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By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Alyssa Raghunandan is in the #TOP 
24 in the 2018 season of American 

Idol. She is grateful for all the support 
she has received and thanks everyone for 
being a part of the #RaghuCrew. 

Alyssa Raghunandan
From American Idol to Global Icon!

Alyssa is witty, 
charming and supremely 
self-confi dent. Whatever 
the outcome of her jour-
ney on American Idol, Al-
yssa is already a winner. 
She has won the hearts 
and minds of an adoring 
public. She has woken up 
quiet Windsor Forest in 
Guyana, the bustling me-
tropolis known 
as the Big Apple, 
and her mother’s 
hometown in 
Mexico.

Alyssa was 
born in Tucson, 
in Arizona. Her 
dad Hansraj Ra-
ghunandan was 
in the US Air 
Force. He was 
following in the 
footsteps of his 
father Praim-
raj who was in 
the US Army. 
Praimraj is orig-
inally from 7th 
Street in Wind-
sor Forest, in 
Guyana. Alyssa 
went to live with 
her parents in 
Orlando, Florida 
when she was 
six months old, 
and has been 
living there ever 
since.

She attends school in 
Orlando where her favor-
ite subject is science.  Al-
yssa says, “I love learning 
about the environment. 
It’s important to know 
what is around us and 
how we can protect it.” 

How did the sing-
ing come about? Alyssa 
explains that singing was 
there even before she 
could speak. She credits 
her dad with a diverse 
musical interest. She 
points out that, “my dad 
likes all kinds of music 
and because he likes 
everything, I like every-
thing.”

This diverse interest 
includes Spanish music, 
chutney, Indian classical, 

popular by Ariana Grande. 
She put her heart into it. The 
judges Lionel Richie, Katy 
Perry and Luke Bryan were 
moved and took in every note. 
At the end of her performance 
the judges praised her effort. 
Alyssa was going to Holly-
wood!

Her dad Hansraj jumped 
for joy, as another glorious 

chapter was written in 
Alyssa’s young life. She 
went to Hollywood and 
did exceedingly well. 
She is in the #TOP24 and 
living her dream. The 
community can help by 
sharing her posts and visit 
#teamraghu, #america-
nidol, #alyssaraghu and 
#nextidol and add her on 
Facebook and all media 
apps.

Alyssa Raghunandan 
has excited our imagi-
nation. She has brought 
sunshine into the lives of 
many and has taken her 
community to a different 
stratosphere. Her dad sat 
spellbound in the historic 
Dolby Theater and heard 
his little girl dedicate 
‘Wind beneath my Wings’ 
to him. Alyssa also gave 
a knockout performance 
with ‘Every Breath You 
Take’ that was made 
famous by The Police.

Alyssa is well ground-
ed. She is humble, friend-
ly and approachable. She 
has a good word for all 
and is mature beyond her 
sixteen years. One can 
see her as an international 
star making a name for 
herself in Hollywood, 
singing with the best, and 
winning Oscars on the 
celluloid screen. She ad-
mires Janet Jackson, Amy 
Winehouse and Katy 
Perry for their strength 
and inspiration. 

Alyssa is a straight ‘A’ 
student. She likes table 
tennis and movies from 
the eighties. She went to 
Guyana and loved it. She 
says, “the Essequibo was 
gorgeous and the country-
side was green and peace-
ful. I loved it there!” 

What is Alyssa’s ad-
vice to her fellow youths? 
She says, “they should 
never give up on their 
dreams. Be determined, 
work hard and eventually 
it will pay off.”

We are proud of Alys-
sa; she has brought pride 
and honor to her family 
and her community. As 
she looks into the cameras 
she sees a future that is as 
limitless as the sky itself. 

We wish Alyssa all 
the best in the days 
ahead. 

country, pop, and R and B, 
among others. She loves to 
watch Bollywood movies 
and one of her favorites 
is ‘Om Shanti Om’ for its 
acting and soundtrack. 
Alyssa is close to her mom 
Brenda Amillano who is 
from Mexico and they 
speak to each other quite 
often. 

How did the idea of 
American Idol happen? Al-
yssa said that an advertise-
ment popped up for Amer-
ican Idol on her Instagram 
page; she became excited 
and thought of entering the 
competition. But fi rst there 
was the Orlando Idol to 
conquer. As it turned out, 
Alyssa did not place high 
for Orlando Idol. Since 
she did not qualify she had to 
take her chances and stand in 
a long line to do the audition 
for American Idol.

The wait was ten hours 
long and by the time she 
arrived in front of the judges 
she was tired. Alyssa realized 
that a person has only one 
chance to impress and to get 
it right. Her dad was there to 
give her support and she knew 

that she had to give it her all. 
She says, “This was a huge 
chance for me. I didn’t want 
to fail. I waited for it since I 
was fi fteen. I needed to go out 
there and do it. I wanted my 
voice to be heard.”

She approached the judges 
with her guitar and was brim-
ming with confi dence. Alyssa 
sang a song that was made 

Alyssa with a winning smile as she contemplates her next 
move on American Idol.

Poise, grace and elegance. Alyssa 
Raghunandan is a winner and a 
global  icon.

A great team. Alyssa with her dad Hansraj, whose light is 
her shadow.


