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Exxon oil contract to be made public ‘No reward for
bad behaviour’

Tis the season to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ

____________________________________________

By: Carlyle Harry

By: Svetlana Marshall

Dr. Barton Scotland

…PM backs Speaker’s decision to

disallow questions on some agencies

SPEAKER of the National Assembly,

Dr. Barton Scotland moved ahead with

the consideration of the 2018 National

budget by disallowing questions on the es-

timates of some agencies that were slated

to be scrutinized but were held hostage

when Opposition, Member of Parliament

Juan Edghill was ruled out of order.

The opposition protested this move

and accused the government and Speaker

of trying to muzzle

them and dodge

scrutiny, but without

much delay Prime

Minister Moses

Nagamootoo and

Leader of the

House emphasised

that there was a time

that was agreed to for each ministry to be

examined.

He said if by their own act the PPP

decided on Monday to frustrate the pro-

cess “by gross disorderly conduct then you

have to suffer the consequences.” “Their

bad behaviour cannot be awarded with

additional time. The Speaker quite cor-

rectly put the matters that were left over

from Monday for approval and that was

done…This is not an opposition that you

are likely to convince by reason or by

principle it is a runaway train and will re-

main so once Bharrat Jagdeo is in driver’s

seat,” the Prime Minister declared.

Among the agencies whose budgets

were approved without questioning were:

Ministries of Natural Resources, Agricul-

ture and Ministry of the Presidency, which

included the Prime Minister’s See page.....2

Christmas-Day is a Christian holiday

that honors the birth of Jesus Christ...It is

celebrated on the 25th of December in

several parts of the world.

Christmas has evolved over two mil-

lennia into a worldwide religious and secu-

lar celebration, incorporating many pre-

Christian and pagan traditions into the fes-

tivities along the way. Today, Christmas

is a time for family and friends to get to-

gether and exchange gifts.

The United States of America has

many different traditions and ways in

which residents celebrate Christmas, this

is because the country is occupied by Im-

migrants from a variety of countries giv-

ing it a multi-cultural nature.

On this day, most Government offices,

major Businesses, and Educational Insti-

tutions are closed.

In the main, many of the customs are

similar to ones in the UK, France, Italy,

The Netherlands, Poland and Mexico (for

example).

For example,  The traditional meal for

Western European families is turkey or

ham with cranberry sauce; while Families

from Eastern European origins favor tur-

key with trimmings, kielbasa (a Polish sau-

sage), cabbage dishes, and soups; and

some Italian families prefer lasagna.

Some Americans use pop-corn

threaded on string to help decorate their

Christmas Tree.

Some Americans, especially Christians

will go to Church in order to celebrate

the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas.

Many churches have special Christmas

Carol services and events where the story

of Christmas is told.  

In New England (the American States

of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode

Island, Vermont, New Hampshire and

Maine), there are shops called ‘Christ-

mas Shops’ that only sell Christmas deco-

rations and toys all the year round.

Americans also send out Christmas

Cards, they hold Carol singing sessions,

and there is the usual custom of the

Christmas Pickle.

People in America like to decorate the

outsides of their houses with lights and

sometimes even statues of Santa Claus,

Snowmen and Reindeers....Cookies and

glasses of milk are often left out as a snack

for Santa.

Towns and cities often decorate the

streets with lights to celebrate Christmas,

while several stores decorate their show-

Windows.

The most famous Christmas street

lights in the USA are at  See page........11

CHRISTMAS IN THE U.S.A.

      fter months of intense public pres-

sure over an anticipated fortune-changer

oil deal for Guyana, Government has an-

nounced that it is getting ready to make

public its con-

tract with US-

owned giant,

ExxonMobil.

The disclo-

sure was made

by Minister of

State, Joseph

Harmon, dur-

ing a post-

Cabinet press briefing.

While being questioned about the con-

tract, Harmon disclosed that the document

at the Cabinet meeting of the ministers and

President David Granger. He said that the

The Noble Bob Douglas drillship starts drilling in 2018

  A ExxonMobil contract with the Govern-

ment of Guyana will be made public dur-

ing the month of December. The docu-

ment will include the terms and conditions.

 Questioned

whether Exxon/

Mobil has agreed

to the release, the

spokeman said

that there are cer-

tain steps to be-

taken in the

back ground

          checks in the lead-

up to the release of the document, hence

the timeline.

Earlier this year, amid growing pres-

sure of the release of details of the oil deal,

the Coalition Government   See page......2
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‘No reward for bad behaviour’
(Continued from cover page) Office. The total budget for those

agencies amounted to around $23.3B.

The Speaker’s decision was met with objection by the Op-

position – People’s Progressive Party (PPP), who took a deci-

sion to walk out of the Chambers but not before hurling insults

not only at the Government Members of Parliament but the

Speaker as well.

At the convening of the National Assembly on Tuesday,

the Speaker reminded the House that the Capital Expenditure

for the Ministry of Presidency was not considered on Monday

because of the Juan Edghill fiasco which resulted in the work of

the Committee of Supply being suspended. The consideration

of the estimates for the Guyana Defence Force, the Office of

the Prime Minister, Ministry of Business, Ministry of Agricul-

ture and the Ministry of Natural Resources was also affected as

a result of the crisis that faced the National Assembly on Mon-

day in which police were called in to remove Edghill.

Dr. Scotland informed the Parliamentarians that as a result

of the situation, questions will not be permitted for the agencies

that were scheduled for Monday December 11, 2017. But this

was met with shouts of no from the Opposition benches. “The

Speaker is complicit,” the Leader of the Opposition Bharrat

Jagdeo said. “This is rape of democracy” another opposition

member shouted even as the Speaker attempted to maintain

order at the level of Committee of Supply, to which he chairs.

Despite major objection on side of the Opposition, the

Speaker held fast to his decision. “Honourable Members I am

not entertaining questions until we get to Tuesday, on Tuesday’s

agencies, members are free to ask questions… I propose to

treat with all the agencies that were untreated yesterday (Mon-

day), without debate,” he told the Parliamentarians.

After being repeatedly told that they are not permitted to

ask questions on the agencies that were scheduled for consid-

eration on Monday, the Opposition MPs took a decision to

walk out of the Chambers for yet another time.

Subsequently, the Capital Expenditure for the Ministry of

the President Ministry was approved to the tune of $1.8 billion.

Additionally, estimates for the Prime Minister – $839 million;

Ministry of Agriculture- $16.8 billion; Ministry of Business- $2.1

billion and the Ministry of Natural Resources- $1.8 billion were

also approved without any explanation.

Opposition Chief Whip Gail Teixeira upon exiting the

Chamber told reporters that the Speaker’s decision is a threat

to Parliamentary Democracy. “We are taking the blows one

after another and it is showing that the government doesn’t want

transparency, doesn’t want accountability, and in fact what is

going on in this Parliament is a threat to Parliamentary Democ-

racy,” she alleged. The opposition members returned in the

Chamber when the Committee of Supply had completed the

agencies listed under Monday’s schedule and was about to

commence the consideration of agencies for Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Nagamootoo argued that the opposition’s pro-

test is entirely without basis. He said the Standing orders pro-

vided for a maximum of seven days for the consideration of the

estimates with the Committee of Supply meeting from 2pm to

10pm for seven days. He said they have decided to meet from

10am to 10pm which accounts for 12 hours per day for five

days totaling 60 hours. The Prime Minister added that by a

motion moved by him and approved by Assembly the time was

regulated to 10 am to 10pm.

“We are meeting four hours more…The opposition has

more time to scrutinize the estimates. But in keeping with their

policy of non-cooperation, there was a stalemate to settle on

the time schedule and they chose instead to come to parliament

floor to use this issue for political propaganda,” the Prime Min-

ister told the Guyana Chronicle.

Responding to accusation of the government muzzling the

opposition, Mr. Nagamootoo said the PPP had raised this issue

before. However he said the records would show in the 10th

Parliament under Donald Ramotar the National Assembly met

for 88 sittings. He said the APNU+AFC Government is just

midway in the 11th Parliament and has met 80 times. “This is

hardly likely to be a Parliament where they are muzzled be-

cause by the time we go into recess for Christmas we will be

just four sittings behind the 10th Parliament.”

Edghill fiasco

Without basis 

Exxon oil contract to be made public
(Continued from cover page) said that security reasons and confi-

dentiality clauses in the contract would prove to be barriers.

ExxonMobil stated previously that it was willing to release the

contract once its partners and Government of Guyana, as stake-

holders, gave the green light.

With regard to the implications of national security, the Gov-

ernment would be referring to the ongoing border controversy

with neighbouring Venezuela.

That country is claiming a large part of Essequibo and even

the area where ExxonMobil and its partners discovered oil in

2015, about 100 miles offshore Guyana, in a claim that stretches

back over a century.

The matter is now being mediated at the level of the United

Nations and should no resolution be reached by year-end,

Guyana has the right to exercise its options of approaching the

International Court of Justice.

Government has in essence been fearful of the impact the

contract’s release would have on the border controversy, but

the “excuse” has been scoffed at by critics, who argued that the

overriding issue of Guyanese, knowing what deal they got on

the oil, is of paramount importance.

Questioned about whether public pressure and the secu-

rity implications would have played a role in the decision to

release the contract, Minister Harmon disclosed that a number

of considerations were taken into account, with the matter be-

ing discussed in a “fulsome” manner by Cabinet.

According to Harmon, the administration has recognized

the need by the population for greater inclusiveness and for more

information to be provided. The minister noted that his govern-

ment is not deaf to the concerns of Guyanese.

In fact, it is the belief of the Government to take the public

into its confidence with not only the ExxonMobil contract but

others as well, including those involving the country’s natural

resources. It all has to do with the “national patrimony” of the

people, he said.

The exploratory licence with ExxonMobil goes back to

1999 when it was signed.

It was not until after the administration entered office in

May 2015 that the find, the first one of commercial quantity in

Guyana, was announced.

ExxonMobil and its partners, Hess Corporation and

CNOOC, said that the find was significant and number of wells

drilled later placed estimated at least 2.8B barrels of oil in the

offshore area.

In 2016, ExxonMobil secured a production contract from

government.

In June this year, Government announced that it has been

able to raise the 1 percent royalty in the exploratory licence to

two percent after negotiations.     See page...............10



3

Carlyle Harry   Gulianne Jacobs
Tony Jones     Noel Moses

EDITORIAL BOARD

Why Defer Today’s Possibility for the Uncertainty of  Tomorrow

JUST MY OPINION - Guest Columnist

‘The New Road’ serves as an instrument
to inform the Guyanese Diaspora. It is a
monthly publication of the Centre For Social
Justice And Development Inc.

All articles herein are determined for
relevancy. The views expressed are those of
the authors. Our editorial board reserves the
right to reject or edit all pieces or give credits
where necessary.
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gtcsjad

Five decades later, the

real cause of the explosion

on board the Son Chapman

and those responsible for

its detonation are yet to be

determined. This inaction-

the absence of a final reso-

lution has prompted calls

for an inquiry into the trag-

edy. The first terrorist act in

Guyana, which resulted

with 43 people being killed.
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History of Christmas

Remember Change

Begins From Within

Each Of Us

Join Other

Concerned

Nationals And

Fashion The

New Guyana!

maY 12th 2015
Marks the
DAWN of a
New era

A PHASEPHASEPHASEPHASEPHASE  of
EnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenment

whereby things humanly
possible are

accomplished by all

It would be easy enough to imagine

Christmas as a simple continuum of tradi-

tion dating from the birth of Christ. You’d

begin with the nativity story, apply the

December 25th date to Jesus’ birth, es-

tablish the gift-giving precedent of the magi

and work from there. Over the centuries,

classic Christmas traditions would accu-

mulate: perhaps beginning with the yule

log, followed by the tree and finally wind-

ing up in the present day with giant inflat-

able snowmen and icicle lights.

The history of Christmas, however, is

hardly a continuum. It is a varied and ri-

otous story, one that actually predates the

birth of Christ. Early Europeans marked

the year’s longest night- the winter sol-

stice- as the beginning of longer days and

the rebirth of the sun. They slaughtered

livestock that could not be kept through

the winter and feasted from late Decem-

ber through January. German pagans hon-

ored Oden, a frightening god who flew

over settlements at night, blessing some

people and cursing others. The Norse in

Scandinavia celebrated yuletide, and each

family burnt a giant log and feasted until it

turned to ash.

In Rome, people celebrated the rau-

cous festival of Saturnalia from Dec. 17

to Dec. 24 in honor of Saturn, the god of

agriculture. The celebration consisted of

a carnival-like period of feasting, carous-

ing, gambling, gift-giving and upended

social positions. Slaves could don their

masters’ clothes and refuse orders and

children had command over adults. Two

other Roman festivals, Juvenilia, a feast in

honor of Rome’s children, and Mithras, a

celebration in honor of the infant god

Mithra, also fell near the solstice.

By the fourth century, the church de-

cided that Christians needed a Decem-

ber holiday to rival solstice celebrations.

Church leaders selected Dec. 25 for

the Feast of the Nativity. Christmas gained

ground over the next several hundred

years, becoming a full-fledged holiday by

the ninth century, although it was still less

important than Good Friday and Easter.

Early Christmas, however, was not the

peaceful, albeit busy family holiday we

know today. Christmas’ proximity to

Saturnalia resulted in it its absorbing some

of the Roman festival’s excesses. Christ-

mas in the middle ages featured feasting,

drinking, riotous behavior and caroling for

money. Religious puritans disapproved of

such excess in the name of Christ and con-

sidered the holiday blasphemous. Oliver

Cromwell went so far as to cancel Christ-

mas when he seized control of England in

1645. Decorations were forbidden and

soldiers patrolled the street in search of

celebrants cooking meat. Puritans in the

American colonies took a similarly dour

view of Christmas: Yuletide festivities were

outlawed in Boston from 1659 till 1681.

But by the late 18th century and

throughout the 19th century, Christmas

began to take on the tame associations it

has today. New Yorker Washington Irv-

ing wrote popular stories about Christ-

mas that invented and appropriated old

traditions, presenting them as the customs

of the English gentry. Queen Victoria’s

German husband, Prince Albert, intro-

duced a Christmas tree to Windsor Castle

in 1846. An engraving of the couple with

their children in front of the tree popular-

ized the custom throughout England and

the United States.
____________________

Modern pagans still celebrate the winter solstice

at Stonehenge in England

In Guyana, how much tradition has

really been retained from past Christ-

mases? With 60 percent of the country’s

population being youths, new Christmas

traditions have evolved as their focus has

shifted in different areas. But the making

of black cake, ginger-beer, pepper-pot,

roast pork, ham, cook-up and other deli-

cacies as well as the singing of carols and

masquerades have remained.

It is still exciting to see the special

items of fruits or produce, not seen

throughout the year, coming in for Christ-

mas. The fruits for making black cake

would have been ground and placed in a

jar soaked with wine or alcohol. Christ-

mas is not only a time of merrymaking and

feasting, but also of increased stress as

most people attempt to ensure that ev-

erything, including the shopping for pre-

sents and cleaning, cooking and baking

are perfect for the big day.

From the 20th century and beyond,

the focus of Christmas for better or worst

has become increasingly commercialized.
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Let us align ourselves to his ways

This missive serves to be a voice of reassurance to my

fellow citizens. That better days are ahead, regardless of the

challenges this dear land has experienced and is presently ex-

periencing. I know that God is in control and he has a plan for

Guyana.

The reports of death by horrific vehicular accidents, moral

failings by some of our leaders, corruption, domestic violence

and suicide have taken a toll on the psyche of this nation; but

the destiny of the land is in the hands of God. He determines the

appointed times and boundaries of our habitations.

Be assured that better days are dawning on us as a nation

and, thus we ought not to be negative in our projections be-

cause of the state of affairs we are presently experiencing. There

is always darkness before light and valleys before mountains.

So as a nation let us be optimistic, desire good and dedi-

cate our energies towards climbing out of the valley of deca-

dence. The great Nelson Mandela said “There is no easy walk

to freedom anywhere, and many of us will have to pass through

the valley of the shadow of death again and again before we

reach the mountain top of our desires”.

The destiny of this great nation is not in the hands of man,

but in the hands of the Omnipotent God. Let us align ourselves

to his ways and he will exalt this Nation.

Recently, a resident of West Demerara called ‘Action Line’

to complain about the uneven and unfair rate structure being

applied by taxi drivers.

His plea was for an intervention by the Government. The

moderator spent some time to explain the realities of a free open

market economy, and that there was nothing that can be done

in the circumstances. I understand the point the moderator was

making but don’t agree that citizens or consumers must accept

meekly what appears to be unfair practices by others.

Sections of our media have been exposing, attacking and

criticising perceived missteps, mistakes and alleged

misdemeanours by the governmental apparatus at several lev-

els. This is their right and their duty, which should neither be

denied nor throttled.

However, much more has to done in the area of public

relations, including keeping citizens informed on all aspects of

the Administration’s activity that ought to be of public interest.

This must be done in a timely manner and not wait to react

when matters of interest are brought to the fore by others.

An area that requires urgent attention by the media and

civil society comes under the rubric of Consumer Protection.

There is need for both the Consumer’s Association and the

Bureau of Standards to be more aggressive.

Recently, I purchased a mop bucket and mop stick to re-

place the ones used in the house. The ones in three stores were

made of slender plastic that clearly could not last more than a

few weeks. There were  mops with a few strands of cotton,

described by an aide as a joke. I asked the salesperson whether

people bought what was clearly inferior and near useless plastic

items. With a smirk on her face she said ‘yes,’ poor people buy

them all the time. The old story of ‘penny wise pound foolish.’

Next, I purchased an electric iron from a popular store on

Regent Street, in late September, 2017. Co-incidentally, while

listening to the Action Line Programme, I plugged in the iron

and after attempts at several points, discovered that the iron

was dead. When I reported this to my wife, she reminded me

Bishop Joseph Inniss

_______________________

that whilst in Miami last week she purchased an iron for use in

Trinidad, but I refused saying that I recently purchased one in

Guyana.

In August, I purchased a certain eye-drop and paid $8,000

dollars for a 10ml vial. A few days later the agents were out of

stock. I was told that another pharmacy should have supplies. I

called to enquire and ‘yes’ they had but the price was $13,000

thirteen thousand dollars for the same 10ml vial. I called a sec-

ond time then requested to speak with the manager, confident

that the price quoted was an error.

The person answered the second time insisted that the price

was right, sadly, the tone of the sales person clearly insinuated

take it or leave it. I am now making arrangements to have the

drops sent to me from Trinidad where it’s available and cheaper.

It is clear that there is a group of business people who are

reasonable and offer quality goods at acceptable prices. How-

ever, we have those that are exploiters and care little about

jacking up prices knowing fully well that the item/s may be in

short supply. But is this the price the consumer and citizens must

pay for a free open economy?

I grew up in Guyana where the British had a price con-

trolled unit that disallowed the kind of rampant exploitation evi-

dent in the pharmacy that has put on a five thousand dollars

profit on a single item.

I call on the Chamber of Commerce and other business

and industrial associations to come to the rescue of the so far

silent majority, the victims of those whose only concern is

maximising profit.

Something has to be done about this rape upon the poor.

Hamilton Green

____________________

Christmas coming and this is de time when people does do

some stupidness. All of a sudden people who never hold a screw-

driver does present himself as an electrician.

In de height of de crowd was a man that visit a place that

does deal wid cell phones and sophisticated things like dem

electronic things.

Dem boys don’t know if is because he see de crowd or de

money that flowing but he decide to test a point. Dem did plug

in some fairy lights and de whole string refuse to light.

Up comes this manager who promote himself to electri-

cian wid de screwdriver. De next thing dem boys see is blue

flame and a man who don’t smoke suddenly smoking.

Is when he eyes roll up that dem boys know something

wrang. He get save because de circuit break.

He end up in hospital wheh he ain’t even know if is night or

day but dem boys want him to recover.

During this same season people who don’t know nutten

bout contractor wuk does claim how dem is contractor.

A man who been doing this wuk fuh years although he never

study to be a contractor get a lash because a beam collapse at

a project.

He family can’t enjoy Christmas. But dem ain’t de only

one. A man drive a minibus like a race car and kill a man pun a

bicycle. He tun and run away.

Dem boys see more madness. Whole year container truck

running pun de road and no accident. All of a sudden because is

Christmas time, dem had to clean up four lamp post and two

telegraph pole.

Then you got some of dem man who drinking every chance

dem get. Is Christmas and dem getting nuff offer.

De police now mekking money to pay dem bonus. De number

of people who getting test positive fuh alcohol so high that next

year de police will refuse to ask de govt fuh a pension.

Talk half and wait fuh more madness at Christmas.



5

Black voters delivered for Doug Jones: Stop thanking us- and ask why Whites didn’t

By: Kelly Macias

Last week, Democrats in America

made history with the Doug Jones’ win in

the Senate special election in Alabama.

Going into the race, many pundits decided

that black people were “unenthusiastic”

and “uninspired” about Jones.

To that end, Democrats wondered if

black voters would turn out in high enough

numbers to secure a win, while Republi-

cans did everything they could to suppress

black votes in the state.   

Republicans were also counting on low

black turnout – at least the ones they hadn’t

successfully marginalized- considering this

was a special election taking place in a

non-presidential year.

What we now know is that black voter

turnout exceeded all expectations and

provided the margin Jones needed to

win. While blacks make up 26 percent of

the population in the state, they were al-

most 30 percent of voters in the election.

It is time for Democrats to wake up

and smell the black coffee, said Denise

Oliver of Daily Kos.

“If you think black people are gonna

sit on their hands and ignore Roy Moore

lauding slavery, that we have forgotten

Selma and Birmingham and those four

black girls [killed in the bombing of the

16th Street Baptist Church in 1963], and

the daily racism we live with just trying to

go about our business and live our lives-

think again. Wake up and smell the black

coffee, folks.”

In spite of concerted and ongoing ef-

forts by white people to suppress and dis-

enfranchise the black vote- not just in Ala-

bama- we continue to be the most de-

pendable Democratic Party voting bloc.

Especially black women, although our

brothers are far more often disallowed

from voting due to having a criminal record

or being incarcerated.

Whew. This is real. Let’s take a mo-

ment to take this in.

It is misplaced and incredibly prob-

lematic- especially because it means some

Democrats quickly shame and vilify black

folks while still expecting us to do all the

heavy lifting needed to deliver a win.

It also ignores the fundamental fact

that, in most campaigns, Democrats fail

to reach out to their base and turn us out.

There has been a predictable pattern

of candidates and the party expending an

enormous amount of energy and effort in

reaching out to the voters- mainly white

working-class- who haven’t been with us

in decades rather than organizing and

mobilizing the ones who have, along with

the rising electorate- young people, people

of color, unmarried women.

Remember LFS Burnham,
Visionary Leadership

His Legacy Not Yet
Contextualized

One of the things that made turnout so

successful was the ground game to get out

black votes, which was stronger than it

has been recently, and most certainly

stronger than it was in 2016.

In fact, Doug Jones WON A SEAT

that the Democrats didn’t even field a

candidate for in 2014.

The NAACP encouraged local chap-

ters in the state to call registered voters

who didn’t vote in 2016 and there was a

well-coordinated effort to canvass and

register voters, offer rides to the polls, and

educate voters in places like Mobile,

Huntsville, and Birmingham. This made a

huge difference.

But while we talk about how black

voters- especially black women partici-

pated, let’s also note that this routine ex-

pectation and demand of our labor is toxic.

It continues to absolve white people-

as a whole- from voting the right way and

from doing the hard work of organizing

other whites when it is most needed.

The notion of thanking black women

has become lazy- both intellectually and

the approach to creating actual change.

Right now, people across the country

are patting themselves on the back and

feeling proud of themselves for thanking

black women. Not only is this self-serv-

ing, it comes without any thought as to

why black women might be voting this way

or how, as a society, we can really show

our appreciation.

“It’s really important that we white

women take time to thank black women

for overwhelmingly doing the right thing

in this election,” said Cindy Mulaney of

Oklahoma. “And once we do, we should

thank ourselves for overwhelmingly do-

ing the right thing by thanking those black

women. We deserve it.”

“Black women really deserve most of

the credit for voting so influentially,” com-

mented Angela Pierce of Danvers, MA.

“And white women deserve the rest of

the credit for making sure to publicly thank

black women for doing so.”

Here’s the thing everyone should

know:

Black women are not voting the right

way to save white people or to save the

world.

We are actually voting Democratic

because we know the Republican alter-

native is unthinkable- for ourselves and

the people we love. We aren’t anyone’s

mammies or pets and we don’t go to the

poll as martyrs for justice. There is no fall-

ing on our swords. Here is the thing:

We know that when Donald Trump

says he wishes the police would be “more

[physically] rough” with suspects, he ac-

tually means it.

And we know that it will have a tan-

gible, negative impact on ourselves and

our loved ones.

We know that when Roy Moore says

that during times of slavery, families were

more unified, this perspective erases our

history and does not acknowledge all the

ways our families were split apart and our

babies ripped away from us for the pur-

poses of keeping us in bondage to grow

an economy.

We know that when Republicans talk

about cutting Medicare, Medicaid, and

Social Security that it will be harder for

us to get necessary medical care and that

our poor, elderly, and disabled family

members will also suffer.

We know that the days of Jim Crow

aren’t all that far behind us and that many

of the policies coming out of the modern

Republican Party are pushing us deeper

into inequality.

We know that when we are taken

care of, everyone we care about is. Go-

ing forward, Democrats can learn a huge

lesson here and invest in us. But this goes

far beyond what we can deliver at the

ballot box. The country can also benefit

from our smarts and commitment by in-

vesting in creating opportunities for us to

lead, create businesses, and contribute to

innovation and equality across the board.

Our votes are about preserving qual-

ity of life and creating an alternative real-

ity for ourselves and our loved ones that

is greater, filled with possibilities, and more

dignified than what currently exists for us.

This is a time for folks to ask:

If black women and men are so rou-

tinely thinking about improving conditions

for themselves and their families, why

aren’t white people?

In 2016 and this year in both Virginia

and Alabama, white people overwhelm-

ingly voted Republican- even when the

candidates were despicable and vile-

White People Were ALL IN.

So much so that being a sexual preda-

tor meant almost nothing when casting a

vote for Donald Trump or Roy Moore.

So instead of the hyper-focus on black

folks saving the country- especially after

what we have witnessed this past year-

perhaps, we should really be asking why

white folks still insist on destroying it.
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    FACING THE FACTS
     carlyle

 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2017: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

Less Words... More Action/s...

 "Emancipate yourself from mental slavery,"

because "None but ourselves can free our minds"

CSJAD Membership  is
open to Guyanese and

their offspring.
Support our fundraising

drive for 2017

Much has been done in Guyana since 2015
but passed unnoticed by many people...

 Readers, I was searching for a human-rela-

tions topic to write about for the Christmas season, and after

many debates and deliberations, I finally decided to dwell on

Peace and Prosperity among humans.

 When this year’s Christmas Day arrives on Monday, De-

cember 25th, we are once more going to be overwhelmed by

Organizational, Local, National and International messages—

reiterating previous calls for peace, unity, and the cessation of

human suffering.

 Those messages are going to resemble previous ones—

reiterating calls for the sharing of joy, goodwill and tolerance

among mankind.

 Those messages will also center on unity around peaceful

co-existence(s) among Nations, Castes, Classes, Races, skin

pigmentation/color, Sects, Religions, Tribes, Denominations etc.;

as well as reductions of inter-personal and intra-country/bor-

der conflicts.

 To a large extent, those calls and clamors will again turn

out to be merely WORDS, as we—the masses will continue to

witness the persistence genocides, homicides and massacres.

 For instance, from my childhood to now, I have always

been intrigued and bothered about the huge sums of money that

continue to be invested in the accumulation and stockpiling of

nuclear bombs and destructive weapons, while many people

have to endure hunger and suffering(s) almost every day.

While calling for peace on one hand, the richer Nations

are striving to spread influence and expansion by financing up-

heavals, strife and civil wars in lesser developed Satellites around

the world.

 While the calls and clamors for joy, peace, goodwill and

unity continue to saturate, I/(we)have to be sorrowed by oc-

currences of ethnic cleansing; civil-wars; intra-and inter-religious

broadsides sprinkled with rapes and refugees being forced to

leave most of their homes, families and belongings behind, in

search of safer havens.

 What remains puzzling to me, is the length of time that it

takes for the Leadership of the United Nations and its capable

Members to intervene with peace-keeping forces in order to

rescue the suffering inhabitants.   

Perhaps the greatest source of concern and disappoint-

ment should be the consultations and decision-making formulae

of the Member States that make up the U.N SecurityCouncil.

 Those Member States (including the U.S, Russia and

China) have been frequently demonstrating preferences to side

with their Kit and Kin, or client Nations regardless of the cases

or pleas that were put forward.

 {The Security Council is a Select Body of Nations, whose

Representatives are supposed to be the world’s Watchdog, and

fire-fighter....But on critical occasions, the world’s major Na-

tions are observed to be ignoring massacres, tortures, rapes,

ethnic-cleanings, and other forms of human torture; and instead

blocking human-rights resolutions, or voting against human-

rights’ resolutions in order to preserve or protect the interests

of their allies.}

 More specifically, let us look at the on-going North Ko-

rean (nuclear) crisis, because many are contending that we are

drawing closer to the brink of a nuclear show down.

 In the words of Journalist—Mark Moore “North Korea’s

latest test of an intercontinental ballistic missile increases the

chances of a war that will leave a lot of destruction and elimina-

tion.”

Journalist—Joshua Pollack added “if nothing changes, if

the North Korean Leader-Kim Jong Un continues his missile

tests, the only thing that could break the cycle is war”.

Let us hope that there is going to be objective interven-

tions, mediation and conciliation towards peaceful solvents.

Guyanese Poet—Martin Carter penned “The Mouth is

muzzled by the hand that feeds it”....Hence, since our public

Representatives will most likely continue to present and prefer

their respective biases and prejudices, I believe that we the

people, we the masses will have to seek to pressure and per-

suade the Leaders about how we want our financial and accu-

mulated resources to be spent and utilized.  

 Having alluded to the multitude of words versus the pau-

city of real action(s)... (above)...it is compulsory that I acknowl-

edge the efforts that are being made by Mr. Henry Tams and his

colleagues to keep ‘Give-Back-Tuesday’ alive.

Give-Back-Tuesday was initiated in 2012, by the 92nd

Street Y and the United Nations’ Foundation, as an annual re-

sponse to the commercialization and consumerism that follow

Thanksgiving Day....for example-Black Friday and Cyber Mon-

day.

 On Give-Back-Tuesday, adults and children around the

world are encouraged to make contributions of money, material

aid, and labor to aid poor and suffering persons.

 ** In addition, one has to also salute the heroes and hero-

ines that CNN and other Personnel feature at this time of the

year for the wondrous humanitarian acts that they are doing in

their own countries and other parts of the world.

*************

DETAILS

UN SECURITY COUNCIL

SELF-INTEREST(s)

GIVE-BACK-TUESDAY

 We must Think

 as we have our Food & Drinks

 at this Christmas Time

 about changing Minds,

 about resolving human conflicts 

 that continue to afflict.

 We must petition our Leaders

 to work to do better

 for suffering brothers and sisters

 in the future.

 Instead of destructive weapons,

 Let’s improve human conditions.
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By: Lincoln Lewis

AFC and the Cummingsburg Accord

When persons, political parties or groups run for office, they

do so on the basis of offering their ideas or vision as to the

direction the organisation or country they seek to lead should

go. When they are elected, these ideas or visions form a con-

tract with the people/constituents.

On February 14, 2015, the Alliance for Change (AFC)

and A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) entered into a

coalition, based on an agreement (aka) Cummingsburg Accord.

The coalition campaigned on this Accord, and went to the elec-

torate for approval on May 11, 2015 and March 18, 2016.

When the Accord was signed and made public, as a citi-

zen and trade union leader I publicly expressed disagreement

with the clause which says that the Prime Minister would chair

the Cabinet. Article 106 (3) of the Guyana Constitution ex-

pressly states that such responsibility should reside in the Presi-

dent, and rightly so, given that the office holder is the supreme

executive authority. This means that he or she is head of the

executive branch of government.

If the coalition came to the electorate on the promise that it

would respect the Rule of Law, it cannot be cherry-picked but

must be respected in its entirety. Any review and revision must

see this clause excised, or acknowledgment be given to the ex-

tant article.

Power, authority and responsibility must be exercised,

checked and constrained within the confines of the law.

The AFC wants this process to be concluded by February

14, 2018, before the Local Government Elections. This is not

an unreasonable expectation, given that parties may want to

contest the polls independently, which would be good, in the

sense that such will also offer a gauge of their strengths, stand-

ing alone. This Accord not only caused some to see opportu-

nity to defeat the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C),

but more so to learn from our history and improve approaches

to governance.

For too long many were shut out from, and marginalised in

society, even though they are bonafide members, and their rights

and freedoms constitutionally guaranteed and protected. Citi-

zens were also tired of the political crassness, gross misman-

agement of the economy, and the contempt with which leaders

treated the masses. The coalition represented hope, a new di-

rection, opportunity to foster oneness and build on the talents

of our diverse people in keeping with the motto, “One People,

One Nation, One Destiny”.

Almost three years into office, to pretend there exists no

concern, even from quarters that voted for and or wish the coa-

lition well would be to be in denial. The trade union, as a na-

tional stakeholder, is cognisant of its constitutional role, as ex-

pressly outlined in Article 38, 147 and 149C, and that too of

the government and its obligations in the management of the

State, protection and advancement of the people’s wellbeing.

Revising and reviewing any agreement, especially one of

this magnitude, requires honesty and deliberative approaches,

factoring in what both sides brought to the table, based on the

premises from which they signed. An important tool is diagnos-

tic analysis, which must include the 2006, 2011, 2015 and 2016

elections results.

This means looking at each region and polling division, for

elections are won by numbers and the ability to get voters to

vest confidence and support in your leadership.

Examination must not be premised on whether the spoils are

properly shared among coalition leadership; who deserves more

offices than who; and particularly for the AFC, where its lead-

ership has recently changed, what it means for who should hold

the two vice-president positions as stipulated.

Government is not a gravy train; nor must it serve to enrich

any at the expense of time-honoured principles, laws and or the

taxpayers. Where the slightest inkling is given that it’s more about

titles than honouring the contract with the people (as enshrined

in the Accord, Manifesto, campaign promises, and for the

Guyana Trades Union Congress (GTUC) the communiqué) this

would mark a regressive step.

When the coalition launched its 2015 General and Regional

Elections (GRE) campaign, it chose Linden/Region 10 as the

venue in which to do so. This community was already bursting

with energy, coming out of the successful 2012 protest against

the PPP/C government’s imposition of an electricity hike, and

suffering decades of economic marginalisation. On that plat-

form, the coalition leadership committed to honouring the Au-

gust 21, 2012 Agreement signed with Central Government.

That Agreement included the establishment of an Economic

Committee to look at developing an Indigenous Economic Plan,

a Technical Committee to revisit the electricity situation and

empower the community, the return of the community’s televi-

sion disk and the issuance of a licence to broadcast, among

other promises.

Based on the coalition’s commitment, Region 10 went to

the polls, and today holds the distinction of being the only re-

gion where the PPP/C lost votes, and the coalition recorded a

landslide victory. In short, it was the best performing region for

the coalition. The 2012 Agreement is not yet honoured, even as

the government continues to issue new broadcasting licenses.

On the eve of the GRE, the GTUC made its Labour Day

platform available to the coalition, and we called on citizens and

workers to fire the PPP/C, and hire the APNU+AFC. Our call

was based on years of expressed disapproval with poor gover-

nance, wanton trampling of citizens and workers’ rights, and

the communiqué which represents a contract with organised

labour.

This agreement includes respect for Labour’s constitutional

role in the development of the economy, Protection of Funda-

mental Rights and Freedoms of the Individual, a Job Creation

Plan, establishment of all constitutional commissions, universal

restoration of Collective Bargaining, enforcement of Labour

Laws and creation of a Social Compact, utilising the tripartite

arrangement. This communiqué has not yet been honoured.

As citizens, we can debate whether applications of

programmes are right or wrong, but we cannot lull ourselves

into any comfort zone of accepting the violating of laws and

agreements, and the transgressing of rights. This is my beef with

this administration, for the non-adherence to the Constitution,

laws and agreements constitutes a violation of the contract with

the people.

This business, too, where there exists confusion or disre-

gard for the separation of power must form part of the ‘revise

and review’. It has reached the stage of national import the

number of cases the Executive has lost in Court on basic inter-

pretation and application of the Constitution, thereby lending

credence to the perception that there exists a contempt for the

Rule of Law and a misunderstanding of the role of this branch

of governance.

Separation of power does not operate in isolation of the

checks and balances on power. The branches — Executive,

Legislature and Judicature — have their own sphere of respon-

sibility where supremacy exists, but they are not independent of

the other, in the sense that it can operate    See page...........9

what would a review, revision of this arrangement entail...

THREE YEARS ON

FIRE AND HIRE
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VVVVVoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concerns...............      Dr. Asquith Rose

The Good Old Days
Looking back, some of us have nostalgic sentiments of life

in the good old days in Guyana. But those of us who have

struggled during that  period  have become detached and do

not wish to relive the memory again. Others have cherished the

old times because they were a vital part of the fabric from which

their lives were fashioned.

Today, some of the practices and habits of the good old

days have been abandoned, although there was nothing intrinsi-

cally wrong with them. In this period, nearly all men wore hats

and caps at public functions. Obviously, a hat rack was located

near the entrance or in the living room of the house to hang hats.

Today, there are hardly any hat racks in homes available

and when a hat is worn, it is usually a sports cap.

In the old days, it was necessary for children and adults to

wear flannel undershirts or flannel vests in order to keep the

chest warm and as a protection from chest colds or tuberculo-

sis. Buying cloth, especially wool to make a pants or suit was

normal. A three-piece suit was top class when made from wool

and worn on a special occasion such as a wedding, funeral or

church. It was the style that mattered. This practice has been

abandoned.

Those were the days when most people were self-reliant.

Garbage trucks were not required, especially in the rural areas,

because everything had a recycling value and those that did not,

were burnt. For what was bought in a tin container, there was a

tin smith in the village to place a handle on it to fetch water from

the standpipe on the road or in the yard. Shoes had a long life

span. If there was a hole in the bottom of the shoe, there was a

shoemaker in the village to half-sole or do other repairs.

The primary schools have taught male students such skills

as carpentry and gardening. Female students were trained to

cook, bake and sew. Also, boys whose parents were fishermen

were taught how to mend nets or knit a fishing net. These skills

were reinforced at home and became a trade for life. There

were also daily chores for children.

Headmasters were disciplinarians who had three impor-

tant tools on their desks—a rod, a strap and a black book. The

black book was the most feared because if the name of a pupil

was placed in it, it was very difficult for him or her to ever get a

proper letter of recommendation for a job, a passport or a trans-

fer to another school except in unusual circumstances.

Parents trusted headmasters and brought their children who

were unruly at home to be disciplined by him while they watched

and decided when enough punishment was meted out.

Falling in love, then, was as natural as it is now. But young

men had to write a formal letter to the parents of the young lady

to express his intention and plans. He also wrote to request the

lady’s hand in marriage. On receiving the letter, the parents will

convene a family meeting to discuss the matter with their daughter

before giving a formal reply to the request.

If the response is positive, the young man would be invited

to visit the home of the young lady with a sponsor who would

introduce him to the girl’s family. This was important especially

if he or his parents were not from that community. Today, most

of these values and principles have been cast aside.

When Robert Mugabe took his oath of office in 1980, he

was seen as a hero and a towering figure in the eyes of Zimba-

bweans. But he never lived-up to his promise to be faithful and

ZIMBABWE: A NEW BEGINNING

____________________

bear true allegiance to democracy in Zimbabwe.

Consumed with the belief of absolute power, Mugabe in 1987;

changed the constitution to make himself president for life. To-

day, he is no longer a hero. He was placed under house arrest

in a bloodless coup by the army.

This political  development  can be traced to the 20th cen-

tury philosopher, George Santayana’s famous words: “Those

who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

These words continue to capture public imagination be-

cause they speak to an abiding truth. Santayana’s warning takes

on a stronger relevance in Zimbabwe, formerly Rhodesia, which

is on the threshold of a new era under its new interim President,

Emmerson Mnangagwa.

History has taught us that smart political leaders have the

insight to know when their time is up and would make a digni-

fied exit in order to secure a favorable legacy. They are aware

that today’s hero can easily become tomorrow’s villain, based

on the tragic fate that befell many leaders before.

They overstayed their welcome. This seemed to be the case

with Mugabe.

Amidst a lifeless economy, hyper-inflation and a 90

percent unemployment rate  that has brought increasing hard-

ship for Zimbabweans, it seemed that the tenure of 93-year-old

Mugabe was near. A man of great learning, yet he somehow

foolishly ignored the lessons of history. With seven earned aca-

demic degrees, he was reportedly Africa and probably the

world’s most educated leader. But the colloquial saying that

‘book sense ain’t common sense’ appears true in this case.

Mugabe’s firing of Vice-president, Emmerson Mnangagwa

was his last mistake. He wanted his despised and ambitious

wife, Grace, be officially anointed as his heir-apparent.

In 2014, Mugabe fired a Vice President at the behest of

his much younger wife. He got away with it then, but this time,

he clearly miscalculated the public support of Mnangagwa who

has strong support among the military, even though he is con-

sidered just as ruthless or more than Mugabe.

Despite being revered by the masses as a legendary hero

who fought white minority rule and gained independence for the

country, Mugabe lost significant public support. Besides the eco-

nomic hardships, another factor was the lavish lifestyle of his

wife, nicknamed “Gucci Grace” because of her desire for splurg-

ing on high-end brand goods.

Mugabe’s exit was staged by the army in what is consid-

ered a soft coup. He was placed under house arrest and was

given an opportunity to negotiate his exit. However, his defi-

ance forced his ZANU-PF party officials to strip him of his title

as leader and was bluntly told to resign or face impeachment.

He chose the former.

Given our allotted time on earth of three score and ten,

based on the Bible, why would the 93-year-old Mugabe who

should be enjoying his twilight years, want to stay in office, es-

pecially after having served 37 years as President of Zimba-

bwe.

Perhaps, the answer lies in the nature of power itself, which

according to Lord Acton, power corrupts and absolute power

corrupts absolutely. The truth is power tends to give leaders a

delusional sense of invincibility, infallibility, and indispensability.

Mugabe contrasts sharply with another revered freedom

fighter from South Africa, the late Nelson Mandela. After serv-

ing 27 years in prison for leading the struggle against white mi-

nority rule, Mandela opted to retire after one term.

CSJADCSJADCSJADCSJADCSJAD would like to wish its

supporters far and near

Merry Christmas &

A Happy New Year 2018
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Oil discovery and contentious politics

As we come to the end of the year, it is worth the while to

reflect on what the next few years could look like for Guyana as

we prepare to join the few countries that have been fortunate to

discover oil and use it as the path to economic development.

From all indications, the immediate future could be a transfor-

mative period for our country. Already, many Guyanese are

speculating that Guyana could be entering a period when we

could well unlock the gates to the collective prosperity to which

all ex-colonial countries aspire. It is indeed an overwhelming

feeling for a country that is among the poorest in the Americas.

But as we have seen from the debates, the much-anticipated

economic prosperity would not wipe away our decades of con-

tentious politics, nor would it immediately solve our economic

woes. To the contrary, one could conclude that the coming of

oil would exacerbate our divisive politics and that could have a

negative impact on our capacity to successfully use the oil rev-

enues to effect economic transformation. In this regard, the

opposition should rethink its strategy of relentless negativity. One

gets the impression that most of the time, the opposition is more

concerned with scoring political points rather than helping to

improve the situation.

Over the last year, there has been no shortage of advice

from local and international experts on how to avoid the pitfalls

that accompany oil discovery. Indeed, much of that advice

comes against the backdrop of the vulnerability of our political

economy and the perceived track record of the oil companies

that are poised to dominate the industry. This is understand-

able, given the experiences of countries and the sense of na-

tionalism that accompanies oil discovery—the old debate about

the extent to which countries benefit from their resources. Suf-

fice it to say that Guyana has in the past not satisfactorily nego-

tiated the best deals for itself.

But even as we make that observation, we must strive for

cooperation and consensus rather than confrontation with for-

eign investors. In this regard, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Carl

Greenidge, one of our premier economists was moved this past

week to caution against overreaction against Exxon Mobil. The

minister seems to suggest that such a stance is unhelpful. It is, of

course, valuable advice from someone who is obviously schooled

on these matters. While we must be forever vigilant, such vigi-

lance should be balanced and constructive.

After initially deciding not to publicly release details of the

contract with Exxon Mobil, the government changed course

this past week. As it explained, notwithstanding its concerns

about confidentiality clauses, the ultimate decision was guided

by its commitment to transparency. But, ironically, just as critics

were digesting this new development, the government announced

that it had not informed the country that it had received a signing

bonus from Exxon Mobil.

The opposition was quick to pounce on this development

and not unexpectedly, suggested negative intent on the

government’s part. The government has explained that the de-

cision was not the result of any hidden agenda and that the an-

nouncement would have been part of the general revelation of

the overall contract. In a sense, then, the government seems to

be suggesting that it was guided by the same considerations that

caused it to delay the public declaration of the contract. It should

be noted that the opposition and other government critics have

not revealed any explicit ulterior motives by the government for

withholding the information.

Governments make mistakes all the time. Insofar as this

matter is concerned, we feel it was a case of judgement rather

than malicious intent. The government itself has suggested that

(Continued from page......7)  independent of the role and respon-

sibility of the other.

Labour has a constituency — unionised and non-unionised,

past, present and potential workforce — to report to. Where

its leadership has asked them to support the coalition, based on

the commitment given to the GTUC, such carries a moral re-

sponsibility to ensure delivery. History must not record that the

trade union did not fight for implementation; neither must we

find excuse for failing to pursue same. Labour must give of its

best, fight its hardest, and advise its constituents accordingly,

for the leadership, too, is bound by social contract to deliver.

Of expectation, too, is that the coalition would have started

engendering a culture of mutual respect within its ranks, and set

a progressive tone for governance, national discourse and de-

velopment. You cannot require of society what you are not pre-

pared to live by within your own fold. Also, inclusionary de-

mocracy, as outlined in Article 13, must realise laws such as

Equal Opportunity, anti-discrimination, regional and local

government’s independence as matters of priority, given its im-

portance in deepening and strengthening racial harmony, the

constitutional right to self-determination, freedom of associa-

tion, and protection from discrimination.

Every party in the coalition has a responsibility to make the

arrangement work, and realising this has to be grounded in mutual

respect and the shouldering of one’s responsibility within the

group. I note with concern David Hinds’ position last week that

“Burnhamist ideas are a thing of the past”. As a politician and

WPA leader, he would recognise that such utterances are less

than honest, and will foster a wedge in politics.

As the WPA ceaselessly promotes Walter Rodney and

Rodneyism in seeking to have its influence on governance, its

supporters and members must be equally respecting of Forbes

Burnham and those who support his principles.

You cannot erase Burnham from society; nor his contribu-

tions. He was a major forerunner in Guyana and the Caribbean’s

earlier struggles and achievements for self-determination, and,

unlike Rodney, held constitutional offices. These struggles re-

main relevant, and continue today. Where Burnham, Rodney,

Cheddi and Janet Jagan, Desmond Hoyte et al made mistakes,

society must learn from and avoid these, equally as their strengths

must be built on. But none of them must be written off as en-

tirely no good or irrelevant.

Observing that Dr. Vincent Adams, a person I know well,

is a member of the AFC team, the APNU is yet to name theirs.

Expectation is held he would bring sobriety and progressive

thinking to the process, as his international acumen and benefit

of living and working in a First World society would hopefully

aid reminders of what political parties are elected to do, the

expectations of governing, and making known the hard truths.

Guyana is at the crossroads and the time is now to choose

whether we swim together and collectively reap the nation’s

bounties or disintegrate and sink like fools.

An editorial from Guyana Chronicle

much. This government has been in office for a mere 30 months

or half of its designated five-year term. That is not a long time in

the life of a government, especially one that succeeded a 23-

year regime. As should be expected, it has made its fair share of

errors. But these should not be translated into strident charges

of bad governance. In the end, we undermine our own cause

by reaching for partisan imperatives.

____________________

AFC and the Cummingsburg Accord

A MUTUAL RESPECT
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GuySuCo operating in rogue manner

Head of the Special Purpose Unit (SPU) Colvin Heath-

London, said Cabinet is interested in saving jobs and preserv-

ing communities, even as it seeks to breathe new life into the

ailing sugar industry.

Several proposals were made for privatisation and/or di-

versification of Skeldon, Rose Hall, Wales and East Demerara

‘Enmore’ factories, he disclosed during an interview.

He was at the time offering his views on GuySuCo’s decision to

issue over 2000 sugar workers with redundancy letters.

Minister of State Joseph Harmon had also expressed shock

and disappointment at the move, noting that Cabinet had not

been informed, but Agriculture Minister Noel Holder said the

decision was in keeping with a State Paper presented to the

National Assembly earlier this year.

Heath-London said the SPU was created after the State

Paper in order to handle privatisation and/or diversification.

As such, he said the request for letters of interest by the

SPU was identified as the first step in the process of finding and

shortlisting buyers or investors.

The entity, he noted, was created in order to increase trans-

parency while partnering with a suitably qualified international

financial services firm “to provide technical and financial advi-

sory support in the process, leading to a successful privatisation

and diversification of the sugar industry.”

He said Cabinet never ratified the State Paper, but the SPU

was ratified and its budget funded with Parliament’s approval.

Heath-London explained that before the SPU was cre-

ated, there was a State Paper which was presented by the Min-

istry of Agriculture on what should be done with the industry.

However, he said Cabinet in its wisdom later put forward a

Cabinet Paper which was supposed to trump the State Paper.

But Minister Holder and GuySuCo decided to stick with

the State Paper, ignoring the Cabinet Paper.

“The difference in ideology is that we are saying, instead of

the factories being closed entirely, let’s put it out into the inter-

national and global market and let’s see if there is anyone that

wants to run the cane-producing industry or diversify while

making the process transparent,” he said.

The possibilities, he said, are that maybe multiple factories

may remain in sugar, but the current management of GuySuCo

does not want the possibility of a new owner or management to

succeed at making the cane-producing industry profitable, be-

cause it would make them look bad.

The SPU had indicated to GuySuCo that in order to make

the process transparent and the sale viable, the estates must be

kept operational and alive.

Heath-London said GuySuCo should have handed over

stewardship to the SPU and in so doing sever the workers,

who would have later been rehired by the SPU.

“This should have happened on December 31st to have a

smooth transition. GuySuCo was also supposed to share the

list of workers to be made redundant, and the SPU  gone through

the names and skill sets for re-employment,” he said.

Currently, he said, GuySuCo is doing everything possible

to put estates at a disadvantage to ensure that they are not op-

erational for the next crop.

“They have moved the machinery, they have not given us

the list of names made redundant in order to re-employ the

workers, they want to damage the entity before handing it over,”

he said.

By: Rabindra Rooplall
He also said GuySuCo is operating in a rogue manner,

because when the entity needs money for operations it cooper-

ates with the State, but when there are decisions to be carried

out, the sugar company claims to be a limited liability company

and does not have to follow orders.

The government and SPU have assured the international

community that there will be a totally transparent process and

best practices during the privatisation.

“We have a few people affecting the lives of thousands,

they are struggling for survival at GuySuCo and not the survival

of the cane-producing industry,” he said.

Sugar production is only a small part of the cane-produc-

ing industry. Alcohol and beverage production accounts for a

major part as well as the pharmaceutical industry.

“Whatever happens in Guyana will have an impact on these

industries in the Caribbean, because Guyana supplies the ma-

jority of molasses, so it’s not just about closing estates, we

have to look at the far-reaching regional and international im-

plications, which the current GuySuCo management is not look-

ing at. They are just looking at their personal survival,” he said.

He emphasised that mechanisms should be put in place to

hire a majority of the workers while developing alternative ar-

eas of employment.

Underscoring that privatisation of the sugar industry is the

way forward, he said the cane-producing industry will enter a

new phase of competition and recover from its ill-health.

“The government will be able to gain revenue from it, rather

than always spending,” he noted.

The SPU head also pointed out that unlike what GAWU

and the PPP want others to believe, the sugar industry is not

wholly an Indo-Guyanese sector, pointing out that Afro-

Guyanese comprise about 60 per cent of the workforce at the

Wales Estate, while the majority of workers at the Enmore Es-

tate were also Afro- Guyanese.

“The only estates that had the majority Indo-Guyanese

workforce is Skeldon and Albion, but GAWU and the opposi-

tion play into this sentiment to make it seem that Indo-Guyanese

alone are victims,” Heath-London said.

If the industry is not sustained, he said there will be ghost

communities and underlying social factors and as such, called

on Cabinet to enforce its decision across all agencies involved.

KEPT ALIVE 

ROGUE MANNER

Guyana will also be receiving 50 percent of the “profits”

of the oil proceeds when production starts in 2020.

There is concern about what exactly Guyana will get from

that 50/50 profit share, with critics pointing to a number of situ-

ations with different countries where the experience of

ExxonMobil was questionable.

Extraction from offshore Liza field is expected in 2020 at

an initial rate of 100,000 barrels of crude per day, with a Float-

ing Production Storage and Offloading (FPSO) vessel provid-

ing the main infrastructural support for the project.

What exactly will Guyana get? This is what Government

said back in June: “The Government and people of the Coop-

erative Republic of Guyana will receive a royalty of two per-

cent on gross earnings and benefit from 50 percent of the prof-

its from the sale of petroleum once production commences.”

The statement did not immediately make it clear if it is 50

percent of the gross profit or 50 percent of the net profit. There

was a standing agreement from 1999, with government saying

it was not happy with a one percent royalty that was offered.

____________________

Exxon oil contract to be made public



11

GTCSJAD

(Continued from cover page)  the Rockefeller Center in New York,

where there is a huge Christmas Tree with a public ice skating

rink in front of it.  

In Hawaii, Santa is called Kanakaloka.

In the Southwest USA, there are some special customs

which have some similarities to those in parts of Mexico. These

include ‘luminarias’ or ‘farolitos,’ which are paper sacks partly

filled with sand and then have a candle put in them. They are lit

on Christmas Eve and are put on the edges of paths. They rep-

resent ‘lighting the way’ for somewhere for Mary and Joseph to

stay....A popular food at Christmas in the Southwest USA are

tamales.

In the south of Louisiana, on Christmas Eve, families in

small communities along the Mississippi River, light bonfires

along the levees (the high river banks) to help ‘Papa Noel’ (the

name for Santa in French as Louisiana has a strong historical

connection with France) find his way to the children’s homes!

Many people think Christmas is on December the 25th

and that’s all there is to Christmas. However, for many people

around the world, in different countries and in different Chris-

tian traditions, Christmas lasts for a lot longer than that - and it

is even celebrated at different times!   

Although December 25th is the date when most people

celebrate Christmas, there are some other dates as well....Some

churches (mainly Orthodox churches) use different calendars

for their religious celebrations...Orthodox Churches in Russia,

Serbia, Jerusalem, Ukraine, Ethiopia and other countries use

the old ‘Julian’ calendar and people in those churches celebrate

Christmas on January 7th.

Most people in the Greek Orthodox Church celebrate

Christmas on December 25th. But some still use the Julian cal-

endar and thus celebrate Christmas on 7th January...Some

Greek Catholics also celebrate Christmas on January 7th.

In Armenia, the Apostolic Church celebrates Christmas on

January 6th. It also celebrates ‘Epiphany’ on that day.

Tis the season to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ

Although Kwanzaa has been celebrated for several years

now in the United States of America, there are still queries and

inquiries about the Observance.

The Kwanzaa celebration is not a festival that originated in

any of the 55 African countries, nor is it an “African” Christmas

celebration. Kwanzaa is an African-Americans’ celebration of

life that lasts from December 26th.to January 1st.

Dr. Maulana Karenga introduced the festival in 1966 to

the United States, as a ritual to welcome the first harvests to the

home.

Dr. Karenga created this festival for Afro-Americans as a

response to the commercialism of Christmas. In fact one might

say that Kwanzaa has similarities with Thanksgiving in the United

States or the Yam Festival in Ghana and Nigeria. The word

“kwanza” is a KiSwahili (Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania) word mean-

ing “first.”

Five common sets of values are central to the activities of

the week: ingathering, reverence, commemoration, recommit-

ment, and celebration.

The seven principles (nguzo saba) of Kwanzaa utilize

Kiswahili words: unity (umoja), self-determination (kujichagulia),

collective work and responsibility (ujima), cooperative econom-

ics (ujamaa), purpose (nia), creativity (kuumba), and faith (imani).

Each of the seven candles signify the principles. Like the

Jewish Hanukkah, candles are used to represent concepts of

the holiday.      See page................12

KWANZAA: What it is....

WHEN CHRISTMAS IS CELEBRATED

Advent - The Time Before CHRISTMAS

Christmas and Epiphany

***************

Before Christmas, many Christians use the time of Advent

to prepare themselves and get ready to celebrate the joy of

Christmas.

Advent is normally a period of four Sundays and weeks

before Christmas. In many Orthodox and Eastern countries,

Catholic-Churches’ Advent lasts for 40 days, starting on No-

vember 15th.

In Orthodox Churches which celebrate Christmas on 7th

January, Advent starts on November, 28th.

During Advent many people fast (don’t eat certain foods).

The types of food that people give up depend on their church

traditions, and where in the world they live.

Traditionally, Christmas celebrations are often feasts that

start on Christmas Day and last for 12 Days - so they were

known as The 12 Days of Christmas! The celebrations finished

on the evening of 5th January, which is better known as Twelfth

Night.

Usually, the 12 Days of Christmas were a time of feasting

and fun.

Following Twelfth Night, on the 6th of January, is Epiphany,

when people remember the Wise Men (also sometimes called

the Three Kings) who visited Jesus, and/or the Baptism of Jesus.

Epiphany/Twelfth Night is also the period when it was tra-

ditional to take Christmas decorations down - although some

people leave them up for longer periods.

Candlemas, marks the end of Christmas in some

countries....Candlemas, also known as the ‘Presentation of Jesus

at the Temple’ or the ‘Feast of the Purification of the Virgin (or

Mary)’ is the time when  some Christians mark the  time when

Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the Jewish Temple in

Jerusalem in order to give thanks to God for giving them a sonIits

a very important day in some Orthodox and Catholic

churches....The name Candlemas comes from ‘Candle Mass’

because in many Candlemas services, the candles are blessed

to be used in churches during the coming year, or are given out

to people for them to use in their homes and private prayers.

In many Catholic churches, it’s a time when people re-

member and renew promises they’ve made to the church and

celebrate some of the prophesies, which were given about Jesus.

In many Eastern/Orthodox churches, an all-night vigil is

held on the night before the candle blessing ceremony. In the

morning, the candles are blessed and are given out to people.

Christmas Day

is one of the most festive Christian holidays.

It celebrates Jesus’ birth,

and all that it is worth.

Please enjoy your Day.

Celebrate at parties

with your respective families.

After the shopping,

Empty your stockings,

Attend your Gatherings,

Share your greetings,

Exchange mutual feelings
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    The seven symbols

The seven symbols that are displayed

during the Kwanzaa ceremony to repre-

sent the seven principles of African cul-

ture and community, are:-

Mkeka (M-kay-cah)-This is  the mat

(usually made of straw, but it can also be

made of fabric or paper) upon which all

the other Kwanzaa symbols are placed.

The mat represents the foundation of Af-

rican traditions and history.

Mazao (Maah-zow) - The crops,

fruits and vegetables, represent traditional

The symbols of Kwanzaa include

crops (mzao) which represent the histori-

cal roots of African-Americans in agricul-

ture and also the reward for collective la-

bor. The mat (mkeka) lays the foundation

for self- actualization.

The candle holder (kinara) reminds

believers of the ancestral origins in one of

55 African countries.

Corn/maize (muhindi) signifies children

and the hope associated in the younger

generation. Gifts (Zawadi) represent com-

mitments of the parents for the children.

The unity cup (Kkimbe cha Umoja) is

used to pour libations to the ancestors.

Finally, the seven candles (mishumaa saba)

remind participants of the several prin-

ciples and the colors in flags of African

liberation movements — 3 red, 1 black,

and 3 green.

Gifts are exchanged.

On December 31st, participants cel-

ebrate with a banquet of food often cui-

sine from various African countries. Par-

ticipants greet one another with “Habari

gani,” which is Kiswahili for “how are you/

how’s the news with you?”

           

The name Kwanzaa is derived from

matunda ya kwanza, a Swahili phrase for

“first fruits,” it is based on traditional Afri-

can harvest festivals, combining customs

from a number of different cultures.

Kwanzaa symbols include a decora-

tive mat (Mkeka) on which other sym-

bols are placed: corn (Mahindi) and other

crops, a candle holder kinara with seven

candles (Mishumaa Saba), a communal

cup for pouring libation (Kikombe cha

Umoja), gifts (Zawadi), a poster of the

seven principles, and a black, red, and

green flag.

____________________

African harvest celebrations and show

respect for the people who labored to

grow them.

Kinara (Kee-nah-rah)- The candle

holder represents the original stalk from

which all African ancestors came. It holds

the seven candles.

Mishumaa (Mee-shoo-maah). In

the seven candles, each candle represents

one of the seven principles. The candles

are red, green, and black- symbolic of

the African people and their struggles.

M u h i n d i   ( M o o - h e e n - d e e ) -

The corn represents African children and

the promise of their future. One ear of corn

is set out for each child in the family. In a

family without children, one ear is set out

symbolically to represent the children of

the community.

Kikombe cha Umoja (Kee-com-bay

c h a h - o o - m o e - j a h ) - T h e   U n i t y

Cup symbolizes the first principle of

Kwanzaa- the unity of family and of the

African people. The cup is used to pour

the libation (water, juice or wine) for family

and friends.

Z a w a d i   ( S a h - w a h - d e e ) -

The gifts represent the labors of the par-

ents and the rewards of their children. Gifts

are given to educate and enrich the chil-

dren, which may include a book, a piece

of art or an educational toy. At least one

of them is a symbol of African heritage.

Seven candles are placed inside the

Kinara. A black candle represents the first

principle: Unity (Umoja)- in the center.

Three red candles that represent self-

determination-(Kujichagulia), cooperative

economics (Ujamaa) and creativity

(Kuumba) are on the left side.

To the right of the black candle

are three green candles representing the

principles of collective work and

responsibility (Ujima), purpose (Nia)

and faith (Imani).

Several people have their side,

So we should not hide

in promoting our culture

for generations of the future.

By observing Kwanzaa,

We are remembering Africa.

December....It is a lesser Jewish festival,

lasting eight days from the 25th day of

Kislev (in December) and commemorat-

ing the rededication of the Temple in 165

BC by the Maccabees after its desecra-

tion by the Syrians. It is marked by the

successive kindling of eight lights.

 SUMMARY

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF

HANUKKAH (CHANUKAH)
 

Chanukah in 2017 will start on

Wednesday, the 13th of December,  it is

going to continue for 8 days until Wednes-

day, the 20th of December.

However, since a Jewish holiday be-

gins on the sunset of the previous day,

Jews will begin to celebrate Chanukah on

the sunset of Tuesday, the 12th of

*************

Chanukah celebrates the triumph of

the Jewish people over religious perse-

cution.

The celebration commemorates the

rededication during the second century

B.C. of the Second Temple in Jerusalem,

where according to legend, Jews had risen

up against their Greek-Syrian oppressors

in the Maccabean Revolt. Chanukah

which means “dedication” in Hebrew,

begins on the 25th of Kislev on the He-

brew calendar and usually falls in Novem-

ber or December....Often called the Fes-

tival of Lights, the holiday is celebrated

with the lighting of the Menorah traditional

foods, games and gifts.

The events that inspired the

Chanukah holiday took place during a

particularly turbulent phase of Jewish his-

tory. Around 200 B.C., Judea—also

known as the Land of Israel—came un-

der the control of Antiochus III, the

Seleucid king of Syria, who allowed the

Jews who lived there to continue practic-

ing their religion. His son, Antiochus IV

Epiphanes, proved less benevolent—An-

cient sources recount that he outlawed the

Jewish religion and ordered the Jews to

worship Greek gods. In 168 B.C., his sol-

diers descended upon Jerusalem, massa-

cring thousands of people and desecrat-

ing the city’s holy Second Temple by

erecting an altar to Zeus and sacrificing

pigs within its sacred walls.

The story of Chanukah (reportedly)

does not appear in the Torah because the

events that inspired the holiday The

Chanukah “MIRACLE”

According to the Talmud, one of

Judaism’s most central texts, Judah

Maccabee and the other Jews who took

part in the rededication of the Second

Temple witnessed what they believed to

be a miracle.

Even though there was only enough

untainted olive oil to keep the Menorah’s

candles burning for a single day, the flames

continued flickering for eight nights, leav-

ing them time to find a fresh supply. This

wondrous event inspired the Jewish Sages

to proclaim a yearly eight-day festival.

(The first Book of the Maccabees tells

another version of the story, describing an

eight-day celebration that followed the re-

dedication but making no reference to the

miracle of the oil.).   See page............13

THE HISTORY



CSJAD condemns Violent Attacks against innocent civilians

13

____________________

tance to the festival. 

Dreidel is a 4-sided spinning top, consisting of a distinctive

Hebrew letter on each side. In America, the letters stand for “A

Great Miracle Happened There”. 

It is being contended that the dates of Hanukkah and

Christmas might well be associated, because 25 Kislev was

when the Temple was rededicated and the early Church

chose December 25th because they took over the birthday of

Greek god Zeus/Roman god Jupiter.

       

Thanksgiving is over 

Time to light the Menorah

for Jews to remember 

the observance of Chanukah.

Gather the candles 

as soon as possible

in order to celebrate the Miracle.

Then it’s the Christians’ turn

to celebrate the birthday of the Son.

PPP MP disrespectful to The Speaker

It’s a shame and disgrace to see a man, who claims to be a

messenger of God, behaving in such a manner by disrespecting

the Speaker who is the head of the House.

As I watched the unfolding of what never happened in the

National Assembly, I felt as if it’s a place where people just

fighting for power and not for the people. The PPP seems to be

power-hungry now that they hear of the bonus from ExxonMobil.

It’s shameful and very disturbing when I heard a female

PPP MP telling MP Trotman “You want for us to go in a private

room for you to see my body”, what a shame the PPP has

brought the Parliament to. But the videos show that none of the

police punched that MP as she claims. They all started to shout

and cry as if they are being beaten. The PPP MPs were shout-

ing “Rape! Rape! Rape!” when no one was trying to rape them

and take off their clothes; it shows their lawlessness.

It’s a disgrace by the PPP and laws to prevent Guyana

from moving upward in positive things. Imagine the lies shouted

during the ordeal that leaves one wondering, “How truthful is

the PPP to their supporters?”

It is more than shameful to see a man that called himself

God’s messenger and a Bishop behaving in such a way. This

man preaches to obey law and order when someone who is

higher and in leadership position orders you to. He preaches

that God says to obey, but yet he is doing the opposite to what

he preaches. How can he preach to a congregation and claim

to be God’s messenger for peace and upholding of truth when

he is lying and making false claims within the highest law-mak-

ing place in the land? This man seems to be no less than a “hypo-

crite, sheep in wolf clothing, unreligious and ungodly.”

How can a man who claims to be the messenger of God

create divisions amongst the people for political gains and his

personal wellbeing? Beware of those that will come to you in

the Lord’s name and want to live a life as a king through the

church’s tidings and offerings. The PPP is a total disgrace to the

nation and moreover is very shameless. Imagine the police do-

ing what they came to do but yet the PPP MPs were shouting

“Police state and dictatorship in the House”. We must under-

stand that the police were there at parliament and wasn’t called

from their Headquarters to arrest those law-breaking MPs.

The Police were also harassed by the   See page..........14

By: Abel Seetaram

OTHER INTERPRETATIONS OF THE Chanukah

STORY- Some modern historians offer a radically different in-

terpretation of the Chanukah tale. In their view, Jerusalem un-

der Antiochus IV had erupted into civil war between two camps

of Jews: those who had assimilated into the dominant culture

that surrounded them, adopting Greek and Syrian customs; and

those who were determined to impose Jewish laws and tradi-

tions, even if by force.

The traditionalists won out in the end, with the Hasmonean

dynasty- led by Judah Maccabee’s brother and his descen-

dants- wresting control of the Land of Israel from the Seleucids

and maintaining an independent Jewish kingdom for more than

a century

Some Jewish scholars have also suggested that the first

Chanukah may have been a belated celebration of Sukkot,

which the Jews had not had the chance to observe during the

Maccabean Revolt. One of the Jewish religion’s most impor-

tant holidays, Sukkot consists of seven days of feasting, prayer

and festivities.

          CHANUKAH TRADITION

The Chanukah celebration revolves around the kindling of

a nine-branched Menorah known in Hebrew as the hanukiah.

On each of the holiday’s eight nights, another candle is added

to the Menorah after sundown; the ninth candle, called the

shamash (“helper”), is used to light the others. Jews typically

recite blessings during this ritual and display the menorah promi-

nently in a window as a reminder to others of the miracle that

inspired the holiday.

In another allusion to Chanukah, traditional Chanukah

foods are fried in oil- Potato pancakes (known as latkes) and

jam-filled donuts (sufganiyot) are particularly popular in many

Jewish households. Other Chanukah customs include playing

with four-sided spinning tops called dreidels, and exchanging

gifts. In recent decades, particularly in North America, Chanukah

has exploded into a major commercial phenomenon, largely

because it falls near or overlaps with Christmas.   From a reli-

gious prospective however, it remains a relatively minor holiday

that places no restrictions on working, attending school or other

activities.   

In summary, Chanukah- the festival of lights, has a number

of traditions and customs associated with it. Some have their

source in the past, while others have evolved from the earlier

trends. For instance, lighting the Chanukah Menorah is an age-

old tradition, associated with the miraculous burning of the

Menorah, during the rededication of the Holy Temple of

Jerusalem...For that purpose, all the members of the family con-

gregate around the Menorah. 

Preparing an elaborate meal, forms one of the most popu-

lar traditions associated with the Chanukah festival. Jews have

some typical foods for the festival, which are necessarily cooked.

It is also customary for them to have foods baked or fried in oil,

preferably olive oil, during the festival. The special foods for the

days include latkes, sufganiyots, loukomades and pretzels. The

Jewish people also consume dairy products on the festival, as a

symbol of tribute to Judith, who played an integral role in the

liberation of Jews.

 As a part of their tradition, Jews also play a typical game

called dreidel on Chanukah. The dreidel is a 4-sided spinning

top, which consists of a distinct Hebrew letter on each side. In

America, the letters stand for “A Great Miracle Happened

There”. Then, there is the gift giving tradition, which has evolved

from the ancient gelt giving tradition. Since Hanukkah falls near

Christmas, it got influenced by the latter’s gift giving tradition as

well. All these traditions give significant meaning and impor-
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PPP MP disrespectful to The Speaker
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29th. & 30th.

‘Uncensored:’A fun show pushing comedy beyond the bound-

aries. Comedians competing for one $1 Million in cash and prizes.

They include defending champion Chris Gopaul, Lyndon “Jumbie”

Jones, Michael Ignatius, Kirwyn Mars, Mark Luke Edwards,

Mark Kazim, Kirk “Chow Pow” Jardine, Kirt “Chubby,” Malcolm

“Wickedee” Ferreira and many more.

The show starts at 20:00h. Tickets are $1000, $1500 and $2500

and are available at the National Cultural Centre.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31st.

Ray Lee-O’wn and Triple Play: New Year’s Eve Dinner/Dance.

At: J&J Bar Oak Banquet Hall- 50 Anderson Avenue, Markham

Road, ON. Cash Bar. Music by: Triple Play Band & Dj Bake.

Tickets: $80 per person. Call Raymond: 905-477-9183.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13th, 2018

Bishop’s High School & Queen’s College (Guyana) Alumni As-

sociations: A Twelfth Night of Sparle, Shimmer & Shine. At: Sts.

Peter & Paul Banquet Hall- 231 Milner Ave., Ont. Muisc: Victor

Shim & The Surefire Band and Dj Tee Cee. From: 6:30 pm to

1:00 am. Tickets: $60 incl. Dinner. Call Denise: 416-833-1953.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2018

Guyana Christian Charities (Canada) Inc: Valentine Dinner &

Dance. At: Sts. Peter & Paul Banquet Hall- 231 Milner Avenue,

Ont. From: 7:00 pm to 1:00 am. Semi Formal. Music by: Fuh Fun

Band and Dj Raymond “Bake.” Tickets: $60 pp. Call Joe: 416-

286-1956 or Karen: 416-720-6902.

(Continued from page....13)   PPP MPs. One was seen throwing

cuffs to the back of a police. What will happen to that matter?

 It was so good to see the leader of the AFC, MP Trotman,

trying to bring an amicable solution to the matter, but tell you

what, there came the lord of destruction, Bharrat Jagdeo. It

must be known that the leader of the opposition was not in

parliament all day, but all of a sudden showed up and asked

“Who are the ones the police harass?” He went on to say that

the Speaker solely must be blamed for what happened.

But Jagdeo never asked how it happened or what cause

this to happen. Well Bharrat, it is your MP–the Bishop–that

disrespected the speaker’s order. He has no respect for law

and order or the national assembly. So the Opposition Leader

should now scold him for disrespect; but no, that won’t hap-

pen. He will be commended for bringing shame, disgrace and

lawlessness to the House. Guyanese must understand that all

this is planned by the PPP because of the oil money. The PPP is

behaving as if they are running the country and can do what

they want and no one can tell them what to do.

Guyanese, the PPP wants power and at any cost. They

will try everything to make the government look bad and create

unrest in this land. But let’s not be fooled, the PPP is after power

and not after the good and betterment of Guyana.  We now see

the motives and true side of the PPP.


