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About Black History Month

Granger signals need for foreign help for GDF

By: Carlyle Harry

____________________________________________

By: DW Staff

President David Granger  on the eve

of Guyana’s 48th Republic anniversary–

ratcheted up talk of heightened border

security and said he hoped international

aid would be provided to the Guyana

Defence Force (GDF) to execute a num-

ber of tasks including territorial protec-

tion.   

“Guyana looks forward to the intensi-

fication of cooperation with friendly, for-

eign states, especially in building capacity

for the Defence Force’s technical corps

to improve the national infrastructure in

every part of the country, to defend our

territorial integrity, to protect our citizens

and to respond to emergencies,” he said

in an address to the nation.

In a speech that was dedicated almost

entirely to national security, the Guyanese

leader’s remarks came less than one

month after a high-level visit by Brazil’s

Minister of Defence and top military of-

ficers to Georgetown. The Commander-

in-Chief of the Armed Forces has also

announced that the GDF’s several Corps

would undergo major restructuring.

An analysis conducted by the Texas-

based Stratfor has examined the intent and

implications of a Venezuelan invasion of

Guyana. Opposition Leader Bharrat

Jagdeo on Thursday called on government

to disclose information about possible

military action by Venezuela.

The President

added interna-

tional cooperation

is essential to pre-

serving this conti-

nent as a zone of

peace; to prevent-

ing and interdicting

t r a n s n a t i o n a l

threats such as

drug-,gun- and human-trafficking, the

spread of contagious diseases, terrorism

and to mitigating the adverse effects of

climate change and natural hazards.

Granger has in recent days been on

several visits to “frontline” communities

near the border with Venezuela with which

Guyana has a decades-long border con-

troversy over the validity of the 1899 Ar-

bitral Tribunal Award of the land bound-

ary. The GDF has also moved additional

troops to communities near the border

where there have been persistent reports

of heavily armed Venezuelan gangs called

‘Sindicatos’ raiding mining camps.

Recalling that last   See page............2

February became ‘Black History

Month’ in 1964 when the author James

Baldwin reflected on the shortcomings of

his education. 

Baldwin noted “When I was going to

school, I began to be bugged by the teach-

ing of American history, because it seemed

that that history had been taught without

cognizance of my presence.”

Baldwin’s thoughts echoed those of

many before

and after him.

Half a century

earlier, when

Carter G.

Woodson had

the same frustra-

tion, he set the

foundation for

what would

become today’s national Black History

Month, observed each February.

In the early 20th century, while he

earned a Master’s degree from the Uni-

versity of Chicago and a Ph.D. from

Harvard, both in history, Woodson wit-

nessed how black people were

underrepresented in the books and con-

versations that shaped the study of Ameri-

can history.

According to the way that many his-

torians taught the Nation’s past, African

Americans were barely part of the story—

a narrative that Woodson knew was not

true. So in 1915, he and Jesse E. Moor-

land founded the Association for the Study

of Negro Life and History (now the As-

sociation for the Study of African Ameri-

can Life and History, or the ASALH). The

organization would promote studying

black history as a discipline and celebrate

the accomplishments of African Ameri-

cans.

Woodson contended “If a race has no

history, it has no worthwhile tradition, it

becomes a negligible factor in the thought

of the world, and it stands in danger of

being exterminated.”

In 1926, Woodson and the ASALH

launched a “Negro History Week” to

bring attention to his mission and help

school systems coordinate their focus on

the topic. Woodson chose the second

week in February, as it encompassed both

Frederick Douglass’ birthday on Febru-

ary 14 and Abraham Lincoln’s birthday

on February 12.

The celebrations and studies spread

quickly, as the ASALH tells it, driving

demand for teaching materials and spur-

ring the formation of black history clubs.

But, though a

newfound

understand-

ing of black

culture and

literature was

sp read ing

amongst the

middle class,

the idea of

expanding the

week to a month did not come until sev-

eral decades later.

During the Civil Rights Movement,

Freedom Schools in the South embraced

the week and its curriculum message as a

way to contribute to the mission. By the

mid-1960s, the most popular textbook for

eighth-grade U.S. history classes men-

tioned only two black people in the entire

century of history that had  See page......7

Dr. Carter G. Woodson

Frederick Douglas

Pres. David Granger
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(Continued from cover page) month the United Nations referred

the controversy to the International Court of Justice, Granger

expressed confidence that Guyana would score a legal victory

at the World Court.

“We, Guyanese, intend to pursue our case before the ICJ

in coming months with the same determination as we rejected

the unwarranted claim to our territory in past years. We are

confident that our cause is just and our case is sound.  We are

committed to defending our motherland,” the President said.

Stressing that Republican status vested sovereignty in

Guyanese who are charged with “assuming responsibility for

defending their motherland and developing the economy,” Presi-

dent Granger added that the people’s efforts “have not been in

vain” in clear reference to the controversy heading for a judicial

settlement.

Hours after Minister of State Joseph Harmon announced

that Cabinet adopted President Granger’s concept note on

Frontline Villages, including the provision of health, education,

citizenship, security, employment, national defence, social co-

hesion and information communication technology, the Presi-

dent in his Republic Anniversary message emphasised the im-

portance of safety.

“Our citizens’ safety is the State’s paramount objective.

Our people must be safe in their homes, villages and places of

work. Their property, must be protected against crime,” he said.

“Guyana’s Government is enhancing the delivery of services to

its most distant communities, both on the coastland and in the

hinterland, in good times and bad” he added.

He said government was augmenting its resources to assist

regional administrations and villages in times of flood, drought,

threats to public order and other emergencies.

Meanwhile, United States President Donald Trump, in a

congratulatory message on Guyana’s Republic anniversary high-

lighted this country’s role in hemispheric security and promised

to assist in the development of its natural resources. “The United

States of America takes pride in its partnership with the Coop-

erative Republic of Guyana.  We value your ongoing contribu-

tions to regional security and look forward to working with you

on the development of your natural resources for the benefit of

the Guyanese people,” Trump said.

Guyana maintains that the 1899 Arbitral Tribunal Award is

a full, final and perfect settlement of the land boundary with

Venezuela.

Granger signals need for
foreign help for GDF

President’s office takes over oil portfolio
Six out of seven Exxon wells have now struck oil

Government has announced another successful strike in

the oil search by ExxonMobil and its partners.

It was also announced yesterday by Minister of Natural

Resources, Raphael Trotman, that he will soon be relinquishing

the portfolio of oil to the Ministry of the Presidency.

That decision was as a result of the administration reeling

from severe criticisms of the current production agreement it

has with ExxonMobil and partners.

Trotman, especially, has come for

some scalding as he is a lawyer who

should have known better, critics said.

Daily, the newspapers and its let-

ter pages have been filled with mis-

givings over the deal.

The government is accused of

penning an agreement that when com-

pared to the rest of the world, is one

of the weakest contracts with very little

for Guyana despite the magnitude of the find.

On the other hand, Government officials have said that there

was very little they could have done to the renewal which was

inked by another government, in 2012.

With regards to the oil portfolio, the Minister, in a taped

statement, following the weekly Cabinet meetings yesterday,

disclosed that last year, he proposed to President Granger that

Guyana begin considering the establishment of a Department of

Energy.

This department will be focusing only on the development

of the petroleum sector, Trotman stressed.

Yesterday, the matter came up in Cabinet again. There was

a “lively discussion” on the proposal. According to the Minister,

it was decided and determined that Government will have the

Department of Energy established in the next few months.

That department, Trotman revealed, will be housed at the

Ministry of the Presidency.

Trotman is the current leader of the Alliance For Change

(AFC), the smaller of the two factions forming the Coalition

Government.

The Minister said that Cabinet has mandated that he heads

a Task Force comprising Finance Minister, Winston Jordan;

State Minister, Joseph Harmon and Public Infrastructure Min-

ister, David Patterson, that will oversee the establishment of the

department. That task force could eventually see participation

from the Ministry of Public Security, Ministry of Public Tele-

communications and the Ministries of Education and Social Pro-

tection.

The task force will decide on issues like staffing and struc-

tures.

According to Trotman, his Ministry will hand over the func-

tion of petroleum to this new department and Guyana will see a

more direct and focused mandate from that department.

Trotman also reported that ExxonMobil has struck more

oil in its Pacora-1 well.

This well is about four miles from the Payara well. All are

in the Stabroek Block controlled by that US-owned oil com-

pany.

Trotman noted that more details of this latest discovery

will be shared as soon as Guyana continues to have an aggres-

sive programme of exploration and as it proceeds towards pro-

duction in 2020.

He pointed out that Exxon has drilled seven wells so far in

its offshore concessions. Six of them have borne fruit— an ex-

cellent record.

Trotman also congratulated the crew of the drillship, Stena

Carron, which has made 90 percent of the discoveries without

a day lost or injuries.

ExxonMobil announced in May 2015 that it had struck oil

in the offshore concession. It was said to be high quality oil with

over 3 billion barrels in that concession located about 100 miles

from Guyana’s shores.

The US company is now preparing for a 2020 start in com-

mercial production but critics have insisted that despite the large

find, the initial Liza 1 Well development will see Guyana getting

just over US$50M in royalties with a 50/50 share in profit highly

questionable as there are little systems or protections for Guyana

to determine what constitutes legitimate expenses.

Already, without a drop of oil being pumped, ExxonMobil

has submitted a bill of over US$400M to Guyana as its ex-

penses that it will have to recover.

___________________________

Raphael Trotman
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Celebrating Black History Month In Different Ways

Remember Change

Begins From Within

Each Of Us

Join Other

Concerned

Nationals And

Fashion The

New Guyana!

By: Jason Steinhauer

The Constitution
of Guyana makes
provision for the

President to deter-
mine the authority,
functions and pow-
ers of Ministers of
the government.

CSJADCSJADCSJADCSJADCSJAD calls for a
National Commission

to investigate

Racial UnityRacial UnityRacial UnityRacial UnityRacial Unity

The resources of
Guyana are better
spent on the eco-
nomic and social

progress of citizens.

Recently, the inimitable Carrie Sheffield

asked me if I’d write a short op-ed for

Black History Month. Specifically, she

asked if I would identify a figure from the

past that people may not know about.

I can! And I’ll reveal that person in a

lower paragraph. But first, I thought I’d

take a minute to offer a different line of

thinking about how to approach African

American History Month and how we

may all collectively celebrate it.

Journalists and media professionals are

trained to identify a good story: something

people did not expect, do not know, or a

person who is extraordinary in some way.

Those hooks make for compelling jour-

nalism and tend to comprise the bulk of

mainstream African American History

month coverage.

That is not necessarily how the disci-

pline of History operates, however. His-

torians study people, for sure, and do,

indeed, look for stories that may be un-

discovered or not yet fully explored. But

History (capital ‘H’) is also about under-

standing social movements, power dy-

namics, the biases and prejudices in hu-

man actions, how things shift, why they

shift and answering questions about the

past that better illuminate the present.

So, for African American History

Month, it’s a good time to not only seek

out individuals whose stories are not well-

known (of which there are many). It is

also a good time to think about what ques-

tions about the African-American past we

may want to ask, and what evidence we

may use to piece together an answer—

be it through the use of archives, news-

papers, photographs, oral histories or

other sources.

One proposal is that we could use each

February to pose a national question about

African American History, which we

would then collectively seek to answer

throughout the month in our schools, li-

braries, book clubs and in the media. For

example, as this is the 50th anniversary of

1968, we could make this month’s ques-

tion focused on African American experi-

ences during that pivotal year. How did

the events of that year affect the progress

of the Civil Rights movement? How did

the electoral politics of that year affect

Black political participation? How did the

Black Power protest at the 1968 Olym-

pics resonate with audiences in America

and around the world?

Historians grapple with these types of

questions all the time—making African

American History Month an ideal time to

engage with the books, articles, podcasts,

blog posts and secondary sources cre-

ated by historians. This would help get

people outside the ivory tower engaged

in historical thinking. It would also make

February a month wherein we celebrate

African American historians, as well as

history. There are thousands of African

American historians doing important

work. Lonnie Bunch, Annette Gordon

Reed, Henry Louis Gates and Ibram X.

Kendi are names you may be familiar with.

There are thousands more. There are pub-

lications such as The Root, organizations

such as the African American Intellectual

History Society, African American docu-

mentary filmmakers, museum profession-

als, archivists and amazing young African

American scholars emerging. A simple

Google Scholar search will yield many

starting points for exploration.

Finally, getting back to Carrie’s ques-

tion: who is the figure I’d identify, if I had

to? That would probably be John Hope

Franklin, a person who was instrumental

in the legitimization of the field of African

American history itself. Franklin led an ex-

traordinary life. Born into poverty in Tulsa

in 1915, he eventually would be awarded

the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In be-

tween he would author and edit numer-

ous books, including the 1947 landmark

book, From Slavery to Freedom, a book

that has sold more than 3 million copies. He

was the first African American to be the

head of numerous history organizations.

He helped to argue Brown v. Board of

Education and marched with Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. He not only helped for-

mulate the discipline of African American

studies, he helped to integrate it into the

larger American story. You can find much

information about Franklin on the Web

and in your local library (among the things

named after him are a school at Duke and

a species of orchid!)

So, happy African American History

Month to you and yours! May it be a

month filled with questions — and explo-

ration of the answers to those questions?

During Black HistoryDuring Black HistoryDuring Black HistoryDuring Black HistoryDuring Black History
Month people shouldMonth people shouldMonth people shouldMonth people shouldMonth people should
make a commitment tomake a commitment tomake a commitment tomake a commitment tomake a commitment to
engage in historicalengage in historicalengage in historicalengage in historicalengage in historical
thinking…thinking…thinking…thinking…thinking…
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Another massacre in US schools

__________________________In the United States, mass killings in schools and other

public places have become a common phenomenon, and while

Americans mourn, many have come to grips with the reality that

mass shootings have become a routine matter.

The deadly gun rampage in Parkland, Florida, about 50

miles north of Miami, which claimed the lives of 14 students

and three adults is the worst mass high school shooting so far in

2018 and the deadliest in recent US history. Several of the dead-

liest mass shootings in modern U.S. history have taken place in

schools.

The Parkland High School mass shooting on Valentine’s

Day is the 18th of the year which is more than twice the seven

school shootings for the same period in 2017 and the authori-

ties seem powerless to prevent them.

In eight of the 18 school shooting incidents this year, no

one was injured. The stunning number underscores how com-

mon gun violence and mass shootings have become in Ameri-

can schools. Since the Columbine High School shooting in 1999,

students in many schools have regularly been performing drills

on how to react in an active shooter situation.

Since January 2013, there have been at least 291 school

shootings that claimed more than 500 lives. The worst elemen-

tary school massacre in the history of the United States oc-

curred on December 14, 2012, when Adam Lanza killed 20

schoolchildren, all toddlers between the ages of six and 10 years

old and six teachers at Sandy Hook Elementary School in

Newtown, Connecticut.

The nation was stunned and even though there have been

calls for stricter laws on gun sales and ownership after this trag-

edy, gun rights advocates including the powerful National Rifle

Association (NRA), have succeeded in stifling those calls. In-

deed, laws on carrying guns in public places are less strict now.

Americans have become weary of living with the reality of

mass school shootings for the past 25 years. During that time,

educators across the country have hardened schools’ defences

with bullet-proof entrances, active shooter training and a host

of desperate and creative safety measures from door jamming

devices to scanners for children’s school bags.

Still the shootings continue with no real solutions in sight.

The shootings at Parkland, Florida, came three weeks after a

15-year-old boy shot and killed two students and wounded

several others at a Kentucky high school on January 23, 2018.

The day before, a teenager shot and wounded a student in

a school cafeteria in Texas. The same day, a bullet grazed a 14-

year-old boy in the parking lot of a New Orleans high school.

Shootings at schools have also taken place in California,

Iowa and Washington State, among others. The frequency of

school shootings has once again raised the issue among politi-

cians of stricter laws to control the sales of guns America.

Although President Trump has sent condolences to the fami-

lies in Florida, and has ordered all American flags on public

buildings to be flown at half-staff, his remarks that no child,

teacher or anyone else should ever feel unsafe in an American

school is hypocritical. His administration and party have and

continue to resist calls for stricter gun control laws. It seems

that the US Congress which is controlled by the Republicans is

fundamentally broken when it comes to amend the Second

Amendment which protects gun ownership.

Congress has not acted even after 20 toddlers and six edu-

cators were massacred in 2012 in Sandy Hook elementary

school in Connecticut. In fact, Congress has blocked several

measures to have background checks required for gun pur-

chases, which means that the chances of a child being the victim

of a school shooting is extremely high.

Today, children are less safe in schools than in their com-

munities.

In a recent column Transparency Institute Guyana ad-

dressed the continued postponement of political financing legis-

lation in Guyana and questioned whether the delay was really

about the self-preservation of political parties.

The article was comprehensive and timely.  It referenced

the recommendations made by the Carter Center in its 2015

General and Regional Elections Report which called for the over-

haul and modernisation of campaign finance laws and for legis-

lation governing political parties in Guyana.

Sadly, the political will to advance the cause of transpar-

ency and accountability in governance is glaringly absent if one

were to cast a critical glance in the direction of financing of

political parties.  In 2009, the late Sheila Holder, the former

Alliance for Chair Vice-Chair and former Member of Parlia-

ment said “It’s all about money and attached to that is the cor-

rupt or illegitimate means of acquiring funds for the political pro-

cess” (SN September 9, 2009).  Fast forward to 2017, Ms.

Holder’s colleague in the AFC Minister Dominic Gaskin’s state-

ment on the subject is a volte face of perplexing degrees.

“Political parties also need to be careful about the positions that

we may take on this matter because the lifeblood of any politi-

cal party is, of course, attracting finances.  Political parties have

to be financially sustainable.  It is not cheap to run a political

party and therefore, even with the best intentions, if you make

the sort pronouncement that could cause potential supporters

or donors to think twice before they give you donations, then

you will be shooting yourself in the foot….”

The AFC, while in opposition, had moved a motion in Par-

liament to implement political financing legislation in 2011.  Min-

ister Gaskin’s about face is depressingly familiar; what politi-

cians say while in opposition is often very different to what they

do when in government.

APNU Minister Joseph Harmon was bewilderingly ob-

tuse on the subject “any changes in the law will require some

levels of consultations as we do, not just within the parties but

outside of the parties, because it is not the parties alone that are

affected.  There are other persons who may come up to form a

party and will be affected by this law itself”.

The PPP/C’s recently expressed position is willingness to

support the government on enacting political financing laws (SN

September 10, 2017) despite failing to do so during their many

years in government.

The dangers of secrecy in the financing of political parties

are manifestly obvious.  Secrecy is a recognised hallmark of

corruption and it is undesirable in the management of public

affairs.  A progressive forward thinking government must

recognise that opacity in its dealings is the antithesis of good

governance.

One wonders whether Minister Gaskin, in making his re-

cent statement, is willing to acknowledge that what he was in

effect saying is that government regards the ability of private

financiers to fund political parties, secretly, as more important

than government being accountable to the people of Guyana.

Surely such an acknowledgement renders any statement

or assertion of open government academic.

The people of Guyana must hold politicians accountable

otherwise, in the hot heat of political brinkmanship; the interests

of a powerful few will trump the interests of the many.

Luana Falconer et al

For RISE Guyana
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Ending 50 years of Venezuela and Guyana contention

By: Sir Ronald Sanders

The decision by the UN Secretary-General, António

Guterres, to refer the 51-year old contention between Guyana-

Venezuela to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) should be

welcomed by all nations, particularly those in Latin America

and the Caribbean.

The peaceful settlement of disputes is vital to the economic

progress and social stability of the world.  Wherever violent

solutions to contentions exist, anywhere in the world, they ab-

sorb financial and other resources that could be far better spent

on improving the condition of mankind, particularly the poor

and vulnerable.

The last thing the Caribbean

and the Western Hemisphere

needs is continuing disputes be-

tween any of its nations that could

lead to military conflict. The re-

sources of the Latin American and

Caribbean nations are better

spent on the economic and social

progress of their people.

The Secretary-General’s

decision is also important for all

small states, the world over, which

have little means of defending themselves militarily.  Small states

have always relied on the international system and the rule of

law to safeguard their interests.  In this context, Guyana, Ven-

ezuela and all nations of the Hemisphere should regard sending

the contention to the ICJ as constructive and helpful, since it

will cast adjudication in a structured and legal framework.

The Secretary-General did not easily decide to refer the

Guyana-Venezuela contention to the ICJ.  The border contro-

versy has existed in its second incarnation since just before the

independence of Guyana (formerly British Guiana) from Britain

in 1966. At that time, the then Venezuelan government re-opened

the “full, perfect and final” settlement of the border dispute by

an Arbitral Panel of distinguished judges in 1899.

The award set the boundaries that now exist between the

two countries. They were boundaries fully accepted by Ven-

ezuela for 63 years until 1962, as British Guiana moved to-

wards independence, when the then Venezuelan President,

Romulo Betancourt, sought to re-open the issue on the spuri-

ous claim that Venezuela was “robbed”.

Venezuela’s position led to a

tripartite meeting in Geneva in

1966 between Venezuela, Britain

and (then) British Guiana.  The

British Guiana government did not

accept that the 1899 decision was

invalid and held that its participa-

tion in the discussion was only to

resolve Venezuela’s assertions of

‘robbery”.

A Treaty signed by the part

         ies at that meeting agreed to an

amicable resolution to the controversy and established various

procedures, including for resolution of the controversy by ac-

tions of the UN Secretary-General.

After mixed commissions, good offices and mediation were

all exhausted after 51 years, the Secretary-General has opted

to exercise the authority given to him under the 1996 Geneva

Treaty to refer the issue to the ICJ for a judicial settlement.

Guterres’ predecessor, Ban Ki-moon, had noted that the UN’s

good offices process had been in place since 1990.  He had

determined that the good offices role would continue until the

end of 2017, but that if “significant progress” had not been made,

his successor would opt for the ICJ as the means of settlement.

The ICJ has long experience of arbitrating territorial and

maritime disputes between States.  It has been doing so as far

back as 1953 when Britain and France submitted their dispute

over islands in the English Channel to the international

court.   More recently, and within Latin America and the Car-

ibbean, several countries referred disputes to the ICJ.  These

include: El Salvador and Honduras, Peru and Chile, Costa Rica

and Nicaragua, and Nicaragua and Colombia.

Several African and Asian states have also had conten-

tions adjudicated by the ICJ among them are: Libya and Chad,

Cameroon and Nigeria, Indonesia and Malaysia and Malaysia

and Singapore. The United States and Canada also relied on

the ICJ in relation to a delimitation boundary in the Gulf of Maine.

Presently, the governments of Belize and Guatemala have

agreed in principle to referring their territorial dispute to the ICJ;

they are each to hold a referendum to allow their electorates to

decide on whether they agree to this course.  A very civilized

presentation by the Foreign Ministers of Belize and Guatemala

to the Permanent Council of the Organisation of American

States, underlined the declared intention of the two countries to

settle the issue in the context of the international system.

The Guyana government has welcomed the UN Secre-

tary-General’s decision, saying that its position “has always been

that the basis of the controversy is a legal question, which should

be resolved peacefully and conclusively through a legal

process”.   On the other hand, the Venezuela government has

questioned the decision, maintaining that “political negotiation

on the basis of the Geneva Agreement of 1966, is (the) only

path to reach the peaceful, practical and satisfactory solution

for both parties and in favour of our Peoples”.

Curiously, the Venezuelan government statement says that

the “two States (Guyana and Venezuela) do not recognize the

jurisdiction” of the ICJ.  This could hardly be so, since Article

93 of the UN Charter specifically states that: “All Members of

the United Nations are ipso facto parties to the Statute of the

International Court of Justice”.

Many other countries, including the 15-nation group of Car-

ibbean Community (CARICOM) countries and the 52-nation

Commonwealth have repeatedly urged Guyana and Venezuela

in the direction of a judicial settlement.

At their last Meeting in Malta in 2016, Commonwealth

Heads of Government “expressed their full support for the United

Nations Secretary-General to choose a means of settlement in

keeping with the provisions of the Geneva Agreement 1966, to

bring the controversy to a definitive end.”

All other nations should encourage the two neighbours to

follow the example of many others that have opted for the ICJ

to adjudicate their disputes.   The way is now open to settle

legally and peacefully the contention that has persisted between

Guyana and Venezuela for over half a century.

António Guterres

Pres. Rómulo Betancourt

Rómulo Ernesto Betancourt  Bello (1908-1981)
was the most important political leader of Venezu-

ela during the 20th century. Founder of the
nation's first modern political party, he was twice

president (1945-48 & 1959-1964).
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    FACING THE FACTS
     carlyle

 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2018: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

The Sh.t - Storm + its Stench

CSJAD Membership  is open to
Guyanese and their offspring.

Readers—Who would have thought that two common  —

.words, S..T and HOLE (that often carry negative connota-

tions) would have become so prominent in National and Inter-

national conversations, analyses, commentaries, criticisms, as

well as national and international protests.

The THING that folks do not always remember or under-

stand, is that words carry meanings and consequences.

Perhaps the more important thing is that the WORD de-

rives its meaning from the context in which it is used.

For example, the word s..t (noun) is difficult to clean up;

and even after cleaning it up and disinfecting the environment;-

it tends to leave stains and smells; and if thrown into a hole, the

scent and fumes can be annoying, disturbing, and destabiliz-

ing—as is continuing to HAPPEN, since the (reported) utter-

ance at the White House....Something(s) that the White House

and its defenders have been experiencing for weeks now.

In any case, who would have thought that those two (2)

adjectives (s..t hole) leveled against Haiti, and 54 African coun-

tries) would have led to so much domestic and international

bubbles, as well as dissent among Republican Representatives?

On the one hand, (Senator) Lindsay Graham is implying

that the President did utter the CLAUSE containing those words

during a small White House meeting to examine solutions for

DACA.

Other Republican Representatives present at that Meet-

ing, and who seem bent on defending the President and sup-

porting his denials of using those words, have revised their origi-

nal admissions that “they could not recall what the President

said”; to “he never spoke those words”.

Political-Commentator, Tara Setmayer feels that

the President’s own words and actions undermine his current

denials.

Veteran Broadcaster-Tom Brokaw is recommending that

Republican Representatives be furnished with hearing aids when

they attend future meetings with the President}

Senator Graham later opined at a Press Conference that

instead of that small (afternoon) meeting providing solutions, “it

has opened up new cans of worms, that might impinge upon

future DACA and Immigration solutions.”

Senator Graham’s views were supported by his (Republi-

can) colleague-Senator Rand Paul who agreed that the (alleged)

remarks “have definitely spoiled the negotiating atmosphere”.

At times, everyone has to practice “some things are better

left UNSAID”;....or that “SOFT words turneth away WRATH.”

Those quotes came to my mind, as I reflected on the de-

rogatory words that the President (reportedly) used to describe

several non-white/poorer countries around the world.

Those descriptive words are likely to precipitate a MESS

beyond the White House into the intestines of the Republican

Party, and the Candidates that the latter is going to field in this

year November’s Mid-Term elections.

Those words have already traveled beyond America’s

borders and climbed the walls of affected countries which feel

insulted.

Hence the domestic and overseas reactions and protests

have been swift and rapid.

The (alleged) White House utterance has prompted a va-

riety of media houses to compile montages of Mr. Trump’s pre-

vious racial utterances,—they include queries around former

President Obama’s place of birth; clamors that the Central Park

teens were guilty of rape and should be punished severely; at-

tacks on Mexicans and Muslims during the 2016 elections’ cam-

paign; and attempts to ban certain Nationalities from entering

this country.

Some Advocates are claiming that the s..t hole remarks

were deliberately timed to coincide with observances to mark

the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.

Political-Contributor, Maeve Preston emphasized the con-

tention, by pointing out that instead of the President honoring

the Federal Martin Luther King Day by taking part in some

type of Service, he spent the greater part of the  day...playing

golf(something that he HAMMERED former President Obama

for during the 2016 election campaign.  

Analysts and commentators are of the view that the re-

marks are going to fuel the many resistance organisms to mobi-

lize their members right up to the mid -term elections in No-

vember.

May be the President is over-estimating the support of his

30-something percent base.

CNN’s Political Director advanced “the President is ig-

noring the fact the s...t hole headlines being attributed to him,

are going to set back his Legislative agenda by hundreds of

miles, while giving credence to Michael Wolf’s book, that there

is chaos in the White House”.

In summary, one can never know what is in the other

person’s thoughts; one can only make judgments based on other

people’s words and actions.

     
The President’s statements

about foreign residents

shall remain permanent

with those Nationalities 

their respective countries

as well different ethnicities

that occupy U.S. communities.

In time, we shall see

what the stench will be.

 **************

Hope Hicks Resigns As Communications Director

A day after testifying before the House Intelligence Com-

mittee, White House communications director Hope Hicks has

resigned.

Hicks, 29, was named Communications Director in Au-

gust following the short-lived tenure

of Anthony Scaramucci, who was

fired less than a week after taking

over the role. In fact, Hicks was

Trump’s 5th White House commu-

nications director.

“Hope is outstanding and has

done great work for the last three

years,” Trump said in a statement.

“She is as smart and thoughtful as

     they come, a truly great person. I

will miss having her by my side, but when she approached me

about pursuing other opportunities, I totally understood. I am

sure we will work together again in the future.”

Yesterday, Josh Raffel, a top aide to Trump’s son-in-law

and adviser Jared Kushner, also resigned.

Hope Hicks
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(Continued from cover page)   transpired since the Civil War- and

that problem could no longer be ignored.

It was in that decade that Colleges and Universities across

the country transformed the week into a Black History Month

on campus. A number of mayors had already adopted the cel-

ebration as a municipal event by the time President Gerald Ford

decreed Black History Month a national observance in 1976,

on both the fiftieth anniversary of the first iteration and America’s

bicentennial year.

“In celebrating Black History Month,” Ford said in his mes-

sage, “we can seize the opportunity to honor the too-often ne-

glected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of

endeavor throughout our history.”

Presidents have issued national decrees with each year’s

theme since the 1970s. For example, African American History

Month’s 2016 theme is “Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African

American Memories.”

Definitions for Black History Month Black History Month,

also known as African-American History Month in America, is

an annual observance in the United States, Canada, and the

United Kingdom for remembrance of important people and

events in the history of the African diaspora. It is celebrated

annually in the United States and Canada in February, and the

United Kingdom in October. 

In summary, Black History Month, or National African

American History Month, is an annual celebration of achieve-

ments by black Americans and a time for recognizing the cen-

tral role of African Americans in U.S. history. The event grew

out of “Negro History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian

Carter G. Woodson and other prominent African Americans.

Since 1976, every U.S. President has officially designated

the month of February as Black History Month. Other coun-

tries around the world, including Canada and the United King-

dom, also devote a month to celebrating black history. 

The NAACP was founded on February 12, 1909, the

centennial anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln.

In the decades that followed, mayors of cities across the

country began issuing yearly proclamations recognizing Negro

History Week. By the late 1960s, thanks in part to the Civil

Rights Movement and a growing awareness of black identity,

Negro History Week had evolved into Black History Month on

many college campuses.

As mentioned earlier, President Gerald R. Ford officially

recognized Black History Month in 1976, calling upon the pub-

lic to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected

accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor

throughout our history.”

Since then, every American president has designated Feb-

ruary as Black History Month and endorsed a specific theme.

The 2013 theme, At the Crossroads of Freedom and Equality:

The Emancipation Proclamation and the March on Washing-

ton, marks the 150th and 50th anniversaries of two pivotal events

in African-American history.   

       

For Black History Month, teacher Peter Tobia sent his

University of the Arts photojournalism class out into the streets

of Philadelphia with cameras to seek out and talk to people

whom they didn’t know about the meaning of the observance. 

I hereby present a few opinions from that Survey:-

Akenshai T.29, of Queens, New York mentioned, “I feel indif-

ferent towards Black History Month, but it is important to cel-

ebrate or reflect on those who took a stand.  It is more of a

hindrance than help towards racial equality. It makes people

seem forced into it... Black History should be integrated in with

the rest of history.

Indirn J, disclosed, “It is important to learn about the

struggles, I feel that everyone should learn about Black History

because if you don’t we can’t move on as a society. You can’t

just limit it to one month but it is significant for the African Ameri-

can race to be recognized throughout the year.”

Lena S. 40, of Cheltenham, Pennsylvania, a registered

nurse, explained” People are people. We live in this country as

neighbors with little to no difficulty, but it is still important to

educate ourselves about the struggles that our ancestors en-

dured so that we can appreciate where we are now.”

Anne Loisch, 55, Philadelphia, PA, retired pediatric nurse

feels 

“To know our history is important because it makes people

aware, so that history doesn’t repeat itself.”

Alyssa H. 21, an Arts student, emphasized

“To me, it is a shadow of something that used to be

great…it’s been deduced to the fading memories that I have in

elementary school, where the teachers made it a point to reiter-

ate that February is Black History Month.”

Becca S., Age 19, an Illustration Major noted, “If people

didn’t take the time to focus one month on Black History it

would probably be neglected. History is important if we need

to help people become informed.” And

Tasha K. Age 21, a Voice Major, expressed “Black His-

tory Month is a celebration of knowledge. It represents the past,

present and future of the African American Culture. It’s a re-

minder of all the positive and innovative things that have come

from our culture and how lit made a huge impact on future gen-

erations. It is an inviting time for everyone to experience culture

and the roots of many things that have evolved from African

American decent. It’s also a time to inform people who may not

be exposed to African American History the rest of the year.

We take the time to remember the hardships and struggle,

but it doesn’t stop there. It’s a remembrance of what we strive

for and how the ones before us have paved a way for the things

and inventions that we have today.”

About Black History Month

   A FEW PUBLIC OPINIONS
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VVVVVoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concerns...............      Dr. Asquith Rose

A Vision Deferred

____________________

Deception, Dishonesty and
Falsehoods

As we get ready to celebrate Mashramani in Guyana, we

must remember the contributions of its two outstanding leaders,

the late Dr. Cheddi Jagan and Forbes Burnham. Both had aspi-

rations of leading Guyanese to the promise land. However, that

responsibility fell on Burnham.

In October 1963, the British government ordered the elec-

toral system in then British Guiana be changed from first-past-

the-post to proportional representation and that new elections

be held under the system in 1964.

Unfortunately, Dr. Jagan’s party did not win the plurality of

the votes; as a result, he was deprived of his aspirations that

would have laid the foundations for the flowering of Guyana.

Forbes Burnham became the Premier and led Guyana to inde-

pendence on May 26, 1966 and to the first Cooperative Re-

public in the world on February 23, 1970.

As  Prime Minister , Forbes Burnham told the nation of

his government’s goal to end racism, unite the races and de-

velop the country. With characteristic modesty, many have

grossly underestimated his achievement and those of the gen-

eration he led.

In his development plan, Burnham created a blueprint for

the industrialisation, diversification and expansion of Guyana’s

economy. By the mid-1970s, he expanded the agriculture, manu-

facturing, mining and tourism sectors.

Under Burnham’s leadership, education was revolutionised

with free tertiary education and the doubling of the enrolment in

high schools throughout the country. The modernisation of the

curriculum in technical schools provided the skilled labour re-

quired in the manufacturing and mining sectors.

The nationalisation of the bauxite and sugar companies in-

creased the rate of earnings from the sectors for a short period

which was known as the “golden age.” The trade deficit was

eliminated and Guyana became an economically viable nation.

The dynamism of economic growth and social policies in-

cluding the creation of the Agricultural School and the Common

Entrance Examination pulled many out of poverty and igno-

rance. Despite such unprecedented progress, Burnham was

keenly aware that too many had been left behind, and the wealth

had been concentrated in too few hands.

His deepest regret was his failure to develop rural Guyana

with a radical land reform programme as the basis for diversify-

ing the economy. The collapse of the sugar and bauxite indus-

tries had lowered production and a reduction of foreign cur-

rency earnings. Guyana had to virtually depend on rice and small

scale farming for foreign currency earnings and to boost the

economy.

Forbes Burnham realised that in order for Guyana to de-

velop, the people must have access to land, credit,  technology ,

and markets, thus making agriculture the centerpiece of devel-

opment. Despite his passion and pioneering spirit, agriculture

production grew by only 2.3 percent. Unfortunately, rural mi-

gration accelerated due to the creation of  jobs  in the cities,

thus ending his agricultural revolution.

However, there were some achievements due his

programme to feed, house and clothe the nation. A sound con-

stitutional and political order and a functional democracy were

established even though some claimed that elections were rigged.

In this period, our cultural, social and political life had a

vibrancy second to none and has caught the attention of our

neighbours in the  Caribbean  and beyond.

Many believe that the Forbes Burnham government had

carved out a place for Guyana in the international community

When it comes to deception and falsehoods in politics,

President Trump has trumpeted a level of leadership far differ-

ent from his predecessors. He has the record of uttering false-

hoods at a rate that is incredible and never seen before.

When Donald Trump won the presidency of the United

States, the most powerful position in the world, just over a year

ago, billions of people around the world were in shock. The

global shock resulted from many factors, but perhaps the chief

among them had to do with the concern that falsehoods, rash-

ness and unpreparedness had trumped truth, integrity, reason

and fairness. Many had feared that the world had entered a

dangerous era; one in which fake news, deception and dishonour

would become templates  for how other leaders

pursue power  and lead.

Since Trump’s shocking victory, which he himself did not

expect, and his assumption of the presidency, the world has

seen a new level of meanness, pettiness and unkindness that is

perhaps without precedent; most certainly not in recent history.

Never before has the “leader of the free world” been so

unrestrained and reckless in threats of using nuclear weapons,

and in showing disrespect to others, seemingly without conse-

quence.

Mr. Trump is perhaps the most unabashed president of the

United States in recent history. His administration has been un-

truthful to the American people with consummate ease and im-

punity. But a series of events have given hope to Americans.

The most recent being the defeat of the Trump-backed

Republican senatorial candidate for Alabama, retired Judge Roy

Moore by Democrat Doug Jones. Not only did Trump support

Moore, but also the Republican National Congress and the di-

visive and self-absorbed Trump advisor Steve Bannon.

The victory of Doug Jones over Roy Moore was a tri-

umph of decency over decadence and morality over depravity.

Moore was credibly accused of sexual crimes of underage girls

and has been twice removed from the office of judge in the

state of Alabama for violations of the canons of good conduct.

It was even alleged that he was banned from a particular

mall because of his practice of preying on young girls. Had

Moore won the election, it would have been the cruelest affir-

mation that Trump’s style of leadership of vitriol, verbal abuse,

disdain for others, lack of honour and integrity, and sheer crass-

ness were acceptable.

It should be noted that the state of Alabama has not elected a

democrat to the US Senate in over 25 years. But most impor-

tantly, it should be remembered that Alabama is the home of

some of the worst forms of racial injustice, and is where the

Montgomery bus boycott gave birth to the Civil Rights Move-

ment led by the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in his fight for

racial equality. The victory of Democrat Doug Jones in a favoured

Republican State, clearly indicates that leadership by decep-

tion, dishonour and falsehoods will not always prevail in today’s

world.    See page.........13

with its pivotal role in the Non-Aligned Movement.

While no one could deny Burnham’s quest for justice, equal-

ity and social rights, and his drive for higher education and

modernisation, yet, today, 50 years after independence, pov-

erty has risen and the economy is struggling.

In terms of education, we are leaving behind some 50 per-

cent of school-leaving cohorts without adequate certification to

further their education and become productive citizens. We can-

not be complacent, nor can we, as his political heirs give up on

his vision of nationhood.
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‘Will-power is the key to success.
Successful people strive no matter what

they feel by applying their will to

overcome apathy, doubt or fear’

USA Gun Violence: Beyond the Guns
By: Yvonne Sam

It’s clear to see America is facing a crisis of responsibility.

Once again America is engulfed in what she does best—

mourn, the most recent reason being the senseless killing of 14

students and 3 faculty members at Marjory Stoneman Douglas

High School in Parkland, Florida—-the 18th school shooting

for the current year, and the 291st since 2013.  To any con-

cerned human, the revelation of such data sounds like a serious

crisis that beggars immediate attention.    

Most troubling of all, is the fact that following each deadly

shooting rampage, which by now can be considered almost rou-

tine, there is a rush to make each incident follow a familiar script,

or a politically convenient template.

Every possible cause for the epidemic of graphic violence

has received consideration – from the number of guns/ assault

weapons, social media, anti-depressant drugs violent video

games and films, family and moral decline, the waning influence

of churches and inadequate mental health policies. From a po-

litical stance, the liberals blame lax gun control and the conser-

vatives attack tolerance towards terrorists groups, with neither

side addressing the key issue—how to stop the killings.

Of special note is the fact that after every incident, the mental

health discussion is put in motion, but sadly gets nowhere. Pray

tell, what balanced, well-adjusted, composed, mental person is

capable of mass murder?

Before anything much was known about the Parkland

shooting, the usual simplistic solutions for curbing the “epidemic

of mass slaughter in schools” were being proffered. The use of

firearms in mass shootings is the common denominator, with

variables such as political ideology, religious zeal and mental

illness serving as motivating factors.

Yes, there are other countries that have people suffering

from mental illness, political and religious fanatics and discon-

tented workers but none with a body count as remotely high as

America. The unchanging variable is that in America, virtually

anyone can amass an arsenal of handguns and assault rifles, as

the country also has some of the weakest controls over who

may buy a gun and what sorts of guns may be owned.

We’ve listened to the rhetoric:  Guns don’t kill. People do.

Of the 300 million of all kinds of guns currently in circulation in

America, only an infinitesimal fraction are used by people to

hurt other people. The one quirk that consistently flummoxes

fans and critics alike is, “Why, they ask, does America experi-

ence so many mass shootings? There have been calls for the

implementation of a national policy of putting metal detectors in

every school.

An answer is needed for this senseless loss of lives. The

fact is clear; America has a serious problem with gun violence

the statistics speak for themselves.  Americans need to give a

damn as it is blatantly obvious that so far they have not.  Basi-

cally translated, giving a damn requires Americans to commit to

solving the problem.  Gun violence must become a personal,

personal enough to make us change—

· Columbine, Sandy Hook, Aurora did not make us

change

· 26 children and 6 adults killed in Newtown, did not

make us change.

· 49 young adults at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando , Florida

· 58 country music fans in Las Vegas

· 26 churchgoers in Texas

And now 14 students and 3 faculty members in Parkland, Florida

would not make us change either. In a few days after the plethora

of remaining in thoughts and prayers sent, the news cycle will

change and life will go on as usual, until the next call for mourn-

ing.

While we do not have to agree on the causal factors be-

hind any mass shooting, we must all agree that we want to solve

the problem of mass shootings. We do not need to know how

to solve the problem, but we just need to put our best minds to

the task of solving it. Things will only change when enough Ameri-

cans determine that they must.

Something must be going on in American society that has

changed the landscape and caused angry, evil or mentally dis-

turbed young men to plan and carry out these mass shootings.

If the flawed argument is still in play that Guns do not kill

people. People do, then America answer the question—what

type of people are you?

Among the shining stars of the Marvel Studios’ superhero

movie “Black Panther” were Letitia Wright from Guyana and

Winston Duke of Tobago, who gave notable performances in

the Hollywood blockbuster.

The pair are riding the success of the anticipated film, which

had record-setting advance ticket sales and is in the middle of

an impressive four-day President’s Day weekend debut.

Based on the Marvel comic book series that started in the

mid-1960s, “Black Panther” stars Chadwick Boseman,

Michael B. Jordan, Lupita Nyong’o and Danai Gurira.

Wright, 24, was born in Guyana. While a child, she moved

to London with her family. She plays Shuri, the sister of T’Challa,

the prince who becomes ruler of the fictional African kingdom

of Wakanda and reigning Black Panther — the country’s masked

superhero protector.

Wright’s Shuri is passionate, intelligent, technologically in-

tense and — like the other female characters in “Panther” —

well equipped for intense physical combat.

Duke, 31, portrays the powerful leader M’Baku, whose

Jabari Tribe lives in far-flung mountains away from urban

Wakanda.

One of People magazine’s “Hottest Rising Stars” and the

focus of a Vanity Fair article titled “Black Panther’s Winston

Duke Is the Star You Should Be Watching,” the Tobago-born

actor came to the U.S. with his family when he was 9 years old.

He attended Yale School of Drama, became friends with

fellow student Nyong’o, and both were members of Yale’s

“Folks” club, co-founded by Yale alumnus — and fellow “Pan-

ther” actor — Angela Bassett for student actors of color, ac-

cording to the Vanity Fair article.

In a “Black Panther” post-credit scene, Wright gives au-

diences a peek into the upcoming the Marvel superhero movie,

“Avengers: Infinity War.” Along with Boseman and Gurira,

Wright and Duke appear in the Avengers sequel, which opens

in May.

The Black Panther movie has earned just under $422

million in North America after just 12 days of domestic

release.

_______________________

‘Black Panther’ superhero film
By: Jarred Mc Allister
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President Granger calls out the corrupt police officers
By: Adam Harris

President David Granger’s address to the annual police

officers’ conference was revealing. It highlighted the fact that

the head of state was unhappy with the level of corruption in the

force. In venting his unhappiness, he apportioned blame from

the top to the bottom.

A fish rots from the head, he said. He continued that when

one sees corruption at the bottom, it is because it is encouraged

from the top. He spoke of senior officers who actually support

the corruption by the junior ranks.

Indeed the very police force has been trying to grapple

with the corruption to the extent that it sacked a number of

corrupt ranks. But at the same time, the very force would sim-

ply transfer or demote some of them caught in corrupt acts.

Of interest is the officer who was caught with a quantity of

smuggled whisky. Had I been the person caught I would have

been prosecuted and probably jailed by now. This officer is still

out there somewhere. President Granger did not fail to notice

this fact.

From my point of view, the police are the people who make

us sleep at nights without a worry in the world. On occasions

they tracked down criminals with unprecedented haste, sug-

gesting that they had a handle on some criminals.

Many who have had brushes with the law say that often,

policemen are behind these crimes. This was the case of the

shooting to death of a businessman in Kitty. It was not long

after this businessman was shot that his assailant was arrested.

The policeman making the arrest was up to then the Run-

ner-up Best Cop. This should have been another feather in his

cap.

Then the news came that this very policeman was involved

in the shooting death. He was said to be a policeman who gave

drugs to people on the road to sell for him. How could this have

happened even as the force was evaluating this policeman?

Someone in the hierarchy had to be aware and was probably a

recipient of the spoils.

This is not the only case. Criminals have accused police-

men of running a ring of drug pushers. Some of them even be-

came hired guns for drug lords and big businessmen. Policemen

offering protection to business entities is nothing new. But they

have compromised themselves to the extent that if the business-

man runs afoul of the law, prosecution is often flawed.

Now we have the dismantling of a ring of carjackers. At

least two ex-policemen are involved to the extent that one of

them has been charged with armed robbery. This is a case of a

man sworn to serve and to protect the people of Guyana, at-

tacking the very people whom he swore to serve and to pro-

tect.

There is the saying that many who enter the force are crimi-

nal-minded individuals who merely infiltrate the system to learn

the skills and how to defeat the very system. Some have used

their weapons as tools for hire and collected money from the

robberies in which the weapon was used.

Some have actually smuggled weapons from the force and

put them on the road, even as their colleagues are in an uphill

battle to remove guns from the streets.

President Granger in that address on Thursday said that

many of these policemen, through their corruption, caused the

death of their colleagues. He has reasons to deal with corrup-

tion in the force. There was a report of a threat to kill him. A

commission found that the investigation was at worst, inept.

Senior police officers did not take the threat seriously. In fact,

the police commissioner was tainted.

He was on leave but he called a subordinate to release one

of the men fingered in the alleged threat. The commission found

that he did not act in the best interest of the force. He will leave

the force under a cloud.

If Guyana had a tax system like, for example, the United

States, many senior police officers would have been jailed. They

have posh homes that their salary could not buy. That would

suggest that they got money from other sources.

The situation is in the open but this will in no way end the

corruption. A woman is charged with killing somebody on the

roadway. It took a long time to get her to court. When she

goes, it transpires that evidence was removed from her files.

I am not going to talk to the low level of corruption of

policemen demanding payment on the roads in lieu of prosecu-

tion for infractions. I am not going to talk about those who take

money for no reason at all. These are the ranks who operate

roadblocks.

Guyana is a small society; everything is exposed some time

or the other. People talk about calling the police after a robbery

but failing to get a response. Hours later, people would report

that a police patrol was not far away. The conclusion is that the

very police patrol was in on the robbery.

There was an attempted robbery on Republic Bank. One

of the perpetrators was killed and some others arrested. Among

those arrested were policemen. We hear that had a security

guard service not been on hand the robbers, had they succeeded,

would have escaped, because the policemen would have di-

verted any chase.

Mr. Granger may not be aware of all these things, but he

knows that there is corruption. The unfortunate thing is that there

is no credible unit in the force to charge the corrupt among

them. Indeed the members of such a unit would be seriously

threatened, because one does not squeal on one’s colleagues.

In the United States, there have been reports of the inves-

tigative unit being targeted and members even killed. The solu-

tion to the problem therefore lies with the wider society, with

people who are privy to information. Some of them may even

feed the corruption.

As the saying goes, not every apple in the barrel is bad.

We have had cases of people reporting substantial bribes being

offered to them. Last week, a man was sent to jail for offering

money to a Customs Anti-Narcotics Unit officer.

We have had the case of a woman offering millions of dol-

lars to a police rank to botch the prosecution of a relative who

was accused of being involved in a murder. But these few are

overshadowed by the majority. President Granger knew what

he was saying.

In Baltimore eight members of the Gun Trace Task

Force were indicted on federal racketeering charges.

They are accused of falsifying testimony, bilking the

city for overtime, selling stolen guns and drugs, rob-

bing residents — effectively operating a crime ring

for years under the cover of their badges.

Six officers pleaded guilty; four have cooperated

with federal prosecutors. Two pleaded not guilty; dur-

ing their trial, former task force colleagues helped

prosecutors portray the unit as cops-turned-robbers

who brutalized the city they’d sworn to protect.



11

Here’s why gun control legislation is difficult to pass: The

gun lobby, that includes the National Rifle Association (NRA),

spent $135 million during 1998 to 2017 to oppose gun control

laws. Gun control advocacy groups, on the other hand, spent a

mere $19 million. The politicians are in the hip pocket of the

NRA and they dance to the tune of the gun lobby. Sen. Marco

Rubio could not distance himself from the NRA at the recent

CNN Town Hall meeting.

Those well-worn words, ‘you are in our thoughts and

prayers’ mean little to parents who must bury their children af-

ter another senseless shooting. But the sales of guns increase

after every mass killing. People feel that there is a need to pro-

tect themselves or that the government will pass laws to restrict

the purchase of guns.

When the cameras leave and the glare of publicity is dimmed

it becomes business as usual. The site of the massacre reverts

to a footnote in history. The debate between the gun owning

lobby, and those that advocate gun control, is left for another

day. Too much is at stake to rock the boat. Inaction still rules.

A November 2017 poll has shown that 3 in 10 gun owners

believe that restricting the legal sale of guns would lead to fewer

mass shootings. When the non-gun owners were asked about

restricting the sale of guns a total of 56 percent responded that

it would lead to less crime. But 54 percent of gun owners stated

that there would be less crime if people owned more guns.

Clearly, there is no consensus and the discussion has seen

an America that is polarized on the question of guns. President

Trump wouldn’t even mention the word ‘gun’ in his message to

the families in Florida. It was a problem of mental health and

not guns, according to the President.

In the case of Florida, the shooter was home- grown, did

not express Islamic views and could very well have belonged to

a white extremist group. Isn’t it ironic that Nikolas Cruz wore a

‘Make America Great’ cap so beloved by Pres- ident Trump?

How was Cruz able to buy multiple guns? As politicians give

their spin on the Florida mass shootings they would do well to

realize that there have been 18 shootings since January 2018.

There were school shootings in Seattle WA, Maplewood

MN, Dear- born MI, Bronx NY, Los Angeles CA, St. Johns

MI, Oxon Hill MD, Ben- ton KY, Philadelphia PA, Denison

TX, San Bernadino CA, Mobile AL, Winston-Salem NC, Italy

TX, Sierra Vista AZ, Marshall TX, Gentilly LA, Parkland FL

and the latest in the Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida.

There were statements from former Pres- ident Barack

Obama and Vice President Joe Biden about the shootings. Mr.

Obama called for com- mon-sense gun safety laws while Mr.

Biden said that, ‘Congress has a moral obligation to take action

and spare more families from this violence.’ It was Mr. Obama

and Mr. Biden that went to Florida in June 2016 and placed

flowers at a memorial for the Orlando shootings.

There were calls at that time for action. Mr. Obama re-

minded the nation that it was too easy for someone to get their

hands on a weapon that lets them shoot people in a school, or a

movie theater, or in a nightclub.’ The Orlando shootings

prompted Harry Reid to state that ‘the American people are

desperately looking for help, some help, any help.’

Despite the desperation, no help was forth- coming. Then

came Las Vegas. A gunman killed 55 people at a concert last

October. Surely, this would lead to gun control legislation. A

bipartisan group in Congress introduced legislation to ban the

sale of bump fi re stocks. It was found that this device made it

possible for semi-automatic rifles to fi re faster.

The bill is stalled in Congress. The Republicans have re-

ferred the matter to the Bureau of Firearms and Explosives for

a ruling; legislation in Congress would create problems with their

base. A month after Las Vegas, a gunman entered a church in

Texas and killed 26 people. The Air Force did not contact the

Criminal Background system that could give prevented the crimi-

nal from buying a gun. In the case of Florida the FBI did not

follow up with the information it received about Cruz.

Speaker Paul Ryan referred to a bill that is sitting in the

Senate that would speed up the background checks but that bill

has been stalled since December 2017. Speaker Ryan stated

that steps were taken to catch the bad guys while law-abiding

citizens had the right to buy guns. Despite his assurances 18

shootings have occurred in the first two months of 2018.

Why is it difficult, if not impossible, for America to control

guns? The sheer number and types of guns make it hard for

control measures to be effective. The Harvard Injury Control

Center states that ‘there’s a gun for every man, woman and

child in America, around 300 million of them.’ After San Ber-

nardino, gun sales went up by 50 per cent.

Apart from numbers there is political pressure. There is

little doubt that the greatest pressure comes from the National

Rifle Association. At a rally in Florida, young survivors of the

latest shooting called for tighter gun controls. One student, Emma

Gonzalez, attacked President Trump, and other politicians, for

taking do- nations from the NRA. How valid is this claim?

Sen. Marco Rubio from Florida has called the Parkland

shooting ‘a terrible day’ but Rubio has received $3,303,355 in

campaign contributions from the NRA. Rubio later said on Fox

News that we should know all the facts before jumping to con-

clusions. This mirrors closely the position of the NRA. But Rubio

is not the only recipient of NRA’s money.

The person that heads the list is Pres- ident Trump. Ac-

cording to the Center for Responsive Politics, Trump was given

a whopping $30 million by the NRA to defeat Hillary Clinton.

Trump said that he would give the Parkland community what-

ever they want. How about get- ting assault weapons away

from the streets?

Senator John Mc- Cain received $7.7 million from the NRA

while Sen. Mitch Mc- Connell and Sen. Joni Ernst received

$1.3 and $3.1 million, respectively. Shannon Watts is the founder

of ‘Moms Demand for Gun Sense in America.’ She says that

the victims deserve more than thoughts and prayers. She wants

real action by the lawmakers.

The best hope for real action appears to be in the hands of

the young. They are fed up with the usual excuses and want

change. Marches, peaceful demonstrations, and rallies will in-

crease. Carly Novell hid in a closet for two hours on the day of

the shooting. She said, ‘this IS about guns and this is about all

the people who had their lives abruptly ended because of guns.’

Is Washington listening?

Politics of Gun Control: Time for Action!

By: Dhanpaul Narine

“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health of

himself and of his family.....”

 "Emancipate yourself from mental slavery,"

because "None but ourselves can free our minds"

Much has been done in Guyana since 2015
but passed unnoticed by many people...

Minister of Social Cohesion is interested
in ‘on the ground’ approach to developing

National Unity.



CSJAD condemns Violent Attacks against innocent civilians

12

Will our political Leaders fail to

inspire the nation and not capitalize

on a progressive era for guyana

By: Carlyle Harry

About Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day was celebrated on February 14th, and

continuing our pattern of INFORMING and EDUCATING,

we present this piece about the DAY.

Readers, Valentine’s Day first became associated

with romantic love within the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the

14th century, when the tradition of courtly love flourished. 

In eighteenth century England, Valentine’s Day evolved into

an occasion in which lovers expressed their love for each other

by   presenting each other with flowers, offerings

of confectionery, and sending greeting cards .

In Europe, Saint Valentine’s Keys were given to lovers “as

a romantic symbol and as an invitation to unlock the giver’s

heart”, as well as to children, in order to ward off epilepsy (called

Saint Valentine’s Malady). Valentine’s Day symbols that are used

today include the heart-shaped outline doves, and the figure of

the winged Cupid.

Since the 19th century, handwritten valentines have given

way to mass-produced greeting cards, chocolates, and con-

fectionery.

Saint Valentine’s Day is an official feast day in the Anglican

Communion, as well as in the Lutheran Church. Many parts of

the Eastern Orthodox Church also celebrate Saint Valentine’s

Day, albeit on July 6 and July 30, the former date in honor of

the Roman presbyter Saint Valentine, and the latter date in honor

of Hierolatry Valentine, the Bishop of Interamna (modern Terni).

Each year on February 14th, many people exchange cards,

candy, gifts or flowers with their special “valentine.” The day of

romance we call Valentine’s Day is named for a Christian mar-

tyr and dates back to the 5th century, but has origins in the

Roman holiday Lupercalia.(persons also wear RED to social-

functions)

Every February 14th, across the United States and in other

places around the world, candy, flowers and gifts are exchanged

between loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. But who is

this mysterious saint, and where did these traditions come from?

The history of Valentine’s Day–and the story of its patron

saint–are shrouded in mystery. We do know that February has

long been celebrated as a month of romance, and that St.

Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of both

Christian and ancient Roman traditions. But who was Saint

Valentine, and how he became associated with this ancient rite?

The Catholic Church recognizes at least three different

Saints named Valentine or Valentinus, all of whom were

martyred. One legend contends that Valentine was a priest who

served during the third century in Rome, when Emperor Claudius

II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with

wives and families, he thus outlawed marriage for young men...(It

is believed that the color-RED around Valentine’s Day, is a sym-

bol of those martyrdoms.)

It is reported that Valentine recognizing the injustice of the

decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages

for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were dis-

covered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Other sto-

ries suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting

to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons, where they were

often beaten and tortured.

According to one legend, an imprisoned Valentine actually

sent the first “valentine” greeting himself after he fell in love with

a young girl–possibly his jailor’s daughter–who visited him dur-

ing his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote

her a letter signed “From your Valentine,” an expression that is

still in use today.

Although the truth behind the Valentine legends is murky,

the stories all emphasize, the appeal as a sympathetic, heroic

and–most importantly–romantic figure. By the Middle Ages,

perhaps thanks to this reputation, Valentine would become one

of the most popular saints in England and France.

While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated

around the middle of February to commemorate the anniver-

sary of Valentine’s death or burial–which probably occurred

around A.D. 270–others claim that the Christian church may

have decided to place St. Valentine’s feast day in the middle of

February in an effort to “Christianize” the pagan celebration of

Lupercalia which was celebrated at the ides of February, or

February 15—Lupercalia was a fertility festival  dedicated to

Faunus, the Roman god of agriculture, as well as to the Roman

founders Romulus and Remus.

From Tony and Us
We wish you Happy Valentine’s.
Please enjoy the day 
in your own/peculiar way.
Go out and party, 
Say hello to everybody,
Share your presents

and include your presence.

_______________________

There had been spectacular Democrat victories in recent

state elections in New Jersey and Virginia where democratic

governors were elected. The victories were the first forceful

rebuke of President Trump and his party by the voters. Demo-

crats have capitalized on his unpopularity to capture the gover-

norships and make significant inroads into communities that once

favoured the Republican Party. Indeed, it is a sign that the Trump

train is being derailed.

But there are other areas in which the Trump’s unflattering

world is being unraveled. The recent indictment and guilty pleas

of his former aides and advisors by Special Prosecutor Robert

Muller, and the likelihood of more to come, are signs that, con-

trary to what many feared that Trump would become the new

norm, and was unstoppable is in fact, thankfully, not the case.

Deception, dishonesty and falsehoods will not triumph.

Deception, Dishonesty and
Falsehoods

(Continued from page.............8)

VALENTINE’s DAY

THE LEGEND OF ST. VALENTINE

A PAGAN FESTIVAL IN FEBRUARY
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
emphasize that Suicide
cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a

collaborative and
broader approach...

THE ABSENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAKES CLAIMS OF DEMOCRACY IN GUYANA A BIG GIMMICK

NOTHING LESS WILL SUFFICE UNTIL THERE IS A REVOLUTION OF VALUES
 AND A MORE RADICAL RELOCATING OF POWER TO THE DISPOSSESSED

A Crisis of

Child Abuse in

Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

SATURDAY, MARCH 17th

The Centre for Social Justice and Development Inc: Special

Working Breakfast for community leaders. At the African Cen-

ter for Community Empowerment- 111-20 Farmers Blvd. St

Albans. Info Call: Penny at 646-894-4237 or Tony 978-686-4081

SATURDAY, MARCH 17th

Linden Fund USA : Annual Spring Dance. At: Woodbine Social

Club, 2281 Church Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. From: 10 p.m. - 4:00

a.m. Music by – Dj Flexx and Dj Supreme. Ticket: $25 adv. For

info. Call Sammy: 646-831-1759 or Paula: 732-216-3137;

SATURDAY, MARCH 17th

Toronto Kaiteur Lions Club: 26th Anniversary Ball. At: Sts. Pe-

ter & Paul Banquet Hall- 231 Milner Ave. Scarborough. Dinner

at 7:30 p.m. Formal Dress. Tickets: $60. Music by: Victor Shim

& The Surefire Band. Info. Call Teddy Boyce at 905-430-3314;

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MARCH 23rd and 24th

Walter Rodney Foundation: The 15th Annual Walter Rodney Sym-

posium. Theme- 1968 to 2018: Reflecting on 50 Years of Struggle

At: The AUC Robert W. Woodruff Library in Atlanta, Georgia.

For more information- Call: 678-597-8754 or visit the WRF website

http://www.walterrodneyfoundation.org

SUNDAY, MAY 13th

Guliana Jacobs-Moses

Ancient Africans Discovered America

Thousands of Years Ago
Universe Inside You – Published on Jan 23, 2018

Africans had frequently sailed across the Atlantic to the Ameri-

cas, thousands of years before Columbus and indeed before Christ.

The great ancient civilizations of Egypt and West Africa trav-

eled to the Americas, contributing immensely to early American

civilization by importing the art of pyramid building, political sys-

tems and religious practices as well as mathematics, writing and

a sophisticated calendar. The strongest evidence of African pres-

ence in America before Columbus comes from the pen of Co-

lumbus himself.   

In 1920, a renowned American historian and linguist, Leo

Weiner of Harvard University, in his book, Africa and the discov-

ery of America, explained how Columbus noted in his journal that

Native Americans had confirmed that “black skinned people had

come from the south-east in boats, trading in gold-tipped spears.”

S o u r c e s :   h t t p s : / / a n c i e n t - c o d e . c o m /   h t t p s : / /

www.globalresearch.cahttp://www.ancientpages.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j52z8YLesr4

GEMS Int. Cultural Assoc. Inc: 5th Mother’s Day Brunch, ‘Hats

Off’ ft. Jay Harmony: An Afternoon of High Tea & Fashionable

Hats! At: Sts Peter & Paul Banquet Hall- 231 Milner Ave.

Scarborough, ON. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. Music by Dj Dale.

Ticket info. Call: Charlene at 647-895-0795 or GT 416-751-2461.

SUNRISE

09-06-1961
SUNSET

02-03-2018


