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Richard David fell 
short, but not by many. 
In the three-way race 
there is no question that 
he emerged as the most 
popular candidate. There 
is no doubt also that 
Richard won the hearts 
and minds of the com-
munity.

Statistics matter. 
In each race we were 
brought a step closer 
to the door of victory 
‘on this side of the Van 
Wyck’ and given time it 
will happen. But Rich-
ard David brought us to 
the brink. He made us 
believe in ourselves that 
victory is not some pipe 
dream; it is actually at-
tainable.

The election in Dis-
trict 28 was always go-
ing to be challenging. 
There are those that be-
lieve that the District 
‘jinxes’ candidates; it is 
so divided that the win-
ner usually neglects the 
western side. This has 
certainly been the case 
in recent elections. 
In 2005 nearly ev-
eryone that I spoke 
with said that I 
should run. I took 
their advice and 
put my name up as 
a candidate. It was 
my fi rst political 
campaign and it 
was rancorous.

I will leave the 
unpleasant details 
for another time. 
Tom White won 
the elections. He 
called me on the 
night of the re-
sults. We spoke 
and I said that we 
needed to work 
together and to 
get resources to 
all corners of the 
community. Mr. 
White agreed and 
said, “Dhanpaul, 
we will meet soon 
and break bread 
together.” It never hap-
pened.

There were calls for 
Mr. White to open a sec-
ond offi  ce in Richmond 
Hill. A meeting was held 
at a Sikh community 
hall. A realtor proposed a 
building that could have 
been used but this too 
fi zzled out into nothing. 

for Community Board 
12. Richard was also in 
his local Community 
Board and at one time he 
headed a not-for-profi t, 
the Indo-Caribbean Al-
liance.

Ms. Adams was the 
‘machine’ candidate. 
This meant that she was 
endorsed by the Demo-

cratic Party. The 
local politicians 
followed suit, as 
well as the Gov-
ernor, and the 
Teachers’ Union. 
The argument is 
that once the ‘ma-
chine’ is behind a 
candidate the path 
to victory is much 
easier. This means 
independent can-
didates will have a 
hard time unseat-
ing the endorsed 
incumbents.

 According to 
one observer, “It is 
diffi  cult to see how 
anyone from the 
outside can beat 
the machine can-
didates. They have 
all the support and 
this includes the 
resources of the 
of the establish-

ment.” While this makes 
a great deal of sense 
there was the belief that 
the 2017 election in Dis-
trict 28 was so open that 
it could have gone to an 
independent candidate.

Richard David and 
his team ran a splendid 
campaign, given the lim-
itations and challenges, 

to pull out the votes. He 
was able to secure the 
endorsements of The 
New York Daily News 
and Councilman Eric 
Ulrich, a Republican. It 
is not often that an inde-
pendent candidate was 
able to get such endorse-
ments.

In the week prior to 

the elections Richard in-
dicated that his team had 
knocked on most doors, 
west of the Van Wyck. 
The team was upbeat, 
and so was Richard. 
They were doing well 
with the groundwork. 
The numbers will need 
analysis but the rough 
estimates suggest that 
Richard picked up about 
2,000 votes in his home 
base and another 700 
from the South Jamaica 
area.

This means that 6,000 
registered voters did 
not bother to turn up to 
vote. Richard needed 
400 more votes to win. 
Powell also ran a good 
campaign coming in 
third with 28 per cent of 
the votes and 300 short 
of Richard for second 
place. According to un-
offi  cial numbers, Powell 
received about 500 votes 
from west of the Van 
Wyck.

What about the Sikh 
vote? It is no secret that 
the Sikh community is a 
growing political move-
ment in the Richmond 
Hill area. The three 
Gurdwaras attract a big 
following and there is 

ongoing voter registra-
tion among Sikhs. In 
another fi ve years the 
Sikh community will 
produce more than 1,000 
registered voters in Dis-
trict 28; a candidate will 
ignore this at his or her 
own peril.

When the results were 
declared two speeches 
were made in the Rich-
ard’s camp. The fi rst was 
from Councilman Eric 
Ulrich who crossed party 
lines to endorse Richard. 
Councilman Ulrich said 
he took a lot of fl ack for 
supporting Richard Da-
vid but he did so because 
he believed that Richard 
was the best candidate.

In his concession 
speech Richard thanked 
the community for its 
support and apologized 
for not bringing home 
a victory. He wanted an 
equitable distribution 
of resources in the Dis-
trict and for west of the 
Van Wyck to be taken 
seriously. The Council-
woman-elect Adrienne 
Adams has promised to 
open two offi  ces to cater 
for the needs of the com-
munity.

It was refreshing to 
see Richard David and 
Hettie Powell share a 
platform at the DACA 
Rally in Richmond Hill 
last week. They both 
pledged to work together 
to help build the commu-
nity. There was no bit-
terness or acrimony. This 
is a healthy sign in the 
political development in 
the District.

Richard David was 
the runner-up, but for 
one glorious moment he 
stretched the imagina-
tion, and anything was 
possible. Maybe he will 
run again. Maybe this 
race has fi red a young 
man or woman to take 
wings and make it hap-
pen.

Mr. White was best re-
membered in Richmond 
Hill, as a yearly guest 
of the Phagwah Parade, 
where he would speak 

and wave to the crowds. 
During his years in of-
fi ce, hardly a penny was 
brought into Richmond 
Hill.

Ruben Wills ran 
against White in 2009 
and lost; he won a year 
later following the death 
of White. Wills received 
35 per cent of the votes 

in a contest that involved 
seven candidates. He 
won re-election in 2013 
but was found guilty of 
corruption in July 2017. 
That opened up an elec-
tion for the vacant seat 
in District 28. The three 
candidates were Adri-
enne Adams, Hettie 
Powell and Richard Da-

vid.
They brought to the 

table experience in com-
munity aff airs. Powell, 
an attorney, ran a close 
second to Wills in the 
previous election. She 
has worked closely with 
various communities in 
the District while Ad-
ams was Chairperson 

He did it his way. He believed that 
in the end the support of the com-

munity would push him over the limit 
and onto victory. 

Richard David is a Winner!

Richard David speaks at the DACA Rally in Richmond Hill last weekend.

Richard with his supporters Aminta Kilawan Narine and his 
niece Olivia


