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LET LIGHT PREVAIL Cubana disaster of 1976

Time to bridge the equity  gap

By: Chronicle, Staff

____________________________________________

UNICEF- Mrs. Sylvie Fouet

By: Alexis Rodney

Diwali the festival of lights

The United Nations Children Fund

(UNICEF) says it will not support the

notion that children in the hinterland re-

gions are less privileged than those on the

coastland.

It also favours the idea

that should they be given

equal opportunities, they all

would be at the same level.

The international child

rights organisation said that

should these “equity gaps”

be bridged, much of the

social and economic strains

experienced by children in

hinterland communities

would be lifted.

UNICEF Country representative,

Sylvie Fouet told the Guyana Chronicle

recently that there are too many negative

notions attached to the hinterland regions,

and the social and economic footing of

the people are among the discriminatory

concepts being embraced.

While there remains a fountain of

other issues, access to quality education

is also seen as a major problem.

“They are not poor; they just don’t have

the same equal access to education as chil-

dren on the coast,” Fouet

said, adding:

“So, if it takes me three

miles to go to school in the

interior, whereas for a child

in Georgetown it is around

the corner, then we have to

make the school available

closer to the child. So it is

really looking at actions

that will reduce that inequ-

        ity so that you have equal

opportunities and no one is left behind.”

 

She said inequity hurts equal devel-

opment, and was adamant that every

child, “whether he lives in Linden,

Georgetown or Aishalton,” should have

the same rights with access to school.

She said, however, that   See page........2

INEQUITY HURTS

DIWALI, the brightest and one of

the most unifying days of the year, is with

us; and it is incumbent upon all, especially

the Hindu community, to strive to let the

light of knowledge overcome the dark-

ness of ignorance.

The glorious Festival of Lights was

brought to Guyana by the descendants of

East Indians, who came to these shores

more than 170 years ago.

Diwali has always been a colourful

celebration; but, over the years, it has

evolved in grandeur and splendour, and

today it is more colourful than at any time

before, thanks to the leaders of the Hindu

community.

In Guyana, the story of Diwali mostly

revolves around the Divine Mother

Lakshmi, the Goddess of Wealth, but this

is not the only version. There are several

others.

From all accounts, this ancient Indian

festival was first celebrated at the time of

harvest, and marks the marriage of the

Goddess Lakshmi to the Lord Vishnu, the

Protector and Preserver of the Universe.

In Bengal, India, the occasion is

dedicated to the worship of Kali, the

Goddess of Strength, and Lord Ganesha,

the embodiment of wisdom. And these are

not all the variations. In Jainism, Diwali is

a celebration of Lord Mahavira attaining

eternal bliss. The Sikhs also celebrate

Diwali.

A version of the story that most

Guyanese can relate to, or know, is that

of the grand return of   See page..........2

Havana, (Prensa Latina) Representatives

from the diplomatic corps from various

countries in the Caribbean gathered here

to observe the 41st anniversary of the

Cubana de Aviacion aircraft bombing,

which occurred 8km west of then Seawell

Airport, Bridgetown, Barbados.

Halim Majeed, Ambassador of

Guyana in Cuba, said that crime should

not be forgotten, even as he called for a

tribute to the 73 fatal victims, most of them

young people.

At the cultural center Casa del Alba

Cultural, Majeed described confessed

perpetrators of the crime Luis Posada and

Orlando Bosch (already deceased) as

counter-revolutionaries at the service of

the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).

Meanwhile, Cuban intellectual Ricardo

Alarcon denounced that the United States

washed its hands of the whole investiga-

tion when the criminal nature of the crime

was declared.

Without doubt, the crime of Barbados

was planned when Jamaica, Guyana, Bar-

bados and Trinidad Tobago decided to

establish diplomatic relations with Cuba

on December 8th, 1972.

The crime was planned in Caracas,

Venezuela, by the two terrorists of Cu-

ban origin, who used Venezuelans Hernan

Ricardo and Freddy Lugo.

The people of Cuba annually observe

the Anniversary of the Cubana

Bombing on October 6. This observance

commemorates the victims of state ter-

rorism conducted against Cuba.

 The passengers of the flight included

Cubans, Guyanese and North Koreans

(the latter were several diplomats that

were heading to Cuba).

The terrorist attack was plotted by

anti-Castro Cuban     See page............5
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(Continued from cover page) geography says something else.

According to her, Guyana’s unique geography makes it some-

what difficult.

UNICEF, she explained, has been seeking to address the

issue, however challenging it may seem. She said the organisation

has been working with schools through the youth-friendly ser-

vice.

“It is basically trying to reduce the vulnerability of those

who are most at risk, and trying to ensure that they are sup-

ported, as well as ensuring that no child is left behind,” she

explained about its achievements thus far.

She pointed to a recent study done by UNICEF, which

shows that while in Georgetown there may be 100 children

entering primary school, chances are that 75 or more of that

amount will enter into secondary school. However, in the hin-

terland, where about 100 children would enter the primary

school, only 53 get to make it into the secondary system.

“That shows that a lot of teenagers are not given an op-

portunity to have a secondary education,” she said.

Fouet said that here in Guyana, there is a high number of preg-

nancies and violence among teenagers. She said these are mostly

due to the lack of quality education, and the impact of the infor-

mal economy. She underscored that UNICEF is in support of

the government and other non-State entities to address the prob-

lem.

UNICEF is also pushing the innovation of sport and de-

velopment in education. According to Fouet, there are not much

extracurricular activities in schools; an opportunity where stu-

dents could learn leadership and life skills from being involved.

 

Meanwhile, Fouet also sought to put the rest the notion

that underage sexual activity and child marriages are practices

that only pervade the interior regions. Details from the Child

Care and Protection Agency shows that they are done across

the ethnic spectrum, especially where customs are deeply em-

braced.

To make it a larger debate, Fouet said ending child mar-

riage has to be critical, not only in the law, but in the behaviour-

change approach, which includes beliefs and customs. She said

that is what the youth friendly service is also hoping to achieve.

“A lot of teenagers do not know about protection. It is not

completely denying that sexual intercourse is happening; it is

getting young people access to healthy lifestyle choices. It is a

lot about behaviour changes,” she told the Guyana Chronicle.

She said that while a child should not be married before

the age of 18, it is a known fact that there are certain behaviours

and traditions that spread across every ethnic group in Guyana.

“And I know there are a lot of reasons why you would let your

girl or boy be married,” she said. “And these include poverty,

lack of education, lack of opportunities etc. It is not to be judg-

ing, but those teens are the leaders of tomorrow.”

Time to bridge the equity  gap

CHILD MARRIAGE

“Everyone has the right to a standard

of living- adequate for the health

of himself and of his family.....”

(Continued from cover page)  Lord Ram, who was maliciously

exiled in the forest for 14 years.

His return was celebrated in the city of Ayodhya, the capi-

tal of the Kingdom Rama, with great pomp and flair, with many

beating drums and dancing. The streets of the magnificent city

were also illuminated with lamps.

In all of the various versions of the celebrations, a number

of themes stand out, and prominent among them are the cel-

ebration of light over darkness and right over wrong (the return

of Lord Rama from exile), and the celebration of peace, love

and togetherness.

In Guyana, there has been controversy for some years now

regarding the date for the celebrations, but Hindus at heart would

know that on whichever date the festival is celebrated, as long

as they pray from the heart, their prayers will be accepted.

And with this in mind, as Guyanese from all walks of life cel-

ebrate the Holy Festival today, all — whether or not they agree

with the time of the celebration — should join hands and light

their diyas for unity in the Hindu community, and the promulga-

tion of Sanatan Dharma.

After all, love, harmony and triumph over evil represent

the central focus of the celebrations, and all Hindus must be

praised for preserving the great tradition of their forefathers.

It is hoped that the illuminated earthen lamps will serve as an

inspiration for all Guyanese to seek the light of knowledge to

extinguish the darkness of ignorance; choose the right against

what is wrong; and embrace unity and national togetherness.

Happy Diwali to all Guyanese!

Let Light Prevail

Time to Celebrate in Venezuela
By: Nino Pagliccia

__________________

In one day, on October 15, Venezuela has achieved sev-

eral outstanding landmarks in our region at a time when we face

dangerous world conflicts and unrest. By carrying out fair elec-

tions for governors of the 23 states, Venezuela has shown that

people value the opportunity to participate in decision-making

even under hard circumstances.

The Gran Polo Patriotico (Great Patriotic Pole), a coali-

tion of ten parties, including the governing United Socialist Party

of Venezuela (Partido Socialista Unido de Venezuela – PSUV),

and the Communist Party of Venezuela (PCV), have won 17

governorships and lost 5 to the coalition Democratic Unity

Roundtable (Mesa de la Unidad Democratica – MUD) (One

State still pending at the time of writing).

This represents winning a significant battle, but the war may

still be brewing.

The significance of this victory lies in the different fronts in

which Venezuela has established a clear claim.

On the democratic front 64% of the voters who partici-

pated in the elections have made an implicit statement that there

is no dictatorship in Venezuela, contrary to the propaganda of

Western right wing corporate media. In fact, there has been no

shortage of elections in Venezuela. This has been the 22nd free,

secret ballot in the last 18 years, including a failed referendum

to revoke Hugo Chavez from the presidency in 2004.

This display of building democracy flies in the face of the

recent action of the OAS Secretary General, Luis Almagro,

who staged a swearing in ceremony in Washington, DC of a

“supreme court” whose members are Venezuelans opposing the

Maduro government who have left the country. This is a fra-

grant illegitimate, anti-democratic interference in internal affairs

of Venezuela. Luis Almagro has no shame to   See page........11
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Five decades later, the

real cause of the explosion

on board the Son Chapman

and those responsible for

its detonation are yet to be

determined. This inaction-

the absence of a final reso-

lution has prompted calls

for an inquiry into the trag-

edy. The first terrorist act in

Guyana, which resulted

with 43 people being killed.
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The frightening increase in Cancer cases

Remember Change

Begins From Within
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Join Other

Concerned

Nationals And

Fashion The

New Guyana!

maY 12th 2015
Marks the
DAWN of a
New era

A PHASEPHASEPHASEPHASEPHASE  of
EnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenmentEnlightenment

whereby things humanly
possible are

accomplished by all

By: Adam Harris

     In recent weeks many things have

grabbed my attention. One of them was

the rate of cancers, the other was a criti-

cism of the government’s effort to pro-

mote small entrepreneurs. Both were as-

tonishing, to the point that I began to won-

der if something was wrong with this coun-

try.

For starters, I learnt that for this year

alone there were some 200 new cancer

cases. That translates to one new cancer

case a day or that each day someone in

this country of fewer than 750,000 people

was developing a cancer.

I know that from time immemorial

people were dying from a cancer-related

ailment. As a little boy I watched people

wither away and die because there was

no radiation and chemotherapy. You got

a cancer, you tell yourself that you just

got a death sentence.

I lost two friends to cancer this past

week. One of them was really a friend of

my daughter’s. I knew her from her days

at school and I watched her grow into a

woman. When last I saw her, we had a

brief chat. I remarked that she wasn’t

looking too well, because she was being

supported by her daughter.

Then I got word that she had died in a

city hospital. She could not have been more

than 45. The other person who died was

not a very young person, but she was

somebody with who I would chat often.

When I heard that she had died, the first

question I asked was whether she was ill.

Her relative told me that she had suc-

cumbed to cancer.

The reporter who brought the story

about the increasing rates of cancer in

Guyana told me that in Guyana, there are

no studies to indicate the number of can-

cer cases over the past five years. We

spoke about this matter and one question

I asked was whether the oncologists had

any idea why this increase.

None could really say. What they did

say was that breast cancer had surpassed

cancer of the cervix (the latter caused by

some sexually transmitted virus) as the

leading cause of cancer deaths.

Earlier this year, two people were di-

agnosed with the latter. With the help of

friends they went overseas for treatment.

One of them is back and I could see that

she was enjoying a new lease on life. The

other case is a horror story for me.

I learnt that this person left with what she

believed was a stage two cancer, very

treatable. I then learnt that she underwent

a surgical procedure which revealed that

she had been misdiagnosed. The doctors

reportedly went inside, looked and

promptly closed her back up. For rea-

sons of privacy, I would not comment

more on this case.

I have a sneaking suspicion that the

rise in cancers may be linked to our diet.

Home cooked food is on the decline

among many young people. Many are

gravitating to the fast food outlets. I am

not ready to say that the increase in fast

food outlets is linked to the increase in

cancers, but it is a phenomenon worth in-

vestigating.

Not surprisingly, the doctors all say

that when a patient presents himself or her-

self, the cancer is far advanced. And I

could understand why. Most of us are

afraid to visit the doctor. Most of us do

not have a primary care physician, so we

live with our ailments.

Many of us are hypertensive, but we

simply do not know it. Of course, hyper-

tension is known as the silent killer. It is

only when we get a stroke or some other

ailment that we get the news from the doc-

tor. By then we may be too far gone.

Of course there is a little machine that any

of us could own. It is the blood pressure

monitor. But we don’t own one, because

for us, life is going on quite nicely.

I am hypertensive so I take care to con-

trol it. I exercise, watch my diet, and moni-

tor my pressure regularly. I would be in a

position to rush to the doctor knowing

what my ailment is.

The other thing that caught my atten-

tion this past week was the criticism of

Finance Minister Winston Jordan for sug-

gesting that one should not look down at

the ‘plantain chip lady.’ He was talking

about developing small businesses, since

the government cannot find employment

for everyone.

Over the years I have seen people

doing these little things and making a suc-

cess of their lives. My grandmother was

a property owner in Beterverwagting. She

had farmlands aback of the village so she

grew ground provisions, fruits and sugar

cane. She was rich by any standard, but

to look at her you would never know. She

did not have millions in the bank, but she

raised nine children, bought and built three

houses and always had food on the table.

There is one newspaper vendor who not

only owns her own   See page..............7
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Getting Out The Vote

____________________
Carlyle Harry.

When I analyze the amount of personal sacrifices that elected

officials have to make in order to satisfy the promises that they

make to their constituents; as well as the on-going needs and

desires that are expressed by those constituents...I am com-

pelled to admire those personnel who decide to put themselves

up for public Office, to take on those personal sacrifices.

The dedicated Politician (who I think Tony Jones is), has

to maintain private and public-relations with various publics,

he/she has to be there in times of sickness and crises, he/she

has to visit various churches and participate in their respective

events, he/she has to attend and participate in activities being

hosted by community organizations, he/she has to prepare for

and attend Legislative and Committee meetings, he/she has to

do a lot of traveling in order to keep appointments, he/she has

to read and respond to a variety of communications, he/she has

to take and respond to telephone calls.

Those are only a few basic obligations that the elected

Official has to face; of course, the elected Official has to take

care of his/her personal and family responsibilities.

So, in this era of poor voter turn-out, I have to issue an

appeal to the voters from the Precincts in which Mr. Jones is

contesting, to go out and cast their votes for him, on Tuesday,

November seventh.

Secondly, because MONEY is such an important variable

in Elections, I also have to make an appeal for readers to send

financial contributions to Tony Jones' Campaign.

Guyana has failed in the past two decades to comply with

the International Civil Aviation (ICAO) safety requirements, and

for this reason the Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA) has

been rated by the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as

a Category 2.

As a result, only US-based airlines can fly nonstop be-

tween Guyana and the United States, so with the demise

of Dynamic Airways two weeks ago, which provided non-stop

service between Georgetown and New York City, airlift be-

tween these two cities is at an all-time low.

The US government has refused to permit any new service

from Georgetown after the FAA in 2002 downgraded Guyana’s

safety ranking to a “category 2” status, meaning the country’s

aviation did not meet international standards as spelled out by

the ICAO. Thus, airlines based in Guyana cannot begin new

services or even add frequencies on existing routes to the US.

Category 2 is retarding the development of the local avia-

tion industry and especially as it relates to the Guyana/US mar-

ket. For example, it’s an impediment to attract carriers and en-

ter into code-share agreements. Since the demise of Guyana

Airways in 2001, Guyana lost its Category 1 status.

In tackling the CAT 1 issue, Tomas Chlumecky, an avia-

tion expert, heaped great praise on the new director of

the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA), Colonel Egbert

Field, who came back from Jamaica.

_______________________
Ray Chickrie

Two former senior officials of the Guyana Rice Develop-

ment Board (GRDB) are set to face at least 30 new fraud

charges.

Both former General Manager, Jagnarine Singh, and his

deputy, Madanlall ‘Ricky’ Ramraj, were at the Camp Road

office of the police’s Special Organised Crime Unit (SOCU),

with their lawyer, Glen Hanoman. Missing is Peter Ramcharran,

a former accountant, who is arrested and in custody in Canada,

pending extradition. Charges could be read in his absence.

This would be the second case, with SOCU expected to

lay more charges in a number of other cases, involving billions

of dollars.   

GRDB is the agency which regulates the country’s rice in-

dustry, one of the top three foreign currency earners for Guyana.

SOCU is investigating the findings of a forensic audit re-

port which was handed over to the police by the Coalition Gov-

ernment several months ago.

Already, in one case, six former high-ranking officials of

GRDB, including Jagnarine and Ramraj have been charged and

placed on $500,000 bail each for allegedly failing to make a

proper entry into a register of a company with the intent to de-

fraud $362M from the entity’s Republic Bank account.

The six officials also included General Secretary of the Pro-

ducers Association (RPA) and PPP/C Member of Parliament,

Dharamkumar Seeraj; former Permanent Secretary of the Min-

istry of Amerindian Affairs and PPP/C Member of Parliament,

Nigel Dharamlall; former General Manager of the Guyana Oil

Company Badrie Persaud and the Deputy Permanent Secre-

tary, Finance Ministry of Agriculture, Prema Roopnarine.

The accused all pleaded not guilty to the charges which

alleged that between January 1 and December 31, 2012, with

intent to defraud, they omitted or concurred to be omitted

$77.3M from the general ledger of the GRDB’s Republic Bank

account.

Similarly, between January 1 and December 31 of the years

2013, 2014 and 2015 with intent to defraud the entity, they are

alleged to have omitted or concurred to be omitted from the

said Republic Bank account, $9.7M, $130M and $145M for

three respective years.

__________________________

Everton Adams

Finance Minister Jordan, said that “there will be no new

taxes” in the 2018 Budget. Now that pronouncement is made

with the expressed intention to placate the poor and dispos-

sessed in our midst. Benign at best and diversionary as the Min-

ister continues on that eel-like, slippery, evasive slope when it

comes to the management of the nation’s finances.

Of course Mr. Jordan can afford the luxuries of an excuse

that there would not be any new taxes because the truth of the

matter is, there is nothing more to be taxed. Two years in office

and more than two hundred taxes that is record breaking by

any standard. One hundred taxes for each year. Fantastic! And

you call this good management. So, The Finance Minister has

had his fill on taxes the only move left is to consolidate on what

he has in his arsenal and make these mundane platitudes.

At least the budget would be balanced, there is no doubt

about that, with so many taxes floating around the treasury would

be inundated with what I call “cry money” from those monies

squeezed out of a tax fatigued nation. But at the end of the day

would the lives of The Guyanese People be any better, I hasten

to give a resounding no! What the minister should be talking

about is a reduction in taxes, the creation of income generated

investment, while giving the nation hope on job security. There

is no guarantee of the lessening of the hardships Guyanese face

as industries are arbitrarily shut down by this government and

more and more join the ranks of the jobless. How on earth can

those families sustain themselves? So, dear sir, your latest com-

ments are mere empty words.
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Insuring the Caribbean’s future
By: Sir Ronald Sanders

Insurers and re-insurers are facing major losses in the wake

of the damage done in the Caribbean and the United States by

Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. These losses will have a

direct and immediate impact on insurance premiums across the

entire Caribbean and the Eastern seaboard of the US.

Higher building and flood insurance costs coming on top

of the costs of rebuilding damaged properties will prove to be

too expensive to many home owners and proprietors of busi-

nesses. Consequently, even as reconstruction takes place in the

several islands that were hammered by these violent storms,

there will be many abandoned sites for many years to come.

Persons who find the costs of new insurance too high might

simply opt to collect insurance payments, if they were insured,

and walk away.

Those home owners and other proprietors, who were not

insured or were under-insured, have an even greater problem.

They have to find the money from their own resources to re-

build and they might well find that an impossibility. Hurricanes

don’t only destroy properties and take lives, they also create

unemployment and increase poverty – something that those who

deny Climate Change and Global Warming need to understand.

A government report on the US economy revealed that

the hurricanes led to the first job losses since 2010, the govern-

ment reported on Friday. The labour market lost 33,000 jobs

in September alone.

Insurers and re-insurers will raise their rates for certain in

the coming weeks. Some might collapse under the burden of

pay-outs from the hurricanes. Those that survive will increase

premiums not only because they have to recoup their losses but

also because they have to cover the enlarged risk posed by

bigger and fiercer hurricanes.

Global insurers and reinsurers have already issued profit

warnings. For instance, Lloyd’s of London has announced that

it expects net losses of US$4.5 billion from Hurricanes Harvey

and Irma. Lloyd’s 80-plus syndicates are reported to have al-

ready paid out more than US$160 million in claims from Harvey

and more than US$240 million from Irma with more claims to

come from the ravages of Hurricane Maria. And, Lloyd’s of

London insurer, Beazley, said losses from Hurricanes Harvey,

Irma and Maria and a series of earthquakes in Mexico would

reduce its 2017 earnings by about US$150 million. US prop-

erty insurer Chubb Ltd. estimated after-tax losses of up to

US$1.28 billion from Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, with claims

arising from Hurricane Maria not yet taken into account.

So, insurance premiums will increase, and a few insurance

companies might even decline coverage of certain properties

unless they are satisfied that they are built to withstand Cat-

egory 5 plus hurricanes, which has become the new normal.

It should be fairly obvious that insurers and re-insurers will

take the view that the rewards of providing insurance cover

might not be worth the risk, given the ferocity of hurricanes.

The only thing that would persuade them to take a different and

more favourable position is the legislation and implementation

of codes that require all buildings to adhere to high standards of

resilience.

Governments throughout the Caribbean, including those

that have been spared hurricanes in recent years, will now have

to legislate new building codes and they will have to police their

implementation with stringent penalties for builders who fail to

meet them.

In this regard there is a lesson to be learned from Mexico

City, where in the wake of repeated earthquakes over 30 years,

the government legislated tighter building codes and better con-

struction materials. Those building codes saved Mexico City

from a worst disaster than it experienced last month. But, less

devastation would have occurred had enforcement of the codes

not been deeply flawed and uneven.

So, the two lessons from the Mexico City experience are

that strong building codes are an absolute necessity and strict

enforcement is also vital to save lives and protect property.

As hurricane-damaged Caribbean countries now begin the

long and tortuous process of rebuilding, legislation of stronger

building codes and enforcement of those codes are imperative

not only to withstand the force of more powerful storms, but

also to convince insurers and re-insurers to continue giving prop-

erty owners adequate insurance coverage.

Caribbean countries that have not suffered from hurricanes

in recent years ought to follow the same pattern. Allowing re-

building at standards that applied previously is a prescription

for catastrophe. Year after year, the region could be faced with

a cluster of countries being decimated as has occurred this year.

And, if that were to happen, the region could become uninsur-

able, leaving little or no opportunity for rebuilding and ruining

economies irreparably.

All Caribbean countries are vulnerable, and any of them

could be a victim. In this connection, the legislation, implemen-

tation and policing of stringent building codes designed for the

greatest resilience has to become the benchmark for the entire

region.

The time to legislate and implement that benchmark is now.

Waiting for a disaster before taking these measures would be a

huge mistake for which the entire Caribbean would pay dearly

with few, if any countries or agencies, coming to their rescue.

All governments and their disaster preparedness

organisations should begin spreading a message that resilient

building across the length and breadth of their nations is essen-

tial. No person likes to expend money, particularly if no imme-

diate benefit can be seen for the expenditure. But, regret for not

spending to achieve a higher level of resistance would serve no

purpose in the wake of another hurricane’s devastation.

(Continued from cover page)   exile groups. They brought two

time bombs on board of plane in Trinidad and left them in the

cabin. The terrorists got off the plane in Barbados.

In 2005 the CIA declassified documents testified, that the

CIA possessed information about the terrorist attack and didn’t

do anything to prevent the disaster. Also President of Cuba ac-

cused the US Government of being an accomplice to the at-

tack.

Mourning ceremonies for the victims of the Cuban bombing

annually take place on October 6. Authorities and people lay

flowers and wreaths at the memorial of these victims.

‘Will-power is the key to success.

Successful people strive no matter what

they feel by applying their will to

overcome apathy, doubt or fear’

CSJAD Membership  is open to
Guyanese and their offspring.

Support our fundraising drive for 2017

Cubana disaster of 1976
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    FACING THE FACTS
     carlyle

 harry

CSJAD fundraising campaign fiscal year 2017: Target US$5,000- Please give generously

Can’t Kill (healthcare) Bill
The latest GOP effort to repeal and replace

Obama-Care was dealt a death blow on Monday,

September25th when it’s Maine Representative—Senator Su-

san Collins became the third Republican to oppose the latest

plan that was proposed by Senators Lindsay Graham and Bill

Cassidy.

Earlier, two other Republican Senators—John McCain

(Arizona), and Rand Paul (Kentucky) had indicated that they

were not going to support the Bill, because there was not enough

consultation on the contents of the new version of the repeal

and replace proposal.

In a comment on another failed bid to repeal and replace

Obama-Care, President Trump said “the Bill will fail, it looks

like Susan Collins and some others will vote against it, so we’re

going to lose two or three votes, and that’s the end of that”.

President Trump however insisted on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 27th, that the repeal of the Affordable Care Act was not

dead as yet, indicating that he expected to get a repeal bill passed

early next year.

THE REPUBLICANS

Many Analysts and Commentators have alluded that many

Republican Senators breathed sighs of relief that the latest Health-

Care bill was not tabled for a vote, because it saved them from

having to demonstrate their loyalties to President Trump; the

Sponsors of the bill; or the concerns/fears of their constituents,—

they did not have to choose between Party loyalty and commit-

ment to their constituents back at home.

A major fear being entertained by Republican Senators

who are seeking re-election next year, is that if they were iden-

tified as voting against the bill, they could be primaried.

• Of course, President Trump did not take the failure of the

latest version of the attempt to repeal and replace Obama-care,

well,—he reiterated his wonder that after seven years of Re-

publican Senators vowing “to get rid of Obama-care”, and be-

ing armed with the majority in the Senate, his Republican side

could not get a repeal bill passed.

But Columnist-Rich Lowry provided answers to Mr.

Trump’s concerns, he contended “this is the state of the GOP in

a nutshell, it’s a party locked in mortal combat between an es-

tablishment that is ineffectual and unimaginative, and a populist

wing that is ineffectual and inflamed....It is a governing coalition

locked in a bitter factional fight”.

Mr. Lowry recommends that the Republican Party “forges

coherence by creating legislative achievements”.

• On the other hand, one Leader who is receiving a lot of

praise and compliments, is the Democratic-Leader in the Sen-

ate—Chuck Schumer who in the multiple votes on the repeal-

ing and replacing of Obama-care, has been able to keep his

Side together, in spite of many(reported) threats and tempta-

tions from some ‘vulnerable’ Democratic Senators to

defect....Some commentators and pollsters are advancing that

the biggest loser is Senate Majority Leader-Mitch McConnell

who was once hailed as “the best Republican Senate Leader in

a generation”.

In summary, a group—called by any other name—Party

or Coalition could only be successful, if it has agreed goals and

purposes....It can hardly succeed with the presence of philo-

sophical or Ideological differences; and that is where the Re-

publican Party and its elected Officials find themselves at present.

Some Television analysts are hinting that the real reason

behind the firing of former Secretary of Health—Tom Price was

that the Healthcare Bill did not pass, because they kept repeat-

ing a warning that was issued by President Trump to Dr. Price

in July of this year, when Mr. Trump stated “you going to get it

passed—right?...you going to get the votes?...If not, you’re

FIRED”.

ROLLBACKS

Don’t be misled, the repeated Congressional defeats of

the Republican Party’s efforts to repeal and replace Obama-

Care, are not going to just end or disappear.

The Party is going to utilize other institutional and structural

means in order to undermine the existence of the Affordable

Care Act.

√ For example, on Friday October sixth, the Administration

introduced a pair of policies that were aimed at undercutting

protections for LGBT persons, and narrowing an Obamacare

mandate requiring birth control coverage.

On one front, Attorney General Jeff Simmons issued a Gov-

ernment-wide Guidance that could override many anti-discrimi-

nation protections for LGBT persons.

Mr. Sessions wrote “except in the narrowest circumstances,

no one should be forced to choose between living out his or her

faith, and complying with the Law”.

It was reported that Conservative personnel were ecstatic

over that shift in direction.

The Trump Administration also moved on October sixth to

roll back the requirement for employers to have to include birth

control in Health Insurance plans.

The Health and Human Services Department will allow

more employers with religious objections to opt out of the con-

traceptive-coverage rule that was instituted under the Afford-

able Care Act.

The Administration is estimating that approximately 200

employers have already voiced objections to the Obamacare

policy....Approximately 120,000 women would be affected by

that amendment.

• President of the American Congress of Obstetricians and

Gynecologists—Dr. Haywood Brown said the expansion could

reverse progress in lowering the rate of unintended pregnan-

cies.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo agreed with Dr. Brown, and under-

took to protect preventative care for women in New York.

The American Civil Liberties Union is heading up a list of

Organizations that are filing law suits against the recent announce-

ments of amendments to Obamacare.

On Thursday, October 12th, President Trump signed an

Executive-Order that is going to halt subsidy payments to In-

surers who sell coverage under Obamacare.

• House Democratic-Leader, Nancy Pelosi and Senate

Democratic-Leader, Charles Schumer slammed the decision as

“a spiteful act of vast, pointless sabotage”

New York’s Attorney General-Eric Schneiderman on indi-

cating that he and a number of his colleagues were going to be

suing Mr. Trump noted “I will not allow President Trump to

once again use New York families as political pawns in his dan-

gerous, partisan campaign to eviscerate the Affordable Care

Act at any cost.”

          **********

Yet another try

don’t know why?

To erase Obama-care

during this year,

To shave this policy

from the last President’s legacy.

For voters, health is personal

not political.
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Defending the indefensible

     here have been many calls over the years for a civilized

and respectful discourse on race relations in Guyana. The main

obstacle to such a discourse, however, is the ‘defensive’

posture usually adopted by a group when it is criticized by an-

other group.

We see this most clearly in the exchanges in the media

about the controversy which developed around statements made

by the press officer to the President of Guyana, and which is

henceforth referred to as the Nicholas-Garrett controversy.

The fact that a person from one political party and a par-

ticular ethnic group was subject to criticisms emanating origi-

nally from a person who belongs to another political party and

from another ethnic group, has led to a defensive posture being

adopted, which all but blinds objective discourse on the matter.

The danger of this ‘defensive’ posture is that it can turn a

rant into rage, as was evident over twenty years ago when

Desmond Hoyte, the then President of Guyana, went on a rant

about the ‘P’ mafia in Guyana.

Hoyte had attacked persons of the Portuguese commu-

nity, accusing them of belonging to an ethnic mafia. This was

because of criticisms which the Stabroek News and others were

making of his government.

Hoyte’s comments caused an outrage within the Portu-

guese community in Guyana. A number of persons of Portu-

guese extraction signed a petition which condemned Hoyte.

Immediately, the ‘defensive’ posture was adopted. A defence

was mounted by the government, claiming that the ‘P’ word

was used in the vernacular.

This, incidentally, is the same defence which is being used

in relation to the Nicholas-Garrett controversy. It was claimed

that she was merely using a word which was used quite com-

monly in Guyana.

In the case of Hoyte’s comments, the then PNC govern-

ment totally sidestepped the issue of context. Hoyte was not

simply speaking in the vernacular. He was attacking certain iden-

tified individuals and claiming that they belonged to an ethnic

mafia. He went as far as claiming that one individual had an

identity crisis, suggesting that the person had problems deciding

which race he belonged to. It was a cruel thing to say about

anyone.  The context, of course, turned Hoyte’s comments into

a racial rant.

This racial rant led to racial rage. The son of Guyanese

national poet, Martin Carter, turned up to an international cricket

match wearing a jersey with a slogan painted on which said that

he was a member of the “P’ mafia.  Immediately, the defensive

mechanism set in. The young man was set upon by thugs and

given a sound thrashing.

The defensive mechanism came to the fore after the publi-

cizing of the alleged Nicholas-Garrett texts. At least two popu-

lar online news feeds did not provide an iota of coverage of the

matter. Was it that they did not see the issue as warranting pub-

lic interest? An issue which made headlines in the print media

could not find coverage in certain online news feeds. Very inter-

esting!

The second defensive mechanism used was to attack the

person who had made the controversial texts public. It just hap-

pened that the person who publicized the issue on social media,

happened to be a PPP operative. This automatically led to a

defensive reaction. The person was attacked as making similar

statements in the past. This is typical of the defence used in

these cases. Attack the messenger.

Why did the publicizing of the Nicholas-Garrett text mes-

sages have to be made public only by someone from the PPP?

T
By: Peeping Tom

What about all those other media personnel who seemed to

have known about the contents of the Nicholas-Garrett text

messages? What about the social media news feeds? Why were

these obviously offensive comments not publicized by persons

outside of the PPP? Was it part of the defensive mechanism?

The third defensive mechanism was the obliviousness shown

to the context of the comments. The comments were actually

written down in text form and shared in a group chat. Thoughts

were put into words. Did the text, therefore not reflect a thought

process?

In the discourse that followed, including from some of

Guyana’s prominent ‘experts’ on race relations, context was

totally ignored. The issue was reduced to the use of the ‘C’

word and not the context and uses to which it was put. The

debate centred on the common uses of the ‘C’ word. No sen-

sitivity was shown to how others would have been affected by

the comments made. This tactic was part of the defensive mecha-

nism.

But what really took the prize was the defence by the Presi-

dent of Guyana. His posture needs a more detailed analysis,

which will be done in tomorrow’s edition.

(Continued from page.............3)  home, but who bought a brand

new car a few years ago. My cousin is a vendor at Square of

the Revolution and she is doing pretty well raising her children.

Just yesterday she told me that she was planning to accompany

her son to Barbados for some karate tournament.

These are only two. I see the people selling cook up rice

by the big tree in the vicinity of the courts and I know they make

money. There are people walking around with trays and bas-

kets selling small condiments. I even see the people selling

brooms.

Major cassareep and seasonings abound in the supermar-

kets. Major started very small. He never had to work with any-

one. The list goes on. Those of us who cannot get a government

job could very well work with ourselves. Many of us make

money, but we are not recognized because we are not hounded

by the tax man.

We do not make a noise, but we get along. I have relatives

who are illiterate but who have more money than I do. I have an

uncle in Beterverwagting who now owns a house that is the

envy of many. One of his sons is rearing pigs. If only he was a

bit more academically capable he would have been wealthy

and doing much better.

If the truth is to be told, most of Guyana is self-employed.

These people are doing very well. The call by Minister Jordan

is no empty call, so all those who snigger are those who have a

mindset that never developed any country.

Frightening increase in Cancer cases

_______________________

Remember LFS Burnham,

Visionary Leadership

His Legacy Not Yet Contextualized

CSJAD calls for a
National Commission to investigate

Racial Unity and an end to
Racialized Voting
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A Nation Wonders
VVVVVoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concernsoicing Concerns...............      Dr. Asquith Rose Bigotry, Hatred and Fear

From all indications, the country seems to be heading in a

direction that the government itself does not like but is doing all

it can to steer it away from disaster. The economy is struggling,

private sector investment is at a standstill, tourism seems to be

on the decline and cost of living has spiraled out of control. The

crime rate is down, but there are serious concerns about a number

of other issues, such as traffic fatalities, domestic violence and

child murders. The poverty rate is increasing and blackouts

continue all across the country. While the government appears

to be waiting on cash inflows from oil to solve the financial woes

and improve the well-being of the masses, the people are strug-

gling to make ends meet.

Many are jobless and are hopeless about their future and

their prosperity. And while the government has done a number

of good things, including the cleaning up of the city, reduction in

crime and the illegal sale of drugs and some minor improvement

in infrastructure, it has not addressed most of the problems af-

fecting youths. Many are dumfounded at the way they are being

treated by some members of the cabinet.

Their perception is that those in authority are aloof and are

putting their personal interests ahead of those of the country.

This is taking place at a time when spending has slowed, and

many businesses, especially stores are facing hard times. Many

have had to lay off some of their employees. Others have had

to reduce the working hours of their workers in order to cope

with the low sales situation. The future seems bleak for retailers

and people in general.

The dollar is sinking, foreign currency earnings have re-

duced, borrowing has increased and the cost to pay the interest

on the foreign debt has risen to over 65 percent of the country’s

gross domestic product in the last two years. Money that should

be funding our schools to provide a good education to stu-

dents, our hospitals to provide adequate health care to the

people, keeping our cities clean, and building shelters for the

homeless are being spent on paying our huge debt.

It seems that constitutional reform, transparency and account-

ability which have been a major plank of the coalition’s cam-

paign are now on the back burner.

It has not apologized for the alleged threat issued to a judge

by the Attorney General and the President’s rejection of the

Chief Justice’s pronouncement of “any other fit and proper per-

son” in regards to the appointment of a Chairman of GECOM.

Many believe that this was an attempt to undermine judicial

independence and by extension the separation of powers as

mandated by the constitution. The former Attorney General who

had allegedly threatened the lives of Kaieteur News reporters

has stated that threatening anyone is a serious offence, but threat-

ening a judge and to reject of the High Court’s decision are

very dangerous.

Legal experts have claimed that an independent judiciary

is the sine qua non to a democratic society. Every legal system,

either through a written constitution or conventions has created

an institutional framework designed to protect citizens and

strengthen democracy. The reality is a government that is not

trusted by many and a president who seems not to have leader-

ship qualities are operating as some unknown entity while the

nation wonders.

 "Emancipate yourself from mental slavery,"

because "None but ourselves can free our minds"

One of the most important changes in the world today is

the legalization of same sex marriage in the United States,

Canada, Britain and several other countries. While many have

accepted same sex relationships, Guyana and several other

countries in the Caribbean with traditionally diverse and liberal

societies have rejected them.

In these countries, there is an increasing level of homopho-

bia and what is right or wrong. Their bigotry is deep-rooted

and it is aimed at those whose sexuality is different from the

norm in society. Members of the Lesbian, Bisexual, Gays and

Transsexual (LBGT) society have spoken about the discrimi-

nation, pain, suffering and fear they have endured from those in

society who see them as outcasts.

In some islands, especially in Jamaica, the musical lyrics

that have become very popular, have been openly homopho-

bic. They pour scorn on those who are gay or bisexual. They

often incite violence against LBGTs.

LBGTs have often spoken of the difficulty of living in some

of the islands and of maintaining close connections with family.

It dates as far back to the time of the ancient Greeks. It appears

that the advent of social media has given permission to all and

sundry to heap abuse and to garner support for unfettered big-

otry and hate towards LBGTs.

For decades, writers and artists from the Caribbean who

because of their gay lifestyle have felt obliged to distance them-

selves from the public and go into voluntary exile because of

physical violence and humiliation against them. In more liberal

societies such as the United States, Britain and Canada, it is no

longer necessary for people of different sexual orientations to

hide within cliques, whether these are religious or secular.

Many politicians have openly stated that they are in same-

sex relationships. For example, in Ireland the Prime Minister

lives with his gay male partner, who is a medical doctor.

On May 17, the world celebrated the International Day against

Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia. The observance was

meant to draw the attention of the public, decision-makers, and

the media to the challenges faced by LGBT people. It was an

opportunity to explore societal issues like discriminatory laws.

This year’s theme focuses on the role of families and the well-

being of LGBTI members. The revelation that a person’s sexual

orientation or gender identity is at odds with cultural norms or

religious teachings is distressing for many families.

In 2014, an online survey in the Caribbean found that three

out of five LBGTs actually kept their sexuality a secret from

their families, mainly because of rejection, being disowned,

abused or being kicked out of their parents’ home.

In Latin America, 70 percent of transgender women and girls

were thrown out from their homes. This year’s LBGT celebra-

tion is a reminder that we must also address these issues in our

homes.

In 2012, the Jagdeo regime had publicly stated that Guyana

was not ready for same sex marriage. Five years later, the

Granger administration has decided to hold a referendum on

the issue. But the harsh reality is that the bulk of society wants

no part of legal homosexuality. Homosexual men on public dis-

play are still sources of humour because the society does not

take them seriously. Homosexual women still evoke anger among

their peers. The National Assembly passed a conscience vote

on homosexuality but the then President Bharrat Jagdeo re-

fused to assent to it because of pressure from the religious com-

munity. This had nothing to do with human rights especially since

the religious community often touts the rights of the individual.

Its reluctance to stand up for what is right seems to be a dis-

guise of their own homophobia.



9

The story of a failed country
By: Freddie Kissoon

Transforming Guyana requires racial harmony and revers-

ing the pattern of Racialized Voting. The absence of which-

preclude being an equal and prosperous society- (Tony Jones)

       ecently, our family was leaving to go out. My daugh-

ter and I were in the yard ready to drive off. As my wife was

coming through the door, she yelled out to me; “I’m turning off

the fridge,” to which I responded, “Why? We have ice-cream,

yogurt and meat.”

She then explained that with the daily blackouts we get at

Turkeyen, she doesn’t want to take any chances leaving the

fridge on while we are out because the resumption of electricity

can come in a burst and damage the fridge.

When we leave home, we turn off all switches except the

fridge but my wife has included that now. I was pensively silent

for a brief moment as my wife joined us in the yard. Those

words of my wife tell the sadness of at least one citizen in this

land – me.

Here in the 21st century, I, a product of the 20th century,

have to turn off the fridge whenever I leave my home because

of daily electricity disruptions. As a young unmarried man studying

at UG, I endured blackouts and those interruptions have fol-

lowed me since then into my mid-sixties. If such a country has

not failed then, there are no longer any yardsticks to use to

measure development.

I am not going to continue this column on blackouts; I did

too many. But one incident, Sunday, needs mentioning. There is

a lady in Eccles that has been an avid read of this page over the

years. She would call from time to time to tell me about stupid

and heartless things taking place.

She called on Sunday afternoon to inform me about black-

outs where she lived for the entire day. I was laughing as we

chatted because she was complaining about something we at

Turkeyen were in the middle of right there and then. We had

electricity withdrawal the entire Sunday.

So what is new about blackouts? Well, nothing. But here

is the thing. In the midst of this abysmal failure of Guyana to

provide electricity to its citizens, I have to endure the energy of

a political party that ruled my country for twenty-three years

and wants to control it again. In case you don’t know, twenty-

three years is just a year short of six consecutive terms for many

presidents and prime ministers.

How can one particular organization administer a country

for twenty-three years and could not dissolve the electricity dif-

ficulties? I have to see the faces of these past leaders in the

newspapers telling Guyanese about their abilities and capacities

to run Guyana after 2020 when they ran it for twenty-three

years and left us without electricity. David Hinds constantly re-

minds us that this terrible party that ruined Guyana is on a media

rampage.

After a political rampage for twenty-three years that

stopped the flow of electricity they are now on a media blitz to

inform us of their presence and intention to rule Guyana again.

So let’s assume they get back in. All Guyanese from age sixty

and up will end up in their eighties and die and not have electric-

ity in their homes because if they couldn’t fix it in twenty-three

years why assume that they will overcome it in another twenty-

three years?

I honestly doubt Guyana will survive in twenty-three years’

time. There are souls in this country that truly believe salvation

has arrived at last because oil money will make us rich. Re-

minds one of the hackneyed, worn out expression – live in hope,

die in despair. But seriously I doubt anyone in Guyana these

past sixty years has really lived in hope.

So I have to turn off my fridge when I leave my home but

all is not lost. The Government of Guyana has announced that it

has accepted funding from the British Government to landscape

R

three waterfront sites for recreational purposes. The adjective,

“recreational” was the word in the press release.

The places are Stabroek Square, Vreed-en-Hoop stelling

and the Georgetown seawall from Kingston to Ogle.

After that refurbished architecture, Guyana then becomes

a country for old men because the older folks can take their

spouses to Vreed-en-Hoop and have a rebirth of nocturnal ro-

mance. I will definitely take Janet Kissoon to Vreed-en-Hoop

to see how the moonlight illuminates the Demerara River. But I

have a personal dilemma. I love ice-cream terribly. I use non-

sugar and not fat ice cream daily. It is always in the fridge. After

coming home from Vreed-en-Hoop, I won’t have ice cream.

Remember I have to switch off the fridge each time I leave

home.
__________________________

I was on the picket line with Joe Harmon outside the

Marriott Hotel. We were protesting the lack of employment of

locals on the NICIL-funded project. He asked me where was

Mark Benschop.

I told him Benschop has a one-man picket at the home of

NICIL’s head, Winston Brassington because, he, Benschop felt

that place should be the focus of the picket. I was also on the

picket line with Ronald Bulkan protesting the official opening of

the Marriot.

Bulkan is now a senior in the Cabinet.  Joe Harmon is now

one of the most powerful ministers in the administration. The

talk on the street since May 2015 is that Harmon in the context

of actual power as against legal authority is next to Granger.

One endangers one’s credibility if one is going to state publicly

that in practical terms, (maybe not in legal terms) the Prime

Minister is next to the President.

I will assess the role of the Prime Minister in a forthcoming

column. Suffice it to say, I do not see a legacy for Nagamootoo

based on the present conjecture.

The Government of which Bulkan and Harmon are senior

ministers has retained not only the functions of NICIL but the

name itself. But how did the name NICIL travel under the

Jagdeo/Ramotar presidencies? The answer is that it did not travel

well and for one graphic reason; this newspaper relentlessly

showed how NICIL was used in violation of the financial laws

of this country as a vehicle for wild spending of central funds.

Why should the post-2015 government change the name?

Because these things have negative symbols that you need to

erase, since it invokes the sins of the past regime. If you keep

the name, there will always be the fallout that when you were in

opposition you chastised the institution because it was just pro-

paganda you were sprouting.

What did the APNU+AFC leader have to lose with a clean

break with the past by renaming NICIL? Is it possible that the

opposition can sustain succor among its supporters by saying

when we were in government, NICIL was the Anti-Christ, but

look how they find NICIL useful now they are in government?

The blunt reality is that all PPP leaders are saying this all

over Guyana and it is pretty pyrotechnical at the bottom house

meetings. I was told at one bottom house meeting, a certain

former Minister made reference to NICIL and the travel cost

for the new harbour bridge and exclaimed; “You see the devils

we now have to deal with?     See page................12

By: Freddie Kissoon

APNU+AFC is ignoring the PPP’s mistakes
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Greenidge, truth, and double standards
By: Lincoln Lewis

There was a well-articulated letter in the press last week

calling for a Ministry of Economic Planning and suggesting that

Carl Greenidge heads same. Recommendations of such nature

cannot be overlooked at a time when all interest groups, includ-

ing government, have accepted that the country’s economic per-

formance has slowed to the point where it requires appropriate

initiatives to jump start and sustain. Hear me out here, advanc-

ing a step further than what Kirton has proposed.

When Guyana was experiencing its economic downturn in

the 1980s, some of which had to do with foreign and domestic

politics and escalating global oil prices, an austerity programme

was developed which was headed by then Minister of Finance

Greenidge, under the presidency of Desmond Hoyte.

In 1989 when the plan– the Economic Recovery

Programme (ERP) – was unveiled, it was challenged by the

trade unions and other forces. For the trade union community

the concern primarily had to do with its potential impact on ac-

tive employment and the quality of life for workers/citizens.  Not-

withstanding the positions taken by labour and other stakehold-

ers, Greenidge stayed the course. And whereas the trade union

can still argue the adverse economic consequences visited on

the lives of workers, such as unemployment and erosion of real

wages, it would be remiss not to acknowledge that this

programme kicked start the economy and put the country on a

course where economic growth was recorded over continuous

periods.

When Cheddi Jagan was elected to office in 1992, he was

advised by his Minister of Finance Asgar Ally to continue the

ERP, though it should be said the PPP had campaigned on scrap-

ping it. The growth from the ERP was on a continuous trajec-

tory into the late 1990s. When we read letters in the press from

persons like Donald Ramotar and Norman Whittaker boasting

that the PPP delivered economic growth and that it was the best

time for Guyana and Guyanese, they are failing to give credit

where credit is due.  The legitimate growth in this economy dur-

ing the PPP’s tenure was due to the infrastructure put in place

by Hoyte/Greenidge and retained by Jagan/Ally.

Every programme has a life cycle based on the dynamics in

the society. The PPP in the absence of new legitimate concepts

and ideas held on to Hoyte/Greenidge’s ERP and the failure in

creating a new programme to replace the one whose life cycle

had come to an end, the country began experiencing what we

have been told is negative growth. This basically means that the

country’s economy was not growing. In fact, Guyana was ex-

periencing another economic downturn.

This however was not as a result of international pressure

and other factors, but that of absence of vision and where any

agitation in society became the bogeyman to justify economic

incompetence or make the people feel that they have to be still

and silent, even in the midst of political overreach, corruption,

violating of laws, transgressing of citizens’ rights, etc.

What we experienced under Bharrat Jagdeo’s leadership,

both as Minister of Finance and President, was the absence of

a legitimate developmental programme, where officialdom fa-

cilitated the rise and expansion of the narco-trade to fill the

vacuum and mask the absence of vision and an ERP that had

already served its purpose.

What was happening in the economy was that government

was announcing big projects, major institutions such as bauxite

were privatised as sugar was being sustained through bad in-

vestments such as the Skeldon Factory, tens of billions thrown

into the sector not with the intent to revitalise and sustain, but as

a means to channel taxpayers’ money to friends and cronies,

with another example too being the billions of dollars thrown

behind Fip Motilall to build a road to the hydro project.

Sugar and bauxite have been two major economic pillars

in this society that attracted labour to each sector primarily from

the two major races, Indians and Africans. Under the PPP these

industries were no longer driven by similar policies and

programmes that the ERP had put in place, leading to racial

discrimination in the economy, the exacerbating of mistrust and

conflict among the masses.  Undergirding this situation of illicit

activities had ensnared the system of government which cre-

ated a false sense of growth and well-being.

Professor Clive Thomas did extensive writings on the

criminalised state, narco-economy and their attendant evils un-

der the Jagdeo government. The narco-economy according to

him was assessed to be between 40-60 percent of the economy

and in the case of the criminalised state Transparency Interna-

tional ranked Guyana as the most corrupt English-speaking

Caribbean country.  This is Jagdeo’s legacy on the economy.

Government carries the responsibility to put structures and

systems in place to create the enabling environment for pro-

ductive economic endeavours of the citizens, and at all times

being mindful of its leading role to weld the nation’s diversity

groups and provide equal opportunities for all. The Jagdeo

administration failed in this regard and where this government

has rightly led in moving to excise the underground economy, it

cannot ignore that a legitimate programme becomes necessary

to replace the dirty money being taken out.

People have to survive and their needs for self-actualisation

met. Where Jagdeo in recognising such pursued the path of

having some fulfil their needs through illicit activities, this gov-

ernment must recognise that it has to implement programmes to

fulfil the said needs of all through legitimate activities.

Here is where Greendige, arguably the only person in ac-

tive politics today with a record tried, tested, and proven to the

country’s benefit is deserving a closer look, whether in the ca-

pacity of similar responsibility he can once again take this country

on a legitimate course towards development.

Last week former workers of Wales Estate hosted a press

conference to bring to the nation’s attention the deprivation they

are facing since the estate’s closure. As the nation pursues so-

cial cohesion, it was expected that the Government would have

taken all precautions in addressing this closure by bringing the

stakeholders to the table with a view of finding common ground.

The explanation that some stakeholders will not cooperate does

not exonerate government from putting the mechanism in place

and inviting them to the table. What the society is currently ex-

periencing is a replay of Jagdeo’s policy and programme in

treating with the bauxite industry by excluding stakeholders.

Employees in the bauxite industry are primarily Africans.

When Jagdeo, an Indian leader, deliberately pursued the poli-

tics of exclusion, the opposition PNC- representative unions

and other stakeholders of the bauxite community were offended

and rightly so, since the decisions on the industry carried seis-

mic consequences for the well-being of those affected.

Sugar has a primarily Indian-dominated workforce. A govern-

ment that is being led by a person who is seen as an African has

to be mindful where exclusion continues to take place in deci-

sion-making on the industry. It cannot

absolve itself from being held to the same standard society

rightly held Jagdeo to in his mishandling of the bauxite industry

and the mistreatment meted out to the stakeholders.

To learn, via the media, that after the closure of the estate

that a social amelioration programme has now been developed

to address the fall-outs of the actions taken   See page........12



11

When we were in power these things were bad.” I was

told he then said to the attendees; “Tell me; how come they

ain’t bad now?” Those were the exact words, I was told he

used. For me, it is a mystery why NICIL could not have been

given another appellation.

You wake up each day and you see the mistakes of this

government that catapults them right into the den of the opposi-

tion. Even if you want to move Sophia squatters, you do not do

it that way. Why a carefully drafted plan of relocation was not

worked out? Why move the vendors from the pavement by

DEMICO, citing criminal behaviour and dirty surroundings as

if these two types of negatives cannot be surmounted?

I will never forget, I mean never forget that on the ‘60

Minutes Programme’ I saw where in the uncivilised hours of the

morning, the City Council washes the main streets of Paris. If

you don’t believe me, please Google it. I am not against moving

vendors and squatters for national infrastructural necessities; in

all countries that is done. But Guyana is poor.

One Guyanese icon described Guyana as “piss poor.”

When we act so cruelly against vendors and squatters we for-

get that we are devastating really, really poor people. When I

saw that photograph of a woman and her children standing be-

hind their demolished little home, I know my election campaign

days are awaiting me.

I didn’t know until I read it that the editor of the PNC

organ, New Nation is a public servant that works in the press

section of the Office of the President.

The question is not the person’s integrity; he may be quite

professional; it is whether such appearances should not be

avoided because it conjures up very soiled images.

Why not get an editor to work at New Nation who is a

self-employed professional or a private sector employee? In

that case, you do not play into the hands of your detractors.

Maybe APNU+AFC is on a self-destructive pathway

(Continued from page.............9)

APNU+AFC is ignoring the PPP’s mistakes

(Continued from page.......10)  is tantamount to putting the cart

before the horse.  In 1989 when Greenidge outlined the ERP,

inherent in the programme was the establishment of measures

to cushion economic dislocation, which included training and

education to equip persons to enter a new economy, employ-

ment and economic opportunities.

Notably absent in national planning where there exists a

programme to remove narco and other illegal money from the

system, there is no programme to replace that money society

has grown accustomed to being circulated and around which

people could have planned their lives.

Let us not forget that man’s need for survival and self-

actualisation drives the principal reason for his existence, and

where these are not met by legitimate means will be pursued

illegitimately.  It is the function of government to ensure mea-

sures are put in place to realise the former and punish the latter.

At the same time, government cannot absolve itself of the re-

sponsibility for creating the enabling environment for legitimacy

to function and must take responsibility for failing to do so that

would allow for illegitimacy to survive.  This government must

not repeat the pitfalls of Jagdeo.

In saying all of the above it is not lost on me in a society as

big as ours where the politics of smallness is pandered to, the

facts spoken here about Greendige can lead to jealously and

the potential of him being ostracised. It is my hope however

that in every environment where truth is essential for growth

and development such can be respected, positives emulated,

adverse conduct shunned, double standards avoided and there

be realised the use of appropriate and available resources to

get the job done, in order that society and all could benefit. It

remains my fervent hope the nation gravitates to this path.

_______________________

Greenidge, truth, and double standards

(Continued from page....2)  show his personal antipathy for Nicolas

Maduro but he should be ashamed to involve the organization

he represents.

This victory for democracy in Venezuela has been suc-

cinctly expressed by Bolivian President, Evo Morales, who

posted a tweet that said,

“Democracy has won over intervention and conspiracy.

The people defend their sovereignty and dignity.”

The second front where this election can claim a victory is

likely the most welcome: Desire of people to live in peace. The

large turnout of voters is both a testimonial to fearless defiance

and a statement of aspiration for a country at peace. Around 10

million Venezuelans have agreed to engage in this electoral dia-

logue in the understanding that violence cannot be a bargaining

chip.

Telesur reported the president of the National Constituent

Assembly, Delcy Rodriguez praising the Venezuelan people for

going to the polls and ratifying their desire to live in peace.

“This was an election convened by the National Constitu-

ent Assembly and we were not mistaken,” said Rodriguez. “This

election has allowed us to consolidate the peace and to defend

(our) sovereignty.”

The victory of Chavismo on the political front is perhaps

the most tangible for political analysts. Despite the economic

Time to Celebrate in Venezuela

hardship in Venezuela caused by harsh US sanctions, despite

negative media propaganda, and despite months of street vio-

lence triggered by the opposition that caused 126 deaths, Ven-

ezuelans are still putting their trust in support of the governing

party, the PSUV, with a 54% overall popular vote. Considering

that the PSUV is a party openly anti-imperialist that fiercely

advocates for independence and sovereignty, the vote signals a

rejection of any direct intervention by the United States. Evo

Morales rightly interpreted this sentiment in his tweet,

“The people triumphed over the empire. Luis Almagro lost

with his boss Trump.”

The opposition MUD has not performed badly if we take

into account that they gained two more states compared to the

three they had in the 2012 elections. (States gained by the op-

position in the 2017 elections: Anzoategui, Merida, Nueva

Esparta, Tachira and Zulia)

However, early indications suggest that the opposition will

not respect the democratic process in the days to come, will

reject the offer of peace and dialogue, and will not recognize

the elections results. In fact, they have already called for a re-

count and at the same time for “street actions” in protest.

In a true democracy differences in state politics is not a

ground for revolt, but the continued belligerent attitude of the

opposition MUD is dangerously fueled by the US, Canada and

increasingly by the EU. This is precisely the kind of interference

that Venezuela does not need and the Bolivarian Revolution is

fighting back. Under these circumstances, the opposition can-

not be trusted and nobody can lower the guard.

GTCSJAD
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Extraordinary people
survive under the most
terrible circumstance

and they become more
extraordinary due to it.

       NOTHING

It is important to
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cannot be considered in

isolation. Instead,
the solution requires a
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broader approach...
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When the Nuclear Violator becomes the Accuser
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25th to 29th

Cricket Council USA: T20 Tournament. At: 3700 N.W. 11th Place,

Lauderhill, Florida. For info. Call: 561-392-4800.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28th

Senior Guyanese Association: Fall Dance. At: Flipper’s Fish House

Banquet Hall, 2300 Lawrence Ave., E. Scarborough. Cash Bar.

Music: Dj Jones. Donation: $30. Call 416-492-8557 or 499-0470

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29th

PAKARAIMA Writers Association (Guyanese Caribbean Writ-

ers and Artists Association & Colleagues of the Caribbean): A

Literary Luncheon- Poetry, stories & special guest reader. From:

1:00 to 5:30 p.m. At: FORUM Banquet Hall. Call: 416-904-7912.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5th

Bridges Global Medical Missions: Fundraising Luncheon.  At: Ter-

race on the Park, Flushing Meadows Park, Queens. Cost: $125.

Music: Foundation Band, Dj Flex etc. Call Noel: 404-454-6939.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13th & TUESDAY 14th

Department of Public Health Region 5 and Bridges Global Medi-

cal Missions: Two days of free medical clinic, which includes:

Obstetrics and gynecology, ears, nose and throat, pediatricians,

dental care etc. At: Mahaicony Hospital. From: 9:00 am/4:00 pm.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18th

The Caribbean Voice: Invites you to its 3rd Annual El Dorado

Awards & Dinner (In Guyana). At: Park Vue International Hotel

Bouquet Hall. From: 6 pm. For info. Call Nazim: 644-1152 or in

U.S.A. Contact: Annan: 646-461-0574 or Tanuja: 732-534-2846.

In recent years, references by the West in relation to Iran’s

peaceful nuclear programme, have been constantly accusatory,

using terms like nuclear threat or nuclear danger. The signing

of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPA) has not been

followed by a reduction in the use of such accusatory terminol-

ogy by the West, both in formal and informal settings.

Recent examples are statements from British Foreign Min-

ister, Boris Johnson, who while announcing UK support for the

JCPA and emphasising the importance by all parties (particu-

larly the US) to uphold their commitment to the nuclear accord,

states in relation to Iran that “The nuclear deal was a crucial

agreement that neutralised its nuclear threat”; and the head of

EU’s Security and Foreign Policy, Federica Mogherini, who

responding to the likelihood of US leaving the agreement, said

that “The deal has prevented, continues to prevent, and will

continue to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons.”

It is to be noted that Iran, after the Islamic Revolution vic-

tory, reiterated its commitment to the nuclear Non-Proliferation

Treaty (NPT). Despite many shortcomings of the NPT and the

nuclear weapons non-proliferation regime, particularly its ex-

tremely discriminatory nature, the Iran leader, issued a Fatwa

banning at the highest level of state authority and without any

proviso, the production, storage, use, and threat of use of nuclear

weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction.


