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Irma destroys Islands

I cannot understand Guyana: Can anyone?
____________________________________________

By: Freddie Kissoon

The eye of Hurricane Irma

The most powerful Atlantic Ocean hur-

ricane in recorded history slammed into

the easternmost islands of the Caribbean

last week, killing at least three people and

churning along a path pointing to Puerto

Rico, the Dominican Republic and Haiti

before possibly heading for Florida.

The eye of Hurricane Irma passed di-

rectly over the island of Barbuda, the Na-

tional Weather Service said, causing wide-

spread flooding. At least one person was

killed on Barbuda, the National Emer-

gency Operations Center said, and at least

two others were killed on the French is-

lands of St. Martin and St. Barts, France’s

ministry for overseas affairs said.

Gaston Browne, the prime minister of

Antigua and Barbuda, called the damage

across Barbuda “heart-wrenching, abso-

lutely devastating.”

Browne, who visited the island and

then reviewed the scene by air, estimated

in an interview on national television that

“95 percent of the properties would have

suffered some level of damage.”

Many homes on Barbuda aren’t built

on concrete foundations or have poorly

constructed wooden roofs that are sus-

ceptible to wind damage, and “some have

lost whole roofs,” Browne said, adding:

“Some properties have been totally de-

molished.”

By 8 p.m. ET, the center of the storm

was hovering about 50 miles north of San

Juan, the National Hurricane Center said.

Its sustained winds of 185 mph inched

toward the highest on record: the 190-

mph pummeling that Hurricane Allen gave

the Caribbean, northern Mexico and

southern Texas in 1980.

“It is the strongest that we have ever seen

in the Atlantic Ocean,” said Kait Parker,

a meteorologist for The  See page............2

A number of foreign dignitaries are set to visit the Caribbean islands devastated

by Hurricane Irma.

Dutch King Willem-Alexander was the first notable to visit the Dutch side of

Saint Martin and was scheduled to

fly to two smaller Dutch islands.

“Everywhere you can see de-

struction and horror,” the king told

Dutch television in the capital,

Philipsburg. “I have never seen any

thing like this, and I have seen quite

a lot of nature’s force and the vio-

lence of war.”

The Dutch army and the Red

Cross are providing emergency

assistance. Naval ships and military aircraft have been supplying the 40,000 or so

inhabitants of the territory with water, food and tents.

French President Emmanuel Macron is also due to arrive on Saint Martin on

Tuesday, and the presidential plane will carry essential goods and materials.

French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe said Monday that local authorities would

draw up evacuation lists for residents who want to leave Saint Martin.  See page......7

Officials visit Caribbean islands
By: Staff of Associated Press

I read in the newspapers that the

British Government will fund a project

called waterfront recreation. It involves

modernizing three waterfront sites to cre-

ate aesthetic zones for citizens to enjoy.

The areas are Vreed-en-Hoop

Stelling, Stabroek River Front and the

Georgetown Seawall from Kingston to

Ogle. The Minister of Works (oops,

Public Infrastructure; who changed the

name?) said the plan was already in

progress, funded by the State, when the

British made the offer.

Here are extracts from a previous

article, captioned, “A cruel neo-liberal

government rules Guyana.” Basic infra-

structure and essential services in this

country have been primitive for a very

long time; yet we will spend hundreds of

millions of dollars on beautifying water-

front sites.

So my wife and I will go on the

Vreed-en-Hoop Stelling, buy two fish

burgers, look at the Demerara River in

a romantic, nocturnal embrace then drive

home where on the streets where I live

in the dark, and we will die because there

we will not see the roaming horses. I live

at the junction of the Railway Embankment

and UG Road where there are no street

lamps that have been working for decades

now.”

I went on to state and I suggest you

pay careful attention to this quote; “The

Alberttown Fire Station building is a dis-

grace. Kaieteur News carried a front page

story where a house right next to the sta-

tion was burnt to the ground. Please note;

right next to the station. The Georgetown

Hospital doesn’t have a tonopen to test

eye pressure. It never had one; neither did

the Ophthalmology Centre in Berbice.

Guyana unlike Barbados does not

have facilities for DNA testing. Only pri-

vate hospitals in Guyana do dialysis treat-

ment; no public hospitals have the facili-

ties.”

Here is another interesting section

from that column; “The police force at the

moment does not have even a third of the

quota of speed guns that it needs. Ninety

percent of the streets in the capital city do

not have public lamps and that includes the

continuation of Irving     See page............9

British and French governments send rescue and relief
efforts to the islands devastated by Hurricane Irma.
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According to a Duke University professor, Donald Trump

is a “textbook racist” whose “words and behaviours demon-

strate considerable prejudicial bias.”

The President’s “insensitive, disrespectful and mean-spir-

ited statements and actions” are consistent with a number of

categories of racism including “insidious” and “symbolic” rac-

ism, according to Jay Pearson, an assistant professor at Duke’s

Sanford School of Public Policy.

Mr. Trump has in the past

called racism an “evil” and white

supremacists “repugnant”.

Prof Pearson wrote in the LA

Times: “Throughout last year’s cam-

paign and his first eight months in

office, the president has expressed

his bias through government orders

and the presidential bully pulpit (sys-

temic racism).

“Trump argued that as a ‘Mexican,’ US District Court Judge

Gonzalo Curiel, who was born and raised in the United States,

could not fairly arbitrate lawsuits related to Trump University

(structural racism).

“For years, Trump protested, falsely, that Barack Obama

was not born in the US and was consequently elected illegiti-

mately (symbolic racism).”

These actions meet scholarly definitions of   See page.........10

Irma destroys Caribbean  Islands

 ____________________

(Continued from cover page)      Weather Channel.

“Unfortunately, we are seeing a tremendous amount of rain-

fall over Puerto Rico, which means that flash flooding is one of

our biggest concerns,” Parker said.

Forecasters said northeastern Puerto Rico could expect a

foot of rain, with as much as 20 inches falling in some parts.

Officials warned people to seek protection from the “onslaught”

in a statement that closed with: “May God protect us all.”

President Donald Trump, who declared an emergency in

Puerto Rico, spoke with Gov. Ricardo Rosselló on Wednes-

day “to express his support,” the White House said.

The National Weather Service predicted life-threatening

hazards and severe damage beginning Wednesday in the U.S.

Virgin Islands before the storm passed “near or just north of

Puerto Rico this afternoon or tonight.”

Then would come the Dominican Republic, Haiti and, most

likely, Florida, where “folks need to be preparing immediately,”

said Heather Tesch, a meteorologist for The Weather Channel.

Quentin Liou, a manager at car rental company Hertz on

the island of St. Barts, told the media that he was watching

walls “tremble” as Irma approached.

“The sound is terrifying,” he added. “I think when the sun-

light will be here we will see a disaster.”

An outgoing passenger at the Cheddi Jagan International

Airport, Timehri was last night caught attempting to smuggle

just over 60 ounces of raw gold which was concealed in her

suitcase, acting Police Commission David Ramnarine has con-

firmed.

Ramnarine told Stabroek News in a brief telephone inter-

view this morning that the woman is currently being interviewed

by officials of the Special Organised Crime Unit (SOCU). He

could not say where the woman was heading but this newspa-

per was reliably informed that her final destination was the United

States of America.

This newspaper was told that SOCU officials are con-

ducting a money laundering investigation.

Since its formation, the unit has intercepted several outgo-

ing passengers attempting to leave the country with large quan-

tities of jewelry; this newspaper could find no recent case where

an outgoing passenger was arrested in relation to the smuggling

of raw gold.

During an interview in 2015, head of SOCU Sydney James

had said that there is evidence of a large-scale network involv-

ing several locally-registered mining companies in the smuggling

of gold out through the country’s major ports.

“Based on information gathered we suspect a number of

major networks/individuals are engaged in this practice … there

are hundreds of people… some are well-established businesses

licensed to export gold,” he had told the Stabroek News.

James made those remarks in wake of revelations that there

is a gold smuggling ring operating between here and the United

States of America, which has led to the revocation of the US

visas for several of those implicated along with their relatives.

At that time the information circulating was that the smug-

glers had been able to successfully operate with the help of

Customs officials, particularly those working at CJIA, a claim

that the Guyana Revenue Authority has denied.

Noting that the gold smuggling has been occurring over the

years, he told Stabroek News that SOCU has picked up a

“trend” through most of the country’s ports, including CJIA,

Passenger held with 60 ozs of gold
By: Staff Editor- SN

Ogle, Charity, Lethem as well as Moleson Creek, including the

back track route. Asked about the Eteringbang area or any

part of the Guyana/Venezuela border, he said that they haven’t

been able to gather enough information in this regard.

According to James, SOCU has been able to establish

that the illicit outflows are occurring based on collaboration with

regional and hemispheric countries.

“It is based on that that we are able to template and net-

work a number of companies, groups and individuals. This

doesn’t only relate to gold. It also relates to the smuggling of

money,” he had stated before reiterating that based on all the

available information there is extensive networking pertaining to

large quantities of gold over several years.

SOCU is presently investigating a number of matters re-

lated to gold smuggling. Stabroek News was told yesterday

that the information pertaining to these matters are being “final-

ized”.

Natural Resources Minister Raphael Trotman has repeat-

edly expressed concern about the prevalence of gold smug-

gling.

In January last year Trotman had dropped a proverbial

bombshell, declaring that around 15,000 ounces of gold were

being smuggled out of Guyana each week and that the country

was losing as much as 60% of its gold production to smuggling.

Trotman had said that the smuggled gold was being sent to

Brazil, Suriname, and was being landed at the Miami Interna-

tional Airport and JFK Airport in the US and sent further afield,

even as far as Europe and the Middle East. He had disclosed

that matters pertaining to the smuggling of gold had been handed

over to the Minister of Public Security and that assistance was

being sought from foreign counterparts.

In September 2015 Trotman had revealed that a task force

was established to examine the issue as well as boost inter-

agency cooperation. It is unclear if the task force has been meet-

ing regularly and whether a plan has been established to help in

the reduction of gold smuggling.

_______________________

Donald Trump is a ‘textbook racist’

President Donald Trump
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Why Defer Today’s Possibility for the Uncertainty of  Tomorrow

JUST MY OPINION - Guest Columnist

‘The New Road’ serves as an instrument
to inform the Guyanese Diaspora. It is a
monthly publication of the Centre For Social
Justice And Development Inc.

All articles herein are determined for rel-
evancy. The views expressed are those of the
authors. Our editorial board reserves the right
to reject or edit all pieces or give credits  where
necessary.

Five decades later, the

real cause of the explosion

on board the Son Chapman

and those responsible for

its detonation are yet to be

determined. This inaction-

the absence of a final reso-

lution has prompted calls

for an inquiry into the trag-

edy. The first terrorist act in

Guyana, which resulted

with 43 people being killed.
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The WPA has served its purpose

Remember Change

Begins From Within

Each Of Us

Join Other

Concerned

Nationals And

Fashion The

New Guyana!

maY 12th 2015
Marks the
DAWN of a
New era

A PHASEPHASEPHASEPHASEPHASE  of
EnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenment

whereby things humanly
possible are

accomplished by all

By: Peeping Tom

       T   he WPA is politically blind. It is not

seeing clearly the political smoke-signals

which are emerging from within the gov-

ernment and which are indicating the

marginalization of the non-PNCR parties

in the coalition government.

The Ministry of Education, which

then has responsibility for youth and cul-

ture, was handed to the Dr. Rupert

Roopnaraine of the Working People’s

Alliance. That Ministry was about to

implement a major internationally funded

programme when the decision was taken

to remove the minister and elevate the jun-

ior Minister to assume responsibility for

the Ministry at the same time that the Min-

istry of the Presidency took control of the

reform process.

At the same time, a second PNCR

Minister assumed responsibility for youth

and culture which now falls the Ministry

of the Presidency.

The Ministry of the Presidency has

already carved out the immigration duties

from the public security portfolio and

handed it to a PNCR person. Raphael

Trotman was relieved of the environmen-

tal portfolio which now falls under the

Ministry of the Presidency. And now that

the British have produced their Magnus

Opus on the security sector, it seems only

obvious that this too will be taken away

from the Minister of Public Security.

The writing is on the wall for the

WPA. Burnham had no use for the United

Force in the middle of his first term. By

1966, differences had begun to emerge.

By 1968, Burnham decided that he was

no longer going to have anything to do

with coalitions. The present group of

Burnhamites is more refined. They also

need the other coalition parties to win

political power. But the PNCR has never

been comfortable with anything other than

total control. It cannot operate any other

way. It has slowly been cutting the ground

from under the feet of its coalition parties.

The WPA is being used as window

dressing by the PNCR. The PNCR has

no uses for the WPA leaders, except Dr.

Rupert Roopnaraine. Having a high pro-

file East Indian and one from the party

which accused the PNC of killing its co-

leader Walter Rodney, was a means of

showing the world that the PNCR is not

like the old PNC. Roopnaraine brought a

certain credibility to the APNU. The

PNCR is interested in having Roopnaraine

and not any other WPA leader. This is

why when Dr. Roopnaraine submitted his

resignation recently after meeting with the

WPA, he was asked to withdraw it, which

he did, after meeting with the President.

Is the WPA blind?

The PPP had, just before it demitted

office, appointed a National Economic

Council to be headed by former Presi-

dent Bharrat Jagdeo. The coalition gov-

ernment when it took office announced

the establishment of a similar body which

would have included Drs. Clive Thomas

and Maurice Odle.

Nothing has been heard of this body.

It was just a form of window dressing

even though some economic commenta-

tors are firm in their conviction that if there

is any Minister who needs help at this time

it is the Minister of Finance.

The WPA gambled its credibility by

joining with the parties which constitute

the APNU. The WPA must have felt be-

trayed that the Commission of Inquiry into

the death of its co-leader, Walter Rodney,

was short-circuited by the very govern-

ment of which it is part. The PNCR had

voted in support of a motion in the Na-

tional Assembly calling for an investiga-

tion into the death of Rodney.

The WPA must have been shocked

that the PNCR turned around and, with-

out involving the WPA in its decision,

aborted the COI. The WPA has never

explained whether its representative in

government protested that decision within

Cabinet. It has never said whether that

decision was discussed by Cabinet.

The WPA must ask itself, if after a

few months ago, it protested about lack

of consultations within APNU, whether

anything has changed. Nothing has

changed and nothing will change. The

WPA does not have the political numbers

of be treated with any seriousness. And

judging from the way the AFC is being

treated also, it soon may also join the

WPA as doormats of the PNCR.
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Let us give him our full support

_______________________
Carlyle Harry

All truths are easy to understand once they are discov-

ered. The point is to discover them. Of recent de Waterfalls

paper discover a lot of truths.

Lolo Feel get ketch wide ee pants down over giving ads to

de Waterfalls paper. When dem boys expose him he guh pun

TV and try to defend. Wha he didn’t know was that every time

he open he mouth dem people was waiting to tek out he foot

from ee mouth.

He seh he share de ads between all de newspapers. But

he wasn’t truthful about how he share and de amount he share.

He try to deceive de nation. He didn’t tell de nation that he give

de Waterfalls paper $400,000 in ads and he give de Big Mar-

ket paper ten times that amount.

Dear readers, the Executive-Director of the Centre for

Social Justice and Development Inc.(CSJAD) - Mr. Tony Jones

has decided to take the plunge into (elected) Politics, and I am

humbly advocating SUPPORT for his Candidacy.

Tony Jones is seeking election to the Methuen City Coun-

cil in Massachusetts....Those elections are scheduled to take

place on Tuesday, November 7, 2017.

Tony is well prepared to take that step, because of the

enormous (voluntary) work that he has done among young

people and older citizens in Guyana, Canada, and America.

Vacant seats have become available within the City-

Council of Methuen, because the current Mayor-Stephen Zanni

and other Councilors cannot seek another term, because of

term-limits.

Those vacant seats on the City Council have rendered it

possible for newcomers to get involved in the political process

without the arduous task of running against incumbents and en-

trenched politicians.

The Executive Director of the Centre for Social Justice

and Development Inc. (CSJAD).  Guyanese born Tony Jones,

is well known within Massachusetts, and the North American

Guyanese Diaspora communities for his political and social ac-

tivism, and he is deserving of our support, especially via contri-

butions of money and materials, as well as volunteer labor.

The City of Methuen has a population of about fifty thou-

sand (50,000) residents. The city is administered by a Mayor

and City Council.  They are all elected by registered voters to

serve a two-year term with the option of a second mandate

after which he/she is ineligible due to term limit.

Methuen city government consists of a mayor, three Coun-

cilors-at-Large, two East District councilors, two Central Dis-

trict councilors, two West District councilors, and six School

Committee members.

Mr. Jones insisted “am working very hard to secure a seat

on the Council, not only to offer new ideas but to demonstrate

that with diversity and inclusiveness socio-cultural and economic

progress can be enhanced. While the challenge is arduous, vic-

tory is definitely not insurmountable. However, to secure elec-

tion success, it will require financial and in-kind donations from

all quarters,” 

In making financial donations to Tony’s campaign, please

make all checks or money orders payable to ‘Committee to

elect Jones.’ You will receive a prompt acknowledgement of

your generosity. We thank you in advance for your encourage-

ment and support. Kindly, forward all correspondences to P.O.

Box 1056, Methuen, MA, U.S.A.  01844. Email:

electjones@yahoo.com.  Also, visit his Facebook page and Like

us. URL:  http://https://www.facebook.com/electderrickjones

Dem boys seh that if he can lie about that, how de nation

can trust any elections results that he is part of?

Dem boys also want to know how he still deh pun de road after

de hundreds of millions of dollars in fake radio, inferior pliers,

toners, and batteries etc.

Is de same thing wid Jagdeo best friend, Babbie. Dem

boys want know how he and all still deh pun de road. He sell

from de moon to de earth. He even sell moonlight and de stars.

He sell de light to Guyana and de stars to Jagdeo who in turn

give dem to Soulja Bai.

Babbie was Guyana’s biggest drug dealer. Jagdeo give him

all dem drug contract. Two weeks before de 2015 elections he

get US$12 million fuh bring in more drugs. Dem boys ain’t cer-

tain if any deliver to date.

All dem know he done get pay just like how dem believe

Lolo Feel dem, get pay to.

Talk half and hope all of dem go to jail.
 ____________________

Does the APNU+AFC Government of President David

Granger have an economic plan on how to develop Guyana or

do they believe that their blaming the PPP/C, Bharrat Jagdeo,

et al. will propel Guyana’s development? It is nearly two and a

half years yet we haven’t seen much job creation or business

development other than coconut biscuit business. Will this be

enough to propel Guyana’s development? I seriously hope that

the APNU+AFC government have an economic plan on how

to develop Guyana or Guyanese are in for a rough ride.

It is obvious that the APNU+AFC government are awaiting the

oil money. Yet they have no plans on how to utilise this oil money

to propel Guyana’s development. In case the APNU+AFC

government have missed what is happening in Guyana let me

take this opportunity to remind them that Guyanese are suffer-

ing because of lack of job creation and because of numerous

redundancies from the sugar industry.

Clearly, Guyana needs an economic stimulus to propel its

development which the oil money will provide. In the mean-

time, it is hard guava season for Guyanese meaning that Guyanese

should be preparing for a rough ride in the next couple of years

under the APNU+AFC Government.

Sean Ori  ____________________

Two very important statistics in assessing the overall health

of a society are the number of maternal deaths – that is, the

death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of the ter-

mination of pregnancy? And the rate of infant mortality, defined

as the number of infant deaths for every 1,000 live births. These

markers indicate that the maternal and child health situation in

Guyana has been sadly lacking for more than a decade.

According to the Centre for Disease Control and Preven-

tion (CDC), which has been partnering with Guyana on health-

related issues, particularly on HIV infected persons, the infant

mortality rate is a staggering 38 deaths for every 1,000 live

births. Although other international statistics have Guyana’s in-

fant mortality rate at 30/1,000 it still means that this country

holds the dubious distinction of being ranked in the top worst

100 countries with respect to infant deaths during childbirth.

Between 1990 and 2015, the United Nations Children’s

Fund (UNICEF) recorded Guyana’s Maternal Mortality Ratio

– the rate of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births – at 171 in

1990 and fluctuating upwards to 229 in 2015. Guyana’s Chief

Medical Officer, Dr Shamdeo Persaud has said that Guyana

records an average of 18,000 pregnancies annually of which

the average number of actual maternal deaths per year is 16.

GTCSJAD
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Lessons from Hurricane Irma
By: Sir Ronald Sanders

S      ince September 6 when Hurricane

Irma, the most monstrous storm that the

Atlantic has endured in history, thundered-

up to the tiny island of Barbuda and dev-

astated it, I have been telling audiences in

Washington DC, and, through the media,

to the wider world that Climate Change

and global warming are a reality and here

to stay.

The 1,700 persons who inhabited

Barbuda until September 9, including 500

children of school-age, would need no

convincing that the weather is far from

normal, and that, increasingly over the last

25 years, hurricanes have become larger,

stronger and more brutal in the damage

that they inflict. The Barbudans have been

amongst Hurricane Irma’s most affected

victims.

On September 12, in a formal state-

ment to representatives of the member-

nations of the Organisation of American

States (OAS), I said on behalf of Antigua

and Barbuda: “These storms know no

borders. They cross them at will and with

no fear of being turned away by any im-

migration officer. They know no ideology

or embargoes. So, Irma stalked through

parts of Cuba before it went on to parts

of the United States. They make no dis-

crimination between small or large, or poor

or rich. They see no white people, or

black people or any shade of colour in

between. Their destruction is ruthless,

heartless and pitiless”.

“That is why”, I said, “No nation can

stand apart from the reality of climate

change or the effects of global warming”.

I repeated that statement to Emergency

Aid Agencies, representatives of devel-

oped countries, a Public forum organised

by the Center for Strategic and Interna-

tional Studies, and in many media inter-

views.

With regard to Barbuda, its land mass

is 62 square miles. Hurricane Irma was

364 miles wide when it spread itself across

the Island, overwhelming it in size, strength

and ferocity. Irma’s force was Category

5 plus, with winds gusting up to 220 miles

per hour; much stronger than the force with

which it tossed property aside when it

stormed into Florida as Category 4, wan-

ing to Category 2. Neither Barbuda nor

its inhabitants stood a ghost of a chance

against so formidable and all-encompass-

ing a monstrous power.

When Hurricane Irma departed,

Barbuda was reduced to what Prime Min-

ister Gaston Browne called ‘a mangled

wreck’. It was uninhabitable, having no

electricity, no potable water, and build-

ings that were structurally weakened and

dangerous to enter. In those circum-

stances, it would have been irresponsible

for any government to leave anyone on

Barbuda. Thus, the government took the

decision to evacuate everyone to Antigua.

The decision was made more urgent be-

cause on the very day of the exodus, Hur-

ricane Jose was forecast to set upon

Antigua, following in Irma’s destructive

path.

On Monday, September 11, even as

Hurricane Irma was performing its ‘dance

macabre’ over the other countries in the

Caribbean, having delivered cruel blows

to the US and British Virgin Islands, and

all of the French/Dutch Island, St Martin/

St Maarten, Pope Francis restated his

conviction that Climate Change is real and

perilous. He rightfully expressed the view

that the impact of climate change will be

hardest on the world’s poorest, and he

was openly critical of those who do not

play their part in reducing its effects. “If

we don’t go back we will go down,” he

warned.

Three things contributed to the fact

that Antigua was scarcely damaged while

Barbuda was decimated. First, Antigua

and Barbuda are separated by 30 miles.

Thus, only Irma’s outer bands hit Antigua.

Second, Antigua is a hilly island; Barbuda

is flat. Antigua has some natural resilience;

Barbuda has none. Third, Antigua has ex-

perienced many hurricanes since the early

1990’s, the consequence of which has

been higher codes for buildings and more

awareness among the population of the

need to take precautions. The Antigua

and Barbuda government and, particularly

the Prime Minister, gave strong leader-

ship in gearing-up both islands for Irma.

There are lessons for the entire Car-

ibbean to learn from the Antigua and

Barbuda experience. The first is the im-

portance of preparation and readiness

such as I just described. The second is

the incalculable benefit of strong and vi-

sionary leadership.

The people of Antigua and Barbuda

have been high in their praise of Gaston

Browne who took command of prepara-

tion for the impending storm and for man-

aging the situation of Barbuda and its in-

habitants. His leadership, they say, was

“inspirational”. One of the things he did in

preparation for the storm was to stock a

warehouse in Miami with material that was

flown in immediately for emergency relief

in the wake of the storm. Hence, unlike

the British, US and French Islands,

Antigua was prepared to deal with the

evacuees from Barbuda who increased

Antigua’s population by 3 per cent over-

night with all the demand for government

services that such an increase entails. Be-

yond that, despite the treacherous condi-

tions which lingered over Barbuda on the

afternoon of the Hurricane’s passage,

Browne was the first person to arrive on

the island via a dangerous helicopter ride.

His presence on Barbuda and the fact that

he could personally give comfort and hope

to the traumatised, bewildered and des-

perate people was decisive and invalu-

able.

The third is readiness for dealing with

a post-hurricane humanitarian crisis. While

Antigua could not have expected an over-

night influx of the entire Barbuda popula-

tion, in less than two days the government

mobilised every resource to accommo-

date and care for them. Shelters were

organised, Antiguans were asked to vol-

unteer accepting children and elderly

people into their homes, and essential ma-

terial – food, water and basics for living

were provided by the government. The

Antiguans were remarkably open-hearted

and welcoming. Of course, others helped

– initially the Red Cross and then the emer-

gency services of a few countries and

hemispheric agencies. But, the initial costs

were borne by the government. So, while

the people of other islands, mostly colo-

nies and outposts of powerful nations,

were left in dire conditions for days –

some are still waiting for help, this did not

occur in Antigua and Barbuda.

In future, all Caribbean countries have to

cater for a humanitarian crisis. Not many

can decant from one part of their state to

the other. Therefore, preparations will

have to include stockpiling food, water,

medicines and other essentials long be-

fore storms arrive on their shores.

The fourth lesson is that building codes

and standards have to be dramatically

improved. Storms in the future will be

Category 5’s and more. Buildings have

to be constructed to stand-up to them, or

year after year the countries of the Carib-

bean and the United States will face huge

costs to rebuild after disasters and to cope

with humanitarian crises.

As it is, the government of Antigua and

Barbuda is facing a bill upwards of

US$250 million to rebuild Barbuda, but

it is a US$1 billion economy. The gov-

ernment cannot do it alone. Barbuda is

both a natural disaster and a humanitarian

crisis that cries out for a global humani-

tarian response.

(The writer is Antigua and Barbuda’s

Ambassador to the United States and the

OAS as well as High Commissioner to

Canada).
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    FACING THE FACTS
     carlyle

 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2017: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

Getting back to the real
reasons for Labor Day

________________________

I believe that today’s Labor Day-Monday, may be

because it is a public holiday, may be because it is becom-

ing better known for the West Indian Labor Day carnival

in Brooklyn, may be because it now involves the U.S.

Lawn Tennis Association’s Opens; and may be because it

marks the unofficial end of summer is losing its original

significance of honoring the American WORKER.

Please note that I am not calling for an abolition of socio-

cultural emphases and events before and after Labor Day, after

all—I am a West Indian...I am simply calling for a hybrid or

mixture of the various emphases and practices that have taken

over the Labor Day weekend and Holiday-Monday, with its

original purpose of giving recognition to the struggles and achieve-

ments of the American worker.

Besides those variables outlined above, America’s Labor

Day association with workers’ struggles might have been mis-

placed, since European countries and several non-American

States like Caribbean countries normally celebrate their work-

ers and their Trade-Union representatives on May first - a.k.a

(May Day or Labor Day).

One can only blame the Public-Relations’ machinery and

apparatus of the American Trade-Union Movement for allow-

ing that slippage to take place, and in so doing recommend that

the Movement’s Leaders come up with pre-and post-Labor

Day packages to arrest and address the occurrence.

I call it packages, because there continues to be pervasive

and well publicized Political, Trade-Union, and Interest-Groups’

advocacies and representations on behalf of America’s work-

ers.

Those advocacies and representations include equal pay

and improved conditions of work for female-workers; increased

hourly pay for fast food workers; the award of livable wages

along with more reasonable working hours, especially to entry-

level workers; and pauses to advantages that are being taken of

undocumented personnel.

Then there is the historical contributions that have been

made to agitations, protests and marches for workers’ and hu-

man rights—Those traditional Trade-Union Leaders and Work-

ers’ representatives should be given greater publicity and rec-

ognition.

In this country, the direct affiliation of Trade-Unions, as

well as the Latter’s contributions of money and material-assis-

tance to identified Political-Parties are also well acknowledged

and documented, and they should be more effectively distrib-

uted.

In summary, all that I am clamoring for, is inclusions from

America’s Labor-Leaders that would help to remind about the

original purpose and significance of Labor Day.

I make the appeals to America’s Trade-Union Lead-

ers and Representatives to work to win back recognition

of the true reasons and purposes for early September’s

Labor Day, because the public has to be consistently re-

minded that the labor movement gave us much to be thank-

ful for, such as child labor laws, the eight-hour workday,

workplace safety standards, weekends without work, paid

vacation, unemployment insurance, overtime pay, em-

ployer healthcare, military leave and wrongful termina-

tion laws.

The Universal struggles and battles for increased

wages and improved working conditions for the working

masses have to continue, because according to the World

Bank, more than 2.8 billion people around the world, live

on less than $2 a day.

That earning reality could easily be misplaced in the

United States, since in many cases, the average person

living below the poverty line in the U.S. today has (for

example) a phone, a car, a TV, indoor plumbing, and cen-

tral heat and air.     

In conclusion, the Nation’s Labor Leaders and Represen-

tatives cannot allow workers and their dependents to celebrate

Labor-Day as if we have overcome, as if all of our struggles are

over, and therefore we could indulge in never-ending celebra-

tions.

In the first place, the Nation’s Labor-Leaders and Repre-

sentatives have to become visible around Labor Day, and edu-

cate adults and children in particular about the origins and sig-

nificance of September’s Labor Day Monday.

************

On Labor Day in September,

Let us remember

the daily struggles of workers

along with their Leaders

for workplaces to be better.

We shall still be on the Parkway

to celebrate the workers’ holiday

Pres. Granger speaks at the UN

Pres. David Granger

The President of Guyana, David Arthur Granger in his re-

marks to the 2017 UN General Assembly in NY, said the world

faces several humanitarian crises, including death from prevent-

able disease, hunger, gender inequality, poverty, conflict and

the refugee crisis.

The Sustainable Development Goals represented the col-

lective determination to address those challenges. However, they

were being obstructed by human rights violations and the invol-

untary migration of people due to ter-

rorism and warfare.  “The challenge of

the United Nations is to resolve to re-

inforce respect for the rights of citizens

within the governance structures of our

Member States,” he stated.

On climate change, he said the

phenomenon was not a “fiction or the

invention of a few extremists”.  Small

Island States in the Caribbean and parts

of North America had suffered devastating hurricanes, which

Guyana had provided relief.  Guyana also had signed and cel-

ebrated the Paris Agreement on climate change last year and

renewed its commitment to its goals.  It also had dedicated

360,000 hectares of rainforest in 1989, and 20 years later, en-

tered an agreement with Norway to reduce emissions and for-

est degradation.  Noting that his country was part of the “Guiana

Shield”, the source of 15 per cent of the world’s freshwater

reserves, he called on the United Nations to help protect that

area as a global resource.

He emphasized that the “world is weary of war” and that

peace must be humanity’s ceaseless quest.  The United Na-

tions was the paramount global instrument for   See page...........11
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(Continued from cover page)

Officials visit Carib Islands
Priority in evacuation to Guadeloupe or

mainland France will be given to vulnerable people whose homes

are uninhabitable, including the elderly and families with kids.

With Saint Martin’s hospitals hard hit by Irma, Philippe

said a tent clinic would be opened on the island. A warship

being dispatched from mainland France would also offer resi-

dents its medical facilities on board.

Meanwhile, and facing mounting criticism of his

government’s rescue and relief efforts, British Foreign Secre-

tary Boris Johnson is scheduled to visit the British Virgin Islands

and Anguilla.

There are 700 troops and more than 50 police on the Brit-

ish Virgin Islands, Anguilla, and Turks and Caicos, Johnson said

after an emergency COBRA meeting on Monday.

Inside Story: What’s behind world’s recent extreme

weather events?

More than 40 tonnes of aid has arrived in the region, in-

cluding 2,608 shelter kits which can provide cover for more

than 13,000 people, the UK’s Foreign Office said.

British billionaire Richard Branson, who rode out the hur-

ricane in his wine cellar on his private Necker Island, wrote on

his blog that Europe must play a vital role in the reconstruction

and recovery of the region.

“The UK government will have a massive role to play in

the recovery of its territories affected by Irma - both through

short-term aid and long-term infrastructure spending,” he wrote.

‘Damage will be repaired before high season’

At least 35 people have been killed by Irma in the Carib-

bean, 10 of whom were in Cuba. This is Cuba’s worst hurri-

cane death toll since 16 died in Hurricane Dennis in 2005.

Havana was in recovery mode with crews clearing away

thousands of fallen trees and electricity restored to a handful of

neighbourhoods. Schools were closed until further notice.

President Raul Castro issued a message to the nation that

didn’t mention the deaths, but described damage to “housing,

the electrical system and agriculture”.

He also acknowledged destruction in the northern keys

where Cuba and foreign hotel management firms have built doz-

ens of all-inclusive beach resorts in recent years.

The Jardines del Rey airport serving the northern keys was

destroyed, the Communist Party newspaper Granma reported,

tweeting photos of a shattered terminal hall littered with debris.

“The storm hit some of our principal tourist destinations,

but the damage will be repaired before the high season” starting

in November, Castro wrote.

By: Yvonne Sam

The recent shooting in Alexandria, Virginia of Republican

members of Congress and others while playing baseball, should

be viewed as only a part of the problem that currently ails the

great nation.  This fact may not be aptly stated or politically

correct but America- The land of the Free and the Home of

the Brave is on the brink of political anarchy.

Yes, the continued spewing of vitriolic rhetoric, the undy-

ing quest and ceaseless prayers to have the President removed

from Office has reached fruition- giving birth to bloodshed.

Basically, America is raising her own genre of terrorists.   

Please do not misquote or misconstrue my train of thinking

and writing, but I wholeheartedly agree that the killer bears full

responsibility for the act committed. However, it would be asi-

America- Denial on trial

nine at best not to address the rapidly spreading anti-Trump

malignancy that has sadly engulfed the nation commencing from

November 16, 2016. Sowing is logically followed by a corre-

sponding harvesting. On June 11,three days prior to the shoot-

ing, Huffington  Post, contributor Jason Fuller in an op-ed stated

that impeachment and removal from office was no longer enough,

that Donald Trump should face justice.

In addition, let us not for the briefest of moments forget the

following gestures, though made in jest but nevertheless with

the  primary intent of  clearly conveying the message of repug-

nance for the president— the comedian who beheaded the Presi-

dent, the video by rap musician and artist  Snoop Dog where

he places a fake gun to Trump’s head, fires it, and a “Bang” sign

comes out the barrel, or the production funded by taxpayers

called” Killing Republicans”,  the Shakespearean drama by the

New York Central Theatre summer production where Julius

Caesar was portrayed as Donald Trump, the secondary school

teacher who wagered as to whether the President would be

assassinated, the teacher who inside her very classroom pre-

tended to execute the president, or the professor who clearly

stated that House Republicans should be lined up and shot.

Well, ironically prayers and wishes are oftentimes heard

and answered, and on June 14, 2017, James Hodgkinson be-

lieved to be a supporter of Bernie Sanders almost succeeded in

converting a baseball field into a killing field.

Now the FBI and the ATF are acting as if they’ve discov-

ered Yukon gold, and obsessing on the fact that the deceased

shooter was bitterly against the policies of Trump, and had also

volunteered for presidential candidate Bernie Sanders.

Clearly caught up in the anti-Trump frenzy, America has

once again missed the mark, seemingly by resent rather than

intent. Blatantly evident political biases has caused distraction

from the undeniable reality, that on the very same day that the

Republicans were targeted in Virginia, three UPS employees

were killed in a workplace shooting in San Francisco. Their

deaths in no way politically motivated, and failed to arouse un-

due media attention.

The issue of gun control was totally avoided, and in its

place was a call for Americans to pray for the recovery of

wounded Congressman Steve Scalise and the other four in-

jured, to unite and put aside political differences. After a mass

shooting thoughts and prayers expressed on social media are

meaningless, rote responses that creates the illusion of a caring

compassionate nation. America must stop and take a hard look

at what not only her politicians but everyone is saying and do-

ing.  Pray tell how many more shootings must take place before

America stops dodging the bullet and focus on guns and gun

control? Will the shooting of the Congressman serve as a turn-

ing point?  Hardly likely!

While we continue to devote our attention in bashing and

trashing the elected President, prematurely ensuring that he does

not serve his full term, or be reelected, the proliferation of guns

in America continues. While we continue drawing and shaping

seemingly false conclusions about the race, background, politi-

cal views, affiliation and motives of shooting suspects, the next

set of victims have already been targeted. While we disregard

the incident itself and focus more on singing the praises of Capi-

tol police and first responders, we fail to see the imminent apoca-

lypse in a nation that has been permanently transformed.

Never in the history of America has a president been so

despised, but whether America continues to fight or unite, faces

the facts and alters her acts depends on how much value is

placed on the lives of citizens. Rational and sensible changes

are needed, in fact they are long overdue, and there is no harm

in revisiting the citizen’s Second Amendment right to bear arms. 

Denial can no longer be on trial; too many lives have been lost.
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Paralyzed by partisan politics __________________________

We know that there are a number of issues plaguing Guyana

and even though there are several solutions for them, many have

not been implemented due largely to partisan politics.

For decades, successive governments have failed to real-

ize and understand that Guyana cannot be developed unless

politicians and the people work together and across party lines.

Since the late 1950s the ideology of partisan politics, which

has become entrenched in our psyche, is a falsehood that has

needed to be eradicated.

Working together means that there must be meaningful dia-

logue and authenticity between the government and the opposi-

tion and from all stakeholders, otherwise Guyana would remain

completely and totally paralyzed by partisan politics. Bi-parti-

sanship is possible with sincerity. What the country needs are

sincere leaders who should put the interests of the country and

its people first. Efforts to lead a bipartisan government have

always been met with skepticism, because no one really be-

lieves in that kind of utopian rhetoric.

People believe that there are none among us, more parti-

san, corrupt and dishonest than our politicians. Others are of

the firm opinion that politics does not change anyone; it merely

reveals who a person has been all along before they became a

politician. It is true that integrity is constructed on a solid foun-

dation that cannot easily be shaken because of power and/or

wealth.

Too many of us tend to believe that nothing can be done

about the corruption, incompetence and mismanagement that

have paraded as governance under the last administration. And

too many people, including those in the opposition, believe that

they were ordained to rule Guyana and that it was impossible to

defeat them at the polls because no one votes on issues but on

race. Although that changed in May 2015, the country needs a

viable, non-partisan government with visionary and transfor-

mative leaders to transcend all biases that have, for far too long,

corrupted our politicians to divide the races and orchestrate

racial voting.

As an enlightened people, we must strive to tear down this

corrupt and racial political system because of the inability or

indifference of our politicians to do so. As mentioned earlier,

the solutions are out there, but those in authority are not inter-

ested in any solutions that would not be beneficial to them.

For example, there are several Commission of Inquiry

(COI) reports on how to deal with crime, the rehabilitation of

prisoners and reforming the entire criminal justice system, but

most of the reports are lying on shelves. There are several views

on the diversification of the economy but none has been acted

on. And there is an endless supply of opinions on other issues

like reducing corruption, improving education, health care and

the infrastructure, but they too have been cast aside.

While there is no shortage of ideas, it boils down to politi-

cal will to implement them. Very few people dare to interrupt

the corruption that runs rampant in almost every government

agency and department, including the police force and the

Guyana Revenue Authority, among others.

Apart from being the gravy train, could it be that all these

corrupt officials and their families represent a huge chunk of

prospective voters, which are more important to our politicians

because their primary goal is to win elections?

How much longer are we going to allow partisan politics

to stifle development?

For decades, partisan politics has paralyzed the country,

but now is a better time than any for the government to turn

RENDERING ASSISTANCE
Once there was an island in the Caribbean with pristine

sandy beaches known as Barbuda, but after Hurricane Irma,

much of it is gone. Irma decimated the island of Barbuda, rip-

ping apart buildings, uprooting trees, toppling power lines and

killing at least one person as its 185 miles per hour wind swept

across the two-island nation.

It was a catastrophe. At least 95 percent of the properties

on the island are either destroyed or damaged, including its only

hospital and airport and its two hotels. The island is uninhabit-

able with no running water, electricity or telephone service.

Given the extent of the devastation, it is surprising that there

were not more fatalities. That in itself was a miracle that re-

sulted from a high level of preparedness.

However, Barbuda is not the only island to feel the wrath

of Irma, many others including the Dutch and French St. Mar-

tin, Anguilla, the British Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, Turks and

Caicos, Puerto Rico and Cuba were also shattered by the vi-

cious storm.

It was heart-wrenching and absolutely devastating for lo-

cals to see their immaculate beaches turned into junkyards of

floating debris. However, after a week of Irma’s furious on-

slaught, foodstuff remains scarce as most of the facilities are

inoperable.

Most of the airports on the islands are closed. As a result,

commercial airlines are struggling to restore service and to cope

with the cost of refunds. The few airports that are open are

used only to evacuate tourists and to receive flights bringing in

emergency supplies. No passengers, including media personnel

are being allowed at the moment on the islands.

Hurricane Irma has struck a huge blow to the islands’ tourist

industry which is their primary source of foreign currency earn-

ings. In 2016, the Caribbean islands hit a record high of 29.3

million visitors, an increase of 4.3 percent over 2015, and earn-

ing over US$35 billion in revenues.

Today, most of the region’s prized, idyllic islands have gone

away, and at least for now and most if not all of the hotels are

destroyed. Experts believe that it will take years to rebuild the

islands to where they were before hurricane Irma trashed them.

With cell phone towers down and power outages everywhere,

communication to, from and within the islands has been diffi-

cult, thus impacting the ability of emergency personnel to fully

assess the damage. However, initial estimates have placed the

cost of the damage in the hundreds of millions of dollars. So

while the government of Guyana must be commended for being

the first country in the Caribbean to render financial assistance

in the amount of US$50,000, it is only a drop in the bucket.

It is true that the Caribbean Islands face a long and difficult

road to recovery, but it should be noted that its people are resil-

ient. Let’s face it, the islands are poor and they do not have the

resources to rebuild by themselves, which means that outside

assistance will definitely be needed.

However, relief is on its way. France and Holland have

partnered with several worldwide relief organizations to start

the rebuilding process in the Dutch and French St. Martin. Sev-

eral other countries, including the United States, Britain and

Canada as well as a number of international organizations have

pledged to render assistance to help rebuild the Islands.

In the meantime, the locals have already started to rebuild

by salvaging some of the dislocated structures and repairing the

damaged ones.

over a new leaf, as the paralysis seems temporary. However, if

it does not amend the Constitution and change the political sys-

tem now, permanent paralysis is inevitable.
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By: KN Editorial

 ______________________________

Annulled Elections

It is highly unusual for courts to annul elections, but it has

happened in Kenya where the Supreme Court declared that

country’s presidential elections held on August 8, 2017, null

and void.

The election results sparked days of sporadic protests which

claimed the lives of 28 people and had raised fears of a major

outbreak of political violence in the country. However, citing

irregularities and illegalities committed by the election commis-

sion, Kenya’s Supreme Court ordered a new election within 60

days.

In annulling the election, Chief Justice David Maraga said

“the greatness of a nation lies in its fidelity to the constitution

and the strict adherence to the rule of law.”

According to the Chief Justice, an election is not an event;

it is a process from the beginning to the end and taking the

totality of the entire exercise into consideration, the Court was

convinced that the election commission had failed to conduct

the presidential elections in a manner consistent with the prin-

ciples laid out in the Kenyan constitution and the law relating to

elections. It was a majority decision which made it the first time

ever that a court has overturned an election not only in Kenya,

but in all of Africa.

In upholding the petition filed by the opposition leader Raila

Odinga, the Chief Justice said that the electoral commission did

not follow the constitution in conducting the presidential elec-

tions and it has failed to validate the ballot papers and verify the

elector forms submitted by the returning officers at each polling

station.

The ruling by the Supreme Court makes Kenya the first

African country where an opposition political party has chal-

lenged the election results in a court of law and won. Other

elections on the continent have been annulled or cancelled be-

fore, but this appears to be the first time that it was done through

the courts.

The historic decision is a huge victory for Odinga who feels

vindicated against accusations by many, including President

Uhuru Kenyatta, that he was a sore loser. The ruling marked an

historic day for democracy and the people of Kenya. It was an

indictment of the electoral commission which had declared in-

cumbent President Kenyatta the winner of last month’s election

by a margin of 1.4 million votes.

The Supreme Court’s ruling was also a major setback for

some local observers and most of the international observers

from the European Union, the African Union, the Carter Center

and the United States delegation which was headed by the

former secretary of State, John Kerry, who claimed that the

election was free, fair and credible, and that there had been no

major fraud on Election Day.

The international observers had also urged the leader of

the opposition to concede, but Odinga had adamantly refused

and claimed that he had no faith at all in the electoral commis-

sion as currently constituted, because its computer system had

been hacked to manipulate the results of the election in favour

of the governing party.

However, the ruling of the Supreme Court is final, which

means that Kenyatta will not be sworn in as President of Kenya

for the second time, but would serve as interim president until

the next election.

The decision to annul the election sets up a new race for

the presidency of Kenya between Kenyatta and Odinga, who

contested the last three elections and lost each time. In the 2007

elections, Odinga claimed that the votes were rigged and this

led to ethnic violence which claimed the lives of 1,100 persons.

In the 2013 elections, the opposition leader took his grievances

to the Supreme Court and lost.

However, this time, his focus was not to prove how the

election was rigged, but that the process for tallying the votes

and transmitting the results was flawed. It was a rare victory for

the veteran politician, who praised the Court’s decision, while

his opponent criticized it. The judges were hailed as heroes by

many Kenyans who celebrated the victory in the streets of

Nairobi.

(Continued from cover page)    Street named J.B. Latchman Road

that takes in the headquarters of the army.

“Not one public school in the entire territory of Guyana,

and this includes Queen’s College, has consistently functioning

washrooms. The technology labs at Guyana Technical Institute

and at UG are bare. The National Library in an age of high

technology does not offer computer service to its users.”

Well, there is more to add about this country’s backward-

ness. In speaking to the press after the daughter of former Deputy

Commissioner of Police, George Vyphuis, was shot and robbed

at Providence, Commander of ‘A’ Division, Marlon Chapman

said that the Providence Police Station is without a vehicle.

Why was the government spending money on waterfront

recreational facilities and the Providence Police Station does

not have a vehicle? The British are funding the project but ask

the British officials if their police stations are without vehicles.

Ask them on which road you can find a police station that does

not have street lamps. Ask them which major roadway in Lon-

don is without street lights.

If the British Government is financing the aesthetic land-

scaping of water front sites in this country, can’t the Guyana

administration put forward a proposal for use of that money on

more pressing needs?

My lamentations on this country will continue because there

seems to be no rational life in this land. Here is what happened

to me yesterday. My daughter asked me to rush over quickly to

the pharmacy at Giftland Mall to buy a specific type of medi-

cated shampoo that she needed to use right away. My wife

suggested we call first. I agreed. I would have to change, drive

there only to be told they are out of stock.

I didn’t have a new telephone directory to get the number

for the mall. I called enquiries at the telephone company. As I

kept holding, every four seconds, a voice came on saying,

“Please keep holding, your call is important to us.” I held for ten

minutes and the operator didn’t come on.

I changed, went to the mall. They didn’t have the sham-

poo. I called the National Library to advise them to report the

water leakage in front of the library entrance and to report it to

GWI. I called the customer service department to report the

water waste too. GWI water waste section said they never re-

ceived a communication from the library or its own customer

service section.

The water is still being wasted and undermining that part of

Church Street. This is Guyana for you.

I cannot understand Guyana: Can anyone?

“Everyone has the right to a standard
of living- adequate for the health
of himself and of his family.....”

 “All that is necessary for the triumph of
Evil is that Good men/women do nothing.”

                                                           (Edmund Burke)
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Here is the evidence of the voices
and power Indians have in Guyana

By: Eric Phillips

Ravi Dev, the leader of the media architecture that daily

executes the duel goals of a psychological war on African

Guyanese and a propagandistic war to miseducate Indo

Guyanese, has finally joined the discussion between his Guyana

Times tribalists and myself. Of course, as purveyors of the idea

that this Government is against Indians, his letter begins with

“Eric Phillips …Advisor to the President of Guyana when he

and his co-writers fully well know that I am a Special Assistant

to the Presidential Advisor on Sustainable Development.

This which includes the prevention and recovery of state

assets as well as being part of the Team responsible for the

development of a sustainable Green state that includes integra-

tion of the 17 Sustainable Development Goal of Agenda 2030.

Perhaps, in his haste to make this an ethnic issue, Ravi and friends,

conveniently forget I am the co-author of the Guyana 21 and

Guyana 2030 plans with Stanley Ming, something I rarely re-

ceive any credit for. So Ravi, there is no President Granger or

APNU-AFC conspiracy. I am a White House Fellow, does

that mean the US is involved in a conspiracy against Indians in

Guyana.

In his Sunday feature captioned “Can the Indian Guyanese

speak”, Ravi addressed three issues that underpin the recent

debate. First, he asked the question “Can the Indo-Guyanese

speak”. Second, he made the argument that Indians were not

given land. Third he made the argument that the Amerindian Act

of 2006 was not reparations but “Indigenous Peoples’ MP,

Stephen Campbell, attended the 1965 Independence Confer-

ence in London and ensured the official Agreement for the In-

dependence of Guyana, (Annex C) required the independent

Government provide legal ownership or rights of occupancy for

Amerindians”.

Before, I respond to these 3 issues, I will like to remind

Ravi Dev that ACDA including myself has categorically and con-

tinuously called for constitution reform since 1992 and that has

not changed. We believe the Westminster System is a perni-

cious and egregious system for Guyana and will allow trap

Guyana in an ethnic prism that will prevent development. For

Guyana to grow, there must be constitutional reform

On Ravi’s first point about Indians not being allow to speak.

This statement is one of the most remarkable statements

that can be made by someone who claims to be truthful. This

shows the malicious degree of deception used by Indian lead-

ership in Guyana as championed, nurtured and promoted by

liar Jagdeo. Ravi. Indo-Guyanese have the Mirror, Guyana

Times (Georgetown and Berbice editions) and ICDN. For TV,

Indo-Guyanese own and control channels 6, 13, 28; 65, 69, 93

and 102. TV channels also are owned outside of Georgetown.

For radio, Indo-Guyanese have Freedom Radio etc.

Ravi’s contention that Indians have no voice is a malicious

and outrageous racial lie. I wonder who the following writers

are. Donald Ramotar, Anil Nandilall, Gail Texeira, Peter

Ramsaroop, Sase Singh , Rhyaan Shah, Anna Correia, Lomarsh

Luminary, Leslie Ramsammy, Bheri Ramsarran, Quan Edghill,

Frank Anthony, Harry Gill, Hydar Ally, Neaz Subhan. Of course,

there are many radio personalities such as Gillian Burton-Persaud

who ply the airwaves on a daily basis and another 12 or so on

Facebook.

Ravi’s second point argues about Indians not being given

free land. Again, the history books easily reveal this lie. Ravi

knows this is not true. Two reminders to Ravi if he goes down

the path of Indians not receiving lands. Beyond the fact that

reparations are given for crimes against humanity, Ravi clearly

remembers the East Indian Colonization Program of 1919 and

the 11,000 house lots provided to sugar workers in Guysuco.

That the British did not discuss reparations for Africans in the

Pre-Independence is not surprising. Ravi knows that Britain

offered Guyana as an Indian colony even though 473000 Afri-

can lives were lost to build Guyana while offering Africans noth-

ing. Ravi very well remembers the Letter from W. Hewley

Wharton, ParbhuSawh and Joseph A. Luckhoo (Secretary,

Indian Imperial Colonisation Deputation of British Guiana) which

read:.

“Every encouragement is being offered to Indian agricul-

tural families and Indian, both large and small. For settlement in

the land under an absolutely free and voluntary system of Colo-

nization, which places the people in a good position from the

start and enable them to improve their general condition. We

would then have hundreds of prosperous villages and thou-

sands of square miles of flourishing crops springing up from the

fertile soil of the Colony, and by the exploitation of the Gold,

Diamond, Aluminum, (bauxite ore), and other mineral and for-

est wealth of British Guiana, the three century old dream of Sir

Walter Raleigh regarding our Magnificent Province, the fabled

land of El Dorado, would be realized”.

Ravi well remembers the Sugar Industry Welfare Fund

Committee that funded 1% interest loans for the 11000 house

lots of sugar workers. Ravi also knows that African villages

were prevented from the same benefits because a policy was

implemented so that unless they owned their house lots, they

couldn’t benefit from the 1% interest. This is because Africans

lands were communally owned, one of the main reasons of the

current Land COI.

Ravi’s third point centered on his misrepresented view,

(he is a lawyer and should know better) that the Amerindians

did not receive reparations but got lands in some pre-indepen-

dence negotiation. Well, the British left Guyana in 1966. The

Amerindian Act proving 13.8 % of Guyana was passed in 2006

by the Government of Guyana. It is a reparatory justice Act by

International law and a precedent by the Guyana Government.

Perhaps Ravi is setting the stage for the Indian Arrival Com-

mittee to argue at the land COI for reparations for indenture

ship. Hence he wrote in his letter that those whom did not re-

ceive return passage should be given lands. For Ravi Dev to

argue Indians have no voice in Guyana. I am speechless at the

politics of Ravi and his Guyana Times compadres.

(Continued from page.....2)   racist behaviour, he said. Symbolic

racism involves rhetoric that delegitimises others, while struc-

tural racism assigns social value to people based on inherent

differences, he added.

Following his initially equivocal response to the

Charlottesville, Virginia riots earlier this year, Mr. Trump made

explicitly condemned the racism on display when white su-

premacists took to the streets.

He said: “Racism is evil and those who cause violence in

its name are criminals and thugs, including KKK, neo-Nazis,

white supremacists, and other hate groups are repugnant to

everything we hold dear as Americans.”

___________________________

Donald Trump is a ‘textbook racist’
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By: Adam Harris

CSJAD condemns the use of social media to insult AnyONe

There are many occasions when people rely on their

memory. I, like many, have been caught trusting my memory

and getting things all wrong. What we do is place ourselves at a

place and time when something happens. Years later we recall

being somewhere but somehow, we remember the wrong event.

More often than not, we recall the wrong place and time

when we try to remember the event. One case had to do with

cricket. There was an argument about the last West Indian bats-

man to score a century in both innings of a Test match. Rohan

Kanhai, to my mind, was the last and I was willing to bet until

someone reminded me of Lawrence Rowe.

There was also Brian Lara in 2001 against Sri Lanka. Since

then there has been Shai Hope. Indeed the memory plays tricks.

That was my conclusion when Opposition Leader Bharrat

Jagdeo made some pronouncements about developments in

Guyana. One had to do with the investment of money from the

National Insurance Scheme into the Berbice River crossing.

The National Insurance Scheme was chaired by Cabinet

Secretary Dr Roger Luncheon, the right hand man to the Presi-

dent going as far back as Dr Cheddi Jagan. This scheme was a

milch cow for the government. On every occasion when the

government wanted money for major projects it turned to NIS.

There was nothing wrong with this because the scheme

needed to invest its huge holdings to keep paying its pensioners

and other beneficiaries. But there were reports that the scheme

was only investing with those close to the then government. What

made the loans from the NIS more lucrative were the low inter-

est rates.

So the scheme put millions of dollars in the Berbice River

crossing. But it was like a grant because there were no returns.

However, Jagdeo told press conference on Wednesday that

the NIS got money by way of the rate of return while his best

friend Dr Ranjisinghi ‘Bobby’ Ramroop got no money.

Nothing could be further from the truth. I ended up trying

to get from the current chairman and from the General Manag-

ers past and present, how much money the NIS has been re-

ceiving. To a man or woman, they looked with a smile that said,

“We don’t want to talk about that because you know the an-

swer as well as we do.

During that same press conference, the issue of the

Demerara Harbour Bridge came up. I remember when Burnham

caused the floating structure to be built way back in 1978. Up

until then, the West Demerara was a world removed from the

city and the eastern part of the country. There was a ferry that

plied the river and it stopped working in the evening.

As fate would have it, that bridge had its critics, some

making bold to abuse Burnham by asking him to name the bridge,

Viola Passage. That bridge became a lifeline to the extent that

when its natural life should have been over the government of

Bharrat Jagdeo did all in its power to keep that bridge.

Now that the bridge had outgrown its useful there is some

controversy. It was the Jagdeo Government that conducted a

feasibility study that concluded that the best location for the

new bridge would be at Versailles and Houston.

The coalition government conducted another feasibility that

came to the same conclusion. Yet here it was that Jagdeo told

the press that the new government chose the new locations out

of political considerations.

He pointed to a proposal done by entrepreneur Stanley

Ming which recommended the identical crossing in 2015 and

added that the coalition by coincidence arrived at the conclu-

Is Jagdeo’s memory failing? sion that Stanley Ming reached. Robeson Benn, Jagdeo’s Works

Minister, actually wrote a memorandum to Cabinet asking for

money for the same Versailles-Houston crossing as early as 2103.

So Jagdeo opted to lie again. But then again, it could have been

his memory. He must have wiped his memory clean of every-

thing he did so that whatever happens now is new to him.

I did notice, too, that he failed to remember his direct po-

litical involvement in the operations of the Guyana Police Force.

There was the Paul Slowe incident. Slowe had seized a firearm

belonging to one of Jagdeo’s supporters.

His Home Affairs Minister Ronald Gajraj directed Slowe

to return the firearm, an order that Slowe refused to execute.

To his credit, Slowe said that the order should come from his

superiors in the Guyana Police Force.

Both Jagdeo and Gajraj decided to vent their political might

on Slowe. They began by attempting to transfer him out of the

police force. They dropped that course of action when Slowe

moved to the courts. But they ensured that Slowe was never

promoted beyond his rank of Assistant Commissioner.

Today, the present administration is accused of meddling

in the force. Jagdeo claimed that they are destroying the morale

of the force. All that is happening is that officers with an aston-

ishing accumulation of leave are being asked to take a portion

of that leave. Jagdeo says that they are being moved out of the

system for political reasons.

If the officers did complain to him it would have to be that

they do not want to proceed on leave. But I doubt that the

officers would complain. If they are corrupt then they may feel

that their cushy position from which they would collect gratu-

ities would now no longer be there for the graft.

There was some premature announcement about a Crime

Chief. The officer, Ravindradat Budhram was indeed recom-

mended but as Public Security Minister Khemraj Ramjattan

explained he was never moved to the office. There was no ques-

tion of political consideration as Jagdeo sought to make out.

Ramjattan actually called Jagdeo an unparliamentary name.

He said that Jagdeo was an inveterate or consummate liar. I

would not go so far. I would say that the former president has a

serious problem with his memory.

But Ramjattan gave a telling example. He said that Jagdeo,

according to Hindu rites, walked around the maro seven times,

a rite of passage at a wedding. Later, in a bout of forgetfulness,

Jagdeo said that he never married.

(Continued from page 6)  peace and, while ensuring respect for

international law through the International Court of Justice and

the Security Council, must aim to resolve long-standing inter-

State conflicts.  He expressed support for reforming the Secu-

rity Council to give greater voice to developing countries.  Ex-

pressing deep concern for peace and the right to development,

he reiterated support for a two-State solution to the Palestin-

ian-Israeli conflict, and the withdrawal of the economic em-

bargo against Cuba.

Outlining the danger Guyana faced on its borders from ter-

ritorial claims made by Venezuela, he said “disturbing” devel-

opments in that country had roused concerns over the priva-

tions of its people.  He reiterated the call for a “zone of peace”

to be created, stressing that Venezuela’s claim to Guyana’s ter-

ritory threatened that prospect.  Venezuela was more than four

times the size of Guyana and claimed two thirds of its territory,

including maritime space.  Guyana depended on its territorial

and maritime resources for development and  See page............12

___________________________

Pres. Granger speaks at the UN
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Guyana

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

CSJAD: Catalyst For Authentic Political Discourse

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12th.

New College- University of Toronto: Alumni Speaker Series.

Lecture- ‘Fighting dialect prejudice’ by Guyanese Dr. John R.

Rickford. Event will be held in the William Doo Auditorium, 45

Willcocks Street, Toronto. From 6:00-8:00 p.m. Seating is limited.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14th

St. Stanislaus College Alumni Association (Toronto): Annual All

Inclusive Fall Dance. From: 7:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. At: West Rouge

Community Centre- 270 Rouge Hill Drive, Toronto. Music : Vic-

tor Shim & The Surefire Band. Door: $45. Call 416-493-0425.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14th

A Different Drummer Books: Book Launch of Jennifer Mook-

Sang new book: Captain Monty Takes the Plunge. At 513 Locust

Street, Burlington, ON. From: 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25th to 29th

Cricket Council USA: T20 Tournament. At: 3700 N.W. 11th Place,

Lauderhill, Florida. For info. Call: 561-392-4800.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28th

Senior Guyanese Association: Fall Dance. At: Flipper’s Fish House

Banquet Hall, 2300 Lawrence Ave., E. Scarborough. Cash Bar.

Music: Dj Jones. Donation: $30. Call 416-492-8557 or 499-0470

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29th

PAKARAIMA Writers Association (Guyanese Caribbean Writ-

ers and Artists Association & Colleagues of the Caribbean): A

Literary Luncheon- Poetry, stories & special guest reader. From:

1:00 to 5:30 p.m. At: FORUM Banquet Hall. Call: 416-904-7912.

CSJADRemember LFS Burnham,
Visionary Leadership

His Legacy Not Yet Contextualized

(Continued from page 11)   poverty reduction.  The border dis-

pute had persisted since Guyana’s independence 51 years ago

and despite an international Arbitral Tribunal settlement in 1899,

which Venezuela denounced in 1962 in the Assembly’s Fourth

Committee (Special Political and Decolonization).  “Peace will

be at stake in our region if justice does not become ascendant,”

he said, “not only within Venezuela, but also in respect to its

border controversy with Guyana.”

Noting that four United Nations Secretaries-General had

been “seized” of the matter, he called for a just and peaceful

settlement in accordance with international law.  Former Sec-

retary-General Ban Ki-moon and current Secretary-General

António Guterres had decided, under the 1966 Geneva Agree-

ment, that the International Court of Justice would be the next

means of settlement if significant progress was not made by the

end of 2017.  To that end, Guyana had worked with the Secre-

tary-Generals’ Personal Representative, and would continue to

seek support from the international community to ensure that

Venezuela did not impede judicial settlement processes.

Pres. Granger speaks at the UN


