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Focus on the oil revenue Purge rogue officers

Sexual harassment will abate if silence we no longer tolerate
____________________________________________

By: Yvonne Sam

W

Dr. Jan Mangal

Government’s Petroleum Advisor Dr.

Jan Mangal believes that Guyanese need

to have realistic expectations of the im-

pending oil-and-gas industry and urged

that focus be placed on infrastructural

development and investing the revenue

from the resource on the citizens.

Speaking with reporters Wednesday,

Dr. Mangal said with news of the oil finds,

there has been much talk about job cre-

ation within the sector, but notes that that

could be a misconception. In fact, the ex-

pert noted that such an expectation is un-

realistic. “Initially, expectations are all over

the place because people don’t know

what to expect and they expect jobs from

in the industry and that’s not realistic.”

He noted that President David Granger

has laid out a vision for the oil-and-gas

sector here and it is clear, based on that

vision, which the citizens will benefit from

the revenues derived therefrom. “…that’s

[the vision] focused on taking the revenue

from oil and gas and spending it and in-

Petroleum advisor urges citizens...

vesting it in existing industries, on all the

things Guyanese complain about–schools,

roads, hospitals…,” Dr. Mangal ex-

plained.

The Petro-

leum expert

noted that

while the focus

is on the rev-

enue and

spending it ap-

propriately, the

timeline for the infrastructural development

is affected by when the revenue is re-

ceived. “However, the government has

the opportunity to go and borrow money

upfront now and start spending…It is on

those projects that people will see the

benefit and all those jobs will be local,

schools, roads etc. all local jobs,” Dr

Mangal assured. He called on the citizenry

to pay more attention to the revenue and

how that revenue would be spent to their

benefit. The    See page.............2

    hile the tsunami of revelation of

sexual harassment and inappropriate

sexual behaviours swirls around Holly-

wood, it is worth mentioning that content

unavoidably reflects the culture that cre-

ates it. Silence further serves as complic-

ity to the sordidity.

Suddenly and without warning the

floodgates of Hollywood have been

thrown wide open, and pouring out (even

from between the cracks) like molten lava

have been accusations and revelations of

predatory sexual behavior.

Name after name has been followed

by shame after blame as the list grows with

each beat of a female’s heart or unrequited

male alarm charm. Even the accusations

levelled against Bill Cosby or Bill O’Reilly

failed and paled in comparison to how the

recent downfall of Harvey Weinstein,

Kevin Spacey, Louis CK, and many other

lesser well-knowns have jolted cranial

recesses and aroused repressed sexual

feelings from both males and females alike.

Never on record have so many be-

come so questionably emboldened!

Underlying the accusations is the revela-

tion of culture of abuse in Hollywood that

has the whole world reacting with equal

shock and awe as

when George W.

Bush announced

his threat against

Iraq in 2003. One

is left to wonder if

this same awe-

stricken world has

ever stopped to

consider or forgotten

what Hollywood away from its seeming

glitter and glamour signifies or has always

stood for.

The term “casting couch” that re-

ferred to female actors who secured their

breaks in the business by sleeping and

keeping with influential men was not just

a hastily-contrived term, but instead a leg-

end and lore that has long saturated the

industry. In sexually correct terms: No

Sleeping! No Keeping!   See page........2

Harvey Weinstein

There was a time in this society, when

police officers were seen as persons of

high respect. An officer and sworn repre-

sentative of the law, was much feared, as

well as admired in uniform. This extended

out of official uniform as well, as he/she

was also a welcome choice for a husband/

partner/companion on the part of many a

young man/woman. The mere mention of

the word “Police” was enough to cause

those inclined to commit offences against

the law, to think twice or look over their

shoulders. Being a policeman, was also a

ready and desired occupation for many a

young man, who did not take to the tradi-

tional learning curve.

Unfortunately, that high social pedes-

tal on which the police officer once stood

has fallen – undermined, by conduct,

through the last two decades especially,

that is less than desirable. But that is to be

charitable, if not simplistic, to a track

record that has in every way reduced the

traditional respect shown for the police-

man, and by extension policewoman, to

a level of societal derision.

There is not a week that passes when

there is not a media report of a police of-

ficer involved in very serious

misdemeanour. It is not uncommon, as the

current instance of some policemen being

investigated for the murder of a young

educator, whose battered and uncon-

scious form was found lying on a city

roadway.

Policemen especially, have been ac-

cused of, and charged for, murder, at-

tempted murder; robbery in all catego-

ries; rape, even committing such an of-

fence within the precincts of the police sta-

tion; colluding with criminal elements and

serious crimes; being hired assassins; traf-

ficking in persons; drug trafficking; pos-

session of unlicensed    See page........10
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Election results are in...
(Continued from cover page)  benefit. The government’s advisor

noted that while it would be great for Guyanese to work di-

rectly in the oil-and-gas sector, it is important to note that Guyana

does not have the human capacity, the skills to do so.

“There are not enough Guyanese to do all these projects.

Guyana will have to open the door; bring in people from out-

side to bring Guyana up to standard. There is a huge opportu-

nity for Guyana. It is the revenue, and it is investing the revenue

for its people,” he stressed.

However, Dr Mangal believes that with foreign expertise,

Guyana stands to benefit tremendously, noting that the country

is new to an industry that could change dramatically over night if

not properly managed. “In terms of Guyanese thinking that we

are not going to get the jobs…there are going to be too many

jobs…if managed well, there should be too many jobs and

people who will be coming in to do jobs Guyanese don’t want

to do or can’t do.”

Dr Mangal noted that because Guyana is starting from base,

citizens must understand that the administration must seek over-

seas expertise. He urges that human capacity is increased rap-

idly as Guyana prepares for oil production in 2020. “That ca-

pacity is unlikely to come from Guyana or from the diaspora –

it will have to come from oil and gas professionals around the

world.

Guyana needs to go out and seek the best because the

tradeoffs are enormous,” said Dr Mangal who stressed that

capacity is not limited to human capacity, but institutional ca-

pacity and capacity in other areas that are not related to oil and

gas. “Capacity for government to save the revenue properly,

capacity to spend the revenue appropriately,” he said is impor-

tant, while noting that Guyana is faced with a potentially huge

increase in revenues “and unless those revenues are spent wisely,

then we have seen around the world–even with increased rev-

enues–it can be easily squandered and the benefits do not trans-

late.”

Asked to comment on Guyana being warned about a

Trinidad takeover of the sector, the Petroleum Advisor reminded

that historically, Guyana has not done well economically. He

attributed this to brain drain as one of the main reasons while

stressing that unless reversed…Guyana is in dire need of ex-

pertise, given the amount of work that needs to be done.

“Because of oil revenue, we need a huge influx of people.

The most important resource is not the oil resource; it is the

human resource–human capacity–nothing will get done without

people, appropriately qualified people,” declared Dr Mangal

who stressed that “Guyanese currently do not have the skills;

they need to accept that.”

He explained that it will take time to develop the skills and

it is important for Guyana to become more competitive inter-

nally. The expert believes a way to do that is to open the doors,

not necessarily Trinidadians, but to all countries that have ex-

perts in the field. “If they are skilled, if they can add value they

should be allowed in, because the brain drain has really affected

Guyana and this is an opportunity now …there are projects to

do, money to be spent. Let people come in,” said Dr Mangal.

“Look around the world, the successful countries. Why

are they successful? Because of migration…Canada, the U.S.,

Australia, Cayman Islands and other small islands that have open

policies about open migration, they are all successful because

of migration. So if Guyana wants to keep its doors closed, it

won’t help Guyana,” he continued.

Focus on the oil revenue

TT takeover

(Continued from cover page) Sexism is endemic to any profession,

Hollywood can claim no monopoly. Let’s be real, Hollywood

was founded on objectifying the human form and predominated

by males with power, wealth and needy sexual desires.

In addition, it has been the long-held assumption that any

young female endeavouring to make it big in Hollywood, will

need to withstand an onslaught of suggestive comments, ogling,

propositions, inappropriate gestures or even worse. So what’s

new now? Some have seen their name in the bright light, simply

by playing their cards right.

For the decades that American movies have been the mass

medium, Hollywood has condoned the trafficking in imagery

that sexualizes women to a gratuitous and sometimes degrading

degree. The practice and the values that inform and reinforce

them are reflected in the movies themselves, the same movies

that have been and are still being viewed by the now awe-

shocked world.

In the case of movies that do not explicitly advertise women

as objects of male desire, nevertheless audiences have to en-

dure a steady diet of unbridled potency, wish-fulfillment fanta-

sies of male desire that would be comical if they did not have

such perverted, outrageous parallels in the real world.

Multiplicities of succinctly unanswered questions lie amidst

these raging allegations, responses to which from hereon will

certainly change the face of male-female interaction, especially

where there is a confluence of influence and affluence.

With total abhorrence for the reprehensible acts commit-

ted and genuine respect for both the males and females who

have come forward to speak out, nevertheless there is another

facet that needs to be equally addressed if future recurrence/

continuation is to be averted. Young females especially need to

be equipped with honed moral and ethical standards, and to

report without delay any signs or gestures of inappropriate play.

When his hands start to prowl do not hesitate to call Foul.

Sexual harassment will abate if silence we no longer tolerate.

Sexual harassment will abate if....

Candidate, Tony Jones

By: TNR Staff

________________

The political campaign is now over and the results have

been well-received by all candidates without acrimony and public

posturing. A stark contrast to the post-election climate as dem-

onstrated by heated rhetoric, protestations and even violence in

some places around the world. For win-

ners in the recent Methuen city elec-

tion, it is time to begin preparing for the

swearing in ceremony and equipping

themselves for the arduous task ahead.

For the unsuccessful candidates in-

cluding Tony Jones the aftermath will

be spent reflecting on the what-ifs and

deciphering their immediate plans.

   According to Tony Jones, he is

weighing several options and will make a decision sometime in

early January 2018, relevant to his political/social activism.

The committee to elect Tony Jones has expressed its con-

fidence in and support for him in whatever he decides to do.

They encourage Tony to consider building on the foundation

that has been established including the positive press that he

received the week prior to Election Day.

The staff at ‘The New Road’ takes this opportunity to con-

gratulate Tony for getting involved in the political process and

hopes that he remains a strong agent for change and a defender

of those issues of concern to him. All the best in your future

endeavors Tony Jones.

‘Will-power is the key to success’
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Carlyle Harry      Gulianne Jacobs
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Noel Moses      Derrick Arjune
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Why Defer Today’s Possibility for the Uncertainty of  Tomorrow

JUST MY OPINION - Guest Columnist

‘The New Road’ serves as an instrument
to inform the Guyanese Diaspora. It is a
monthly publication of the Centre For Social
Justice And Development Inc.

All articles herein are determined for rel-
evancy. The views expressed are those of the
authors. Our editorial board reserves the right
to reject or edit all pieces or give credits  where
necessary.

Five decades later, the

real cause of the explosion

on board the Son Chapman

and those responsible for

its detonation are yet to be

determined. This inaction-

the absence of a final reso-

lution has prompted calls

for an inquiry into the trag-

edy. The first terrorist act in

Guyana, which resulted

with 43 people being killed.

Advertise
Now

‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW R‘THE NEW ROOOOOAD’AD’AD’AD’AD’

Email: Executive Director

guyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.comguyanacsjad@gmail.com

CSJAD:  General Membership
Sign Up Begins Soon

Request a Form

Email:

guyanacsjad@gmail.com

A case of destructive and divisive politics

Remember Change

Begins From Within

Each Of Us

Join Other

Concerned

Nationals And

Fashion The

New Guyana!

maY 12th 2015
Marks the
DAWN of a
New era

A PHASEPHASEPHASEPHASEPHASE  of
EnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenment

whereby things humanly
possible are

accomplished by all

By: Lincoln Lewis

     F

“Everyone has the right to a
standard of living- adequate
for the health of himself and

of his family.....”

  ormer President, Donald Ramotar

claimed “Guyanese of all political views

must join the fight to promote integrity in

public life,” yet he is unprepared to hold

himself to the same standard that he is

asking of the society.

At the click of a mouse or the picking

up of the telephone, he would have veri-

fied the information that GECOM Chair-

man, Justice James Patterson served as

Chief Justice in Grenada, and help bring

sobriety and integrity to the public dis-

course. But the refusal to do so or deci-

sion to continue perpetuating a lie brings

into question his commitment of what he

is asking of us.

The initial contention with this appoint-

ment was that President Granger did so

in contravention of the Guyana Constitu-

tion. The PPP/C, who is championing this

view, has since taken the matter to court,

which is the right place to resolve an issue

of this nature.

However, as the days progress, soci-

ety is being led to believe this is much

more than the alleged concern for a vio-

lation of the constitution. It seems to be

more of attempts to engage in defamation

and character assassination of the appoin-

tee, to the extent where discriminatory

thinking and lies are driving the narrative.

Whether Patterson was acting or con-

firmed as Chief Justice, he performed the

duties, and has earned the right to place it

in his résumé. The same principle applies

for those who had or are acting as Chief

Justice, Chancellor, or any position in this

society.

Further, according to paragraph two

of Article 161 (2), used to appoint this

Chairman, the requirement is that of a

Judge. Was this requirement not met then,

there would have been justifiable reason

to question qualification as required in this

instance.

The PPP and others are engaging in

destructive and divisive politics in the ef-

fort to condition the society to think Lo-

cal Government, General and Regional

Elections under the Patterson’s chairman-

ship will be rigged, and for this reason de-

mocracy comes under threat.

Society needs to recall that the PPP

claimed the 2015 Elections were rigged

and called for the removal of Chairman,

Steve Surujbally whom they implicitly ac-

cused of the act, the same party when it

secured the majority of Neighbourhood

Democratic Councils, at the Local Gov-

ernment Elections did not damn him.

Accepting selective recall and screaming

of rigged elections should the PPP win any

seat or majority/plurality in the local, gen-

eral and regional elections; those who are

crying wolf should expect society not to

accept these results. This is how asinine

the discourse has now become. There is

no God-given right to any political party,

race, or individual to govern this country.

Each has equal chance under the Consti-

tution; the privilege to be elected and

served which must be earned and re-

spected.

Let me, too, address the matter of

Minister Joe Harmon who in responding

to Christopher Ram’s resignation from

government positions, claimed that he held

no significant position. Ram is significant

and anything that he does, he would bring

significance to it.

You may not agree with him all the time

but it cannot be denied that he has played

a significant role in society. Whether right

or wrong, accurate or inaccurate, he has

made a contribution to an understanding

of the social, economic and political real-

ity in Guyana over decades.

Further, it cannot be said that Ram is

not significant to government, when this is

a man influencing public opinion and caus-

ing people to see and perceive and there-

fore act, and has struggled against suc-

cessive administrations.

One can disagree with or fault an ar-

gument that he may make from time to

time, but that does not deny his contribu-

tion to society and so far as he has been

able to influence public opinion, also his

perspective in bringing about good gov-

ernance.

All labour is significant, including the

garbage collector that keeps the environ-

ment clean and the gravedigger who is

tasked with the responsibility of properly

disposing of man’s earthly remains.

Sanity and integrity must be restored to

public discourse.

It doesn’t matter which side of the

fence you get off sometimes. What

matters most is getting off. You

cannot make progress without

making decisions.
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Fighting back

John M. Seeram

Recently, there have been discussions between the respec-

tive Unions and the Government on increased wages and sala-

ries for public servants and for teachers. Although there is to be

a payout, discussions are still on-going.

What about our pensioners who have given yeoman ser-

vice to this country and are now paid a pension of $19,000 per

month? I am motivated to write on the pension being paid to

citizens 65 years and older, with the view that the governmental

authorities will do a meaningful review of this pension for the

2018 Budget.

Under this Administration, in September 2015 it was

$17,000 and in 2017 it had increased by $2,000 to $19,000. It

can be argued that over the two years there was a 12 percent

increase; however is this significant to the pensioners? The gov-

ernment has been working to create an environment which is

supportive of socio-economic development with the objective

of ensuring a ‘good life’ for all.

If we are striving for a ‘good life’ for all, certainly the pen-

sion being paid is insufficient and should be addressed as a ma-

jor priority. This pension, like other pensions globally, should

be at a minimum amount for the pensioner to live comfortably,

and it is expected that this pension will be subsidised by the

pensioner in the form of savings, contributions by relatives, etc.

in order to meet a livable amount.

Pensions are not increased in an objective manner. Each

year, it is increased by an incremental percentage, and this is

known in the financial literature as Incremental Budgeting.

It is of the view that Zero-Based Budgeting should be applied

to determine a livable pension. In so doing, it should be revalu-

ated each time a new budget is formulated. The way forward is

to do a Means Test, whereby on a monthly basis, an estimated

amount is required; for example, for food, transportation, utili-

ties, accommodation.

If this is done, it is obvious that $19,000 is inadequate.

When one looks at the upper levels of pensions being paid of

over one million dollars per month, why pay the lowest level

such a meager amount? We must move away from this incre-

mental approach, and do a Means Test to determine a livable

pension, and I can assure you that it will be more than $19,000

a month.

It would be a failing on my part if I do not mention the

pensionable age of 65 years to enjoy a ‘good life’. According

 ____________________

There is a campaign by Jagdeo’s PPP to try to denigrate,

frustrate, marginalise and demoralise those who have to deal

with these sore losers.

What Jagdeo and his few followers have to realise is that

they will not be dealing with the over decent David Granger.

His supporters are the ones who will walk the walk, and do

they do in the quest for what belongs to them. Many are fighting

to reclaim stolen lands, villages and plantations; some want an-

swers to the murder of Donna McKinnon who was shot from

Freedom House, Ronald Waddell, and Crum-Ewing.

The executioners were told by a PPP bigwig not to leave

bodies on the streets so they (dead) were all thrown or dumped

into alligator ponds in the back of the Botanical Gardens.

The PPP is still vexed with Peter D’Aguiar not because he

went with the PNC but because he went with Forbes Burnham.

They are annoyed with Moses Nagamootoo and Khemraj

Ramjattan. This is not about race, we have been sweeping the

PPP race card under the carpet for far too long.

to the latest World Health Organisation data, Life Expectancy

in Guyana is 64 years for a male and 68 years for a female, a

total life expectancy of 66 years and a ranking of 130.

It is obvious that the authorities should have an early re-

view on the life expectancy and to lower this pensionable age

based on the authentic global statistics. After all, our pensioners

also deserve a ‘good life’ and time is running out.

Murtland ‘Slugger’ Williams

____________________

Democrats in the US Congress have been calling for the

impeachment of President Donald Trump, especially after he

fired Director James Comey of the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation (FBI). Trump reportedly has shared terror and other in-

telligence with Russia. But it is highly unlikely Mr. Trump will be

impeached because of the Republican majority in both Houses

of Congress.

Yet given the nature of his presidential campaign and his

unprecedented liabilities, calls by democrats to impeach and

remove him from office are understandable.

The English dictionary defines impeachment as to formally

accuse a public official, especially politicians of a serious crime

in connection with their job. It is a means to challenge the hon-

esty and credibility of public officials.

Impeachment has its origins in English law and was first

used by the British during the second half of the 14th century

but fell out of use in the 18th century. It exists under constitu-

tional law in many countries, including Australia, Brazil, the Re-

public of Ireland, India, Philippines, Russia, South Korea and

the United States, among others.

In the US, impeachment is an enumerated power of the

legislative branch of government that allows formal charges to

be brought against a President and other public officials for

crimes alleged to have been committed while in office.

Impeachment proceedings have been initiated against sev-

eral presidents of the United States, but only Andrew Johnson

and Bill Clinton were impeached in 1868 and in 1998 respec-

tively by the House of Representative.

However, they were not convicted by the Senate and there-

fore were not removed from office. Only a conviction by the

Senate could remove a president from office. To date, no U.S.

President has been convicted by the senate and removed. from

office.

Many believe that impeachment as a legal proceeding is

needed in Guyana to curb the reckless and corrupt behaviour

of some politicians. The people cannot rely only on democratic

accountability which has been reduced to elections normally

held once every five years.

Elections cannot provide timely, direct or substantive pun-

ishment to individual acts of public wrongdoing by politicians.

They gamble on the assumption that people will cast ballots to

signal their displeasure with acts of malfeasance, which are un-

likely, given Guyana’s strong culture of party-based and racial

voting, regardless of individual candidates.

Elections also incorrectly assume that voters will punish

their parties to indicate their disapproval with a member’s wrong-

doing or corrupt practices by a governing party that occurred

during a five-year cycle.

It is a fact that our courts operate on two different systems

of justice by punishing rogue individuals who are poor and not

public officials and the political elite who are wealthy and who

rarely face the consequences for their illegal actions.

The government should introduce legislation to make im-

peachment a legal proceeding against public officials, especially

politicians for corruption, abuse of power, betrayal of public

trust and other forms of malfeasance.

The possibility of impeachment     See page...............7
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Small states must insist on rights to Climate Change compensation
By: Sir Ronald Sanders

CSJAD calls for a
National Commission

to investigate Racial
Unity and an end to

Racialized Voting

C       aribbean small states should be

readying themselves for a major joint push

to make the 23rd session of the Confer-

ence of the Parties (COP 23) to the UN

Convention on Climate Change

(UNFCCC) a landmark occasion for

compensation for the damage caused to

them by the world’s worst polluting na-

tions.

COP 23 will take place in Bonn, Ger-

many in early November and it will be

presided over by the Government of Fiji

– a Pacific small state with intimate knowl-

edge and experience of the damaging ef-

fects of Climate Change.

The case for compensation for dam-

age to small states as a result of Climate

Change has never been stronger than it is

now.  2017 has witnessed record-break-

ing climate disasters across the globe – in

the United States (US), Mexico, the Car-

ibbean, Asia and Africa.  Back-to-back

Category 5 hurricanes cut a swathe

through the Caribbean in September from

which the affected islands will not fully

recover for many years to come.

Importantly, these hurricanes have also

caused thousands of people, whose

homes, schools, hospitals and businesses

have been decimated, to seek refuge in

other islands.  These people are, in effect,

‘Climate Refugees’, ripped away from

their history, their culture and their

identity.   Their plight has been created by

ferocious storms not caused by their own

actions but by profligate carbon emissions

(CO2) by rich nations.

A World Meteorological Organisation

(WMO) report published on October 30,

says that concentrations of carbon diox-

ide in the atmosphere surged at a record-

breaking speed in 2016 to the highest level

in 800,000 years.  According to the re-

port: “The abrupt changes in the atmo-

sphere witnessed in the past 70 years are

without precedent”.

The WMO Chief, Petteri Taalas, said:

“Without rapid cuts in CO2 and other

greenhouse gas emissions, we will be

heading for dangerous temperature in-

creases by the end of this century, well

above the target set by the Paris climate

change agreement.”    In plain-speaking,

that means the world is on course for

warming beyond the 2 degrees Celsius

target and probably higher than the 3 de-

grees Celsius that governments loosely

mooted last year.  At those temperatures,

many islands will drown and coastal ar-

eas of mainland countries, including in the

US, will be lost.

The possibility of the climate refugees

returning to their homes in the short to me-

dium term is remote. But it is not only the

refugees that face hardship, the receiving

islands are also encumbered with addi-

tional costs of unexpectedly providing

services for them.  The island of Antigua,

for instance, is now a haven for the 1,600

inhabitants of Barbuda and another 3,000

from Dominica, at costs it can ill afford.

For the independent Caribbean coun-

tries, the rebuilding process is daunting;

they simply don’t have the money.  Worse

for them is that because they are mea-

sured by the palpably false criteria of high

per capita income, they don’t have ac-

cess to aid, grants and concessional

loans.   Their only prospect for rapid re-

building is to borrow money on arduous

commercial terms that would increase

their debt to unsustainable levels.

In any event, it would be impossible

for them to borrow the huge sums that

rebuilding requires.  The damage on

Barbuda, for instance, is approximately

14.2% of the Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) of Antigua and Barbuda; on

Dominica it is more than 100%.

Without international assistance, the

levels of economic development and so-

cial improvement that they had achieved,

prior to hurricanes Irma and Maria, will

take many years to re-establish.

This disastrous situation, coupled with

the fact that Climate Change is now forc-

ing people from their land and their homes,

make concerted action by small states

imperative at COP 23 in Bonn.

The message clearly has to be that

small island states and countries with low

coastal areas are being irreparably dam-

aged, and their people are being made

refugees by the rich, polluting nations of

the world who must face-up to their obli-

gations to pay compensation for the dam-

age they have so far caused and agree to

tackle Climate Change meaningfully now.

Even if, year after year, Caribbean and

Pacific islands expend huge sums of

money on re-building infrastructure,

homes, businesses, hospitals, schools, air-

ports and ports to higher standards of re-

silience, they remain vulnerable to con-

tinuous climate destruction, and increas-

ing numbers of climate refugees, until such

time as the world’s polluters curb CO2

emissions and halt climate change.

That message must be delivered in

Bonn in a united, strong and loud voice

by small states.  And strong alliances have

to be forged with organisations such as

OXFAM and Greenpeace.  It is time that

the polluters are made to face-up to the

destruction and dislocation they are caus-

ing, and resolve in a legally-binding way

to stop.

In the meantime, these very polluting

countries that control the world’s finan-

cial system, including the international fi-

nancial institutions, should put in place

immediate measures to compensate dam-

aged countries.  They should also provide

access to the funding that small states ur-

gently need to make themselves better

prepared for the destructive climate de-

mons that have already been unleashed

upon them.

The immediate measures should in-

clude: forgiveness of debt owed by small

states to other governments and interna-

tional financial institutions or rescheduling

of such debt over longer repayment peri-

ods at nominal interest; assumption by de-

veloped nations of commercial debts to

institutions in their countries, including

Paris Club debt; payment of premiums for

disaster insurance by governments; access

to grants and highly concessional loans

from the international financial institutions

that must set new criteria for eligibility,

casting away per capita income as a ba-

sis of judgement and replacing it with more

meaningful measurements of need.

Small countries, damaged by the ex-

cessive pollution of large and rich nations,

should not be compelled to cope by them-

selves with the unemployment, poverty,

inequality, disease, dislocation of people

and the refugee communities created as

consequences of climate change.

Small states should go to Bonn deter-

mined to raise their voices in complaint,

to point fingers at where blame lies and to

insist on compensation that is their due.

The planet Earth is shared by all mankind,

not by a few; its bounty is the common

property of all nations, not only the rich;

the burden of its care must fall to all, not

primarily to the small and vulnerable.

I believe that we are solely

responsibile for our choices,

and we have to accept the

consequences of every deed,

word, and thought throughout

our lifetime
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I feel obliged to stay with this topic, because

of its gravity. In August of this year, President Donald Trump

labelled the opioid and drug overdose crises —a ‘National

Emergency.’...An assertion that he repeated on Thursday, Oc-

tober 26th...Saying “the shocking measure of the opioid crisis

causes families to be ripped apart, and for many communities, a

generation is being lost”.

President Trump disclosed that America’s opioid epidemic

was killing 175 inhabitants a day, leaving more people dead

than homicides and vehicular accidents.

The second compelling reason for staying with this topic,

is that Attorney-General—Jeff Sessions’ Office has confirmed

that “this was the worst drug crisis in U.S. history”

•  Attorney-General, Sessions concluded that “more Ameri-

cans died of drug-overdoses in 2016, than died from HIV/AIDS

at the height of that epidemic...He repeated that the country’s

opioid epidemic is killing 175 Americans daily”

The AG’s Office estimates that fatalities from drug-over-

doses in 2016 were approximately 64,000—the highest in na-

tional history, and an increase of more than 20% in 2015.

The third compelling reason for staying with this topic, is

because many respondents to earlier articles, are expressing

dismay that pain killers which are supposed to cure, are causing

so much hurt and pain among U.S. Communities.

   

 A significant development in the White House’s battle

against drug-overdoses and the use of opioids, has been the

withdrawal of President Trump’s original Nominee- Tom Marino

to become his Drug-Czar. Mr. Marino (reportedly) withdrew

his name for consideration, because of outcries and protests 

that followed October’s Washington Post’s and Sixty-Min-

utes’ disclosures about the Pennsylvania Congressional Repre-

sentative involvement in facilitating Drug-Manufacturers’ flood-

ing of markets with addictive pain-killers.

President Trump had tapped the Congressman to become

his Administration’s Drug-Czar, a post requiring Senate approval.

The principal allegation against the Republican Congress-

man was that he had received campaign donations from phar-

maceutical companies, while he was sponsoring Legislation to

make it harder for the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)

to go after drug firms that were “recklessly” distributing opioid.

The two (Media) reports disclosed that the Legislation

sponsored by Mr. Marino allowed drug companies to over-

whelm small markets with opioids, worsening a public health

crisis that has claimed tens of thousands of lives.

The Law was passed under former President Barack

Obama with unanimous support in Congress, but several Law-

Makers upon learning details from the(Media) reports are now

admitting that they did not realize the dangers that the passage

of the Legislation would have posed, nor the role that Mr. Marino

played in putting it together.

Deputy Attorney-General, Rod Rosenstein has indicated

that he would review the Law that Mr. Marino ushered in.

Senate Minority Leader—Chuck Schumer called Mr.

Rosenstein’s move “the right decision.”

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has launched

Drug Takeback days which allow participants throughout the

country, to get rid of potentially dangerous prescription pills

without facing any questions or penalties.

During the month of April, the Takeback Day campaign

netted 450 tons of prescription drugs.

•  Governor Andrew Cuomo has indicated that New York

currently has 282 disposal locations, stating “I am convinced

that the disposal locations will prevent new addictions from start-

ing up.”

 Finally, New Jersey’s Governor Chris Christie’s Commis-

sion on opioids has submitted five recommendations for the

President’s consideration, they are:-

♦ Declare a National Emergency;

♦ Expand capacity for Drug-Treatment under Medicaid;

♦ Increase the use of medication-assisted treatments for

           opioid disorders;

♦ Mandate that every local law-enforcement officer in the

           Nation carry Naloxone; and

♦ Developing non-opioid pain relievers.

It has to be curious

to many of us 

who are conscious,

that some will use this crisis 

to maximize profits and business

by using politics and money

to injure occupants of this country.

FFFFFACING THE FACING THE FACING THE FACING THE FACING THE FACTSACTSACTSACTSACTS
C a r l y l eC a r l y l eC a r l y l eC a r l y l eC a r l y l e
  harry  harry  harry  harry  harry

Growing dangers of opioids

   WITHDRAWAL

TAKE-BACK DAY

RECOMMENDATIONS

__________________________

The PPP/C’s inexcusable excuse
There can be no acceptable excuse of inexcusable deport-

ment, particularly from those entrusted the privilege to serve the

people. The People’s Progressive Party/Civic’s (PPP/C) at-

tempt to bring its continuous politicking to the National Assem-

bly against the appointment of the GECOM Chairman, even as

society awaits the High Court’s decision to the party’s chal-

lenge, can find no meritorious explanation. Neither is there ac-

ceptability in the claim made on Tuesday by Member of Parlia-

ment, Anil Nandlall, that the party’s placard-protest and atti-

tude in the House reflected precedents.

Society expects there will be dissent in the House between

Members and the Speaker, or one side against the other. The

National Assembly is the place where diverse and competing

views and interests will contend and ipso facto conflict and dis-

sent will flow. In same measure society expects decorum will

not flee the House and members conduct themselves in a man-

ner befitting the traditional prefix of Honourable.

To seek to accept or impress on society that previously a

party, group, member or side may have acted improperly should

not become the standard to depart from a practice shunned.

Irrespective of the side that engaged in impropriety, it brings

disrepute to the august House and is unbecoming of those af-

forded the privilege to serve in it.

Dissent does not have to be debasing. Disagreeing does

not require being disagreeable. Parliamentary immunity does

not mean abandonment of decorum. The days where dissent

requires nimbleness and understanding of language, particularly

fallacies, should not be seen as obsolete. English still remains

the official language and there is enough within its construct to

get one’s point over, elevating the bar. The beauty of language

and meaning is never learnt or appreciated, equally as subtleties

and sarcasm do not require lowering the bar.

It requires a skillful speaker, understanding the nuances of

the language, to get his or her point across, including inflicting a

verbal power bunch. It is the absence of the capacity to articu-

late at this level that has been responsible for the absence of

decorum in the august house. This is a reality that needs to be

taken note of and recognition attended to    See page...............8

**********
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CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2017: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

 "Emancipate yourself from mental slavery,"

because "None but ourselves can free our minds"

CSJAD Membership  is
open to Guyanese and

their offspring.
Support our fundraising

drive for 2017

Much has been done in Guyana since 2015
but passed unnoticed by many people...

It is with great anticipation that Guyana received the news

that significant developments have taken place for a new cross-

ing for the Demerara River.

The presence of only one bridge between Peter’s Hall,

East Bank Demerara, and La Grange, West Bank has been

stifling our growth and leading to hundreds of millions of dollars

lost annually because of the congestion.

And we are not even discussing the inherent dangers of

one bridge that links the city to West Demerara and Essequibo.

Thousands depend on the bridge to traverse to work, conduct

business in the city and move goods and material.

We have been fortunate as a country that a structure, that

is almost 40 years old, has been standing up despite the im-

mense challenges. We see daily congestion at peak times, which

has forced those in authority to find creative ways to ease the

situation. These include one-way traffic on the bridge at peak

hours, much to the detriment and frustrations of commuters.

We saw recently the problems that resulted from the re-

placement of a pontoon at the retractor span in which a critical

hydraulic winch failed, resulting in river traffic on hold for sev-

eral days.

So it was with a good feeling that Guyana learnt a few

weeks ago that a feasibility study for a new bridge have come

up with a location…between Houston, on the East Bank of

Demerara, and Versailles, East Bank Demerara.

The bridge will fall between the Muneshwer’s port facili-

ties at Houston, and Pritipaul Singh fisheries at McDoom.

The plan is to build two overhead flyovers to reduce the

bottleneck at both sides of the river.

The plan on paper is commendable. However, there is

another side that the administration will have to look at, on the

long term.

The Muneshwer’s wharf at Houston is a commendable

investment by a business family that has been thinking out-of-

the-box.

It will be located right next the new bridge.

There are some challenges that Guyana has to start thinking

about. It is not too late.

ExxonMobil has announced a 2020 start for oil produc-

tion in its concession 100 miles from the shores of Guyana.

While Muneshwer’s rightfully so has been granted some con

tracts to provide services for the preparatory work of

ExxonMobil, on the long term, we will run into problem.

The wells are expected to produce over 100,000 barrels

per day. There are significant services that would be demanded.

I believe that Guyana does not, as yet, have a real under-

standing of the magnitude of what we are talking about when it

comes to oil.

We have been pushing for local content, which translates

to jobs for Guyanese and opportunities for businesses.

However, these jobs and opportunities will not happen unless

we put into place the necessary facilities.

ExxonMobil’s operations will require tonnes of mud from

a plant to help with the pumping of oil. It will require significant

storage space for pipes and special containers. The operations

will require fresh water, food, an area for repairs to vessels. It

will also require enough space for several vessels to dock. Criti-

cal spares, space for Customs, CANU and emergency response

equipment and team will all be needed.

There will be limitations to the current facilities at

Houston…it barely has space for two vessels.

By: Zaheer Alli

A new bridge, oil and the Houston area
Currently, traffic on the East Bank are forced to stop when

container trucks enter or leave the Muneshwer and Gafoors’

areas.

It will get worse with the envisaged materials that

ExxonMobil’s site will require on site once operation gets un-

derway.

We have to be careful that in building a new Demerara

River bridge, we don’t create more bottlenecks.

As of now, trucks coming from the city and wanting to

head to the wharf area at Houston have to U-turn at the

McDoom gas station area. That means the container trucks

have to make a deep turn, halting traffic behind and those on-

coming on the western carriageway.

The administration has to seriously think of facilitating an

onshore facility that they have been talking about planned for

Crab Island, Berbice, or elsewhere that will offer world-class

services.

We only have to take a walk to nearby Trinidad, which

has special industrial zones for oil.

While one can argue they have had a long head-start, the

reality is that we have an opportunity to get it right now instead

of waiting for ExxonMobil to tell us that we don’t have the

facilities.

I am sure that there are companies in Guyana that can

complement what Muneshwer has in place to ensure all citizens

benefit.

Again, these decisions or lack of by the Government will

have direct impact on congestion and our benefits from oil.

I am not sure, with the bridge planned right next door to

Muneshwer, what kind of impact the port facilities will have. Is

there a buffer zone for the bridge?

Commentary
(Continued from page........4)  would help to regulate the conduct

of politicians and would deter them from wrongdoing, corrup-

tion and abuse of power as occurred during the last administra-

tion. The prospect of being impeached would severely con-

strain the power and behaviour of the political elite.

Impeachment procedures exist in several other countries

to solve this very problem. It is time for the government to es-

tablish an impeachment process to provide an effective check

on the power of the ruling elite who because of their wealth and

status might be perceived to be beyond challenge for specific

offences, such as corruption, abuse of power and violation of

the Constitution.

It has proven to be a useful tool in other countries and

could do the same for Guyana.

__________________________

Sometimes it’s the smallest decisions

that can change your life forever.
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Messrs. Jagdeo and Ramotar; two incredible men
By: Freddie Kissoon

I hardly look at the press conferences of our politicians on

television, preferring to read their utterances carried in the print

media the next day. On Thursday night, I caught Jagdeo speak-

ing at his press meeting and it was a disturbing experience for

those who lived through this man’s domination of Guyana. No

wonder humans become tragic victims of others who are cun-

ning animals but can appear persuasive.

I read in the media where Joe Harmon held a public meet-

ing on West Demerara to explain the President’s procedural

correctness in his appointment of the GECOM chairmanship. I

hoped that someone from the audience got up and said to Min-

ister Harmon, “but sir, wasn’t it the president himself who intro-

duced age as a factor to consider in public service? So couldn’t

he have picked someone younger than 84 years? And sir, would

it not have been wise for the President to consult his coalition

partners in APNU and his coalition partner in government when

he made his GECOM chair decision?”

It is these kinds of questions that put leaders on the spot

and when they encounter such brave souls who refuse to be

cajoled by political spin, those leaders will be deterred in treat-

ing citizens as brainless animals. It is two and a half years since

Jagdeo lost power, and he must have addressed countless meet-

ings, and I doubt a courageous supporter has asked Jagdeo

why he sold state lands at Pradoville 2 so cheaply to people

who already had house lots and those who could have afforded

prevailing market rates, like the then President of the Carib-

bean Development Bank, Dr. Compton Bourne. No sugar

worker has ever got up at a meeting and asked Komal Chand

how he could be a parliamentarian for the ruling party yet serve

the interests of sugar workers.

So there was I watching Jagdeo at his press conference

saying that the detractors of the PPP accuse it of being racist to

African Guyanese. Yet it was under the PPP’s rule in 2012 that

the most poisonous racist statement in the history of the state

media – print or electronic – was made.

A Chronicle editorial written by an Indian woman who

worked in the government service at the time, observed that

African youths have been socialized to hate East Indians and

that explains why they attack Indian people all the time. This

statement had to apply of course to my African nieces and neph-

ews who never harmed a fly. The woman remained in her job

and today works with the PPP, of which Jagdeo is the leader.

Mr. Jagdeo has made the most virulent racist statement in

the history of political campaigns in this country, when in 2015

he told his supporters that if the PNC won the 2015 poll their

homes would be invaded and they would be robbed and bru-

talized (he used a terrible word that I cannot repeat here). It

was clear to every sane human in Guyana who heard that ex-

clamation that Jagdeo meant Black people. As President, he

never apologized for that diseased rhetoric.

We come to a letter in the press yesterday written by

former president, Donald Ramotar. It was this man who headed

the government when that Chronicle editorial was published.

Ramotar and the writer of that editorial are very close friends.

What kind of substance is Ramotar made of? His letter

goes back to the era of the PNC under 1964-1992 and asserts

there was no morality in public office. You would not believe it

if you were from another planet and were told that it was this

man who was President when that Chronicle editorial came out.

Kwame McCoy was press liaison to President Donald Ramotar.

Yet in 2010 before he became President and when he was the

General Secretary of the ruling PPP, in a recorded interview

with Mark Benschop, Ramotar said he does not read anything

McCoy writes. But he found it fit and proper to retain McCoy

as his press liaison.

This is the same Ramotar who wrote a public letter yester-

day with the caption; “Guyanese of all political views must join

the fight to promote integrity in public life.” In that missive,

Ramotar told us; “With the return of democracy, the PPP/C

administration did a lot to try to clean-up public life.” Really!

It was under Ramotar’s presidency that Henry Greene

functioned as Commissioner of Police. This same Ramotar gave

the eulogy at the funeral of Greene and extolled the virtue of a

Police Commissioner who in my view was the most corrupt

head of the police force in the history of the British West Indies.

Ramotar is nothing but a hypocrite.

__________________________

(Continued from page.....6)   the fact that being less than honourble

lays bare the level of ability to articulate the spoken word.

Repeatedly in this 11th Parliament, Speaker Dr. Barton

Scotland has been imploring a change of approach. To society’s

dismay it seems as though his subtle, and dare it be said at times

sarcastic, prodding is eluding those to whom he addressed.

Responses for the most part have been akin to throwing water

on duck’s back–just glides off as the duck continues to waddle

along.

What is markedly strange and somewhat disappointing is

that the modern parliament has within, members who are more

certificated than their predecessors yet decorum, language and

otherwise, have fallen short. Where society is churning out stu-

dents with certifications absent the ability to comprehend and

apply basic rudiments to the task, such deficiency is categorised

as functional illiteracy. There is no intent to categorise what could

be ascribed to the attitude some members of the House are

guilty of. However, it is hoped that the ability to self-critique,

desire for growth and development, and being mindful of the

environment, role and responsibility will necessitate clinical re-

view and correction. Name calling has always been ascribed to

the inability to clearly articulate one’s views. The tendency to

label and demean is never considered progressive and respect-

ing, be it to self or others.

The days of referring to others as “erstwhile member or

opponent” are not outdated, though ignored. Narrowness of

vocabulary in the days of yore was discouraged and seen as

unbefitting of the House. This still holds true today. Debating

was a craft, not only to impress supporters as to knowledge of

the issue in focus, but also to convince opponents and observ-

ers. This craft remains relevant in the 21st century legislature,

though not widely developed and practiced.

Honourable Members took serious their role as models to

society, including setting examples for younger generation, and

up and coming politicians. This is not to say there were not

incidents, though isolated, where decorum fled, but what kept

the illustrious reputation of the august body was widespread

intolerance for such by fellow members and society. The House

has always been seen as an elite club, given its exclusivity in

term of representatives to population size, i.e. 65 members to

770, 000 plus citizens. Traditionally, members zealously guarded

its reputation, their ascendancy, privilege to serve and acting

accordingly. The National Assembly needs to return to its noble-

ness and members, without exception, bear the deportment be-

fitting such.

The PPP/C’s inexcusable excuse
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VVVVVoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concerns...............      Dr. Asquith Rose

Solving homelessness
It is said that Governments are judged by how they treat

the most vulnerable members of their society so we in Guyana

welcome the announcement by the government that it would

build a number of shelters for the homeless. However, while we

applaud the government, this should not be its only venture to

help the homeless and the less fortunate in society. In order to

make sure that the shelters are purpose-built, the government

should embark on a holistic plan that includes the involvement

of community organizations and non-governmental organizations

with experience in sheltering the homeless.

The large number of homeless persons has become a ma-

jor problem for city dwellers. A stroll around Georgetown should

be relaxing, if one ignores the traffic. But one cannot ignore the

pavement dwellers at night. There is the stench that drifts inso-

lently from the pavements and gutters close to the poor and

destitute souls who do not have a place of their own. They lie

comfortably on pieces of cardboard, either asleep or pretend-

ing to be.

The number of homeless people on the streets could de-

stroy the aura of the city. These destitute souls who are in a

terrible situation, eat, sleep, urinate and defecate on the pave-

ments and in alleyways. Heaven help those who must do busi-

ness in the vicinity. Their customers are less inclined to return to

their places of business under such conditions. But then again,

this is a prelude to the cruelty. Night prowlers beat the daylights

out of the pavement dwellers, rousing them from their slumber

with blows from pieces of wood or bottle or even a stone.

Some store owners wet the pavement outside their busi-

nesses to deter occupation by the homeless. The proprietors of

Fogarty’s was roundly criticized for installing sprinklers that

doused the pavement dwellers who happen to make the area

around the post office their home.

It is humiliation of the worst kind. A person may end up on

the street for any number of reasons. Some are there products

of broken homes, others are victims of misfortune, illness, pov-

erty, lack of employment, ostracism from society, drug addicts,

and alcoholics or are unable to live with relatives. But regard-

less of what has caused them to descend into the depths of

poverty, be it some mental illness, innate weakness, depression

or perverse tendency to self-destruct; we, the fortunate should

empathize with them.

Sweeping up the homeless from the streets and placing

them in a shelter or a room is not going to solve anything. The

State must be able to implement holistic programmes at the shel-

ters and partner with organizations with experience in these

matters. The Salvation Army is one such. There must also be

access to all the ancillary things that could make a stay in the

new facility meaningful, including access to medical facilities,

counselling, rehabilitation and support.

During state visits, the solution was to pick up the pave-

ment dwellers and drive them far out of town. By the time they

returned, the state visit was over.

There were also efforts to house them at the Fort Canje

mental institution but this failed because of resources to keep

the new residents. We should not accept the notion that the

homeless prefer to live in the streets rather than in a house or a

shelter. There is simply no easy solution. However, we must

treat the issue of homelessness with utmost importance. Many

of the dispossessed are afflicted by some type of psychological

or mental illness, ranging from clinical depression schizophrenia

to bipolar disorders. Homelessness has become a major prob-

lem that must be solved.

As we all know, Guyana has an agriculture based-economy

and despite its abundance of natural resources, governments

have failed to transition the country into a manufacturing or in-

dustrial society. Even though October every year is designated

Agriculture Month, not enough attention is paid to this impor-

tant sector, notwithstanding the fact that 750,000 Guyanese and

the more than seven billion people on earth would die if they do

not have food.

Despite emphasis on agriculture by governments over the

years, they have invested very little in the sector outside of sugar

and rice. In fact, agriculture is secondary to the mining industry

and more recently to the oil industry. Only the poor and those

living in rural sections of the country are engaged in farming.

This is due to the fact that society has placed more empha-

sis on the more prestigious professions with status such as doc-

tor, lawyer, teacher or bank manager, among others. Indeed,

saving lives and healing the sick are noble. Defending justice in

a law court is an honour. Educating people is respectable. Man-

aging other people’s money is attractive, but farming it seems, is

not.

Guyana needs to break new ground in agriculture and it is

in the interest of the citizens to ditch the stigma and myths asso-

ciated with farming, whether it is livestock rearing or food crop

production. But for this to happen, government must stop pay-

ing lip service to the sector and signal, by its action, that agricul-

ture is critical to growth and sustainable development. The fact

that a relatively miniscule portion of the national budget is allo-

cated to agriculture, while we spend hundreds of millions on

food imports is penny wise and pound foolish. Farmers should

receive more assistance, training, loans, and the allocation of

land at affordable prices.

Agriculture continues to be on the decline in Guyana, ex-

cept for a few who recognize and understand that the sector is

important, vital and has wide-ranging benefits that would im-

prove the well-being of the masses and make the nation pros-

perous.

People should be warned that while they continue to treat

agriculture with irreverence, it should essentially be the back-

bone of the economy. It is estimated that 30 percent of the food

consumed in the country is imported. And studies have proven

that food which is processed is unhealthy for human consump-

tion. It contains a high amount of sugar, fat and salt, which has

resulted in an increase in non-communicable diseases such

as diabetes, cancer, hypertension and the like.

Our over-reliance on imported foods has also made us

more vulnerable to international shortages, commodity price

increases and other external factors. The bigger issue here is

food security. Clearly, if we are striving to be a developed country,

the authorities must invest in agriculture as a matter of national

priority.

The recent ravages of hurricanes Irma and Maria on sev-

eral Caribbean Islands and the resulting food shortages in af-

fected countries are stark reminders that we have to take food

security more seriously. This was the message decades ago by

the government of Forbes Burnham who warned the nation of

the importance of agriculture and that local food production is

critical to our survival. Burnham coined the phrase “buy local”

to support our farmers, but the people were not listening nearly

as attentively as they should have.

The late president was correct, because what can be more

important than feeding ourselves with the right foods. His plea

to Guyanese to grow their food on whatever space they had in

their backyard is even more relevant today.

The government has a duty to create an  See page..........10

The importance of agriculture
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I have witnessed an unprecedented ‘con game’ being played

on our gullible citizens of this country, especially in Regions

Three, Five and Six.

The Constitution gives us freedom of religion and this is a

principle which supports the freedom of an individual or com-

munity to manifest religion or belief in teachings, practice, wor-

ship and observance. It also includes the freedom to change

one’s religion. We are free to express our faith however we

choose.

But the same Constitution also serves to protect ‘public

interest’, so can we allow these ‘religious priests’ to deceive us

into not only believing that they have the ability to cure all ail-

ments under the sun and protect us from all sorts of social ills

and disasters, but can also bring prosperity into our lives?

It started when religious priests began coming from India

many years ago. Dressed in saffron robes with ‘Tulsimalas’ on

their necks and sporting long beards they attracted a large gath-

ering of the sick, the poor and the fortune seekers.

The following is an excerpt from the Guyana Chronicle

dated May 2010: “Within recent weeks, Indian nationals pur-

porting to be pandits have been announcing their supposedly

faith-healing, fortune-telling and other astrological services at

various locations in Guyana and for which seekers reportedly

had to pay large sums of money.

From all indications, these ‘pandits’ are nothing more than

tricksters who found a willing and gullible clientele among

Guyanese of all ethnicities and religions including Islam and

Christianity. The Guyana police are now looking for them as it

is believed they committed crimes by working in Guyana with-

out the relevant work permit and tax evasion.

The fragmented Hindu leadership in Guyana has so far re-

mained deafeningly silent on this issue. No warnings were is-

sued to the public to beware of these fraudsters from India al-

though various public advertisements were repeated in several

sections of the media and the entire country was aware of their

presence.”

After investigative work by the Kaieteur News, in the same

year, one of these fake astrologers was confronted after he and

his group fleeced approximately $20 million from people who

desire ‘quick fixes’ to their problems.

These astrologers have now moved into the rural areas

away from the City after they were again raided this year. They

fled leaving their suitcases behind.

However, the competition is now getting intense as the

‘Prophets’ from certain Christian sects are now presenting an

open challenge to the Indian astrologers. These ‘prophets’ are

using TV advertisements to exhibit their ’healing’ powers which

know no bound. They have testimonies from persons who have

been ‘cured’ of cancer and AIDS.

A person who was giving ‘testimony’ has since got mar-

ried and reverted to Hinduism. She alleged that she was well

paid to give that ’testimony’.

What is also alarming is the fact that places of worship,

especially churches and mandirs, are vigorously trying to con-

trol the minds of their followers; even changing their political

mindset. This is where the politicians capitalize on these people.

Some Pandits are telling their followers which political party

they should support likewise some priests. Instead of bringing

peace to the devotees’ minds, they are confusing them. No

wonder the suicide rate in Regions Three, Five and Six is so

high.

These religious leaders are busy asking for donations so

that they could live lavish lifestyles while their followers are liv-

Fake religious leaders in Guyana
ing in dire poverty, scraping every dollar to give to them in or-

der to be cured and to become prosperous. They have become

just like these fake astrologers.

Furthermore, it is a shame now that almost every temple

has become a ‘mini-parliament’ which dispenses hatred and

strife. This is where the power struggle intensifies. I must con-

gratulate the Muslims; they have retained their independence.

The new confusion is the date for Diwali and Phagwah.

No wonder more and more Hindus are flocking towards Chris-

tianity since Hindus are now becoming unsure of when to cel-

ebrate their holidays.

How will these pandits teach their followers to gain salva-

tion? Hinduism is eternally great but many pandits have become

so materialistic and power crazy, finding less time to teach the

virtues of Sanatan Dharma.

It’s a pity that it is rare for a religious criminal to go to jail.

While the average criminal and petty thieves will be incarcer-

ated, a religious leader or fake astrologer or fake ‘prophet’ will

smile as they go to the bank and live an expensive lifestyle with

no fear of retribution or imprisonment. The followers will de-

fend these charlatans as though their salvation depends on it.

It is time that our political leaders take a serious look at

how the citizens of this country are being swindled by these so-

called religious people. I am a devout Hindu who wants to see

my religion be treated with divine reverence by those who claim

to uphold it.

By: Gobin Harbhajan

____________________

The importance of agriculture
(Continued from page........9) enabling environment to breathe new

life into agriculture. Starting at primary school, agriculture stud-

ies should be given prominence, so students can see it as a

viable career option. Agriculture should no longer just be the

traditional planting of sweet potatoes, yams, bananas, plantains

and fruits etc. Modern technology should help the industry to

add value to our traditional commodities. Such efforts could

lead to food security and recognition of the importance of agri-

culture to our development.

__________________

(Continued from cover page)   firearms; theft of firearms from their

particular outpost; accepting bribes; demanding money with men-

ace; and forgeries. These are what have been considered to be

the very grave offences that have resulted in convictions and jail

terms, for mostly junior ranks; but also, some middle-ranking

cops as well.

A distressing fact is that some high-ranking police officers

have also been reported to be involved in high criminality.

In other words, police personnel have been prosecuted and are

continuing to face such consequences for criminal acts that are

usually done by civilians. The analogy here is that given the un-

dertaking by oath to uphold the law, it is an expectation that

police officers, both senior and junior ranks, will be guided by

such a dictum. Thus, any behaviour otherwise, is a definite con-

tradiction.

But there is a truism that must be recognised, and that is

the reality that policemen/women are products of their society,

reflecting its many dynamics as existing. So, given the relatively

young age of policemen that have been prosecuted for serious

infringements, it is not very difficult to surmise and understand

the factors that have led to a diminution in both personal and

professional conduct of the Guyanese policeman.

We have always emphasised that humans are products of

the era in which they were born and bred.   See page...........11

Purge rogue officers
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These three words, “Integrity, Honesty and Impartiality,”

appear in all spheres of our daily lives. They are the “code of

honor” in the halls of justice (judiciary). They are the “scape-

goats” for politicians. They are the coveted “logo” of the busi-

ness fraternity. They are like the “holy grail” of the religious com-

munity.

We all want these three words to be associated with us in

the eyes and hearts of the people we deal with on a regular

basis and we want them to spread that charmed opinion to those

who don’t know us too.

When does the craving for that charmed existence stop? It

never stops for most people! For the politicians it stops when

one accedes to the presidency of the Cooperative republic of

Guyana. As the president, David Granger considers himself at

the pinnacle of his career, nothing else matters. It seems that he

is the only one “fit and proper” and only he can decide who can

come close to that designation, even if, he has to bend the con-

stitution to get his desired latitude.

As the President, Granger seems to be dazzled by the illu-

mination of the mirage of a king’s scepter; bereft of any consti-

tutional responsibility, in his hand. Forgotten are the days in

opposition when Integrity, honesty and impartiality (IHI) coupled

with favorable promises were paraded to the public as stepping

stones to inspire people to vote him for the presidency.

Integrity, honesty and impartiality are intricately linked to,

and can never be achieved WITHOUT a clear conscience. Ever

so often we are reminded of the golden rule- “Let your con-

science be your guide.”

This is the equivalent of the biblical version, “love thy

neighbour as thy self.” The President’s action, so far, connotes

that these teachings are alien concepts to him. Our history has

taught us that these concepts are NEVER synonymous with

Dictators! Dictators never worry about what people will think

of them when they are gone-their obsession with power drives

them on a quest, as if it’s the “holy grail,” from which immortal-

ity could be achieved.

Granger’s slide into degeneracy from since swearing to

uphold and protect the constitution has been rapid. After ap-

pearing in two press conferences he opted for his own talk show

called “the public interest”. As early as May 2015, Granger

began to show blatant disregard for that which he had sworn to

uphold and protect (the constitution). It would seem that his

understanding of “uphold and protect” is limited to the paper on

which the constitution is written and not what is written in the

constitution.

In May 2015, he gave notice for “all interviews and meet-

ings of the Public Service Commission to cease”-thereby su-

perimposing himself on what is supposed to be an independent

constitutional commission. The president did this again this year

when he issued a directive to stop the Police Service Commis-

sion from executing its promotion of ranks.

Having tested the seismic resistance on the population twice,

the President was ready to unleash the “Big One”-the unilateral

appointment of Justice Patterson as GECOM chairman on what

is perceived to be the darkest night of the year (deepavali). His

action should be considered as a direct assault on Democracy-

the sacred system that the people of this country depends on to

freely and fairly elect their leaders.

Democracy had eluded us for more than half of Guyana’s

life as an independent nation.

Integrity, honesty and impartiality
not possible without conscience

Any historian of Guyanese origin, the likes of David Granger

would know that. Where is the President’s conscience? It has

gone in search of political expediency and with it goes his In-

tegrity-his honesty. As for impartiality-he lost that permanently

when he had ask two judges to retire because they were 80

years then unilaterally appoints one who is 84 years to be

GECOM chair.

This is hypocrisy in action! Granger would do well to re-

scind this appointment in the eyes of the masses and the inter-

national community, with vested interest in Guyana, before the

CJ gets a chance to adjudicate on it. But that will not happen.

Recently, in his Georgian sojourn, Granger acknowledged

that he has been a member of the PNC for 52 years; and that

he is no stranger to struggle. This was shocking news back

home for Guyanese who thought that they had voted for some-

one who did not have distant connections with the PNC. As

for him being “no stranger to struggle”-that seems to perplex

the historically inclined such as FK and the average Guyanese.

Be advised that Psychiatrists are of the opinion that one

can struggle with an idea, grievances or thoughts in their mind;

oblivious to the people around them. They (psychiatrists) also

believe that people who are not vocal and expressive in their

struggles have a lot of anger pent up within them and often lash

out vehemently when afforded an opportunity to do so.

Another angle for the President’s intrinsic assault on the

constitution could be psychosis. The selection of a GECOM

chair was settled before 1992 election by the Carter/Price for-

mula. It has seen the appointment of 4 chairmen up to 2016.

By now that method should have entered the realm of or-

thodoxy in the conscience of every Guyanese. Sadly! That

seems to have eluded President Granger.

 By: Rudolph Singh

__________________

(Continued from page......10) Therefore, these very young cops

are a reflection of a society which because of abysmal stan-

dards of governance, have experienced a deleterious lowering

of socio-moral standards that have permeated every stratum of

our society, over the past two decades. Personal behaviours

are at an all-time low, almost irretrievably as seems to be the

case. Human dignity, once a coveted trait that had once been

the masthead of social upbringing, has long been forgotten. Eth-

ics, non-existent.

It is from this milieu that policemen/women are recruited.

We are not saying that the less-than-desirable conduct of those

fingered in grave infringements of the law, is a necessary mirror

on the attributes of other ranks. We are aware that there are

many model policemen/women, who despite their undesirable

colleagues, have remained aloof, and continue to be true to

their oath of duty. They must be commended.

Yet, there is no denying the fact that police ranks becom-

ing involved in infringements of the law which they have sworn

to uphold, have become too frequent, and continue to cast a

dark shadow over a law-enforcement agency that has been

doing very much to change its image.

It is a fact that because of the urgent demand for man-

power, that the Guyana Police Force has been unable to recruit

the kind of suitable candidate for becoming policemen/women.

We urge that a more than hurried look be done into its recruit-

ment policies.

Since academically qualified young men and women do

not gravitate towards policing as a career/profession, begin to

evolve a proper financial package that will   See page.........13

Purge rogue officers
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A case of the jumbie and the coffin
By: Adam Harris

GTCSJAD

Remember LFS Burnham,

Visionary Leadership

His Legacy Not Yet Contextualized

Root out corruption, jail offenders
before the oil starts pumping

How can the government spend
money so lavishly while public ser-
vants and teachers receive a mere

eight percent increase? (Freddie Kissoon)

The coalition government has been accused of many things,

some of which were orchestrated by the opposition. For one, it

has been accused of a slowdown in the economy. Just the other

day, businesses were complaining about a downturn. They all

claimed that consumer spending was down and that not much

was happening.

A few of them reported that their imports were down as

evident, they said, by the number of containers they imported.

This was followed by the debacle in foreign currency. Suddenly

the exchange rate shot up to unprecedented levels. Business-

men and the casual holiday maker soon found that they had to

dive deep into their pockets. Many claimed that they could not

get the required foreign currency from the commercial banks.

And this was true.

But while the local businessmen were complaining, the

Chinese businesses were booming to the extent that they opened

their doors on Sundays. The local businessmen then complained

that the Chinese were undermining them.

When I asked, I heard that the Chinese embassy was im-

porting goods on behalf of the Chinese community, thus pro-

viding goods that were cheaper as a result of the absence of

duties. I did investigate and even attracted the ire of the Chi-

nese embassy. The ambassador invited me to inspect the em-

bassy compound to verify the claim that the Chinese embassy

was the largest importer of containers.

I have noticed that the foreign currency situation has nor-

malized and this happened when Central Bank intervened. For

one, the Central Bank set about limiting the spread between

which the banks and the cambios could buy and sell currency.

The Central Bank also promised to investigate, but that

investigation never got going because suddenly, the volume of

foreign currency increased on the local market. However, the

exchange rate crept up slightly. Someone was still making money

in this area.

This past week I happened to be chatting with a business-

man and he revealed something that never crossed my mind.

Indeed the conversation crept to the economy and I, not being

an economist, could only listen.

I was made to understand that Bharrat Jagdeo enjoyed 48

per cent of the votes. By that, it meant that the People’s Pro-

gressive Party secured 48 per cent of the votes. However, the

48 per cent of the votes controlled close to ninety per cent of

the economy. The message didn’t take long to get through to

me. The PPP was using its power to control the economy to the

detriment of the government.

I had heard that the Opposition Leader was going around

telling his supporters who held political power in the regions not

to sign off on projects. That would slow down any develop-

ment in the region. Some Regional Executive Officers spoke of

this trend but there was precious little they could do.

They tried to get things going, but they had to contend with

the Central Tender Board. Contractors won bids and sat on

projects during the mobilization period. A few then started the

project and asked for extensions.

The highpoint of the conversation centered on taxes. I was

told that most businesses try their best to avoid paying their fair

share of taxes. They would hide money. But such things always

have a down side. I now hear that many of them want to bring

out the money but they are now scared of the anti-money laun-

dering laws. So they have money that is all but meaningless.

I can understand the quandary. They cannot deposit such

large amounts into the commercial banks without having to ex-

plain the origin of the money. India’s Prime Minister Modi caused

something like that to happen in his country. He removed the

large currencies from circulation and caught many businessmen

who were hoarding currency.

Guyana cannot attempt this because the economy is far

too small, but it would be interesting to see those businessmen

who have tons of money in some quarter. I would suspect that

this money is finding its way into the commercial banks in small

quantities, hence the seeming ease in the local economic situa-

tion.

But the Finance Minister is being pilloried for causing the

situation in the first place. Some are saying that he attempted to

clean up things much too quickly. My impression is that govern-

ments are expected to turn a blind eye to some corrupt prac-

tices. But with the anti-money laundering legislation one can see

what is happening.

Indeed the businessmen got the money legally, but because

of their actions, it’s their own jumbie coming to haunt them. This

happened to many large drug dealers in Mexico and Colombia.

I saw photographs of warehouses full of money which for prac-

tical purposes have no value. That is how some drug cartels win

the support of the peasantry; they simply share out some of that

money.

The businessmen may have to do the same thing to stimu-

late their very businesses.

The political opposition is aware of the situation. Many are

going round talking to these moneyed people asking them to

‘Hold strain’ but there is a limit to how much strain a man can

hold. Perhaps now is the time for the businessmen to pay their

staff so much better in an effort to reduce the stockpile of money.

Indeed, they would also have to confront the tax man, but

that would be the least of their problems. No longer can people

really enjoy the money they have in their mattresses, because it

has no real value.

Situations like this led to the removal of large stocks of

paper money for transactions in the developed world. The re-

sult is that people pay their taxes, even though they may not

want to. Guyana is heading in this direction. Increasingly people

are using debit and credit cards. Pretty soon we will see more

and more terminals in business places.

But for now, development is crawling, but lessons are be-

ing learned. Christmas is around the corner and I am waiting to

see the increased spending on the part of the importer.
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Government must deliver on electoral promises

By: Lincoln Lewis

THE coalition government came to office on the promise

to teachers, when in the opposition and on the campaign trail,

that there shall be the highest paid workers. The society was

advised that Collective Bargaining will be respected and there

will be no more impositions of wages/salaries by the coalition.

Over the last three years the coalition has had a chance to

prove itself and workers have waited patiently for fulfilment of

the promises. Without the least warning salary for the presi-

dent, government ministers, and all parliamentarians have seen

increases, in less than six months, by as much as 50 percent. 

Let me pause to remind society that though the opposition PPP

opportunistically condemned such an act, not one, including the

leader, refused to accept this increase.

Prime Minister Moses Nagamootoo, as someone who is

seen as fighting for years for the working class, in weighing in on

the issue of increased pay is asking workers to be patient and

has attributed the imposition of wages/salaries to that of an in-

terim increase, while hoping to appease aggrieved workers by

saying ministers will not get an increase for 2018.

The prime minister fails to recognise that a comparison of

the un-meritorious increase given to ministers, that did not see

the same consideration for workers, reveals that the sum of-

fered to workers vis-a-vis what they received, would take work-

ers years to catch up with them, even if ministers’ salaries see

no increase.

The particular issue of the teachers’ threat to go on strike

reflects an ambivalence by government to treat with issues and

have them resolved. The APNU+AFC government came to

office aware that the Guyana Teachers Union (GTU) had a pro-

posal on the desk of the Minister of Education. The issue of

negotiating a new agreement has been in the public domain, but

it was not until the teachers threatened strike action that the

coalition began to treat this matter with deserving respect.

President Granger has consented to meet with the GTU

on Monday, but this engagement could have serious conse-

quences for both workers and government. The President can-

not attend this meeting with the expectation that he will just deal

with the formalities and not resolve the burning issues. It would

be a grave disappointment and mistake for the President to only

attend to the mundane issues and formality just to have the mat-

ter return to the minister for discussion.

Workers can no longer be merely pacified, for the matter

has reached the stage where workers, having exercised tre-

mendous patience in the face of years of economic deprivation,

look to the President to alleviate their suffering by making deci-

sive decisions. Where the workers’ concerns are not addressed,

such can see continuous hardship, loss of confidence in the gov-

ernment, their hopes dashed to the ground that neither the pre-

vious nor current government was/is prepared to address their

needs adequately. As Head of State and Government, an en-

gagement with the union is seen as the last resort for finding

resolution to an impasse that has been running for the entire life

of this administration. This is much too long.

Failure to not resolve the impasse, given the industrial and

political climate, stands the risk of proliferating into something

else and this government would have created the environment

for destabilisation in the society.  Though the GTU has called

off the strike notice, this does not mean that the option no longer

exists. Government must take full responsibility for whatever

happens and workers must not be blamed for anything.

The government’s approach to addressing issues pertaining to

workers has to change. The reluctance to respect Collective

Guyanese workers deserve the ‘Good Life’ too...

Bargaining, labour laws, time-honoured principles and employ-

ers/management negotiating with the unions cannot be counte-

nanced. This also reinforces the notion that nothing is given to

the workers without a struggle and employers do not give work-

ers anything unless they are united in struggle.

This government, like the previous government, shows a

lack of willingness to learn the historical lessons, both local and

international, of workers/trade union struggles. Society should

recall in 1999 the Guyana Public Service Union, in the era of

Janet Jagan, whose posture in dealing with the trade union move-

ment lead to a 57-day strike, during which workers were shot

by state police, being the only instance where government’s guns

were turned against workers in the post-colonial era, with the

last instance being the shooting of sugar workers in 1948 by the

colonial police.

Some may have a false sense of security that the workers

and their unions are sympathetic to the government, failing to

realise these workers have been suffering for decades and they

have been looking for relief, patiently so for the last three years.

For 12 years public servants have had to suffer the impo-

sition of wage/salary increases and after looking forward with

hope that the government they helped to elect is treating with

issues of labour with the similar disrespect as the previous ad-

ministration, no right- thinking person can be annoyed with work-

ers in exercising their right to pursue legitimate industrial action,

as enshrined in the Guyana constitution.

This administration owes the workers substantial relief, not

interim relief or promises or not increasing ministers and parlia-

mentarians’ salaries. Real wages have been on the decline as

the cost of living is on the increase, made worse by VAT and

other taxation. It is hard for rank-and-file workers to survive in

this country without the benevolence of loved ones, home and

abroad. It is time they too live the “Good Life” and workers

must remain fearless in the pursuit of this.

__________________________

(Continued from page......11) attract this particular category, in-

sisting on a moral-minded person who believes in personal de-

cency; that it is wrong to commit crime, and those who do,

should be caught and made to pay the penalty. Recruit from the

social sciences, the process should be very stringent, and com-

mence in an urgent way, the introduction of the modern police-

man/woman. It is time that personal pride become part and

parcel of the young police officer’s outlook.

There are too many young recruits that continue to be-

come police officers with the aim of making money out of the

misdeeds of persons. Under the cover of the police uniform,

these misfits continue to commit serious crimes.

How long these misfits should be allowed within the Guyana

Police Force? They are known, and immediate steps ought to

be taken with regard their removal, since they are a serious

hindrance to the efforts being made to improve the force’s pro-

fessionalism.

The President has aptly stated that education and training,

high ethical standards and a strong sense of social responsibility

are the most important principles required of the members of

the Guyana Police Force (GPF) in the execution of their man-

date to provide service and protection in an ever-changing and

diverse security landscape.

(Reprint of an editorial- Guyana Chronicle, d/d Nov. 12, 2017)

Purge rogue officers



CSJAD condemns Violent Attacks against innocent civilians

Silent we shall not be for our
democratic values and rights

14

So the President used an unusual word, “vulgarian”, dating

back to the 1640-50s, to describe the PPPC’s protest in the

Parliament Chambers during his speech. Most people got the

gist of what the word meant, but actually the choice of the word

by the President is rather illustrative of a particular mind set.

The word means “a vulgar person, especially one whose

vulgarity is the more conspicuous because of wealth, promi-

nence, or pretensions to good breeding” according to the Ran-

dom House and Collins dictionaries. It is a little used word,

popular in the 1800s, and mostly used as a “put down” espe-

cially from an aristocratic or upper middle class point of view to

denote people not of their class or beneath their class.

So the President found the PPPC behaviour vulgarian?

Funny he didn’t find that the case when he was Leader of the

Opposition and his members, surely under his direction, banged

the tables for long periods on many, many occasions in the 10th

Parliament, thereby preventing several members of the govern-

ment side from speaking, including Minister Clement Rohee for

nine months, or, singing hymns loudly, or, even putting up plac-

ards.

It happened so many times that the then Speaker, Mr.

Raphael Trotman, now Minister of Natural Resources, had to

suspend the sittings on several occasions, and, on others, ad-

journ the sitting abruptly as the Opposition benches refused to

listen to his admonitions and appeals to stop the noise and al-

low the sitting to proceed. At no time was any action taken by

the Speaker to discipline these members.

This is the same APNU and AFC in opposition, who re-

duced three annual budgets by GY$90B, thereby denying

Guyanese of important services and programmes they deserved.

It is the same APNU and AFC opposition, which reneged on

agreements made in the Inter-Parliamentary Parties Dialogue

with President Ramotar on the Linden electricity subsidy, on

the composition of the Commission of Inquiry on the Linden

Disturbances, and, on the Amalia Falls Hydro Project.

It is the same APNU and AFC opposition, which fanned the

disturbances in Linden for 36 days that destroyed parts of the

town, and, divided the country physically in two.

It is the same APNU and AFC, which organized and gave sup-

port to the October 11th, 2012 protesters on the East Bank

Highway in the vicinity of Agricola village, some imported from

outside the community, who blocked the main thoroughfare into

and out of the capital city, Georgetown, with connections to

two other regions at rush hour for seven hours. Vehicles and

debris were used to block the highway on all four lanes and

fires were set.

Thousands of commuters including school children were

trapped in a small area with no way to turn. Citizens were at-

tacked and robbed and hundreds of vehicles were unable to

move for over seven long hours. Thousands of citizens, includ-

ing school children, who lived across the Demerara River walked

back to Georgetown to try to reach the boats at the Ferry stelling

and were also robbed.

The Police were physically assaulted and abused by the

protesters. Again on October 15th and 16th, at rush hour, the

protesters attempted to block the highway again and succeeded

in blocking two of the four lanes. This resulted in the backing up

of traffic, where some vehicles were attacked and damaged by

protesters. The Police again were abused, but the situation was

finally brought under control.

In retrospect, the loss of life and property during the Lin-

den disturbances and the Agricola protests are indicators of the

level of extremism and irresponsible and reckless leadership

that the APNU+AFC government is capable of.

Ironic isn’t it that the worst behaviour of the parliamentary

opposition in the Chambers was during the 10th Parliament when

Mr. Granger was Leader of the Opposition?

This pattern of behaviour continued during the election cam-

paign, and, after the May 11, 2015 general and regional elec-

tions, while the country was waiting for the final results, the Party

and Coalition he heads threatened the GECOM, the Interna-

tional observers and the diplomatic corps, that they would burn

the city down and wreak violence if the results weren’t an-

nounced urgently. This scare tactic was designed to prevent a

recount of 20 ballot boxes which the Chairman initially agreed

to on the morning of May 14, 2017 and then recanted a few

hours later.

And now as Government, the President and his spokes-

person, having unilaterally, unconstitutionally and

undemocratically appointed the Chairman of GECOM, and

destroyed trust in the integrity of the electoral machinery, finds

the PPPC protest in the Chambers anti-national? And the Prime

Minister calls this action “domestic terrorism”? Their sensibili-

ties have been offended by a peaceful protest? How hypocriti-

cal!

But the President’s belittling of the Parliamentary Opposi-

tion is a mere veneer to distract from the magnitude of his deeds.

The President has cast his stone; he will go down in the annals

of Guyana’s history as the first President to violate the constitu-

tional provisions regarding the appointment of the Chairman of

GECOM. He has triggered a trajectory of his own making; his

will be an ignoble notoriety.

He has refused to accept that his actions have immensely

damaged the political fabric of our nation. He has further exac-

erbated the situation with his speech in Atlanta, Georgia, which

further confirms that his objective is to take this country down a

dangerous path of PNC party paramountcy.

The statement that the “PNC is the face of the future. We

are what Guyana looks like, not the people that you saw on

Thursday (in the National Assembly)” will require by itself many

other letters, but immediately it can be interpreted as a clarion

call that is arrogant, elitist, and ethnically biased, and hence fun-

damentally undemocratic.

Not surprising, the statement reflects the profound preju-

dice of an urban older male upper middle class in power who

have no tolerance for anything different as is reflected repeat-

edly in their statements, deeds, policies and programmes. Fun-

damentally, they are anti-working class, anti-farmer, anti-women,

anti-youth, anti-criticism, and undemocratic. While in opposi-

tion they were good at dishing out their criticism, mainly based

on fiction, but now in government, they are extraordinarily thin-

skinned, even though so many of them are former military men.

They have thrown out transparency and accountability, and

believe that they are not open to scrutiny. The posture is one of

the “Emperor”, and no one interrupts, troubles, or, worse yet

heckles the King—fortunately Emperors and Kings are of the

past, thanks to the people’s struggles for democracy. He, like

those before him, will find out in 2020 how Guyanese voters

treasure their young democracy.

It appears that these upper middle class sensibilities have

been offended by the protest in the Chambers. Maybe those

who have been so offended should take a look at the Mother of

all Parliaments which often descends     See page..............15
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.
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CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

CSJADThe absence of racial harmony precludes Guyana from

being an equal, just and prosperous society- (Tony Jones)

(Continued from page.........14)  into loud cacophony or, worse

yet, in other parliaments where there are fisticuffs and furniture

throwing as recently seen in the Ugandan Parliament.

Is the government saying to the people that it can do as it

wishes with a mere less than 1% of the vote and everyone must

sit there and be polite like school children so that we can show

that we were well brought up like refined old QC boys?

I have read some letters encouraging the Speaker to disci-

pline all 32 PPPC members. What I do know is despite the

consistent unruly and disruptive behaviour, especially in the 7th

and 10th Parliaments by the then opposition, no PNC MP was

ever disciplined. In fact, only 2 MPs, Dr. Cheddi Jagan and

Isahak Bashir, have ever been disciplined over 50 years in the

National Assembly, and, this was done by Speaker Sase Narain.

Let’s see if the PPPC Members will once again be targets

of an undemocratic National Assembly? But we can guarantee

that silent we shall not be in the face of constant and consistent

efforts to undermine our democratic values and rights.

Silent we shall not be for our
democratic values and rights

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18th

The Caribbean Voice: Invites you to its 3rd Annual El Dorado

Awards & Dinner (In Guyana). At: Park Vue International Hotel

Bouquet Hall. From: 6 pm. For info. Call Nazim: 644-1152 or in

U.S.A. Contact: Annan: 646-461-0574 or Tanuja: 732-534-2846.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2nd.

Guyana Ex-Soldiers Assoc. (Canada): Annual Christmas Dinner

& Dance. At: Elite Banquet Hall- 1850 Albion Rd. Rexdale. Music:

Dj’s Paul & Chico. Cost: $60. Info. Call: David: 905-567-4464.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8th

Guyana Nurses Association of America: Annual Ball & Scholar-

ship Awards Presentation. At: Leonard’s of Great Neck- 555

Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY. Music: Super Terry One Man

Band & Dj Flexx.  Cost: $130 pp. Call: Ingrid at 917-607-7581.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9th

Guyanese Mingles Group: 5th Annual Christmas Dance. From:

9 pm - 3 am. At: Naresa Palace- 116-14 Rockaway Blvd. Queens,

NY. Wear red/wht. Cost $60. Open Bar. Chris:  717-712-9356.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10th

St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital Projects: 6th ‘Ole Time’ Christmas

Brunch. At: Pickering Recreation Complex- 1867 Valley Farm

Rd., Ont. Cost: $35-adults, $15 kids -12. From:11:30 a.m - 5:00

p.m. Call: Joe/Anne at 416-286-1956 or Noel: 416-281-2837.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15th

The New York Tutorial Support Group Inc.- Christmas Dance.

At: St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church Hall- 331 Hawthorne St. Bklyn,

NY. From: 9:00 p.m. Music: Dj Flexx. Call: John- 347-564-0678.


