyana at the 
time. Seopaul, and 
others, helped in the 
construction of the 
school and also in 
the recruitment of 
students. The school 
was located at 
Mortice, Mahaicony. 
Pandit Ushar Bhode 
and Shruti Kant 
had canvassed the 
area to examine the 
possibility of putting 
up a school there. 
Shruti Kant was the 
Principal of Guyana 
Oriental College at 
the time.

The Ashram 
School opened its 
doors in 1960 with 
around 250 students 
and it increased to 
300 in a few months. 
Seopaul did well in 
his new school. He 

international disaster 
and emergency man-
agement conferences in 
the Caribbean and the 
United States. Seopaul 
also organized training 
workshops, lectured to 
police recruits and mili-
tary cadets on emergen-
cy management, and has 
developed an integrated 

national disaster re-
sponse mechanism.

Seopaul left Guyana 
for America in 1991. He 
stayed with his brother 
Daya in Florida for a 
while after which he 
moved to New York. 
He continued to serve 
and was employed in 
the security fi eld by 
Morgan Stanley. He was 
to spend 18 years with 
Morgan Stanley. His 
experience in emergen-
cy management was put 
to good use as he taught 
anti-terrorism courses 
to security offi  cers in 

Manhattan.
As was pointed out 

earlier, Seopaul has 
written a book. The 
book traces the history 
of Indians in Guyana 
and looks at discrimina-
tion against them. The 
title of the publication is 
‘The Anatomy of Race 
Politics, Economics and 

Violence against Dias-
pora Indians.’ He hopes 
the the youths will read 
the book, will be edu-
cated about Indians, and 
that they will go on to 
make a contribution of 
their own.

Seopaul looks to the 
future with optimism. 
He would like to write 
more books on a variety 
of subjects, including 
poetry. He thanks those 
that have impacted 
his life. He became a 
Christian in 1964 and 
worships with the ‘As-
semblies of God.’ Seo-

paul has done a fair 
amount of traveling 
and he is grateful 
for the opportunities 
given to him to ex-
perience and to share 
in diff erent cultures.

He says that he 
wants young people 
to do well. It would 
help if they could 
read up on their 
history. He believes 
that local writers 
have made an impact 
but there is more to 
be done. Seopaul 
thanks his parents 
Mooni and Boach 
Singh for their guid-
ance.

One of his 
most unforgettable 
memories occurred 
by chance and in 
a far off  continent. 
In 1982, Seopaul 
was visiting India. 
He was outside the 
BOAC offi  ce in 
Delhi. In the busy 
thoroughfare he 
suddenly thought 
of a person. It was 
Pandit Ushar Bhode, 
the Indian mission-
ary that had visited 
Guyana.

According to 
Seopaul, ‘Pandit 
Ushar Bhode came 
to mind. I had not 
seen or heard from 
him in twenty years. 
I really wanted to 
meet with him. As 
I came out of the 
BOAC offi  ce I saw 
the profi le of a man 
that looked familiar. 
He was walking 
away. I ran to him 
and called him by 
name. He turned 
around. It was Pandit 
Ushar Bhode. It was 
a fantastic and un-
believable reunion, 
straight from the 
movies!’ 

The two of them 
relived the memo-
ries in Guyana and 
promised to stay in 
touch. As he refl ects 
on his life Seopaul 
has done well. There 
is a lot more to do. 
We wish him and his 
family all the best in 
the future.

was the fi rst to pass the 
College of Preceptors 
exam; he skipped a class 
to write the exam.

There are many peo-
ple that have enquired as 
to how Seopaul became 
a Christian. He ex-
plained that it was while 
he was in Scripture class 
that he decided to follow 
the path of Christianity. 
The Scripture class was 
taught by Pandit Ushar 
Bhode.

There is a text in 
the Gospel of Matthew, 
Chapter 6 Verse 33 that 
exhorts the individual 
to seek the kingdom 
of God and its righ-
teousness. Seopaul was 
impressed by Pandit 
Ushar Bhode, a Hindu 
that taught the Christian 
gospel. Pandit Ush-
ar Bhode he saw the 
universality in all things 
and he treated everyone 
with love and respect.

In 1963, Seopaul 
began preparing for his 
GCE O’ Levels exam 
but he had to shelve 
these plans because 
of disturbances in the 
country. The family 
moved to Lillendaal 
and then to Betterhope 
where they squatted 
on the lands and built 
houses. Seopaul duly 
passed his O’ Levels and 
began teaching at An-
nandale Primary School. 
He taught for two years 
there, from 1964 to 
1966.

Seopaul applied 
to work in the Public 
Service and he began his 
assignment in Novem-
ber 1966. He was posted 
to the Supply Division 
in the Ministry of Works 
and Housing in Kings-
ton. He was to spend 
twenty-two years in the 
Ministry, nine of which 
were in procurement. 
Seopaul was asked to 
work in diff erent depart-
ments by virtue of his 
work experience and he 

did a good job.
He worked with 

Permanent Secretary 
Worrell and that turned 
out to be great experi-
ence. It prepared him to 
accept an assignment 
from Ahilia Surujnarine 
and he became the per-
sonal assistant of Pooran 
Singh. Seopaul’s knowl-

edge of procurement 
and import procedures 
came in handy. He was 
promoted to Principal 
Assistant Secretary. He 
then went to the Minis-
try of Mines and Energy, 
under Minister Haroon 
Rashid. Despite his busy 
schedule Seopaul still 
found the time in 1981 
to earn an advanced 
diploma in Public 
Administration from the 
University of Guyana.

Overall, his tenure 
in the Public Service 
enabled him to repre-
sent Guyana at several 

Rev. Seopaul Singh: Public Service is his life. 


