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The shaman had pre-
dicted that the struc-
tures of reciprocity 
would tumble. Myths 
and dreams would be 
ruptured by the echo of 
falling trees. Oil hunters 
would shake the land 
and the seas. They would 
squeeze the saplings dry 
in a brisk trade to get the 
green dollar to construct 
vertopoeia.

But Dan George did 
not believe. How could 
he?  Humankind was 
the perfect creation in 
His image and likeness. 
How could it put greed 
in place of need?  It is 
2050. Dan George stands 
at the center of Fifth Av-
enue. It is vertopic, tech-
nology with humanism. 
He could see tall towers 
for miles, the architec-
ture of the future.  

The farmscrapers 
were green with almond 
trees. Last week, the 
Prefect of the Borough 
lamented the shortage 
of cows. The savan-
nahs were rich with top 
grass but the cows were 
gone, slaughtered for 
their prime ribs. Two red 
drones docked on the 
pad, carrying the blue-
print of another green 
revolution.

The Prefect called 
this meeting. He looked 
at the vertopolis from 
Fifth Avenue and could 
see the multi-colored 
drones of the leaders 
parked on the 35th fl oor. 
Two buildings that were 
pasted next to each other 
dimmed their lights and 
a fl at screen appeared. 
The leaders touched the 
number 9 on their wrist 
pads and they were con-
nected.

The Prefect, a tall man 
with wizened features 
and a shrill in his voice 
paused for effect and 
then he spoke: ‘Thanks 

Kigali was not far be-
hind Peking City as a 
global attraction with 
its ultra modern airport, 
offi ce blocks, and retail 
centers.

In Asia, Astana has 
confounded all with its 
feverish construction, 
and an ingenuity that is 
innovative and eclectic. 
Like the Prefect, Astana 
has been the vision of 
one person, its President. 
In Latin America, Curiti-

ba has embraced a green 
philosophy and has ex-
panded its transportation 
networks to connect with 
the rest of Brazil. Ajmer, 
in India, has only two 
traffi c lights that work 
but by 2040 this city will 
be a model for economic 
growth. Where will the 
fi fth city be located?

The planners began 
to plot on their grids. 
Drones and cable cars 
were great but Lagos in 
2100 will have 100 mil-
lion persons. How does 
one regulate the traffi c in 
these megacities? It was 

decided to experiment 
with QC’s, with sepa-
rate lanes. The QC’s, or 
quad cycles, would have 
four wheels, accommo-
date a family of three 
with space for luggage 
and will use foot pow-
er and rideshares. They 
were introduced in 2025 
in Singapore with much 
success.

Then there are the 
folding cars. Since their 
manufacture in 2030 they 

have become immensely 
popular. Designed for 
two the Trident could be 
folded in half to reduce 
space. What is even bet-
ter is that it is self-driven; 
with the diversifi cation 
of solar energy there is 
wireless charging, plugs 
are no longer needed. 
Mini-Tv’s on wrists con-
nect online to stations 
that give information on 
everything while robots 
can be programmed to 
prepare dishes and pick 
up the trash. 

There would be Wi-
Fi’s in the subway and in 

planes. Modern virtual 
classrooms will connect 
to remote areas using 
wireless technology and 
police will use data in 
real time to solve crimes. 
Outdoor Speakers will 
play music and double 
up by providing LED 
lights and carry panic 
buttons in case of emer-
gencies.

Smartphones will 
re-organize space in the 
vertopolis. The kitchen 
will double up as a living 
room while the bedroom 
can be rearranged to be-
come a lounge. But it is 
in eating that the most 
revolutionary leaps will 
be made. Utensils will 
automatically fi gure out 
the amount of nutrition 
from food and will dis-
play it.

You are sitting in 
a restaurant and your 
fork will let you know 
when the food was pre-
pared, its temperature, 
and how many calories 
it contains. You will be 
warned when you are 
about to exceed your 
caloric intake. If you ig-
nore it the fork will beep 
every half-minute.

The Internet of the 
Future holds out much 
promise. It will human-
ize parks in the towers. 
Songdo rose from the 
marshes and offered 
seamless cohesion. Dan 
George looked at the 
new vertopolis. It was 
way better than Kubrick. 
The city had become 
a logical village. The 
chief must be resilient. 
Dan George synthesized 
the information stored 
in Cloud and his heart 
soared. Did his peo-
ple know that in the far 
reaches of outer space 
were the seeds of anoth-
er civilization?

for the drones. But they 
are not the future. We 
meet at a critical time. 
I need not remind you 
that only fi ve years ago 
we had a terrible war. It 
was 2045, exactly one 
hundred years from the 
last war. But ours was 
different. We need wa-
ter, lands, and dominion 
over the seas.’

He paused and saw 
the cable cars carrying 
rice paddy. ‘ What we 
have is the future. Ver-
topoeia is not even a 
word in the lexicon. You 
can’ fi nd it in search en-
gines. We had to create 
it, like so many other 
things. Vertical living 
is the way forward. Get 
accustomed to it. North 
Korea will fall into line. 
And you know the cost 
that entailed. So we have 
fi ve cities that will be the 
wave, the Master Plan of 
the future.  

We will name four 
and the fi fth will have 
to work to make the 
list. We must use them 
as prototypes and plan 
for the next century. We 
must bring the farms to 
the city, regulate traffi c, 
dispose of the garbage, 
sustain our water supply 
and use technology to 
improve the human con-
dition.

We must retool and 
repackage information 
to move away from the 
conglomerates and in 
the hands of small-scale 
media houses that will 
provide accurate and less 
costly reporting. The ur-
ban population has out-
paced the rural areas. 
Over 80 percent of hu-
manity lives in cities.

The benefi ts of ver-
tical living are obvious. 
Our islands in the seas, 
with their wind power, 
are paying great divi-
dends. Our rice and cane 

cultivation in farmscrap-
ers are thriving and we 
have seafood without 
having to disturb the sea. 
The whales and dolphins 
are happy in our urban 
lakes. Solar energy is 
running our homes and 
industries and sending 
ships into space. But we 
have to do more. I am 
leaving you to come up 
with ideas to plan for the 
next century. Long live 
Vertopoeia.’ A click on 

the wrist pads and the 
leaders were gone. The 
Prefect retreated to his 
domescraper to be greet-
ed by his female com-
panions, Dora and Aho-
ra. He paused, looked at 
them and rolled his eyes. 
Ahora said, ‘ You can’t 
reprogram us, we have 
destroyed the chip.’

The fi rst of the fi ve 
cities was Peking City 
that was built about 40 
miles outside of Nairo-
bi. The Chinese pumped 
millions into urban plan-
ning to attract Africa’s 
growing middle class. 

The city became a village. Dan 
George dusted the tome. It was 

more than 500 years old. The idea was 
to bend the universe, to create perfec-
tion in a place called ‘nowhere.’ But 
Amaurot was somewhere. It invaded 
the imagination, regarded people as 
more than abstract statistics and had 
its own codes and dramaturgy. Dan 
George stood in the future. It was a 
brave and different world.  

Vertopoeia: An Urban Fantasy

Vertopoeia: In the vertopolis farmscrapers with solar energy will be fashionable in 2050


